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PREFATORY  NOTE. 


The  notes  and  index  have  been  prepared  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Commission  by  Harry  S.  Ambler,  Jr.,  Esquire. 
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THE  STATUTES  AT  LARGE  OF 
PENNSYLVANIA. 


Laws  enacted  in  the  first  sitting  of  the  fourth  General  As- 
sembly of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  which  met  at 
Philadelphia,  on  Monday,  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  October,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1779. 


CHAPTER  DCCCLXVII. 


AN  ACT  FOR  REGULATING  CHIMNEY  SWEEPERS  WITHIN  THE  CITY 
OP  PHILADELPHIA,  THE  DISTRICT  OF  SOUTHWARK  AND  THE  TOWN- 
SHIP  OF  THE  NORTHERN  LIBERTIES  OF  THE  CITY  OF  PHILADEL- 
PHIA. 

(Section  1,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  houses  and  estates  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  district  of  South- 
wark  and  the  township  of  the  Northern  Liberties  of  the  city 
•f  Philadelphia  are  frequently  dangered  by  chimneys  taking  fire 
and  blazing  out  at  the  top,  and  great  complaints  have  been 
made  for  want  of  a  proper  regulation  among  those,  who  under- 
take the  sweeping  of  chimneys: 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Kepresentatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  no  person  or  persons,  from  and 
after  the  tenth  day  of  December  next,  shall  follow  the  business 
or  occupation  of  a  chimney  sweeper,  either  by  himself,  his 
servants,  negroes  or  others  within  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
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the/district  of  Southwark  or  the  township  of  the  Northern 
Ltbterties  aforesaid  without  having  first  made  application  to 
.  tile 'officer  hereinafter  directed  to  be  appointed,  and  having  reg- 
*.  petered  his  or  their  name  or  names  and  the  name  or  names 
of  his  or  their  servants,  negroes,  or  other  persons  aforesaid,  with 
a  number  affixed  to  each  and  every  such  name,  in  a  book  by 
the  said  officer  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  without  pro- 
curing and  receiving  from  the  said  officer  a  certificate  of  every 
such  registry,  containing  the  number  and  name  of  every  person 
so  entered,  under  the  penalty  of  fifteen  pounds  for  every  day 
he  shall  follow  by  himself,  or  cause  to  be  followed  by  his  ser- 
vants, negroes  or  others,  the  said  business,  which  said  cer- 
tificates the  said  officer  is  hereby  enjoined  and  required  to 
make  out  under  his  hand  and  to  deliver  to  the  person  or  per- 
sons who  shall  apply  for  the  same,  and  for  every  such  registry 
and  certificate  he  shall  receive  the  sum  of  three  pounds  and 
no  more. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  person  following  the 
business  aforesaid,  within  the  said  city,  district  and  liberties, 
shall  (if  he  follows  the  employment  himself)  wear  (or  if  he  em- 
ploys his  servants,  negroes  or  others)  cause  to  be  worn,  on  the 
front  of  their  caps,  in  full  view,  without  any  concealment,  the 
same  figures  and  numbers  respectively  as  shall  be  so  as  afore- 
said entered  in  the  said  book,  and  contained  in  his  or  their 
respective  certificates,  and  none  other,  in  large  figures,  not 
less  than  two  inches  in  length,  to  be  made  of  strong,  durable 
tin  or  copper;  and  that  all  and  every  person  and  persons  who 
shall  follow  the  said  business  or  employment,  by  him  or  them- 
selves, or  by  his  or  their  servants,  negroes  or  others,  not  having 
the  said  number  fixed  on  his  or  their  cap  and  caps,  and  the  cap 
and  caps  of  his  and  their  servants,  negroes  and  other  persons 
aforesaid,  according  to  the  directions  aforesaid,  or  when  fixed, 
shall  wilfully  deface  or  conceal  the  same,  or  shall  neglect  to 
keep  them  plain  and  visible,  shall,  for  each  and  every  such 
offense  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fifteen  pounds  for  every  day 
he  or  they  shall  follow  the  said  employment,  not  wearing  the 
said  number  as  aforesaid. 
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[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or  persons,  un- 
dertaking the  business  or  occupation  aforesaid  shall  not  within 
forty-eight  hours  after  application  to  him  or  them  made  by 
any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  city,  district  or  Northern 
Liberties,  sweep  or  cause  to  be  swept,  such  chimney  or  chimneys 
as  he  or  they  shall  be  required  to  sweep,  every  such  person  or 
persons  so  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fifteen 
pounds. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  chimney  sweeper  shall 
have  and  receive  for  every  chimney  by  him  swept  within  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  and  for  every  chimney  by  him  swept  in 
the  district  and  liberties  aforesaid  not  more  than  one  mile  dis- 
tant from  the  northern  and  southern  boundaries  of  the  said  city 
a  sum  not  exceeding  forty-five  shillings. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  the  chimney  of  any  person  or 
persons  within  the  said  city,  district  or  liberties  shall  take  fire 
and  blaze  out  at  the  top,  the  same  not  having  been  swept  within 
the  space  of  one  calendar  month  next  before  the  time  of  taking 
such  fire,  every  such  [person  or]  persons  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  fifteen  pounds,  and  if  any  chimney  shall  take  fire 
and  blaze  out  at  the  top,  the  same  having  been  swept  within 
one  calendar  month  from  the  time  of  such  taking  fire,  the  person 
who  swept  the  same,  either  by  himself,  his  servants  or  negroes, 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fifteen  pounds. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  person  who  shall  follow 
the  business  or  occupation  of  a  chimney  sweeper,  either  by  him- 
self, his  servants,  negroes  or  others  within  the  said  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, the  district  of  South wark  or  the  township  of  the  North- 
ern Liberties,  shall  pay  unto  the  officer  hereinafter  directed 
to  be  appointed  the  sum  of  ten  shillings  for  every  working  day 
from  and  after  the  publication  hereof  until  the  first  day  of 
April  next  ensuing,  and  thereafter  from  the  first  day  of  October 
till  the  first  day  of  April  in  each  and  every  year  during  the 
continuance  of  this  act  for  his  care  and  trouble  in  the  execu- 
tion thereof. 
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(Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  to  the  end  that  the  regulations  by 
this  act  prescribed  may  be  executed: 

[Section  VII.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  any  three  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  said  city  and 
county,  together  with  the  wardens  of  the  said  city  shall  ap- 
point the  officer  for  registering  and  granting  certificates  to 
chimney  sweepers,  and  for  collecting  of  the  said  fines  and  for- 
feitures, who  is  hereby  strictly  required  to  do  and  perform  the 
several  duties  of  the  said  office  enjoined  by  this  act. 

[Section  VIIL]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia, or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  in  open  court  of  quarter 
sessions  or  at  any  other  time  to  regulate,  lessen  or  increase  and 
fix  the  prices  for  sweeping  of  chimneys  in  such  manner  as  to 
them  shall  appear  just,  and  under  their  hands  from  time  to  time 
to  publish  the  same  in  one  or  more  of  the  newspapers,  so  that 
all  concerned  may  govern  themselves  accordingly,  anything  in 
this  act  in  that  respect  contained  to  the  contrary  in  anywise 
notwithstanding. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  the  penalties 
and  forfeitures  imposed  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  paid  one- 
half  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  officer  aforesaid,  and  the  other 
half  thereof  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  said  city,  district 
or  township  where  the  offense  shall  be  committed  for  the  use 
of  the  poor  thereof,  to  be  sued  for  in  the  name  of  the  officer, 
and  recovered  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  said  city 
and  county,  who  is  hereby  authorized  to  hear,  try  and  determine 
the  same. 

(Section  XI,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  nothing  in  this  act 
shall  extend  or  be  construed  to  [extend  to]  a  greater  distance 
than  one  mile  from  without  the  bounds  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  so  much  of  the  act  of  general  as- 
sembly passed  in  the  year  one  'thousand  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-one,  entitled  "An  act  for  preventing  accidents  that  may 
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happen  by  fire," 1  and  of  the  act  of  general  assembly  passed  in 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-one,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  more  effectual  preventing  accidents  which  may 
happen  by  fire,  and  for  suppressing  idleness,  drunkenness  and 
other  debaucheries," 2  as  relates  to  the  firing  of  chimneys  within 
the  said  city,  and  one  other  act  of  general  assembly  passed  the 
twenty-first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-two,  entitled  "An  act  for  regulating  chimney  sweepers 
within  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  district  of  Southwark  and 
the  township  of  the  Northern  Liberties,"  3  shall  be  and  are 
hereby  declared  to  be  repealed. 

[Section  XL]  (Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  this  act  shall  continue  and  be 
in  force  for  and  during  the  term  of  seven  years  next  ensuing, 
and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  general 
assembly  and  no  longer. 

Passed  November  25,  1779.  Recorded  I*  B.  No.  1,  p.  311,  etc. 
See  the  note  to  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  March  21, 1772,  Chapter 
648,  and  the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  March  8,  1780,  Chapter  888; 
September  29,  1787,  Chapter  1318. 


CHAPTER  DCCCLXVIII. 


AN  ACT  FOR  RAISING  THE  SUM  OP  TWO  MILLIONS  FIVE  HUNDRED 
THOUSAND  DOLLARS  MONTHLY  DURING  EIGHT  MONTHS  IN  THE 
YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY  FOR  THE 
SUPPLY  OF  THE  TREASURY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 
AND  THE  TREASURY  OF  THIS  STATE. 

(Section  1,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  honorable  Congress,  by  an 
act  of  their  body  dated  the  fourth  day  of  October  last,,  did  call 
upon  the  several  states  to  raise,  in  such  manner  as  each  state 
may  judge  expedient,  [sufficient  sums]  to  enable  the  said  states 
to  pay  into  the  continental  treasury,  or  to  the  order  of  Congress, 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  February  next,  and  on  or  before  the 

i  Passed  August  26, 1721,  Chapter  246. 
a  Passed  February  9, 1751,  Chapter  38S. 
3  Passed  March  21,  1772,  Chapter  648. 
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first  day  of  each  succeeding  month  until  the  first  day  of  Sep- 
tember next,  inclusive,  their  respective  proportions  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  proportion  of  this  state 
for  the  present  is  set  at  two  millions  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  and  it  is  highly  proper  that  the  good  people  of  this 
commonwealth  should  exert  themselves  in  furnishing  this  nec- 
essary supply: 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the  tax 
which  will  be  proper  for  raising  the  moneys  aforesaid  be  grafted 
upon  the  returns  made  or  to  be  made  for  the  tax  now  levying 
in  this  state  by  virtue  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  raising 
the  additional  sum  of  five  millions  seven  hundred  thousand 
dollars  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine,"  *  whereby  much  expense  and  trouble  and  also  much  time 
will  be  saved,  and  yet  the  payment  thereof  be  sufficiently  equal: 

(Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  it  is  necessary  that  the 
treasury  of  this  state  be  also  supplied: 

[Section  I.]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and  it  is  hereby  enacted 
by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same,  That  in  the  month  of  January  next,  and  so  in  every 
succeeding  month  after,  for  and  during  eight  months  ending 
on  the  thirty-first  day  of  August  next,  there  shall  be  charged 
upon  and  collected  of  every  person  in  this  state  who  is  or  shall 
be  rated,  assessed  and  charged  in  any  of  the  counties  of  this 
state  with  any  part  of  the  said  sum  of  five  millions  seven  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  or  for  the  tax  on  ready  money  by  virtue 
of  the  act  aforesaid,  or  who  was  or  ought  to  be  liable  to  and 
chargeable  therewith,  a  sum  of  money  amounting  to  one-half 
part  of  the  whole  amount  of  the  tax,  which  such  person  was  or 
is  or  ought  to  be  chargeable  with  and  liable  to  pay  as  aforesaid. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  several 
and  respective  counties  of  this  state,  shall  cause  to  be  written 
and  made  out,  fair  duplicates  of  the  names  and  surnames  and 
sums  of  money  chargeable  by  virtue  of  this  act,  monthly  as 


i  Passed  October  10, 1779,  Chapter  866. 
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aforesaid,  of  and  on  all  persons  within  their  respective  counties, 
and  shall  deliver  a  counterpart  thereof  with  proper  warrants 
and  directions  to  the  collector  of  the  county,  and  the  said  col- 
lector shall  proceed  to  collect  the  same  in  the  manner  and 
within  the  time  hereinbefore  specified  and  shall  pay  at  the  end 
of  every  month  the  same  without  delay  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
proper  county,  and  the  treasurers  of  the  several  counties  of  this 
state  shall  immediately  after  they  receive  the  moneys  by  virtue 
of  this  act,  or  any  part  thereof,  transmit  and  pay  the  same 
to  the  treasurer  of  this  state,  to  be  by  him  paid  over  to  the 
amount  of  eighteen  millions  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  or  to  the  order  of  Congress 
for  the  support  of  the  federal  army  and  navy,  the  state  treas- 
urer retaining  in  his  hands  the  residue  of  the  tax  imposed  by 
this  act  for  the  use  of  this  state  subject  to  the  disposal  of  the 
house  of  assembly. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  commissioners  of  the 
several  counties  of  this  state  shall  have  and  exercise  like  au- 
thority to  enforce  the  collection  and  payment  of  the  said  tax 
and  that  like  fines  and  penalties  shall  be  incurred  by  delinquent 
commissioners,  collectors  and  county  treasurers,  to  be  imposed 
and  levied  on  such  delinquents  in  like  manner  and  by  like  pro- 
cess as  are  directed  in  like  cases  in  and  by  the  act  before  men- 
tioned, and  that  all  necessary  powers  for  the  effectual  and 
timely  raising,  collecting  and  bringing  into  the  treasury  of  this 
state  the  said  sum  of  two  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars by  monthly  payments  as  aforesaid,  and  like  reward  for 
the  services  done  in  execution  of  this  act  shall  be  exercised 
and  used  as  were  authorized,  given  and  directed  to  be  exercised 
and  used  in  the  execution  of  the  act  of  assembly  herein  before 
mentioned,  or  of  an  act  of  assmbly,  entitled  "An  act  for  rais- 
ing the  supplies  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-nine,"  1  in  similar  cases  and  for  like  purposes. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  be 
it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  by  reason 
of  any  unavoidable  delay  the  sums  hereby  directed  to  be  levied, 


iPassed  April  3,  1779,  Chapter  840. 
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collected  and  paid  shall  not  be  levied,  collected  and  paid  in 
the  several  months  herein  before  provided  according  to  the  in- 
tent of  this  act,  that  in  such  case  the  same  shall  be  levied,  col- 
lected and  paid  as  soon  after  as  may  be  and  applied  in  the 
manner  herein  before  mentioned  and  directed. 

(Section  IX,  P.  L.)  Provided  also,  That  if  any  person  liable 
to  pay  the  monthly  assessment  aforesaid  shall  be  disposed  to  ad- 
vance the  sums  he  or  she  is  liable  to  pay  in  any  other  month  or 
months,  than  the  monthly  tax  demanded  of  him  or  her,  the 
collector,  upon  tender  thereof  shall  be  obliged  to  receive  and 
give  a  discharge  for  the  same. 

Passed  November  25,  1779.  See  the  note  to  the  Act  of  Assembly- 
passed  April  3,  1779,  Chapter  840;  and  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed 
June  1,  1780,  Chapter  912. 


CHAPTER  DOOCLXIX. 


AN  ACT  MORE  EFFECTUALLY  TO  PREVENT  COUNTERFEITING  THE 
CONTINENTAL  LOAN  OFFICE  CERTIFICATES,  THE  CONTINENTAL 
LOAN  OFFICE  BILLS  OF  EXCHANGE  AND  THE  PAPER  MONEY  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  OR  ANY  OF  THEM. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  want  of  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  gold  and  silver  to  answer  the  purposes  of  commerce,  the 
exigencies  of  government,  and  to  carry  on  the  present  just 
and  necessary  war  against  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  induced 
the  Congress  of  the  United  Colonies  and  now  States  of  America, 
and  also  the  assemblies,  congresses  and  conventions  of  the  sev- 
eral thirteen  Colonies  and  now  States  of  America,  to  emit  and 
circulate  certain  paper  bills  of  credit  to  pass  in  payments  for 
limited  periods,  the  counterfeiting  of  which,  or  the  uttering 
the  same  so  counterfeited  as  and  for  true,  good  and  genuine 
bills,  knowing  the  same  to  be  so  counterfeited,  hath  usually 
been  made  felonies  in  these  United  States  respectively: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  by  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
for  making  the  continental  bills  of  credit  and  the  bills  of  credit 
emitted  by  resolves  of  the  late  assemblies,  legal  tender  and  for 
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other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  *  the  counterfeiting  of  such 
paper  bills  of  credit,  or  uttering  any  of  them  so  counterfeited, 
knowing  them  to  be  such,  which  were  issued  before  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  January  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-seven,  are  made  felonies  of  death  without  benefit 
of  clergy;  and  the  counterfeiting  the  bills  of  credit  of  this 
commonwealth  made  and  issued  by  virtue  of  an  act,  entitled 
"An  act  for  emitting  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  pounds 
in  bills  of  credit  for  the  defense  of  this  state,  and  providing  a 
fund  for  sinking  the  same  by  a  tax  on  all  estates,  real  and  per- 
sonal, and  on  all  taxables  within  the  same/' 2  or  emitted  and 
made  current  by  the  resolves  of  the  late  assemblies  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, or  the  uttering  such  bills,  knowing  them  to  be  counter- 
feit as  aforesaid,  is  by  the  said  act  made  a  felony  of  death  but 
not  ousting  the  benefit  of  clergy: 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  counterfeiting  the  cer- 
tificates of  the  continental  loan  offices,  or  any  of  the  bills  of 
credit  emitted  by  the  resolves  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  or  selling,  giving  in  payment  or  otherwise  uttering  or 
distributing  any  of  the  said  counterfeit  certificates  or  bills  of 
credit,  knowing  them  to  be  such  is  by  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
for  punishing  the  counterfeiting  the  continental  loan  office  cer- 
tificates and  lottery  tickets," 3  made  a  felony  of  death,  not  oust- 
ing clergy;  and  the  counterfeiting  any  of  the  said  paper  bills  of 
credit,  or  continental  loan  office  certificates,  or  uttering  any 
of  them,  knowing  the  same  to  be  so  counterfeited,  which  have 
issued  since  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-eight,  and  also  the  counterfeiting  or  ut- 
tering as  aforesaid  any  of  the  continental  loan  office  bills  of 
exchange  is  punishable  only  by  the  common  law: 

(Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  it  is  just  and  right  that 
offenses  and  crimes  of  equal  enormity  and  guilt  should  receive 
the  like  punishments  and  it  highly  interests  each  of  the  United 
States  by  all  means  in  their  power  to  provide  against  the  de- 
basing of  their  medium  of  commerce: 

i  Passed  January  29, 1777,  Chapter  738. 
a  Passed  March  20, 1777,  Chapter  752. 
s  Passed  March  20,  1777,  Chapter  753. 
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[Section  L]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and  it 
is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  publica- 
tion of  this  act,  if  any  person  or  persons  shall,  within  this 
state  or  elsewhere,  prepare,  engrave,  stamp,  forge  or  print, 
or  cause  or  procure  to  be  prepared,  engraved,  stamped,  forged 
or  printed,  the  counterfeit  resemblance  of  any  paper  bills  of 
credit  issued,  emitted  or  made  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  of  America  or  by  the  assemblies,  congresses,  conventions 
or  other  legislative  authority  of  this,  or  of  any  other  of  the 
said  states,  or  which  shall  be  issued,  emitted  or  made  by  them 
respectively,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  now  next 
ensuing,  or  of  any  of  the  certificates  of  the  several  continental 
loan  offices  or  continental  loan  office  bills  of  exchange,  is- 
sued or  made  or  which  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  be  is- 
sued or  made,  or  shall  counterfeit  or  sign  the  name  or  names 
of  the  signers  of  any  true  bills  or  loan  office  certificates  or 
continental  loan  office  bills  of  exchange  to  such  counterfeit 
paper,  with  an  intention  that  such  counterfeit  paper  shall 
be  passed  in  payments  or  received  as  genuine  and  good  bills, 
certificates  or  bills  of  exchange,  whether  the  same  be  so 
passed  or  received  or  not,  or  if  any  person  or  persons  shall, 
in  this  state  pass,  pay  or  tender  in  payment  any  such  counter- 
feit money  or  certificates  or  bills  of  exchange,  or  deliver 
the  Same  to  any  other  person  or  persons  with  an  intention 
that  they  be  passed,  paid  or  received  as  and  for  good  and 
genuine,  knowing  the  [same]  to  be  forged  or  counterfeited, 
every  such  person,  being  thereof  lawfully  convicted  or  at- 
tainted, in  any  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  within  this  state  by 
verdict  of  a  jury,  or  confession  of  the  party  offending,  or  being 
indicted  thereof  shall  stand  mute,  or  not  directly  answer  to  the 
indictment,  or  shall  peremptorily  challenge  more  than  the  num- 
ber of  twenty  persons  legally  returned  to  be  of  the  jury  for  the 
trial  of  such  offender,  shall  be  adjudged  a  felon,  and  shall  suffer 
death  without  benefit  of  clergy.  And  if  any  person  or  persons 
shall  counterfeit  any  of  the  said  bills  of  credit,  loan  office  cer- 
tificates or  bills  of  exchange,  by  altering  the  denomination 
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thereof  with  design  to  increase  the  value  of  such  bills,  cer- 
tificates or  bills  of  exchange,  or  shall  utter  such  bills,  cer- 
tificates, or  bills  of  exchange,  knowing  them  to  be  so  counter- 
feited or  altered  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  be  therefore  legally  con- 
victed in  any  court  of  record  in  this  state,  such  person  or  per- 
sons shall  be  sentenced  to  the  pillory  and  have  both  his  or 
her  ears  cut  off  and  nailed  to  the  pillory,  and  be  publicly 
whipped  on  his  or  her  bare  back  with  thirty-nine  lashes  well 
laid  on;  and,  moreover,  every  such  offender  shall  forfeit  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  pounds,  lawful  money  of  Pennsylvania, 
to  be  levied  on  his  or  her  lands  and  tenements,  goods  and  chat- 
tels, the  one  moiety  to  the  use  of  the  state  and  the  other  moiety 
to  the  discoverer,  and  the  offender  shall  pay  to  the  party  grieved 
double  the  value  of  the  damages  thereby  sustained,  together 
with  the  costs  and  charges  of  prosecution,  and  in  case  the 
offender  hath  not  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  discoverer  for  his  or 
her  damages  and  charges  and  to  pay  the  forfeiture  aforesaid 
in  such  case  the  offender  shall,  by  order  of  the  court,  where  he 
or  she  shall  be  convicted,  be  sold  as  a  servant,  for  any  term 
not  exceeding  seven  years  for  satisfaction. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall, 
within  this  state,  prepare  or  make  any  paper  of  the  similitude 
or  likeness  of  the  paper  prepared  or  made  for  and  used  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  the  person  or 
persons  employed  by  them  for  the  purpose  of  striking  their 
paper  bills  of  credit,  continental  loan  office  certificates  or  con- 
tinental bills  of  exchange  upon,  and  on  which  the  same  are  or 
shall  be  struck,  printed  or  made;  or  if  any  person  or  persons 
shall,  within  this  state  prepare  or  make  any  paper  of  the  simili- 
tude or  likeness  of  the  paper  prepared  or  made  for  and  used 
by  the  legislative  authority  of  this  state  for  the  purpose  of 
striking  their  paper  money  upon,  and  on  which  the  same  is  or 
shall  be  printed  and  made,  and  shall  give,  sell,  deliver  or  other- 
wise employ  or  willingly  suffer  the  same  to  be  taken  by  or  de- 
livered or  otherwise  disposed  of  to  any  person  or  persons  whom- 
soever, except  to  Congress  or  to  the  legislature  of  this  state, 
or  of  some  other  of  the  United  States  or  to  their  order  or  the 
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order  of  some  person  or  persons  authorized  by  them  respectively; 
he,  she  or  they,  being  legally  convicted  thereof  in  any  court  of 
record  in  this  state  shall  be  imprisoned  at  the  discretion  of  the 
court  and  moreover  shall  forfeit  all  his,  her  or  their  goods  and 
chattels  and  one  moiety  of  the  lands  to  the  use  of  this  com- 
monwealth. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  take  and 
prosecute  any  of  the  hereinbefore  mentioned  felons  to  convic- 
tion within  this  state,  upon  every  such  conviction  and  procur- 
ing a  certificate  thereof  under  the  hands  of  the  judges  before 
whom  the  conviction  shall  be,  or  either  of  them,  which  the 
said  judges  are  hereby  directed  and  required  to  give,  such 
person  or  persons  shall  receive  of  the  treasurer  of  this  com- 
monwealth the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  lawful  money  of 
this  state,  which  the  said  treasurer  is  hereby  directed  and  re- 
quired to  pay  out  of  the  public  money  in  his  hands,  and  the 
same  shall  be  allowed  to  him  at  the  settlement  of  his  accounts. 

Passed  November  26,  1779.  See  the  notes  to  the  ordinance  of  the 
First  Constitutional  Convention,  passed  August  1, 1776,  Chapter  728, 
and  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  January  29,  1777,  Chapter  738. 


CHAPTER  DCCOLXX. 


AN  ACT  FOR  THE  EFFECTUfL  SUPPRESSION  OF  PUBLIC  AUCTIONS 
AND  VENDUES;  AND  TO  PROHIBIT  MALE  PERSONS,  CAPABLE  OF 
BEARING  ARMS  FROM  BEING  PEDDLERS  OR  HAWKERS. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  practice  of  selling  goods  and 
merchandises  by  public  auction  or  vendue  in  the  present  em- 
barrassed state  of  commerce  occasioned  by  the  war  now  carry- 
ing on  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Great  Britain 
hath  been  made  use  of  as  a  device  for  enhancing  the  prices  of 
commodities  and  of  depreciating  the  bills  of  credit  of  this  state 
and  of  the  United  States  of  America: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  restrictions  and  prohi- 
bitions heretofore  laid  upon  sales  by  public  auction  or  vendue 
have  not  proved  effectual: 
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For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  L]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  [and  it  is 
hereby  enacted]  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  publica- 
tion of  this  act  no  goods,  wares  or  merchandises,  or  other  prop- 
erty whatsoever  (except  as  is  hereinafter  excepted)  shall  be 
offered  or  exposed  to  sale,  or  sold  by  public  auction,  vendue  op 
outcry  in  any  place  within  the  territories  of  this  commonwealth 
by  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall, 
contrary  to  the  directions  of  this  act,  offer  or  expose  to  sale, 
or  shall  sell  by  public  auction,  vendue  or  outcry  within  this 
commonwealth,  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandises  or  property 
(except  as  is  hereinafter  excepted)  he,  she  or  they  so  offending 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such  offense  a  sum  of  money 
equal  to  the  value  of  the  goods,  wares  or  merchandises  and 
other  property  so  offered  or  exposed  to  sale,  or  so  sold  by  public 
auction,  vendue  or  outcry,  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt, 
or  by  indictment,  by  any  person  who  will  sue  or  prosecute  for 
the  same,  the  one-half  part  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  person 
so  suing  or  prosecuting,  and  the  other  half  part  thereof  to 
the  use  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  city  or  place  where 
the  offense  shall  be  committed. 

(Section  V,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  this  act  shall  not 
be  construed  to  extend  to  sales  at  public  auction  or  vendue, 
which  shall  be  made  by  any  sheriff  or  other  officer  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  office,  who  is  not  specially  restricted  by  this  act; 
nor  to  sales  by  public  auction  or  vendue  holden  by  executors  or 
administrators  of  any  real  or  personal  estate  which  were  bona 
fide  of  their  respective  testators  or  intestates;  nor  to  the  sale 
of  lands,  houses  and  other  real  estate,  nor  to  the  sale  of  the 
household  goods  (which  have  been  in  wear  and  use),  horses, 
cattle  and  live  stock  being  the  bona  fide  property  of  resident 
housekeepers  actually  removing  from  any  township  or  district 
of  this  state  to  another,  or  out  of  the  state. 

(Section  VI,  P.  L.)  Provided  nevertheless,  That  all  sales  by 
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public  auction,  vendue  or  outcry  permitted  by  this  act  which 
shall  be  holden  or  made  within  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  or 
within  two  miles  of  the  court  house  in  High  street,  in  the  said 
city,  other  than  the  sales  by  sheriffs  and  other  officers,  executors 
and  administrators  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  holden  and  made  in 
the  manner  hereinafter  limited  and  directed  and  not  otherwise. 

(Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  although  a  monopoly  of  the  sale 
of  goods  by  public  auction  or  vendue,  in  time  of  peace  and  order 
as  the  same  was  heretofore  established  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, might  be  an  unjustifiable  limitation  of  private  right  and 
productive  of  inconvenience,  yet  for  the  more  effectual  attain- 
ment of  the  purposes  of  this  act  within  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
and  the  vicinity  of  the  same,  it  is  necessary  that  a  sole  auc- 
tioneer be  established  in  the  said  city  during  the  continuance  of 
the  restraint  introduced  by  this  act: 

[Section  III.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  sale  by  public  auction, 
vendue  or  outcry  within  the  said  city  and  within  two  miles 
of  the  said  court  house  from  and  after  the  publication  of  this 
act  of  all  lands  and  other  real  estate  and  of  all  other  property 
permitted  by  this  act  to  be  sold  by  public  auction,  vendue  or 
outcry  other  than  the  sales  by  sheriffs  and  other  officers,  execu- 
tors and  administrators  as  aforesaid  shall  be  performed  by  an 
officer  who  shall  be  appointed  and  commissioned  for  that  pur- 
pose by  the  supreme  executive  council  and  who  shall  be  styled 
The  Auctioneer  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia;  and  if  any  person 
or  persons  other  than  the  said  auctioneer,  his  deputy  or  assist- 
tants  shall  in  the  said  city  or  within  two  miles  of  the  said  court- 
house offer  or  expose  to  sale,  or  shall  sell  by  public  auction, 
vendue  or  outcry  any  lands,  houses  or  other  property,  permitted 
by  this  act  to  be  sold  by  public  auction,  vendue  or  outcry  as 
aforesaid,  he,  she  or  they  so  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
for  every  offense  a  sum  of  money  equal  to  the  value  of  the  lands, 
houses,  goods  or  other  property  so  offered  or  exposed  •  to  sale 
or  so  sold  by  public  auction,  vendue  or  outcry,  to  be  recovered 
by  action  of  debt,  or  by  indictment  in  like  manner  and  to  like 
use  as  in  the  case  of  persons  who  shall  sell  by  public  vendue 
any  goods  by  this  act  prohibited  to  be  so  sold  as  aforesaid. 
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[Section  IV.]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
said  auctioneer  to  enquire  diligently  after  all  offenses  against 
this  act  which  shall  be  committed  within  his  jurisdiction  as 
above  described,  and  to  inform  against  the  offenders,  and  to 
recover  the  penalties  directed  and  provided  by  this  act,  but 
not  exclusive  of  any  other  person  who  will  sue  or  prosecute  for 
the  same;  and  the  said  auctioneer  shall,  before  he  enters  upon 
the  duties  of  his  said  office  become  bound  with  two  sufficient 
sureties  unto  the  president  of  the  supreme  executive  council 
of  this  state  in  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  pounds,  conditioned 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  required  of  him,  and 
for  the  honest  and  just  satisfaction  and  payment  of  his  em- 
ployers and  every  of  them,  and  besides  the  usual  attestations 
required  of  the  officers  of  this  state  by  law,  shall  take  an  oath 
that  he  will,  to  the  best  of  his  skill  and  abilities,  faithfully  per- 
form and  execute  the  duties  required  of  him  by  this  act. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  recompense  of  the  said 
auctioneer  for  selling  at  public  auction,  collecting  the  money 
and  paying  over  the  same,  without  loss  or  waste  shall  be  as 
follows:  For  household  goods,  cattle  and  live  stock,  five  per 
centum;  for  horses,  two  and  a  half  per  centum,  and  for  ships, 
houses  and  lands  an  half  per  centum. 

(Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  sale  by  public  auction 
or  vendue  of  goods  taken  as  prize  upon  water  and  condemned 
in  the  court  of  admiralty  has  been  found  very  prejudicial  to 
the  credit  of  the  paper  money  of  the  United  States,  emitted 
by  the  honorable  Congress,  by  affording  frequent  and  easy 
opportunities  of  gratifying  private  avarice  and  advancing  and 
heightening  the  nominal  value  of  commodities: 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  during  the  continuance  of  this  act  the 
marshal  of  the  court  of  admiralty  of  this  state  shall  not  sell 
any  goods,  wares  or  merchandises  or  other  property  by  public 
auction  or  vendue,  saving  and  excepting  the  ships  or  other 
vessels  taken  and  condemned  as  prize,  which  vessels  he  shall 
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put  up  with  and  sell  together  with  their  tackle,  furniture  and 
cannon,  and  not  separately;  and  saving,  also,  such  goods  really 
perishable  in  their  nature  or  greatly  damaged  so  as  not  to  be 
kept  without  further  injury  till  the  trial  of  the  capture  be 
finished,  the  same  to  be  reported  to  the  judge  of  the  court  of 
admiralty  of  this  state  upon  the  oaths  of  judicious  and  indiffer- 
ent persons  appointed  to  view  the  same,  under  like  penalties 
and  forfeitures,  to  be  recovered  in  like  manner  and  to  like  use  as 
the  forfeitures  hereinbefore  mentioned  and  directed. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  sai4  marshal  shall 
make  out  an  exact  inventory  of  the  prizes  taken  upon  water 
and  condemned  in  the  court  of  admiralty  and  shall  have  them 
appraised  by  three  or  more  sworn  appraisers,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  said  judge,  at  the  true  value  thereof  in  current  money; 
which  inventory  and  appraisement  in  which  the  distribution 
hereinafter  directed  shall  be  distinguished,  shall  be  filed  with 
the  register  of  the  said  court  of  admiralty;  and,  in  case  no  ap- 
peal be  entered  in  due  time  or  in  case  there  shall  be  execution 
of  the  decree  of  the  said  court,  upon  security  being  entered 
in  double  the  value,  the  same  (except  ships  and  vessels  and  such 
perishable  and  damaged  goods  as  aforesaid)  shall  be  divided 
and  distributed  by  the  said  marshal  in  equal  and  fair  shares 
and  proportions,  to  the  agent  of  the  owners  of  the  ship  of  war, 
if  any  there  be,  of  the  one  part,  and  to  the  agent  of  the  captain 
or  commander,  mariners  and  other  persons  entitled,  by  being 
present  at  the  seizure  of  such  prize,  on  the  other  part;  or,  if  two 
or  more  ships  of  war  shall  have  right  to  such  prize,  then  into 
two  general  divisions,  one  for  each,  to  be  subdivided  between 
the  owners  and  crew  of  both  of  the  said  ships  as  aforesaid, 
where  such  divisions  and  subdivisions  shall  be  proper  and  just, 
but  into  no  further  or  less  parts  or  shares.  And  in  case  it  shall 
so  happen  that  the  nature  of  the  property  to  be  distributed  as 
aforesaid  shall  not  admit  of  a  division  and  distribution  per- 
fectly equal,  then  the  right  to  the  same  in  kind  shall  be  de- 
termined by  lot  and  the  unavoidable  difference  therein  shall 
be  equalized  and  paid  in  money  by  the  party  receiving  such 
goods,  to  the  other  party,  and  the  like  mode  of  distribution 
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shall  take  place  in  case  of  recapture  unless  the  former  owner 
shall  forthwith  pay  down  the  salvage  in  current  money.  And 
the  said  marshal  is,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  enabled  to  retain  in 
his  hands  a  sufficiency  of  the  goods  or  property  condemned 
to  secure  to  him  in  all  such  cases  of  distribution  as  aforesaid 
the  [payment  of  the]  costs  of  suit  and  other  reasonable  charges 
by  him  expended  for  the  securing  and  distributing  the  said  cap- 
tures. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  marshal,  for 
all  goods  so  distributed,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  fee  of  one-fourth 
per  centum  and  no  more.  And  the  said  appraisers  shall  be 
allowed  and  paid  a  reasonable  reward  for  each  day  which  they 
shall  be  employed  therein,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  said  judge, 
the  said  allowance  to  be  defrayed  out  of  the  said  captures. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  printer  or  other  person, 
during  the  continuance  of  this  act  shall  print,  write  or  publish 
any  advertisement  of  the  sale  of  any  goods  or  property  not 
warranted  or  allowed  by  this  act,  he  or  she  so  offending  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  one-half  part 
thereof  to  the  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  and  the 
other  half  part  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor 
of  the  city  or  place  where  the  offense  shall  be  committed,  which 
sum  shall  be  recoverable  in  a  summary  way  before  any  justice 
of  the  peace  of  the  proper  city  or  county,  in  the  manner  in  which 
demands  not  exceeding  fifty  pounds  are  recoverable  with  costs 
of  suit. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XVI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  If  any  male  person  capable  of  bear- 
ing arms  in  the  militia  shall,  during  the  continuance  of  this 
act  by  virtue  of  any  license  or  otherwise,  travel  or  go  about 
as  a  peddler  or  hawker  within  this  state,  the  person  so  offending 
shall  forfeit  the  goods  which  he  shall  carry  about  with  him  for 
sale,  or  shall  offer  to  sale,  and  any  commissioned  officer  of  the 
militia  or  constable  may,  and  he  is  hereby  enjoined  to  seize 
and  prosecute  the  same  to  condemnation,  if,  under  the  value 
of  fifty  pounds  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  in  a 
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summary  way,  if  above  the  value  of  fifty  pounds  in  the  eourt 
of  common  pleas  of  the  same  county,  to  be  distributed,  the 
one-half  to  the  said  officer  or  constable,  and  the  other  half 
to  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the 
township  or  place  where  the  offense  was  committed,  other- 
wise such  offender  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds 
to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt  or  by  indictment  and  applied 
to  the  same  use  as  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  imposed  by  this 
act  on  persons  who  shall  sell  goods  by  public  vendue,  contrary 
to  this  act,  are  directed  to  be  recovered  and  applied  as  afore- 
said. 

[Section  XL]  (Section  XVII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  an  act  of  general  as- 
sembly, entitled  "An  act  for  regulating  peddlers,  vendues, 
&c," 1  passed  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  February,  which  was 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-nine,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  public  vendues,  and 
also  so  much  of  the  said  act  as  relates  to  peddlers  and  hawkers 
as  is  by  this  act  altered  or  amended,  and  no  more  thereof 
is  hereby  repealed. 

[Section  XIL]  (Section  XXIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  one  other  act  of  general 
assembly,  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  goods  by 
public  vendue,  and  to  regulate  hawkers  and  peddlers  within 
this  state," 2  passed  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  June,  which  was 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-seven, is  also  repealed. 

[Section  XIIL]  (Section  XIX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  this  act  shall  continue 
and  be  in  force  until  the  termination  and  end  of  the  present  war 
between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Great  Britain,  and 
no  longer. 

Passed  November  26, 1779.  See  the  notes  to  the  Acts  of  Assembly 
passed  February  14,  1729-30,  Chapter  308;  June  19, 1777,  Chapter  761; 
and  the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  March  2,  1780,  Chapter  883;  March 
8,  1780,  Chapter  887;  September  22, 1780,  Chapter  915;  September  23, 
1780,  Chapter  919;  April  13,  1782,  Chapter  975;  December  9,  1783, 
Chapter  1063;  March  30,  1784,  Chapter  1090. 

i  Passed  February  14, 1729,  Chapter  308. 
a  Passed  June  19,  1777,  Chapter  761. 
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CHAPTER  DCCCLXXL 


AN  ACT  TO  CONFIRM  THE  ESTATES  AND  INTERESTS  OF  THE  COLLEGE, 
ACADEMY  AND  CHARITABLE  SCHOOL  OF  THE  CITY  OF  PHILADEL- 
PHIA, AND  TO  AMEND  AND  ALTER  THE  CHARTERS  THEREOF  CON- 
FORMABLY TO  THE  REVOLUTION  AND  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION  AND 
GOVERNMENT  OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH,  AND  TO  ERECT  THE  SAME 
INTO  AN  UNIVERSITY. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  education  of  youth  has  ever 
been  found  to  be  of  the  most  essential  consequence  as  well  to 
the  good  government  of  states  and  the  peace  and  welfare  of 
society  as  to  the  profit  and  ornament  of  individuals,  insomuch 
that  from  the  experience  of  all  ages  it  appears  that  seminaries 
of  learning,  when  properly  conducted,  have  been  public  bless- 
ings to  mankind  and  that  on  the  contrary,  when  in  the  hands 
of  dangerous  and  disaffected  men,  they  have  troubled  the 
peace  of  society,  shaken  the  government  and  often  caused  tu- 
mult, sedition  and  bloodshed: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  college,  academy  and 
charitable  school  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  were  at  first 
founded  on  a  plan  of  free  and  unlimited  Catholicism  but  it 
appears  that  the  trustees  thereof,  by  a  vote  or  by-law  of  their 
board  bearing  date  the  fourteenth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-four,  have  de- 
parted from  the  plan  of  the  original  founders  and  narrowed 
the  foundation  of  the  said  institution: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  charter  of  the  said 
seminary  granted  by  the  late  proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania, 
bearing  date  the  thirtieth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-three,  whereby  certain 
persons  were  incorporated  by  the  name,  style  and  title  of  The 
Trustees  of  the  Academy  and  Charitable  School  in  the  Province 
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of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  additional  charter  granted  by  the 
same  proprietaries  bearing  date  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  May, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty- 
five,  by  which  the  trustees  of  the  same  academy  and  charitable 
school  were  again  incorporated  by  the  name,  style  and  title  of 
The  Trustees  of  the  College,  Academy  and  Charitable  School 
of  the  City  of  Philadelphia  in  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  to- 
gether with  all  and  singular  the  rights,  powers  and  privileges, 
emoluments  and  advantages  and  also  all  the  estates,  claims  and 
demands  to  the  same  corporation  belonging  discharged  from 
the  afore  recited  vote  or  by-law  of  the  said  trustees,  confining 
and  narrowing  the  true  and  original  plan  of  the  said  institu- 
tion, which  vote  or  by-law  and  all  others  contrary  to  the  true 
design  and  spirit  of  the  said  charter,  are  hereby  declared  to  be 
void,  be  and  they  are  in  and  by  this  act,  ratified  and  confirmed 
to  and  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  same  seminary  forever. 

(Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  to  the  end  that  the  trustees  herein- 
after named  and  appointed,  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  ef- 
fectuate the  pious  and  praiseworthy  designs  of  the  founders, 
benefactors  and  contributors  of  the  said  college,  academy  and 
charitable  school  of  Philadelphia: 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  [aforesaid],  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
supreme  executive  council  of  this  state  to  reserve  such  and 
so  many  of  the  confiscated  estates  yet  unsold  and  unappropri- 
ated as  to  them  shall  appear  necessary  in  order  to  create  a 
certain  fund  for  the  maintenance  of  the  provost,  vice-provost, 
masters  and  assistants,  and  to  uphold  and  preserve  the  chari- 
table school  of  the  said  university. 

(Section  VI,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  the  yearly  income 
of  such  estates  so  reserved  and  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the 
said  university  do  not  exceed  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds, 
computing  wheat  at  the  rate  of  ten  shillings  per  bushel. 

(Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  provided  also,  That  such  reservation 
be  from  time  to  time  laid  before  the  general  assembly  of  this 
state  for  their  approbation  and  confirmation. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  be 
it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  ratifying  and 
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confirming  the  said  charter  or  anything  herein  contained  shall 
not  extend  or  be  construed  to  extend  to  the  confirming  or  es- 
tablishing any  of  the  said  trustees  in  the  said  charter  named 
or  deriving  by  any  election  or  pretended  election  or  appoint- 
ment by,  from  or  under  them  or  any  of  them,  nor  to  any  provost, 
vice-provost,  professor  or  other  minister  or  officer  of  the  said 
seminary,  other  than  such  as  are  hereby  or  may  hereafter  be 
appointed,  the  said  board  and  the  faculty  being  hereby  dis- 
solved and  vacated,  nor  shall  the  same  extend  to  such  parts  of 
the  charter,  as  in  and  by  this  act  are  or  may  be  abrogated,  an- 
nulled, altered  or  supplied. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  passing 
of  this  act  the  superintendence  and  trust,  together  with  all  and 
singular  the  powers,  authorities  and  estates,  real,  personal  and 
mixed,  of  the  said  college,  academy  and  charitable  school  shall 
pass  to,  devolve  upon  and  be  vested  in  the  president  of  the  su- 
preme executive  council  of  this  commonwealth,  the  vice- 
president  of  the  same  council,  the  speaker  of  the  general 
assembly,  the  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  judica- 
ture, the  judge  of  admiralty  and  the  attorney-general  for 
the  time  being,  in  virtue  of  their  several  offices;  and  the 
senior  minister  in  standing  of  the  Episcopal  churches  and 
congregations,  and  the  senior  minister  in  standing  of  the 
Presbyterians  churches,  and  the  senior  minister  in  stand- 
ing of  the  Baptist  churches,  and  the  senior  minister  in 
standing  of  the  Lutheran  churches,  and  the  senior  minister  in 
standing  in  the  German  Calvinist  churches,  and  the  senior 
minister  in  standing  in  the  Eoman  churches,  whose  churches 
or  houses  of  public  worship  are  or  shall  be  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, or  within  two  miles  of  the  old  court-house  in  High 
street,  in  the  said  city,  together  with  the  Honorable  Benjamin 
Franklin,  doctor  of  laws,  minister  plenipotentiary  from  the 
United  States  of  America  to  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  the 
Honorable  William  Shippen,  Frederick  Muhlenberg  and  James 
Searle,  Esquires,  delegates  in  the  Congress  of  the  said  United 
States  for  Pennsylvania,  the  Honorable  William  Augustus  At- 
lee,  Esquire,  and  the  Honorable  John  Evans,  Esquire,  justices 
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of  the  supreme  court  of  judicature,  Timothy  Matlack,  Es- 
quire, secretary  of  the  supreme  executive  council  of  this  state, 
David  Rittenhouse,  Esquire,  treasurer  of  this  state,  Jonathan 
Bayard  Smith,  Esquire,  Samuel  Morris,  Senior,  Esquire,  George 
Bryan,  Esquire,  Thomas  Bond,  doctor  of  physic,  and  James 
Hutchinson,  doctor  of  physic,  which  said  civil  officers,  ministers 
of  the  gospel  and  others  herein  mentioned  and  appointed,  for 
and  during  their  continuance  in  the  said  office  and  stations, 
respectively,  their  abode  in  this  state  and  lawful  capacity  to 
act,  and  their  successors  forever  hereafter  shall  be,  remain  and 
continue  the  trustees  aforesaid  by  the  name,  style  and  title  of 
The  Trustees  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  shall  from  henceforth  have,  hold,  use,  exercise  and  enjoy 
all  the  powers,  authorities  and  advantages  of  the  estates,  rights, 
claims  and  demands  of  the  trustees  appointed  by  or  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  charters  of  the  said  corporation,  or  either  of  them, 
instead  of  the  said  trustees  appointed  by  or  deriving  under  the 
said  charter  or  pretending  so  to  do  in  trust  nevertheless  for  the 
proper  use  of  the  said  university  forever. 

(Section  X,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  if  any  trustee  of 
the  said  university  shall  take  any  charge  or  office  under  the 
said  trustees,  other  than  that  of  treasurer,  his  place  shall 
thereby  be  vacated,  and  in  the  case  of  a  minister  of  the  gospel 
taking  such  charge  or  office,  or  neglecting  to  qualify  accord- 
ing to  the  directions  of  this  act  within  one  month  after  per- 
sonal notice  given  of  his  coming  to  such  trust,  the  next  minister 
in  seniority  of  the  same  denomination  shall  succeed  him,  such 
seniority  to  be  accounted  from  the  time  of  settlement  of  such 
person  as  minister  of  a  congregation  in  or  near  the  said  city. 

(Section  XI,  P.  L.)  Provided  also,  That  in  case  the  choice  of 
a  new  trustee  in  the  room  and  stead  of  any  of  the  persons  last 
named,  or  their  successors,  shall  be  disallowed  by  the  house  of 
assembly  within  six  months,  the  trustees  shall  be  obliged  to 
make  choice  of  some  other  person. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  instead  of  the  oath  or  affirma- 
tion and  declaration  which  were  enjoined  and  required  to  be 
taken  and  made  by  the  second  or  additional  charter  herein- 
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before  referred  to  of  the  said  corporation  by  the  trustees,  pro- 
vost, vice-provost  and  professors  of  the  said  college,  academy 
and  charitable  school,  which  oath  or  affirmation  and  declara- 
tion being  totally  inconsistent  with  the  independence  and  con- 
stitution of  this  commonwealth  are  hereby  abrogated  and  re- 
pealed, the  said  trustees  hereinbefore  appointed,  and  their 
successors  and  the  provost,  vice-provost  and  professors  and 
every  of  them  hereafter  to  be  appointed  in  such  manner  and 
form  as  herein  is  directed  and  required  before  he  or  they  enter 
upon  the  duties  of  their  trust  or  office  shall,  before  two  justices 
of  the  peace  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  or  of  some  county  of 
this  state,  take  and  subscribe  the  oath  or  affirmation  prescribed 
by  the  fortieth  section  of  the  constitution  of  this  common- 
wealth to  be  taken  by  the  officers  of  this  state,  and  also  the 
oath  or  affirmation  of  allegiance  directed  to  be  taken  by  the 
same  officers  in  and  by  the  seventh  and  eighth  sections  of  an 
act  of  assembly  made  and  passed  the  fifth  day  of  December, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-eight, entitled  "A  further  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  for  the  further  security  of  the  government/  " 1  and 
shall  also  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  for  the  faithful  discharge 
of  their  trust  or  office  aforesaid. 

[Section  VI. ]  (Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  the  clause 
and  clauses  in  the  said  charters  wherein  and  whereby  the  trus- 
tees of  the  said  college,  academy  and  charitable  school  are  di- 
rected and  enjoined  to  make  their  rules,  ordinances  and  statutes 
not  repugnant  to  the  laws  in  force  in  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  nor  to  the  laws  in  force  in  the  province  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, be  and  they  are  hereby  annulled,  repealed  and  made 
void  and  the  trustees  herein  and  hereby  appointed  are  required 
and  enjoined  to  review  the  rules,  ordinances  and  statutes  here- 
tofore made  by  the  former  trustees  of  the  said  seminary  which, 
so  far  as  they  are  repugnant  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
this  state  are  hereby  repealed,  and  to  frame  the  same,  if  neces- 
sary, and  all  rules,  ordinances  and  statutes  hereafter  to  be 
made,  consistent  with  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  com- 
monwealth. 

i  December  5, 1778,  Chapter  822. 
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[Section  VII.]  (Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  And  be.it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  business  of  the  said 
corporation  shall  and  may  be  transacted,  performed  and  de- 
termined by  the  major  vote  of  a  meeting  of  seven  at  least  of 
the  trustees  appointed  by  this  act  and  their  successors  duly 
notified  and  called,  other  than  the  choice  of  new  trustees,  the 
nominating  and  constituting  or  the  dismissing  of  the  future 
provost,  vice-provost  or  professors,  or  any  of  them,  or  the  aliena- 
tion or  leasing  of  real  estates  for  more  than  seven  years,  or 
any  extraordinary  and  new  expenditure  of  the  income  or  other 
personal  estate  of  the  said  corporation  or  the  altering  any 
salary  or  the  granting  degrees  to  the  scholars  of  the  said  uni- 
versity or  to  other  persons  or  to  the  making  any  ordinances, 
statute  or  by-law,  which  several  enumerated  acts  and  doings 
may  be  transacted  and  performed  by  a  majority  of  at  least 
eleven  of  the  said  trustees  duly  notified  and  convened  as  afore- 
said and  not  otherwise. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  XV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  clause  in  the  first 
charter  of  the  said  corporation  whereby  the  trustees  thereof 
were  limited  to  be  inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania,  residing  within 
five  miles  of  the  academy  and  school  aforesaid  although  license 
was  given  in  the  said  charter  to  set  up  the  same  at  any  place 
within  the  said  province  which  the  said  trustees  should  judge 
to  be  most  convenient,  so  far  as  the  same  clause  limits  the 
appointment  of  trustees  to  persons  residing  within  five  miles 
of  the  said  academy  and  school,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
annulled,  repealed  and  made  void. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XVI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  trustees  herein  before  ap- 
pointed and  their  successors  shall  and  may  ask,  demand,  sue 
for,  recover  and  receive  all  evidences,  mortgages,  specialties, 
deeds  and  instruments,  and  all  papers,  books  of  account  and 
record  and  the  library,  philisophical  apparatus  and  seals  of  the 
said  corporation,  and  all  debts,  dues  and  demands  to  the  same 
owing,  belonging,  accruing  or  appertaining.  And  in  case  any 
person  or  persons  having  the  custody  of  the  said  library,  ap- 
paratus, mortgages,  specialties,  deeds  or  instruments,  or  other 
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papers,  books  or  records  of  the  said  corporation,  or  having  pos- 
session of  the  real  estate  of  the  said  corporation  or  any  part 
thereof  shall  refuse  to  deliver  up  the  same,  when  demanded, 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  trustees  of  the  said  college 
to  summon  any  person  so  refusing  before  any  two  justices  of 
the  peace  of  the  city  or  the  county  where  the  said  real  estate 
lies,  or  the  detainer  of  any  of  the  records  or  other  articles 
aforesaid  resides,  who  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered 
to  enquire  into  the  said  complaint,  in  a  summary  way  and  give  # 
judgment  therein  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet  according  to  the 
merits  and  justice  of  the  case,  and  if  such  judgment  be  given 
against  the  detainer  of  any  of  the  said  deeds,  specialties,  mort- 
gages or  other  articles  before  enumerated  and  such  detainer 
shall  still  refuse  to  deliver  the  same,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  said  justices,  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  commit 
such  refuser  to  prison,  there  to  remain  without  bail  or  main- 
prise, until  the  said  judgment  be  complied  with.  And  in  the 
case  of  real  estate  the  said  justices  shall  carry  such  judgment 
into  execution  by  issuing  a  writ  of  possession,  to  the  sheriff  of 
the  county,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  are  authorized  to 
do  by  an  act  of  assembly,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  sale  of 
goods  distrained  for  rent,  and  to  secure  such  goods  to  the 
person  distraining  the  same,  for  the  better  security  of  rents 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"1  in  case  of  ten- 
ants holding  over  their  terms:  Provided  always,  That  if  either 
of  the  said  parties  shall  demand  a  jury  to  be  summoned  to 
try  the  said  matter  in  dispute,  the  said  justice  shall  cause 
a  jury  forthwith  to  come  before  them  thereupon  in  the  same 
manner  as  juries  are  had  in  the  case  of  tenants  holding  over 
their  terms  as  aforesaid;  and  the  said  justices  shall  give  judg- 
ment pursuant  to  the  verdict  of  such  jury  and  proceed  to  the 
execution  thereof  as  is  herein  and  hereby  directed. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XVII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  civil  officers,  min- 
isters of  the  gospel  and  other  persons  by  this  act  constituted 
and  appointed  trustees  of  the  said  university,  and  their  success- 
ors duly  chosen,  nominated  and  appointed  be  one  community, 
i  Passed  March  21, 1772,  Chapter  645. 
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body  politic  and  corporate  to  have  perpetual  succession  and 
continuance  forever  by  the  name,  style  and  title  as  aforesaid 
and  that  by  the  said  name  they  shall  be  capable  and  able  in  law 
to  sue  and  be  sued,  have  and  make  a  common  seal  and  the  same 
at  their  pleasure  to  break  and  alter,  to  make  rules  and  statutes 
and  to  do  everything  necessary  and  needful  for  the  good  govern- 
ment and  perfect  establishment  of  the  said  university  and  the 
provost,  vice-provost  and  professors  hereafter  to  be  appointed 
and  constituted  by  the  trustees  aforesaid  shall  be  named, 
styled  and  entitled  the  provost,  vice-provost  and  professors 
of  the  same  university  and  the  name,  style  and  title  of  the  body 
or  faculty  composed  of  the  said  provost,  vice-provost  and  pro- 
fessors, shall  be  "The  Provost,  Vice-provost  and  Professors  of 
the  University  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania." 

[Section  XI.]  (Section  XVIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  trustees  shall 
at  all  times  when  required  submit  the  books,  accounts  and 
economy  of  the  said  corporation  to  the  free  examination  of 
visitors  to  be  appointed  from  time  to  time  by  the  representa- 
tives of  the  freemen  of  this  commonwealth  in  general  assembly 
met. 

[Section  XII.]  (Section  XIX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  trustees  appointed 
by  this  act,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  meet  in  the  hall  of  the 
university  aforesaid  in  the  forenoon  on  the  first  Wednesday 
in  December  next,  and  after  being  duly  qualified  as  this  act 
prescribes  proceed  to  the  execution  of  their  trust. 

Passed  November  27,  1779.  See  the  notes  to  the  Acts  of  Asem- 
bly  passed  March  16,  1780,  Chapter  895;  September  22, 1785,  Chapter 
1195;  March  6, 1789,  Chapter  1393;  September  80, 1791,  Chapter  1598. 
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CHAPTER  DCCCLXXII. 


AN  ACT  TO  REPEAL  PART  OP  AN  ACT,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR 
MAKING  MORE  EQUAL.  THE  BURDEN  OF  THE  PUBLIC  DEFENSE  AND 
FOR  FILLING  THE  QUOTA  OF  TROOPS  TO  BE  RAISED  IN  THIS 
STATE/'  i  AND  TO  CONTINUE  FOR  A  LONGER  TIME  THE  ACT,  ENTI- 
TLED "AN  ACT  TO  EMPOWER  THE  SUPREME  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL 
AND  JUSTICES  OF  THE  SUPREME  COURT  TO  APPREHEND  SUSPECTED 
PERSONS,  AND  INCREASE  THE  FINES  TO  WHICH  PERSONS  ARE 
LIABLE  FOR  NEGLECTING  TO  PERFORM  THEIR  TOUR  OF  MILITIA 
DUTY."  * 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  in  and  by  the  act  first  above  men- 
tioned a  double  tax  was  annually  imposed  upon  all  the  estates, 
real  and  personal,  of  every  person  not  subject  to  nor  performing 
military  duty  by  the  militia  law  of  this  state,  which  is  found 
by  experience  to  be  burdensome  and  inconvenient: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and  it 
is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  so  much  of  the  said  act  as 
imposes  double  taxes  upon  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever 
be  and  is  hereby  repealed  and  made  void,  anything  in  the  said 
act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  an  act  passed  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  late  assembly,  entitled  "An  act  to  empower  the 
supreme  executive  council  and  justices  of  the  supreme  court  to 
apprehend  suspected  persons  and  to  increase  the  fines  to  which 
persons  are  liable  for  neglecting  to  perform  their  tour  of  mi- 
litia duty,"  *  will  expire  at  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  this 
Assembly,  and  it  is  necessary  that  the  same  should  be  con- 
tinued for  a  longer  time: 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  empower  the  supreme  executive  council  and  justices 

i  Passed  December  26,  1777,  Chapter  773. 
a  Passed  October  10, 1779,  Chapter  865. 
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of  the  supreme  court  to  apprehend  suspected  persons,  and  to 
increase  the  fines  to  which  persons  are  liable  for  neglecting  to 
perform  their  tour  of  militia  duty/'1  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
declared  to  be  in  full  force  and  virtue  for  and  during  the  space 
of  six  months  from  the  publication  of  this  act  unless  the  war  be- 
tween the  United  States  of  America  and  Great  Britain  shall 
sooner  cease,  and  no  longer. 

Passed  November  27, 1779.  See  the  notes  to  the  Acts  of  Assembly 
passed  December  26,  1777,  Chapter  773;  October  10,  1779,  Chapter 
865. 


CHAPTER  DCCCLXXIIL 


A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  AN  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF 

THE  POOR."  2 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  rate  of  assessment  directed 
by  the  act  of  assembly,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor,"2  passed  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  March,  in  the  year 
of  onr  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-one,  not 
exceeding  three  pence  in  the  pound  on  all  estates  real  and 
personal,  and  six  shillings  per  head  on  every  freeman  not  other- 
wise rated  for  his  estate  within  the  several  counties  of  this 
state  is  found  to  be  very  inadequate  to  the  support  of  the  poor 
of  the  said  counties,  districts  and  townships  and  the  frequent 
repetition  thereof  would  be  very  inconvenient  to  the  overseers 
of  the  poor  and  very  troublesome  to  the  inhabitants: 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted,  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
monwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  same,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
any  two  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  any  county,  district  or 
township,  upon  complaint  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  that  a 
sum  of  money  is  wanted  or  likely  to  be  wanted  for  the  support 

i  Passed  October  10,  1779,  Chapter  865. 
2  Passed  March  29, 1771,  Chapter  635. 
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of  the  poor,  to  issue  their  warrants  under  their  hands  and  seals 
directed  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  said  county,  district 
or  township,  requiring  them  forthwith  to  levy,  collect  and  raise 
by  an  equal  assessment  upon  the  clear  yearly  value  as  they 
shall  reasonably  estimate  the  same  of  all  real  and  per- 
sonal estates  within  the  said  county,  districts  or  townships,  re- 
spectively, a  rate  or  tax  not  exceeding  seven  shillings  and  six- 
pence in  the  pound,  upon  all  taxables  and  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing six  pounds  per  head,  nor  less  than  three  pounds  on  all  free- 
men not  otherwise  rated  for  such  tax  for  the  relief  of  the  poor, 
and  the  said  rate  shall  be  repeated,  as  often  as  the  said  justices 
and  overseers  shall  find  the  same  necessary. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said-recited  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor  passed  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  March,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-one, 
except  so  much  as  is  hereinbefore  altered  and  repealed,  shall 
continue,  be  and  remain  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  in  full 
force  and  effect. 

Passed  November  27,  1779.  See  the  note  to  the  Act  of  Assem- 
bly passed  March  9,  1771,  Chapter  635.  The  Act  in  the  text  was 
repealed  by  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  March  25, 1782,  Chapter  9u.. 


CHAPTER  DCCCLXXIV. 


AN  ACT  FOR  VESTING  THE  ESTATES  OF  THE  LATE  PROPRIETARIES 
OF  PENNSYLVANIA  IN  THIS  COMMONWEALTH. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  charter  from  Charles  the 
Second,  heretofore  king  of  England,  to  William  Penn,  under 
which  the  late  province,  now  state  of  Pennsylvania,  was  first 
begun  to  be  settled,  was  granted  and  held  for  the  great  ends 
of  enlarging  the  bounds  of  human  society  and  the  cultivation 
and  promotion  of  religion  and  learning;  and  the  rights  of  prop- 
erty and  powers  of  government  thereby  vested  in  the  said  Wil- 
liam Penn  and  his  heirs  were  stipulated  to  be  used  and  enjoyed 
3— X 
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as  well  for  the  benefit  of  the  settlers  as  for  his  own  particular 
emolument,  agreeable  to  the  terms  of  the  said  charter  and  of 
certain  conditions  and  concessions  entered  into  between  them: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  claims  heretofore  made 
by  the  late  proprietaries  to  the  whole  of  the  soil  contained 
within  the  bounds  of  the  said  charter,  and  in  consequence 
thereof  the  reservation  of  quit-rents  and  purchase  money  upon 
all  the  grants  of  lands  within  the  said  limits,  cannot  longer 
consist  with  the  safety,  liberty  and  happiness  of  the  good  people 
of  this  commonwealth,  who,  at  the  expense  of  much  blood  and 
treasure  have  bravely  rescued  themselves  and  their  possessions 
from  the  tyranny  of  Great  Britain,  and  are  now  defending  them- 
selves from  the  inroads  of  the  savages: 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  safety  and  happiness  of 
the  people  is  the  fundamental  law  of  society,  and  it  has  been 
the  practice  and  usage  of  states  most  celebrated  for  freedom 
and  wisdom  to  control  and  abolish  all  claims  of  power  and 
interest  inconsistent  with  their  safety  and  welfare;  and  it  being 
the  right  and  duty  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  to  as- 
sume the  direction  and  management  of  such  interest  and  prop- 
erty as  belongs  to  the  community,  or  was  designed  for  their 
advantage: 

(Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  it  has  become  necessary 
that  speedy  and  effectual  measures  should  be  taken  in  the 
premises  on  account  of  the  great  expenses  of  the  war,  and 
the  rapid  progress  of  the  neighboring  states  in  locating  and 
settling  the  lands  heretofore  uncultivated,  by  which  multitudes 
of  inhabitants  are  daily  emigrating  from  this  state: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  all  and  every  the  es- 
tate, right,  title,  interest,  property,  claim  and  demand  of  the 
heirs  and  devisees,  grantees  or  others  claiming  as  proprietaries 
of  Pennsylvania,  whereof  they  or  either  of  them  stood  seized, 
or  to  which  they  or  any  of  them  were  entitled,  or  which  to  them 
were  deemed  to  belong  on  the  fourth  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  of, 
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in  or  to  the  soil  and  land  contained  within  the  limits  of  the 
said  late  province,  now  state,  of  Pennsylvania,  or  any  part 
thereof,  together  with  the  royalties,  franchises,  lordships  and 
all  other  the  hereditaments  and  premises  comprised,  mentioned 
and  granted  in  the  same  charter  or  letters  patent  of  the  said 
King  Charles  the  Second  (except  as  hereinafter  excepted),  shall 
be  and  they  are  hereby  vested  in  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  citizens  thereof,  freed  and 
discharged  and  absolutely  acquitted,  exempted  and  indemnified 
of,  from  and  against  all  estates,  uses,  trusts,  entails,  reversions, 
remainders,  limitations,  charges,  encumbrances,  titles,  claims 
and  demands  whatsoever  from,  by  or  under  the  said  charter 
or  letters  patent  or  otherwise,  as  fully,  clearly  and  entirely 
as  if  the  said  charter  or  letters  patent,  and  the  estates,  inter- 
ests, hereditaments  and  premises  therein  comprised,  mentioned 
and  granted  and  all  other  the  estate,  right  and  title  of  the  said 
proprietaries  of,  in  and  to  the  same  premises  were  herein  tran- 
scribed and  repeated. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  soil  and  lands,  here- 
ditaments and  premises  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof 
(except  as  herein  is  excepted)  from  and  after  the  date  hereof 
shall  be  subject  to  such  disposal,  alienation,  conveyance,  divi- 
sion and  appropriation  as  to  this  or  any  future  legislature  of 
this  commonwealth  shall  from  time  to  time  seem  meet  and 
expedient  in  pursuance  of  such  law  or  laws  as  shall  for  that 
purpose  hereafter  be  made  and  provided. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  Provided  always  and  be 
it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  the 
rights,  titles,  estates,  claims  and  demands  which  were  granted 
by  or  derived  from  the  said  proprietaries,  their  officers  or  others 
by  them  duly  commissioned,  authorized  and  appointed  or  other- 
wise, or  to  which  any  person  or  persons  other  than  the  said  pro- 
prietaries were  or  are  entitled  either  in  law  or  equity  by  virtue 
of  any  deed,  patent,  warrant  or  survey,  of,  in  or  to  any  part  or 
portion  of  the  lands  comprised  and  contained  within  the  limits 
of  this  state,  or  by  virtue  of  any  location  filed  in  the  land  of- 
fice at  any  time  or  times  before  the  said  fourth  day  of  July 
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in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-six, shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  confirmed,  ratified  and 
established  forever,  according  to  such  estate  or  estates,  right 
or  interests,  and  under  such  limitations  and  uses  as  in  and  by 
the  several  and  respective  grants  and  conveyances  thereof  are 
directed  and  appointed. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  Provided  also,  and  be 
it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  the 
private  estates,  lands  and  hereditaments  of  any  of  the  said 
proprietaries  whereof  they  are  now  possessed,  or  to  which  they 
are  now  entitled  in  their  private  several  rights  or  capacity 
by  devise,  purchase  or  descent,  and  likewise  all  the  lands  called 
and  known  by  the  name  of  The  Proprietary  Tenths  or  Manors, 
which  were  duly  surveyed  and  returned  into  the  land  office 
on  or  before  the  fourth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  together  with  the  quit 
or  other  rents  and  arrearages  of  rents  reserved  out  of  the  said 
proprietary  tenths  or  manors,  or  any  part  or  parts  thereof, 
which  have  been  sold,  be  confirmed,  ratified  and  established 
forever  according  to  such  estate  or  estates  therein,  and  under 
such  limitations,  uses  and  trusts  as  in  and  by  the  several  and 
respective  reservations,  grants  and  conveyances  thereof  are 
directed  and  appointed. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  the  quit-rents 
which  at  any  time  or  times  heretofore  have  been  reserved  in 
and  by  any  warrant,  patent  or  other  conveyance  of  lands  or 
other  hereditaments  from,  by  or  under  the  said  proprietaries, 
their  officers  or  others  by  them  commissioned  and  appointed, 
and  all  and  every  the  dues  and  arrearages  of  quit-rents  and  ar- 
rearages of  purchase  moneys  for  lands  not  within  the  tenths 
or  manors  aforesaid  or  which  at  any  time  or  times  heretofore 
have  been  deemed  or  taken  to  be  due  and  in  arrear,  other  than 
the  quit  or  other  rents  reserved  within  the  proprietary  tenths 
or  manors  before  mentioned  shall  from  henceforth  cease  and 
determine  and  the  s^me  lands  and  other  hereditaments  shall 
be  held  free  and  discharged  therefrom  and  from  the  payment 
thereof  forever. 
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[Section  VI.]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  Provided  always  and  be  it 
further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  order  to 
preserve  equality  among  the  purchasers  of  land  under  the  said 
late  proprietaries,  the  said  arrears  of  purchase  money,  other 
than  for  lands  within  the  said  tenths  and  manors  shall  be  ac- 
counted to  be  due  and  payable  to  the  commonwealth. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  law  or  laws,  act 
or  acts  of  assembly  heretofore  made  and  enacted  by  the  legis- 
lature of  the  province  of  Pennsylvania,  or  such  parts  and 
clauses  thereof  by  which  any  right,  title  or  claim,  power  or  au- 
thority is  or  are  given  or  granted,  ratified  or  established  in 
the  said  proprietaries,  or  any  of  them,  their,  or  any  of  their 
officers  or  servants,  of,  in  or  to  any  of  the  estates,  lands  or  other 
hereditaments  herein  and  hereby  vested  and  confirmed  or  meant 
to  be  hereby  vested  and  confirmed  in  this  commonwealth  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  the  citizens  thereof,  or  of,  in  or  to  the  quit- 
rents  and  purchase  money  and  arrearages  thereof,  or  of,  in  or 
to  any  portion  thereof,  herein  and  hereby  released,  discharged 
and  abolished,  or  meant  so  to  be,  be  and  they  are  hereby  an- 
nulled, revoked  and  repealed. 

(Section  XII,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  freemen  of  this  common- 
wealth being  desirous  to  manifest  not  only  a  regard  to  their 
own  safety  and  happiness*  but  their  liberality  also  and  remem- 
brance of  the  enterprising  spirit  which  distinguished  the 
founder  of  Pennsylvania,  and  mindful  of  the  expectations  and 
dependence  of  his  descendants  on  the  propriety  thereof,  and 
also  that  sundry  marriage  settlements  and  testamentary  dispo- 
sitions have  been  made  thereupon,  which  will  be  wholly  de- 
feated and  the  parties  exposed  to  great  disappointment  and  loss 
if  no  provision  be  made  therein : 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  pounds  sterling  money  of  Great  Britain  be 
paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  state  to  the  devisees  and  lega- 
tees of  Thomas  Penn  and  Richard  Penn,  late  proprietaries  of 
Pennsylvania  respectively  and  to  the  widow  and  relict  of  the 
said  Thomas  Penn,  in  such  proportions  as  shall  hereafter  by  the 
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legislature  be  deemed  equitable  and  just  upon  a  full  investiga- 
tion of  their  respective  claims. 

(Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  Provided  always  that  no  part  of  the 
said  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  pounds  sterling 
shall  be  paid  within  less  than  one  year  after  the  termination 
of  the  present  war  with  Great  Britain  and  that  no  more  than 
twenty  thousand  pounds  sterling,  nor  less  than  fifteen  thou- 
sand pounds  sterling  thereof  shall  be  paid  or  payable  in  any 
one  year  until  the  whole  sum  be  fully  paid  and  discharged; 
and  the  first  annual  payment  thereof  be  made  at  the  expiration 
of  one  year  after  the  termination  of  the  said  war. 

(Section  XV,  P.  L..)  And  whereas  divers  persons  who  have 
acted  under  the  said  late  proprietaries,  or  any  of  them,  as  secre 
taries  of  the  land  office,  receiver  of  purchase  money,  rents  or 
other  income,  surveyor-general,  surveyors  of  land,  or  other- 
wise, or  being  the  heirs  or  representatives  of  such  persons,  are 
possessed  of  divers  books,  surveys,  returns  of  survey,  certifi- 
cates, orders,  or  other  documents,  instruments,  records  or  writ- 
ings, or  seals  to  the  said  propriety  belonging  or  appertaining, 
or  which  have  been  usually  lodged  and  kept  in  the  several  and 
respective  offices  of  secretary  of  the  land  office,  receiver-general, 
and  surveyor-general,  may  neglect  or  refuse  to  deliver  up  the 
same,  undiminished,  to  the  supreme  executive  council  of  this 
state,  as  is  proper  and  necessary  upon  the  passing  of  this  act: 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XVI,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  what- 
soever who  now  is,  or  are,  or  hereafter  shall  be  possessed  of  any 
of  the  said  books,  surveys,  returns  of  survey,  certificates,  orders 
or  other  documents,  instruments,  records,  writings  or  seals  and 
shall,  after  demand  thereof  in  writing,  made  by  the  president 
or  vice-president  of  the  supreme  executive  council  of  this  state 
for  one  month  after  such  demand,  refuse  or  neglect  to  deliver 
up  the  same  to  the  person  or  persons  empowered  by  the  said 
president  or  vice-president  to  receive  the  same,  such  person  or 
persons  so  refusing  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  use  of  the  com- 
monwealth any  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  thousand 
pounds  upon  being  convicted  by  indictment  in  any  court  of 
oyer  and  terminer;  and  moreover  if  such  person  or  persons  after 
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such  conviction  persist  in  such  refusal,  such  person  or  persons 
shall  be  sentenced  to  imprisonment  until  he  or  they  deliver 
the  books,  surveys  or  other  hereinbefore  mentioned  articles  by 
such  person  or  persons  withheld  as  aforesaid. 

Passed  November  27, 1779.  See  the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  April 
1,  1784,  Chapter  1094;  February  10,  1785,  Chapter  1130;  March  16, 
1785,  Chapter  1137;  March  28,  1787,  Chapter  1284;  April  9,  1794, 
Chapter  1562;  April  3,  1794,  Chapter  1727;  March  23,  1797,  Chapter 
1931 


CHAPTER  DCCCLXXV, 


AN  ACT  FOR  THE  BETTER  SUPPORT  OF  CERTAIN  OFFICERS  OF  THIS 
STATE  AND  FOR  ASCERTAINING  THE  SPECIFIC  FINES  AND  PENALr 
TIES  WHICH  THEY  MAY  INCUR  BY  NEGLECT  OF  DUTY. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  fees  of  the  officers  of  this  com- 
monwealth who  are  hereafter  mentioned  as  now  regulated  by 
law  are  by  the  great  rise  of  the  prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life, 
become  very  inadequate  to  their  expenses  whilst  they  attend 
the  public  business,  which,  if  it  be  not  remedied  must  force 
the  said  officers  to  abandon  their  employments  or  introduce 
great  exaction  or  extortion  to  the  manifest  enfeebling  of  the 
public  authority  and  oppression  of  private  persons: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  specific  fines  and  penal- 
ties to  which  the  said  officers  are  severally  and  respectively 
liable  for  neglect  of  duty,  are  generally  become  uncertain  and 
insufficient: 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  here- 
by enacted  by  the  [Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  fees  of  the  said  officers 
shall  be  estimated  and  paid  according  to  the  price  of  good  mer- 
chantable wheat,  in  manner  following,  That  is  to  say,  the  said 
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fees  as  they  were  regulated  by  law  or  practice  under  the  late 
government  of  Pennsylvania  before  the  first  day  of  July  which 
was  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-six,  shall,  from  and  after  the  publication  of  this  act,  be 
satisfied  in  good  merchantable  wheat  accounting  and  allowing 
that  a  bushel  of  such  wheat,  weighing  at  least  sixty  pounds, 
was  formerly  sold  in  times  of  war  and  difficulty  for  ten  shil- 
lings. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  be  it 
further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  for  the  ease 
and  conveniency  of  the  person  or  persons  by  whom  such  fee  or 
fees  shall  be  payable,  as  well  as  the  said  officers  such  person 
or  persons  liable  to  pay  the  same  may  tender  payment  thereof 
in  any  lawful  money  of  this  state  or  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  a  sum  proportioned  and  equal  to  the  value  and  price 
of  such  wheat,  as  the  same  from  time  to  time  shall  be  estimated 
and  declared  by  the  representatives  of  the  freemen  of  this  state 
in  general  assembly  met. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  payment  of  fees,  in  wheat  in 
manner  aforesaid,  shall  extend  to  the  fees  of  the  judge,  register 
and  marshal  of  the  court  of  admiralty;  the  secretary  of  the  su- 
preme executive  council,  who  is  hereby  granted  such  and  the 
same  fees  as  were  formerly  allowed  in  the  province  of  Pennsyl- 
vania to  the  governor's  secretary  and  clerk  of  the  council;  the 
attorney-general,  the  master  of  the  rolls,  the  prothonotary  of  the 
supreme  court,  the  sheriff  and  coroner  of  each  county;  the  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  of  the  orphan's  court,  and  of  the  common 
pleas  of  each  county;  and  the  clerks  of  the  general  quarter  ses- 
sions, orphans'  court  and  common  pleas  of  each  county,  and  of 
the  general  quarter  sessions  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia;  the 
register  for  the  probate  of  wills  and  for  granting  administra- 
tions in  each  county,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  like  fees,  as  were 
formerly  due  to  the  register-general  of  the  province  of  Penn- 
sylvania; the  recorder  of  deeds,  attorneys  at  law,  the  persons 
who  shall  be  summoned  to  appear  as  jurors  and  as  witnesses, 
the  constables  and  the  crier  of  every  court,  and  the  naval  of- 
ficer, who  is  hereby  granted  equal  and  like  fees  as  were  form- 
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erly  allowed  and  due  to  the  naval  officer  under  the  late  govern- 
ment of  Pennsylvania;  the  notaries  public,  the  inspector  of 
flour,  of  beef  and  pork  and  of  shad  and  herring;  the  collect- 
ors of  excise,  the  supervisors  of  the  highways,  the  commis- 
sioners and  assessors  of  the  public  taxes,  the  regulators  of 
party  walls  and  partition  fences  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
and  elsewhere;  the  officers  for  regulating  weights  and  measures, 
the  commissioners  for  paving  the  streets  and  the  wardens  of 
the  watch  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia;  the  health  officer,  and 
the  officer  for  enforcing  the  laws  against  importing  convicts 
and  impotent  persons,  and  his  interpreter  and  the  assisting 
physicians;  the  inspectors  of  staves  and  heading  and  of  timber, 
boards  and  planks;  the  measurers  of  wheat  and  other  corn, 
and  of  salt  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  representatives 
in  general  assembly  and  their  clerk;  and  the  wages  and  mile- 
age of  the  members  of  the  supreme  executive  council  other  than 
the  president  and  vice-president  shall  be  the  same  as  the  wages 
and  mileage  of  the  members  of  assembly  as  the  same  were  estab- 
tablished  by  the  laws  of  the  late  government  of  Pennsylvania 
and  since  revived  by  an  act  of  this  commonwealth:  Provided  al- 
ways, That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  extend  to  any  fees 
which  are  rated  by  the  pound  or  the  hundred  pounds. 

(Section  VI,  P.  L.)  Provided  also,  That  the  fees  of  the  judge 
of  admiralty,  including  his  fee  for  a  final  decree  in  the  case  of 
a  ship  or  vessel  under  the  burden  of  one  hundred  tons  shall  be 
twenty-five  bushels  of  good,  merchantable  wheat;  and  in  the 
case  of  a  ship  or  a  vessel  above  the  burden  of  one  hundred  tons 
shall  be  forty  bushels  of  such  wheat,  payable,  however,  in 
money  as  in  the  case  of  the  officers  aforesaid. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  several  specific  fines  to 
which  any  of  the  officers,  or  the  persons  summoned  on  juries 
as  aforesaid,  were  liable  before  the  fourth  day  of  July,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six, 
be  liable  and  which  they  shall  incur  for  any  offense  or  neglect 
of  duty,  shall  be  computed  and  satisfied  in  wheat,  as  in  the  case 
of  fees  as  aforesaid  and  tendered,  paid  or  levied  in  money  ac- 
cording to  the  price  of  such  wheat  from  time  to  time,  as  it  shall 
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-be  estimated  and  declared  by  the  representatives  of  the  free- 
men of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  general  assem- 
bly met  as  aforesaid. 

Passed  November  27, 1779.  See  the  notes  to  the  Acts  of  Assembly 
passed  May  28, 1715,  Chapter  20$;  August  22, 1752,  Chapter  898,  and 
the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  February  28,  1780,  Chapter  879;  March 
1,  1780,  Chapter  882;  March  8,  1780,  Chapter  888;  March  17,  1780, 
Chapter  897;  March  18, 1780,  Chapter  899;  June  21, 1781,  Chapter  945. 
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Laws  enacted  in  the  Second  Sitting  of  the  Fourth  General 
Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  which  com- 
menced at  Philadelphia,  on  Wednesday,  the  nineteenth  day  of 
January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1780. 


CHAPTER  DCCCLXXVI. 


AN  ACT  FOR  LAYING  AN  EMBARGO  ON  THB  EXPORTATION  OF  PRO- 
VISIONS FROM  THI8  STATE  BY  SEA  FOR  A  LIMITED  TIME. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  last  harvest  of  wheat  and  other 
grain,  in  this  and  the  neighboring  states  hath  not  proved  so 
abundant  as  it  was  supposed,  and  it  is  highly  necessary  that 
the  exportation  of  victuals  and  provisions  from  this  state  by 
sea  should  be  prohibited  for  a  limited  time  in  order  to  retain 
a  sufficiency  within  the  same  for  the  sustentation  of  the  in- 
habitants and  for  the  armies  and  fleets  of  the  United  States  of 
America  and  their  allies: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  an  embargo  be  and 
hereby  is  laid  on  the  exportation  by  sea,  of  wheat,  rye,  barley, 
oats,  spelts  and  Indian  corn,  and  on  all  meal  and  flour  made  of 
wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats,  spelts  or  Indian  corn,  and  on  bread, 
rice,  beef,  pork,  bacon  and  live  stock,  and  on  all  other  victuals 
and  provisions  for  the  food  of  man,  and  the  exportation  thereof 
by  sea  from  and  after  the  publication  of  this  act,  is  hereby  pro- 
hibited and  forbidden  until  the  first  day  of  September  next. 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  this  act  shall  not 
be  construed  to  restrain  the  lading  upon  any  ship  of  war  or 
other  vessel  which  shall  actually  be  in  one  of  the  ports  of 
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the  state  such  quantities  of  provisions  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  stores  only  of  such  ship  or  vessel  for  the  cruise  or 
voyage  of  such  ship  or  vessel;  nor  to  the  transportation  by 
sea,  or  exportation  of  any  victuals  or  provisions  for  the  use  of 
the  armies  or  ships  of  the  United  States  of  America  or  their 
allies,  such  transportation  or  exportation  being  first  certified 
to  the  supreme  executive  council  of  this  commonwealth,  and 
the  license  of  the  said  council  obtained  for  the  same. 

(Section  IV,  P.  L.)  Provided  also,  That  if  any  time  before  the 
first  day  of  September  next,  the  continuance  of  the  embargo 
laid  by  this  act  shall  appear  to  be  unnecessary  or  in  case  the 
neighboring  and  adjoining  states  shall  not  concur  in  an  equal 
restriction  upon  the  exportation  of  provisions  the  supreme  exe- 
cutive council  by  proclamation  may  suspend  the  said  embargo. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats, 
spelts  or  Indian  corn,  or  any  meal  or  flour  made  of  wheat,  rye, 
barley,  oats,  spelts  or  Indian  corn;  or  any  bread,  rice,  beef, 
pork,  bacon,  live  stock  or  other  victuals  or  provisions  whatso- 
ever for  the  food  of  man,  except  as  hereinbefore  is  excepted, 
shall  be  shipped  or  laden  from  and  after  the  publication  of 
this  act  on  any  ship  or  vessel  within  this  state  with  design  to 
export  the  same  by  sea  contrary  to  the  intent  and  meaning  of 
this  act,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  naval  officer,  and 
he  is  hereby  enjoined  and  required,  on  proper  information,  or 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  other  person  to  enter  on 
board  any  such  ship  or  vessel  and  to  seize  all  such  wheat,  rye, 
barley,  oats,  spelts  and  Indian  corn  and  meal  or  flour,  bread, 
rice,  beef,  pork,  bacon,  live  stock  and  other  victuals  and  pro- 
visions, together  with  the  ship  or  vessel  in  which  the  same  shall 
be  found  and  her  tackle,  apparel  and  furniture,  and  all  such  vic- 
tuals and  provisions  so  shipped  and  laden  contrary  to  this  act, 
and  the  ship  or  vessel  in  which  the  same  shall  be  so  found,  to- 
gether with  her  tackle,  apparel  and  furniture  shall  be  forfeited; 
one-third  part  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  state,  one-third  part 
thereof  to  the  use  of  the  said  naval  officer  or  other  person  who 
shall  seize  the  same  and  the  other  third  part  thereof  to  the 
use  of  the  informer. 
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[Section  in.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  it  is 
hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  claim  for 
any  ship  or  vessel  or  provisions  seized,  or  pretended  to  be  seized, 
in  pursuance  of  this  act  shall  be  admitted  unless  security  be 
first  entered  for  the  payment  of  all  costs  in  case  such  seizure  be 
condemned;  and  that  no  suit  or  action  against  the  officer  or 
person  or  persons  making  such  seizure  or  his  or  their  assist- 
ants shall  lie  unless  such  suit  or  action  be  brought  within  three 
months  after  cause  shall  be  given. 

Passed  February  28, 1780.  See  the  notes  to  the  Acts  of  Assembly 
passed  January  2,  1778,  Chapter  779;  November  17,  1778,  Chapter 
817;  and  the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  September  22,  1780,  Chapter 
917;  December  22, 1780,  Chapter  922;  February  27, 1781,  Chapter  928; 
Jane  7,  1781,  Chapter  943.    Recorded  I*  B.  No.  1,  p.  328,  ftc 


CHAPTER  DCOCLXXVIL 


AN  ACT  FOR  THE  PRESERVATION  OP  BUILDINGS  ERECTED  UPON 
THE  LANDS  OF  DIVERS  INHABITANTS  OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH, 
FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  AND  VESTING  SUCH  LAND 
WITH  THE  BUILDINGS,  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  DURING  THE  PRES- 
ENT WAR  AND  TO  PUNISH  PERSONS  FOR  WASTE  OR  TRESPASSES 
MADE,  OR  COMMITTED  THEREON,  AND  FOR  OTHER  PURPOSES 
THEREIN  MENTIONED. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  in  the  unsettled  state  of  public 
affairs  during  the  war  with  Great  Britain  the  necessities  of 
the  United  Colonies  or  States  induced  their  officers  to  take 
possession  of  the  lands  of  divers  persons,  inhabitants  of  this 
commonwealth,  for  public  use,  and  have,  at  the  public  expense, 
erected  thereon  barracks,  hospitals,  stables,  storehouses  and 
other  buildings: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  the  honorable  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  by  their  resolve  dated  the 
twenty-third  of  July  last,  have  recommended  that  suitable  pro- 
vision be  made  by  a  law  for  preserving  the  same  buildings  and 
for  punishing  those  who  shall  seize  upon  or  injure  the  same, 
and  in  some  instances  vest  the  ground  on  which  such  buildings 
are  erected  in  the  United  States: 
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[Section  L]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  all  and  every  the  build- 
ings aforesaid,  with  so  much  of  the  land  adjoining  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  purpose  for  which  such  buildings  were  erected 
be  vested  in  the  United  States  during  the  war,  and  that  the 
said  United  States  be  fully  authorized  and  empowered  to  sue 
and  maintain  any  action  or  actions  at  law  against  all  and  every 
person  or  persons  who  shall  commit  any  waste  or  trespass 
thereon  within  this  commonwealth. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  be  it 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  nothing  in  this  act 
shall  extend  to  the  justifying  any  entry  made,  or  possession 
taken  of  the  lands  or  real  estate  of  any  person  or  persons  within 
this  commonwealth,  without  the  consent  of  the  owner,  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  or  to  vest  the  same  land 
so  entered  upon  or  possessed  since  that  time  in  the  said  United 
States. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  whensoever  in  any  case  it 
shall  or  may  be  found  convenient  or  proper  to  remove  any  of 
the  said  buildings  which  are  removable,  the  United  States,  or 
their  officers  duly  appointed,  shall  and  may  be  fully  authorized 
so  to  do,  whether  the  same  buildings  were  erected  before  the  said 
first  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine 
or  since,  and  that  in  all  cases  where  the  same  building  shall 
be  so  removed,  all  title,  interest  and  property  of  the  said  United 
States  of,  in  and  to  the  lands  whereon  the  said  buildings  shall 
have  been  erected  shall  from  thenceforth  cease  and  determine. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  all  cases  where  the  title 
of  the  lands  are  in  and  by  this  act  vested  in  the  United  States 
during  the  war,  the  original  owner  or  owners  of  the  land, 
or  the  tenant  or  tenants,  shall  receive  from  the  United  States 
a  reasonable  rent  for  the  same,  according  to  the  valuation  of 
the  said  lands,  exclusive  of  the  same  buildings,  to  be  ap- 
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praised  by  three  indifferent  appraisers,  on  oath  or  affirmation, 
one  of  whom  shall  be  chosen  by  the  United  States,  or  their 
officer,  one  by  the  said  owner  or  owners,  and  a  third  by  the 
two  so  as  aforesaid  chosen;  and  that  in  case  of  the  refusal  of 
the  United  States,  or  their  officer,  to  choose,  the  owner  or 
owners  shall  and  may,  after  full  notice  given,  apply  to  the 
nearest  justice  of  the  peace  of  this  state  to  choose  a  proper 
person  on  the  part  of  the  said  United  States,  who  is  hereby  em- 
powered and  enjoined  so  to  do,  and  the  two  persons  so  chosen 
shall  choose  a  third. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  termina- 
tion of  the  present  war  with  Great  Britain,  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  to  and  for  the  United  States,  or  their  officers,  duly  au- 
thorized, in  all  cases  where  the  said  buildings  are  no  longer 
necessary  or  where  the  owner  will  not  agree  to  proper  terms 
for  continuing  the  same  buildings,  to  remove  the  same,  or  pull 
down  and  remove  the  materials,  and  the  same  to  sell  and  dis- 
pose of  or  to  sell  the  same  buildings  as  they  then  stand  to 
the  owner  or  owners  of  the  land  or  any  other  person  or  persons, 
according  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  advantageous. 

[Section  VI. ]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid  ,  That  the  United  States  of  America, 
by  the  name  aforesaid,  shall  be  able  and  capable,  within  this 
commonwealth,  now  and  at  all  times  hereafter  to  purchase,  take 
and  hold  lands,  houses,  hereditaments  and  real  estates  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  and  maintaining  necessary  public  buildings 
thereon,  by  the  gift,  grant,  bargain,  sale,  release,  enfeoffment, 
alienation  or  devise,  of  all  or  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever 
able  and  capable  to  make  the  same,  and  that  the  same  shall  be 
and  remain  subject  to  the  disposition  and  appropriation  of  the 
honorable  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  according 
to  such  estate  and  estates  therein  as  in  and  by  the  grant  or  con- 
veyance thereof  shall  or  may  be  specified  and  contained. 

Passed  February  23,  1780.  See  the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  Sep- 
tember 14,  1789,  Chapter  1434;  September  28,  1789,  Chapter  1453; 
April  15,  1795,  Chapter  1838;  February  1,  1796,  Chapter  1869;  March 
23, 1796,  Chapter  1885.     Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p,  329,  &c. 
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CHAPTER  DCCCLXXVIIL 


AN  ACT  FOR  VESTING  THE  STATE  HOUSE  IN  THE  CITY  OF  PHILA- 
DELPHIA; THE  HOUSE  IN  HIGH  STREET  IN  THE  SAID  CITY  APPRO- 
PRIATED TO  THE  USE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  SUPREME  EX- 
ECUTIVE COUNCIL  FOR  THE  TIME  BEING,  THE  PROVINCE  ISLAND 
AND  GREAT  MUD  ISLAND,  THE  MILITARY  BARRACKS  IN  THE 
NORTHERN  LIBERTIES  OF  THE  CITY  OF  PHILADELPHIA,  AND 
IN  THE  NORTHERN  PART  OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  LANCASTER,  THE 
PUBLIC  STOREHOUSE  AND  THE  MAGAZINE  FOR  SECURING  GUN- 
POWDER IN  THE  SAID  BOROUGH,  THE  SEVERAL  COURT  HOUSES, 
GAOLS,  PRISONS  AND  WORKHOUSES  OF  THE  SEVERAL  COUNTIES 
OF  THIS  STATE,  AND  ALL  OTHER  REAL  ESTATE  BELONGING  TO 
THE  PUBLIC  IN  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of 
securing  in  a  proper  manner  the  real  estate  of  the  public 
in  the  late  province,  now  state  of  Pennsylvania,  the  same  was 
vested  in  feoffees  or  trustees  or  in  bodies  politic  and  corpor- 
ate: 

And  whereas,  the  persons  enfeoffed  of  the  same  may  have, 
in  some  cases,  all  died  and  it  may  be  difficult  to  ascertain  the 
person  to  whom  the  estate  so  vested  hath  descended,  if  suits 
in  the  law  should,  be  necessary  for  the  conservation  of  the  said 
real  estate: 

For  remedy  whereof  and  to  place  the  same  on  a  uniform,  con- 
venient and  permanent  footing: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly  met,  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  state  house,  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  together  with  the  adjoining  lot  and  piece  of 
ground  thereunto  appertaining,  bounded  by  Chestnut  street 
on  the  north,  Fifth  street  from  the  river  Delaware  on  the  east, 
Sixth  street  from  the  said  river  on  the  west,  and  Walnut  street 
on  the  south,  as  the  same  are  now  vested  in  Samuel  Rhoads 
and  Edward  Penington,  and  the  house  and  lots  situate  on  High 
street,  Minor  street  and  Sixth  street,  in  the  said  city,  late  the 
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estate  of  Joseph   Galloway,   Esquire,  appropriated  and  ap- 
pointed for  the  use  of  the  president  of  the  supreme  executive 
council  by  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  vesting  the  house  and 
lots  therein  described  in  trustees  for  the  use  of  the  president 
of  the  supreme  executive  council  of  this  state  for  the  time 
being,"  *  passed  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  March  last,  and  the 
island  called  the  Province  island,  situate  on  the  south  side  of 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Schuylkill,  adjoining  to  the  river  Dela- 
ware, within  the  township  of  Kingsessing  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  heretofore  known  by  the  name  of  Fisher's  island, 
containing  about  three  hundred  and  forty-two  acres,  as  the 
same  was  held  in  trust  by  Joseph  Harvey,  Thomas  Tatnel, 
Joseph  Trotter,  James  Morris  and  Oswald  Peel  and  afterwards 
conveyed  by  the  said  Joseph  Trotter,  the  survivor  of  the  said 
trustees,  to  Joseph  Fox,  Samuel  Ehoads,  Joseph  Galloway, 
John  Baynton,  Edward  Penington,  Charles  Humphreys  and 
Michael  Hillegas,  and  the  island  in  the  river  Delaware  named 
Great  Mud  island,  or  Deep  Water  island,  situate  southward 
of  the  Province  island,  as  the  same  was  held  by  Joseph  Gallo- 
way, and  by  him  sold  for  a  fortress  to  the  public,  who  paid 
him  the  full  consideration  thereof,  but  had  no  transfer  of  the 
said  island  made  by  said  Joseph  Galloway;  yet  by  his  attainder 
it  is  become  the  estate  of  the  public,  the  military  barracks 
situate  between  Second  and  Third  streets  continued  in  the 
Northern  Liberties  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  together  with 
the  lots  and  pieces  of  land  thereunto  belonging  and  appertain- 
ing, as  the  same  was  purchased  of  Anthony  Wilkinson  and 
John  Jennings  and  wife  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  the  said 
barracks  at  the  cost  of  the  late  province,  now  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  as  the  same  are  now  vested  in  the  heirs  of  Joseph 
Fox,  deceased,  and  the  military  barracks  in  the  north  part  of 
the  borough  of  Lancaster,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  together 
with  the  lot  of  land  thereunto  appertaining  as  the  same  are 
now  held  by  James  Webb  in  trust  for  the  public,  the  public 
storehouse  situate  on  the  western  side  and  near  the  north  end 
of  Queen  street,  in  the  said  borough,  and  the  magazine  for 
securing  gunpowder  in  the  said  borough  lying  eastward  of  the 


i  Passed  March  18,  1779,  Chapter  ! 
4— X 
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said  storehouse,  and  the  new  gaol  and  workhouse  of  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia,  on  Walnut  street  and  Sixth  street, 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  as  the  same  is  now  vested  in  the 
commissioners  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  and  their 
successors  who  held  the  same  as  a  body  politic  and  corporate 
for  that  purpose  and  all  and  singular  the  court  houses,  gaols, 
prisons  and  workhouses,  together  with  the  lots  of  land  whereon 
they  severally  stand,  or  which  are  appurtenant  to  them  of  and  in 
the  several  counties  of  this  state,  as  they  now  are  or  heretofore 
have  been  vested  in  any  feoffees  or  trustees  or  in  any  bodies 
politic  and  corporate  for  the  several  use  of  the  said  counties, 
respectively,  and  also  all  other  real  estate  to  the  good  people 
of  this  commonwealth,  or  of  any  county  thereof  in  their  public 
and  collective  capacity  belonging  or  to  their  use  or  interest  for 
them  vested  and  conveyed,  shall  be  and  hereby  are  vested  in  the 
commonwealth,  freed  and  discharged  and  absolutely  acquitted, 
exempted  and  exonerated  of  and  from  and  against  all  claims  and 
demands  of  the  said  feoffees  or  trustees  or  bodies  politic  and 
corporate  or  of  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  such  feoffees  and 
trustees  and  every  of  them  and  of  the  heirs  of  such  survivors 
and  survivor  forever,  subject,  however,  to  the  several  uses,  in- 
tents, trusts,  dispositions  and  direction  for  which  the  same  have 
been  heretofore  respectively  appointed  and  limited,  and  to  none 
other,  saving  and  always  reserving  to  every  person  and  persons, 
bodies  politic  and  corporate,  his  and  their  heirs,  successors 
other  than  the  said  feoffees  and  trustees,  all  such  estates,  right, 
title  and  interest,  of,  in,  to  and  out  of  the  premises  vested  in 
trust  as  aforesaid  as  they,  every  or  any  of  them  bad  before  the 
passing  of  this  act  or  could  or  might  have  had  or  enjoyed  in 
case  this  act  had  not  been  made  or  passed. 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  nothing  in  this 
act  shall  extend  to  vest  in  the  commonwealth  the  old  tempor- 
ary prison,  situate  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  main  cross  street 
in  the  town  of  Bedford,  nor  to  vest  in  the  commonwealth  the 
old  gaol  and  workhouse  nor  the  land  thereunto  appertaining, 
fronting  on  the  south  side  of  High  street  and  extending  along 
Third  street  from  Delaware,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  as 
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the  same  was  holden  by  Joshua  Carpenter,  in  trust  for  the 
use  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia: 

[Section  II.]  But  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  the  supreme  executive  council  may  and  shall  sell 
and  convey  the  said  old  gaol  and  workhouse  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  to  the  private  use  of  the  purchaser  by  deed  or 
deeds  under  the  great  seal,  signed  by  the  president  or  vice- 
president  of  the  said  council  for  the  sole  benefit  and  advantage 
notwithstanding  of  the  said  city  and  county. 

(Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  provided  also,  That  the  representa- 
tives of  the  freemen  of  this  commonwealth  in  general  as- 
sembly met  shall  and  may,  from  time  to  time,  by  their  vote 
appoint  trustees  to  take  upon  them  the  care  and  management 
of  the  island  called  the  Province  island,  together  with  its  ap- 
purtenances, and  to  receive  the  rents,  issues  and  profits  thereof, 
and  to  account  for  the  same  and  to  make  leases,  in  like  manner 
and  under  like  restrictions  as  the  feoffees  or  trustees  of  the  said 
island,  heretofore  vested  with  the  estate  thereof  might  or  could 
do. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  so  much  of  an  act  of  assembly 
of  the  late  province  of  Pennsylvania,  entitled  "An  act  for  vest- 
ing the  Province  island  and  the  buildings  thereon  erected,  and 
to  be  erected,  in  trustees  for  providing  an  hospital  for  such 
sick  passengers  as  shall  be  imported  into  this  province,  and 
to  prevent  the  spreading  of  infectious  distempers,"1  passed  on 
the  third  day  of  February,  which  was  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-three;  and  so  much  of 
another  act  of  assembly  of  the  said  late  province,  entitled  "An 
act  for  vesting  the  state  house  and  other  public  buildings, 
with  the  lots  of  ground  whereon  the  same  are  erected,  together 
with  other  lots  situate  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  in  trustees 
for  the  uses  therein  particularly  mentioned,"2  passed  on  the 
twentieth  day  of  February,  which  was  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  so  much  of 
another  act  of  assembly  of  the  said  late  province,  entitled  "An 

i  Passed  February  3,  1743,  Chapter  357. 
*  Passed  February  30,  1736,  Chapter  343. 
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act  for  erecting  a  new  gaol,  workhouse  and  house  of  correction 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,"1  passed  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of 
February,  which  was  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-three;  and  so  much  of  another  act 
of  assembly  of  the  said  late  province,  entitled  "An  act  to  en- 
able Jeremiah  Langhorne,  William  Biles,  Joseph  Kirkbride, 
Junior,  Thomas  Watson,  practitioner  in  physic,  and  Abraham 
Chapman  to  build  a  new  court  house  and  prison  in  the  county 
of  Bucks,"2  passed  on  the  twentieth  day  of  March,  Anno  Domini 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-five,  and  so  much  of 
the  several  acts  of  assembly  of  the  said  late  province  by  which 
the  counties  of  Lancaster,  York,  Cumberland,  Berks,  North- 
ampton, Bedford,  Northumberland  and  Westmoreland  were 
erected  and  established,  and  so  much  of  an  act  of  assembly 
of  this  commonwealth,  entitled  "An  act  for  vesting  the  house 
and  lots  therein  described  in  trustees  for  the  use  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  supreme  executive  council  of  this  state  for  the 
time  being,"  passed  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  March  last,  and 
of  any  other  act  of  assembly,  which  is  hereby  altered  or  sup- 
plied by  or  is  repugnant  to  the  provisions  and  directions  of 
this  act  is  hereby  repealed  and  made  void. 

Passed  February  28,  1780.  See  the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed 
March  18,  1782,  Chapter  959;  April  1,  1784,  Chapter  1097;  April  8, 
1785,  Chapter  1165;  April  2,  1790,  Chapter  1507;  September  30,  1791; 
Chapter  1589;  April  15,  1795,  Chapter  1838.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1 
page  330,  &c. 


CHAPTER  DCCCLXXIX. 


AN  ACT  FOR  ERECTING  AN  HIGH  COURT  OF  ERRORS  AND  APPEALS. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  by  the  laws  of  the  late  province, 
now  state,  of  Pennsylvania  a  very  expensive,  difficult  and  pre- 
carious remedy  was  provided  for  parties  injured  by  erroneous 
judgments,  sentences  and  decrees  given  or  pronounced  therein, 

i  Passed  February  26,  1763,  Chapter  674. 
2  Passed  March  20,  1725,  Chapter  283. 
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by  establishing  an  appeal  from  the  final  judgment,  sentence 
or  decree  of  any  court  within  the  said  province  to  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  in  council,  or  to  such  court  or  courts  as  by  the 
said  King,  his  heirs  and  successors  should  be  appointed  in 
Britain  to  hear  and  judge  of  appeals  from  the  plantations,  in 
many  cases  to  the  denial  and  in  all  to  the  great  obstruction  of 
justice: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  good  people  of  this  com- 
monwealth, by  their  happy  deliverance  from  their  late  de- 
pendent condition,  and  by  becoming  free  and  sovereign  are 
released  from  this  badge  of  slavery  and  have  acquired  the 
transcendent  benefit  of  having  justice  administered  to  them 
at  home  and  at  moderate  costs  and  charges: 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  it  is  requisite  that  the  good 
people  of  this  commonwealth,  who  have  adopted  the  common 
law  of  England,  should  enjoy  the  full  benefit  thereof  by  the 
erection  of  a  competent  jurisdiction  within  this  state  for  the 
hearing,  determining  and  judging  in  the  last  instance  upon 
complaints  of  error  at  common  law;  and  also  that  a  competent 
court  of  appeals  should  be  provided  within  the  same  for  review- 
ing, reconsidering  and  correcting  the  sentences  and  decrees  of 
the  court  of  admiralty  other  than  in  cases  of  capture  upon  the 
water  in  time  of  war  from  the  enemies  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  likewise  the  decrees  and  sentences  of  the  several 
registers  of  wills  and  for  granting  administrations: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  when  any  final  judg- 
ment shall  be  hereafter  given  [in  the  supreme  court]  in  any 
suit  or  action,  real,  personal  or  mixed,  or  when  any  final  decree 
or  sentence  shall  be  pronounced  in  the  court  of  admiralty  of 
this  commonwealth  other  than  in  cases  of  capture  as  aforesaid, 
or  when  any  final  decree  or  sentence  shall  be  pronounced  by 
any  register  of  wills  and  for  granting  administrations,  the  party 
or  parties,  his,  her  and  their  heirs,  executors  or  administrators, 
against  whom  such  judgment,  decree  or  sentence  shall  be  given, 
may  sue  forth,  in  the  case  of  a  complaint  of  error  in  the  su- 
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preme  court,  a  writ  of  error,  according  to  the  course  of  the 
common  law,  but  not  otherwise,  under  the  less  seal  of  the 
commonwealth,  directed  to  the  chief  justice  or  other  justice 
or  justices  of  the  said  court,  commanding  him  or  them  to  cause 
the  record,  and  all  other  things  concerning  the  judgment  com- 
plained of  to  be  brought  before  the  court  hereinafter  men- 
tioned and  constituted. .  And  in  case  of  an  appeal  brought  from 
a  definitive  sentence  or  decree  of  the  court  of  admiralty,  or 
of  any  register  of  wills  and  for  granting  administrations,  the 
appellant  or  appellants  shall  be  allowed  and  shall  have  his,  her 
or  their  appeal  to  the  said  court. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  president  of  the  supreme 
executive  council,  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  the  judge 
of  the  admiralty  for  the  time  being,  together  with  three  per- 
sons of  known  integrity  and  ability  to  be  appointed  and  com- 
missioned for  seven  years  and  removeable  from  office  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court  now  are,  be 
and  they  are  hereby  constituted  a  court  of  record,  by  the  name, 
style  and  title  of  the  high  court  of  errors  and  appeals;  and  the 
said  high  court  of  errorsand  appeals,  or  anyfourormore  of  them, 
shall  have  power  and  authority  to  examine  all  such  errors  as 
shall  be  assigned  or  found,  in  or  upon  any  such  judgment 
given  in  the  supreme  court,  and  thereupon  to  affirm  or  reverse 
the  same  judgment  as  the  course  of  the  common  law  and  jus- 
tice shall  require,  other  than  for  errors  to  be  assigned  for  want 
of  form,  in  any  writ,  return,  plaint,  bill,  declaration  or  other 
pleading,  process,  verdict  or  proceeding  whatsoever;  and  that 
after  the  said  judgment  shall  be  affirmed  or  reversed  the  record 
and  proceedings  and  all  things  concerning  the  same  shall  be 
remitted  into  the  said  supreme  court,  to  the  end  that  such  fur- 
ther proceedings  may  be  had  thereupon  as  well  for  execution 
as  otherwise  as  to  justice  shall  appertain,  and  the  said  court  of 
errors  and  appeals  shall  receive,  hear  and  decide  all  such  ap- 
peals from  the  court  of  admiralty,  and  the  registers  of  wills 
and  for  granting  administrations  as  aforesaid. 

(Section  VI,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  such  of  the  jus- 
tices of  the  supreme  court,  and  no  other,  or  the  judge  of  ad- 
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miralty,  as  the  case  may  be,  who  shall  have  heard  and  de- 
termined any  of  the  causes  removed  or  brought  by  writ  of  error 
or  by  appeal  into  the  said  court  of  errors  and  appeals  shall  be 
excluded  from  sitting  again  judicially  on  the  hearing  of  the 
same  cause  or  controversy  in  the  said  court  of  errors  and  ap- 
peals. And  to  the  end  that  writs  of  error  may  not  be  brought 
or  appeals  allowed  as  aforesaid  for  matters  of  small  and  frivol- 
ous value  or  for  mere  delay: 

[Section  III.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  no  such  writ  of  error  shall  be  granted 
nor  any  appeal  be  allowed  as  aforesaid,  until  the  party  or  par- 
ties in  error,  appellant  or  appellants,  his,  her  or  their  agent 
or  attorney  in  fact  shall  file  an  affidavit  or  affirmation  with 
the  clerk  of  the  said  court  attesting  that  the  matter  in  contro- 
versy exceeds  the  value  of  four  hundred  bushels  of  wheat; 
and  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  in  error  or  the  appellant 
or  appellants  shall  enter  into  a  recognizance  to  the  defendant 
or  defendants  in  error  or  to  the  appellee  or  appellees,  with  two 
sufficient  sureties  in  double  the  sum  or  double  the  value  in  dis- 
pute, conditioned  to  prosecute  his,  her  or  their  writ  of  error 
or  appeal  with  effect  in  the  said  court  of  errors  and  appeals; 
which  said  recognizance  shall  be  taken  in  the  proper  court  or 
before  the  register  for  the  probate  of  wills  and  granting  letters 
of  administration,  if  the  appeal  is  from  his  sentence,  and  sub- 
scribed by  one  of  the  judges  or  by  the  said  register,  and  if  the 
judgment  or  decree  shall  be  thereupon  affirmed  or  if  the 
plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  in  error  or  appellant  or  appellants  shall 
fail  to  prosecute  his,  her  or  their  suit  with  effect,  then  to  sat- 
isfy the  condemnation  money,  together  with  damages,  or  other- 
wise abide  the  judgment  in  error  or  the  decree  in  appeal,  with 
double  costs,  but  if  the  said  judgment  or  decree  shall  be  re- 
versed, each  party  shall  pay  his,  her  and  their  own  costs  in 
the  said  court  of  errors  and  appeals.  And  until  such  security 
shall  be  given,  the  power,  authority  or  proceedings  of  the  said 
supreme  court,  court  of  admiralty  or  register,  respectively,  shall 
not  be  suspended. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  upon  the  hearing  of  any  cause 
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litigated  before  the  register  of  wills  and  for  granting  of  admin- 
istrations, the  depositions  of  the  several  witnesses,  examined 
therein  shall  be  taken  in  writing,  and  made  part  of  the  pro- 
ceeding in  the  cause;  upon  which  the  said  court  of  errors  and 
appeals  may  reverse  the  decree  of  the  said  register  for  any  error 
arising  either  in  fact  or  law  or  affirm  the  same  according  to 
the  merits  and  justice  of  the  case. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  be  it 
further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  the  said 
register,  upon  a  dispute  upon  fact[s]  arising  before  him,  shall 
send  an  issue  into  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county  to  try 
the  said  facts,  which  he  shall  do  at  the  request  of  either  party, 
and  a  verdict  establishing  the  said  facts  be  returned,  the  said 
facts  shall  not  be  re-examined  on  appeal;  and  that  no  appeal 
from  the  decree  of  the  said  register  concerning  the  validity  of  a 
will  or  the  right  to  administer  shall  stay  the  proceedings  or  pre- 
judice the  acts  of  any  executor  or  adminstrator  pending  the 
same,  provided  the  executor  shall  give  sufficient  security  for  the 
faithful  execution  of  the  will  and  testament  to  the  register; 
but  in  case  of  refusal  the  said  register  is  hereby  directed  to 
grant  letters  of  administration  during  the  dispute  which  shall 
suspend  the  power  of  such  executor  during  that  time. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any 
party  or  parties  who  have  heretofore  appealed  in  any  cause 
from  the  supreme  court  of  the  late  province  of  Pennsylvania  to 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  in  council,  and  upon  which  no  judg- 
ment was  had  before  the  fourth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  to  bring 
a  new  writ  of  error  according  to  the  common  law  and  not 
otherwise  before  the  said  court  of  errors  and  appeals,  and 
the  said  court  is  hereby  empowered  and  enjoined  to  proceed 
therein  to  judgment,  as  in  other  causes  made  cognizable  in 
said  court  by  this  act;  provided  security  be  first  given  and  an 
affidavit  or  affirmation  attesting  that  the  value  of  the  matter 
in  dispute  exceeds  the  sum  in  like  case  hereinbefore  limited, 
be  filed  as  aforesaid. 

[Section  VII. ]  (Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
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by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  court  of  errors  and 
appeals  shall  sit  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  at  least  twice  in 
every  year;  that  is  to  say,  on  the  sixth  day  of  April  and  twen- 
tieth day  of  September,  and  if  either  of  the  said  days  should 
happen  to  be  on  a  Sunday  then  on  the  next  day  following,  and 
if  there  be  any  causes  depending  before  the  said  court  shall 
have  power  to  adjourn  from  time  to  time  and  to  require  and 
compel  the  attendance  of  sheriffs,  coroners,  constables  and 
other  ministerial  officers  as  fully  as  any  court  of  justice  in 
this  commonwealth  can  or  may  do;  and  the  said  court  of 
errors  and  appeals  may  appoint  a  suitable  person  to  be  their 
clerk  and  register,  and  ascertain  and  allow  reasonable  and  mod- 
erate fees  to  such  clerk  and  register  and  to  any  other  officer 
employed  by  the  said  court. 

[Section  VIII. ]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  Provided  always  and 
be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  fine 
or  common  recovery,  nor  any  judgment  in  any  real,  personal 
or  mixed  action,  nor  any  appeal  from  the  court  of  admiralty 
or  register  of  wills  and  for  granting  administrations  shafi  be 
avoided  or  reversed  for  any  defect  or  error  therein,  unless  the 
writ  of  error  be  commenced  or  the  appeal  brought  and  prose- 
cuted with  effect  within  twenty  years  after  such  fines  levied, 
common  recovery  suffered,  judgment  signed  or  entered  of  record 
or  decree  be  pronounced. 

(Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  Provided  nevertheless,  That  if  any 
person  who  is  or  shall  be  entitled  to  any  such  writ  of  error, 
or  appeal,  as  aforesaid,  shall  at  the  time  of  such  title  accrued, 
be  within  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  covert,  non  compos 
mentis,  in  prison  or  out  of  the  limits  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  that  then  such  person,  his  or  her  heirs,  executors 
or  administrators,  notwithstanding  the  said  twenty  years  be 
expired  shall  and  may  bring  his,  her  and  their  writ  of  error 
or  appeal  for  the  reversing  of  any  such  fine,  recovery  or  judg- 
ment so  as  the  same  be  done  within  five  years  after  his  or  her 
full  age,  discoverture,  coming  to  sound  mind,  enlargement  out 
of  prison  or  return  into  some  one  of  the  United  States  of 
America  but  not  afterwards  nor  otherwise. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
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by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  judge  of  admiralty 
and  every  of  the  three  persons  to  be  appointed  and  associated 
with  the  president  of  the  supreme  executive  council  and  judges 
of  the  supreme  court,  as  judges  of  the  said  court  of  errors  and 
appeals  shall  be  entitled  to  the  value  of  two  bushels  of  wheat 
for  each  day  they  shall  attend  upon  the  business  of  the  said 
court,  to  be  estimated  and  paid  according  to  the  directions  of 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  better  support  of  certain  offi- 
cers of  this  state,  and  for  ascertaining  the  specific  fines  and 
penalties  which  they  may  incur  by  neglect  of  duty,"  *  by  an 
order  on  the  state  treasurer  drawn  in  council  and  signed  by  the 
president  or  vice-president. 

Passed  February  2S,  1780.  See  the  note  to  the  Act  of  Assembly 
passed  May  22,  1722,  Chapter  256;  and  the  act  of  Assembly  passed 
September  19, 1785,  Chapter  1187.  The  Act  In  the  text  was  repealed 
by  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  April  18,  1791,  Chapter  1576.  Re- 
corded L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  3S2,  &c. 


CHAPTER  DCCCLXXX. 


AN  ACT  FOR  THE  MORE  EFFECTUAL  SUPPLY  AND  HONORABLE  RE- 
WARD OF  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  TROOPS  IN  THE  SERVICE  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  honorable  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  did,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  May,  Anno  Domini 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  resolve  and 
provide  in  the  words  and  manner  following,  viz.:  "That  all 
military  officers  commissioned  by  Congress,  who  now  are,  or 
hereafter  may  be,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  shall 
continue  therein  during  the  war  and  do  not  now  hold  any 
office  of  profit,  under  the  said  states,  or  any  of  them,  shall, 
after  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  be  entitled  to  receive  annually, 
for  the  term  of  seven  years,  if  they  shall  live  so  long,  one-half 
of  the  present  pay  of  such  officer,  provided  that  no  general 
officer  of  the  cavalry,  artillery  or  infantry  shall  be  entitled 

i  Passed  November  27,  1779,  Chapter  875. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1780]  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  59 

to  receive  more  than  the  one-half  part  of  the  pay  of  a  colonel 
of  such  corps,  respectively,  and  provided  that  this  resolution 
shall  not  extend  to  any  officer  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  unless  he  shall  have  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  and 
shall  actually  reside  within  some  one  of  the  United  States." 
And  whereas  the  military  commissioned  officers  in  the  federal 
army  of  the  United  States  belonging  to  this  state  have  not 
only  distinguished  themselves  in  the  field  by  their  courage 
and  bravery,  but  have  exhibited  extraordinary  proofs  of  pa- 
triotism, disinterestedness  and  sacrifice  of  private  considera- 
tions to  the  public  good. 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  continuance  of  the  war 
and  the  signal  services  and  sufferings  of  the  said  troops  since 
the  passing  the  above  resolve  have  made  it  highly  proper 
to  enlarge  and  extend  the  benefits  thereof.  And  the  legislature 
of  this  state,  being  desirous  to  manifest  a  just  sense  of  the  im- 
portant services  which  have  been  rendered  by  the  said  officers 
and  soldiers,  and  in  future  to  supply  them  with  such  neces- 
saries as  may  enable  them  to  support  and  perform  the  duties 
of  their  several  stations  with  cheerfulness  and  alacrity: 

[Section  L]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  half  pay  aforesaid,  so  far  as 
it  respects  the  military  commissioned  officers  of  this  state  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  continued  to  the  said 
officers  and  every  of  them  surviving  the  said  term  of  seven 
years,  and  who  shall  be  entitled  and  admitted  to  the  same  in 
pursuance  of  the  said  resolves,  for  and  during  the  lives  of  such 
officers  and  officer,  and  that  the  rules  following  shall  be  duly 
observed  in  the  application  and  payment  thereof,  that  is  to  say: 

First.  That  no  person  shall  have  or  receive  any  part  of  the 
same  who  was  a  minor  under  the  age  of  eighteen  years  when 
the  regiment  or  company  in  which  he  served  shall  be  reduced. 

Secondly.  That  no  person  shall  have  or  receive  the  said  half 
pay  or  any  part  thereof  but  such  as  have  done  actual  service 
in  some  regiment  or  company. 

Thirdly.  That  the  said  half  pay  nor  any  part  thereof  shall 


Digitized  by 


Google 


60  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  [1780 

[not]  be  allowed  to  any  person  by  virtue  of  any  warrant  or 
appointment  except  to  such  persons  as  would  have  been  other- 
wise entitled  to  receive  the  same  as  reduced  officers  or  to  such 
brevet  officers  as  are  hereafter  mentioned. 

Fourthly.  That  the  same  shall  not  be  allowed  or  extended  to 
the  officers  of  any  new  raised  corps,  or  of  any  troops  who  have 
been  enlisted  for  a  shorter  term  than  the  continuance  of  the 
present  war. 

Fifthly.  That  the  same  shall  not  be  allowed  to  any  officer 
who  shall  not  have  taken  the  oath  or  oaths  of  allegiance  which 
now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  required  of  the  other  subjects  of 
this  state,  and  also  reside  in  some  one  of  the  United  States. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  publi- 
cation of  this  act  the  widows  of  such  commissioned  military 
officers  as  have  fallen  in  battle  or  died  in  actual  service  or 
captivity,  and  whose  husbands,  if  they  had  lived,  would  have 
been  entitled  to  such  half  pay,  and  those  who  may  hereafter 
become  the  widows  of  officers  so  falling  in  battle  or  dying  in 
actual  service  or  captivity  during  the  continuance  of  the  present 
war  shall  be  entitled  to  the  half  of  the  pay  which  their  hus- 
bands were  respectively  entitled  to  whilst  in  said  service,  dur- 
ing their  widowhood  and  no  longer. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  on  the  petition  of  any  of 
the  said  widows  to  the  orphans'  court  in  any  county  of  this  state 
the  said  court  shall,  in  a  summary  way,  inquire  into  the  claim 
of  such  widow  to  the  half  pay  allowed  by  this  act,  and  the  said 
court,  on  receiving  satisfactory  proof  of  the  marriage  and 
that  the  husband  of  the  said  widow  would,  if  he  had  lived, 
have  been  entitled  to  half  pay  under  this  act,  which  proof 
shall  be  by  a  certificate  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the 
colonel  or  other  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  bat- 
talion or  company  to  which  the  deceased  last  belonged,  set- 
ting forth  the  commission  which  he  last  held  and  the  regi- 
ment, battalion  or  company  in  which  he  last  served,  and 
also  the  time  and  place  of  his  death,  such  certificate  to  be 
attested  under  the  hands  of  two  witnesses;  or,  in  the  case  of 
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the  widow  of  such  commanding  officer,  from  the  officer  next  in 
command.  And  the  said  petitioner  shall  produce  also  to  the 
court  the  commission  under  which  such  claim  shall  be  made 
or  at  least  a  certificate  from  the  honorable  the  board  of  war 
of  the  United  States  that  such  commission  had  issued;  where- 
upon, if  the  said  court  shall  be  satisfied  of  the  justice  of  such 
claim  it  shall  proceed  to  ascertain  the  same  by  way  of  annuity, 
and  make  an  order  on  the  county  treasurer  for  the  payment 
of  such  annuity,  either  quarterly  or  annually,  as  to  the  said 
court  shall  seem  meet  according  to  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  this  act,  and  the  said  treasurer  shall  advance  and  pay 
the  said  annuity  as  it  becomes  due  out  of  any  moneys  belonging 
to  the  state,  which  he  may  have  in  his  hands  and  shall  be  al- 
lowed the  same  in  passing  his  accounts. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  orphans'  court  shall 
once  in  three  months  in  every  year  examine  the  record  of 
such  annuities,  and  send  an  authentic  list  of  the  names  of 
the  said  widows  and  sums  to  which  they  are  respectively  enti- 
tled to  the  county  treasurer,  distinguishing  therein  the  names 
of  such  annuitants  as  have  died  or  been  married  again,  and  the 
clerk  of  the  said  court,  once  in  every  year,  or  oftener  if  required, 
shall  transmit  a  copy  of  such  list  to  the  secretary  of  the  su- 
preme executive  council  of  this  state. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  lands  which  have  been  or 
may  hereafter  be  granted  within  this  state  to  any  officers 
or  soldiers  of  the  line  of  this  state  by  virtue  of  any  resolu- 
tion of  Congress  or  law  of  this  state  as  a  reward  for  their 
services  shall  be  and  are  hereby  exempted  from  taxation  for 
and  during  the  life  of  such  officer  or  soldier,  respectively,  unless 
the  same  shall  be  transferred  or  aliened  to  any  other  person. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  major-general,  briga- 
dier-general, colonel,  lieutenant-colonel,  major,  captain,  lieu- 
tenant, ensign,  chaplain,  surgeon  and  surgeon's  mate  belonging 
to  the  troops  of  Pennsylvania  and  engaged  to  serve  during  the 
present  war  shall,  during  his  continuance  in  actual  service,  be 
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furnished  with  one  complete  suit  of  regimental  uniform  clothes 
once  in  every  year  and  no  more,  and  that  the  supreme  executive 
council  shall  from  time  to  time  purchase  and  procure  the  same 
at  the  charge  of  this  commonwealth  out  of  any  of  the  unappro- 
priated moneys  in  the  state  treasury,  the  said  suit  of  clothes 
to  consist  of  the  following  articles,  viz. :  One  hat,  one  coat,  one 
waistcoat,  two  pair  of  breeches*  three  pair  of  stockings,  thread 
or  worsted,  three  pair  of  shoes,  three  shirts,  three  stocks. 

(Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  troops  of  this  state  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  enlisted  for  and  during  the  continuance  of  the  present 
war  and  serving  in  the  field  have  been  greatly  distressed  by 
the  excessive  advance  in  the  prices  of  divers  necessaries  and 
accomodations  not  included  in  the  ration  of  provisions  fur- 
nished to  them  by  the  public,  and  also  by  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing them  at  places  distant  from  the  place  of  manufacture  or 
importation: 

(Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  assembly  of  this  state 
did  heretofore,  by  sundry  resolves,  authorize  and  empower  the 
supreme  executive  council  of  this  state  to  draw  upon  the  state 
treasurer  from  time  to  time  for  any  sums  of  money  which  they 
should  judge  necessary  to  relieve  in  some  measure  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  officers  and  soldiers  belonging  to  this  state  and  serv- 
ing in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  to  appoint  commis- 
saries to  purchase  rum,  sugar,  coffee,  tea,  chocolate,  tobacco 
and  hard  soap  and  such  other  articles  as  to  the  said  council 
might  appear  necessary  and  suitable  for  the  comfort  of  the  said 
troops,  under  such  regulations  and  restrictions  as  are  set  forth 
and  expressed  in  the  said  resolves: 

(Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  council  in  the  execution 
of  the  said  resolves  did  direct  that  the  distribution  and  issue 
of  the  said  enumerated  articles  should  not  exceed  the  ratio 
or  proportion  following,  That  is  to  say,  for  each  ration  of  provi- 
sions to  which  each  officer  and  soldier  as  aforesaid  shall  be 
respectively  entitled  by  the  acts  of  Congress,  one  pint  of  rum, 
half  a  pound  of  sugar,  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  coffee,  one  ounce 
of  tea,  half  a  pound  of  chocolate  and  one-quarter  of  a  pound  of 
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tobacco,  once  in  every  week,  and  the  same  having  been  found 
by  experience  to  be  beneficial  and  satisfactory: 

[Section  VII. ]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  the  purchase  and  supply  of  the  said 
enumerated  articles  shall  be  and  are  hereby  continued  for  the 
benefit  of  the  said  officers  and  soldiers  of  this  state  during  their 
actual  service  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
said  articles  shall  be  distributed  and  issued  to  them  in  the 
proportions  above  set  forth  and  at  the  following  prices,  to  wit, 
rum,  or  spirits,  by  the  gallon,  five  shillings;  muscovado  sugar, 
three  shillings  and  nine  pence  per  pound;  tea,  at  twelve  shil- 
lings per  pound;  hard  soap,  at  one  shilling  and  three  pence  per 
pound;  tobacco,  at  nine  pence  per  pound,  or  under  such  other 
rules  and  regulations  as  the  president  or  vice-president  in 
council  may  and  shall,  from  time  to  time,  direct,  and  that  the 
supreme  executive  council  shall  defray  the  expense  of  procur- 
ing the  said  articles,  and  the  distribution  thereof  from  time 
to  time  out  of  such  moneys  as  are  or  may  be  in  the  state  treas- 
ury not  specially  appropriated. 

(Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  Provided,  That  no  officer  or  soldier  shall 
be  deemed  entitled  thereto  unless  while  on  actual  duty  in 
camp  or  garrison  or  march,  and  that  no  issues  be  made  thereof 
at  any  time  under  the  name  or  character  of  back  rations. 

(Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  Provided  also,  That  no  officer  shall  be 
deemed  entitled  to  a  proportion  of  the  said  clothing  or  stores  for 
more  than  one  commission,  nor  any  officer  of  this  state  holding 
or  appointed  to  any  rank  by  brevet  unless  when  so  appointed  and 
distinguished  by  the  honorableCongress  for  extraordinary  merit 
and  so  signified  in  his  commission;  in  which  case  and  the  same 
being  duly  made  known  to  the  supreme  executive  council,  such 
brevet  officer  shall  be  empowered  by  special  order  of  council 
to  receive  like  privileges  and  benefits  as  other  officers  in  the 
line. 

[Section  VIII.  ]  (Section  XV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  officers,  seamen  and 
marines  employed  in  the  service  of  this  state,  and  who  were 
in  actual  service  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  March  last  and  shall 
continue  therein  to  the  end  of  the  present  war  or  till  honor- 
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ably  discharged  shall  be  entitled  to  the  allowances  and  benefits 
hereinbefore  granted  to  the  military  officers  and  soldiers,  re- 
spectively of  the  Pennsylvania  troops  as  to  half  pay  and  cloth- 
ing and  to  like  supply  and  distribution  of  the  articles  above 
enumerated,  subject  to  the  same  limitations  and  conditions; 
the  half  pay  of  the  said  officers  of  the  navy  to  commence  at  the 
expiration  of  the  present  war  or  their  discharge. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XVI,  P.  L.)  Be  it  also  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  the  widows  of  any  of  the  said  officers 
of  the  said  navy  who  now  are  or  have  been  in  actual  service 
and  have  been  killed  or  died  in  such  service  shall  be  entitled  to 
half  pay  in  the  same  manner  and  under  the  same  limitations 
and  conditions  as  the  widows  of  officers  in  the  land  service 
hereinbefore  mentioned. 

(Section  XVII,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  may  often  happen  that 
officers  in  both  the  sea  and  land  service  may  be  killed  or  die 
therein  having  a  child  or  children  and  no  wife,  or  such  widow 
may  remarry  or  die,  in  which  case  the  said  children  may  become 
destitute: 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  such  case  the  said  orphans' 
court  shall  and  it  is  hereby  empowered  to  nominate  one  or 
more  suitable  persons  to  be  guardians  of  the  said  child  or 
children  and  to  order  and  direct  the  half  pay  to  which  the 
father  would  have  been  entitled  to  be  paid  to  such  guardian 
or  guardians  for  such  time  and  in  such  manner  as  to  the  said 
court  shall  seem  meet,  so  as  the  same  be  not  longer  than  such 
child  or  children  respectively  attains  the  age  of  fourteen  years, 
and  in  like  manner  in  case  of  the  death  or  marriage  of  any 
officer's  widow  having  a  child  or  children,  to  transfer  and  set 
over  the  half  pay  by  her  enjoyed  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  such 
child  or  children,  not  exceeding  the  term  aforesaid. 

[Section  XI.]  (Section  XX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  the  officers  and  soldiers 
who  have  been  or  shall  be  regularly  transferred  from  any  of 
the  regiments  forming  the  line  of  this  state  into  the  invalid 
regiment  and  such  transfer  duly  certified  by  the  commanding 
officer  thereof  to  the  president  or  vice-president  in  council, 
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shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  entitled  to  all  the  benefits,  privi- 
lges  and  advantages  which  are  by  this  act  granted  to  any  of- 
ficers or  soldiers  belonging  to  this  state.  And  in  order  that  the 
persons  for  whom  the  benefits  and  advantages  aforesaid  are 
intended  may  be  clearly  ascertained  and  determined. 

[Section  XIL]  (Section  XX,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  they  are  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
line  of  this  state  in  the  federal  army  consisting  of  eleven  regi- 
ments of  infantry,  and  the  regiment  of  artillery,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Thomas  Proctor,  including  the  companies  of  artillery 
now  or  late  commanded  by  the  Captains  Porter,  Lee,  Jones 
and  Coren,  the  invalids  aforesaid,  the  Pennsylvania  officers  and 
soldiers  in  the  several  corps  of  guards,  light  dragoons,  artillery 
and  infantry  other  than  the  artificers  who  are  no  part  of  the 
eighty-eight  battalions  originally  apportioned  on  the  states 
and  who  are  or  shall  be  considered  by  the  honorable  Congress 
as  part  of  the  quota  of  this  state  and  accepted  as  such  by  the 
president  or  vice-president  in  council,  and  the  naval  officers 
above  mentioned. 

(Section  XXI,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  no  officer  or 
soldier  of  the  army  shall  be  admitted  to  the  benefits  and  ad- 
vantages aforesaid,  unless  he  be  ascertained  to  belong  to  the 
quota  of  this  state  in  the  manner  and  form  directed  and  pre- 
scribed in  and  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  fifteenth  day  of 
March  last,  and  accepted  by  the  president  or  vice-president  in 
council  as  aforesaid,  nor  shall  any  such  officer  or  soldier  be 
entitled  to  the  continuance  of  the  same  unless  it  shall  appear 
by  returns  to  be  made  every  three  months  or  oftener  by  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  division,  brigade  or  separate  com- 
mand under  whom  such  officer  or  soldier  shall  serve,  that  such 
person  shall  continue  in  the  federal  army,  nor  unless  such 
officer  or  soldier  shall  be  certified  to  be  commissioned  and 
enlisted  for  and  during  the  present  war. 

(Section  XXII,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  public  service  may 
hereafter  require  further  arrangements,  regulations  and  altera- 
tions to  be  made  of  the  regiments  in  the  line  of  the  state  and 
of  the  officers  who  may  compose  the  same  or  be  entitled  to  the 
benefits  of  this  act. 
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[Section  XIII.]  (Section  XXIII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  entitled 
to  the  emoluments,  privileges  and  benefits  by  this  act  allowed 
and  granted  shall  refuse  to  conform  to  such  arrangements, 
regulations  and  alterations  as  may  be  hereafter  made  by  the 
honorable  the  Congress  of  these  United  States  or  by  the  su- 
preme executive  council  of  this  state  in  concurrence  with  the 
commander-in-chief  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful,  and  the  president  or  vice-president  in  coun- 
cil are  hereby  authorized,  to  retain  and  withhold  the  said  bene- 
fits and  advantages  hereby  given  from  any  siich  regiment, 
troop,  company,  officer  or  persons  so  refusing  for  and  during 
such  refusal,  anything  hereinbefore  contained  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

[Section  XIV.]  (Section  XXIV,  P.  L.)  Be  it  also  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  difficulty  or  doubt  should 
arise  concerning  the  persons  entitled  to  the  benefits  and  ad- 
vantages granted  by  this  act  other  than  the  widows  and  child- 
ren aforesaid  the  same  shall  be  adjudged  and  finally  determined 
by  the  supreme  executive  council  of  this  state. 

Passed  March  1, 1780.  See  the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  December 
18, 1780,  Chapter  920;  December  23, 1780,  Chapter  926;  April  10, 1781, 
Chapter  941;  June  25,  1781,  Chapter  946;  September  29,  1781,  Chap- 
ter 951;  October  1,  1781,  Chapter  955;  April  13,  1782,  Chapter  971; 
January  31, 1783,  Chapter  1002;  March  12,  1783,  Chapter  1007;  March 
21,  1783;  Chapter  1024;  September  23,  1783,  Chapter  1042;  March 
16,  1785,  Chapter  1137;  March  24, 1785,  Chapter  1139;  March  25, 1785, 
Chapter  1143;  April  8, 1785,  Chapter  1166;  (the  three  Acts  of  Assem- 
bly passed)  September  22,  1785,  Chapters  1191,  1192,  1194;  March  8, 
1786,  Chapter  1210;  March  25,  1786,  Chapter  1219;  March  10,  1787, 
Chapter  1271;  September  11,  1787,  Chapter  1306;  September  13,  1788, 
Chapter  1352;  November  20,  1789,  Chapter  1466;  March  27,  1790, 
Chapter  1493;  September  30, 1791,  Chapter  1592;  April  6, 1792;  Chap- 
ter 1592;  April  6,  1792,  Chapter  1637;  April  10,  1792,  Chapter  1644; 

J  April  5,  1793,  Chapter  1671;  April  11,  1793,  Chapter  1696;  April  17, 

1795,  Chapter  1855;  February  14, 1797,  Chapter  1917;  March  20,  1797, 

,  Chapter  1928;  April  9,  1799,  Chapter  2068;  April  11,  1799;  Chapter 

2081;  February  23,  1801,  Chapter  2194.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p. 
335,  &c. 
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CHAPTED  DCCCLXXXI. 


AN  ACT  FOR  THE  GRADUAL  ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  When  we  contemplate  our  abhorrence  of 
that  condition  to  which  the  arms  and  tyranny  of  Great  Britain 
were  exerted  to  reduce  us,  when  we  look  back  on  the  variety  of 
dangers  to  which  we  have  been  exposed,  and  how  miraculously 
our  wants  in  many  instances  have  been  supplied  and  our  deliv- 
erances wrought,  when  even  hope  and  human  fortitude  have 
become  unequal  to  the  conflict,  we  are  unavoidably  led  to  a 
serious  and  grateful  sense  of  the  manifold  blessings  which  we 
have  undeservedly  received  from  the  hand  of  that  Being  from 
whom  every  good  and  perfect  gift  cometh.  Impressed  with 
these  ideas,  we  conceive  that  it  is  our  duty,  and  we  rejoice 
that  it  is  in  our  power,  to  extend  a  portion  of  that  freedom 
to  others,  which  hath  been  extended  to  us,  and  a  release  from 
that  state  of  thraldom,  to  which  we  ourselves  were  tyrannically 
doomed,  and  from  which  we  have  now  every  prospect  of  being 
delivered.  It  is  not  for  us  to  enquire  why,  in  the  creation  of 
mankind,  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  parts  of  the  earth 
were  distinguished  by  a  difference  in  feature  or  complexion. 
It  is  sufficient  to  know  that  all  are  the  work  of  an  Almighty 
Hand.  We  find  in  the  distribution  of  the  human  species  that 
the  most  fertile  as  well  as  the  most  barren  parts  of  the  earth 
are  inhabited  by  men  of  complexions  different  from  ours  and 
from  each  other,  from  whence  we  may  reasonably,  as  well  as 
religiously  infer,  that  He,  who  placed  them  in  their  various 
situations,  hath  extended  equally  His  care  and  protection  to 
all,  and  that  it  becometh  not  us  to  counteract  His  mercies: 

We  esteem  it  a  peculiar  blessing  granted  to  us,  that  we  are 
enabled  this  day  to  add  one  more  step  to  universal  civilization 
by  removing  as  much  as  possible  the  sorrows  of  those  who 
have  lived  in  undeserved  bondage,  and  from  which  by  the  as- 
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sumed  authority  of  the  Kings  of  Britain,  no  effectual  legal 
relief  could  be  obtained.  Weaned  by  a  long  course  of  experi- 
ence from  those  narrow  prejudices  and  partialities  we  had 
imbibed,  we  find  our  hearts  enlarged  with  kindness  and  benevo- 
lence towards  men  of  all  conditions  and  nations,  and  we  con- 
ceive ourselves  at  this  particular  period  extraordinarily  called 
upon,  by  the  blessings  which  we  have  received,  to  manifest  the 
sincerity  of  our  profession  and  to  give  substantial  proof  of  our 
gratitude: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  condition  of  those  per- 
sons who  have  heretofore  been  denominated  negro  and  mulatto 
slaves,  has  been  attended  with  circumstances  which  not  only 
deprived  them  of  the  common  blessings  that  they  were  by 
nature  entitled  to,  but  has  cast  them  into  the  deepest  afflic- 
tions by  an  unnatural  separation  and  sale  of  husband  and  wife 
from  each  other,  and  from  their  children,  an  injury  the  great- 
ness of  which  can  only  be  conceived  by  supposing  that  we  were 
in  the  same  unhappy  case.  In  justice,  therefore,  to  persons 
so  unhappily  circumstanced,  and  who,  having  no  prospect  be- 
fore them  whereon  they  may  rest  their  sorrows  and  their 
hopes,  have  no  reasonable  inducement  to  render  that  service 
to  society  which  they  otherwise  might,  and  also  in  grateful 
commemoration  of  our  own  happy  deliverance  from  that  state 
of  unconditional  submission  to  which  we  were  doomed  by  the 
tyranny  of  Britain: 

[Section  L]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  all  persons,  as  well  negroes  and 
mulattoes  as  others  who  shall  be  born  within  this  state,  from 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall  not  be  deemed  and 
considered  as  servants  for  life  or  slaves;  and  that  all  servitude 
for  life  or  slavery  of  children  in  consequence  of  the  slavery 
of  their  mothers,  in  the  case  of  all  children  born  within  this 
state  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  and  hereby  is  utterly  taken  away,  extinguished  and  forever 
abolished. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  be  it 
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further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  negro 
and  mulatto  child  born  within  this  state  after  the  passing  of 
this  act  as  aforesaid  who  would  in  case  this  act  had  not  been 
made,  have  been  born  a  servant  for  years  or  life  or  a  slave,  shall 
be  deemed  to  be  and  shall  be,  by  virtue  of  this  act  the  servant 
of  such  person  or  his  or  her  assigns  who  would  in  such  case 
have  been  entitled  to  the  service  of  such  child  until  such  child 
shall  attain  unto  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years,  in  the  manner 
and  on  the  conditions  whereon  servants  bound  by  indenture 
for  four  years  are  or  may  be  retained  and  holden,  and  shall 
be  liable  to  like  correction  and  punishment,  and  entitled  to 
like  relief  in  case  he  or  she  be  evilly  treated  by  his  or  her 
master  or  mistress,  and  to  like  freedom  dues  and  other  privi- 
leges as  servants  bound  by  indenture  for  four  years  are  or 
may  be  entitled  unless  the  person  to  whom  the  service  of  any 
such  child  shall  belong  shall  abandon  his  or  her  claim  to  the 
same,  in  which  case  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  city,  town- 
ship or  district,  respectively  where  such  child  shall  be  so 
abandoned,  shall  [by  indenture]  bind  out  every  child  so  aband- 
oned as  an  apprentice  for  a  time  not  exceeding  the  age  herein- 
before limited  for  the  service  of  such  children. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  person  who  is  or  shall 
be  the  owner  of  any  negro  or  mulatto  slave  or  servant  for  life 
or  till  the  age  of  thirty-one  years,  now  within  this  state,  or 
his  lawful  attorney  shall,  on  or  before  the  said  first  day  of 
November  next,  deliver,  or  cause  to  be  delivered,  in  writing 
to  the  clerk  of  the  peace  of  the  county  or  to  the  clerk  of  the 
court  of  record  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  which  he  or  she 
shall  respectively  inhabit,  the  name  and  surname  and  occupa- 
tion or  profession  of  such  owner  and  the  name  of  the  county 
and  township,  district  or  ward  wherein  he  or  she  resideth, 
and  also  the  name  and  names  of  any  such  slave  and  slaves  and 
servant  and  servants  for  life  or  till  the  age  of  thirty-one  years, 
together  with  their  ages  and  sexes  severally  and  respectively 
set  forth  and  annexed,  by  such  person  owned  or  statedly  em- 
ployed and  then  being  within  this  state,  in  order  to  ascertain 
and  distinguish  the  slaves  and  servants  for  life  and  years  till  the 
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age  of  thirty-one  years,  within  this  state  who  shall  be  such  on 
the  said  first  day  of  November  next,  from  all  other  persons, 
which  particulars  shall  by  said  clerk  of  the  sessions  and 
clerk  of  said  city  court  be  entered  in  books  to  be  provided  for 
that  purpose  by  the  said  clerks;  and  that  no  negro  or  mulatto 
now  within  this  state  shall,  from  and  after  the  said  first  day 
of  November,  be  deemed  a  slave  or  servant  for  life  or  till  the 
age  of  thirty-one  years  unless  his  or  her  name  shall  be  entered 
as  aforesaid  on  such  record  except  such  negro  and  mulatto 
slaves  and  servants  as  are  hereinafter  excepted;  the  said  clerk 
to  be  entitled  to  a  fee  of  two  dollars  for  each  slave  or  servant 
so  entered  as  aforesaid  from  the  treasurer  of  the  county,  to 
be  allowed  to  him  in  his  accounts. 

(Section  VI,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  any  person  in 
whom  the  ownership  or  right  to  the  service  of  any  negro  or 
mulatto  shall  be  vested  at  the  passing  of  this  act,  other  than 
such  as  are  hereinbefore  excepted,  his  or  her  heirs,  executors, 
administrators  and  assigns,  and  all  and  every  of  them  severally 
shall  be  liable  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  city,  township 
or  district  to  which  any  such  negro  or  mulatto  shall  become 
chargeable,  for  such  necessary  expense,  with  costs  of  suit 
thereon,  as  such  overseers  may  be  put  to  through  the  neglect 
of  the  owner,  master  or  mistress  of  such  negro  or  mulatto,  not- 
withstanding the  name  and  other  descriptions  of  such  negro 
or  mulatto  shall  not  be  entered  and  recorded  as  aforesaid; 
unless  his  or  her  master  or  owner  shall,  before  such  slave  or 
servant  attain  his  or  her  twenty-eighth  year,  execute  and  record 
in  the  proper  county,  a  deed  or  instrument  securing  to  such 
slave  or  servant  his  or  her  freedom. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  offenses  and  crimes  of 
negroes  and  mulattoes  as  well  slaves  and  servants  and  [sic] 
[as]  freemen,  shall  be  inquired  of,  adjudged,  corrected  and  pun- 
ished in  like  manner  as  the  offenses  and  crimes  of  the  other  in- 
habitants of  this  state  are  and  shall  be  enquired  of,  adjudged, 
corrected  and  punished,  and  not  otherwise,  except  that  a  slave 
shall  not  be  admitted  to  bear  witness  against  a  freeman. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
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by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  all  cases  wherein  sentence 
of  death  shall  be  pronounced  against  a  slave,  the  jury  before 
whom  he  or  she  shall  be  tried  shall  appraise  and  declare  the 
value  of  such  slave,  and  in  case  such  sentence  be  executed,  the 
court  shall  make  an  order  on  the  state  treasurer,  payable  to 
the  owner  for  the  same  and  for  the  costs  of  prosecution,  but  in 
case  of  a  remission  or  mitigation  for  the  costs  only. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  reward  for  taking  up  run- 
away and  absconding  negro  and  mulatto  slaves  and  servants 
and  the  penalties  for  enticing  away,  dealing  with  or  harboring, 
concealing  or  employing  negro  and  mulatto  slaves  and  servants 
shall  be  the  same,  and  shall  be  recovered  in  like  manner  as 
in  case  of  servants  bound  for  four  years. 

[Section  VII. ]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  man  or  woman  of  any 
nation  or  color,  except  the  negroes  or  mulattoes  who  shall  be 
registered  as  aforesaid  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  be  deemed, 
adjudged  or  holden,  within  the  territories  of  this  common- 
wealth, as  slaves  or  servants  for  life,  but  as  free  men  and  free 
women,  and  except  the  domestic  slaves  attending  upon  dele- 
gates in  Congress  from  the  other  American  states,  foreign  min- 
isters and  consuls,  and  persons  passing  through  or  sojourning 
in  this  state,  and  not  becoming  resident  therein;  and  seamen 
employed  in  ships,  not  belonging  to  any  inhabitant  of  this  state 
nor  employed  in  any  ship  owned  by  any  such  inhabitant:  [Pro- 
vided such  domestic  slaves  be  not  aliened  or  sold  to  any  inhabit- 
ant] nor  (except  in  the  case  of  members  of  Congress,  foreign 
ministers  and  consuls)  retained  in  this  state  longer  than  six 
months. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  XI,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  be 
it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  this  act, 
nor  anything  in  it  contained,  shall  not  give  any  relief  or  shelter 
to  any  absconding  or  runaway  negro  or  mulatto  slave  or  ser- 
vant, who  has  absented  himself  or  shall  absent  himself  from 
his  or  her  owner,  master  or  mistress,  residing  in  any  other 
state  or  country,  but  such  owner,  master  or  mistress,  shall  have 
like  right  and  aid  to  demand,  claim  and  take  away  his  slave 
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or  servant  as  he  might  have  had  in  case  this  act  had  not  been 
made.  And  that  all  negro  and  mulatto  slaves  now  owned,  and 
heretofore  resident  in  this  state,  who  have  absented  themselves 
or  been  clandestinely  carried  away,  or  who  may  be  employed 
abroad  as  seamen,  and  have  not  returned  op  been  brought  back 
to  their  owners,  masters  or  mistresses,  before  the  passing  of  this 
act  may,  within  five  years  be  registered  as  effectually  as  is 
ordered  by  this  act  concerning  those  who  are  now  within  this 
state,  on  producing  such  slave  before  any  two  justices  of  the 
peace,  and  satisfying  the  said  justices  by  due  proof  of  the  former 
residence,  absconding,  taking  away  or  absence  of  such  slave  as 
aforesaid;  who,  thereupon,  shall  direct  and  order  the  said  slave 
to  be  entered  on  the  record  as  aforesaid. 

(Section  XII,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  attempts  may  be  made  to 
evade  this  act  by  introducing  into  this  state  negroes  and  mu- 
lattoes  bound  by  covenant  to  serve  for  long  and  unreasonable 
terms  of  years,  if  the  same  be  not  prevented: 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  covenant  of  personal  servi- 
tude or  apprenticeship  whatsoever  shall  be  valid  or  binding 
on  a  negro  or  mulatto  for  a  longer  term  than  seven  years,  unless 
such  servant  or  apprentice  were  at  the  commencement  of  such 
servitude  or  apprenticeship  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years; 
in  which  case  such  negro  or  mulatto  may  be  holden  as  a  servant 
or  apprentice  respectively  according  to  the  covenant,  as  the 
case  shall  be  until  he  or  she  shall  attain  the  age  of  twenty-eight 
years,  but  no  longer. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  an  act  of  assembly  of  the 
province  of  Pennsylvania,  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  five,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  trial  of  ne- 
groes,"1 and  another  act  of  assembly  of  the  said  province, 
passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty- 
five,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  better  regulating  of  negroes  in 
this  province," 2  and  another  act  of  assembly  of  the  said  pro- 
vince passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 

i  Passed  January  12,  1705-06,  Chapter  143. 
2  Passed  March  5,  1725-26,  Chapter  292. 
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one,  entitled  "An  act  for  laying  a  duty  on  negro  and  mulatto 
slaves  imported  into  this  province,"1  and  also  another  act  of 
assembly  of  the  said  province,  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-three,  entitled  "An  act  for  making 
perpetual  an  act  for  laying  a  duty  on  negro  and  mulatto  slaves 
imported  into  this  province  and  for  laying  an  additional  duty 
on  said  slaves,"2  shall  be  and  are  hereby  repealed,  annulled 
and  made  void. 

Passed  March  1, 1780.  See  the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  October  1, 
1781,  Chapter  953;  March  29,  1788,  Chapter  1346;  December  8,  1789, 
Chapter  1476.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  339,  &c. 


CHAPTEE  DCCCLXXXII. 


AN  ACT  TO  COMPEL.  THE  SETTLEMENT  OP  THE  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  in  the  course  of  the  present  contest 
between  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of  America  and 
Great  Britain  very  large  and  great  expenditures  and  advances 
of  public  money  have  been  made  by  the  good  people  of  Pennsyl- 
vania in  the  common  cause: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  many  of  the  persons  to  whom 
such  advances  of  money  have  been  made,  regardless  of  the 
public  welfare,  as  well  as  of  their  own  credit  and  character,  have 
refused  or  neglected  and  do  still  refuse  or  neglect  to  exhibit 
their  accounts  and  vouchers  and  to  settle  their  accounts  not- 
withstanding the  opportunity  which  has  been  given  and  the  re- 
peated calls  which  have  been  made  upon  such  defaulters  by  the 
auditors  appointed  and  authorized  in  [and]  by  an  act  of  as- 
sembly of  this  commonwealth,  entitled  "An  act  for  settling 
the  accounts  of  the  late  committee  and  council  of  safety,"8 
passed  on  the  second  day  of  September,  which  was  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight; 

i  Passed  March  14,  1761,  Chapter  467. 
*  Passed  February  26,  1773,  Chapter  681. 
s  Passed  September  2,  1778,  Chapter  806. 
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and  a  supplement  to  the  said  act,  passed  on  the  fifth  day  of  De- 
cember following,  and  a  further  supplement  to  the  said  act,1 
passed  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  March  last,  whereby  the  said 
auditors  were  also  authorized  to  audit,  adjust  and  settle  the 
accounts  of  the  late  navy  board  and  board  of  war  of  this  state, 
and  such  other  accounts  as  may  be  intimately  connected  with 
the  same: 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  divers  of  the  said  defaulters 
who  ought  to  have  attended  upon  and  accounted  with  the  com- 
mittees of  account  of  the  assemblies  of  this  commonwealth, 
or  one  of  the  said  committees,  though  such  persons  [have]  been 
frequently  called  on  by  the  committee  of  accounts  for  the  time 
being  to  appear  before  such  committee  and  to  exhibit  their 
accounts  and  vouchers,  in  order  that  their  several  accounts 
might  be  adjusted  and  settled,  have  refused  or  neglected  to 
appear  before  the  said  committee  or  to  exhibit  their  accounts 
and  vouchers  and  have  their  several  accounts  settled  as  afore- 
said: 

(Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  it  is  highly  necessary  as  well 
for  ascertaining  and  settling  the  account  of  the  expenditures 
made  as  aforesaid  by  Pennsylvania,  before  the  revolution,  and 
since,  at  the  request  and  for  the  account  of  the  honorable  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  of  America,  as  the  accounts  of  the 
special  exertions  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  common  cause,  in 
order  to  satisfy  the  good  people  of  this  state  of  the  proper  and 
just  application  of  the  public  treasure,  and  of  the  necessity 
of  submitting  to  the  heavy  taxes  which  have  been  laid  upon 
them.  In  order,  therefore,  to  compel  the  defaulters  aforesaid, 
and  every  of  them  and  all  others  to  whom  the  public  moneys 
of  Pennsylvania  may  have  been  advanced,  either  before  the 
revolution  or  since,  or  who  may  be  otherwise  possessed  thereof 
and  who  ought  to  account  for  the  same  to  appear  before  the 
auditors  appointed  or  to  be  appointed  by  or  in  pursuance  of 
this  act  to  attend  the  said  auditors  and  produce  their  accounts 
and  vouchers,  and  settle  their  said  accounts,  and  pay  over  to  the 
treasurer  of  this  state  the  balances  which  may  be  respectively 
due  to  the  commonwealth  from  such  defaulters: 


i  Passed  December  5,  1778,  Chapter  824. 
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[Section  L]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  Joseph  Dean,  John  Purviance  and 
Samuel  Miles,  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  Esquires, 
are  hereby  appointed  auditors  with  full  power  to  collect,  audit, 
liquidate,  adjust  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  late  committee 
of  safety  and  of  the  council  of  safety  of  Pennsylvania,  who 
ceased  to  act  in  the  month  of  March,  which  was  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  and 
all  others  which  ought  to  have  been  settled  before  the  auditors 
appointed  by  or  in  pursuance  of  the  acts  aforesaid,  and  have 
not  been  finally  settled  and  adjusted,  and  the  accounts  of  such 
defaulters  as  aforesaid,  who  were  accountable  before  the  com- 
mittee of  accounts  of  any  former  house  of  assembly,  and  the 
accounts  of  all  such  persons  who  have  been  or  may  be  entrusted 
with  or  have  or  may  become  possessed  of  the  moneys,  goods 
or  effects  of  this  commonwealth,  and  are  or  shall  be  account- 
able for  the  same,  except  as  hereafter  excepted,  and  shall  fail 
so  to  settle  their  several  accounts  and  in  any  case  wherein  it 
shall  appear  that  a  balance  of  moneys  shall  be  due  by  any  such 
person  or  persons  to  this  commonwealth,  the  said  auditors,  or 
any  two  of  them,  shall  direct  that  payment  thereof  be  made  to 
the  treasurer  of  this  state,  and  the  certificate  of  the  said  audit- 
ors, or  any  two  of  them,  shall  be  conclusive  evidence  in  an  ac- 
tion of  debt  at  the  suit  of  the  commonwealth  against  any 
person  or  persons  of  the  sums  of  money  which  such  person  or 
persons  owe  or  may  be  indebted  to  the  commonwealth  and  no 
set  off  or  deduction  from  the  same  shall  be  admitted;  and  in 
case  any  person  or  persons,  his,  her  or  their  heirs,  executors 
or  administrators  to  whom  the  moneys  of  this  state  have  been 
advanced,  or  to  whose  hands  such  moneys  have  or  may  come, 
and  who  are  or  may  be  accountable  for  the  same  before  the 
said  auditors  shall  upon  the  final  settlement  of  his,  her,  or 
their  accounts  satisfy  the  said  auditors,  or  any  two  of  them, 
that  there  is  a  balance  of  money  due  to  such  person  or  persons 
from  the  commonwealth,  the  said  auditors  shall  make  an  order 
for  the  same  on  the  said  treasurer,  payable  to  the  person  or 
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persons  entitled  to  receive  the  same,  which  order  the  said  treas- 
urer is  hereby  directed  to  pay. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  auditors,  or  any  two 
of  them,  are  hereby  directed  and  empowered  to  open  an  office 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  for  the  purpose  of  regularly  receiv- 
ing, auditing  and  settling  the  said  accounts  and  may  hire  and 
employ  skilful  accountants  or  clerks  to  assist  them  in  the  busi- 
ness hereby  committed  to  them,  and  allow  to  such  accountants 
and  clerks  suitable  compensations  for  their  services,  and  the 
said  auditors  shall  give  public  notice  of  their  appointment 
and  of  the  place  where  the  said  office  shall  be  kept  by  advertise- 
ments inserted  in  some  newspaper  printed  in  the  said  city 
and  by  like  advertisements  to  be  read  in  the  courts  of  general 
quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  to  be  held  for  said  city  and  the 
several  counties  of  the  state,  requiring  all  persons  who  ought 
to  account  before  the  said  auditors  to  attend  at  the  said  office 
or  elsewhere  as  is  hereinafter  provided,  and  produce  their  ac- 
counts and  vouchers  and  other  evidence  necessary  to  support 
and  ascertain  the  same,  and  that  all  such  defaulters  do  at- 
tend the  said  auditors  and  comply  with  the  directions  of  this 
act  under  the  pains  and  disabilities  therein  provided,  and  the 
justices  of  the  peace  in  the  said  several  courts  of  general 
quarter  sessions  shall  cause  this  act  to  be  read  aloud  in  the 
said  courts  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  more  generally 
known. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  auditors  shall  be  and 
are  hereby  authorized  to  purchase  and  prepare  proper  and  suffi- 
cient books  in  which  they  shall  enter  all  accounts  by  them 
settled,  therein  carefully  distinguishing  and  separating  all  such 
accounts  and  charges  as  are  the  proper  accounts  and  charges 
of  this  state,  from  such  as  belong  to  the  account  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  or  any  of  them,  and  to  call  upon  the  former 
auditors  of  accounts  as  aforesaid  for  the  several  books,  papers 
and  records  belonging  to  the  said  office. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  su- 
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preme  executive  council  of  this  state  to  be  useful  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  this  necessary  business  and  the  ease  of  persons 
accountable  before  the  said  auditors  who  reside  at  a  great  dis- 
tance from  the  said  city,  the  said  council  may  direct  the  said 
auditors  to  give  their  attendance  at  one  or  more  place  [sic]  with- 
in this  state  on  the  western  side  of  the  river  Susquehanna,  and 
at  two  or  more  several  places  other  than  the  said  city  eastward 
of  the  said  river  for  such  length  of  time  as  shall  be  judged 
suitable  for  the  purpose  of  receiving,  adjusting  and  settling 
the  accounts  of  such  persons  who  dwell  remote  from  the  said 
city,  due  notice  of  the  same  being  first  given  by  advertisement 
in  some  newspaper  printed  in  the  said  city,  and  in  the  courts 
of  general  quarter  sessions  as  aforesaid.  And  the  better  to 
enable  the  said  auditors  to  obtain  a  full  and  certain  knowledge 
of  the  accounts  directed  to  be  settled  by  them  as  aforesaid, 
and  to  make  a  speedy  as  well  as  a  just  settlement  thereof: 

[Section  V.]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
said  auditors,  or  any  two  of  them,  as  often  as  there  shall  be 
occasion,  to  call  before  them  by  subpoena  or  summons,  and  in 
case  of  contempt  to  issue  a  writ  of  attachment  in  order  to 
compel  the  appearance  of  any  person  or  persons,  who  is  or  may 
be  accountable  before  the  said  auditors  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
or  who  the  said  auditors  may  reasonably  suppose  is  or  are 
capable  of  giving  evidence  or  information  concerning  the  said 
accounts,  or  any  of  them,  and  the  said  auditors,  or  any  two 
of  them,  are  hereby  authorized  to  examine  upon  oath  or  affirma- 
tion any  person  as  a  witness  respecting  any  such  account, 
which  oath  or  affirmation  the  said  auditors,  or  any  of  them,  is 
hereby  empowered  to  administer;  and  in  case  any  person  or 
persons  on  whom  such  subpoena  or  summons  shall  be  served, 
being  accountable  before  the  said  auditors,  shall  refuse  to  ap- 
pear, as  in  such  writ  shall  be  expressed  and  directed,  or  having 
appeared  before  the  said  auditors,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to 
exhibit  his,  her  or  their  accounts,  and  attend  the  settlement 
thereof  or,  being  summoned  as  a  witness,  shall  neglect  or  refuse 
to  appear  before  the  said  auditors  at  the  time  and  place  ap- 
pointed in  and  by  such  subpoena  or  summons,  and  shall  make 
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default  thereupon,  or  having  appeared  as  aforesaid,  shall  refuse 
to  make  a  full  disclosure  of  his,  her  or  their  knowledge  in  the 
matter  depending  before  the  said  auditors,  the  said  auditors,  or 
any  two  of  them,  may  award  an  attachment  and  commit  such 
delinquent  or  delinquents  to  the  common  gaol  of  the  county, 
there  to  be  holden  till  such  person  or  persons  shall  submit  to 
the  said  auditors,  and  comply  with  the  directions  of  this  act; 
and  all  persons  who  shall  be  summoned  as  witnesses  by  the  said 
auditors,  and  every  sheriff,  coroner  or  other  officer  to  whom 
they  shall  direct  their  precepts  or  writs  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
allowed  like  fees  for  their  attendance  and  services  as  witnesses 
summoned  to  appear  in  the  inferior  courts  of  justice  and 
sheriffs,  corners  and  other  officers  are  entitled  to  in  such 
courts;  such  costs,  together  with  such  further  charges  accru- 
ing, to  be  levied  on  the  several  delinquents  by  the  said  auditors, 
or  any  two  of  them,  by  warrant  in  like  manner  as  small  debts 
are  recoverable. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  be 
it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  upon  any 
subpoena  or  summons  requiring  the  attendance  of  any  person 
or  persons  before  the  said  auditors  as  aforesaid,  a  return  be 
made  that  such  person  is  not  to  be  found  within  the  proper 
county,  that  the  said  auditors,  or  any  two  of  them,  may  issue 
an  attachment  and  proceed  thereon  as  aforesaid  as  if  such 
subpoena  or  summons  had  been  duly  served. 

[Section  VII. ]  (Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or  persons 
who  by  virtue  of  this  act  are  or  shall  be  accountable  before 
the  said  auditors  for  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  which  have 
been  or  may  be  advanced  to  such  person  or  persons,  or  for 
any  moneys,  goods,  chattels  or  effects,  which  have  or  may  come 
to  the  hands  or  possession  of  such  person  or  persons,  shall,  for 
three  months  after  the  service  of  such  subpoena  or  summons  as 
aforesaid,  or  three  months  after  demand  made  in  the  general 
quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  of  the  city  or  county  where  such 
person  or  persons  last  abode,  for  such  person  or  persons  to 
appear  before  the  said  auditors  and  exhibit  and  settle  his  ac- 
counts as  aforesaid,  refuse  or  neglect  to  obey  such  subpoena, 
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summons  or  demand,  and  comply  with  the  directions  of  this 
act,  that  such  person  and  persons  so  refusing  and  neglecting 
shall  be  liable  to  an  action  of  debt  or  other  action  at  the 
suit  of  the  commonwealth  for  the  whole  of  the  sum  and  sums 
of  money,  goods,  chattels  and  effects  belonging  to  the  public 
which  he  ought  to  account  for  as  aforesaid  before  the  said 
auditors,  and  shall  be  forever  barred  of  setting  off  any  charge 
or  expenditure  thereout  and  from  recovering  any  satisfaction 
for  any  services  done  for  the  public,  unless  the  said  auditors, 
or  any  two  of  them,  shall,  before  the  said  term  of  three  months 
be  expired,  certify  in  behalf  of  such  person  or  persons  that  it  is 
reasonable  that  further  time  be  allowed  to  such  person  or  per- 
sons for  exhibting  and  settling  his,  her  or  their  accounts,  in 
which  case,  upon  sufficient  security  being  entered  by  the  party 
or  parties  in  whose  behalf  such  certificate  shall  be  made  for  the 
whole  money  or  other  property  unaccounted  for  by  such  person 
or  persons,  the  supreme  executive  council  may  by  an  entry  on 
their  journal  allow  of  further  time  as  aforesaid. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  auditors  shall 
be  and  hereby  are  authorized  to  draw  on  the  treasurer  of  this 
state  for  such  moneys  as  may  be  necessary  to  purchase  books, 
paper,  quills  and  ink,  and  for  office  rent  and  for  the  salaries 
of  their  clerk  or  clerks  and  other  necessary  charges  and  ex- 
penses. And  in  case  any  of  the  persons  who  are  hereby  ap- 
pointed auditors  as  aforesaid  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  act  as 
such,  or  in  case  any  vacancy  shall  happen  in  the  said  board  of 
auditors  by  death  or  otherwise,  that  then  and  in  such  case 
the  supreme  executive  council  of  this  state  in  the  recess  of 
the  assembly  shall  fill  up  the  same;  otherwise  the  same  shall 
be  filled  by  vote  of  the  assembly  as  often  as  the  same  shall  be 
necessary.  And  each  of  the  said  auditors  shall  be  entitled  to 
and  receive  for  his  services  in  the  execution  of  this  act  the 
value  of  two  bushels  of  wheat  as  the  same  from  time  to  time 
shall  be  declared  by  the  assembly  in  pursuance  of  an  act,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  better  support  of  certain  officers  of  this 
state,  and  for  ascertaining  the  specific  fines  and  penalties  which 
they  may  incur  by  neglect  of  duty,"  *  for  each  day  he  shall  at- 
i  Passed  November  27, 1779,  Chapter  875. 
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tend  on  and  be  employed  in  auditing  and  adjusting  the  ac- 
counts aforesaid,  or  such  other  recompense  as  the  assembly 
shall  direct,  and  the  supreme  executive  council  may  draw  orders 
on  the  treasurer  of  this  state,  payable  to  the  said  auditors  sev- 
erally, for  the  moneys  hereby  allowed  to  them. 

(Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  Provided  that  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  prevent  the  settlement  of  the  following  accounts  before 
the  committee  of  accounts  appointed  annually  by  the  house  of 
assembly,  to  wit,  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  state 
treasurer,  the  general  loan  office,  light-house  rates,  duties  on 
slaves,  collectors  of  excise,  Province  island  and  other  public 
estates,  county  commissioners  and  treasurers  and  the  inci- 
dental charges  of  the  house  of  general  assembly. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  aforesaid  act  of  assembly, 
entitled  "An  act  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  late  committee 
and  council  of  safety,"1  with  the  supplement  and  further  sup- 
plement thereto  and  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  compel  certain 
persons  intrusted  with  public  moneys  by  or  for  the  use  of  this 
commonwealth  to  account  for  the  same,  and  to  pay  such  parts 
thereof  as  they  shall  be  chargeable  with  into  the  state  treas- 
ury,"2 passed  the  second  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-nine,  are  hereby  repealed  and  made  void. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XV,  P.  L.)  Provided  nevertheless  and 
be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  this  re- 
peal shall  not  extend  to  or  affect  any  settlement  of  accounts 
made  by  the  auditors  or  commissioners  appointed  by  or  in  pur- 
suance of  the  said  acts  so  repealed,  or  any  of  them,  but  that 
the  same  shall  be  as  sufficient  and  of  like  effect  as  if  the  same 
were  made  and  settled  in  pursuance  of  this  act. 

Passed  March  1,  1780.  See  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  May  30, 
1780,  Chapter  909.  The  Act  in  the  text  was  repealed  by  the  Act  of 
Assembly  passed  April  13,  1782,  Chapter  970.  Recorded  L.  B. 
No.  1,  p.  342,  &c. 

i  Ante  Chapters  806,  824,  825. 
2  Chapter  838. 
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CHAPTER  DCCCLXXXIII. 


AN  ACT  TO  ALTER  AND  AMEND  AN  ACT  OF  ASSEMBLY  ENTITLED  "AN 
ACT  FOR  THE  EFFECTUAL  SUPPRESSION  OF  PUBLIC  AUCTIONS  AND 
VENDUES,  AND  TO  PROHIBIT  MALE  PERSONS  CAPABLE  OF  BEARING 
ARMS  FROM  BEING  HAWKERS  AND  PEDDLERS,"  SO  FAR  AS  TO  AL- 
LOW THE  SALE  BY  PUBLIC  AUCTION  OF  GOODS  DAMAGED  OR  SHIP- 
WRECKED. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  in  the  act  of  assembly,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  effectual  suppression  of  public  auctions  and 
vendues  and  to  prohibit  male  persons  capable  of  bearing  arms 
from  being  hawkers  and  peddlers,"1  passed  on  the  twenty-sixth 
day  of  November  last,  no  provision  was  made  for  the  sale  by 
public  auction  of  damaged  goods  or  goods  saved  out  of  ships 
op  vessels  wrecked  or  which,  for  the  satisfaction  of  insurers 
and  others,  it  may  be  proper  and  reasonable  should  be  sold  after 
that  manner: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  publi- 
cation of  this  act,  all  goods  and  merchandise  which  shall  really 
and  bona  fide  be  damaged  and  in  a  perishable  condition,  or 
which  shall  be  saved  out  of  any  ship  or  vessel  cast  away  or 
wrecked  or  so  circumstanced  by  distress  of  storms  or  otherwise 
that  the  cargo  or  lading  thereof  ought  to  be  sold  for  the  ac- 
count of  [the]  insurers,  and  anchors  and  cables  taken  up  at  sea 
or  in  the  river  or  bay  of  Delaware  and  which  ought  to  be  sold  to 
ascertain  the  salvage  due  thereupon  to  the  person  or  persons 
who  may  take  up  the  same,  may  be  sold  at  public  auction 
or  vendue  the  said  act  notwithstanding,  subject,  however,  to 
the  rules  and  restrictions  therein  prescribed  as  to  the  sale  by 
public  auction  or  vendue  of  goods  and  merchandise  thereby 
permitted  to  be  sold  by  public  auction  or  vendue. 


i  Passed  November  26, 1779,  Chapter  870. 
6— X 
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[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  Provided  always  and  be  it 
further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  before  the 
auctioneer  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  shall  proceed  to  sell  by 
public  auction  or  vendue  any  goods  op  merchandise  by  virtue 
of  this  act,  he  shall  be  furnished  with  the  license  of  the  presi- 
dent or  vice-president  in  council  authorizing  such  sale  in  which 
the  goods  and  merchandize  thereby  permitted  to  be  sold  as 
aforesaid  shall  be  specified  and  particularized,  such  license  to 
be  grounded  on  the  report  on  oath  or  affirmation  of  three  judi- 
cious and  indifferent  men  who,  being  appointed  by  the  said 
president  or  vice-president  in  council  for  that  purpose,  shall 
have  carefully  enquired  of  and  viewed  the  said  goods  and  mer- 
chandise and  found  them  to  come  within  the  intent  and  benefit 
of  this  act. 

Passed  March  2,  1780.  See  the  note  to  the  Act  of  Assembly 
passed  November  26,  1779,  Chapter  870.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1, 
p.  346,  &c. 


CHAPTER  DOCCLXXXIV. 


AN  ACT  FOR  CONFIRMING  AND  AMENDING  THE  CHARTER  OF  THE 
GERMAN  LUTHERAN  CONGREGATION  IN  AND  NEAR  THE  CITY  OF 
PHILADELPHIA  IN  THE  STATE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  members  of  the  corporation 
called  and  known  by  the  name  of  "The  Rector,  Vestrymen  and 
Church- Wardens  of  the  German  Lutheran  Congregation  in  and 
near  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania," 
by  their  petition  have  shown  that  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-five,  by  the  charter  of  the 
then  proprietaries,  Thomas  Penn  and  Richard  Penn,  they  were 
incorporated  by  the  name,  style  and  title  aforesaid.  That  the 
first  Monday  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-eight  was  the  day  on  which  an  election  should 
have  been  held  of  the  officers  of  the  said  corporation,  at  which 
time  the  enemy  were  in  possession  of  this  city  and  most  of 
the  petitioners  dispersed  in  the  country  so  that  no  election 
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could  be  had.  That,  by  reason  thereof  and  for  other  causes 
therein  set  forth,  doubts  and  uneasiness  have  arisen  respecting 
their  charter  rights,  for  removing  whereof  they  have  prayed 
for  a  law  to  incorporate  and  secure  to  them  their  rights  and 
privileges: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  it  is  manifested  to  be  the 
desire  of  the  said  congregation  that  sundry  amendments  and 
alterations  should  be  made  in  their  former  constitution,  which 
being  just  and  reasonable  are  hereinafter  set  forth  and  con- 
tained: i 

[Section  L]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  said  corporation  be 
confirmed  and  established  as  a  body  corporate  and  politic  in 
law  and  in  fact,  to  have  continuance  forever  by  the  name,  style 
and  title  of  "The  Ministers,  Vestrymen  and  Church- Wardens  of 
the  German  Lutheran  Congregation  in  and  near  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,"  and  the  said  cor- 
poration is  hereby  vested,  confirmed  and  established  in  all 
and  singular  the  estates,  rights,  privileges  and  immunities 
which  to  them  in  and  by  the  said  charter  were  given  and 
granted,  or  in  consequence  thereof  to  them  of  right  belong  and 
appertain  or  ought  so  to  do,  subject  only  to  the  alterations  and 
amendments  herein  specified  and  contained. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  such  and  so  many  of  the  funda- 
mental articles  of  the  said  congregation  mentioned  and  referred 
to  in  the  said  charter  as  are  not  altered  or  repealed  in  and  by 
this  act  and  are  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  thiscommonwealth 
shall  be,  remain  and  continue  forever  valid  and  effectual  unless 
the  same  be  altered  by  the  consent  of  two-third  parts  in  number 
of  the  members  of  the  said  congregation  qualified  to  vote  at 
elections  according  to  the  purport  and  meaning  of  the  said 
charter  and  this  act. 

[Section  III.].  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  proviso  or  clause  in  the 
said  charter  which  requires  that  the  by-laws,  rules  and  ordi- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


84  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  [1780 

nances  of  the  said  corporation  be  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of 
Great  Britain  or  the  laws  then  in  force  in  the  province  of  Penn: 
sylvania  be  and  is  hereby  annulled,  repealed  and  made  void. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  Reverend  Henry  Melchior 
Muhlenberg,  the  Reverend  John  Christopher  Kuntze  and  the 
Reverend  Justus  Henry  Christian  Helmuth,  the  present  min- 
isters; Henry  Keppele,  Adam  Weber,  Adam  Krebs,  David 
Schaffer,  Andrew  Boshardt,  Daniel  Grub,  Philip  Alberti,  An- 
drew Burkhardt,  Michael  Shubart,  Frederick  Hagner,  George 
Godfrey  Woelper  and  Balthaser  Fleischer,  the  present  vestry- 
men; George  Seitz,  Frederick  Hailer,  George  Heidel,  Jacob  Eck- 
feld,  Michael  Fuchs,  Michael  Iramel,  George  Forbach,  Daniel 
Draiss  and  George  Daum,  the  present  church-wardens  and  their 
successors  duly  elected  and  appointed  in  such  manner  and 
form  as  hereinafter  is  directed  and  required,  be  and  they  are 
hereby  confirmed,  constituted  and  appointed  to  be  and  forever 
remain  the  members  of  the  said  corporation;  that  the  name  and 
office  of  rector  be  discontinued  and  abolished  and  that  every 
of  the  ministers  of  the  said  congregation  for  the  time  being 
have  a  seat  and  vote  in  the  vestry. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  shall  at 
all  times  hereafter  consist  of  the  ministers  of  the  said  congre- 
gation, duly  chosen  from  time  to  time  (the  number  of  whom 
may  be  either  increased  or  diminished  according  to  the  circum- 
stances or  desire  of  the  said  congregation),  and  of  twelve  vestry- 
men and  nine  church- wardens;  and  that  the  first  named  six 
persons  of  the  present  vestrymen,  That  is  to  say,  Henry  Keppele, 
Adam  Weber,  Adam  Krebs,  David  Schaffer,  Andrew  Boshardt 
and  Daniel  Grub,  shall  be,  remain  and  continue  during  their 
respective  lives  or  so  long  as  they  shall  continue  to  behave 
themselves  conformably  to  the  said  fundamental  articles  of 
the  congregation,  and  that  one-third  part  in  number  of  the  re- 
maining six  vestrymen,  being  the  two  first  named  of  the  said 
remaining  six  vestrymen  and  one-third  part  in  number  of  the 
church-wardens,  being  the  three  first  named  of  the  said  church- 
wardens,   shall    cease    and    discontinue    and    their    appoint- 
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ment  determine  on  the  sixth  day  of  January,  which  will  be 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
one,  at  which  time  a  new  election  shall  be  had  and  held  of  an 
equal  number  in  their  stead  and  place,  by  a  majority  of  the 
members  qualified  to  vote  and  elect  according  to  the  pur- 
port, true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  charter  and  of  this 
act,  and  on  the  sixth  day  of  January,  which  will  be  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  and  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two, 
the  second  third  part  in  number  of  the  said  remaining  six 
vestrymen  and  of  the  church-wardens  shall  in  like  manner 
cease  and  discontinue  and  their  appointment  determine,  and 
a  new  election  be  had  and  held  in  like  manner  of  an  equal 
number  in  their  place  and  stead  and  on  the  sixth  day  of  Janu- 
ary, which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-three  the  last  third  part  in  number  of  the 
said  remaining  six  vestrymen  and  of  the  church-wardens  afore- 
said shall  cease  and  discontinue  and  their  appointment  de- 
termine and  a  new  election  be  had  and  held  of  an  equal  number 
in  their  place  and  stead  in  like  manner,  and  that  in  the  same 
manner  and  by  the  like  mode  of  rotation  one-third  part  in 
number  of  the  vestrymen  other  than  the  six  first  named  afore- 
said and  of  the  church  wardens  shall  cease  and  discontinue, 
and  their  appointments  determine  and  a  new  election  of  the 
said  third  part  be  had  and  held  in  manner  aforesaid  on 
the  sixth  day  of  January  in  every  year  forever  (unless  when  the 
sixth  day  of  January  in  any  year  shall  happen  to  be  on  a  Sun- 
day, in  which  case  the  election  shall  be  held  on  the  day  next 
following),  so  that  no  person  or  persons  other  than  the  six  first 
named  vestrymen  appointed  for  life  as  aforesaid  shall  continue 
to  be  a  vestryman  or  church-warden  for  any  longer  time  than 
three  years  without  being  re-elected,  but  that  the  members  of 
the  said  congregation  qualified  to  vote  as  aforesaid  shall  and 
may  be  at  liberty  to  re-elect  any  one  or  more  of  the  vestrymen 
and  church-wardens  whose  times  shall  expire  on  the  day  of 
the  said  annual  election  whenever  and  so  often  as  they  shall 
think  fit. 

[Section  VL]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  whenever  any  vacancy  shall 
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happen  by  the  death,  refusal  to  serve  or  removal  from  office 
of  any  one  or  more  of  the  vestrymen  or  church-wardens,  the 
said  corporation  shall  have  power  at  their  discretion  to  appoint 
the  time  and  place  for  electing  others  in  their  stead,  whereof 
they  shall  give  public  notice  to  the  congregation  on  the  preced- 
ing Sunday  and  that  at  the  time  and  place  so  appointed,  some 
fit  person  or  persons  shall  be  elected  in  the  place  and  stead 
of  him  or  them  so  dying,  refusing  or  being  removed  as  afore- 
said, and  that  the  person  or  persons  so  elected  shall  be,  remain 
and  continue  in  office  so  long  as  the  person  or  persons  in  whose 
place  or  stead  he  or  they  shall  have  been  so  elected  would  or 
might  have  continued;  excepting  the  person  or  persons  who 
may  happen  to  be  elected  as  immediate  successors  of  the  said 
six  first  named  vestrymen,  who  shall  continue  in  office  for  three 
years  from  the  next  preceding  annual  election;  yet  so  that  if 
in  any  year  there  shall  happen  to  be  more  than  four  vestrymen 
chosen  by  reason  of  the  death  or  the  removal  from  office  of 
any  one  or  more  of  the  said  first  named  six  vestrymen,  that 
then  and  in  that  case  the  person  or  persons  over  and  above 
the  number  of  four  who  shall  be  so  elected  to  succeed  any  one 
or  more  of  the  vestrymen  aforesaid,  shall  be,  remain  and  con- 
tinue in  office  so  long  and  no  longer  as  may  be  necessary  in 
order  that  not  more  than  four  (being  the  third  part  of  the 
whole  number  of  vestrymen)  may  go  out  of  office  at  any  one 
annual  election,  and  that  after  the  deaths  of  the  present  six 
first  named  vestrymen  one-third  part  in  number  of  the  vestry- 
men and  of  the  church-wardens  may  go  out  in  rotation  in  every 
year. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  person  or  persons  shall  be 
entitled  to  vote  at  elections  who  is  not  of  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  and  otherwise  qualified  agreeably  to  the  fundamental 
articles  aforesaid,  and  that  all  elections  shall  be  held  by  ballot 
and  that  fairly  and  freely,  without  confining  or  restraining 
the  electors  in  their  choice,  so  that  no  person  or  persons  shall 
be  entitled  to  a  right  of  nominating  or  appointing  any  person 
or  persons  to  be  chosen,  but  that  every  one  of  the  electors  shall 
be  entitled  equally  with  another  to  nominate  or  elect  whom- 
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soever  he  will,  any  rule,  by-law,  ordinance  or  article  of  the 
said  congregation  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

[Section  VIII.  ]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  Provided  always  and  be 
it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  person  or  per- 
sons shall  or  may  be  eligible  as  a  member  of  the  said  corpora- 
tion or  to  be  an  officer  of  the  said  congregation,  who  is  not  a 
member  of  the  same,  qualified  to  vote  as  aforesaid,  excepting 
the  ministers  who  may  from  time  to  time  be  chosen  to  officiate 
in  the  said  congregation. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  members  of  the  said  cor- 
poration, at  their  first  meeting  after  each  annual  election,  shall 
and  may  elect  by  ballot  from  among  their  own  number  a  presi- 
dent and  a  secretary,  and  that  the  senior  minister  or  any  one  of 
the  vestrymen  or  church- wardens  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office 
of  president,  and  in  case  the  senior  minister  shall  at  any  time 
happen  to  be  chosen  to  the  said  office,  that  in  his  absence  the 
next  eldest  minister  present  shall,  for  the  time,  be  president  in 
his  stead;  and  that  the  said  corporation  shall  and  may,  at  the 
said  first  meeting  after  each  annual  election,  choose  also  a  treas- 
urer, who  shall  be  elected  from  among  such  members  of  the 
said  congregation  as  are  not  members  of  the  said  corporation; 
that  the  president  shall  be  empowered  and  required  to  call 
a  meeting  of  the  said  corporation  when  and  so  often  as  he  shall 
find  it  to  be  necessary  or  shall  be  requested  so  to  do  by  any 
three  members  thereof,  and  that  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors,  or  a  majority  of  two-third  parts  in  number  of  them 
met  and  convened  upon  due  notice  given  (which  two-thirds 
shall  be  a  quorum)  from  time  to  time  be  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  make  by-laws,  rules  and  ordinances  and  to  do 
everything  needful  for  the  support  and  government  of  the  said 
congregation:  Provided  always,  That  the  said  by-laws,  rules 
and  ordinances  be  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  this  common- 
wealth and  that  the  same  be  duly  entered  and  registered  in  the 
books  of  record  of  the  said  congregation. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  shall  and 
may  be  empowered  at  any  time  hereafter  to  build  one  more 
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church  op  place  of  public  worship  in  addition  to  the  two  al- 
ready built  and  that  the  clear  yearly  value  of  the  messuages, 
houses,  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities  and  other  heredita- 
ments and  real  estate  of  the  said  corporation  shall  and  may 
be  of  any  amount  not  exceeding  the  value  of  one  thousand 
bushels  of  good  merchantable  wheat  for  each  and  every  of 
the  said  churches  or  places  of  public  worship;  the  said  yearly 
value  or  amount  to  be  taken  and  computed  exclusive  of  the 
moneys  arising  from  the  letting  of  the  pews  of  the  said  churches 
or  for  opening  the  ground  for  burials  in  thechurch  yards  belong- 
ing to  them  and  also  exclusive  of  the  voluntary  contributions 
of  the  members  for  the  support  of  the  ministers  duly  officiating 
to  the  said  congregation;  which  yearly  income  of  the  said 
real  estate  ascertained  and  limited  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  dis- 
posed of  by  the  said  corporation  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in 
and  by  the  said  charter  of  incorporation. 

Passed  March  3,  1780.    See  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  February 
14,  1789,  Chapter  1390.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  346,  Ac. 


CHAPTER  DCOCLXXXV. 


AN  ACT  FOR  RE-ESTABLISHING  THE  CHARTER  OF  THE  SECOND 
PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  CITY  OF  PHILADELPHIA  AND  FOR 
OTHER  PURPOSES  THEREIN  MENTIONED. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  second  Presbyterian  congre- 
gation in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  by  their  petition,  have 
shown  that  by  their  charter  of  incorporation  bearing  date  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-two,  granted  by  the  honorable 
Richard  Penn,  Esquire,  then  being  lieutenant-governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania, twenty-four  persons  therein  named,  members  of  the 
said  congregation,  and  their  successors  were  nominated,  or- 
dained and  appointed  to  be  the  trustees  of  the  Second  Presby- 
terian church,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  one-third  whereof  in 
number  were  to  be  displaced  annually  on  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
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ary  and  a  like  number  of  others  by  the  said  congregation  chosen 
in  their  stead,  and  thirteen  of  the  said  twenty-four  to  be  a 
quorum,  able  and  capable  to  do  business: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  said  congregation  have 
further  shown  that  by  reason  of  many  of  their  members  having 
withdrawn  themselves  from  their  places  of  residence  in  the 
city  on  the  prospect  of  the  enemy's  approach  and  by  reason  of 
the  enemy  having  since  been  in  actual  possession  of  the  city 
and  of  their  church,  the  said  annual  elections  were  prevented 
from  being  held,  so  that  no  more  than  eight  trustees  remain, 
by  which  means  there  cannot  be  a  quorum  capable  of  doing 
any  business,  and  have  further  shown  that  by  experience  they 
find  that  their  having  so  large  a  quorum  as  thirteen  renders  it 
at  all  times  very  difficult  to  procure  a  board  for  doing  business, 
and  also  that  in  and  by  the  said  charter  it  is  provided  that  the 
clear  yearly  value  of  the  real  estate  of  the  said  corporation 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds  sterling, 
money  of  Great  Britain,  for  each  house  of  public  worship 
erected,  or  to  be  erected  by  the  said  corporation,  which  sum 
is  inadequate  to  the  pious  and  humane  purposes  intended  and 
have,  therefore,  prayed  that  the  twenty-four  persons  last  elected 
to  be  the  trustees  aforesaid  may,  by  a  law,  be  reinstated  and 
continued  in  the  said  trust  until,  in  due  course,  others  may  be 
elected  in  their  stead  and  that  a  smaller  quorum  may  be  estab- 
lished and  enabled  to  do  business  and  also  that  they  may  [be] 
enabled  to  hold  estates  to  a  greater  amount  than  in  and  by 
the  said  charter  is  provided: 

[Section  L]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  aforesaid  charter 
of  incorporation  be  continued  and  confirmed  to  the  said  congre- 
gation, the  aforesaid  preventions  notwithstanding,  and  that 
Joseph  Reed,  Thomas  Bourne,  Andrew  Hodge,  Gunning  Bed- 
ford, John  Baird,  Hugh  Hodge,  William  Faulkner,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Isaac  Snowden,  Daniel  Goodman,  Benjamin 
Harbeson,  Nathan  Cook,  William  Geddis,  Jared  Ingersoll, 
William  Hollinshead,  James  Hunter,  Samuel  McClean,  James 
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Bobeson,  Abraham  Dubois,  Hugh  Lenox,  Jonathan  B.  Smith, 
Thomas  Nevill,  William  Mcllhenney  and  Joseph  Eastburne,  last 
elected  to  be  trustees  as  aforesaid,  be  and  they  are  hereby  de- 
clared to  be  the  present  trustees  of  the  said  church  by  the 
name,  style  and  title  of  "The  Trustees  of  the  Second  Presby- 
terian Church,  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,"  with  all  and  singu- 
lar the  powers,  privileges  and  immunities  which  in  and  by  the 
said  charter  of  incorporation  to  the  trustees  of  the  same  church 
are  given  and  granted,  and  that  they  be  and  continue  to  be 
trustees  as  aforesaid  until  they  shall  be  severally  replaced  by 
new  elections,  That  is  to  say,  that  the  third  part  in  number 
who  are  first  above  named  shall  be  replaced  by  an  election  of 
other  persons  or  re-election  of  the  same  on  the  first  Monday  of 
May  next,  the  third  part  who  are  next  named  shall  be  in  the 
samemanner  replaced  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  then  after  next 
following,  and  the  third  part  last  named  shall  in  the  same 
manner  be  replaced  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  next  after  that 
following  and  that  the  elections  be  in  like  manner  held  thence- 
forth annually  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  forever. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  publica- 
tion of  this  act  any  nine  or  more  of  the  said  trustees  be  a 
quorum,  able  and  capable  to  act  and  do  business  in  like  manner 
as  any  thirteen  or  more  of  them  were  made  a  quorum,  with 
power  to  act  and  do  business  in  and  by  the  said  charter  of  in- 
corporation. 

[Section  III,]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  be  en- 
abled and  empowered  to  have  and  to  hold  messuages,  houses, 
lands  and  tenements,  rents,  annuities  and  other  hereditaments 
and  real  estates  not  exceeding  the  clear  yearly  value  of  one 
thousand  bushels  of  good  merchantable  wheat  for  each  house 
of  public  worship  erected  and  hereafter  to  be  erected,  with  a 
society  regularly  constituted,  agreeable  to  the  tenor,  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  said  charter  and  with  the  exclusions  and 
reservations  therein  expressed. 

Passed  March  3,  1780.    See  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  March 
28,  1787,  Chapter  1290.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  349,  Ac. 
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CHAPTER  DCCCLXXXVI. 


AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THB  SOCIETY  FORMED  FOR  THE  RELIEF 
OF  POOR,  AGED  AND  INFIRM  MASTERS  OF  SHIPS,  THEIR  WIDOWS 
AND  CHILDREN. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  by  an  act  of  general  assembly 
passed  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy,  entitled  "An  act 
for  incorporating  the  society  formed  for  the  relief  of  poor,  aged 
and  infirm  masters  of  ships,  their  widows  and  children," l  it 
was  enacted  that  each  and  every  person  who  had  subscribed 
certain  articles  of  agreement  bearing  date  the  seventh  day  of 
October  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  sixty-five,  made  and  executed  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a 
fund  to  be  appropriated  towards  the  relief  and  support  of  poor, 
aged  and  infirm  masters  of  ships,  their  widows  and  children, 
and  all  others  who  should  afterwards  become  contributors  to 
the  said  society,  upon  the  terms  in  the  said  act  specified,  should 
be  a  body  politic  and  corporate  in  law  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
pose as  by  the  said  act  more  fully  doth  appear: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  it  has  hitherto  been  experi- 
enced that  much  benefit  hath  accrued  from  the  benevolence  of 
the  said  society  to  the  relief  of  individuals  and  to  the  public 
from  thus  encouraging  an  increase  of  skilfull  mariners: 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  late  revolution  requires 
that  considerable  alterations  should  be  made  in  the  said  act 
to  enable  the  said  society  to  prosecute  their  benevolent  and 
useful  designs: 

[Section  L]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  all  and  every 
person  and  persons  who  have  heretofore  subscribed  certain 
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articles  of  agreement  bearing  date  the  seventh  day  of  October, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
five,  made  and  executed  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  each 
and  every  one  who  shall  hereafter  pay  and  contribute  any  sum 
of  money  not  less  than  three  pounds  and  the  further  sum  of 
twelve  shillings  annually  to  the  treasurer  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, to  and  for  the  uses  and  purposes  in  this  act  specified, 
shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  members  of  the 
said  society,  and  are  hereby  made  a  body  politic  and  corporate 
in  law  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and  shall  have  perpetual 
succession,  and  may  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded, 
by  the  name  of  The  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Poor  and  Dis- 
tressed Masters  of  Ships,  their  Widows  and  Children,  in  all 
courts  of  judicature  within  this  commonwealth,  and  by  that 
name  shall  and  may  purchase  any  lands,  tenements  and  estates 
and  also  receive  and  take  any  lands,  tenements  or  heredita- 
ments not  exceeding  the  yearly  value  of  three  thousand  bushels 
of  wheat  of  the  gift,  alienation  or  devise,  and  any  goods  and 
chattels  of  the  bequest  of  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever, 
and  shall  and  may  lend  on  interest  any  sum  or  sums  of  money 
belonging  to  the  said  contributors  to  such  person  or  persons, 
bodies  politic  or  corporate,  as  may  be  willing  to  borrow  the 
same,  in  the  manner  and  on  such  real  or  other  securities  as  they 
shall  think  proper  and  sufficient,  and  the  said  corporation  are 
hereby  empowered  to  have  and  use  one  common  seal  in  all  their 
affairs. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  deed,  convey- 
ance, mortgage,  bond,  bill  or  other  securities  for  moneys  lent, 
which  have  been  heretofore  taken  in  the  name  of  the  treasurer 
heretofore  appointed  by  the  said  contributors,  shall  and  may 
be  sued  for  and  recovered  in  the  name  of  "The  Society  for  the 
Belief  of  Poor  and  Distressed  Masters  of  Ships,  their  Widows 
and  Children/'  in  as  full,  ample  and  effectual  a  manner  as  if 
the  said  deeds,  conveyances,  mortgages,  bonds,  bills  and  other 
securities  had  been  and  were  taken  in  that  name,  anything 
in  the  said  securities  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

(Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  said  contributors  did, 
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on  the  first  Monday  in  January,  in  the  present  year,  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  in  pursuance  of  the 
said  act  elect  Samuel  Mifflin,  William  Hysham,  James  Craig, 
George  Ord,  Nathaniel  Falconer,  Joseph  Blewer,  John  Woods, 
William  Brown,  Henry  Dougherty,  William  Alibone,  John 
Hazelwood  and  Leeson  Simmons  to  be  managers  for  the  ensu- 
ing year: 

[Section  III.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  Samuel  Mifflin,  William 
Hysham,  James  Craig,  George  Ord,  Nathaniel  Falconer,  Joseph 
Blewer,  John  Woods,  William  Brown,  Henry  Dougherty,  Wil- 
liam Alibone,  John  Hazelwood  and  Leeson  Simmons  shall  be 
and  continue  managers  of  the  said  society  until  the  first  Monday 
in  January  next  after  the  publication  of  this  act,  and  until 
others  shall  be  Chosen  in  their  room,  which  said  managers,  and 
all  other  managers  hereafter  to  be  chosen  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
or  a  majority  of  them,  being  persons  capable  of  electing  and 
being  elected  members  of  assembly  within  this  state,  are  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  provide  a  seal  for  the  said  society 
and  to  change  or  alter  the  same,  if  they  shall  see  occasion,  and 
also  to  take  in,  place  out,  secure  and  improve  the  stock,  and  to 
dispose  of  the  interest,  profits  and  produce  thereof,  together 
with  the  yearly  payments  of  twelve  shillings  which  shall  be 
made  after  the  said  first  Monday  in  January  in  the  present 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  for  and  towards 
the  relief  and  support  of  poor,  aged  and  infirm  masters  of  ships, 
their  widows  and  children  and  for  and  towards  no  other  use, 
intent  and  purpose  whatsoever,  and  that  all  the  moneys  which 
were  placed  out  on  interest  and  did  belong  to  the  said  society 
on  the  said  first  Monday  in  January,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty,  together  with  all  future  subscriptions,  dona- 
tions, gifts,  bequests  and  devices,  shall  be  adjudged  and  deemed 
capital  stock,  unless  the  same  shall  be  otherwise  declared  by 
such  donations,  gifts,  bequests  or  devices,  [and]  shall  be  from 
time  to  time  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  real  or  landed  property, 
or  placed  out  on  good  security  as  aforesaid,  and  not  otherwise 
disposed  of  by  the  said  managers. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  be 
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it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said 
several  sums  of  three  pounds  contribution  and  annual  payments 
of  twelve  shillings  shall  be  estimated  and  deemed  to  be  at 
and  after  the  rate  of  ten  shillings  for  a  bushel  of  good  merchant- 
able wheat  weighing  sixty  pounds,  and  that  the  sums  in  cur- 
rent money  necessary  to  be  contributed  and  paid  in  order  to 
procure  admission  as  a  member  into  the  said  society  and  the 
annual  payment  aforesaid  shall  be  regulated  and  adjusted  from 
time  to  time  by  by-laws  of  the  said  corporation  made  for  that 
purpose. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  there  shall  be  a  general  meet- 
ing of  the  contributors  on  the  first  Mondays  in  January,  April, 
July  and  October  in  every  year,  and  the  managers,  or  a  ma- 
jority of  them,  are  hereby  also  authorized  and  empowered  to 
call  special  meetings  when  and  as  often  as  they  shall  judge 
necessary  so  to  do,  of  which  they  shall  give  notice  in  one  or 
more  of  the  public  newspapers  published  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia at  least  one  week  before  such  special  meeting,  at  all 
which  general  and  special  meetings  the  contributors  shall  and 
may,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  con- 
sider, treat  and  determine  of  and  concerning  all  and  every  the 
matters  and  things  relating  to  the  prudent  management  and 
good  order  of  the  said  society,  and  to  make  and  ordain  all  such 
rules,  orders  and  by-laws  as  shall  be  useful  and  necessary  for 
that  purpose,  and  generally  for  the  well  ordering  all  other 
matters  and  things  concerning  the  estate,  goods,  chattels,  lands, 
tenements  and  revenue  thereof,  all  which  by-laws,  rules  and 
orders  shall  be  inviolably  observed  by  all  concerned. 

(Section  X,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  the  said  by-laws, 
rules  and  orders  be  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  this  common- 
wealth, and  shall  be  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  the  contributors 
present  at  such  meeting. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  at  the  said  general  meeting  on  the 
first  Monday  in  January  yearly  and  every  year,  the  said  con- 
tributors who  shall  be  present  shall  choose  by  tickets  in  writing 
twelve  persons  out  of  their  own  body  to  be  the  managers  and 
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one  other  person  to  be  the  treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year;  and 
that  the  managers  of  the  preceding  year  shall  appoint  two  of 
their  own  body,  with  three  other  contributors  who  are  not 
managers,  to  be  judges  of  the  election,  who  shall,  under 
their  hands  or  the  hands  of  a  major  part  of  them,  report  the 
names  of  the  persons  duly  elected  managers  and  treasurer,  re- 
spectively, for  the  ensuing  year  to  the  general  meeting;  and 
when  the  said  election  shall  be  finished  and  the  report  so  made, 
the  contributors  present  may  proceed  to  business,  and  not  be- 
fore. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  Joseph  Stiles,  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  shall  be  treasurer  to  the  said  society  for  the 
present  year,  and  shall  continue  in  his  said  office  until  the 
first  Monday  in  January  next  ensuing  the  publication  of  this 
act  and  until  another  shall  be  chosen  in  his  stead;  which  treas- 
urer, and  [all]  other  treasurers  to  be  elected  by  virtue  of  this 
act  shall  have  the  custody  of  the  cash,  securities  and  deeds  be- 
longing to  the  said  society,  and  shall  from  time  to  time  pay  and 
deliver  the  same  and  every  of  them  to  such  person  or  persons 
as  the  managers,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  by  their  orders 
direct  and  appoint,  which  said  orders  shall  be  good  vouchers 
to  indemnify  him,  and  the  said  treasurer  shall,  and  he  is  hereby 
required  to  give  sufficient  releases  and  acquittances  of  and  for 
all  sums  of  money  which  he  shall  receive  on  any  mortgage, 
bond,  bill  or  other  security,  and  within  one  month  after  re- 
quest to  acknowledge  the  same  on  record,  if  such  payment  shall 
be  on  mortgage,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  any  sum  of 
money  not  exceeding  the  mortgage  money,  to  be  recovered  in 
any  court  of  record  within  this  commonwealth  by  bill,  plaint 
or  information,  and  shall  also  keep  regular  and  fair  books  of  ac- 
counts of  all  cash,  securities,  deeds,  writing  and  other  things 
and  effects  by  him  received,  paid  or  delivered  as  aforesaid,  and 
that  such  treasurer,  before  he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  office, 
shall  give  such  security  to  the  said  corporation  in  the  name 
aforesaid,  for  the  due  and  faithful  discharge  of  this  trust,  and 
for  accounting  for  and  delivering  up  to  his  successor  in  the 
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said  office  all  such  moneys,  securities,  deeds,  writings  and  ef- 
fects as  shall  have  come  to  his  hands  op  custody,  and  which 
shall  not  have  been  paid  or  delivered  upon  discharge  of  any 
mortgage  as  aforesaid,  or  by  order  of  the  managers  as  aforesaid, 
as  the  said  managers  or  a  majority  of  them  shall  direct  and  re- 
quire, which  security  the  said  managers  are  hereby  enjoined 
and  required  to  see  duly  given  and  executed  and  recorded  in 
the  office  for  recording  of  deeds  for  the  county  of  Philadelphia, 
before  any  such  treasurer  so  elected  shall  enter  upon  his  said 
office,  and  before  he  shall  receive  any  of  the  said  cash,  securities, 
deeds,  writings  and  other  effects  aforesaid. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  managers  shall 
meet  when  and  where  and  as  often  as  they  shall  think  proper, 
and,  being  a  majority  at  least,  shall  and  may  enter  upon,  order, 
direct  and  dispatch  all  such  matters  and  things  as  shall  prop- 
erly come  before  them,  and  such  their  proceedings  shall  be 
good  and  valid  in  all  the  affairs  of  the  society  aforesaid  done 
and  performed  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  or  that  shall  be  com- 
mitted to  their  management  by  the  contributors  aforesaid  from 
time  to  time  at  their  general  or  special  meetings. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  managers  shall  keep 
fair  and  exact  minutes  of  all  their  transactions  and  proceedings 
and  a  true  and  fair  list  of  all  donations,  subscriptions  and  pay- 
ments, which  shall  from  time  to  time  be  made  to  and  for  the 
uses  and  purposes  in  this  act  mentioned,  and  shall  yearly  and 
every  year  publish  the  same,  together  with  an  account  of 
moneys  expended,  in  some  of  the  newspapers  printed  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  and  shall  at  all  times,  when  required, 
submit  the  books,  minutes,  accounts,  affairs  and  economy  of  the 
said  society  to  the  inspection  and  free  examination  of  such  com- 
mittee of  assembly  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  appointed  for 
inspecting  and  examining  the  same. 

[Section  X.].  (Section  XV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  publica- 
tion of  this  act  the  aforesaid  act  passed  the  twenty-fourth  day 
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of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy,  shall  be  and  it  is  hereby  repealed  and  made 
void. 

Passed  March  4,  1780.  See  the  note  to  the  Act  of  Assembly 
passed  February  24,  1770,  Chapter  609;  and  the  Act  of  Assembly 
passed  March  7,  1797,  Chapter  1925.  Recorded  U  B.  No.  1,  p. 
860,  &c. 


CHAPTER  DOCCLXXXVII. 


AN  ACT  FOR  REGULATING  AND  ESTABLISHING  ADMIRALJTY  JURIS- 
DICTION. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  due  provision 
be  made  for  the  trial  and  determination  of  offenses,  crimes, 
controversies  and  suits  within  the  cognizance  of  the  maritime 
law  and  not  inquirable  at  common  law: 

[Section  I.].  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be,  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  a  person  of  known 
integrity  and  ability  shall  be  appointed  and  commissioned  by 
the  supreme  executive  council  of  this  commonwealth  for  and 
during  the  term  of  seven  years,  in  case  he  shall  so  long  behave 
well,  by  the  name  and  style  of  a  judge  of  the  admiralty,  which 
judge  shall  hold  a  court  of  admiralty  and  therein  have  cogni- 
zance of  all  controversies,  suits  and  pleas  of  maritime  jurisdic- 
tion, not  cognizable  at  the  common  law;  offenses  and  crimes, 
other  than  contempts  against  the  said  court  only  excepted, 
and  thereupon  shall  pass  sentence  and  decree  according  as 
the  maritime  law,  the  law  of  nations,  and  the  laws  of  this  com- 
monwealth shall  require. 

[Section  II.  ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  be  it 
further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  all  cases 
of  prize,  capture  or  re-capture  upon  the  water  from  enemies,  or 
by  way  of  reprisal,  or  from  pirates,  the  same  shall  be  tried,  ad- 
judged and  determined,  as  well  as  to  the  question  whether 
7— X 
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prize  or  not,  as  to  the  claims  of  the  parties  interested  or  pre- 
tending to  be  interested  in  the  same,  by  the  law  of  nations  and 
the  acts  and  ordinances  of  the  honorable  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  before  the  said  judge,  by  witnesses 
according  to  the  course  of  the  civil  law.  And  in  all  such  cases 
of  prize,  capture,  re-capture  and  seizure  upon  the  water  afore- 
said, an  appeal  from  the  final  decree  of  the  said  judge  of  admir- 
alty shall  lie  and  be  allowed  to  such  judges  or  court  as  the  said 
Congress  have  appointed  or  may  appoint  for  the  hearing  and 
determining  of  such  appeals;  such  appeals  to  be  brought  and 
conducted  in  the  manner  and  within  the  time  directed  and 
limited  in  and  by  the  acts  and  ordinances  aforesaid,  security 
being  first  given  in  such  sum  of  money  as  the  said  judge  of 
admiralty  shall  deem  sufficient,  to  prosecute  such  appeal  to 
effect. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  captain  or  commander 
of  any  ship  or  vessel  of  war,  or  prize  master  or  other  person 
having  charge  of  any  capture  or  re-capture,  or  other  property 
seized  upon  the  water  as  aforesaid  who  shall  conduct  or  bring 
the  same  into  port  shall  immediately  deliver  the  same,  without 
diminution,  to  the  marshal  of  the  said  court  of  admiralty;  and 
within  three  days  after  the  arrival  of  such  prize  as  aforesaid, 
shall  exhibit,  or  cause  to  be  exhibted,  a  libel,  or  bill  in  writing 
before  the  said  judge,  therein  setting  forth,  in  ample  and  par- 
ticular manner  the  time  and  other  circumstances  of  the  seizing 
and  taking  the  same,  and  of  the  service  or  employment  that  the 
ship  or  vessel  so  seized  was  in,  at  the  time  when  such  ship  or 
vessel  was  taken  or  seized  and  the  parties  aiding  therein  to  the 
best  of  his  knowledge,  and  shall  also,  without  delay  or  diminu- 
tion, deliver,  or  cause  to  be  delivered,  to  the  register  of  the 
said  court  of  admirality  upon  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  such 
person  all  bookp,  documents,  commissions,  parchments,  papers 
and  other  writings  appertaining  to  or  found  on  board  any  such 
ship  or  vessel,  in  order  that  the  said  judge  may  have  the  benefit 
of  any  evidence  which  may  arise  therefrom  in  forming  his 
sentence. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
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by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  shall  neglect 
or  refuse  to  deliver  up  any  such  capture  or  seizure  as  afore- 
said to  the  marshal  of  the  said  court  of  admiralty,  or  shall 
embezzle  or  keep  back  any  part  of  [any]  such  capture,  or  shall 
withhold,  embezzle  or  destroy  any  books,  documents,  commis- 
sions, papers,  parchments  or  other  writings  appertaining  to  or 
found  on  board  of  any  ship  or  vessel  seized  as  a  prize  as  afore- 
said, such  person  so  offending  shall  be  liable  to  attachment 
and  to  fine  or  to  fine  and  imprisonment  at  the  discretion  of 
the  said  judge  as  a  contemner  of  the  said  court  of  admiralty, 
and,  moreover,  shall  forfeit  to  the  use  of  the  commonwealth,  all 
such  offender's  share  or  part  of  such  capture,  to  be  recovered 
by  indictment;  and  the  said  judge  shall,  by  order,  stay,  during 
the  prosecution  such  share  or  part  in  the  hands  of  the  marshal, 
to  the  end  that  the  same  may  be  secured  upon  the  conviction  of 
such  offender  and  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  this  state. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  immediately  after  any  such 
libel,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  exhibited  before  the  said  judge,  he 
shall  direct  the  register  of  the  said  court  of  admiralty  to  give 
notice  in  some  public  newspaper  to  be  published  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  of  the  day  appointed  for  the  trial  of  such  prize, 
and  the  said  register  shall  insert  therein,  if  known,  the  name, 
size  or  burden  and  other  description  of  the  vessel  so  taken 
and  brought  into  port  and  also  the  name  and  surname  of  the 
late  master  or  commander  of  the  same  and  of  the  port  or  place 
from  whence  such  ship  or  vessel  last  sailed,  and  of  the  port 
or  place  for  which  such  ship  or  vessel  was  destined,  and  in 
case  of  a  recapture,  he  shall  set  forth  by  what  ship  or  other 
vessel  the  same  was  first  taken,  to  the  end  that  all  persons 
concerned  may  appear  and  show  cause  (if  any  there  be)  where- 
fore such  capture  or  re-capture,  goods,  merchandise  or  other 
property  should  not  be  condemned  and  adjudged  to  the  libel- 
ants. 

(Section  VII,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  if  it  be  made  ap- 
pear to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said  judge,  that  the  cargo  of  any 
such  ship  or  vessel  seized  as  prize  as  aforesaid  is  damaged  or 
consists  of  goods  which  in  their  nature  are  so  perishable  as  not 
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to  be  kept  till  the  trial  be  finished  without  great  loss,  that  then 
and  in  such  case  the  said  judge  shall  nominate  and  appoint 
three  judicious  and  indifferent  persons  of  the  city  or  county 
where  the  said  goods  may  be,  who  shall  carefully  inspect  and 
appraise  the  same,  and  report  the  condition  thereof  and  deliver 
the  said  appraisement  and  report  supported  and  attested  by 
their  oaths  and  affirmations  to  the  said  judge,  whereupon  the 
said  judge,  may  order  the  marshal  of  the  said  court  immedi- 
ately to  sell  by  public  auction  such  part  of  said  cargo  as  ap- 
pears to  the  said  judge  to  be  likely  to  perish  or  be  greatly 
endamaged  by  keeping  as  aforesaid.  And  the  said  marshall, 
having  sold  the  same  accordingly,  shall  retain  the  moneys 
thence  arising  in  his  hands  till  the  trial  be  finished,  except  the 
charges  upon  such  prize,  together  with  the  charges  attending 
upon  such  inspection  and  appraisement,  which  shall  be  ascer- 
tained by  the  said  judge. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  execution  of  the  decree 
of  the  said  judge,  in  any  case  of  capture,  recapture  or 
prize  taken  upon  the  water,  from  which  an  appeal  to 
the  said  judges  or  court  of  appeal  shall  be  entered, 
shall  not  be  suspended  or  delayed  by  reason  of  such 
appeal,  in  case  the  party  or  parties  appellant  shall  enter 
sufficient  security,  to  be  approved  by  the  said  judge  in 
at  least  double  the  value  of  the  prize  or  other  subject  of  con- 
troversy, the  same  value  to  be  estimated  and  appraised  at  the 
price  at  which  the  said  prize  might  then  be  sold,  for  current 
money,  for  which  purpose  the  said  judge  shall  appoint  three 
skillful  and  indifferent  appraisers,  who  shall  exactly  number, 
measure  or  weigh  the  several  articles  of  which  such  prize  shall 
consist,  and  return  a  particular  inventory  and  appraisement 
of  the  same,  attested  by  the  oaths  or  affirmations  of  the  said 
appraisers,  to  the  register  of  the  said  court,  to  be  filed  in  his 
office,  and  the  stipulation  or  security  so  given  and  entered  in 
case  of  an  appeal  as  aforesaid  shall  be  considered  and  shall 
have  effect  as  a  statute  staple,  and  may  be  sued  for  and  recov- 
ered by  original  writ  to  be  issued  out  of  the  supreme  court  or 
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other  court  of  record,  at  the  election  of  the  party  :who  shall 
have  a  right  to  institute  such  suit. 

[Section  VII. ]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further.;enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  case  the  said  judgftvflpon 
the  evidence  produced  to  him,  shall  pronounce  sentence  "of 
condemnation  against  any  such  ship  or  vessel  or  goods,  rafer- . 
chandise  or  other  property,  captured  or  taken  as  prize,  or  r£-V. 
captured  or  seized  by  way  of  reprisal,  or  from  a  pirate,  he  shair  -  •" 
order  the  same  to  be  immediately  sold  by  public  auction,  to  the 
best  and  highest  bidder  for  the  benefit  of  the  captors,  unless  in       * -\-;\ 
the  case  of  re-capture  the  former  owner  or  owners  in  ten  days  "*••/-• 

after  such  sentence  be  pronounced,  pay  down  the  full  salvage,  "-.-;•" 

together  with  all  such  costs  and  charges  as  shall  be  awarded  \\ 

thereupon.  And  the  said  marshal  shall  keep  fair  and  exact 
accounts  of  the  sales  of  all  ships  and  other  vessels,  goods,  mer- 
chandise and  other  property  which  shall  be  condemned  in  the 
said  court  of  admiralty  and  sold  by  the  said  marshal  as  afore- 
said, as  soon  afterwards  as  may  be  such  account  of  sales  shall 
be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  register  of  the  said  court  of  admir- 
alty, for  the  inspection  and  use  of  all  persons  who  may  be  inter- 
ested therein. 

(Section  X,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  no  negro  or  mu- 
latto taken  as  prize  upon  the  water  shall  be  in  any  case  ex- 
posed to  public  sale,  but  being  appraised  as  is  hereinbefore  di- 
rected in  other  cases,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  captors  or  others 
having  right  to  the  same,  at  the  appraised  value,  and  if  neces- 
sary by  lot,  and  the  value  thereof  equalized  in  money  or  goods 
-to  be  delivered  to  the  other  party  or  parties  entitled  to  share 
therein. 

(Section  XI,  P.  L.)  Provided  also,  That  nothing  in  this  act 
contained  which  may  contradict  or  interfere  with  the  directions 
of  an  act  assembly  of  this  commonwealth,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  effectual  suppression  of  public  auctions  and  vendues, 
and  to  prohibit  male  persons  capable  or  bearing  arms  from 
being  peddlers  and  hawkers," 1  passed  on  the  twenty-sixth  day 
of  November  last,  shall  have  effect  or  be  in  force  for  and  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  said-recited  act. 


i  Chapter  870. 
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(Sectioji;  £11,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  sometimes  seamen  and 
others  prpfcfeed  to  sea  in  ships  and  vessels  of  war  without 
appoiftflitg  agents  to  take  and  manage  their  several  shares  of 
the  <ajitures  or  prizes  seized  and  taken  upon  the  water  by  the 
ships,  or   vessels  to   which   they   respectively   belong.    And 
.yr^ereas,  such  seamen  and  others  may  be  absent,  and  owners, 
.•«/or  part  owners,  of  such  ships  and  vessels  of  war  may  also  be 
.      '-absent  and  have  no  agent  or  agents  to  take  their  shares  or 
.    -v     parts  of  such  prizes  when  the  marshal  of  the  said  court  of 
t  •'./-/        admiralty  may  be  ready  to  distribute  such  prizes  as  he  is  di- 
:.  "•;•.'  rected  by  this  act: 

\V;  [Section  VIII.]  (Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted 

\\%  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  whensoever  the  said  marshal 

shall  be  ready  to  distribute  any  prize  as  aforesaid  upon  an  ad- 
vertisement of  the  same  in  some  public  newspaper  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  if  an  agent  or  agents  duly  authorized  by  the 
owner,  seaman  or  other  person  for  whom  no  agent  shall  ap- 
and  every  of  them,  having  a  right  to  share  therein,  by  being  on 
board  such  ship  or  vessel  at  the  time  of  capture  or  otherwise, 
shall  not  appear  and  make  known  his  or  their  authority  to  act 
as  an  agent  or  agents  for  such  absent  persons,  that  in  such 
case  the  said  judge  shall  appoint  and  authorize  some  proper 
person  or  persons  to  be  the  agent  or  agents  for  any  absent 
owner,  seaman  or  other  person  for  whom  no  agent  shall  ap- 
pear for  three  days  after  such  advertisement  shall  be  pub- 
lished. And  the  agent  or  agents  so  to  be  appointed  by  the 
said  judge,  with  any  other  persons  properly  entitled  and  au- 
thorized, whether  in  their  own  right  or  as  agents  (if  such  there 
be),  shall  take  the  said  prize  from  the  said  marshal,  as  directed 
by  this  act  and  shall  sell  by  private  sale  or  otherwise  dispose 
of  the  same,  for  the  best  advantage  of  the  person  or  persons 
interested  therein,  and  shall  be  accountable  to  them  and  every 
of  them  severally  as  if  such  agent  or  agents  had  been  appointed 
by  such  owner,  seaman  or  other  person,  and  every  agent  who 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  said  judge,  shall  become  bound  to  the 
commonwealth,  with  two  different  sureties,  in  a  suitable  sum, 
to  be  ascertained  by  the  said  judge,  conditioned  that  he  will 
truly  account  for  and  satisfy  the  person  or  persons  for  whom 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1780]  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  103 

he  shall  be  appointed  agent;  and  the  said  obligation  shall  be 
as  available  to  such  owner,  seaman  or  other  person  as  bonds 
given  by  sheriffs  are  to  the  parties  injured  by  their  misconduct. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XIV,P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  unclaimed  parts  or  shares 
in  any  prizes  taken  upon  the  water  and  condemned  in  the  court 
of  admiralty  of  this  state  remaining  in  the  hands  of  any  agent 
or  agents  shall,  after  the  end  of  one  year,  be  reckoned  from 
the  beginning  of  the  distribution  of  any  prize,  which  have  been 
or  shall  be  taken  from  the  enemy,  be  vested  in  the  contributors 
to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  and  shall  be  accounted  for  and 
paid  to  the  use  of  the  said  corporation,  the  owners  of  such  ship 
or  vessel  being  previously  satisfied  for  any  advance  they  shall 
have  made  to  any  seaman  or  marine,  subject,  however,  to  the 
demand  of  the  person  who  was  entitled  thereto,  if  made  within 
three  years  after  the  condemnation  of  the  prize. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  any  ships  or  vessels,  goods 
or  other  property  taken  [as]  prize  or  re-takeh  belonging  to 
foreigners,  whether  allies  of  the  United  States  of  America  or 
neutrals,  which  have  come,  or  may  come,  to  the  possession  of 
the  said  marshal  and  who  shall  have  no  attorney-in-fact  or 
agent  duly  authorized  to  take  and  receive  from  the  said  marshal 
such  ships  or  other  vessels  or  other  property  that  the  same, 
unless  in  case  they  be  of  a  very  perishable  nature  and  too  bulky 
to  keep  without  great  charges,  shall  remain  in  the  custody  of 
the  said  marshal,  without  sale  for  three  months  at  least  after 
the  trial  of  the  same  shall  be  finished  and  the  owners  thereof 
and  their  said  ships  or  other  vessels,  goods  or  other  property 
shall  be  liable  to  the  charges  and  expenses  which  may  accrue 
by  such  delay  or  sale. 

[Section  XL]  (Section  XVI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  supreme  executive  council 
shall  appoint  and  commission,  for  and  during  the  pleasure  of 
the  said  council,  an  able  and  upright  person  to  be  register  of 
the  said  court  of  admiralty,  and  that  the  examinations  of  all 
witnesses  in  any  of  the  causes  which  may  come  before  the  said 
court  of  admiralty,  being  taken  by  the  said  register,  and  at- 
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tested  before  the  said  judge,  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
said  register,  such  examinations  to  be  taken  ex  parte  after 
reasonable  notice  to  the  adverse  party;  and  the  attestations 
of  the  said  register  shall  on  all  proper  occasions  be  received  as 
evidence  in  all  courts  of  justice  and  elsewhere. 

[Section  XII.]  (Section  XVII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  supreme  executive 
council  shall  appoint  and  commission,  for  and  during  their 
pleasure,  a  person  of  skill  and  good  reputation  to  be  the  marshal 
of  the  said  court  of  admiralty,  who,  before  he  enters  on  his 
office,  shall  become  bound  to  the  president  of  the  said  council 
for  the  time  being  with  two  or  more  sureties  to  be  approved 
by  the  said  council  in  the  value  of  forty  thousand  bushels  of 
good  merchantable  wheat,  each  bushel  thereof  to  weigh  at 
least  sixty  pounds,  which  bond  or  obligation  shall  be  drawn  in 
like  manner,  with  like  condition  and  liable  to  like  suit  and 
use,  and  shall  be  recorded,  as  bonds  entered  into  by  sheriffs 
and  their  sureties  ought  to  be  by  the  laws  of  this  common- 
wealth. 

(Section  XVIII,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  trial  of  pirates  and 
other  sea  felons  in  the  late  British  colonies,  now  the  United 
States  of  America,  hath  been  heretofore  without  a  jury,  and 
in  a  method  much  conformed  to  the  civil  law,  the  exercise  of 
which  jurisdiction  in  criminal  cases  was  contrary  to  the  spirit 
of  the  common  law,  although  the  legislature  of  England  had, 
by  a  statute  passed  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  enti- 
tled "For  Pirates,"  relieved  the  subjects  within  the  realm  from 
this  grievance: 

(Section  XIX,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  constitution  of  this 
state  provideth  that  in  all  prosecutions  for  criminal  offenses 
no  man  can  be  found  guilty  without  the  unanimous  consent  of 
a  jury: 

[Section  XIII.]  (Section  XX,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  traitors,  pirates,  felons 
and  criminals  who  shall  offend  upon  the  sea  or  within  the  ad- 
miralty jurisdiction,  shall  be  enquired  of,  tried  and  judged  by 
grand  and  petit  juries,  according  to  the  course  of  the  common 
law,  in  like  manner  as  if  the  treason  or  felony  or  crime  were 
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committed  within  one  of  the  counties  of  this  state.  And  the 
justices  of  the  supreme  court,  or  any  two  of  them,  and  the 
judge  of  admiralty,  are  hereby  constituted  justices  of  oyer  and 
terminer,  and  shall  hold  a  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  for  the  hearing  and  trying  such  offenders. 
And  the  said  judge  of  admiralty,  in  the  absence  of  the  chief 
justice  of  the  supreme  court,  shall  preside  in  such  court  of  oyer 
and  terminer,  and  if  any  person,  upon  being  arraigned  before 
the  said  court  of  oyer  and  terminer,  shall  stand  mute  or  shall 
not  make  direct  answers  such  person  shall  be  deemed  to  have 
pleaded  not  guilty  and  the  trial  shall  proceed  accordingly. 

[Section  XIV.]  (Section  XXI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  shall  be  feloniously 
stricken  or  poisoned  at  sea  or  out  of  this  state,  and  shall  die 
of  the  same  in  this  state,  the  offenders  and  their  aiders  and 
abettors  may  be  indicted,  tried  and  adjudged  for  such  felony 
in  the  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  of  this  state  where  such 
person  shall  die  before  the  ordinary  justices  of  oyer  and  term- 
iner and  general  gaol  delivery,  and  if  any  person  shall  be  feloni- 
ously stricken  or  poisoned  in  this  state  and  shall  die  of  the  same 
at  sea  or  out  of  Pennsylvania,  the  offenders  and  their  aiders 
and  abettors  may  be  indicted,  tried  and  adjudged  for  such 
felony  before  the  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  constituted  by  this 
act  for  the  trial  of  crimes  committed  at  sea. 

[Section  XV.]  (Section  XXII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court  of  admiralty  of  this  commonwealth  shall 
be  liable  to  the  prohibition  of  the  supreme  court  of  judicature 
in  like  manner  and  with  like  effect  as  the  prohibition  of  the 
court  of  king's  bench  in  England  in  like  case. 

[Section  XVI.]  (Section  XXIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  an  act  of  assembly, 
entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  a  court  of  admiralty," *  passed 
on  the  ninth  day  of  September,  which  was  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  is  hereby 
repealed,  annulled  and  made  void.  Provided  always,  That 
the  repeal  of  the  said  act  shall  not  extend  to  stop  or  prevent  the 


iPassed  September  9,  1778,  Chapter  811. 
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hearing  or  trial  of  any  cause  depending  in  the  court  of  admir- 
alty, or  before  the  said  commissioner  of  oyer  and  terminer, 
but  the  same  may  be  proceeded  on  as  by  the  said  act  is  directed 
before  the  judge  appointed  and  commissioned  in  pursuance  of 
this  act,  the  repeal  thereof  notwithstanding. 

Passed  March  8,  1780.  See  the  Acts  of  Asembly  passed  Sep- 
tember 22,  1780,  Chapter  915;  March  28,  1787,  Chapter  1281;  Sep- 
tember 29,  1787,  Chapter  1322;  December  7,  1789,  Chapter  1474. 
By  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  Article  III,  Section  II,  (I) 
the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  is  declared  to  extend  to  all 
cases  of  admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdictions.  Recorded  L.  B. 
No.  1,  p.  353,  &c 


CHAPTER  DOCCLXXXVIII. 


AN  ACT  TO  RESTORE  AND  ASCERTAIN  THE  VALUE  OP  DIVERS  FINES, 
PENALTIES  AND  FORFEITURES  HEREINAFTER  MENTIONED,  WHICH 
MAY  BE  INCURRED  BY  THE  BREACH  OF  CERTAIN  ACTS  OF  AS- 
SEMBLY OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  divers  fines,  penalties  and  for- 
feitures which  are  limited  not  to  exceed  certain  sums,  and  the 
specific  fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures,  which  were  heretofore 
as  well  before  the  revolution  as  since  provided,  directed  and 
established  in  and  by  certain  acts  of  assembly  still  in  force, 
in  order  to  secure  the  observance  of  the  same  have,  by 
reason  of  the  great  variation  and  rise  in  the  prices  of  com- 
modities become  generally  uncertain  and  very  inadequate 
to  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  intended  and  or- 
dained, whereby  many  good  and  wholesome  laws  have  been 
enervated  and  have  lost  their  proper  vigor  and  effect,  to  the 
great  injury  of  the  sober  and  quiet  citizens  and  to  the  dishonor 
of  the  commonwealth : 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,   That  the  several  and  respective  fines, 
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penalties  and  forfeitures  aforesaid  in  all  cases  where  the  same 
are  expressed  and  set  in  money,  which  shall  be  incurred  by, " 
imposed  on  or  recovered  against  any  person  or  persons  in  any 
court  of  record  or  in  a  summary  way  before  any  justice  of  the 
peace  or  otherwise,  as  well  at  the  suit  of  the  party  grieved, 
and  in  an  action  qui  tarn  as  at  the  suit  of  the  commonwealth, 
shall  be  estimated,  computed,  levied  and  satisfied  after  the 
manner  by  which  the  fees  of  certain  officers  of  this  state  are 
or  ought  to  be  estimated,  computed,  levied  and  satisfied,  in 
pursuance  of  an  act  of  assembly  of  this  commonwealth,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  better  support  of  certain  officers  of  this 
state,  and  for  ascertaining  the  specific  fines  and  penalties  which 
they  may  incur  by  neglect  of  duty,"1  passed  on  the  twenty- 
seventh  day  of  November  last,  subject,  however,  to  the  rules 
and  directions  following,  That  is  to  say:  every  such  fine,  penalty 
of  forfeiture  which  shall  be  incurred,  imposed  or  recovered  as 
aforesaid,  by  virtue  of  any  act  of  assembly  which  was  made 
in  the  late  province  of  Pennsylvania  and  has  been  revived  since 
the  revolution,  and  re-enacted  by  the  legislature  of  this  com- 
monwealth shall  be  estimated  as  aforesaid  as  set  in  money  of 
the  value  of  good  merchantable  wheat,  at  the  price  of  ten 
shillings  per  bushel.  The  fines  and  penalties  aforesaid  directed 
and  ordained  in  and  by  an  act  of  assembly  of  this  common- 
wealth passed  on  the  twentieth  day  of  February,  Anno  Domini 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  entitled  "An  act 
to  discourage  desertion,  and  to  punish  all  such  as  shall  harbor 
or  conceal  deserters," 2  shall  be  estimated  as  aforesaid,  as  set  in 
money  of  the  value  of  good  merchantable  wheat  at  the  price  of 
ten  shillings  per  bushel.  The  fines  and  penalties  aforesaid  di- 
rected and  ordained  in  and  by  an  act  of  assembly  of  this  com- 
monwealth passed  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  June,  Anno  Domini 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  entitled  "A  sup- 
plement to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  amending  the  several 
acts  of  assembly  for  electing  members  of  assembly/  " 8  shall  be 
estimated,  as  aforesaid,  as  set  in  money  of  the  price  of  good 
merchantable  wheat  at  twelve  shillings  per  bushel.    The  pen- 

i  Chapter  876. 
a  Chapter  744. 
•  Chapter  757. 
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alty  of  fifty  pounds  directed  to  be  imposed  on  any  person 
•  not  belonging  to  the  regiments  of  this  state  for  enlisting  sol- 
diers within  the  same  by  an  act  passed  on  the  second  day  of 
January,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-eight, entitled  "An  act  to  prevent  the  imprisonment  of 
soldiers  for  small  sums  and  also  to  prevent  the  enlistment  of 
soldiers  within  the  bounds  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania by  the  officers  of  other  states  until  the  quota  of  this  state 
shall  be  completed,"1  shall  be  estimated  as  aforesaid  as  set  in 
money  of  the  price  of  good  merchantable  wheat  at  fifteen 
shillings  per  bushel.  The  penalty  of  twenty  pounds  directed 
to  be  imposed  on  judges  of  election  neglecting  to  give  notice 
of  their  election  to  persons  chosen  to  serve  in  the  supreme  execu- 
tive council  or  general  assembly  by  an  act  passed  on  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  March,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-eight,  entitled  "A  further  supplement  to  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  for  amending  the  several  acts  for  electing  mem- 
bers of  assembly,"2  shall  be  estimated  as  aforesaid,  as  set  in 
money  of  the  price  of  good  merchantable  wheat  at  twenty 
shilliijgs  per  bushel.  The  forfeiture  of  one  hundred  pounds, 
to  be  imposed  on  the  master  of  a  ship  or  vessel  for  not  exhibit- 
ing a  manifest  of  the  cargo  of  such  ship  or  vessel  by  an  act 
passed  on  the  tenth  day  of  September,  Anno  Domini  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  entitled  "An  act  for 
regulating  navigation  and  trade  in  this  state,"*  shall  be  esti- 
mated as  aforesaid  as  set  in  money  of  the  price  of  good  mer- 
chantable wheat  at  thirty  shillings  per  bushel.  The  specific 
forfeitures  of  money  to  be  incurred  for  the  offenses  forbidden 
in  and  by  an  act  passed  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  March,  Anno 
Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred. and  seventy-nine,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  suppression  of  vice  and  immorality,"4  shall  be 
estimated  as  aforesaid  as  set  in  money  of  the  price  of  good 
merchantable  wheat  at  thirty  shillings  per  bushel.  And  the 
forfeitures  upon  chimney  sweepers  and  housekeepers  offending 
against  the  act  of  assembly  passed  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 

i  Chapter  777. 
a  Chapter  790. 

3  Chapter  816. 

4  Chapter  833. 
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November  last,  entitled  "An  act  for  regulating  chimney  sweep- 
ers within  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  district  of  Southwark 
and  the  township  of  the  Northern  Liberties  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia,"1 shall  be  estimated  as  aforesaid,  as  set  in  money, 
of  the  price  of  good  merchantable  wheat  at  one  hundred  shil- 
lings per  bushel. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  so  much  of  an  act  of  assem- 
bly passed  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  September,  Anno  Domini  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  entitled  "A  supple- 
ment to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  regulating,  pitching,  paving 
and  cleansing  the  highways,  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  and  for 
regulating,  making  and  amending  the  water  courses  and  com- 
mon sewers  within  the  inhabited  and  settled  parts  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  for  raising  of  money  to  defray  the  expenses 
thereof,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,'  "a  and  so 
much  of  another  act  of  assembly  passed  on  the  same  day,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  continue  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  open- 
ing and  better  amending  and  keeping  in  repair  the  public  roads 
and  highways  in  this  province,"*  as  relate  to  fines  and  for- 
feitures shall  be  and  hereby  are  repealed  and  made  void. 

(Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  by  the  invasion  of  this 
state  by  the  enemy  in  the  years  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-seven  and  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-eight the  trustees  of  the  loan  office  of  this  state  became 
separated  and  dispersed,  and  discharges  of  mortgages  were 
made  by  one  trustee  only: 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  discharge  or  dis- 
charges of  any  mortgage  or  mortgages  which  have  been  made 
by  one  trustee  as  aforesaid,  or  which  shall  hereafter  be  made 
by  one  trustee  to  be  appointed  by  the  house  of  assembly  shall 
be  taken  and  held  to  be  good  and  valid,  anything  in  any  law  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Passed  March  8,  1780.    See  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  June  21, 
1781,  Chapter  945.    Recorded  L*.  B.  No.  1,  p.  358,  &c. 

i  Chapter  867. 
}  Chapter  849. 
3  Chapter  850. 
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CHAPTER  DCCCLXXXIX. 


AN  ACT  FOR  THE  AMENDMENT  OP  THE  LAW  RELATIVE  TO  THE  PUN- 
ISHMENT OF  TREASONS,  ROBBERIES,  MISPRISIONS  OF  TREASON  AND 
OTHER  OFFENSEa 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  in  and  by  the  act  of  assembly,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  advancement  of  justice  and  the  more  cer- 
tain administration  thereof," l  made  and  passed  the  thirty-first 
day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighteen,  the  punishment  of  death  is  inflicted  in  the 
case  of  robbery  upon  such  only  as  commit  the  same  on  or  near 
the  highway,  so  that  no  adequate  provision  seems  to  have  been 
made  for  punishing  the  most  atrocious  robberies  if  the  same 
be  committed  elsewhere: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  commit  rob- 
bery, which  robbery  is  done  by  assaulting  another,  putting  him 
in  fear  and  taking  from  his  person  money  or  other  goods  to 
any  value  whatsoever,  whether  the  same  robbery  be  committed 
on  or  near  the  highway  or  elsewhere  in  any  place  or  places 
whatsoever  within  this  commonwealth,  he  or  they  so  offending 
his  or  their  counsellors,  aiders,  comforters  and  abettors,  being 
thereof  duly  convicted  or  attainted,  or  being  indicted  and  stand- 
ing mute,  or  challenging  peremptorily  above  the  number  of 
twenty  persons  returned  to  serve  of  the  jury,  shall  suffer  as 
felons  without  benefit  of  clergy,  in  like  manner  as  by  the  laws 
of  this  commonwealth  is  provided  in  the  case  of  robbers  on  or 
near  the  highway. 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  forfeiture  of  goods  and 
chattels,  in  the  case  of  manslaughter,  is  rarely  exacted,  and 

i  Chapter  286. 
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the  burning  in  the  hand  of  such  felons  in  more  heinous  and 
aggravated  instances  of  this  kind  of  homicide  which  may  ap- 
proach nearly  to  murder  is  too  light  and  inadequate  a  punish- 
ment To  the  end,  therefore,  that  the  lives  of  the  citizens  of 
this  commonwealth  may  be  guarded  and  preserved  from 
danger: 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  author- 
ity aforesaid,  That  in  all  cases  of  convictions  of  manslaughter 
other  than  by  stabbing,  as  described  in  the  act  of  assembly 
hereinbefore  mentioned,  the  said  forfeiture  shall  be  removed 
and  hereafter  no  more  incurred;  but  instead  thereof  the  court 
shall  give  judgment  against  such  offender  of  imprisonment  for 
any  time  not  exceeding  two  years,  and  of  fine  at  the  discretion 
of  the  court,  and,  moreover,  shall  sentence  such  offender  to 
find  security  for  his  good  behavior  during  life.  And  in  order 
for  the  punishment  by  banishment  of  offenders  whose  lives 
might  be  spared,  and  at  the  same  time  whose  wicked  conduct 
and  example  may  render  it  highly  dangerous  that  they  should 
remain  and  enjoy  the  benefits  of  this  free  state,  and  to  lessen 
sanguinary  punishments: 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for 
the  president  or  vice-president  and  council  of  this  common- 
wealth, upon  the  prayer  of  any  person  or  persons  under  sent- 
ence of  death  for  treason  or  felony  to  grant  to  such  person  or 
persons  a  pardon  so  far  as  respects  his,  her  or  their  lives,  con- 
sonant with  the  limitations  of  the  constitution  on  condition 
that  such  person  or  persons  shall,  within  a  limited  time,  depart 
from  this  state  to  foreign  parts  beyond  the  sea,  and  that  he 
or  they  shall  not  return  into  this  state  or  any  of  the  United 
States  of  America;  and  that  if  any  person  or  persons  so  par- 
doned on  the  condition  aforesaid  shall  break  the  same  condi- 
tion by  not  departing  within  the  said  time  or  by  returning 
again  into  this  state  or  any  of  the  United  States  aforesaid,  the 
same  pardon  shall  be  void,  and  such  person  or  persons  not  de- 
parting or  returning  as  aforesaid  shall  suffer  death  according 
to  the  sentence  which  had  been  before  pronounced  against  them. 

(Section  IV.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
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by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  attainder  of  treason  to  be 
had  from  and  after  the  end  of  the  present  war  between  the 
United  States  of  America  and  Great  Britain,  and  the  acknowl- 
edgement of  the  independency  of  the  said  United  States  by  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  shall  extend  to  the  disinheriting  of  any 
heir,  nor  to  the  prejudice  of  any  person  or  persons  other  than 
the  offender.  And  in  order  to  the  detecting  and  punishing  in 
some  measure  persons  accused  of  treason  or  misprisons  of 
treason  by  one  witness  and  at  the  same  time  to  avoid  confound- 
ing very  different  degrees  of  guilt  in  the  same  punishment  and 
for  removing  doubts  concerning  the  legality  thereof: 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  declared 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  all  cases  where  any  charge 
is  made  upon  oath  or  affirmation  against  any  person  or  persons 
of  facts  amounting  to  treason  or  misprison  of  treason  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  attorney-general,  with  the  leave  of 
the  court,  to  proceed  against  and  charge  such  person  or  persons 
with  a  misdemeanor  and  give  in  evidence  any  act  or  acts  of 
treason  or  misprison  of  treason,  by  one  witness  on  the  trial,  or 
other  proper  and  legal  testimony  and  such  person  or  persons, 
upon  conviction,  shall  suffer  as  in  cases  of  misdemeanor. 

Passed  March  8,  1780.  See  the  notes  to  the  Acts  of  Assembly 
passed  May  81,  1718,  Chapter  286;  February  11,  1777,  Chapter  740. 
The  Act  in  the  text  was  repealed  by  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed 
March  81,  1860,  P.  L.  427,  sec.  79.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  859,  Ac. 


CHAPTER  DCCCXC. 


AN  ACT  TO  INCREASE  THE  PUNISHMENTS  OP  HORSE  STEALING. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  punishments  heretofore  pro- 
vided against  the  crime  of  horse  stealing  have  not  proved  suf- 
ficient to  deter  evil-minded  persons  from  the  commission 
thereof: 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
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enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  if  any  person  or  persons,  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall  feloniously  take  and  carry 
away,  any  horse,  mare  or  gelding  of  the  property  of  any  other 
person  or  persons  or  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  shall 
be  thereof  convicted,  every  such  person  or  persons  so  offending 
for  the  first  offense  shall  stand  in  the  pillory  for  one  hour,  and 
shall  be  publicly  whipped  on  his,  her  or  their  [bare]  backs 
with  thirty-nine  lashes,  well  laid  on,  and  at  the  same  time  shall 
have  his,  her  or  their  ears  cut  off  and  nailed  to  the  pillory,  and 
for  the  second  offense  shall  be  whipped  and  pilloried  in  like 
manner  and  be  branded  on  the  forehead  in  a  plain  and  visible 
manner  with  the  letters  H.  T. 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  persons  who  have  hereto- 
fore committed  the  offense  of  horse  stealing  have  often  escaped 
from  justice  by  reason  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  bail  taken  for 
their  appearance  to  answer  for  the  same: 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  publication 
of  this  act,  no  person  or  persons,  who  shall  be  charged  with 
the  stealing  of  any  horse,  mare  or  gelding  on  the  direct  testi- 
mony of  one  witness,  or  who  shall  be  taken  with  such  horse, 
mare  or  gelding  in  his  or  her  possession  shall  be  admitted  to 
bail  otherwise  than  by  one  or  more  justices  of  the  supreme 
court. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  so  much  of  an  act  of  assembly 
of  the  late  province  of  Pennsylvania,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
advancement  of  justice  and  more  certain  administration  there- 
of,"1 and  of  the  supplement  thereto,  as  are  contradictory  to 
this  act,  and  no  more  thereof,  are  repealed  and  made  void. 

Passed  March  10,  1780.  See  the  note  to  the  Act  of  Assembly 
Passed  May  31, 1718,  Chapter  286.  The  Act  in  the  text  was  repealed 
by  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  March  31,  1860,  P.  L.  427,  sec.  79. 
Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  360,  Ac. 

i  Passed  May  81, 1718,  Chapter  236. 
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CHAPTER  DCCCXCI. 


AN  ACT  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF  THE  SUFFERING  INHABITANTS  OF  THE 
COUNTIES  OF  NORTHAMPTON,  BEDFORD,  NORTHUMBERLAND  AND 
WESTMORELAND. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  by  the  repeated  depredations  and 
incursions  of  the  savage  enemy  great  numbers  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  counties  have  been  driven  from  their  habitations 
and  otherwise  much  distressed  and  rendered  unable  to  pay 
their  respective  proportions  of  the  public  taxes: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  commissioners  and  assessors  of  the  said  several 
counties,  and  they  are  hereby  enjoined  and  required,  in  all 
cases  within  their  respective  counties,  where  the  inhabitants 
have  deserted  their  habitations,  and  no  proper  return  or  valua- 
tion of  property  can  be  had  in  the  way  pointed  out  in  the  laws 
now  in  force  for  that  purpose,  to  obtain  such  account  of  such 
property,  by  applying  to  the  books  or  rolls  containing  the  last 
return  of  property,  or  such  other  ways  or  means  as  to  them  shall 
seem  most  just  and  reasonable,  and  shall  thereupon  proceed  to 
value,  quota  and  levy  the  same,  as  nearly  in  just  proportion  to 
other  parts  of  the  said  county  as  may  be. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  commissioners  and 
assessors,  or  a  majority  of  them,  are  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  exonerate  and  discharge  such  of  their  taxable  in- 
habitants as  shall  make  sufficient  proofs,  or  for  or  in  behalf  of 
whom  sufficient  proofs  shall  be  made  to  the  said  commissioners 
and  assessors  respectively,  of  their  having  been  driven  off  and 
dispossessed  of  their  settlements,  or  otherwise  disabled  by  the 
enemy  to  pay  their  respective  taxes,  from  the  payment  of  the 
several  sums  or  such  part  thereof  as  they  shall  deem  just  and 
reasonable,  with  which  they   may  or  ought  to   have  been 
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charged,  as  well  of  their  respective  quotas  of  the  tax  of  four 
millions  of  dollars,  imposed  by  an  act  passed  the  third  day  of 
April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  and  their 
quotas  of  the  tax  of  five  millions  seven  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, granted  and  directed  to  be  raised  by  an  act  passed  the 
tenth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  as  their  respective  quotas  of 
a  sum  of  money  directed  to  be  raised  by  a  monthly  tax  accord- 
ing to  an  act  for  that  purpose  passed  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  which 
remission  or  mitigation  shall  only  be  made  in  favor  of  those, 
who  have  bona  fide  suffered  by  the  incursions  of  the  enemy,  and 
in  such  proportions  as  their  several  losses  of  property  justly 
demand. 

[Section  IIL]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  commissioners  and  assess- 
ors of  the  said  counties  of  Northampton,  Bedford,  Northumber- 
land and  Westmoreland,  respectively,  shall  transmit  to  the 
general  assembly  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  persons  so  exoner- 
ated, stating  the  particular  sum  so  remitted  to  each  particular 
person,  that  the  deficiencies  which  may  arise  in  raising  the 
quotas  of  the  said  counties  by  reason  hereof  shall  be  paid  and 
made  good  out  of  the  state  taxes  which  shall  be  levied  and 
raised  hereafter. 

Passed  March  20,  1780.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  361,  &c. 


CHAPTER  DOCOXCIL 


AN  ACT  TO  REVIVE  AN  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  THE 
TRESPASSING  UPON  THE  UNENCLOSED  GROUNDS,  LYING  IN  THE 
TOWNSHIPS  OP  PASSYUNK,  MOYAMENSING,  NORTHERN  LIBERTIES 
AND  GERMANTOWN  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  PHILADELPHIA,"  AND  TO 
EXTEND  THE  SAID  ACT  TO  THE  ADJOINING  TOWNSHIP  OP  BRISTOL 
IN  THE  SAME  COUNTY,  AND  TO  PREVENT  SWINE  FROM  RUNNING  AT 
LARGE  WITHIN  THE  SAID  TOWNSHIPS  FOR  A  LIMITED  TIME. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  an  act  of  assembly,  entitled  "An 
act  to  prevent  the  trespassing  upon  the  unenclosed  grounds 
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lying  in  the  townships  of  Passyunk,  Moyamensing,  Northern 
Liberties  and  Qermantown,  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,"1 
passed  on  the  fifth  day  of  April  last,  hath  been  found  to  be  a 
necessary  and  beneficial  law  for  the  landholders  and  inhabit- 
ants of  the  said  districts: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  by  reason  of  the  scarcity  of 
proper  timber  in  or  near  the  said  townships,  suitable  to  renew 
the  fences  which  were  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  and  for  want 
of  laborers  to  set  up  the  same  the  difficulties  which  occasioned 
the  said  act  are  not  yet  entirely  surmounted,  and  as  it  is  reason- 
able that  the  provisions  thereby  made  should  be  extended  to 
the  adjoining  township  of  Bristol,  in  the  said  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, as  the  landholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  township 
last  named,  labor  under  like  inconveniences.  And  whereas 
the  said  act  expired  by  its  own  limitation  on  the  first  day  of 
December  last: 

[Section  L]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the 
publication  of  this  act,  the  said  act  and  every  part  thereof,  the 
clause  of  limitation  only  excepted,  shall  be  and  hereby  is  re- 
vived and  extended  to  the  said  township  of  Bristol  and  shall 
continue  and  be  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  December  next. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  Provided  always  and  be  it 
further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  instead  of  the 
penalty  of  twenty  shillings  by  the  said  act  directed  to  be  levied 
for  every  beast  suffered  to  run  at  large  contrary  to  the  direc- 
tions thereof  there  shall  be  levied  for  and  during  the  continu- 
ance of  this  act  the  penalty  of  ten  pounds. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  for  and  during  the  continu- 
ance of  this  act  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  swine,  hogs,  shoats 
or  pigs  to  go  at  large  within  any  of  the  said  townships,  whether 
yoked  and  ringed  or  not;  but  if  any  such  be  found  at  large 
within  the  same  every  such  swine,  hog,  shoat  and  pig  shall  be 
forfeited,  one-half  part  thereof  to  him  that  shall  seize  the  same 


i  Chapter  842. 
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and  the  other  half  part  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  place 
where  the  same  shall  happen,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  such 
township,  or  if  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  then  wholly  to  the 
use  of  the  poor. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  Provided  nevertheless,  and 
be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person 
shall  think  him  or  herself  aggrieved  by  the  seizure  of  any  such 
swine,  hog,  shoat  or  pig,  as  aforesaid,  he  may  appeal  to  any 
justice  of  the  peace  of  the  said  county  who  is  hereby  empow- 
ered to  hear  and  finally  determine  the  same;  and  if  thereupon 
the  said  seizure  be  confirmed  by  such  justice,  the  person  so 
appealing,  shall  further,  forfeit  the  sum  of  forty  shillings  to 
the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  township  where  such  seizure  shall 
be  made,  such  sum  of  forty  shillings  being  deposited  with  such 
justice  before  he  proceed  to  hear  the  said  appeal  and  upon  such 
confirmation  delivered  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  but  other- 
wise returned  to  the  appellant 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  Provided  also,  That  noth- 
ing in  this  act  shall  extend  to  any  part  of  the  township  of  Ger- 
mantown  which  lies  northwestward  of  Livezey's  lane  and  a 
line  extended  in  the  direction  of  the  said  lane  to  the  north- 
easterly line  of  the  said  township. 

Passed  March  13,  1780.  See  the  note  to  the  Act  of  Assembly 
passed  April  5,  1779,  Chapter  842;  and  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed 
April  2,  1781,  Chapter  984.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  862,  &c. 


CHAPTER  DOOOXOIII. 


AN  ACT  OP  FREE  AND  GENERAL  PARDON  AND  INDEMNITY  FOR  THE 
OFFENSES  THEREIN  MENTIONED. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  divers  unhappy  disputes  have 
heretofore  subsisted  between  some  of  the  subjects  of  this  state 
within  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  which,  by  mutual  misunder- 
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standings,  did,  on  the  fourth  day  of  October  last,  occasion  a 
tumult  and  breach  of  the  public  peace  within  the  said  city, 
wherein  sundry  persons  were  unhappily  killed  in  and  near  the 
house  of  James  Wilson,  Esquire,  in  Walnut  street,  within  the 
said  city,  for  which  the  several  parties  concerned  therein  stand 
bound  by  recognizance  to  answer  in  due  course  of  law: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  since  the  said  tumult  a  cor- 
dial quietude  has  taken  place,  and  as  the  rigorous  prosecution 
of  justice  in  all  cases  is  not  expedient,  inasmuch  as  it  may 
tend  to  perpetuate  enmity  and  discord  between  the  citizens  of 
the  same  state,  when  union  and  harmony  are  so  necessary 
against  the  common  enemy;  and  it  being  also  recommended 
by  the  supreme  executive  council  of  the  state  as  a  measure  of 
public  benefit  to  pass  an  act  of  indemnity  and  general  pardon 
for  the  said  offenses: 

[Section  L]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  all  and  every  the  person  and  per- 
sons, party  and  parties  engaged  in  the  said  tumult  and  breach 
of  the  peace  or  who  stand  charged  therewith  or  with  any  of- 
fense arising  therefrom  which  is  punishable  by  the  laws  of  this 
commonwealth,  by  whatsoever  name  or  names  they  are  called 
or  known,  be  and  shall  and  they  are  hereby  pardoned,  re- 
leased, indemnified  and  discharged  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
whatsoever. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  Be  it  also  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  this  free  pardon,  indemnity  and  ob- 
livion, by  the  general  words,  clauses  and  sentences  before  re- 
cited, shall  be  reputed,  deemed,  adjudged  and  expounded  in 
all  courts  and  elsewhere,  most  beneficial  and  available  to  all 
and  singular  the  subjects,  persons  and  parties  before  men- 
tioned, and  to  every  of  them  without  any  ambiguity,  question 
or  delay  to  be  made,  pleaded  or  objected  by  this  common- 
wealth, the  attorney-general  thereof,  or  any  person  or  persons 
acting  under  the  authority  thereof  in  their  behalf.  And  also 
that  this  act  shall  be  deemed,  adjudged  and  taken  to  be  a 
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public  act  and  shall  be  judicially  taken  notice  of  as  such  by 
all  judges,  justices  and  other  persons  whomsoever  without 
specially  pleading  the  same. 

Passed  March  13,  1780.  See  the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  April 
15,  1782,  Chapter  979;  March  28,  1785,  Chapter  1147;  March  17,  1786, 
Chapter  1213.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  363,  &c. 


CHAPTER  DCOOXCIV. 


AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THE  AMERICAN  PHILOSOPHICAL  SO- 
CIETY HELD  AT  PHILADELPHIA  FOR  PROMOTING  USEFUL  KNOWL- 
EDGE. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  cultivation  of  useful  knowl- 
edge and  the  advancement  of  the  liberal  arts  and  sciences  in 
any  country  have  the  most  direct  tendency  towards  the  improve- 
ment of  agriculture,  the  enlargement  of  trade,  the  ease  and  com- 
fort of  life,  the  ornament  of  society  and  the  increase  and  happi- 
ness of  mankind: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  this  country  of  North 
America,  which  the  goodness  of  Providence  hath  given  us  to 
inherit,  from  the  vastness  of  its  extent,  the  variety  of  its  clim- 
ate, the  fertility  of  its  soil,  the  yet  unexplored  treasures  of  its 
bowels,  the  multitude  of  its  rivers,  lakes,  bays,  inlets  and  other 
conveniences  of  navigation,  offers  to  these  United  States  one  of 
the  richest  subjects  of  cultivation  ever  presented  to  any  people 
upon  earth: 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  experience  of  ages  shows 
that  improvements  of  a  public  nature  are  best  carried  on  by 
societies  of  liberal  and  ingenious  men,  uniting  their  labors, 
without  regard  to  nation,  sect  or  party  in  one  grand  pursuit, 
alike  interesting  to  all,  whereby  mutual  prejudices  are  worn  off, 
a  humane  and  philosophical  spirit  is  cherished,  and  youth  are 
stimulated  to  a  laudable  diligence  and  emulation  in  the  pursuit 
of  wisdom: 

(Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  upon  these  principles  divers 
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public-spirited  gentlemen  of  Pennsylvania  and  other  American 
states  did  heretofore  unite  themselves,  under  certain  regula- 
tions, into  one  voluntary  society,  by  the  name  of  "The  American 
Philosophical  Society,  held  at  Philadelphia,  for  promoting 
useful  knowledge,"  and  by  their  successful  labors  and  investi- 
gations, to  the  great  credit  of  America,  have  extended  their 
reputation  so  far  that  men  of  the  first  eminence  in  the  republic 
of  letters  in  the  most  civilized  nations  of  Europe  have  done 
honor  to  their  publications  and  desired  to  be  enrolled  among 
their  members: 

(Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  the  said  society,  after  having 
been  long  interrupted  in  their  laudable  pursuits  by  the  calami- 
ties of  war  and  the  distresses  of  our  country,  have  found  means 
to  revive  their  design,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  prosecute  the 
same  with  their  former  success,  and  of  being  further  encour- 
aged therein  by  the  public,  for  which  purpose  they  have  prayed 
us,  "the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania,"  that  they  may  be  created  one  body  politic 
and  corporate  forever,  with  such  powers,  privileges  and  immu- 
nities as  may  be  necessary  for  answering  the  valuable  purposes 
which  the  said  society  had  originally  in  view: 

Wherefore,  in  order  to  encourage  the  said  society  in  the  prose- 
cution and  advancement  of  all  useful  branches  of  knowledge, 
for  the  benefit  of  their  country  and  mankind: 

[Section  L]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  members  of  the  said  American 
Philosophical  Society,  heretofore  voluntary  associated  for  pro- 
moting useful  knowledge,  and  such  other  persons  as  have  been 
duly  elected  members  and  officers  of  the  same,  agreeably  to  the 
fundamental  laws  and  regulations  of  the  said  society  comprised 
in  twelve  sections  prefixed  to  their  first  volume  of  transactions, 
published  in  Philadelphia  by  William  and  Thomas  Bradford, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-one, and  who  shall  in  all  respect  conform  themselves  to  the 
said  laws  and  regulations,  and  such  other  laws,  regulations 
and  ordinances,  as  shall  hereafter  be  duly  made  and  enacted  by 
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the  said  society  according  to  the  tenor  hereof,  be  and  forever 
hereafter  shall  be,  one  body  corporate  and  politic  in  deed,  by 
the  name  and  style  of  "The  American  Philosophical  Society, 
held  at  Philadelphia,  for  promoting  useful  knowledge,"  and 
by  the  same  name  they  are  hereby  constituted  and  confirmed 
one  body  corporate  and  politic,  to  have  perpetual  succession,  and 
by  the  same  name  they  and  their  successors  are  hereby  declared 
and  made  able  and  capable  in  law,  to  have,  hold,  receive  and 
enjoy  lands,  tenements,  rents,  franchises,  hereditaments,  gifts 
and  bequests  of  what  nature  soever,  in  fee  simple  or  for  term  of 
life,  lives,  years  or  otherwise,  and  also  to  give,  grant,  let,  sell, 
alien  or  assign  the  same  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  goods, 
chattels  and  premises,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  respective 
gifts,  grants  and  bequests  made  to  them  the  said  society,  and 
of  their  estate  therein.  Provided,  that  the  amount  of  the  clear 
yearly  value  of  such  real  estate  do  not  exceed  the  value  of  ten 
thousand  bushels  of  good  merchantable  wheat. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  society  be  and  shall 
be  forever  hereafter  able  and  capable  in  law  to  sue  and  be 
sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  answer  and  be  answered  unto, 
defend  and  be  defended  in  all  or  any  of  the  courts  or  other 
places,  and  before  any  judges,  justices  and  other  person  or  per- 
sons, in  all  manner  of  actions,  suits,  complaints,  pleas,  causes 
and  matters,  of  what  nature  or  kind  soever,  within  this  com- 
monwealth; and  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the 
said  society,  forever  hereafter  to  have  and  use  one  common  seal 
in  their  affairs,  and  the  same  at  their  will  and  pleasure  to  break, 
change,  alter  and  renew. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  for  the  well  governing  the 
said  society,  and  ordering  their  affairs,  they  shall  have  the 
following  officers,  That  is  to  say,  one  patron,  who  shall  be  his 
excellency  the  president  of  the  supreme  executive  council  of 
this  commonwealth  for  the  time  being,  and  likewise  one  presi- 
dent, three  vice-presidents,  four  secretaries,  three  curators,  one 
treasurer,  together  with  a  council  of  twelve  members,  and 
that  on  the  first  Friday  of  January  next,  between  the  hours  of 
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two  and  five  in  the  afternoon,  as  many  of  the  members  of  the 
said  society  as  shall  have  paid  up  their  arrears  due  to  the 
society,  and  shall  declare  their  willingness  to  conform  to  the 
laws,  regulations  and  ordinances  of  the  society  then  duly  in 
force,  according  to  the  tenor  hereof,  by  subscribing  the  same, 
and  who  shall  attend  in  the  hall  or  place  of  meeting  of  said 
society  within  the  time  aforesaid,  shall  choose  by  ballot,  agree- 
able to  the  fundamental  laws  and  regulations  hereinbefore  re- 
ferred to,  one  president,  three  vice-president,  four  secretaries, 
three  curators  and  one  treasurer,  and  at  the  same  time  and 
place  the  members  met  and  qualified  as  aforesaid  shall,  in  like 
manner  choose  four  members  for  the  council,  to  hold  their  offices 
for  one  year,  four  more  members  for  the  council,  to  hold 
their  offices  for  two  years,  and  four  more  members  for  the 
council,  to  hold  their  offices  for  three  years.  And  on  the  first 
Friday  in  January,  which  shall  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  and  so  likewise  on 
the  first  Friday  of  January  yearly  and  every  year  thereafter, 
between  the  hours  of  two  and  five  in  the  afternoon,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  said  society  met  and  qualified  as  aforesaid  shall 
choose  one  president,  three  vice-presidents,  four  secretaries, 
three  curators  and  one  treasurer,  to  hold  their  respective  offices 
for  one  year,  and  four  councilmen,  to  hold  their  offices  for 
three  years:  Provided,  That  no  person  residing  within  the 
United  States  shall  be  capable  of  being  president,  vice-presi- 
dent, secretary,  curator,  treasurer  or  member  of  the  council  or 
of  electing  to  any  of  the  said  offices  who  is  not  capable  of  elect- 
ing and  being  elected  to  civil  offices  within  the  state  in  which 
he  resides. 

(Section  IX,  P.  L.)  Provided  also,  That  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  be  considered  as  intended  to  exclude  any  of  the 
said  officers  or  counsellors,  whose  times  shall  be  expired,  from 
being  re-elected,  according  to  the  pleasure  of  the  said  society, 
and  of  the  day,  hours  and  place  of  all  such  elections  due  notice 
shall  be  given  by  the  secretaries,  or  some  one  of  them,  in  one 
or  more  of  the  public  newspapers  of  this  state,  agreeable  to 
the  said  fundamental  laws  and  regulations  before  referred  to. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1780]  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  123 

the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  officers  and  council  of  the  said 
society  shall  be  capable  of  exercising  such  power  for  the  well 
governing  and  ordering  the  affairs  of  the  society,  and  of  holding 
such  occasional  meetings  for  that  purpose  as  shall  be  described, 
fixed  and  determined  by  the  statutes,  laws,  regulations  and 
ordinances  of  the  said  society  hereafter  to  be  made. 

(Section  XI,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  no  statute,  law, 
regulation  or  ordinance  shall  ever  be  made  or  passed  by  the  said 
society  or  be  binding  upon  the  members  thereof,  or  any  of  them, 
unless  the  same  hath  been  duly  proposed  and  fairly  drawn  up 
in  writing  at  one  stated  meeting  of  the  society,  and  enacted  or 
passed  at  a  subsequent  meeting  at  least  the  space  of  fourteen 
days  after  the  former  meeting,  and  upon  due  notice  in  some 
of  the  public  newspapers  that  the  enacting  of  statutes  and 
laws,  or  the  making  and  passing  ordinances  and  regulations 
will  be  part  of  the  business  of  such  meeting;  nor  shall  any 
statute,  law,  regulation  or  ordinance  be  then  or  at  any  time 
enacted  or  passed  unless  thirteen  members  of  the  said  society, 
or  such  greater  number  of  members  as  may  be  afterwards  fixed 
by  the  rules  of  the  society,  be  present,  besides  such  quorum  of 
the  officers  and  council  as  the  laws  of  the  society,  for  the  time 
being,  may  require,  and  unless  the  same  be  voted  by  two-thirds 
of  the  whole  body  then  present;  all  which  statutes,  laws,  ordi- 
nance and  regulations  so  as  aforesaid  duly  made,  enacted  and 
passed,  shall  be  binding  on  every  member  of  the  said  society, 
and  be  from  time  to  time  inviolably  observed,  according  to  the 
tenor  and  effect  thereof:  Provided,  They  be  not  repugnant  or 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth  for  the  time  being 
in  force  and  effect 

(Section  XII,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  nations  truly  civilized  (how- 
ever unhappily  at  variance  on  other  accounts)  will  never  wage 
war  with  the  arts  and  sciences  and  the  common  interests  of 
humanity: 

[Section  V.]  (Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  said  society,  by  their  proper  officers,  at  all  times,  whether 
in  peace  or  war,  to  correspond  with  learned  societies,  as  well 
as  individual  learned  men,  of  any  nation  or  country,  upon 


Digitized  by 


Google 


124  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  [1780 

matters  merely  belonging  to  the  business  of  the  said  society, 
such  as  the  mutual  communication  of  their  discoveries  and  pro- 
ceedings in  philosophy  and  science,  the  procuring  books,  appa- 
ratus, natural  curiosities  and  such  other  articles  and  intelli- 
gence as  are  usually  exchanged  between  learned  bodies,  for 
furthering  their  common  pursuits. 

(Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  such  correspond- 
ence of  the  said  society  be  at  all  times  open  to  the  inspection  of 
the  supreme  executive  council  of  this  commonwealth. 

Passed  March  15,  1780.  See  the  notes  to  the  Acts  of  Assembly 
passed  March  29,  1779,  Chapter  832;  November  27, 1779,  Chapter  871. 
Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  368,  &c 


CHAPTER  DOCCXCV. 


AN  ACT  TO  CURB  A  DEFECT  IN  AN  ACT  OP  ASSEMBLY  ENTITLED  "AN 
ACT  TO  CONFIRM  THE  ESTATES  AND  INTERESTS  OF  THE  COLLEGE, 
ACADEMY,  AND  CHARITABLE  SCHOOL  OF  THE  CITY  OF  PHILADEL- 
PHIA AND  TO  ALTER  AND  AMEND  THE  CHARTERS  THEREOF  CON- 
FORMABLY  TO  THE  REVOLUTION,  AND  THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  THIS 
COMMONWEALTH;  AND  TO  ERECT  THE  SAME  INTO  AN  UNIVER- 
SITY;" AND  ALSO  AN  ERROR  IN  THE  DATE  OF  ANOTHER  ACT  OF 
ASSEMBLY  ENTITLED  "A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  AN  ACT  ENTITLED  AN 
ACT  FOR  THE  ATTAINDER  OF  DIVERS  TRAITORS  IF  THEY  RENDER 
NOT  THEMSELVES  BY  A  CERTAIN  DAY  AND  FOR  VESTING  THEIR 
ESTATES  IN  THIS  COMMONWEALTH  AND  FOR  MORE  EFFECTUALLY 
DISCOVERING  THE  SAME,  AND  FOR  ASCERTAINING  [AND  SATISFY- 
ING] THE  LAWFUL  DEBTS  AND  CLAIMS  THEREUPON. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  in  an  act  of  assembly  passed  on 
the  twenty-seventh  day  of  November  last,  entitled  "An  act  to 
confirm  the  estates  and  interests  of  the  college,  academy  and 
charitable  school  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  to  amend 
and  alter  the  charters  thereof  conformably  to  the  revolution 
and  the  constitution  of  this  commonwealth,  and  to  erect  the 
same  into  an  university,"  *  the  word  college  was,  through  mis- 
take inserted  in  the  sixteenth  section  thereof,  instead  of  the 
word  university,  by  reason  whereof  the  authority  intended  to 

i  Chapter  871. 
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be  vested  in  two  justices  of  the  peace  by  said  act  to  proceed 
in  a  summary  way  against  persons  refusing  to  deliver  up  to 
the  trustees  of  the  said  university,  upon  demand  the  library, 
apparatus,  mortgages,  specialties,  deeds  or  instruments  or  other 
papers  or  books  of  record  or  real  estate  of  the  said  university 
in  custody  or  possession  of  such  persons  so  refusing,  may  be 
disputed  and  prove  insufficient  for  the  purposes  designed  by  the 
legislature: 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  said  act  shall  be  construed  and 
taken  for  the  benefit  and  relief  of  the  trustees  of  the  said  uni- 
versity as  fully  as  if  the  said  university  was  named  in  the  said 
sixteenth  paragraph  in  the  stead  and  place  of  the  word  college, 
and  the  said  justices  shall  proceed  accordingly. 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  an  error  in  form  hath  been 
discovered  in  the  date  of  an  act  of  assembly,  entitled  "A  supple- 
ment to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  attainder  of  divers 
traitors,  if  they  render  not  themselves  by  a  certain  day  and  for 
vesting  their  estates  in  the  commonwealth,  and  for  more  ef- 
fectually discovering  the  same,  and  for  ascertaining  and  satisfy- 
ing the  lawful  debts  and  claims  thereon,"1  by  writing:  the  word 
April  at  the  foot  of  the  record  of  the  said  act,  instead  of  the 
word  March,  which,  by  the  minutes  of  the  general  assembly, 
recourse  being  thereunto  had,  appears  to  be  the  month  wherein 
the  said  law  was  enacted,  and  advantage  may  perhaps  be  taken 
from  the  error  last  mentioned  to  weaken  or  elude  the  operation 
of  the  last-recited  act: 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  II.  ]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  the  last-recited  act  shall  have  the 
same  and  equal  effect  and  operation  as  if  the  word  March  had 
been  written  at  the  foot  of  the  said  record,  in  the  place  where 
the  word  April  has  been  erroneously  written  as  aforesaid. 
And  that  all  sales,  transfers,  leases,  acts  and  proceedings  what- 


i  Chapter  830. 
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soever  had,  made,  suffered  or  done  under  the  said  act  of  as- 
sembly shall  be  deemed  as  valid  and  effectual  in  the  law  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  as  if  the  said  error  or  mistake  had  not 
been  made. 

Passed  March  16,  1780.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  365,  &c. 


CHAPTER  DCOCXCVI. 


AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  TRESPASSES  AND  WASTE  FROM  BEING  COM- 
MITTED UPON  THE  LANDS  OP  ABSENT  PERSONS,  AND  UPON  VACANT 
AND  UNAPPROPRIATED  LANDS. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  divers  disorderly  persons  have,  of 
late  entered  upon  the  lands  of  persons  residing  beyond  the  sea 
or  without  the  bounds  of  this  state,  and  upon  lands  out  of  the 
possession  of  any  particular  person,  and  upon  lands  reputed 
to  be  vacant  or  unappropriated  under  pretence  of  certain  claims 
and  rights  or  otherwise  and  have  committed  great  trespasses 
and  waste  thereon  by  felling  of  timber: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  it  is  likely  that  some  of  the 
lands  aforesaid  are  the  proper  estate  of  the  commonwealth, 
and  those  belonging  to  absent  persons  ought  in  this  time  of  war, 
when  intercourse  with  Europe  and  other  foreign  countries  is 
much  interrupted,  to  be  preserved  from  the  trespasses  and 
waste  aforesaid: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  if  any  person  or  persons 
whatsoever  under  pretense  of  any  claim  or  right  derived  from 
the  late  proprietaries  or  without  any  title  shall  enter  upon 
the  lands  of  any  person  or  persons  residing  beyond  seas,  or 
without  the  bounds  of  this  state  or  upon  lands  out  of  the  pos- 
session of  any  particular  person  or  upon  lands  which  are  vacant 
or  unappropriated,  or  reputed  to  be  vacant  or  unappropriated 
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and  shall  commit  any  trespass  or  waste  thereon,  every  person 
so  offending,  his  or  her  aiders  and  abettors  shall  not  only  be 
liable  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  snch  land  or  to  the  common- 
wealth for  treble  damages  as  tenants  committing  waste  for 
such  trespass  and  waste  but,  moreover,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  mis- 
demeanor and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall  be  fined  and  im- 
prisoned at  the  discretion  of  the  court  [of  quarter  sessions  or 
other  court]  wherein  such  conviction  shall  be  had. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  for  and  during  the  continu- 
ance of  this  act  no  surveyor  or  other  person  shall  presume  to 
measure,  survey  or  locate  any  right  or  claim  to  land  as  afore- 
said unless  he  be  authorized  so  to  do  by  the  special  license  of 
the  president  or  vice-president  in  council  under  the  less  seal, 
who,  upon  due  proof  of  the  equity  thereof,  may  grant  the  same, 
and  every  survey,  location  or  appropriation  of  land  made  with- 
out such  license  be  first  obtained,  and  unless  a  return  of  the 
survey  thereupon  made  shall  be  made  into  the  office  of  the  sec- 
retary of  the  supreme  executive  council  within  six  months  after 
the  same  shall  be  made  shall  be  utterly  null  and  void. 

(Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  in  order  to  correct  as  far  as  may  be 
the  mischiefs  which  may  have  arisen  or  may  arise  to  the  com- 
monwealth by  clandestine  surveys  and  undue  appropriations 
of  vacant  or  waste  lands  made  since  the  fourth  day  of  July, 
which  was  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-six: 

[Section  III.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  no  survey  or  appropriation  of  vacant 
or  unappropriated  lands  which  has  been  made  within  this  state 
since  the  fourth  day  of  July,  which  was  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  shall  be  available 
in  law  or  equity  or  shall  be  considered  as  vesting  any  estate  in 
such  land  unless  the  date  and  other  particulars  of  the  same, 
together  with  a  clear  description  of  the  right  or  claim  upon 
which  it  was  made  shall  be  entered  in  the  office  of  the  secretary 
of  the  supreme  executive  council  within  the  times  hereinafter 
limited;  That  is  to  say,  in  case  such  survey  has  been  made  in 
the  counties  of  Bedford,  Northumberland  or  Westmoreland  be- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


128  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  [1780 

fore  the  first  day  of  January  next,  and  in  case  such  survey  has 
been  made  in  any  other  county  before  the  first  day  of  November 
next. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  be 
it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  such  entry 
in  the  office  of  the  said  secretary  shall  not  give  and  [sic]  [any] 
relief  or  benefit  to  any  person  to  which  he  or  she  was  not  enti- 
tled before  the  passing  of  this  act. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  this  act  shall  continue  and 
be  in  force  for  and  during  nine  months  and  from  thence  to  the 
end  of  the  next  session  of  the  general  asembly  and  no  longer. 

Passed  March  17,  1780.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  366,  &c. 


CHAPTER  DCOCXCVII. 


AN  ACT  TO  RENDER  THE  REVENUE  ARISING  PROM  THE  EXCISE  ON 
WINE  AND  SPIRITS  AND  ON  LICENSES  TO  RE  GRANTED  TO  PUBLIC 
HOUSES  EFFECTIVE  AND  EQUAL  TO  THE  PUBLIC  NECESSITIES. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  in  and  by  an  act  of  assembly  of 
the  late  province  of  Pennsylvania,  passed  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-six  it  was  directed 
that  an  excise  should  be  levied,  collected  and  paid  throughout 
the  said  province  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,  for  all 
rum,  brandy  and  other  spirits  sold,  drawn,  shared  or  bartered 
by  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  in  any  quantity  under 
seventy  gallons  and  for  all  wines  sold,  drawn,  shared  or  bar- 
tered by  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever  under  the  quantity 
of  one  hogshead;  such  quantities  to  be  delivered  at  one  time  and 
to  one  person  bX  anytime  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  October, 
which  was  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  fifty-six,  for  and  during  the  space  of  ten  years  then  next 
following,  and  for  so  long  after  as  should  be  necessary  to 
answer  the  purposes  for  which  the  said  excise  was  appropri- 
ated, at  the  rate  of  four  pence  per  gallon  and  so  proportionably 
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for  a  greater  or  less  quantity,  and  divers  regulations  were  made, 
powers  given  and  officers  appointed  in  order  to  bring  the  rev- 
enue thereby  to  arise  into  the  treasury. 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  the  excise  aforesaid  was 
afterwards  altered,  additional  regulations  concerning  the  same 
made,  and  further  powers  given  for  the  more  effectual  col- 
lecting thereof  for  and  during  ten  years  from  the  tenth  day  of 
April,  which  was  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-two,  by  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
support  of  the  government  of  this  province  and  making  the 
excise  on  wine,  rum,  brandy  and  other  spirits  more  equal,  and 
preventing  frauds  in  the  collecting  and  paying  of  the  excise," l 
passed  in  the  said  late  province  on  the  first  day  of  March,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
two,  for  the  purpose  of  sinking  and  discharging  certain  bills  of 
credit  of  the  value  of  twenty-five  thousand  pounds  emitted  by 
virtue  of  the  said  act. 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  said  excise  was  after- 
wards charged  with  the  redemption  of  the  further  sum  of 
twenty-two  thousand  pounds  emitted  in  bills  of  credit  by  virtue 
of  an  act  of  assembly,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  support  of  the 
government  of  this  province  and  payment  of  public  debts."  * 

(Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  residue  of  the  said  bills 
of  credit,  which  were  still  current  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-eight,  were  called  in  and  provided  for  in  and  by  an 
act  of  this  commonwealth,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  calling  in 
of  the  bills  of  credit  issued  by  the  legislative  authority  of 
Pennsylvania  under  the  sanction  and  authority  of  the  crown 
of  Great  Britain  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  • 
and  a  supplement  to  the  same  whereby  the  said  revenue  of 
excise  is  now  disengaged. 

(Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  ordinary  support  of  gov- 
ernment, the  contingent  expenses  thereof  and  divers  other  calls 
at  this  time  of  war  require  considerable  sums  of  money,  and  it 

i  Chapter  656. 

*  Passed  September  30, 1775,  Chapter  716. 

*  Passed  March  23, 1778,  Chapter  791. 
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would  be  very  distressing  to  the  people  of  this  state  now  labor- 
ing under  heavy  taxes  on  their  estates,  real  and  personal,  to 
increase  their  burdens  of  that  kind. 

[Section  L]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and  it 
is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  said  revenue  of  excise, 
shall  be  levied,  collected  and  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  state, 
during  the  remainder  of  the  last-mentioned  term  of  ten  years  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid.  And  in  order  to  render  the  said  revenue 
of  excise  effective,  and  in  some  measure  proportioned  to  the 
great  rise  in  the  prices  of  wine  and  spirits  and  the  necessities  of 
the  state: 

[Section  II.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
May,  next,  the  said  excise  of  four  pence  per  gallon  and  the 
sum  of  three  pounds  per  annum,  being  the  lowest  rate  at  which 
any  retailer  of  wine  or  spirits  is  allowed  by  the  said  acts  of  as- 
sembly to  compound  for  the  same  shall  be  deemd  to  be  money 
of  the  value  of  ten  shillings  for  a  bushel  of  wheat  and  estimated, 
collected,  satisfied  and  paid  in  the  manner  after  which  the  fees 
of  certain  officers  are  directed  to  be  estimated,  satisfied  and 
paid  in  and  by  an  act  of  assembly,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
better  support  of  certain  officers  of  this  state  and  for  ascertain- 
ing the  specific  fines  and  penalties  which  they  may  incur  by 
neglect  of  duty."  x 

(Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  great  profits  and 
advantages  of  late  gained  by  the  keepers  of  inns,  taverns,  ale 
houses  and  retailers  of  wine,  rum,  and  other  spirits  will  easily 
admit  that  the  public  income  arising  from  licenses  to  be  granted 
to  such  persons  may  be  augmented  to  a  rate  in  some  degree 
proportioned  to  the  increased  prices  of  goods,  merchandise  and 
tavern  charges,  in  order  to  answer  the  salaries  necessary  to 
be  given  to  public  officers: 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  ninth  day  of 
August  next  the  money  directed  to  be  paid  for  such  licenses  by 


i  Passed  November  27,  1779,  Chapter  87&. 
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the  act  of  assembly  of  the  late  province  of  Pennsylvania,  enti- 
tled "An  act  that  no  public  house  or  inn  within  this  province 
shall  be  kept  without  license,"1  and  the  security  directed  to 
be  given  by  tavern  keepers  and  others  in  one  hundred  pounds 
before  such  licenses  be  issued,"  shall  be  taken  in  a  [sum] 
equivalent  to  the  augmented  price  of  such  license  and  shall 
be  deemed  to  be  money  of  the  value  of  ten  shillings  for  a  bushel 
of  wheat  and  estimated,  collected,  satisfied  and  paid  in  like 
manner  as  the  fees  of  certain  officers  as  aforesaid. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  an  act  of  assembly  of  this 
commonwealth,  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  fees  on  tavern 
licenses,  the  fines  on  tippling  houses  and  the  rates  of  excise,"3 
passed  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  March,  which  was  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  and 
everything  therein  contained  (saving  the  treble  rates  thereby 
laid  upon  tavern  licenses  which  shall  continue  till  the  said  ninth 
day  of  August  next)  shall  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of 
May  next  be  repealed  and  made  void. 

Passed  March  17,  1780.  See  the  notes  to  the  Acts  of  Assem- 
bly passed  February  28,  1710-11,  Chapter  172;  August  26,  1721, 
Chapter  244;  September  21, 1756,  Chapter  412;  March  21, 1772,  Chap- 
ter 656;  and  the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  April  6,  1781,  Chapter 
938;  March  19,  1783,  Chapter  1016;  March  20,  1783,  Chapter  1018; 
December  9,  1783.  Chapter  1861;  April  6,  1785,  Chapter  1161;  Sep- 
tember 25,  1786,  Chapter  1248;  September  21,  1791,  Chapter  1582; 
(the  two  Acts  of  Assembly  passed)  April  22,  1794,  Chapters  1758, 
1763.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  367,  &c. 


CHAPTER  DOCCXCVIII. 


AN  ACT  TO  GRANT  TO  HENRY  GUEST  AN  EXCLUSIVE  RIGHT  FOR  THE 
TERM  OF  FIVE  TEARS  OF  MAKING  OIL  AND  BLUBBER  FROM  MA- 
TERIALS OF  HIS  OWN  DISCOVERY. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  the  encouragement  of  arts,  manu- 
factures and  commerce  has  always  in  all  civilized  and  well-im- 

i  See  Acts  of  February  28,  1710-11,  Chapter  172,  and  August  26, 
1721,  Chapter  244. 
*  Chapter  826. 
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proved  countries  been  held  as  one  of  the  duties  of  government, 
and  that  to  provide  suitable  recompense  for  those  who,  by  their 
own  expense,  ingenuity  or  dint  of  application  have  made  new 
and  useful  discoveries  is  not  only  consistent  with  justice  and 
generosity  but  with  true  policy: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  Henry  Guest,  now  of  the 
town  of  New  Brunswick,  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  has,  by 
petition  of  [sic]  [to]  this  house  set  forth  that  by  long  study 
and  frequent  as  well  as  expensive  experiments  [sic]  [he  has] 
discovered  a  method  hitherto  unpracticed  and  unknown  of 
making  an  oil  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Currier's  Oil 
and  Blubber  from  certain  materials  found  within  these  United 
States,  or  parts  thereof,  and  has  prayed  us  to  grant  to  him  an 
exclusive  right  for  the  term  of  five  years  of  making  and  manu- 
facturing oil  and  blubber  from  the  materials  by  him  so  discov- 
ered: 

[Section  L]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  time 
at  which  the  aforesaid  Henry  Guest  shall  erect  a  manufactory 
in  this  state,  and  produce  oil  and  blubber  therein  for  sale  from 
the  materials  he  has  discovered,  provided  the  same  be  done 
within  the  space  of  eight  months  from  the  time  of  passing  this 
act,  that  he  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  invested,  as  a  reward 
for  his  discovery  and  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  useful  manu- 
factories in  this  state,  with  the  sole  and  exclusive  right,  for  the 
term  of  five  years,  of  manufacturing  oil  and  blubber  from  the 
materials  he  has  discovered. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  within  this 
state  shall,  during  the  aforesaid  term  of  five  years,  make  use 
of  the  same  kind  of  materials  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing 
any  oil  or  blubber  for  sale,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  said  Henry  Guest,  his  heirs,  executors  or  administrators, 
to  sue  for  and  recover  for  his,  her  or  their  use  one-half  the  value 
of  all  the  oil  and  blubber  made  for  sale  by  such  person  or  per- 
sons in  the  manufacturing  or  making  of  which  he,  she  or  they 
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shall  make  use  of  any  of  the  materials  by  him  discovered  and 
used  in  the  manufacturing  of  oil  and  blubber  as  aforesaid. 

(Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  in  order  to  prevent  any  disputes  or 
uncertainties  arising  as  to  the  identity  of  the  materials  dis- 
covered and  used  in  the  making  of  oil  and  blubber  by  the  afore- 
said Henry  Guest,  be  it  known  and  it  is  hereby  declared  that 
before  the  passing  of  this  act  he,  the  said  Henry  Guest,  hath 
lodged  in  the  clerk's  office  of  this  House,  sealed  up  and  en~ 
dorsed  by  himself  and  the  clerk,  a  particular  account  and  de- 
scription of  the  materials  by  him  invented  or  discovered  for  the 
purpose  of  making  therefrom  oil  and  blubber. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  before  or  as  soon  as  he,  the 
said  Henry  Guest  begins  to  manufacture  the  aforesaid  oil  and 
blubber  in  this  state  he  shall  put  up  in  his  said  manufactory 
or  manufactories  a  printed  account  in  English  and  German  of 
the  said  materials  by  him  discovered  or  invented  and  used  in 
the  making  oil  and  blubber,  subject  to  the  inspection  of  all 
persons,  in  order  that  no  person  may  unknowingly  offend  and 
that  all  after  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  five  years  may  be 
enabled  to  prosecute  the  said  manufactures  to  their  own  ad- 
vantage. 

Passed  March.  17, 1780.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  369,  &c. 


CHAPTER  DCCCXCIX. 


AN  ACT  FOR  THE  EFFECTUAL  RECOVERING  AND  SECURING  THE 
FINES,  FORFEITURES  AND  OTHER  MONEYS,  DUB  OR  BELONGING 
TO  THE  COMMONWEALTH  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  SAME. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  To  the  end  that  all  fines,  forfeitures,  issues, 
amerciaments,  fees  and  moneys  which,  by  the  constitution  and 
laws  were  designed  and  ought  to  be  applied  towards  defraying 
the  necessary  charges  of  supporting  government  and  the  ad- 
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ministration  of  justice  within  this  commonwealth,  may  be  duly 
estreated,  levied  and  paid  into  the  public  treasury,  and  go 
to  the  uses  intended: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  all  fines,  issues,  amerciaments, 
forfeited  recognizances,  sum  and  sums  of  money  to  be  paid 
in  lieu  and  satisfaction  of  them,  and  all  other  forfeitures  which, 
from  and  after  the  publication  of  this  act,  shall  be  set,  imposed, 
lost  or  forfeited  in  the  supreme  court  or  in  any  of  the  courts  of 
common  pleas,  courts  of  general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace 
and  gaol  delivery,  or  before  any  special  commissioners  of  oyer 
and  terminer,  in  any  county  of  this  state,  or  before  any  justices 
or  justice  of  the  peace,  shall  by  the  justices,  prothonotaries, 
clerks  and  sheriffs,  respectively,  be  certified  and  estreated  in 
and  into  the  supreme  court,  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia  on  the 
tenth  day  of  April  next,  expressing  the  cause  of  the  loss,  the 
court,  the  nature  of  the  writ  and  names  of  the  parties  betwixt 
whom  the  said  issues  and  amerciaments  are  lost,  and  from 
whom  the  said  moneys  were  received  or  are  still  due.  And 
that  all  fines,  issues,  amerciaments,  forfeited  recognizances, 
sum  and  sums  of  money  to  be  paid  in  lieu  or  satisfaction  of 
them,  or  any  of  them,  and  all  other  forfeitures  whatsoever  aris- 
ing in  the  said  courts,  and  due  to  the  state,  from  and  after  the 
tenth  day  of  April  next  in  every  year,  to  the  twenty-fourth 
day  of  September  in  every  year,  shall  be  and  are  hereby  or- 
dained and  required  to  be  certified  and  estreated  in  and  into 
the  supreme  court  at  Philadelphia,  the  last  day  of  every  Sep- 
tember term  in  every  year;  and  from  the  beginning  of  every 
September  term  there  in  every  year  to  the  beginning  of  April 
term  there  in  every  year,  on  the  last  day  of  every  April  term 
in  every  year,  on  pain  that  very  officer  and  minister  aforesaid 
who  by  this  or  any  other  law  of  this  commonwealth  ought  to 
make  certificates  or  estreats  of  any  of  the  said  fines,  issues, 
amerciaments,  forfeitures  or  moneys,  making  default  of  offend- 
ing therein,  and  being  thereof  legally  convicted  on  indictment 
or  information  in  the  said  court,  shall  be  fined  at  the  discretion 
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of  the  said  court  for  the  use  of  the  state,  and  on  further  pain 
in  case  of  a  conviction  for  a  second  default  or  offense  of  a 
like  nature,  of  being  displaced  and  removed  from  office  by  the 
justices  of  the  said  supreme  court. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  clerk  of  the  city  court 
in  Philadelphia,  and  every  of  the  clerks  of  the  peace  within 
this  commonwealth,  shall  make  and  deliver,  yearly,  to  the 
sheriff  of  the  respective  city  or  county  where  the  sessions  of  the 
peace  is  or  shall  be  kept,  within  ten  days  after  the  first  day  of 
November  in  every  year,  a  true  and  perfect  estreat  or  schedule 
of  all  fines,  issues,  amerciaments,  forfeited  recognizances,  sum 
and  sums  of  money  and  other  forfeitures  whatsoever  which 
shall  happen  to  be  imposed,  set,  lost  or  forfeited  in  any  of  the 
said  sessions  of  the  peace,  respectively,  which  shall  be  held 
before  the  said  first  day  of  November,  by  or  upon  any  person 
or  persons  whatsoever;  and  shall  also  yearly  and  every  year, 
on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  April,  make  out  and  deliver  to 
the  prothonotary  of  the  supreme  court  a  true  and  perfect  dupli- 
cate certificate,  and  estreat  of  all  the  schedules  so  delivered  to 
the  said  respective  sheriffs,  that  so  they  or  their  opposals  in  the 
said  supreme  court  may  be  charged  with  the  money  levied  and 
received  by  them,  respectively,  upon  such  schedules  delivered 
as  aforesaid,  on  pain  that  every  person  and  persons  offending 
herein,  and  being  thereof  legally  convicted  in  manner  afore- 
said shall  be  fined  in  any  sum  at  the  discretion  of  the  said 
court  for  the  use  of  the  state;  and  on  further  pain,  in  case  of  a 
conviction  for  a  second  default  or  offense  of  the  like  nature, 
of  being  displaced  and  removed  from  office  by  the  justices  of  the 
said  supreme  court. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  justices  of  the  supreme 
court  may  and  shall  award  process  for  levying,  as  well  of 
such  fines,  forfeitures,  issues  and  amerciaments  as  shall  be  es- 
treated into  the  same,  as  of  all  the  fines,  forfeitures,  issues  and 
amerciaments  which  shall  be  lost,  taxed  and  set  there,  and  not 
paid  to  the  uses  they  shall  be  appropriated  to. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
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by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  clerks  and  prothonotaries 
of  the  said  courts,  clerks  of  the  peace  and  others  to  whom  it 
belongs  to  make  return  of  estreats  into  the  said  supreme  court, 
shall  deliver  in  all  and  every  such  estreat  and  estreats  upon 
their  oaths  or  affirmation  to  be  administered  by  one  or  more  of 
the  judges  of  the  same  court,  or  any  two  justices  of  the  peace 
to  the  effect  following,  That  is  to  say:  "You  shall  declare  that 
these  estreats  now  by  you  delivered  are  truly  and  carefully 
made  up  and  examined,  and  that  all  fines,  issues,  amerciaments, 
recognizances  and  forfeitures  which  were  set,  lost,  imposed 
or  forfeited  and  in  right  and  due  course  of  law  ought  to  be 
estreated  in  the  supreme  court  of  Pennsylvania,  are,  to  the  best 
of  your  knowledge  and  understanding,  herein  contained;  and 
that  in  the  same  estreats  are  also  contained  and  expressed 
all  such  fines  and  amerciaments  as  have  been  paid  into  the 
court  from  which  the  said  estreats  are  made,  without  any 
wilful  or  fraudulent  discharge,  omission,  misnomer  or  defect 
whatsoever." 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  justice,  officer  or  minister 
of  or  belonging  to  any  of  the  said  courts,  nor  any  prothonotary 
or  clerk  of  the  said  supreme  or  other  court,  clerk  of  the  peace, 
nor  any  officer  or  minister  under  them,  or  any  of  them,  nor  other 
person  or  persons  whatsoever,  do  or  shall  spare,  take  off,  dis- 
charge or  wittingly  or  willingly  conceal  any  indictment,  fine, 
issue,  amerciament,  forfeited  recognizance  or  other  forfeiture 
whatsoever,  exhibited,  set,  imposed,  lost  or  forfeited  in  any 
of  the  courts  above  mentioned,  or  before  any  of  the  judges, 
justices  or  commissioners  of  or  belonging  to  the  same;  or  any 
sum  or  sums  of  money  paid,  or  to  be  paid  to  any  officer  or  offi- 
cers, in  lieu  or  satisfaction  of  any  fine  or  forfeiture,  unless  it 
be  by  rule  or  order  of  court,  where  such  indictment,  fine,  issue, 
amerciament,  forfeited  recognizances  or  other  forfeiture  what- 
soever is  or  shall  be  exhibited,  set,  imposed,  lost  or  forfeited; 
nor  shall  any  of  the  justices,  officers  or  ministers  aforesaid,  or 
any  other  willingly  or  wittingly  mis-certify  or  estreat  in  or 
into  any  of  the  said  supreme  courts,  any  fine,  issue,  amercia- 
ment, forfeited  recognizance  or  other  forfeiture  whatsoever, 
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whereby  the  process  of  the  said  supreme  court  for  the  levying 
thereof  may  be  made  invalid  and  of  none  effect.  But  every 
such  justice,  officer  and  minister  and  all  and  every  other  person 
and  persons  offending  herein  shall,  for  every  such  offense, 
forfeit  and  pay  treble  the  value  of  such  fine,  issue,  amercia- 
ment, forfeited  recognizance,  sum  or  sums  of  money  or  other 
forfeiture  so  spared,  taken  off,  discharged,  concealed,  not  certi- 
fied or  estreated  or  miscertified  as  aforesaid,  the  one  moiety 
thereof  to  the  use  of  the  state,  and  the  other  moiety  to  such 
person  or  persons  as  will  sue  for  the  same,  to  be  recovered 
with  costs  in  any  court  of  record  within  this  commonwealth 
by  action  of  debt,  bill  or  information,  wherein  no  essoin,  pro- 
tection or  wager  of  law  or  more  than  one  imparlance  shall  be 
allowed. 

[Section  VI].  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  justices  of  the  supreme 
court,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  view  all  the  said  estreats  and 
cause  their  prothonotary  or  clerk  to  enroll  them  in  the  same 
court;  and  shall  hear  and  determine  all  complaints  brought 
before  them  concerning  immoderate  fines,  issues  or  amercia- 
ments estreated  as  aforesaid,  and  give  relief  to  the  party 
grieved,  according  to  justice  and  their  legal  discretion. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court 
may  and  shall  nominate  and  appoint  an  officer,  to  be  styled 
"The  Clerk  of  the  Estreats,"  whose  duty  shall  be  to  keep  a 
fair  and  true  account  of  all  fines,  issues,  amerciaments,  for- 
feited recognizances,  sum  and  sums  of  money  paid  i,n  lieu  and 
satisfaction  of  them,  and  all  other  forfeitures,  also  of  all  fees 
and  license  money  belonging  to  this  commonwealth  to  be  taken 
from  the  schedules  or  estreats  thereof,  delivered  by  the  respec- 
tive sheriffs  to  the  prothonotary  of  said  court  from  time  to  time 
or  otherwise;  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  the  same  annually  in 
each  county,  and  charge  the  same  to  the  proper  persons;  to 
put  the  aforesaid  recognizances  in  process  under  the  direction 
of  the  supreme  court,  and  to  do  and  perform  all  such  other 
matters  and  things  as  the  said  court  shall  think  necessary  for 
the  effectual  securing  the  fines  and  moneys  aforesaid  to  the 
use  of  the  commonwealth. 
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[Section  VIII. ]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  the  said 
fines,  sums  of  money  or  other  forfeitures  which  from  hence- 
forth shall  be  levied  or  received  for  the  use  of  the  state  ac- 
cording to  the  directions  and  intent  of  this  act  shall  be  paid 
by  the  sheriff  or  other  officer  or  minister  who  levied  or  received 
the  same  to  such  person  as  shall  by  the  general  assembly  from 
time  to  time  be  appointed  treasurer  of  this  commonwealth, 
who  shall  keep  a  fair  and  true  account  of  the  same  in  a  book 
to  be  by  him  provided  for  that  purpose,  and  shall,  from  time 
to  time  lay  an  account  thereof  before  the  said  general  as- 
sembly; and  the  said  treasurer  shall  receive  for  his  trouble  in 
receiving  and  paying  over  such  moneys  so  by  him  received, 
three  and  a  half  per  centum  and  the  said  clerk  of  the  estreats 
shall  receive  for  his  trouble  one  and  a  half  per  centum  on  all 
moneys  so  as  aforesaid  paid  into  the  treasury. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  X.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  secretary  of  the  supreme 
executive  council,  or  his  deputies,  for  delivering  out  licenses 
within  the  several  counties  of  this  state,  respectively,  shall 
keep  a  true  and  just  account  of  all  fees  and  license  money 
which  have  been  heretofore  payable  to  the  governor  or  his 
deputies  for  the  support  of  government,  and  by  the  constitu- 
tion of  this  commonwealth  are  directed  to  be  paid  into  the 
public  treasury,  expressing  the  time  when,  the  persons'  names 
to  whom  any  license  has  been  granted  and  where  they  inhabit; 
also  the  names  of  the  person  or  persons  from  whom  any  such 
fees  or  license  money  have  been  received,  the  time  when  re- 
ceived, and  for  what  service;  and  shall  certify  the  same  to  the 
justices  of  the  supreme  court  on  the  first  day  of  the  September 
term  at  Philadelphia  in  every  year,  and  shall  pay  the  same, 
or  cause  the  same  to  be  paid  [to  the  treasurer  of  this  common- 
wealth for  the  time  being]  within  ten  days  after,  on  pain  of 
forfeiting  and  paying  any  sum  that  the  said  court  in  their  dis- 
cretion may  think  just  and  proper,  the  one  moiety  thereof  to 
the  use  of  the  state  and  the  other  moiety  to  him  or  them  that 
will  sue  for  the  same,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  as  aforesaid. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
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by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  better  recovery  of  fines  and  forfeitures  due  to  the  governor 
and  government  of  this  province," *  passed  the  twenty-eighth 
day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  fifteen,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  and  made  null 
and  void. 

Passed  March  18,  1780.  See  the  note  to  the  Act  of  Assembly 
passed  May  28,  1715,  Chapter  206.  The  Act  in  the  text  was  re- 
pealed by  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  December  &,  1783,  Chapter 
1062.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  369,  &c. 


CHAPTER  CM. 


AN  ACT  DIRECTING  THE  APPORTIONING  AND  ASSESSING  OP  COUNTY 
RATES  AND  LEVIES;  POOR  RATES;  THE  TAXES  TO  BE  LAYED  POR 
THE  OPENING,  AMENDING  AND  REPAIRING  OP  ROADS  AND  HIGH- 
WAYS; THE  TAXES  TO  BE  LAYED  POR  SUPPORTING  THE  NIGHTLY 
WATCH,  THE  LAMPS  AND  PUMPS,  AND  FOR  PITCHING,  PAVING  AND 
CLEANSING  THE  STREETS,  LANES  AND  ALLEYS  AND  POR  REGULAT- 
ING, MAKING  AND  AMENDING  THE  WATERCOURSES  AND  COMMON 
SEWERS  IN  THE  CITY  OP  PHILADELPHIA,  CONFORMABLY  TO  THE 
STATE  TAXES  ON  TAXABLE  PERSONS,  AND  ON  ESTATES  REAL  AND 
PERSONAL;  FOR  EXPLAINING  AND  AMENDING  THE  ACTS  PASSED 
IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY- 
NINE,  FOR  ASSESSING  AND  LEVYING  THE  SAID  STATE  TAXES;  AND 
POR  INCREASING  THE  RECOMPENSE  OP  COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS 
AND  ASSESSORS. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  in  and  by  divers  acts  of  assembly, 
county  rates  and  levies,  poor  rates,  taxes  necessary  to  be  levied 
for  the  opening,  amending  and  repairing  of  roads  and  high- 
ways, and  the  taxes  for  supporting  the  nightly  watch,  lamps 
and  pumps,  and  for  pitching,  paving  and  cleansing  the  streets, 
lanes  and  alleys,  and  regulating,  making  and  amending  the 
water  courses  and  common  sewers,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
various  modes  of  assessment  are  directed  within  the  several 
counties,  townships  and  districts  and  within  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia respectively: 

i  Chapter  206. 
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(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  making  of  the  said  as- 
sessments as  is  directed  in  and  by  the  several  acts  of  assembly 
aforesaid,  hath  been  found  to  be  very  tedious  and  expensive, 
and  the  same  has  now  become  needless  in  most  of  the  counties 
of  this  state  by  the  present  manner  of  assessing  the  state 
taxes  upon  taxable  persons  and  estates  real  and  personal,  and 
it  would  save  much  time  and  trouble  if  the  county,  city,  town- 
ship and  district  rates  and  taxes  aforesaid  were  assessed  con- 
formably to  the  state  taxes: 

[Section  L]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act  all  county,  city,  township  and  district  taxes 
hereinbefore  numerated  thereafter  to  be  laid  and  assessed  on 
the  taxable  persons  and  estates,  real  and  personal,  within  any 
county,  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  or  any  township  or  district, 
shall  be  apportioned  and  assessed  according  to  the  last  state 
tax  laid  in  the  particular  county  and  not  otherwise. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  be  it 
further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  extend  to  any  state  tax  on  ready  money,  nor 
to  debar  apy  person  who  may  think  him  or  herself  aggrieved 
by  anything  done  by  virtue  of  this  act  of  any  appeal  to  which 
he  or  she  was  otherwise  entitled,  nor  to  alter  the  mode  of  col- 
lecting any  of  the  rates,  levies  or  taxes  aforesaid,  nor  to  alter 
the  mode  of  taxation  in  any  county  in  which  a  state  tax  has 
not  been  made  within  twelve  months  before  the  laying  of  such 
county,  city,  township  or  district  rate  or  tax. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  upon  appeal  concerning  any 
rate  or  tax  aforesaid  it  shall  appear  that  any  real  estate  hath 
been  transferred  from  the  person  or  persons  charged  for  the 
same  in  the  last  state  tax,  and  before  the  laying  of  such  county, 
city,  township  or  district  rate  or  tax,  so  appealed  against,  the 
commissioners  of  the  county,  justices  of  the  peace,  wardens  of 
the  watch  or  commissioners  for  paving  the  streets  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  transfer  to  the  name 
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of  the  purchaser  thereof,  and  charge  such  purchaser  in  the 
duplicate  with  the  rate  or  tax  assessed  upon  such  estate. 

(Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  will  not  be  reasonable 
that  county  assessors,  in  laying  the  county  tax,  and  the  as- 
sessors of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  laying  of  city  taxes  ac- 
cording to  the  direction  of  this  act  should  be  paid  as  hereto- 
fore: 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  assessors  shall,  in 
executing  this  act,  be  entitled  to  like  recompense  as  is  herein- 
after allowed  to  county  assessors  and  no  other. 

(Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  divers  owners  of  lands 
whereon  improvements  have  been  made,  and  on  tenements,  may 
not  reside  in  the  county  or  district  where  such  lands  or  tene- 
ments are  situate,  whereby  it  may  be  difficult  to  collect  the 
taxes  assessed  on  such  real  estate  in  pursuance  of  the  acts  of 
assembly  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  authorizing  the  laying  and  assessing  and  levying 
of  state  taxes:  * 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  V.]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  the  tenant  or  tenants,  or  other  person  re- 
siding on  or  occupying  such  real  estate,  his,  her  and  their  goods 
and  chattels,  as  well  as  the  lands,  goods  and  chattels  of  the 
owner  or  owners  thereof  shall  be  liable  to  be  distrained  for 
to  satisfy  the  said  taxes,  or  any  of  them;  and  in  case  the  tenant 
or  tenants  or  other  person  or  persons  residing  on  or  occupying 
such  real  estate  hath  or  have  paid  or  shall  pay  any  tax  laid 
thereon  by  virtue  of  any  of  the  said  acts,  or  hath  or  have  been 
or  shall  be  distrained  to  satisfy  such  tax,  such  tenant  or  ten- 
ants may  retain  the  same  out  of  the  rent  by  him,  or  her  or 
them  payable  for  such  real  estate,  to  the  landlord;  or  the  said 
tenant  or  tenants  or  other  occupier  or  occupiers  of  such  estate 
shall  recover  the  same  with  costs  of  suit  of  the  owner  of  such 
estate,  by  action  of  debt,  if  under  fifty  pounds,  in  a  summary 
way,  in  like  manner  as  small  debts  are  recoverable;  but  if  the 
same  exceed  fifty  pounds  in  any  court  of  common  pleas. 

(Section  X,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  nothing  in  this  act 
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shall  in  any  manner  alter  any  contract  heretofore  made  be- 
tween any  landlord  and  tenant  concerning  the  payment  of 
taxes;  nor  to  repeal  or  alter  the  directions  of  the  act  of  as- 
sembly, entitled  "An  act  for  raising  the  additional  sum  of 
five  millions  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,"1  passed  on  the 
tenth  day  of  October  last,  obliging  tenants  holding  under  a 
lease  whereby  the  rent  had  been  reserved  in  current  money  to 
pay  over  and  above  the  said  rent  all  taxes  on  his  holding. 

(Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  recompense  at  present 
allowed  to  county  commissioners  and  assessors  is  found  to  be 
unequal  to  their  expense  and  labor: 

Wherefore: 

[Section  V.]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  henceforth  the  recompense  of  the  said 
commissioners  and  assessors  shall  be  ten  shillings  per  diem, 
of  money  at  ten  shillings  for  a  bushel  of  wheat,  and  shall  be 
estimated  and  satisfied  in  like  manner  as  the  recompense  and 
fees  of  county  commissioners  and  assessors  were  estimated  and 
satisfied  before  the  passing  of  this  act. 

Passed  March  18,  1870.  See  the  notes  to  the  Acts  of  Assem- 
bly passed  March  20, 1724-25,  Chapter  284;  September  15, 1756,  Chap- 
ter 411;  February  18,  1769,  Chapter  594;  the  two  Acts  of  Assembly 
passed  March  9,  1771,  Chapters  635,  636;  March  21,  1772,  Chapter 
653.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  372,  &c. 


CHAPTER  CML 


AN  ACT  TO  ENABLE  WILLIAM  CUNGAN,  THOMAS  BULL,  JOHN  KIN- 
KEAD,  ROGER  KIRK,  JOHN  SELLERS,  JOHN  WILSON  AND  JOSEPH 
DAVIS  TO  BUILD  A  NEW  COURT  HOUSE  AND  PRISON  IN  THE  COUNTY 
OP  CHESTER,  AND  SELL  THE  OLD  COURT  HOUSE  AND  PRISON  IN 
THE  BOROUGH  OF  CHESTER. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  it  has  been  represented  to  this 
house  that  the  holding  of  courts  of  general  quarter  sessions 
of  the  peace,  common  pleas,  nisi  prius,  oyer  and  terminer  and 


i  Chapter  866. 
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general  gaol  delivery  for  the  county  of  Chester,  in  the  borough 
of  Chester,  is  very  inconvenient  and  burdensome  to  a  great  part 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  county,  as  the  situation  of  said 
borough  is  at  an  extreme  cdrner  of  said  county;  and  that  it 
would  be  very  commodious  and  much  for  the  advantage  of 
the  inhabitants  in  general  if  the  several  courts  were  held  at  a 
more  central  part  of  the  said  county: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Asembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  to  and  for  the  said  William  Clingan,  Thomas  Bull,  John 
Kinkead,  Roger  Kirk,  John  Sellers,  John  Wilson  and  Joseph 
Davis,  or  any  four  or  more  of  them,  to  purchase  and  take  as- 
surance to  them  and  their  heirs  of  a  piece  of  land  situate  in  some 
convenient  place  of  the  said  county  in  trust  and  for  the  use  of 
the  said  county  and  thereon  to  build  and  erect  [or  cause  to  be 
built  and  erected]  a  court  house  and  prison,  sufficient  to  ac- 
commodate the  public  service  of  the  said  county,  and  for  the 
ease  and  convenience  of  the  said  inhabitants. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  when  the  said  court  house  and  prison 
shall  be  erected  as  aforesaid,  that  from  thenceforth  the  sev- 
eral courts  of  general  quarter  sessions,  common  pleas,  nisi  prius, 
oyer  and  terminer  and  general  gaol  delivery  for  the  said  county 
shall  be  holden  and  kept  at  the  said  court  house,  when  the 
same  is  built  and  erected  in  the  place  so  to  be  provided  as 
aforesaid. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  that 
the  said  William  Clingan,  Thomas  Bull,  John  Kinkead,  Roger 
Kirk,  John  Sellers,  John  Wilson  and  Joseph  Davis,  or  any  four 
or  more  of  them,  shall  have  full  power  to  expose  to  sale  by 
public  vendue  to  the  highest  bidder,  the  old  court  house,  prison 
and  work  house,  with  all  and  singular  the  appurtenances  and 
hereditaments  thereunto  belonging,  situate  in  the  borough  of 
Chester  aforesaid,  and  to  give  assurances  to  the  heirs  and  as- 
signs of  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  forever;  and  the  moneys 
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therefrom  arising  shall  be  appropriated  towards  paying  for  the 
lands  to  be  purchased  and  the  new  court  house  and  prison  to 
be  built  in  the  said  place  so  as  aforesaid  to  be  provided. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  for  the  defraying  the  re- 
mainder of  the  expenses  and  charge  of  purchasing  the  land, 
building  and  erecting  the  said  court  house  and  prison,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  commissioners  and  assessors  of  said 
county,  or  a  majority  of  them,  to  assess  and  levy  so  muc> 
money  as  the  said  trustees,  or  any  four  of  them,  shall  judge 
necessary  for  paying  the  remainder  aforesaid,  of  purchasing 
the  land  and  finishing  the  said  court  house  and  prison,  and 
they  are  hereby  required  so  to  do. 

Passed  March  20,  1780.  See  the  Acts  ol  Assembly  passed  March 
22,  1784,  Chapter  1081;  March  30,  1785,  Chapter  1152;  March  18, 
1786,  Chapter  1215;  September  25,  1786,  Chapter  1247;  September  26, 
1789,  Chapter  1443;  March  12,  1800,  Chapter  2125.  Recorded  L.  B. 
No.  1,  p.  873,  &c. 


CHAPTER  CMIL 


AN  ACT  FOR  THE  REGULATION  OP  THE  MILITIA  OP  THE  COMMON- 
WEALTH OP  PENNSYLVANIA. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  a  militia  law  founded  upon  just 
and  equitable  principles  hath  been  ever  regarded  as  the  best 
security  of  liberty,  and  the  most  effectual  means  of  drawing 
forth  and  exerting  the  natural  strength  of  a  state: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  a  well  regulated  militia  is 
the  only  safe  and  constitutional  method  of  defending  a  free 
state,  as  the  necessity  of  keeping  up  a  standing  army,  especi- 
ally in  times  of  peace,  is  thereby  superceded: 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  militia  law  of  this  com- 
monwealth enacted  by  the  general  assembly  the  seventeenth 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven, 
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from  a  change  of  circumstances  and  other  causes,  hath  become 
insufficient  to  answer  the  purposes  aforesaid,  which  renders  it 
highly  necessary  that  a  new  law  should  be  enacted: 

Therefore: 

[Section  L]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  president  in  council  or,  in  his 
absence,  the  vice-president  in  council,  of  this  commonwealth 
shall  appoint  and  commissionate  one  reputable  freeholder  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  one  in  each  county  within  this 
state  to  serve  as  lieutenants  of  the  militia  for  the  said  city 
and  counties  respectively;  and,  also,  any  number  of  persons  not 
exceeding  two  for  the  said  city,  and  in  the  several  counties 
any  number  not  exceeding  the  number  of  battalions  now  or 
to  be  hereafter  formed,  to  serve  as  sub-lieutenants  in  the  said 
city  and  counties  respectively,  who,  besides  the  powers  which 
are  given  him  and  them  by  this  act,  shall  have  the  title  and 
rank  which  the  president  in  council  or,  in  his  absence,  the  vice- 
president  in  council  shall  confer,  which  said  lieutenant  or,  in  his 
absence  or  incapacity,  two  or  more  sub-lieutenants  shall  have 
full  power  and  authority  to  do  and  perform  all  and  singular  the 
duties  required  of  the  said  lieutenants  by  this  act. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  the  lieutenants  and  sub-lieuten- 
ants, before  they  enter  upon  the  execution  of  their  offices, 
respectively,  shall  give  bond  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county  in 
which  they  severally  reside,  in  the  name  of  the  president  or 
commander-in-chief  of  the  state,  with  one  sufficient  surety  in 
the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  pounds,  conditioned  for  the  faith- 
ful accounting  for  and  paying  all  the  moneys  which  shall  come 
to  their  hands  by  virtue  of  this  act  when  thereunto  lawfully  re- 
quired. And  that  the  public  bonds  given  or  to  be  given  by  the 
treasurer  of  the  state  or  county  treasurers  for  the  due  discharge 
of  their  respective  offices  shall  be  deemed  to  extend  to  the 
faithful  performance  of  the  trust  hereby  committed  to  them 
respectively. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
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by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  lieutenant  or  sub- 
lieutenants (once  in  every  year)  shall  issue  his  or  their  war- 
rants to  the  captain  or  commanding  officer  for  the  time  being 
of  each  company  of  the  several  battalions  in  the  said  city  and 
counties  respectively,  or  to  some  other  suitable  person,  com- 
manding him,  in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth,  to  deliver 
to  him  or  them,  the  said  lieutenant  or  sub-lieutenants,  within 
ten  days  from  and  after  the  date  of  the  said  warrants  (unless 
the  lieutenant  or  sub-lieutenants  shall  judge  a  longer  time  to 
be  necessary,  which  he  or  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  grant) 
on  oath  or  affirmation,  which  any  of  them  is  hereby  empowered 
to  administer,  a  true  and  exact  list  of  the  names  and  surnames 
of  each  and  every  male  white  person  inhabiting  or  residing 
within  his  township,  borough,  ward  or  district,  between  the 
ages  of  eighteen  and  fifty-three  (delegates  in  Congress,  mem- 
bers of  the  supreme  executive  council,  members  of  the  general 
assembly,  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  attorney-general  for 
the  state,  the  judges  of  the  admiralty,  treasurer  of  the  state, 
sheriffs,  gaolers  and  keepers  of  workhouses,  ministers  of  the 
gospel  of  every  denomination,  professors  and  teachers  in  the 
university,  postmasters  and  postriders  belonging  to  the  general 
post-office,  menial  servants  of  ambassadors  or  ministers  and 
consuls  from  foreign  courts  and  of  delegates  in  Congress  from 
other  states  registered  with  the  secretary  of  the  supreme  execu- 
tive council  of  this  state  and  servants  purchased  bona  fide  and 
for  a  valuable  consideration  only  excepted). 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  lieutenant  and  sub-lieu- 
tenants aforesaid  shall,  within  five  days  after  they  shall  receive 
the  lists  aforesaid,  if  they  see  cause,  alter  the  present  divisions 
of  the  city  and  counties  respectively  and  divide  them  into  new 
districts,  each  district  to  contain  not  less  than  four  hundred 
and  forty  nor  more  than  one  thousand,  officers  and  privates  in- 
cluded, at  the  discretion  of  the  said  lieutenants  and  sub-lieu- 
tenants, and  then  sub-divide  the  said  districts  into  eight  parts 
as  nearly  equal  as  may  be,  paying  due  regard  in  each  division 
to  the  convenience  of  the  inhabitants:    Provided  always,  That 
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two-thirds  of  the  lieutenants  met  for  the  above  purpose  agree 
to  such  division,  and  that  each  person  be  annexed  to  the  nu- 
merical class  to  which  he  formerly  belonged. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  militia  of  the  Northern 
Liberties  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  district  of  Southwark 
and  the  township  of  Moyamensing  and  Passyunk  be  and  they 
hereby  are  united  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  to  act  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  militia  of  the  said  city,  and  distinct  from  the  rest 
of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  that  they  draw  lots  for  rank  in 
battalion  and  be  joined  in  brigade  and  act  in  every  other  matter 
that  respects  the  militia  law  as  if  they  were  inhabitants  of  the 
said  city,  and  to  be  under  the  direction  of  the  lieutenant  and 
sub-lieutenants  of  the  city. 

[Section  VI. ]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  lieutenant  and  sub-lieu- 
tenants of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  districts  annexed,  shall, 
out  of  the  several  battalions  of  the  said  city  and  districts  an- 
nexed, take  such  a  number  as  will  compose  eight  companies 
to  form  one  battalion  of  artillery,  to  be  officered  and  arrayed 
as  follows,  that  is  to  say,  one  lieutenant-colonel,  one  major, 
eight  captains,  eight  captain  lieutenants,  eight  first  lieuten- 
ants, sixteen  second  lieutenants,  the  senior  to  bear  the  stand- 
ard and  the  junior  to  do  the  duty  of  conductor;  paymaster, 
adjutant  and  quartermaster  to  be  taken  from  the  line;  one 
surgeon,  one  sergeant  major,  fife  major,  drum  major,  eight 
clerks,  thirty-two  sergeants,  forty-eight  bombadiers,  forty- 
eight  gunners,  eight  drummers,  eight  fifers  and  four  hundred 
matrosses,  and  both  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  said  bat- 
talion shall  be  subject  to  the  same  fines  and  penalties  for  any 
omission  of  duty  as  the  infantry:  Provided,  nevertheless,  That 
the  persons  composing  the  artillery  heretofore  formed  may  be 
permitted  to  continue  as  a  part  of  the  said  battalion  of  artil- 
lery and  the  officers  shall  be  elected  in  the  same  manner  as  is 
directed  by  this  act  for  the  election  of  officers  of  the  infantry. 

[Section  VII. ]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  several  captains  of  the 
artillery  battalion  shall  determine  their  rank  by  lot,  and  be 
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numbered  from  one  to  eight  in  numerical  order,  and  be  subject 
to  be  drawn  forth  into  actual  service  in  rotation  by  companies, 
according  to  their  number  in  rank,  number  one  in  rank  with 
the  first  class  of  the  militia  and  so  on,  until  all  shall  take  their 
tour,  or  otherwise  as  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  militia  shall 
direct. 

(Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  it  is  expedient  to  embody 
such  a  number  of  light  horse  as  will  be  useful  when  the  militia 
is  called  into  actual  service: 

Therefore: 

[Section  VIII,]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  each  of  the  lieutenants  of  the 
several  counties  of  this  state  may  form  a  corps  of  light  horse 
not  to  exceed  six  privates  for  each  battalion  of  infantry  in  each 
county,  to  be  taken  distributively  out  of  each,  in  case  volunteers 
offer;  otherwise,  at  large  throughout  the  county.  And  the  light 
horse  shall  be  officered  as  light  horse  usually  are,  and  shall 
be  subject  to  appear  upon  muster  days,  and  shall  turn  out 
in  classes  as  other  militia;  and  in  case  any  person  who  shall 
be  admitted  into  the  said  light  horse  shall  fail  of  providing 
himself  with  a  suitable  horse,  weapons  and  furniture,  such 
person  shall  be  liable  to  be  called  out  and  serve  in  the  foot 
militia. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  troop  of  light  horse  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  shall  be  limited  to  the  number  of  fifty, 
exclusive  of  officers,  the  vacancies  thereof  to  be  filled  in  the 
manner  heretofore  practiced;  and  the  said  troops  shall  be  liable 
to  appear  on  muster  days,  and  to  be  called  out  into  service  as 
other  militia,  and  the  light  horse  of  this  state,  when  in  actual 
service,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  regulations  as 
the  foot  militia  and  to  like  fines  and  penalties  for  neglect  of 
meeting  on  muster  days  or  turning  out  on  their  tour  when 
thereunto  called,  such  fines  and  penalties  to  be  appropriated 
as  the  fines  and  penalties  for  like  offenses  in  other  cases. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  light  horseman  shall 
be  elected  or  appointed  a  commissioned  officer  in  any  battalion 
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of  infantry  of  his  proper  city  or  county,  and  on  notice  given 
him  in  writing  by  the  lieutenant  shall  accept  thereof,  his  place 
in  the  said  light  horse  shall  be  vacated  and  any  light  horseman 
who  shall  be  absent  more  than  four  months  from  his  city  or 
county  shall  vacate  his  place  in  the  troop  to  which  he  belonged. 

[Section  XL]  (Section  XV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  lieutenant  or  sub-lieuten- 
ant shall  appraise  the  horse  of  each  person  serving  as  a  light 
horseman,  immediately  before  every  time  of  going  into  actual 
service,  and  enter  the  same  in  a  book,  and  in  case  such  horse 
shall  be  killed  or  die  in  actual  service  or  be  taken  by  the 
enemy,  otherwise  than  by  neglect  he  shall  be  paid  the  value  of 
such  appraisement  by  an  order  to  be  drawn  by  the  lieutenant 
or  any  two  sub-lieutenants  on  the  militia  fund  in  the  hands 
of  the  treasurer  for  that  purpose. 

[Section  XIL]  (Section  XVI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  lieutenants 
shall  give  public  notice  by  advertisements  at  ten  or  more  of 
the  most  public  places  in  the  said  districts  respectively,  of  the 
said  divisions  being  made,  and  appointing  a  certain  day  for 
each  district,  not  less  that  [sic]  [than]  ten  days  after  the  said 
notice,  and  requiring  the  male  white  inhabitants  between  the 
ages  aforesaid  residing  in  the  said  divisions  respectively  to 
meet  at  a  certain  place  as  near  the  centre  of  the  said  division 
as  may  be,  and  then  and  there,  between  the  hours  of  ten  in 
the  morning  and  six  in  the  afternoon  of  the  said  day,  to  elect, 
by  ballot,  two  field  officers,  That  is  to  say,  one  lieutenant, 
colonel  and  one  major,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  sub- 
divisions respectively  shall  elect  by  ballot,  as  aforesaid,  on 
the  same  or  some  other  day  as  soon  as  convenient,  one  captain, 
one  lieutenant  and  one  ensign,  previous  to  which  said  election 
the  said  inhabitants  shall  elect  two  freeholders  to  preside  as 
judges  thereof,  and  all  and  each  of  these  officers  respectively 
shall  be  such  persons  as  have  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  and 
abjuration  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  this  state;  and  each  cap- 
tain shall  appoint  a  suitable  person  for  clerk  in  his  company; 
and  the  said  lieutenant  or  sub-lieutenant  shall  attend  and 
superintend  each  and  every  of  the  said  battalion  elections,  and 
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shall  cause  the  lieutenant-colonels  so  elected  in  the  city  and 
counties  respectively  to  meet  together  as  soon  as  may  be,  and 
cast  lots  for  rank  of  the  battalions  and  the  rank  of  the  officers 
in  each  battalion  shall  be  determined  by  the  lot  drawn  by  their 
respective  lieutenant-colonels,  and  the  captains  so  elected  in 
the  sub-divisions  shall  meet  and  cast  lots  for  their  rank  in 
the  battalion  to  which  they  belong,  and  the  rank  of  the  sub- 
altern officers  in  each  company  shall  be  determined  by  the  lot 
drawn  by  their  respective  captains.  And  the  said  lieutenants 
shall,  within  ten  days,  or  as  soon  as  may  be,  having  regard  to 
their  local  situation,  transmit  proper  certificates  to  the  presi- 
dent of  the  supreme  executive  council  of  the  names  of  the 
."  persons  so  as  aforesaid  elected,  and  their  rank,  both  of  battalion 
and  companies  in  the  several  battalions,  in  order  that  com- 
missions may  be  forthwith  granted  to  them  agreeable  to  the 
said  certificates,  and  elections  for  officers  in  the  light  horse 
shall  be  made  in  like  manner  as  elections  for  officers  in  the  in- 
fantry. 

[Section  XIII. ]  (Section  XVII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  battalion,  troop 
or  company  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  elect  their  officers  as 
aforesaid,  then,  in  such  case,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  lieutenant,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  two  or  more 
of  the  sub-lieutenants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  of  such 
county  where  such  neglect  or  refusal  shall  be,  to  nominate  one 
reputable  person  to  the  supreme  executive  council  in  the  room 
of  each  officer  so  neglected  to  be  chosen,  and  the  said  council, 
approving  thereof,  shall  commission  the  said  person,  which 
shall  be  as  effectual  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  if  the  said 
officers  had  been  elected  as  before  directed,  and  the  said  lieu- 
tenant shall,  as  soon  as  may  be,  acquaint  the  parties  so  neg- 
lecting or  refusing  with  the  appointments  so  as  aforesaid  made. 
And  the  said  several  and  respective  officers  elected  or  appointed 
as  aforesaid  shall  serve  respectively  as  officers  of  the  militia 
for  the  space  of  three  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the  lieu- 
tenant of  the  city  and  counties  respectively,  in  the  manner 
hereinbefore  directed,  shall  cause  a  new  election  to  be  held  in 
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the  said  city  and  counties  respectively,  but  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  to  render  any  of  the  former  officers 
incapable  of  being  re-elected. 

[Section  XIV.]  (Section  XVIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  commissioned  offi- 
cers of  each  company  shall  appoint  three  sergeants,  three  cor- 
porals, one  drummer  and  fifer  for  their  respective  companies, 
and  all  persons  who  have  heretofore  been  officers  in  the  militia 
under  the  late  law,  if  not  re-elected,  shall  deliver  up  their 
arms,  accoutrements,  drums,  fifes  and  colors  if  paid  for  by  the 
public,  to  the  lieutenant  or  sub-lieutenant  of  the  city  or  county 
aforesaid;  and  the  lieutenant  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and 
the  lieutenant  of  the  counties  respectively  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  purchase  such  drums,  fifes  and  colors  as  may  be  after- 
wards wanted  to  supply  the  companies  in  the  city  and  counties 
respectively. 

[Section  XV.]  (Section  XIX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  field  officers  of  each 
battalion  in  this  state  shall  constitute  and  appoint,  in  their 
respective  battalion,  one  chaplain,  one  quartermaster,  one  sur- 
geon, one  adjutant,  one  quartermaster  sergeant,  one  sergeant 
major,  one  drum  and  fife  major;  and  the  lieutenants  and 
sub-lieutenants  of  the  city  and  counties  respectively  shall,  at 
their  discretion,  furnish  and  procure  proper  carriages  for  the 
battalion  or  drafts  of  the  militia  when  it  shall  be  necessary. 

[Section  XVI.]  (Section  XX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  lieutenant  or  sub- 
lieutenants of  the  city  and  counties  respectively  shall  pay  such 
wages  as  shall  be  necessary  to  one  adjutant,  one  quartermaster 
sergeant  and  one  drummer  and  fifer  for  every  day  that  the  ser- 
vice may  require  them,  out  of  the  moneys  arising  from  fines, 
on  the  said  adjutant,  quartermaster  sergeant,  drummer  and 
fifer  producing  a  certificate  of  the  service  so  performed  from 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  said  battalion  or  company. 

(Section  XXI,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  sums  allowed  by  the 
late  militia  law  for  a  drummer  and  fifer  have  been  insufficient 
and  many  officers  have  been  obliged  to  pay  considerably  more: 

[Section  XVII.]  (Section  XXII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  en- 
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acted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  lieutenants  shall  and 
hereby  are  required  to  pay  unto  such  captains  or  commanding 
officers  of  companies  such  reasonable  sums  as  they  have  ex- 
pended for  drummers  and  lifers  on  their  producing  an  account 
of  such  costs  properly  certified. 

[Section  XVIII.]  (Section  XXIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  commissioned 
officers  of  each  company  of  militia  shall  nominate  and  appoint 
one  discreet  person  who  shall  be  called  the  almoner,  residing 
in  the  district  or  sub-division  out  of  which  their  company  is 
formed,  provided  such  almoner  is  above  the  age  of  fifty-three 
years,  to  take  proper  care  of  the  families  of  such  poor  militia- 
men, within  their  respective  districts,  as  are  in  actual  service 
in  their  own  turn  and  to  grant  them  such  support  as  their  ne- 
cessities may  require,  provided  such  support  do  not  exceed 
half  the  price  of  daily  labor  as  the  same  shall  be  ascertained 
as  hereinafter  is  directed,  and  the  said  officers  of  the  company, 
or  any  two  of  them,  shall  make  out  a  certificate  of  their  nomina- 
tion and  appointment,  directed  to  the  lieutenant  of  the  city  or 
lieutenant  or  sub-lieutenants  of  the  county  to  which  the  com- 
pany belongeth;  which  certificates  shall  enable  the  said 
almoner  thereby  appointed  to  draw  from  time  to  time  on  the 
said  lieutenant  or  sub-lieutenant  for  such  sum  or  sums  of  money 
as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  he  shall 
render  an  account  of  the  moneys  by  him  drawn  to  the  said 
lieutenants. 

[Section  XIX.]  (Section  XXIV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  sub-lieutenant 
of  the  said  city  and  several  counties  shall,  once  in  every  three 
months,  render  an  account  to  his  proper  lieutenant  of  all 
moneys  received  by  him  and  of  his  expenditures  by  virtue  of 
this  act,  and  settle  and  pay  to  him  the  balance  of  the  same, 
and  the  lieutenant  of  the  said  city  and  each  county  respec- 
tively shall  make  out  complete  accounts  of  all  the  moneys 
received  by  him  and  of  his  expenditures  and  return  the  same 
to  the  supreme  executive  council  once  in  every  six  months, 
and  each  lieutenant  and  sub-lieutenant  is  hereby  empowered 
to  employ  one  clerk  the  better  to  complete  the  same,  and  on 
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failure  of  accounting  as  aforesaid  each  lieutenant  and  sub-lieu- 
tenant shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such  neglect  the  sum 
of  ten  thousand  pounds,  to  be  applied  as  other  fines  are  directed 
to  be  applied  by  this  act. 

[Section  XX.]  (Section  XXV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  precedence  of  the 
officers  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  of  the  several  counties 
in  this  commonwealth  shall  be  determined  as  follows,  That  is 
to  say,  when  the  commissions  are  of  equal  rank  and  date  the 
officers  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  districts  annexed  shall 
take  rank  or  precedence  of  all  other  officers  of  equal  rank  in 
this  state  and  next  to  them  the  officers  of  the  county  of  Phila- 
delphia and  so  on,  according  to  the  seniority  of  the  counties  re- 
spectively. 

[Section  XXI.]  (Section  XXVI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  whole  of  the  militia 
so  enrolled  as  aforesaid  shall  be  subject  to  be  exercised  in 
companies  under  their  respective  officers  as  followeth,  That  is 
to  say,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  districts  annexed  in 
companies  on  the  two  last  Mondays  in  the  month  of  April  and 
in  battalion  on  the  two  first  Mondays  in  the  month  of  May; 
and  the  first  battalion  shall  muster  in  battalion  on  the  third 
Monday  in  May,  the  second  battalion  on  the  Tuesday  following, 
the  third  battalion  on  the  Wednesday,  and  so  on  till  the  whole 
number  of  battalions  shall  have  mustered  according  to  their 
numerical  rank  on  any  or  every  day  of  the  week  (Saturday  and 
Sunday  excepted)  until  the  whole  number  of  battalions  shall 
have  mustered  in  the  aforesaid  manner;  and  on  the  day  fol- 
lowing, should  it  not  happen  to  be  Saturday  or  Sunday,  the 
whole  number  of  battalions  belonging  to  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia and  districts  annexed  shall  meet  in  brigade  and  the  militia 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  districts  annexed  shall  meet  to 
exercise  in  companies  the  two  last  Mondays  in  the  month  of 
August  and  in  battalion  on  the  two  first  Mondays  in  the  month 
of  September,  and  the  first  battalion  on  the  second  Monday 
in  the  month  of  October,  the  second  battalion  on  the  Tuesday 
following,  and  the  third  battalion  on  the  Wednesday  and  so 
on  until  the  whole  number  of  battalions  according  to  their 
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rank  have  mustered,  except  as  before  excepted.  And  then,  on 
the  day  following  (with  the  foregoing  exceptions)  the  whole 
battalions  shall  meet  in  brigade.  And  in  each  and  every 
county  in  the  following  manner,  That  is  to  say,  in  companies 
the  two  last  Mondays  in  the  month  of  April,  and  the  two  first 
Mondays  in  the  month  of  May,  and  shall  begin  their  muster- 
ing in  battalion  in  the  following  manner  to  wit,  the  first  bat- 
talion shall  meet  in  battalion  on  the  third  Monday  of  the  said 
month,  the  second  battalion  on  the  Tuesday  following,  the  third 
battalion  on  the  Wednesday,  and  so  on  according  to  the  rank 
of  battalions  in  the  aforesaid  manner  mustering  each  day 
in  the  week  (Saturday  and  Sunday  excepted)  and  until 
the  whole  number  of  battalions  belonging  to  each  county  shall 
have  mustered  in  this  manner;  and  in  companies  the  two  first 
Mondays  in  the  month  of  October,  and  the  two  first  Mondays 
in  the  month  of  November;  and  the  first  battalion  in  battalion 
on  the  third  Monday  in  the  month  of  November,  the  second 
battalion  on  the  Tuesday  following,  the  third  battalion  on  the 
Wednesday  and  in  this  manner  until  the  whole  number  of  bat- 
talions belonging  to  each  county  according  to  their  ranks  sev- 
erally shall  have  mustered  on  any  day  it  may  happen  (except 
on  a  Saturday  or  Sunday  as  before  excepted).  And  on  each 
of  the  said  days  every  militiaman  so  enrolled  shall  duly  attend 
with  his  arms  and  accoutrements  in  good  order;  and  a  sergeant, 
or  the  clerk  of  each  company,  shall,  at  the  end  of  one  hour  after 
the  time  appointed  for  the  meeting  of  the  company  or  battalion, 
call  over  the  muster  roll  of  the  company,  noting  those  who 
are  absent  and  on  that  day  shall  make  return  in  writing  to  the 
captain  or  commanding  officer  then  present  of  such  absentees, 
and  all  persons  so  absent  at  the  time  of  calling  over  the  roll 
or  who  shall  depart  from  the  parade  before  duly  discharged 
shall  be  liable  to  the  fines  hereafter  mentioned. 

[Section  XXII.]  (Section  XXVII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  commissioned 
officer  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  attend  on  any  of  the  days  ap- 
pointed for  exercise  in  companies  as  aforesaid  (unless  pre- 
vented by  sickness  or  some  other  unavoidable  accident)  such 
commissioned  officer  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  price  of  three 
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days'  labor;  and  any  non-commissioned  officer  or  private  and 
all  enrolled  persons  so  refusing  or  neglecting  (except  as  before 
excepted)  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  price  of  one  and  a  half  days' 
labor,  and  on  a  brigade  or  battalion  day  a  field  officer  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  the  price  of  six  days'  labor,  and  a  commissioned 
officer  under  that  rank  the  price  of  four  days'  labor,  and  a 
non-commissioned  officer  or  private  and  all  enrolled  persons 
refusing  to  meet  and  exercise  the  price  of  two  days'  labor  (ex- 
cepting as  before  excepted),  the  said  prices  to  be  ascertained 
as  hereafter  directed.  The  names  and  surnames  of  all  which 
person  so  incurring  the  said  fines  and  penalties  (except  such 
as  may  have  paid  the  same  into  the  hands  of  the  captain  or 
commanding  officer  of  the  company)  shall  be  duly  returned  by 
the  captain  or  commanding  officer  of  each  company  under  his 
hand,  together  with  such  fines  as  he  has  received  to  the  lieuten- 
ant-colonels or  commanding  officers  of  the  battalions  reap' 
tively  on  each  field  day,  which  said  lieutenant-colonel  or  com- 
manding officer  of  battalion  shall,  on  receipt  of  such  fines  and 
returns,  forthwith  transmit  the  same  to  the  lieutenant  or  one 
of  the  sub-lieutenants  of  the  county;  and  also  a  duplicate 
thereof  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county,  and  the  said  lieutenant 
or  sub-lieutenant  shall  immediately  after  the  said  returns  are 
respectively  made  to  him  cause  the  same  to  be  recovered  by 
issuing  his  warrant  to  the  sheriff,  constable  or  other  fit  person 
that  he  can  procure  to  levy  the  aforesaid  fines  by  distress  and 
sale  of  the  offender's  goods  and  chattels,  together  with  five 
per  centum  for  collecting  where  no  distress  is  necessary  to  be 
made,  and  seven  and  a  half  per  centum  in  case  of  distress  and 
sale,  in  full  for  his  trouble  for  levying,  selling  and  collecting 
(unless  the  offender  show  cause  of  absence  by  sickness  or 
otherwise,  and  can  produce  a  certificate  from  the  captain  or 
commanding  officer  of  the  company,  who  may  give  such  cer- 
tificate if  he  verily  believes  the  offender  ought  to  be  excused 
from  paying  the.  said  fines),  but  if  no  such  goods  and  chattels 
can  be  found,  then  to  seize  and  take  the  body  of  such  offender, 
and  commit  him  to  the  common  gaol  or  some  other  place  of 
close  confinement  for  the  space  of  ten  days  for  each  fine,  unless 
he  sooner  pay  the  same.     And  the  lieutenant  shall  twice  in 
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each  year  transmit  the  said  fines,  when  collected,  into  the 
hands  of  the  county  treasurer,  who  shall  pay  the  same  into  the 
hands  of  the  state  treasurer,  to  be  kept  as  a  fund,  subject  to 
such  drafts  as  may  be  made  upon  him  from  time  to  time  by  the 
lieutenant  or  at  least  two  sub-lieutenants  for  the  use  of  the 
militia  of  that  county.  But  if  the  funds  of  any  county,  by  the 
generality  of  their  turning  out,  should  be  insufficient  to  answer 
the  drafts  for  the  support  of  persons  serving  or  suffering  in  the 
militia,  in  that  case  the  executive  council  shall  be  empowered 
to  draw  on  the  funds  of  such  other  counties  whose  surplus  may 
be  most  enabled  to  bear  it 

[Section  XXIIL]  (Section  XXVIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  treasurer  of  each 
county  and  the  state  treasurer  shall  keep  all  the  moneys  arising 
from  fines  by  the  militia  law  separate  from  all  other  moneys, 
and  keep  separate  books  to  enter  the  same  for  the  purposes  here- 
inafter mentioned. 

[Section  XXIV.]  (Section  XXIX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  whenever  it  may  be 
necessary  to  call  into  actual  service  any  part  of  the  militia, 
in  case  of  a  rebellion  or  invasion  of  this  or  any  of  the  adjoining 
states,  then  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  president  or  vice- 
president  in  council  to  order  into  actual  service  such  part  of  the 
militia,  by  classes,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  or  any  of  the 
county  or  counties  as  the  exigency  may  require:  Provided, 
That  the  part  so  called  doth  not  exceed  four  classes  of  the 
militia  of  the  county  or  counties  so  called  out:  And  provided 
also,  That  such  counties  shall  not  be  again  called  upon  to  fur- 
nish any  more  militia  until  an  equal  number  of  classes  of  the 
militia  of  the  other  counties  respectively  be  first  called,  unless 
the  danger  of  an  invasion  from  Indians  or  others  should  make 
it  necessary  to  keep  in  reserve  the  militia  of  such  county  or 
counties  for  their  own  immediate  defense. 

(Section  XXX,  P.  L.)  And  to  the  end  that  the  militia,  when 
called  by  classes,  shall  be  properly  officered,  the  following  order 
is  hereby  directed  and  enjoined,  That  is  to  say: 

For  the  first  draft,  the  captain  of  the  first  company,  the  lieu- 
tenant of  the  second  and  the  ensign  of  the  fourth. 
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Second  draft,  the  captain  of  the  second  company,  the  lieuten- 
ant of  the  first  and  the  ensign  of  the  third. 

Third  draft,  the  captain  of  the  third  company,  the  lieuten- 
ant of  the  fourth  and  the  ensign  of  the  second. 

Fourth  draft,  the  fourth  captain,  the  lieutenant  of  the  third 
company  and  the  ensign  of  the  first. 

Fifth  draft,  the  fifth  captain,  the  lieutenant  of  the  sixth  com- 
pany and  the  ensign  of  the  eighth. 

Sixth  draft,  the  sixth  captain,  the  lieutenant  of  the  fifth  com- 
pany and  the  ensign  of  the  seventh. 

Seventh  draft,  the  captain  of  the  seventh  company,  the  lieu- 
tenant of  the  eighth  and  the  ensign  of  the  sixth. 

Eighth  draft,  the  captain  of  the  eighth  company,  the  lieu- 
tenant of  the  seventh  and  the  ensign  of  the  fifth. 

Non-commissioned  officers  to  take  tour  of  duty  with  the  com- 
missioned officers. 

And  the  field  officers  of  battalions  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
and  in  each  county  of  this  state  shall  be  divided  in  like  manner, 
and  each  class  to  be  considered  as  a  detachment  from  different 
corps  liable  to  serve  two  months  and  no  longer,  and  to  be  re- 
lieved by  the  class  next  in  numerical  order,  the  relief  to  arrive 
at  least  two  days  before  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  the  class 
to  be  relieved,  but  nothing  herein  contained  shall  prevent  the 
supreme  executive  council  from  employing  or  calling  out  part 
of  any  class  or  any  company  or  companies,  battalion  or  bat- 
talions without  respect  to  this  rule  whenever  the  exigency  is 
too  sudden  to  allow  the  assembling  of  the  scattered  militia 
which  compose  the  particular  classes  and  the  service  of  the 
persons  so  called  out,  shall  be  accounted  as  part  of  their  tour  of 
duty  and  the  militia  in  actual  service  shall  receive  the  same 
pay  and  rations  as  continental  troops,  their  pay  to  commence 
two  days  before  marching,  and  receive  pay  and  rations  at  the 
rate  of  fifteen  miles  per  day  on  their  return  home. 

(Section  XXXI,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  militia,  when  called 
into  actual  service,  are  not  entitled  to  any  bounty,  such  as  cloth- 
ing at  the  public  expense  and,  therefore,  their  reward  is  not 
equal  to  that  of  the  regular  troops: 

[Section  XXV.]  (Section  XXXII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  en- 
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acted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  when  the  militia,  or 
any  detachment  thereof,  are  called  out  on  duty  each  non-com- 
missioned officer  and  private  shall  receive  such  a  sum  as,  in- 
cluding the  continental  pay,  will  amount  to  the  price  of  com- 
mon labor  for  the  time  of  service  given,  to  be  drawn  from  the 
treasury  by  the  paymasters  of  the  militia  from  time  to  time 
appointed;  and  the  officers,  whose  duty  it  may  be  are  hereby  re- 
quired to  make  out  separate  pay  rolls  of  the  said  bounty  and 
that  all  commissioned  officers  shall,  over  and  above  the  pay 
established  from  time  [to  time]  by  the  honorable  Congress, 
receive  the  same  bounty  which  a  private  shall  receive. 

[Section  XXVI.]  (Section  XXXIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  at  each  quarter  ses- 
sions of  the  peace  of  the  city  and  in  the  several  counties 
throughout  the  state  the  price  of  common  labor  then  current 
in  the  said  city  and  counties  respectively  shall  be  inquired 
into  and  ascertained,  and  the  justices,  or  a  majority  of  them,  at- 
tending the  said  courts  are  hereby  required  to  fix  and  determine 
what  is  the  average  price  of  common  labor  at  that  time  by  the 
day,  which  price  so  determined  by  the  said  justices  shall  be 
considered  as  a  rate  by  which  all  fines  shall  be  determined  for 
neglects  or  omissions  of  militia  duty  during  and  from  that  time 
to  the  end  of  the  next  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  and  the 
said  justices  are  hereby  required  to  make  out  a  certificate  of 
the  price  so  determined  for  the  lieutenants  of  the  said  city  and 
counties  respectively  under  their  hands  and  seals. 

[Section  XXVII.]  (Section  XXXIV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  fur- 
ther enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  when  any  class 
or  classes  of  the  militia  shall  be  called  to  perform  any  tour  of 
duty,  the  lieutenant  or  sub-lieutenants  shall  cause  each  and 
every  person  so  called  to  be  notified  of  such  call  at  least  three 
days  before  the  time  of  assembling  the  said  militia  by  a  written 
or  printed  notice  being  delivered  to  him  personally  or  left  at  his 
house  or  usual  place  of  abode  by  some  officer  or  other  fit  person 
employed  for  that  purpose  by  the  commanding  officer  of  said 
company,  and  any  person  refusing  or  neglecting  to  perform 
such  tour  of  duty  shall  pay,  for  each  and  every  day  he  shall 
so  neglect  or  refuse  the  price  of  one  day's  labor,  and  in  case 
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he  shall  be  possessed  of  such  estate  as  is  hereinafter  mentioned, 
shall  pay  such  additional  sum  as  by  this  act  is  further  di- 
rected. 

[Section  XXVIII.]  (Section  XXXV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  master  or  mistress 
of  any  apprentice  and  the  father  or  mother  of  any  minor  liable 
to  serve  in  the  militia  who  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  attend  as 
aforesaid,  such  minor  being  in  the  service  of  his  father  or 
mother,  master  or  mistress,  they  shall  be  respectively  account- 
able for  the  fine  or  fines  so  incurred  by  such  minor  or  appren- 
tice. 

[Section  XXIX.J  (Section  XXXVI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  mariner  or  seaman 
shall  be  subject  to  the  fines  and  penalties  of  this  act  for  not 
performing  militia  duties  if  such  mariner  or  seaman  is  in  actual 
employ  by  being  shipped  for  a  voyage  or  absent  at  sea. 

[Section  XXX.]  (Section  XXXVII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  militia  of  this 
state  whilst  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
subject  to  the  same  rules  and  regulations  as  the  federal  army: 
Provided,  That  upon  any  transgression  or  offense  of  a  militia- 
man, whether  officer  or  private,  against  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions of  the  federal  army  the  cause  shall  be  tried  and  deter- 
mined by  a  court  martial  of  the  militia  of  this  state,  and  that 
it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  president  of  the  supreme  execu- 
tive council,  or  in  case  of  his  absence,  of  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  militia  to  mitigate,  suspend  or  pardon  any  punishment 
to  which  any  militiaman  may  be  sentenced  by  a  general  court- 
martial. 

[Section  XXXI.]  (Section  XXXVIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  fur- 
ther enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  delinquent 
shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  fine  for  an  omission  of  per- 
forming his  tour  of  militia  duty,  within  five  days  after  the 
appeal  [hereinafter  mentioned]  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  lieutenant  or  any  sub-lieutenant  to  issue  his  warrant  to 
the  sheriff,  or  any  constable  or  other  fit  person  that  he  can 
procure,  to  levy  the  said  fine,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  of- 
fender's goods  and  chattels,  lands  and  tenements,  together  with 
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seven  and  a  half  per  centum  and  the  charges  of  keeping  the 
distress,  in  full  for  his  trouble  for  levying,  selling  and  collect- 
ting;  which  said  distress  and  sale  shall  be  made  according  to 
the  directions  of  the  law  for  levying  and  selling  goods  and 
chattels  distrained  for  rent;  but  if  no  such  goods  and  chattels, 
lands  and  tenements  can  be  found,  then  to  seize  and  take 
the  body  of  such  offender  and  commit  him  to  the  common  gaol 
or  some  other  place  of  close  confinement  for  the  space  of  four 
months,  unless  he  sooner  pays  the  said  fine,  and  no  process 
shall  issue  to  stay  the  execution  of  such  warrant  unless  in 
case  of  the  seizure  of  real  estates. 

(Section  XXXIX,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  if  any  person 
shall  think  himself  aggrieved  in  the  seizure  of  his  lands  and 
tenements  he  may  enter  an  appeal  before  the  justices  to  the 
next  court  of  common  pleas  for  said  county,  and  on  the  party 
giving  sufficient  security  within  six  days  next  after  any  lands 
and  tenements  shall  be  seized  or  distrained  as  aforesaid  to 
prosecute  such  appeal  with  effect,  the  justices  shall  receive  the 
same  and  stay  further  process,  and  the  said  justices  shall  re- 
turn every  such  appeal  on  the  first  day  of  the  next  term,  and 
the  court  shall  direct  a  trial  by  a  jury  of  the  country  as  in 
cases  of  debt,  whose  verdict  shall  be  final  and  conclusive;  and, 
except  in  extraordinary  cases,  of  which  the  court  shall  judge, 
all  such  appeals  shall  be  tried  at  the  term  to  which  such  returns 
shall  be  made. 

(Section  XL,  P.  L.)  Provided  also,  That  in  case  real  estate 
be  sold  as  aforesaid,  such  sale  shall  be  made  by  the  sheriff  of 
the  county,  who  shall  make  a  sufficient  deed  for  the  same  and 
put  the  purchaser  into  possession  thereof. 

[Section  XXXII.]  (Section  XLI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  militiaman  shall 
withdraw  himself  from  the  company  to  which  he  belongs  under 
the  penalty  of  the  value  of  twenty  days'  labor,  to  be  sued  for 
and  recovered  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  company  from 
which  he  shall  so  withdraw  himself  before  any  justice  of  the 
peace  by  action  of  debt:  Provided  nevertheless,  That  persons 
removing  out  of  the  bounds  of  one  battalion  or  company  to 
another,  shall  apply  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  company 
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to  which  he  did  belong  who  shall  give  him  a  discharge,  certify- 
ing the  class  to  which  he  belongs,  and  whether  he  hath  served 
his  tour  of  duty  or  not,  which  certificate  the  said  militiaman 
shall  produce  to  the  captain  or  commanding  officer  of  the  com- 
pany in  whose  bounds  he  next  settles  within  ten  days  after  his 
settlement  under  penalty  of  the  value  of  thirty  days'  labor  to 
be  recovered  and  applied  as  aforesaid;  and  the  captain  or  com- 
manding officer  is  hereby  required  to  enroll  him  in  the  class 
specified  in  the  said  certificate. 

[Section  XXXIII.]  (Section  XLII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  all  cases  of  doubt  respecting 
the  age  of  any  person  enrolled  or  intended  to  be  enrolled  in  the 
militia,  the  party  questioned  shall  prove  his  age  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  officers  of  the  company  within  the  bounds  of 
which  he  may  reside,  or  a  majority  of  them. 

(Section  XLIII,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  it  is  just  and  reasonable 
that  those  who  have  considerable  property  should  pay  for  the 
protection  of  that  property  when  they  do  not  give  their  service 
in  facing  danger  in  the  field  or  bearing  any  of  the  necessary 
fatigues  attending  a  military  life;  and  to  compel  all  persons 
to  give  their  personal  service  or  some  equivalent  therefore  in 
some  proportion  to  such  property: 

[Section  XXXIV.]  (Section  XLIV,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  person 
and  persons  who  are  in  and  by  this  act  required  to  perform  a 
tour  of  duty,  and  have  an  estate  shall  pay  for  neglecting  to 
perform  the  said  tour  of  duty,  in  addition  to  the  fine  of  the  price 
of  one  day's  labor  as  aforesaid  the  sum  of  fifteen  shillings  in 
every  hundred  pounds  on  all  his  rateable  property  and  occupa- 
tion in  the  manner  directed  to  be  ascertained  by  an  act  of  as- 
sembly passed  the  third  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-nine,  entitled  "An  act  to  raise  the  supplies  for 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine/'  *  and 
as  may  be  directed  to  be  taken  by  every  yearly  or  other  state  tax 
in  future. 

(Section  XLV,  P.  L.)  And  in  order  that  the  lieutenant  of  each 
county  may  have  the  amount  of  the  whole  estate  of  each  person 
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residing  in  said  county,  although  the  said  estate  or  estates  may 
be  situate  in  some  other  county  or  counties,  that  he,  the  said 
lieutenant,  may  be  able,  where  the  case  requires  it,  to  levy  for 
the  interest  on  the  whole  wheresoever  lying  within  this  state: 

[Section  XXXV.]  (Section  XL VI,  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  assessors  of  each 
and  every  county  finding  any  kind  of  taxable  estate  within 
said  county  belonging  to  persons  resident  in  some  other  county 
within  the  state  shall  and  are  hereby  required  to  make  out  a 
list  of  the  amount  of  the  valuation  of  such  estate  or  estates, 
placing  the  same  opposite  the  name  of  such  proprietor,  and 
once  in  every  year  send  such  lists  to  the  lieutenant  of  the  county 
where  the  owner  of  such  estate  may  reside. 

[Section  XXXVI.]  (Section  XLVII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  lieutenant  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  and  of  the  several  counties  of  this  state 
shall  have  and  receive  the  value  of  one  and  an  half  bushels  of 
wheat  per  day,  and  the  sub-lieutenants  for  the  said  city  and 
counties  shall  have  and  receive  the  value  of  one  and  a  quarter 
bushels  of  wheat  per  day  each,  as  the  same  shall  be  declared 
from  time  to  time  by  the  general  assembly,  for  their  trouble, 
and  for  every  day  in  which  they  shall  be  employed  in  doing 
and  performing  the  respective  duties  required  by  this  act, 
which  said  sum  or  sums  shall  be  respectively  paid  unto  them 
out  of  the  fines  incurred  by  this  act. 

[Section  XXXVII.]  (Section  XL VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  fur- 
ther enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  any  person  called  to  do  a  tour  of  militia  duty 
to  find  a  sufficient  substitute,  having  been  previously  classed 
at  least  six  months  in  the  company  or  battalion  to  which  the 
person  belongs  who  hires  such  substitute:  Provided  always, 
That  persons  serving  by  substitute  as  aforesaid,  if  said  substi- 
tute shall  be  called  in  his  own  turn  into  actual  service  before 
the  term  expires  which  he  was  to  serve  for  his  employer,  that 
then  the  person  procuring  such  substitute  shall  march  in  the 
said  substitute's  turn  or  be  liable  to  pay  his  fine  for  neglect, 
which  fine  is  to  be  recovered  as  other  fines  for  neglect  of  serv- 
ing are  by  this  act  directed  to  be  recovered  and  that  sons  who 
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are  not  subject  to  the  militia  law  may  be  admitted  as  substi- 
tutes for  their  fathers,  and  that  each  substitute  be  approved  of 
by  the  lieutenant  or  sub-lieutenant. 

[Section  XXXVIII.]  (Section  XLIX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  fur- 
ther enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  lieutenant  or 
one  of  the  sub-lieutenants  shall,  within  ten  and  not  less  than 
five  days  after  the  marching  of  any  part  of  the  militia,  call  to  his 
assistance  two  freeholders,  one  of  whom  shall  be  a  justice  of 
the  peace,  to  sit  at  the  most  convenient  place  for  the  inhabit- 
ants of  their  respective  districts  (notice  having  been  given  of 
such  place  in  the  written  or  printed  summons  of  every  militia- 
man), and  shall  there  hear  and  determine  all  appeals  that  may 
be  made  by  the  persons  thinking  themselves  aggrieved  by  any- 
thing done  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  and  they  are  hereby  au- 
thorized and  required  to  grant  such  relief  to  such  appellant 
as  to  them  shall  appear  just  and  reasonable  in  consideration  of 
such  inability  of  body  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  court  renders 
him  incapable  of  performing  military  duty,  and  each  of  the 
said  freeholders,  before  they  shall  sit  on  the  said  appeal,  shall 
take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  viz. :  "That  he  will  hear 
and  impartially  determine  on  the  cases  of  appeal  that  may 
be  laid  before  him  agreeable  to  law  and  according  to  the  best 
of  his  knowledge,"  which  oath  or  affirmation  the  said  justice, 
lieutenant  or  sub-lieutenant  is  hereby  empowered  and  required 
to  administer,  and  the  said  justice  and  freeholder  shall  have 
and  receive  from  the  said  lieutenant  the  value  of  one  bushel  of 
wheat  each  for  every  day  they  sit  on  the  said  appeals,  and 
the  said  lieutenant  and  justice  of  the  peace  shall  each  keep  a 
separate  record  of  the  proceedings  of  such  court  of  appeals. 

[Section  XXXIX.]  (Section  L,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or  persons 
shall  knowingly  sell,  buy,  take  or  exchange,  conceal  or  other- 
wise receive  any  arms,  accoutrements,  colors  or  drums  belong- 
ing to  this  state  or  the  United  States  on  any  account  or  pretense 
whatsoever,  the  person  so  offending,  being  convicted  thereof 
before  one  or  more  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  city 
or  county  where  such  offense  shall  be  committed,  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  for  every  such  offense  treble  the  value  of  such  arms 
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or  accoutrements,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  said  justice  or  jus- 
tices and  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  offender's  goods 
and  chattels  by  the  justice  or  justices  before  whom  such  of- 
fender shall  be  convicted,  returning  the  overplus,  if  any,  on 
demand,  to  such  offender,  and  for  want  of  such  distress  shall 
commit  such  offender  to  the  common  gaol  of  the  county,  there 
to  remain  without  bail  or  mainprise  for  any  term  not  exceeding 
three  months,  unless  such  money  shall  be  sooner  paid;  and  in 
every  case  the  proof  of  the  property  shall  be  made  by  the 
possessor  of  such  arms  or  accoutrements. 

[Section  XL.]  (Section  LI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  person,  not  being  a  subject 
of  this  state  or  any  of  the  United  States,  who  already  has  de- 
serted or  shall  hereafter  desert  from  the  enemy  in  the  course 
of  the  present  war,  shall  be  enrolled  in  any  company  of  militia 
of  this  state  during  the  present  contest  or  be  subject  to  any 
fine  or  penalty  for  not  serving  as  by  this  act  is  required  of 
others. 

[Section  XLL]  (Section  LII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  civil  process  shall  be  served 
on  any  commissioned,  non-commissioned  officer  or  private  at 
any  regimental  review  or  training  of  any  company,  or  while 
going  to  or  returning  from  the  place  of  such  review  or  training. 

[Section  XLIL]  (Section  LIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  moneys  passing  into  the 
treasury  by  virtue  of  the  directions  of  this  act  shall  be  appro- 
priated as  a  fund  for  the  benefit  and  relief  of  such  officers 
and  privates  of  the  militia  of  this  state  as  are  or  shall  be 
wounded  and  disabled  in  service,  and  of  the  widows  and  child- 
ren of  such  as  have  or  shall  fall  in  battle  or  otherwise  loose 
their  lives  in  the  service  of  the  state,  and  shall  not  be  con- 
sidered as  a  revenue  for  any  other  purpose  than  that  of  sup- 
porting the  necessary  officers  for  carrying  this  law  into  effect, 
equipping  and  furnishing  the  militia  with  every  necessary  ap- 
paratus for  the  defense  and  security  of  the  state,  the  surplus, 
if  any,  to  be  appropriated  in  such  manner  and  to  such  uses  as 
the  assembly  shall  from  time  to  time  direct  and  appoint. 

[Section  XLIIL]  (Section  LIV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
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acted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,   That  if  any  commissioned 
officer,  non-commissioned  officer  or  private  militiaman  of  this 
state  who  has  lost  or  may  hereafter  lose  a  limb  in  any  engage- 
ment in  the  service  of  the  state,  or  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  or  be  so  disabled  as  to  render  him  incapable 
of  getting  a  livelihood,  he  shall  receive  during  life  or  the  con- 
tinuance of  such  disability  a  pension  adequate  to  the  neces- 
sity of  such  disabled  officer  or  private  militiaman  by  the  judg- 
ment of  the  orphans'  court  of  the  county  where  such  disabled 
officer  or  private  militiaman  shall  dwell  or  reside.    And  every 
officer  or  private  disabled  as  aforesaid  shall,  before  he  be  legally 
entitled  to  the  pension  above  mentioned,  produce  a  certificate, 
upon  oath,  from  the  commanding  officer  who  was  in  the  same 
engagement  in  which  he  was  wounded,  or  from  the  officer  next 
in  command,  or  the  surgeon  that  attended  him,  and  upon  such 
disabled  officer,  non-commissioned  officer  or  private  militia- 
man's producing  such  certificate  as  aforesaid  to  the  orphans' 
court  of  the  county  where  such  disabled  officer,  non-commis- 
sioned officer  or  private  militiaman  shall  dwell  or  reside,  the 
said  court  is  hereby  enjoined  and  required,  if  they  are  satisfied 
of  the  truth  thereof,  to  give  every  such  officer  or  private  an 
order  on  the  lieutenant  of  the  said  city  or  county  for  such 
sums  of  money  from  time  to  time  as  to  them  shall  appear  just 
and  necessary,  provided  such  sums  of  money  do  not  exceed 
the  half  pay  and  rations  of  such  officer  or  private.    And  the 
said  lieutenant  is  hereby  enjoined  and  required  to  accept  and 
pay  the  said  order  to  such  officer  or  private.    And  the  said  lieu- 
tenant shall  draw  on  the  state  treasurer  as  often  as  he  shall 
have  occasion  for  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  he  shall  make 
appear  to  the  president  and  council  to  be  necessary  for  carrying 
this  proviso  into  execution. 

[Section  XLIV.]  (Section  LV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  officer,  non-commissioned 
officer  or  private  militiaman  residing  in  this  state,  having  a 
family,  has  been  killed,  shall  be  killed  or  shall  die  of  his  wounds 
received  in  the  service  of  this  or  the  United  States,  a  certificate 
from  the  commanding  or  other  officer  next  in  rank  who  was  in 
the  same  engagement  in  which  he  was  killed  or  wounded  and 
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died  of  his  wounds,  being  produced  to  the  orphans'  court,  and 
also  a  certificate  from  the  overseers  of  the  poor  and  two  other 
reputable  freeholders  of  the  township,  borough,  ward  or  dis- 
trict where  the  family  of  such  deceased  officer  or  private  militia- 
man shall  dwell  or  reside  at  that  time,  setting  forth  the  par- 
ticular circumstances  of  such  family,  the  age  or  ages  of  the 
child  or  children  and  the  necessity  of  granting  them  some 
support,  the  said  orphans'  court,  when  possessed  of  the  certifi- 
cates aforesaid,  is  hereby  authorized  to  give  orders  upon  the 
lieutenant  of  the  city  or  county  for  such  sum  of  money  as  they 
may  think  just  and  necessary  for  the  support  of  such  family 
from  time  to  time. 

(Section  LVI,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  the  sum  of  money 
aforesaid  does  not  exceed  the  half  pay  and  rations  that  such 
officer,  non-commissioned  officer  or  private  was  entitled  to  at 
the  time  of  his  death, 

[Section  XLV.]  (Section  LVII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  field  or  other 
commissioned  officer,  at  any  regimental  review  or  on  any  other 
occasion  when  the  battalion  or  company  to  which  he  may  be- 
long, or  in  which  he  holds  a  command  is  paraded  in  arms,  shall 
appear,  misbehave  or  demean  himself  in  an  unofficerlike 
manner,  he  shall,  for  such  offense,  be  cashiered  or  punished 
by  fine  at  he  discretion  of  a  general  court  martial  as  the 
case  may  require  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  the  price  of  six 
days'  labor;  and  if  any  non-commissioned  officer  or  private 
shall,  on  any  occasion  of  parading  the  company  to  which  he 
belongs,  appear  with  his  arms  and  accoutrements  in  an  unfit 
condition,  or  be  found  drunk  or  shall  disobey  orders  or  use 
any  reproachful  or  abusive  language  to  his  officers,  or  any  of 
them,  or  shall  quarrel  himself  or  promote  any  quarrel  among 
his  fellow  soldiers  he  shall  be  disarmed  and  put  under  guard  by 
order  of  the  commanding  officer  present  until  the  company  is 
dismissed,  and  shall  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  the 
price  of  ten  days'  labor  nor  less  than  one  day's  labor. 

[Section  XLVL]  (Section  LVIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  the  lieutenant- 
colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  any  battalion  shall  neglect 
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or  refuse  to  give  orders  for  assembling  his  battalion  at  the 
times  appointed  by  this  law  or  at  the  direction  of  the  lieutenant 
or  sub-lieutenant  of  the  city  or  any  county  when  the  said  lieu- 
tenant or  sub-lieutenant  is  thereto  commanded  by  the  president 
or  vice-president  in  council,  or  in  case  of  an  invasion  of  the 
city  or  county  to  which  such  battalion  belongs,  he  shall  be 
cashiered  and  punished  by  fine  at  the  discretion  of  a  general 
court-maritial;  and  if  a  commissioned  officer  of  any  company 
shall,  on  any  occasion  neglect  or  refuse  to  give  orders  for  as- 
sembling the  company  to  which  he  belongs,  or  any  part  thereof, 
at  the  direction  of  the  lieutenant-colonel  or  commanding  officer 
of  the  battalion  to  which  such  company  belongs  he  shall  be 
cashiered  and  punished  by  fine  at  the  discretion  of  a  regimental 
court-martial  and  a  non-commissioned  officer  offending  in  such 
case  shall  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  the  price  of  ten 
days'  labor. 

[Section  XLVIL]  (Section  LIX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  captain  or  com- 
manding officer  of  a  company  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  make 
out  a  list  of  the  persons  noticed  to  perform  any  tour  of  duty  and 
send  or  convey  the  same  to  the  lieutenant-colonel  or  command- 
ing officer  of  the  battalion  to  which  such  company  may  belong 
for  such  neglect  or  refusal  he  shall  be  cashiered  or  fined  at  the 
discretion  of  a  regimental  court-martial. 

[Section  XLVIIL]  (Section  LX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  following  rules 
and  regulations  shall  be  those  by  which  the  militia  shall  be 
governed. 

1st.  Every  general  court-martial  shall  consist  of  thirteen 
members,  all  of  whom  shall  be  commissioned  officers  and  of 
such  rank  as  the  case  may  require,  and  these  thirteen  shall 
choose  a  president  out  of  their  number,  who  shall  be  a  field 
officer. 

2d.  Every  regimental  court-martial  shall  be  composed  of  five 
members,  all  commissioned  officers,  who  are  to  choose  one  of 
their  members  as  president  not  under  the  rank  of  a  captain. 

3d.  In  any  court-martial  not  less  than  two-thirds  of  the 
members  must  agree  in  every  sentence  for  inflicting  any  punish- 
ment, otherwise  the  person  charged  shall  be  acquitted. 
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4th.  The  president  of  each  and  every  court-martial,  whether 
general  or  regimental,  shall  require  all  witnesses  in  order  to  the 
trial  of  offenders  to  declare  on  oath  or  affirmation  that  the 
evidence  they  shall  give  is  the  truth,  the  whole  truth  and 
nothing  but  the  truth,  and  the  members  of  all  such  courts  shall 
take  an  oath  or  affirmation,  which  the  president  is  required  to 
administer  to  the  other  members  and  the  next  in  rank  is  re- 
quired to  administer  to  him  that  they  will  give  judgment  with 
impartiality. 

5th.  All  members  of  any  militia  called  as  witnesses  in  any 
case  before  a  court-martial  who  shall  refuse  to  attend  and  give 
evidence  shall  be  censured  or  fined  at  the  discretion  of  the 
court. 

6th.  No  officer  or  private  man  being  charged  with  transgress- 
ing these  rules  shall  be  suffered  to  do  duty  in  the  battalion, 
company  or  troop  to  which  he  belongs  until  he  has  had  his 
trial  by  a  court-martial,  and  every  person  so  charged  shall 
be  tried  as  soon  as  a  court-martial  can  be  conveniently  as- 
sembled. 

7th.  If  any  officer  or  private  man  shall  think  himself  injured 
by  his  lieutenant-colonel  or  the  commanding  officer  of  the  bat- 
talion and  shall,  upon  due  application  made  to  him,  be  refused 
redress,  he  may  complain  to  the  lieutenant  of  the  county,  who 
shall  summon  a  general  court-martial  that  justice  may  [be] 
Cone. 

8th.  If  an  inferior  officer  or  private  man  shall  think  himself 
injured  by  his  captain  or  other  superior  officer  in  the  battalion, 
troop  or  company  to  which  he  belongs,  he  may  complain  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  battalion  who  shall  summon  a  regi- 
mental court-martial  for  the  doing  justice  according  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  case. 

9th.  No  penalty  shall  be  inflicted  at  the  discretion  of  the 
court-martial  other  than  degrading,  cashiering  or  fining. 

10th.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  militia  for  the  time 
being  shall  have  full  power  of  pardoning  or  mitigating  any 
censures  or  penalties  ordered  to  be  inflicted  on  any  private  or 
non-commissioned  officer  for  the  breach  of  any  of  these  articles 
by  a  general  court-martial,  and  every  offender  convicted  as 
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aforesaid  by  any  regimental  court-martial,  may  be  pardoned, 
or  have  the  penalty  mitigated  by  the  lieutenant-colonel  or 
commanding  officer  of  the  battalion,  excepting  only  where  such 
censures  or  penalties  are  directed  as  satisfaction  for  injuries 
received  by  one  officer  or  private  man  from  another,  but  in 
case  of  officers  such  sentence  to  be  approved  by  the  commander- 
in-chief  or  the  nearest  general  officer  of  the  militia,  who  are 
respectively  empowered  to  pardon  or  mitigate  such  sentence 
or  disapprove  the  same. 

11th.  The  militia,  on  the  days  of  exercise,  may  be  detained 
under  arms  on  duty  in  the  field  any  time  not  exceeding  six 
hours,  provided  they  are  not  kept  above  three  hours  under 
arms  at  any  one  time  without  allowing  them  a  proper  time 
to  refresh  themselves. 

12th.  No  company  or  battalion  shall  meet  at  a  tavern  on 
any  of  the  days  of  exercise,  nor  shall  march  to  any  tavern 
before  they  are  discharged;  and  any  person  who  shall  bring 
any  kind  of  spiritous  liquor  to  such  place  of  training  shall 
forfeit  such  liquors  so  brought  for  the  use  of  the  poor  belonging 
to  the  township  where  such  offender  lives. 

13th.  All  fines  that  shall  be  incurred  by  any  breach  of  these 
rules  shall  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  clerk  of  the  company 
to  which  the  offenders  belong,  but  if  a  field  officer,  to  the  clerk 
of  that  company  whose  captain  has  the  first  rank  in  the  bat- 
talion, within  three  weeks  after  they  become  due;  but  in  case 
of  neglect  or  refusal  to  pay  any  of  the  said  fines,  then  in  such 
case,  upon  application  made  by  the  clerk  to  whom  such  fine 
or  fines  ought  to  have  been  paid,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  any  one  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  if  the  fine  does 
not  exceed  fifty  pounds,  or  two  justices  if  above  that  sum,  by 
warrant  under  his  or  their  hands  and  seals  to  levy  such  fine 
or  fines  respectively  on  the  offender's  goods  and  chattels,  and 
otherwise  proceed  in  recovering  the  same  as  is  by  law  directed, 
and  when  recovered  the  said  justice  or  justices  are  required  to 
pay  such  fines  into  the  hands  of  the  clerk  who  applied  for  re- 
covery and  shall  be  applied  as  other  fines  before  directed. 

[Section  XLIX.]  (Section  LXI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  any  case  wherein  any 
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person  is  by  this  act  called  to  do  or  perform  anything  in 
execution  thereof,  or  otherwise,  and  no  special  recompense  is 
herein  provided  for  such  service,  such  person  shall  be  satisfied 
for  the  same  at  the  discretion  of  the  lieutenant,  taking  to  his 
assistance  two  sub-lieutenants  of  the  city  or  county  respec- 
tively. 

[Section  L.]  (Section  LXII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  any  case  wherein  the  person 
who  shall  be  authorized  to  collect  any  fine  due  by  virtue  of  this 
act  shall  need  assistance  in  levying  the  same,  such  collector, 
on  application  to  any  captain  or  inferior  officer  of  the  militia 
of  the  place  where  such  fine  shall  be  due,  shall  be  assisted 
therein  by  a  sufficient  party  of  militia  of  the  neighborhood 
ordered  on  such  duty  by  such  captain  or  other  officer,  and  if 
such  captain  or  other  officer  or  any  of  the  party  by  such  cap- 
tain or  other  officer  ordered  on  such  duty  refuse  or  neglect 
to  perform  the  said  duty,  such  captain  or  other  officer  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  and  if  any  non-com- 
missioned officer  or  private  be  delinquent  therein  he  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  the  sum  of  twenty-five  pounds,  to  be  recovered  with 
costs  of  suit  as  demands  for  fifty  pounds  are  by  law  recoverable, 
to  be  applied  as  other  fines  levied  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

[Section  LI.]  (Section  LXIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  case  any  militiaman 
shall  desert  when  he  is  out  on  a  tour  of  duty  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  battalion  or  detachment  from  which  he  deserts 
shall,  as  soon  as  possible,  give  notice  thereof  to  the  lieutenant 
of  the  city  or  county  or  sub-lieutenant  of  the  district  from  which 
he  came  who,  if  he  does  not  see  proper  to  send  him  back  shall 
subject  him  to  the  payment  of  such  fine  as  he  would  have  paid 
if  he  had  not  gone  out  on  such  tour. 

[Section  LIL]  (Section  LXIV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  suit  or  suits  shall 
.  be  brought  or  commenced  against  any  person  or  persons  for 
anything  done  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  the  action  shall  be  laid 
in  the  county  where  the  causes  of  such  action  did  arise  and 
not  elsewhere,  and  the  defendant  or  defendants  in  such  action 
or  actions  to  be  brought  may  plead  the  general  issue,  and 
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give  this  act  and  the  special  matter  in  evidence;  and  if  the 
jury  shall  find  for  the  defendants  in  snch  action  or  actions, 
or  if  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  shall  be  non-suited  or  discontinue 
his  or  their  action  or  actions  after  the  defendant  or  defendants 
shall  have  appeared,  or  if  upon  demurrer  judgment  shall  be 
given  against  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  the  defendant  or  defend- 
ants shall  have  treble  costs  and  have  the  like  remedy  for  the 
same  as  any  defendant  or  defendants  had  or  have  in  other  cases 
to  recover  costs  by  law. 

[Section  LIIL]  (Section  LXV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  the  fines 
and  forfeitures  by  this  act  made  payable  and  the  mode  of 
recovery  not  hereinbefore  particularly  pointed  out  shall  be 
recovered  by  the  lieutenant  of  each  county  and  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  by  summons  or  warrant  and  execution  from 
under  the  hand  and  seal  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  neigh- 
borhood where  the  person  charged  resides,  directed  to  any 
constable  of  the  city  or  county,  requiring  him  to  levy  the 
same  on  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  delinquent,  and  the 
same  cause  to  be  appraised  by  two  freeholders,  and  after 
being  publicly  advertised  seven  days  make  sale  thereof,  and 
after  payment  of  the  fine  or  forfeiture  to  the  lieutenant,  to- 
gether with  costs  and  charges,  pay  the  overplus,  if  any,  to  the 
owner,  and  if  goods  and  chattels  sufficient  to  discharge  the 
same  cannot  be  found,  that  then  the  justice  granting  such 
precept  shall  certify  the  proceedings  had  thereon  to  the  pro- 
thonotary  of  the  county  court  of  common  pleas,  who  is  there- 
upon required  to  issue  a  fieri  facias  directed  to  the  sheriff  of 
said  county  for  levying  the  fines  and  forfeitures  aforesaid,  to- 
gether with  the  costs  on  the  lands  or  tenements  of  such  delin- 
quent 

[Section  LIV.]  (Section  LXVI,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and 
be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or 
persons  shall  think  him  or  themselves  aggrieved  by  the  judg- 
ment of  the  justice  aforesaid  in  any  suit  of  fifty  pounds  or 
upwards,  he  or  they  may  appeal  before  the  justice  aforesaid, 
and  on  the  party's  giving  security  within  six  days  next  after 
any  such  judgment  to  prosecute  such  appeal  in  the  court  of 
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common  pleas  of  the  county  with  effect,  the  justice  shall  re- 
ceive the  same  and  stay  further  process,  and  the  said  justice 
shall  return  every  such  appeal  on  the  first  day  of  the  next 
term,  and  the  court  shall  direct  a  trial  by  jury,  as  in  other 
cases  of  debt,  whose  verdict  shall  be  final  and  conclusive;  and 
all  such  appeals  shall  be  tried  at  the  term  to  which  such  re- 
turns shall  be  made,  any  law,  custom  or  usage  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

[Section  LV.]  (Section  LXVII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted and  declared,  That  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate 
the  militia  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania," 1  passed  on 
the  seventeenth  day  of  March,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-seven;  also,  the  supplement  to  the  said 
act  passed  the  nineteenth  day  of  June,  Anno  Domini  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven;  *  also,  a  further  supple- 
ment to  the  said  act  passed  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  December, 
Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-three;  * 
also,  a  further  supplement  to  the  said  act  passed  on  the  fifth 
day  of  April,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-nine; 4  also,  such  parts  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
empower  the  supreme  executive  council  and  justices  of  the  su- 
preme court  to  apprehend  suspected  persons  and  to  increase 
the  fine  to  which  persons  are  liable  for  neglecting  to  do  their 
tour  of  militia  duty," 6  as  relates  to  the  fining  the  militia  for 
not  performing  a  tour  of  duty  and  the  pay  of  the  lieutenants 
are  hereby  repealed  and  made  void. 

[Section  LVL]  (Section  LXVIII,  P.  L.)  Provided  always, 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  deemed  to  repeal, 
alter  or  dispense  with  the  powers,  authorities  or  duties  of  th  t 
present  lieutenants  and  sub-lieutenants  of  the  city  and  counties 
aforesaid,  or  of  any  other  officer  or  person  under  the  militia 
laws  that  have  been  in  force  in  this  state  immediately  before 
the  passing  of  this  act  until  their  respective  offices  are  sup- 
plied and  filled  by  new  appointments  in  virtue  of  this  act  which 

i  Chapter  750. 
<  Chapter  760. 
s  Chapter  781. 
4  Chapter  848. 
&  Chapter  865. 
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said  present  lieutenants  and  sub-lieutenants  or  other  proper 
officers  are  hereby  authorized  required  and  enjoined  to  collect 
or  cause  to  be  collected  all  [such]  fines  and  forfeitures  as  have 
been  or  shall  be  incurred  during  the  continuance  of  their  re- 
spective commissions  and  pay  in  the  same  agreeable  to  this  law, 
or  the  late  laws  aforesaid  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  July  next. 
But  in  case  the  president  or  vice-president  and  council  shall 
approve  of  the  discontinuing  to  act  or  resignation  of  the  said 
present  lieutenants  and  sub-lieutenants  or  any  of  them  and 
not  otherwise  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  officer  and  he  is  hereby 
required  to  deliver  to  his  successor  in  office  an  account  on  oath 
of  all  the  moneys  uncollected  and  outstanding  on  account  of 
fines  and  forfeitures  aforesaid,  who  is  in  such  case  empowered 
and  required  to  collect  the  same. 

Passed  March  20, 1780.  See  the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  May  2$, 
1780,  Chapter  908;  September  22,  1780,  Chapter  91$;  March  21,  1783, 
Chapter  1022;  September  22,  1788,  Chapter  1038;  December  9,  1788, 
Chapter  1061;  September  29,  1787,  Chapter  1319;  March  22,  1788, 
Chapter  1839;  November  19,  1788,  Chapter  1388;  March  27,  1789; 
Chapter  1416;  March  3,  1790,  Chapter  1483;  March  27,  1790,  Chapter 
1493;  April  5,  1790,  Chapter  1513  (repealed  by  the  Act  of  Assem- 
bly passed)  April  11,  1793,  Chapter  1696.  Recorded  L.  6.  No.  1,  p. 
374,  ftc. 


GHAPTEE  CMIIL 


AN  ACT  TO  DISCONTINUE  A  ROAD  CALLED  PALMER'S  LANE  IN  THE 
TOWNSHIP  OP  THE  NORTHERN  LIBERTIES  IN  THE  COUNTY  OP 
PHILADELPHIA  AND  NEAR  TO  THE  LOWER  FALLS  OP  SCHUYLKILL 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  ns  on 
the  petition  of  John  Redman  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  prac- 
titioner in  physic,  and  Nathaniel  Falconer,  of  the  same  place, 
mariner,  that  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-three,  four,  a  road  was  laid  out  from  the  market  place 
in  Germantown,  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  to  Robert  Rob- 
erts' ferry,  on  the  river  Schuylkill,  which  entered  the  lands  then 
owned  by  William  Palmer,  and  since  by  the  said  John  Redman 
and  Nathaniel  Falconer,  at  the  northwest  end  of  the  same,  and 
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from  thence  running  south  and  by  east  fifty-two  perches,  then 
south  twelve  degrees  west,  twelve  perches,  then  south  thirty- 
six  degrees  west,  twenty  perches,  then  south  sixty-one  degrees 
west  twenty  perches,  then  south  thirty-two  degrees  west, 
twenty-eight  perches,  making  in  the  whole  one  hundred  and 
thirty-two  perches  in  length: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  another  road  was  laid  out 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  divers  inhabitants  of  Germantown  and  Blockley  town- 
ship, in  the  said  county  of  Philadelhia,  forty  feet  wide,  extend- 
ing from  the  place  where  the  aforesaid  road  enters  the  lands 
then  owned  by  William  Palmer  and  since  by  John  Redman  and 
Nathaniel  Falconer  aforesaid,  running  by  several  courses  one 
hundred  and  thirty-three  perches  and  an  half  in  length,  at 
which  distance  it  enters  the  Wissahickon  road,  leading  either 
to  the  city  of  Philadelphia  or  to  the  falls  of  Schuylkill : 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  has  been  further  repre- 
sented to  us  by  the  aforesaid  John  Redman  and  Nathaniel 
Falconer  that  the  supervisors  of  the  highways  neglect  or  refuse 
to  keep  the  first  mentioned  of  the  above  said  two  roads  in 
repair,  alleging  that  it  is  but  of  little  public  use,  whereby  the 
owners  of  the  lands  through  which  it  passes  are  frequently 
obliged  to  repair  it  at  their  own  expense  to  prevent  their  lands 
being  cut  and  injured  by  such  carriages  as  may  at  times  pass 
through  the  same: 

(Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  the  unnecessary  multiply- 
ing of  roads  not  only  tends  to  increase  the  expenses  of  the  high- 
ways, but  is  likewise  a  waste  of  land  which  might  otherwise 
be  employed  to  the  raising  of  produce: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and  it 
is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  publica- 
tion of  this  act  the  first  mentioned  of  the  two  above  said  roads 
be  discontinued  and  abolished. 

Passed  March  20,  1780. 
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CHAPTER  OMIV. 


AN  ACT  TO  REPEAL  DIVERS  ACTS  OP  ASSEMBLY  OP  THIS  COMMON- 
WEALTH HEREIN  AFTER  MENTIONED,  FOR  PREVENTING  FORE- 
STALLING AND  REGRATING,  AND  FOR  THE  ENCOURAGEMENT  OF 
FAIR  DEALING;  AND  AN  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  PERMIT  THE 
MAKING  OF  WHISKEY  AND  OTHER  SPIRITS  FROM  RYE,  BARLEY,  OR 
THE  MALT  MADE  THEREOF,  UNDER  CERTAIN  RESTRICTIONS 
THEREIN  MENTIONED;  AND  TO  PROHIBIT  THE  DISTILLING  ANY 
WHISKEY  OR  OTHER  SPIRITS  FROM  ANY  OTHER  GRAIN,  MEAL,  MALT 
OR  FLOUR." 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  operation  of  an  act  of  as- 
sembly of  this  commonwealth  passed  on  the  second  day  of 
January,  which  was  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent 
forestalling  and  regrating  and  to  encourage  fair  dealing,"1 
and  a  supplement  and  further  supplement  to  the  same  act, 
passed  on  the  first  day  of  April  and  tenth  day  of  September  fol- 
lowing; *  and  another  act  of  assembly,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
more  effectually  preventing  engrossing  and  forestalling,  for 
the  encouragement  of  commerce  and  the  fair  trader  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned," 8  passed  on  the  eighth  day 
of  October  last,  and  another  act  of  assembly,  entitled  "An  act 
to  permit  the  making  of  whiskey  and  other  spirits  from  rye, 
barley  and  the  malt  made  thereof  under  certain  restrictions 
therein  mentioned,  and  to  prohibit  the  distilling  any  whiskey 
or  other  spirits  from  any  other  grain,  meal,  malt  or  flour,"  * 
passed  on  the  eighth  day  of  October  last,  have  not  been  found 
to  answer  the  good  purposes  for  which  they  were  made,  and 
have  produced  some  inconveniences,  so  that  it  appears  to  be  of 
no  public  advantage  that  they  should  continue  in  force: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 

i  Chapter  779. 
a  Chapter  797. 
>  Chapter  859. 
4  Chapter  866. 
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it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  ^Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  said-recited  acts 
and  every  clause,  matter  and  thing  therein  contained  be  and 
the  same  are  hereby  repealed  and  made  void. 

Passed  March  22,  1780. 


CHAPTER  CMV. 


AN  ACT  FOR  PROCURING  A  SUPPLY  OP  PROVISIONS  AND  OTHER  NEC- 
ESSARIES FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  ARMY. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  honorable  the  Congress  of 
these  United  States  have  resolved  that  this  state  be  called  on 
to  procure,  within  the  present  year,  the  following  articles  for 
the  use  of  the  army,  viz. :  Forty  thousand  barrels  of  flour,  two 
hundred  thousand  bushels  of  Indian  corn  or  other  short  forage 
equivalent,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  tons  of  hay,  fourteen 
thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  bushels  of  salt  and 
twenty-four  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-three  gallons 
of  rum: 

In  order,  therefore,  to  comply  with  the  said  requisition: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  same,  That  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  this 
act  into  effect  there  be  appointed  one  commissioner  of  pur- 
chases in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  one  in  each  county  of  this 
state  by  the  president  or  vice-president  in  council,  the  persons 
so  appointed  to  be  resident  in  the  city  or  county  for  which  they 
are  respectively  appointed. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  each  and  every  of  the  said 
commissioners  before  they  enter  upon  the  execution  of  their 
trust  shall  give  such  security  for  the  faithful  performance 
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thereof  as  the  said  council  shall  think  proper  and  take  the  fol- 
lowing oath  or  affirmation  (which  may  be  administered  by  any 
justice  of  the  peace  in  the  city  or  county  for  which  the  said  com- 
missioners shall  be  respectively  appointed),  to  wit:  I,  A.  B., 
do  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  diligently  and  faithfully,  without 
favor,  affection  or  partiality,  execute  the  duty  and  trust  reposed 
in  me  by  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  this  commonwealth, 
entitled  "An  act  for  procuring  a  supply  of  provisions  and  other 
necessaries  for  the  use  of  the  army." 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  commissioners  shall 
severally,  in  the  city  and  each  of  the  counties  for  which  they 
are  respectively  appointed,  be  authorized  and  required  to  pur- 
chase all  the  wheat  and  wheat  flour  and  other  articles  above 
enumerated  which  can  be  procured  within  the  said  city  and 
several  counties  [respectively]  for  which  they  [are]  chosen, 
and  not  elsewhere,  at  such  price  or  prices  as  shall  be  ascer- 
tained and  fixed  in  the  manner  which  is  hereinafter  directed 
and  appointed.  And  in  case  a  sufficient  quantity  of  wheat  or 
other  articles  so  required  cannot  be  procured  by  purchase, 
that  then  and  in  that  case  any  or  either  of  the  said  commission- 
ers having  knowledge  or  cause  to  apprehend  that  any  wheat 
or  flour,  rye,  Indian  corn  or  other  necessaries  so  required  are 
withheld  from  sale  or  public  market,  may  and  is  hereby  re- 
quired to  apply  to  the  next  justice  of  the  peace  and  lodge 
such  information  with  him,  who,  thereupon,  is  hereby  author- 
ized and  required  to  issue  his  warrant,  under  his  hand  and  seal, 
directed  to  the  constable  of  the  said  township  or  district  and 
two  reputable  freeholders,  who  shall,  upon  the  receipt  thereof 
proceed  with  the  said  commissioner  to  where  such  flour,  grain 
or  other  stores  is  supposed  to  be  and  there  to  demand  of  the 
owner  or  other  person  having  care  thereof  to  admit  such  of- 
ficer, freeholders  and  commissioners  to  view  the  same,  and 
on  his  neglect  or  refusal  so  to  do,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  said  constable,  freeholders  and  commissioner,  with 
such  assistance  as  may  be  necessary,  to  break  open,  in  the  day 
time,  any  house,  barn,  outhouse,  mill  or  storehouse,  or  other 
houses  where  such  grain  or  flour  may  be  suspected  to  be,  and 
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seize  and  take  into  their  possession  all  such  wheat  and  wheat 
flour  and  other  articles  as  above,  whether  found  in  the  hands 
of  millers,  merchants,  traders,  farmers  or  others,  leaving  to 
the  farmers  as  much  as  may  be  sufficient  to  support  their 
families  until  the  first  day  of  August  next  after  such  seizure, 
and  one-third  of  what  shall  be  found  in  their  possession  over 
and  above  the  same  quantity  and  to  all  others  sufficient  only 
for  the  support  of  their  families  during  the  time  aforesaid: 
Provided  always,  That  no  person  or  persons  be  allowed  to  re- 
tain the  said  one-third  part  over  and  above  what  is  necessary 
for  the  support  of  his  or  their  family  unless  the  same  be  of 
his  own  raising  or  growth,  and  in  case  any  debate  shall  arise 
as  to  what  ought  to  be  detained  by  the  owner  it  shall  be 
settled  as  the  price  is  hereinafter  directed  to  be. 

(Section  V,  P.  L.)  Provided  nevertheless,  That  if  any  or 
either  of  the  said  commissioners  in  pursuance  of  this  act  shall 
seize  any  wheat  or  other  necessaries  required  by  this  act  in 
the  hands  or  possession  of  any  tenant,  being  bona  fide  the 
rent  reserved  for  said  land  and  due  in  wheat  or  other  grain 
to  the  landlord,  then  and  in  that  case  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  said  tenant  to  pay  or  tender  in  payment  to  the 
said  landlord  or  to  his  attorney  all  moneys  so  received  for  such 
wheat  or  other  grain  from  said  commissioner,  such  payment 
so  made  or  tendered  to  be  made  shall  be  deemed  good  and 
available  in  law  against  all  further  suit  or  suits  or  other  pro- 
ceedings of  the  said  landlord  for  or  in  recovery  of  any  such 
rent  or  any  part  thereof,  any  law,  custom  or  usage  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding.  ' 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  commissioners  and 
each  of  them -within  the  city  or  county  for  which  they  are 
respectively  appointed  be  authorized  and  required  to  hire,  or, 
if  need  be,  to  seize,  any  mill  or  mills  for  grinding  the  said  wheat 
and  to  hire  or  seize  as  aforesaid  any  storehouses  for  the  safe 
keeping  the  said  wheat  and  flour,  and  to  hire  or,  if  need  be, 
to  impress  any  horses  and  carriages,  boats  and  other  vessels  for 
transporting  the  same  and  to  hire  persons  and  procure  ma- 
terials for  making  sacks,  barrels  or  other  proper  casks  or  boxes 
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for  the  containing  or  transporting  the  same;  to  hire  flit  persons 
for  threshing  out  the  wheat  or  other  grain  above  mentioned,  if 
it  may  be  necessary,  and  in  general  to  do  all  and  everything 
which  may  be  needful  for  the  procuring,  collecting  and  trans- 
porting the  said  wheat  and  flour  and  other  above  enumerated 
articles  to  such  place  or  places  as  are  hereinafter  directed,  and 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  commissioners  to  seize 
and  take  all  wheat,  rye  and  flour  that  has  been  bought  by 
quartermasters,  commissaries,  forage  masters  or  their  depu- 
ties or  persons  acting  under  them,  and  which  is  now  lying  in 
any  mill  or  storehouse,  paying  them  the  money  they  have  ad- 
vanced thereon  or  assuming  the  payment  to  the  persons  of 
whom  the  said  quartermasters  or  commissaries  bought  the 
same,  provided  they  have  not  paid  them,  unless  the  said  com- 
missary shall,  upon  application  made  to  him  by  the  commis- 
sioner, render  an  account  of  the  quantity  of  wheat,  rye,  flour 
or  any  other  grain  by  him  purchased  and  lying  in  said  store- 
house or  mills  and  give  sufficient  assurance  under  his  hand  that 
the  said  wheat,  rye  and  flour  or  other  grain  shall  be  in  twenty 
days  deposited  in  a  proper  magazine  for  the  use  of  the  army. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  price  of  such  articles  shall 
be  ascertained  and  fixed  by  the  said  commissioner  and  party 
or,  in  case  they  cannot  agree,  by  and  with  the  assistance  of 
such  reputable  third  person  not  interested  immediately  in  the 
price  as  may  be  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  next  justice 
of  the  peace,  and  such  price  so  fixed  shall  be  paid  in  ready 
money  or  lawfully  tendered  before  such  wheat  or  flour  or  other 
articles  as  above  so  bought  or  seized  shall  be  removed;  and  the 
said  commissioners  respectively  shall  take  receipts  in  a  proper 
book  for  that  purpose  for  all  moneys  so  paid,  mentioning  the 
quantity  of  such  article  or  articles  so  bought  or  seized  and  the 
price  of  the  same  and  the  name  of  the  person  from  whom 
bought  or  seized  in  words  at  length. 

[Section  VL]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  wheat  and  flour 
and  the  shorts  and  bran  and  other  enumerated  articles,  when 
collected  by  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be 
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transported  and  delivered  by  them  in  such  quantities  and  pro- 
portions and  at  such  times  and  places  as  by  the  supreme  execu- 
tive council  of  this  commonwealth  shall  from  time  [to  time] 
be  ordered  and  required  so  that  the  same  may  be  conveyed  and 
deposited  in  such  place  or  places  within  his  state  as  the  com- 
mander-in-chief shall  appoint  and  direct,  and  the  commission- 
ers shall  employ  proper  wagons  and  carriages  for  transport- 
ing the  said  grain  or  flour,  paying  the  wagoner  or  owner  thereof 
by  the  hundred  weight  or  bushel  per  mile,  they  finding  their 
own  forage  or  paying  the  commissioner  for  any  forage  he  may 
from  time  to  time  supply  them  with  in  order  to  enable  them 
to  transport  said  grain  or  flour. 

[Section  VII. ]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  each  and  every  of  the  said 
commissioners  shall  cease  and  desist  from  purchasing  and  col- 
lecting wheat  and  flour  and  other  articles  by  virtue  of  this 
act  whenever  they  shall  be  ordered  so  to  do  by  the  supreme 
executive  council,  and  the  said  council  shall  superintend  the  said 
purchase  so  as  from  time  to  time  to  direct,  limit,  restrain,  dis- 
miss or  supercede  the  said  commissioners  of  purchase,  or  any 
of  them,  as  shall  in  their  discretion  best  promote  the  public 
service  and  that  the  said  commissioners  and  every  of  them 
be  enjoined  and  required  to  make  monthly  returns  to  the  said 
council  of  their  proceedings  and  of  the  quantities  of  wheat 
and  flour  and  other  articles  procured  by  them  in  pursuance  of 
this  act  and  shall  settle  their  accounts  annually  and  finally 
with  the  committee  of  accounts  of  the  general  assembly. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  any  commissioner  as  afore- 
said who  shall,  after  purchasing  the  articles,  or  any  of  them, 
directed  to  be  purchased  by  this  act,  clandestinely  dispose  of 
or  sell  or  barter  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  shall  deal  on 
his  own  account,  or  on  the  account  of  any  other  person  in 
any  of  the  articles  which  he  shall  be  directed  to  purchase  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  or  shall  deal  in  any  other  article  or  make 
any  purchase  whatever  (otherwise  than  as  herein  directed)  with 
the  money  he  may  be  intrusted  with  by  virtue  of  this  act  or 
shall  lend  out  the  same,  each  commissioner  so  offending  shall, 
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on  conviction  thereof,  by  proof  of  one  or  more  witnesses  before 
any  court  of  quarter  sessions,  forfeit  and  pay  double  the  value 
of  the  article  so  dealt  in  or  the  sum  so  lent  as  aforesaid. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  state  treasurer,  when  he 
issues  any  of  the  money  emitted  by  the  act  of  this  session  for 
emitting  money,  to  the  commissioners  agreeable  to  the  orders 
of  the  supreme  executive  council  shall  number  each  half  sheet 
on  the  margin  and  sign  his  name  in  words  at  length  thereto, 
and  each  commissioner,  at  the  settlement  of  his  accounts,  in 
case  he  has  not  paid  the  whole  away  in  purchases,  shall  return 
the  money  remaining  in  his  hands  in  the  very  identical  sheets 
or  half  sheets  he  received  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  double 
the  sum  so  remaining,  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  commissioners,  for  their 
trouble  and  expense,  exclusive  of  all  costs  for  seizure,  threshing, 
carting,  boating,  storage  and  grinding,  shall  be  allowed  two 
shillings  for  every  barrel  of  flour,  for  every  hundred  bushels 
of  short  forage,  fifteen  shillings;  for  every  ton  of  hay,  seven 
shillings  and  six  pence;  for  every  hundred  bushels  of  salt,  fif- 
teen shillings,  and  five  shillings  for  every  hundred  gallons  of 
rum  or  other  spirits,  and  for  all  moneys  expended  in  the  em- 
ployment of  wagons,  boats  or  carriages  in  transporting  the 
same,  two  and  a  half  per  centum. 

[Section  XI.]  (Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  justices,  sheriffs  and  other 
civil  officers  be  and  they  are  hereby  enjoined  and  required  to 
aid  and  assist  the  said  commissioners  and  every  of  them  to  carry 
this  law  and  the  intention  thereof  into  full  and  speedy  effect. 

[Section  XII.]  (Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  during  the  continuance 
of  this  act  no  quartermaster,  forage  master,  commissary  or  any 
of  their  deputies  or  assistants  or  other  officer  on  the  staff  of 
Congress  be  suffered  or  allowed  to  purchase  any  wheat  or  wheat 
flour  or  other  of  the  above  articles  except  for  their  own  private 
consumption  within  this  state,  upon  pain  of  forfeiting  the  value 
of  the  wheat  or  wheat  flour  or  other  article  so  by  him  or  them 
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purchased,  and  that  any  or  either  of  them  offending  herein 
shall  and  may  be  indicted  in  any  court  of  quarter  sessions  of 
the  peace  in  the  said  city  [or]  any  county  of  this  state,  and, 
being  convicted  thereof,  shall  be  adjudged  to  forfeit  and  pay  to 
the  amount  of  the  value  of  the  said  article  op  articles  so  by  him 
or  them  purchased,  one-half  to  the  use  of  the  informer  and 
the  other  half  to  the  use  of  this  commonwealth,  on  the  trial 
of  which  indictment  the  said  informer  shall  be  received  and 
admitted  as  a  witness. 

Passed  March  23, 1780.  See  the  note  to  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed 
January  2,  1778,  Chapter  782. 


CHAPTER  OMVL 


AN  ACT  FURTHER  TO  CONTINUE  SUCH  PAttTS  OF  AN  ACT  ENTITLED 
"AN  ACT  TO  EMPOWER  THE  SUPREME  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL  AND 
JUSTICES  OF  THE  SUPREME  COURT  TO  APPREHEND  SUSPECTED 
PERSONS,  AND  TO  INCREASE  THE  FINES  TO  WHICH  PERSONS  ARE 
LIABLE  FOR  NEGLECTING  TO  PERFORM  THEIR  TOUR  OF  MILITIA 
DUTY,"  AS  RELATES  TO  THE  APPREHENDING  OF  SUSPECTED  PER- 
SONS." i 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  em- 
power the  supreme  executive  council  and  justices  of  the  su- 
preme court  to  apprehend  supected  persons,  and  to  increase 
the  fines  to  which  persons  are  liable  for  neglecting  to  perform 
their  tour  of  militia  duty,,;  passed  the  tenth  day  of  October 
last,  was,  by  another  act  passed  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of 
November  last,  continued  for  six  months  beyond  the  first  limita- 
tion thereof,  and  the  said  extended  term  will  shortly  expired; 
and  the  powers  and  authorities  by  the  said  act  given  have  been 
found  useful,  and  it  is  proper  the  same  be  further  extended: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  said  act,  as  far  as 

i  Passed  October  10, 1779,  Chapter  865. 
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it  relates  to  the  apprehending  of  suspected  persons  shall  be 
and  the  same  hereby  is  continued  for  six  months  from  and 
after  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  April  next,  unless  the  war  be- 
tween the  United  States  of  America  and  Great  Britain  shall 
sooner  cease. 

Passed  March  24,  1780.    See  the  note  to  the  Act  of  Assembly 
passed  October  10,  1779,  Chapter  865. 


CHAPTER  CMVII. 


AN  ACT  FOR  STRIKING  THE  SUM  OF  ONE  HUNDRED  THOUSAND 
POUNDS  IN  BILLS  OF  CREDIT  FOR  THE  PRESENT  SUPPORT  OF  THE 
ARMY,  AND  FOR  ESTABLISHING  A  FUND  FOR  THE  CERTAIN  RE- 
DEMPTION OF  THE  SAME  AND  FOR  OTHER  PURPOSES  THEREIN 
MENTIONED. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  every  motive  and  consideration 
which  can  interest  the  citizen  and  patriot  do  call  upon  the 
representatives  of  the  freemen  of  this  commonwealth  to  find 
efficacious  and  certain  means  of  procuring  and  providing  an 
immediate  supply  of  provisions  and  other  articles  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  army: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  as  well  for  this  purpose 
as  for  supplying  the  good  people  of  Pennsylvania  with  a 
medium  of  commerce  and  exchange  of  commodities  of  a  stable 
and  solid  nature  from  the  want  of  which  they  already  suffer; 
and  if  the  same  be  not  remedied  may  soon  be  involved  in  great 
difficulties: 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  in  the  embarrassments  of 
trade  occasioned  by  the  present  war  it  is  not  to  be  expected 
that  sufficient  quantities  of  gold  and  silver  money  can  be  pro- 
cured or  retained  in  this  state  for  the  purposes  of  private  deal- 
ing or  public  purchases,  and  this  commonwealth  is  possessed 
of  a  very  considerable  real  estate  which  may  and  part  of  which 
ought  to  be  considered  and  pledged  as  a  fund  [of  credit],  for  re- 
lieving the  public  necessities  and  supplying  the  treasury  at  this 
important  crisis: 
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[Section  L]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  bills  of  credit  to  the 
value  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  shall  be  prepared  and 
printed  on  good  strong  paper,  under  the  care  and  direction  of 
Michael  Shubart,  John  Biddle,  Paul  Cox  and  Isaac  Snowden,  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  gentlemen,  the  cost  and  expense 
whereof  shall  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  of  this  commonwealth 
out  of  any  unappropriated  moneys  in  his  hands,  and  the  said 
bills  of  credit  shall  be  prepared  and  made  in  the  manner  and 
form  following,  that  is  to  say: 

Pennsylvania. 

This  bill  of shillings,  with  annual  interest  at  five 

per  centum  shall  be  redeemed  first  June,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-four  in  silver  dollars  at  seven  shillings  and 
six  pence  each,  by  the  sale  of  land  according  to  act  of  assembly 
of  twenty-fifth  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty,  dated April,  1780. 

And  the  said  bills  shall  have  the  state  arms  as  an  escutcheon 
in  the  margin  thereof,  with  such  other  devices  as  the  said  Mi- 
chael Shubart,  John  Biddle,  Paul  Cox  and  Isaac  Snowden  shall 
think  proper  in  order  to  prevent  counterfeits,  and  to  distin- 
guish their  several  and  respective  denominations,  each  of  which 
bills  shall  be  of  the  several  and  respective  denominations  fol- 
lowing, and  no  other,  that  is  to  say: 

Eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-six  of  the  said  bills 
the  sum  of  five  shillings  each. 

Eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-six  of  the  said  bills 
the  sum  of  ten  shillings  each. 

Eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-six  of  the  said  bills 
the  sum  of  fifteen  shillings  each. 

Eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-six  of  the  said  bills 
the  sum  of  twenty  shillings  each. 

Eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-six  of  the  said  bills 
the  sum  of  thirty  shillings  each. 

Eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-four  of  the  said  bills 
the  sum  of  forty  shillings  each. 
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Eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-six  of  the  said  bills 
the  sum  of  fifty  shillings  each. 

Eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-six  of  the  said  bills 
the  sum  of  sixty  shillings  each. 

And  the  said  Michael  Shubart,  John  Biddle,  Paul  Cox  and 
Isaac  Snowden  shall  use  their  best  care,  attention  and  diligence 
during  the  printing  of  the  said  bills,  that  the  number  and 
amount  thereof  according  to  the  said  several  denominations 
be  not  exceeded  nor  any  clandestine  or  fraudulent  practices 
used  by  the  printer,  his  servants  or  others. 

(Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  for  perfecting  the  said  bills  accord- 
ing to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act: 

[Section  II. ]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  the  said  bills  shall  be  signed  by  two.  of 
the  persons  hereafter  named,  that  is  to  say:  Daniel 
Wister,  Levi  Budd,  Philip  Boehm,  Robert  Cather,  Jede- 
diah  Snowden,  William  Lawrence  Blair,  Elias  Lewis  Trea- 
chel,  John  Miller,  Joseph  Watkins,  John  Knox,  Nathan 
Jones  and  William  Thorne,  who  are  hereby  nominated  and  ap- 
pointed signers  thereof,  and  who  shall,  before  they  receive  or 
sign  any  of  them,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  the  effect  fol- 
lowing: "That  they  shall  well  and  truly  sign  and  number  all 
the  bills  of  credit  that  shall  come  to  their  hands  for  that  pur- 
pose, according  to  the  directions  of  this  act  and  the  same  so 
signed  and  numbered  will  re-deliver  or  cause  to  be  re-delivered 
unto  the  said  Michael  Shubart,  John  Biddle,  Paul  Cox  and  Isaac 
Snowden,  or  any  of  them,  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  thii 
act" 

(Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  to  avoid  the  danger  of  embezzlement 
or  misapplication  of  any  of  the  said  bills  of  credit: 

[Section  III.]  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  said  Michael  Shubart,  John  Biddle,  Paul  Cox  and  Isaac 
Snowden,  after  the  said  bills  shall  be  printed,  shall  deliver  from 
time  to  time  so  many  of  them  to  the  signers  aforesaid,  to  be 
signed  and  numbered  by  parcels  as  they  shall  judge  proper, 
for  which  the  said  signers,  or  some  of  them,  shall  give  their 
receipts;  that  is  to  say,  that  not  more  than  three  thousand 
pounds  of  the  said  bills  shall  remain  in  the  hands  of  any  two 
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of  such  signers  at  the  same  time,  and  so,  from  time  to  time, 
till  the  whole  of  the  said  bills  be  signed;  of  all  which  bills  of 
credit  $o  delivered  to  be  signed  and  numbered  as  aforesaid  a 
true  account  shall  be  kept  by  the  signers  who,  upon  re-delivery 
of  each  or  any  parcel  of  the  said  bills  by  them  signed  and  num- 
bered, shall  have  the  receipt  of  the  said  Michael  Shubart, 
John  Biddle,  Paul  Cox  or  Isaac  Snowden,  to  charge  them  before 
any  committee  of  assembly  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  same. 

(Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  each  of  the  said  signers  shall  have 
ten  shillings  for  every  thousand  of  the  said  bills  by  them  signed 
and  numbered,  and  no  more,  and  the  said  Michael  Shubart, 
John  Biddle,  Paul  Cox  and  Isaac  Snowden  shall  severally  re- 
ceive ten  shillings  per  diem  for  every  day  they  shall  be  em- 
ployed in  the  said  business,  and  the  treasurer  of  this  state  shall, 
for  receiving  and  paying,  have  and  receive  ten  shillings  per  hun- 
dred pounds  for  his  care  and  trouble,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
moneys  struck  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  the  bills  of  credit  hereby  directed 
to  be  prepared  and  made,  as  fast  as  the  same  shall  be  signed, 
numbered  and  perfected  as  aforesaid  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
said  treasurer  by  the  said  Michael  Shubart,  John  Biddle,  Paul 
Cox  and  Isaac  Snowden,  or  any  of  them,  who  shall  give  his  re- 
ceipt or  receipts  for  the  same  and  shall  issue  and  pay  the  same 
according  to  the  drafts  of  the  president  or  vice-president  in 
council  for  the  purposes  hereinafter  mentioned. 

(Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  in  order  that  the  holders  of  the  bills 
of  credit  to  be  struck  and  emitted  by  virtue  of  this  act,  which 
bills  are  hereby  declared  to  be  at  the  rate  of  seven  shillings  and 
six  pence  for  a  milled  dollar  of  the  Spanish  colonies  in  America 
weighing  seventeen  pennyweights  and  six  grains,  may  have 
the  fullest  and  most  perfect  assurance  that  the  same  bills  shall 
be  redeemed,  together  with  an  annual  interest  of  five  per  centum 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-four,  at  the  full  price  at  which  they  are  delivered  out 
in  pursuance  of  this  act,  without  any  deduction  or  delay. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,    That,  together  with  the  guarantee  of  the 
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honor  and  faith  of  Pennsylvania,  which  is  hereby  given,  so 
much  and  such  part  of  the  lots  and  lands  lying  and  being 
within  the  city  of  Philadelphia  belonging  to  the  commonwealth 
and  the  tract  of  lany  known  by  the  name  of  the  Province  island, 
situate  in  the  township  of  Kingsessing,  in  the  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, shall  be,  and  hereby  are  pledged  and  declared  to  be 
the  fund  out  of  which  the  bills  of  credit  aforesaid  to  the  amount 
of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  and  the  interest  aforesaid 
shall  be  redeemed  and  cancelled,  within  the  term  aforesaid. 

[Section  VI. ]  (Sevtion  XI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  for  this  purpose  within  the 
term  aforesaid,  the  president  or  vice-president  in  council,  shall 
expose  to  public  sale  and  sell  such  and  so  many  of  the  said 
lots  and  lands  in  the  said  city,  and  the  said  island  except  the 
hospital  erected  on  the  said  island  and  six  acres  of  land  thereto 
appurtenant  and  adjacent,  and  on  payment  of  the  purchase 
money  shall  make  good  and  effectual  grants  for  the  same  under 
the  great  seal  in  fee  simple  to  the  purchasers  thereof  without 
other  reservation  than  one  acorn  out  of  each  grant,  if  de- 
manded. And  the  said  president  or  vice-president  in  council 
shall  receive  in  payment  for  such  real  estate  so  sold  as  aforesaid 
the  bills  of  credit  issued  by  virtue  of  this  act,  or  such  Spanish 
milled  dollars  as  aforesaid,  or  an  equal  sum  in  gold  or  silver, 
and  no  other  money  whatever,  and  with  the  gold  and  silver  so 
received  shall  redeem  the  said  bills  of  credit,  and  all  of  them 
which  shall  be  brought  in  within  nine  months  after  the  same 
shall  be  called  in  by  public  notice  published,  and  continued  for 
and  during  four  weeks  in  the  public  newspapers  of  this  and  the 
adjoining  states. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  bills  of  credit 
shall  be  and  hereby  are  appropriated  towards  procuring,  pur- 
chasing and  collecting  wheat,  flour  and  other  goods  directed 
to  be  purchased  in  and  by  an  act  of  this  session  of  assembly, 
entitled  "An  act  for  procuring  a  supply  of  provisions  and  other 
necessaries  for  the  use  of  the  army," x  and  for  such  other  uses 
and  purposes  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  army. 


i  Passed  March  23, 1780,  Chapter  905. 
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(Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  it  has  been  the  earnest 
desire  of  the  good  people  of  Pennsylvania  that  all  possible 
justice  should  be  done  to  the  possessors  of  the  bills  of  credit 
which  have  been  issued  by  the  honorable  Congress,  and  to  the 
public  creditors  who  have  advanced  great  sums  of  money  on 
loan  but  the  attainment  thereof  has  not  been  within  the  reach 
of  any  particular  state. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  It  is  therefore  declared 
by  the  representatives  aforesaid  on  behalf  of  Pennsylvania,  that 
this  state  will  most  cheerfully  concur  in  and  adopt  such  reason- 
able and  salutary  measures  as  may  be  proposed  by  Congress 
and  adopted  by  the  several  states  for  the  funding. and  redemp- 
tion of  its  full  proportion  and  share  of  the  bills  of  credit  and 
loan  office  certificates  which  have  been  issued  by  Congress. 

(Section  XV,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  the  honorable  the  Congress 
by  their  act  of  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  February  last,  have  de- 
termined to  leave  in  the  treasury  of  the  several  states  two- 
third  parts  of  the  taxes  by  them  called  for  to  be  raised  monthly 
for  eight  months,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty,  in  order  to  enable  the  said  states  to  purchase  certain 
supplies  of  provisions  and  other  goods,  apportioned  on  and 
requested  of  the  said  states  respectively  for  the  public  service, 
and  the  money  arising  thereon  amounting  to  near  twelve  mil- 
lions of  dollars  will  not  be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  in  case 
such  supplies  can  be  otherwise  procured. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XVI,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  bills  of  credit  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  which  shall  come  into  the  hands  of 
the  treasurer  of  this  state  in  payment  of  the  said  two-thirds 
of  the  state  taxes  to  be  levied  monthly  for  eight  months  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  bills  of  credit 
issued  by  Congress  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  two-thirds  of 
such  taxes  shall  not  be  again  issued,  but  shall  be  detained 
in  the  said  treasurer's  hands  subject  to  the  directions  of  the 
house  of  assembly. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XVI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  publication 
of  this  act,  if  any  person  or  persons  shall,  within  this  state  or 
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elsewhere,  prepare,  engrave,  stamp,  forge  or  print  the  counter- 
feit resemblance  of  any  paper  bills  of  credit  which  shall  be 
issued,  emitted  and  made  in  virtue  of  this  act,  or  shall 
counterfeit  or  sign  the  name  or  names  of  the  signer  or 
signers  of  the  said  bills  of  credit  to  such  counterfeit  bills 
of  credit  with  an  intention  that  such  counterfeit  bills  of 
credit  shall  be  passed  in  payments,  or  received  as  genuine 
and  good  bills,  whether  the  same  be  so  passed  or  received 
or  not;  or  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  in  this  state  pass* 
pay  or  tender  in  payment  any  such  counterfeit  money, 
or  deliver  the  same  to  any  other  person  or  persons  with  an 
intention  that  they  be  passed,  paid  or  received  as  and  for  good 
and  genuine,  knowing  the  same  to  be  forged  or  counterfeited, 
every  such  person  being  thereof  legally  convicted  or  attainted 
in  any  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  within  this  state  by  verdict 
of  a  jury  or  confession  of  the  party  offending,  or  being  indicted 
thereof  shall  stand  mute  or  not  directly  answer  to  the  in- 
dictment, or  shall  peremptorily  challenge  more  than  the 
number  of  twenty  persons  legally  returned  to  be  the  jury  for 
the  trial  of  such  offender,  shall  be  adjudged  a  felon,  and  shall 
suffer  death  without  benefit  of  clergy.  And  if  any  person  or 
persons  shall  countereit  any  of  the  said  bills  of  credit  by  alter- 
ing the  denomination  thereof  with  design  to  increase  the  value 
of  such  bills  or  shall  utter  such  bills  knowing  them  to  be  so 
counterfeited  or  altered  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  be  thereof 
legally  convicted  in  any  court  of  record  in  this  State,  such  per- 
son or  persons  shall  be  sentenced  to  the  pillory,  and  have  both 
his  or  her  ears  cut  off  and  nailed  to  the  pillory,  and  be  publicly 
whipped  on  his  or  her  bare  back  with  thirty-nine  lasheswell  laid 
on,  and  moreover  every  such  offender  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of 
two  thousand  pounds,  lawful  money  of  Pennsylvania  to  be  levied 
on  his  or  her  lands  and  tenements,  goods  and  chattels,the  one 
moiety  to  the  use  of  the  state,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  dis- 
coverer; and  the  offender  shall  pay  to  the  party  grieved  double 
the  value  of  the  damages  thereby  sustained,  together  with  the 
costs  and  charges  of  prosecution;  and  in  case  the  offender  hath 
not  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  discoverer  for  his  or  her  damages 
and  charges,  and  to  pay  the  forfeiture  aforesaid,  in  such  case 


Digitized  by 


Google 


190  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  [1780 

the  offender  shall,  by  order  of  the  court  where  he  or  she  shall 
be  convicted,  be  sold  as  a  servant  for  any  term  not  exceeding 
seven  years  for  satisfaction. 

Passed  March  25,  1780.  See  the  note  to  the  Act  of  Assembly 
passed  March.  5,  1725-26,  Chapter  289,  and  the  Acts  of  Assembly 
passed  December  23,  1780,  Chapter  924;  April  10,  1781,  Chapter  942; 
June  25,  1781,  Chapter  948. 
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Laws  enacted  in  the  third  sitting  of  the  fourth  General  As- 
sembly of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  which  com- 
menced at  Philadelphia  on  Wednesday,  the  tenth  day  of  May, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1780. 


CHAPTER  CMVIII. 


AN  ACT  FOR  THE  GREATER  EASE  OF  THE  MIUTIA  AND  THE  MORE 
SPEEDY  AND  EFFECTUAL  DEFENCE  OF  THIS  STATE. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  it  hath  been  found  by  experience 
that  frequent  calls  of  the  militia  hath  proved  very  inconvenient 
to  the  good  people  of  this  state,  and  especially  in  seed  time 
and  harvest,  when  their  utmost  exertion  is  requisite  for  the  cul- 
tivating of  their  lands  and  gathering  in  the  produce  thereof: 

For  remedy  whereof  and  that  a  body  of  men  may  be  raised 
and  equipped  for  the  defense  of  this  state: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  each  and  every  company  of  militia 
within  this  state  shall,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  June 
next,  provide  or  hire  one  able-bodied  man  not  less  than 
eighteen  or  more  than  forty-five  years  of  age  to  be  formed 
into  a  corps  for  the  above  purpose,  which  shall  be  known  and 
distinguished  by  the  name  of  the  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  no  deserter  from 
the  British  army  or  from  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States 
or  any  wagoner  actually  engaged  for  any  time  in  the  service 
of  said  states  shall  be  enlisted  or  shall  pass  muster  in  the  said 
corps  of  which  requisites  and  exceptions  the  lieutenant  or  sub- 
lieutenant of  the  city,  county  or  districts  for  which  such  volun- 
teer shall  be  procured  shall  be  judge. 

(Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  that  the  terms  and  continuance  of 
enlistment  may  be  fully  known  and  understood: 
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[Section  II.]  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  every  person  engaged  in  said  service  shall  sign  an  enlist- 
ment in  the  following  terms,  viz. :  "I,  A.  B.,  having  engaged  to 

serve  as  a  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  for  the company  of 

the battalion  of  militia,  of  the  county  of , 

in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  do  hereby  engage  to  be  true  and 
faithful  in  the  said  service  until  the  fifteenth  day  of  January 
next,  unless  sooner  discharged,  and  to  be  obedient  to  the  au- 
thority of  said  state  and  my  superior  officers,  according 
to  the  rules  and  discipline  of  war  and  the  establishment  of 
the  corps  in  which  I  am  now  entered,"  which  said  enlistment 
signed  by  two  witnesses  shall  be  transmitted  by  the  captain  or 
commanding  officer  of  such  company  to  the  lieutenant  or  sub- 
lieutenant within  whose  jurisdiction  such  company  may  be 
within  two  days  next  thereafter,  who  within  three  days  after 
the  receipt  thereof  shall  transmit  a  certified  copy  of  such  en- 
listment to  the  commanding  officer  of  that  part  of  the  said  corps 
raised  within  his  jurisdiction  and  shall  also  transmit  therewith 
an  order  to  said  officer  to  rendezvous  his  men  so  enlisted  with 
all  possible  expedition  at  a  certain  day  and  place,  that  they  may 
pass  muster  and  proceed  on  service. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  taxable  person  enrolled  in 
any  company  of  militia  within  this  tate  or  any  other  taxable  in- 
habitant residing  within  the  limitsof  thesaid  company  shall  neg- 
lect or  refuse  to  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  company  a  proportionable  share  of  the  sum  necessary  to  hire 
and  procure  such  volunteer,  then  the  lieutenant  of  said  com- 
pany and  two  freeholders  chosen  for  that  purpose  by  a  majority 
of  the  same  shall  assess  and  levy  a  proportionable  part  of  said 
sum  on  such  person  or  person  so  refusing  having  due  regard 
to  the  ability  of  each  person  as  well  officer  as  private.  And 
the  lieutenant  or  sub-lieutenant  of  the  city  or  county,  where 
such  person  or  persons  may  reside  shall  issue  his  warrant  and 
cause  the  same  to  be  levied  as  the  militia  fines  and  penalties 
are  levied  and  collected. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  company  of  militia  of 
this  state  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  furnish  such  volunteer,  the 
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captain  or  commanding  officer  thereof  shall  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  and  required  to  hire  or  furnish  a  volunteer  as  above 
for  such  company  and  with  the  assistance  of  two  freeholders 
assess  and  levy  the  hire  of  such  volunteer  with  the  expense 
and  charges  of  levying  and  collecting  the  same  on  all  taxable 
inhabitants  residing  within  the  limits  of  said  company;  and 
in  case  the  captain  or  commanding  officer  of  any  such  com- 
pany refuse  or  neglect  so  to  do,  or  if  any  company  should  be 
without  such  officer,  then  the  lieutenant  or  sub-lieutenant, 
where  the  same  shall  happen  shall,  with  all  convenient  speed, 
hire  or  procure  such  volunteer  and  annex  him  to  his  respective 
corps  and  shall  charge  the  whole  expense  of  procuring  such 
volunteer  on  said  company,  and  shall  cause  the  same  to  be 
levied  and  collected  as  other  fines  and  penalties  are  directed  to 
be  by  the  militia  law  of  this  state. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  president  or  vice-president 
in  council  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  organize  and 
form  the  said  volunteers  into  one  or  more  regiments  or  corps, 
as  in  his  discretion  he  shall  think  necessary,  and  arm  and  equip 
them  with  the  public  arms  of  this  state  and  appoint  and  com- 
mission such  and  so  many  officers  from  each  county  as  such  es- 
tablishment may  require;  which  said  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  shall  receive  the  same  pay  and  rations  as 
the  troops  for  the  time  aforesaid  shall  receive  in  the  federal 
army. 

[Section  VI. ]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  several  captains  or  com- 
manding officers  of  the  companies  of  militia  shall  notify  their 
respective  companies  to  meet  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of 
June  next,  to  carry  the  said  act  as  far  as  it  concerns  them  into 
execution,  and  every  person  neglecting  or  refusing  shall  be  li- 
able to  the  same  fines  and  penalties  as  is  directed  for  non-at- 
tendance on  muster  days  by  the  militia  law  of  this  state. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  so  engaging  as 
a  volunteer  and  being  required  by  the  lieutenant  or  sub-lieu- 
tenant of  the  city  or  of  any  county  of  this  state  to  march  to 
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the  place  of  rendezvous  shall  neglect  or  refuse  so  to  do,  or  shall 
withdraw  himself  or  desert  from  the  said  service,  or  sell  or 
embezzle  the  arms  or  accoutrements  or  any  part  of  them  pro- 
vided for  him  as  aforesaid,  such  volunteer  shall  be  subject  to 
such  punishments  as  are  inflicted  for  the  like  offenses  in  the 
federal  army,  the  trial  to  be  had  as  is  directed  by  the  militia 
law  of  this  state. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  lieutenant  or  sub-lieu- 
tenant of  the  city  or  any  county  of  this  state  shall  neglect 
or  refuse  to  do  the  duties  of  him  or  them  herein  required,  they 
shall  be  fined  for  every  such  offense  at  the  discretion  of  the 
president  or  vice-president  in  council.  And  if  any  captain  or 
lieutenant  or  commanding  officer  of  any  company  or  any  person 
appointed  to  assess  or  collect  the  charge  of  hire  of  any  of  the 
said  volunteers  neglect  or  refuse  to  do  the  duties  required  of 
them  according  to  the  directions  of  this  act  they  shall  be  fined 
by  the  lieutenant  or  sub-lieutenant  of  the  city  or  county  where 
the  offense  shall  happen  as  collectors  of  the  public  state  tax 
are  or  may  be  on  neglect  or  refusal  to  do  the  duties  of  them 
required. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  president  or  vice-president 
in  council  is  hereby  authorized  to  issue  such  orders  to  the  com- 
missioners of  purchase,  or  other  person  in  any  county  of  this 
state  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  proper  subsistence  of  said 
troops  while  continued  in  service. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  persons  engaged  in  this 
corps  of  Pennsylvania  volunteers  shall  be  exempted  from  being 
charged  with  or  paying  any  state  or  other  tax  levied  during  the 
time  of  their  service  as  above. 

(Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  construed  or  understood  to  prevent  the  re- 
duction or  discharge  of  the  said  volunteers  by  the  president 
or  vice-president  in  council  at  any  time  before  the  expiration 
of  the  term  of  enlistment. 

(Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  since  the  third  reading  of  this 
act  fresh  information  of  the  increasing  dangers  and  distresses 
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which  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontier  counties  are  exposed  to 
from  the  incursions  of  the  Indians  has  been  laid  before  this 
assembly,  from  which  there  is  reason  to  conclude  that  one 
man  to  be  raised  from  each  company  of  militia  as  provided  for 
in  the  former  part  of  this  act  will  not  be  sufficient  to  answer  the 
good  purposes  expected  therefrom;  therefore, 

[Section  XL]  (Section  XV,  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  one  other  volunteer  be  hired  by  each 
company  of  militia  within  this  state  in  addition  to  the  one 
already  directed  to  be  raised,  at  the  time  and  place  and  in 
the  manner  as  is  hereinbefore  directed;  and  that  all  and  every 
part  of  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  the  said  addi- 
tional volunteers  as  fully  as  if  this  act  had  above  directed  that 
each  and  every  company  of  the  militia  within  this  state  should 
provide  or  hire  two  able-bodied  men. 

Passed  May  26, 1780.  See  the  note  to  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed 
March  20,  1780,  Chapter  902;  and  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  Sep- 
tember 29, 1787,  Chapter  1319.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  390,  &c 


CHAPTER  OMIX. 


A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  AN  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  COMPEL  THE  SET- 
TLEMENT OP  THE  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS,"  l  AND  FOR  OTHER  PUR- 
POSES THEREIN  MENTIONED. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
compel  the  settlement  of  the  public  accounts,"  *  passed  on  the 
first  day  of  March  last,  it  is  enacted  "That  in  any  case  wherein 
it  shall  appear  that  a  balance  of  moneys  shall  be  due  by  any 
person  or  persons  to  this  commonwealth  the  said  auditors,  or 
any  two  of  them,  shall  direct  that  payment  thereof  be  made  to 
the  treasurer  of  this  state;  and  the  certificates  of  the  said 
auditors,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  be  conclusive  evidence  in 
an  action  of  debt,  at  the  suit  of  the  commonwealth,  against 
any  person  or  persons  of  the  sums  of  money  which  such  person 

"""'         1  Passed  March  1,  1780,  Chapter  882.  ~~~  ~     ~~~  ~ 
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or  persons  owe  or  may  be  indebted  to  the  commonwealth,  and 
no  setoff  or  deduction  from  the  same  shall  be  admitted,"  by 
which  manner  of  recovering  such  balance  of  moneys  due  to  this 
commonwealth  great  delays  may  be  occasioned: 

Therefore: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  where  a  balance  of  moneys  shall 
be  due  by  any  person  or  persons  to  this  commonwealth  the  au- 
ditors appointed  by  the  above-mentioned  act,  or  any  two  of 
them,  shall  grant  execution  thereupon  directed  to  the  sheriff 
of  the  city  or  county  where  the  defendant  or  person  from  whom 
a  balance  of  such  moneys  shall  be  due  to  this  state  shall  be  or 
reside  or  where  such  person  or  persons,  lands  or  tenements 
shall  lie,  commanding  the  said  sheriff  to  levy  the  said  debt  or 
balance  due  and  costs  on  the  defendant's  goods  and  chattels, 
lands  and  tenements,  who,  by  virtue  thereof,  shall  expose  the 
same  to  sale  by  public  vendue,  returning  the  overplus,  if  any, 
to  the  defendant  and  for  want  of  such  sufficient  distress  to 
take  the  body  of  the  said  defendant  and  him  safely  to  keep 
in  the  common  gaol  of  the  city  or  county  where  such  defendant 
shall  be  found  until  the  said  sum  of  money,  with  costs,  be  paid. 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  the  fines  imposed  by  law  on 
delinquent  collectors  of  public  taxes  have  been  found  to  be 
insufficient  and  the  collectors  of  fines  incurred  by  the  non-per- 
formance of  militia  duties  are  not  subject  to  any  penalty  for 
neglects  or  omissions: 

Therefore: 

[Section  II.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  appointed  or  to  be  ap- 
pointed collector  of  any  state,  county  or  other  public  tax  im- 
posed by  any  law  of  this  state  now  in  force  shall,  after  notice 
of  his  appointment,  refuse  or  neglect  to  do  and  perform  the 
duties  required  of  him  by  such  law,  then  and  in  such  case  the 
commissioners  and  assessors  of  the  city  or  county  where  such 
neglect  or  refusal  shall  happen,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall 
fine  such  delinquent  collector  in  any  sum  not  less  than  five 
hundred  pounds  nor  more  than  one  thousand  pounds,  to  be 
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recovered  and  applied  as  other  fines  are  directed  by  the  law 
under  which  such  collector  doth  act,  and  the  said  commission- 
ers and  assessors  shall  appoint  other  collectors  in  the  room 
and  stead  of  such  delinquents. 

(Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  the  present  allowance  Of 
two  dollars  for  every  hundred  pounds  which  was  allowed  the 
county  treasurers  by  an  act  of  assembly,  entitled  "An  act  for 
raising  the  additional  sum  of  five  millions  seven  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  for  the  current  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-nine,"  *  passed  the  tenth  day  of  October,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine  is  not  sufficient  for  their 
services  and  risk: 

(Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  exigencies  of  the  times 
require  their  making  more  frequent  payments  into  the  state 
treasury  and  it  is  just  and  proper  to  enable  them  better 
to  bear  the  expenses  of  traveling: 

[Section  III.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  they  shall  and  are  hereby  allowed  two 
dollars  in  addition  to  their  former  allowance  made  by  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  for  raising  the  additional  sum  of  five  millions 
seven  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  current  year,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,"  *  and  the  same  allow- 
ance of  two  dollars  in  every  one  hundred  pounds  is  hereby  given 
to  them  for  receiving  and  paying  all  the  moneys  collected  by  the 
monthly  taxes  now  ordered  to  be  levied  and  collected. 

And  to  encourage  the  collectors  to  be  very  diligent  and  spend 
the  whole  of  their  time  in  that  service: 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  the  collectors  of  the  five  millions  seven 
hundred  thousand  dollars  tax  and  all  the  monthly  taxes  be  al- 
lowed the  further  sum  of  six  pence  in  the  pound  in  addition 
to  that  already  allowed. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  whose  duty  it 
may  be  to  collect  the  fines  incurred  by  the  neglect  or  non-per- 
formance of  militia  duties  as  required  by  the  militia  law  of 
this  state  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  do  and  perform  all  or  any 
l  Chapter  866. 
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of  the  duties  required  by  the  said  law  or  shall  refuse  or  neglect 
to  settle  his  duplicate  and  pay  the  moneys  due  to  the  lieutenant 
or  sub-lieutenants  agreeably  to  the  direction  of  his  warrant 
within  ten  days  after  being  required  by  the  said  lieutenant  or 
sub-lieutenants,  then  and  in  such  case  the  lieutenant  or  sub- 
lieutenant of  the  city  or  county  where  such  neglect  or  refusal 
shall  happen  with  the  assistance  of  two  justices  of  the  peace  of 
the  said  city  or  county  shall  fine  such  delinquent  collector  in 
any  sum  not  less  than  five  hundred  pounds  nor  more  than  one 
thousand  pounds,  to  be  recovered  and  applied  in  the  same 
manner  as  other  fines  are  directed  to  be  recovered  and  applied 
by  the  said  law. 

(Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  collecting  of  the  taxes 
already  laid  or  to  be  hereafter  assessed  or  laid  on  account  of 
the  want  of  a  sufficient  quantity  of  cash  among  the  poorer 
people  of  this  state  and  such  as  live  at  great  distances  from 
market  may  greatly  distress  such  people: 

Therefore: 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  XI,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  the  commissioners  of  purchases  for  this 
state  shall,  for  their  respective  city  or  counties,  appoint  a  mill 
or  other  fit  place  or  places  in  each  township  or  district  of  this 
state,  with  a  suitable  person  at  such  mill  or  place,  to  receive 
wheat  flour  and  other  supplies  for  the  army,  and  also  give 
notice  to  the  treasurer  of  each  county  in  writing  of  the  name 
of  the  person  and  place  or  places  so  appointed. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  such  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  state  as  shall  carry  their  wheat  flour  or  other  supplies 
for  the  army  to  the  said  mill  or  other  place  so  appointed  and 
sell  the  same  to  the  commissioner  of  purchases  or  to  the  person 
aforesaid  duly  appointed  by  such  commissioner  his  receipt  shall 
be  received  by  the  collector  of  such  township  or  district  in 
discharge  of  the  public  taxes  hereafter  to  be  paid. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  notes  or  certificates 
which  remain  unpaid  signed  by  the  commissary  general  of 
purchases  or  quartermaster  general  or  by  their  agents  or  per- 
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sons  appointed  by  them  to  purchase  articles  or  supplies  for  the 
army  of  the  United  States  shall  be  received  by  the  collectors  of 
the  several  townships  and  districts  of  this  state  in  the  pay- 
ment of  any  state  or  continental  tax  due  to  the  first  day  of 
March  last  from  the  persons  in  whose  names  they  have  been 
given  and  the  county  treasurers  shall  receive  the  same  in  such 
payment  as  aforesaid  from  such  collector.  Provided,  the  per- 
sons paying  in  the  said  notes  or  certificates  indorse  the  same  to 
the  collectors  who  receive  them  and  also  take  an  oath  or  affirma- 
tion before  a  magistrate  that  they  have  been  obtained  for  the 
value  and  the  articles  therein  expressed  and  delivered  for  the 
use  of  the  United  States  and  for  which  no  payment  hath  been 
made,  which  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  indorsed  on  each  note 
or  certificate. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  such  note  or  certificate 
held  by  any  person  shall  exceed  the  amount  of  the  taxes  due 
from  such  person  at  the  time  they  are  paid  in,  the  collector  of 
the  said  tax  shall  give  his  receipt  to  the  person  paying  in  such 
note  or  certificate  for  the  surplusage  thereof,  and  the  said  re- 
ceipt shall  be  a  discharge  for  so  much  of  his  further  state  taxes 
as  the  same  with  interest  at  six  per  centum  until  discounted 
shall  amount  to. 

(Section  XV,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  such  receipt  cor- 
respond with  the  entry  which  shall  be  made  thereof  in  the  said 
treasurer's  books,  who  is  hereby  enjoined  and  required,  on  re- 
ceiving such  notes  or  certificates  from  the  said  collectors,  to 
keep  a  fair  and  true  record  of  all  such  sums  as  they  may  con- 
tain over  and  above  the  amount  of  the  tax  charged  against 
such  person  in  whose  favor  they  have  been  received,  noting  alsa 
the  name  of  such  person  and  shall  discount  the  amount  of 
such  surplus,  with  the  interest  thereon,  to  the  collector  of  the 
next  or  other  subsequent  [state]  tax  in  whose  tax  roll  such 
person  shall  be  charged. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  state  treasurer  shall  re- 
ceive such  notes  and  certificates  so  endorsed  as  above  from 
the  county  treasurers  and  shall  deliver  them  to  the  principal 
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of  the  respective  departments  from  whom  payment  is  due,  or 
to  their  agents  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  shall  take  re- 
ceipts from  the  said  principals  or  from  their  agents,  making 
their  principals  accountable  for  the  amount  of  the  notes  or 
certificates  paid  in  as  aforesaid,  with  the  interest  thereon  al- 
lowed and  due,  and  shall  lodge  the  same  with  the  board  of 
treasury  that  this  state  may  have  proper  credit  for  the  same. 

Passed  May  30,  1780.  See  the  note  to  the  Act  of  Assembly 
passed  March  1, 1780,  Chapter  882.  The  Act  in  the  text  was  repealed 
by  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  April  13,  1782,  Chapter  970.  Re- 
corded L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  391,  &c. 


CHAPTER  CMX. 


A  FURTHER  SUPPLEMENT  TO  AN  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  REG- 
ULATING AND  CONTINUING  THE  NIGHTLY  WATCH,  ENLIGHTENING 
THE  STREETS,  LANES  AND  ALLEYS  IN  THE  CITY  OF  PHILADEL- 
PHIA AND  FOR  OTHER  PURPOSES  THEREIN  MENTIONED;i  AND  TO 
AN  ACT  WHICH  IS  A  SUPPLEMENT  THERETO,2  PASSED  IN  THE  YEAR 
OF  OUR  LORD  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY-SIX. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  by  an  act  as  a  further  supple- 
ment to  the  aforesaid  acts  of  general  assembly,  passed  the  fifth 
day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-nine,  by  reason  of  the  increase  of  watchmen 
and  workmen's  wages,  excessive  high  price  of  oil  and  materials, 
it  was  found  expedient  and  necessary  that  further  provision 
should  be  made  to  enable  the  wardens  and  assessors  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  to  raise  and  levy  an  additional  tax  not  ex- 
ceeding six  pence  in  the  pound  on  the  inhabitants  and  on  all 
the  estates,  real  and  personal,  and  to  authorize  their  treasurer 
to  receive  the  rents  and  income  of  the  market  houses,  ferries, 
wharves  and  public  landing  places,  within  the  bounds  and 
limits  of  the  said  city,  to  the  end  the  difficulties  under  which 
the  wardens  then  labored  might  be  in  some  measure  removed 

i  Passed  March  9, 1771,  Chapter  636. 
*  Passed  April  6,  1776,  Chapter  719. 
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and  the  nightly  watch  so  necessary  might  be  kept  up  and  con- 
tinued; and  as  the  said  recited  act  expires  with  the  present 
sitting  of  the  general  assembly  the  same  difficulties  would 
again  occur: 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this 
act  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  wardens  of  the  said  city 
to  let  or  demise  the  market  houses,  ferries,  wharves  and  pub- 
lic landing  places,  and  they  with  the  assessors  of  the  said 
city,  to  raise  and  levy  an  additional  rate  not  exceeding  sixpence 
in  the  pound  on  the  inhabitants  and  on  all  estates  real  and  per- 
sonal and  taxables  within  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  to  be 
levied  and  collected  in  the  same  manner,  by  the  same  per- 
sons and  for  the  same  uses  as  directed  in  and  by  two  several 
acts  of  general  assembly,  the  one  passed  the  ninth  day  of 
March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-one,  and  the  other  passed  the  sixth  day  of  April, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-six,  for  regulating  and  continuing  the  nightly  watch, 
enlightening  the  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  over 
and  above  the  rates  and  sums  of  money  thereby  authorized  to  be 
raised,  levied  and  collected;  and  to  authorize  their  treasurer  to 
receive  the  rents  of  the  market  houses,  ferries,  wharves  and 
public  landing  places  and  all  other  the  income,  fines,  forfeitures 
and  emoluments  which  were  formerly  received  by  the  treasurer 
or  the  mayor  and  commonalty  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  the  clerk  of  the  market  for  the  time 
being  shall  collect  the  rents  of  the  market  houses,  stalls  and 
stands  in  the  market  places  as  they  become  due  quarterly,  and 
in  arrear,  and  after  deducting  the  costs  and  charges  of  repair 
(to  be  allowed  of  by  the  said  wardens)  and  his  accustomed  fees 
for  collecting  shall  pay  the  overplus,  together  with  the  moneys 
already  collected  for  rent  and  in  his  hands  to  the  treasurer 
of  the  wardens  and  assessors  for  the  time  being  (whose  receipt, 
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which  he  is  hereby  required  to  give,  shall  be  a  sufficient  dis- 
charge for  any  sum  of  money  so  paid),  under  such  penalty  as 
the  city  court  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  shall  judge  proper  to 
inflict. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  owners  and  occupiers  of 
the  several  ferries,  wharves  and  public  landing  places  within 
the  said  city  shall,  from  time  to  time,  pay  their  respective  rents 
as  they  become  due  to  the  treasurer  of  the  wardens  and  assess- 
ors of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  for  the  time  being  (whose  receipt, 
which  he  is  hereby  required  to  give,  shall  be  a  sufficient  dis- 
charge to  him  or  them  for  the  sum  of  money  so  paid),  under 
the  penalty  of  treble  the  amount  of  the  said  rents  for  every 
neglect  or  refusal. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  other  person  who  shall 
have  or  receive  or  get  into  his  custody  or  possession  any  moneys 
in  virtue  of  this  act  and  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  same  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  wardens  and  assessors  within  ten  days 
such  person  shall  for  every  neglect  or  refusal,  forfeit  and  pay 
after  the  same  shall  come  into  his  custody  or  possession,  every 
treble  the  amount  of  such  suum  or  sums  of  money  so  by  him 
collected  and  received,  and  the  said  treasurer  is  hereby  re- 
quired to  give  receipts  for  the  moneys  so  by  him  received, 
whose  receipt  shall  be  a  sufficient  discharge  to  the  persons 
paying  the  same. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  moneys  which  shall  be 
received  by  the  treasurer  of  the  wardens  and  assessors  afore- 
said by  virtue  of  this  act  and  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supple- 
ment, shall  be  disposed  of  by  the  wardens,  or  a  majority  of 
them,  and  applied  to  the  same  uses  and  purposes  as  mentioned 
and  specified  in  an  act  of  general  assembly  passed  the  ninth 
day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-one,  entitled  "An  act  for  regulating  and  con- 
tinuing the  nightly  watch,  enlightening  the  streets,  lanes  and 
alleys  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned."  * 


i  Ante. 
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[Section  VI.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  wardens  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  for  the  time  being  are  hereby  empowered  to  pur- 
chase a  lot  of  ground  on  the  north  side  of  Sassafras  street,  ad- 
joining the  public  wharf  at  the  end  of  the  said  street  on  the 
river  Delaware,  in  the  said  city,  and  to  take  a  deed  or  deeds  for 
the  same  in  their  names  as  wardens  for  the  use  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  to  be  annexed  to  and  made  use  of  as  a  public 
wharf  at  the  end  of  the  said  street  for  such  estate  and  estates, 
term  or  time  as  the  same  can  or  may  be  legally  granted  and 
conveyed. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  Provided  always  and  be 
it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  nothing  in  this  act 
shall  extend  or  be  construed  to  extend  to  the  estate  and  in- 
terest formerly  held  by  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, usually  called  the  middle  ferry  on  Schuylkill,  for  the  space 
of  one  year  from  the  first  day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty,  to  the  first  day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-one,  unless  the  wardens  of  the  said  city  shall 
undertake  and  engage  with  the  president  or  vice-president  in 
council  to  keep  and  maintain,  at  their  own  expense,  the  bridge 
now  erected  over  Schuylkill  in  good  repair  for  the  passage  of 
men,  horses  and  carriages  during  the  said  term. 

[Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  provided  also,  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  extend  to  the  annulling  or  making  void  any 
contract  or  engagement  made  by  the  authority  of  the  supreme 
executive  council  with  the  quartermaster  general  of  the  United 
States  for  the  passage  of  men,  horses  or  carriages  in  the  im- 
mediate service  of  the  United  States. 

Passed  May  30,  1780.  See  the  note  to  the  Act  of  Assembly 
passed  March  9#  1771,  Chapter  636.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p. 
393,  &c 
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CHAPTEE  CMXI. 


AN  ACT  TO  SUSPEND  THE  OPERATION  FOR  A  LIMITED  TIME  OP  THE 
SEVERAL  LAWS  OP  THIS  COMMONWEALTH  FOR  MAKING  THE  BILLS 
OP  CREDIT  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES  A  LEGAL  TENDER  IN  THE  PAY- 
MENT OP  DEBTS  EQUAL  TO  GOLD  AND  SILVER,  l 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  certain  of  the  bills  of  credit 
emitted  by  the  honorable  the  Congress  of  the  United  Colonies 
or  States  of  America  have  hitherto  been  by  the  laws  of  this 
state  a  legal  tender  in  the  payment  of  all  debts,  dues  and 
contracts  equal  to  gold  and  silver:  And  whereas,  the  total 
repeal  of  the  said  acts  or  the  further  continuance  of  the  said 
bills  as  a  legal  tender  equal  to  gold  and  silver  might,  in  the 
present  situation  of  affairs,  be  attended  with  many  and  great 
inconveniences: 

For  remedy  whereof  and  until  some  mode  more  suited  to  the 
interest  and  circumstances  of  the  parties  concerned  be  devised: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this 
act  so  much  of  the  several  acts  of  assembly  of  this  state  as 
make  the  said  bills  of  credit  a  legal  tender  equal  to  gold  and 
silver  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  suspended  for  and  during 
the  space  of  three  months,  and  from  thence  until  the  end  of 
the  next  sitting  of  the  general  assembly. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  this 
act,  nor  anything  herein  contained,  shall  extend  or  be  con- 
strued to  extend  to  any  debt,  contract,  bargain  or  agreement 
had,  made  or  entered  into  since  the  first  day  of  November,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  or  to  any  debt  or 
demand  whereupon  any  distress  [may]  be  made  or  upon  which 
any  action  or  suit  shall  be  commenced  in  any  court  of  law 
within  this  state,  or  to  any  sheriff,  attorney  in  law  or  fact, 

i  See  Act  of  January  29,  1777,  Chapter  738. 
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executor,  guardian  or  other  person  having  received  money  by 
legal  authority  in  right  of  another,  but  that  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  to  make  payment  in  all  such  cases  as  might  have 
been  done  before  the  passing  this  act. 

Passed  May  31,  1780.  See  the  notes  to  the  Act  of  Assembly 
passed  March  6,  1725-26,  Chapter  289;  January  29,  1777,  Chapter 
738;  and  the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  June  1,  1780,  Chapter  912; 
September  22,  1780,  Chapter  918;  December  22,  1780,  Chapter  923; 
June  21,  1781,  Chapter  945.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  394,  &c. 


CHAPTER  CMXIL 


AN  ACT  FOR  FUNDING  AND  REDEEMING  THE  BILiLS  OF  CREDIT  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  AND  FOR  PROVIDING  MEANS  TO 
BRING  THE  PRESENT  WAR  TO  A  HAPPY  CONCLUSION. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  honorable  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  by  their  act  of  the  eighteenth  day 
of  March  last,  have  resolved  and  recommended  to  the  several 
states  in  the  words  following,  That  is  to  say:  These  United 
States  having  been  driven  into  this  just  and  necessary  war  at 
a  time  when  no  regular  [civil]  governments  were  established 
of  sufficient  energy  to  enforce  the  collection  of  taxes  or  to 
provide  funds  for  the  redemption  of  such  bills  of  credit  as 
their  necessities  obliged  them  to  issue,  and  before  the  powers 
of  Europe  were  sufficiently  convinced  of  the  justice  of  their 
cause  or  of  the  probable  event  of  the  controversy  to  afford 
them  aid  or  credit,  in  consequence  of  which  their  bills  increas- 
ing in  quantity  beyond  the  sum  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
a  circulating  medium  and  wanting  at  the  same  time  specific 
funds  to  rest  on  for  their  redemption,  they  have  seen  them 
daily  sink  in  value,  notwithstanding  every  effort  that  has  been 
made  to  support  the  same,  insomuch  that  they  are  now  passed 
by  common  consent  in  most  parts  of  these  United  States  at 
least  thirty-nine  fortieths  below  their  nominal  value,  and  still 
remain  in  a  state  of  depreciation,  whereby  the  community 
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suffers  great  injustice,  the  public  finances  are  deranged  and 
tiie  necessary  dispositions  for  the  defense  of  the  country  are 
much  impeded  and  perplexed;  and  as  effectually  to  remedy  these 
evils  for  which  [purpose]  the  United  States  are  now  become 
competent,  their  independence  being  well  assured,  their  civil 
governments  established  and  vigorous  and  the  spirit  of  their 
citizens  ardent  for  exertions,  it  is  necessary  speedily  to  reduce 
the  quantity  of  the  paper  medium  in  circulation  and  to  estab- 
lish and  appropriate  funds  that  shall  ensure  the  punctual  re- 
demption of  the  bills: 

Therefore: 

Resolved,  That  the  several  states  continue  to  bring  into  the 
continental  treasury,  by  taxes  or  otherwise,  their  full  quotas 
of  fifteen  million  of  dollars  monthly,  as  assigned  them  by  the 
resolution  of  the  seventh  day  of  October,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-nine,  a  clause  in  the  resolve  of  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  February  last  for  relinquishing  two-thirds  of  the 
said  quotas  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and  that  the 
states  be  forthwith  called  on  to  make  provision  for  continuing 
to  bring  into  the  said  treasury  their  like  quotas  monthly  to 
the  month  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one, 
inclusive: 

That  silver  and  gold  be  receivable  in  payment  of  the  said 
quotas  at  the  rate  of  one  Spanish  milled  dollar  in  lieu  of  forty 
dollars  of  the  bills  now  in  circulation. 

That  the  said  bills  as  paid  in,  except  for  the  months  of  Janu- 
ary and  February  past,  which  may  be  necessary  for  the  dis- 
charge of  past  contracts,  be  not  reissued  but  destroyed. 

That  as  fast  as  the  said  bills  shall  be  brought  in  to  be  de- 
stroyed and  funds  shall  be  established  as  hereafter  mentioned 
for  other  bills,  other  bills  be  issued  not  to  exceed  on  any 
account  one-twentieth  part  of  the  nominal  sum  of  the  bills 
brought  in  to  be  destroyed. 

That  the  bills  which  shall  be  issued  be  redeemable  in  specie 
within  six  years  after  the  present,  and  bear  an  interest  at  the 
rate  of  five  per  centum  per  annum,  to  be  paid  also  in  specie 
at  the  redemption  of  the  bills  or  the  election  of  the  holder  an- 
nually at  the  respective  continental  loan  offices  in  sterling  bills 
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of  exchange  drawn  by  the  United  States  on  their  commissioners 
in  Europe  at  four  shillings  and  six  pence  sterling  per  dollar. 

That  the  said  new  bills  issue  on  the  funds  of  individual  states 
for  that  purpose  established,  and  to  be  signed  by  persons  ap- 
pointed by  them,  and  that  the  faith  of  the  United  States  be  also 
pledged  for  the  payment  of  the  said  bills  in  case  any  state 
on  whose  funds  they  shall  be  emitted  should,  by  the  events  of 
war,  be  rendered  incapable  to  redeem  them,  which  undertaking 
of  the  United  States  and  that  of  drawing  bills  of  exchange  for 
payment  of  interest  as  aforesaid  shall  be  endorsed  on  the  bills 
to  be  emitted  and  signed  by  a  commissioner  to  be  appointed  by 
Congress  for  that  purpose. 

That  the  face  of  the  bills  to  be  emitted  read  as  follows,  viz.: 

The  possessor  of  this  bill  shall  be  paid Spanish 

milled  dollars  by  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  one  thousand 
$  even  hundred  and  eighty-six,  with  interest  in  like  money  at  the 

rate  of  five  per  centum  per  annum  by  the  state  of , 

according  to  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  said  state  of  the 

day  of ,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 

and  eighty. 

And  the  indorsement  shall  be  as  follows,  viz. : 

The  United  States  ensure  the  payment  of  the  within  bill 
and  will  draw  bills  of  exchange  for  the  interest  annually  if 
demanded,  according  to  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  eigh- 
teenth day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty, 

That  the  said  new  bills  shall  be  struck  under  the  direction 
of  the  board  of  treasury  in  due  proportion  for  each  state  ac 
cording  to  their  said  monthly  quotas  and  lodged  in  the  conti- 
nental loan  offices  in  the  respective  states  where  the  commis- 
sioners to  be  appointed  by  Congress,  in  conjunction  with  such 
persons  as  the  respective  states  appoint,  shall  attend  the  sign- 
ing of  the  said  bills,  which  shall  be  completed  no  faster  than 
in  the  aforesaid  proportion  of  one  to  twenty  of  the  other  bills 
brought  in  to  be  destroyed  and  which  shall  be  lodged  for  that 
purpose  in  the  said  loan  offices. 

That  as  the  said  new  bills  are  signed  and  completed  the 
states,  respectively,  on  whose  funds  they  issue  receive  six-tenths 
of  them,  and  that  the  remainder  be  subject  to  the  orders  of 
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the  United  States  and  credited  to  the  states  on  whose  funds 
they  are  issued,  the  accounts  whereof  shall  be  adjusted  agree- 
ably to  the  resolution  of  the  sixth  day  of  October,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine. 

That  the  said  new  bills  be  receivable  in  payment  of  the  said 
monthly  quotas  at  the  same  rate  as  aforesaid  of  specie,  the 
interest  thereon  to  be  computed  to  the  respective  states  to  the 
day  the  payment  becomes  due. 

That  the  respective  states  be  charged  with  such  parts  of  the 
interest  oa  their  said  bills  as  shall  be  paid  by  the  United  States 
in  bills  of  exchange  and  the  accounts  thereof  shall  be  ad- 
justed agreeably  to  the  resolution  aforesaid  of  the  sixth  of  Oc- 
tober, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine. 

That  whenever  interest  on  the  bills  to  be  emitted  shall  be 
paid  prior  to  their  redemption,  such  bills  shall  be  thereupon 
exchanged  for  others  of  the  like  tenor,  to  bear  datp  from  the 
expiration  of  the  year  for  which  such  interest  is  paid. 

That  the  several  states  be  called  upon  to  provide  funds  for 
their  quotas  of  the  said  new  bills  to  be  so  productive  as  to  sink 
or  redeem  one-sixth  part  of  them  annually  after  the  first  day 
of  January  next. 

That  nothing  in  the  foregoing  resolutions  shall  be  construed 
to  ascertain  the  proportions  of  the  expense  incurred  by  the 
war  which  each  state,  on  a  final  adjustment,  ought  to  be 
charged  with,  or  to  exclude  the  claims  of  any  state  to  have 
the  prices  at  which  different  states  have  furnished  supplies 
for  the  army  hereafter  taking  in  [to]  consideration  and  equi- 
tably adjusted. 

That  the  foregoing  resolutions,  with  a  letter  from  the  presi- 
dent, be  dispatched  to  the  executive  of  the  several  states,  and 
that  they  be  requested  to  call  their  assemblies,  if  not  already 
convened,  as  speedily  as  possible,  to  take  them  into  immediate 
consideration  to  establish  ample  and  certain  funds  for  the  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned,  and  to  take  every  other  measure  nec- 
essary to  carry  the  same  into  full  and  vigorous  effect,  and  that 
they  transmit  their  acts  for  that  purpose  to  Congress  without 
delay. 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  depreciation  of  the  cur- 
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rency  of  the  United  States  now  in  circulation  and  the  specu- 
lation which  has  taken  place  in  consequence  thereof  has  opened 
a  door  to  numerous  frauds  and  may  operate  to  the  general  in- 
jury of  virtue  and  morality  to  the  great  dishonor  of  the  state 
unless  timely  prevented: 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  prospect  of  an  apprecia- 
tion, unless  regulated  on  just  and  equitable  principles,  might 
likewise  be  followed  by  a  train  of  evils  as  pernicious  as  those 
we  have  already  experienced  and  not  only  encourage  but  en- 
able such  persons  as  have  obtained  large  sums  for  small  value 
to  derive  an  undue  advantage  therefrom,  and  it  being  the  duty 
of  government  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  the  evils  and 
dangers  of  a  fluctuating  medium  of  commerce  and  to  fix  and 
establish  the  value  of  such  medium  in  such  manner  that  se- 
curity and  confidence  may  be  again  introduced  into  commerce 
and  order  and  economy  into  the  public  expenditures: 

(Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  evils  and  inconveniences 
hitherto  attending  the  depreciation  of  the  currency  of  the 
United  States,  have  in  a  great  measure  been  balanced  by  a 
real  reduction  and  discharge  of  a  very  great  part  of  the  na- 
tional debt,  insomuch  that  it  would  now  be  a  manifest  public 
injustice  as  well  as  a  burden  intolerable  to  be  borne  to  tax 
the  good  people  of  this  state  or  of  the  United  States  to  pay 
that  part  of  the  public  debt  over  again  which  by  a  kind  of 
common  consent  has  been  discharged  by  the  said  depreciation ; 
and  as  we  are  fully  convinced  that  in  case  the  measures  recom- 
mended by  Congress  in  their  act  of  the  eighteenth  day  of  March 
last  to  the  several  states  shall  be  adopted  by  them,  the  public 
credit  will  be  established  upon  just  and  permanent  principles 
it  is,  therefore,  incumbent  on  us  to  provide  for  the  execution 
thereof  so  far  as  the  same  concerns  this  state: 

[Section  I.  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  Be  it,  therefore,  enacted  and  it 
is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  monthly  taxes  on  es- 
tates, real  and  personal,  and  on  taxable  persons  which  are  di- 
rected to  be  quotaed,  assessed  and  levied  throughout  the  sev- 
eral counties  of  this  state  in  and  by  an  act  of  assembly,  enti- 

14— X  
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tied  "An  act  for  raising  the  sum  of  two  millions  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  monthly  during  eight  months  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  for  the  supply  of  the  treas- 
ury of  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  treasury  of  this 
state,"1  passed  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  November  last, 
shall  be  continued  from  the  end  of  the  said  eight  months 
for  so  long  time  as  shall  be  necessary,  together  with  the 
said  monthly  taxes  already  directed  as  aforesaid  to  redeem 
the  said  bills  of  credit  of  the  United  States  of  America  now  in 
circulation  to  the  amount  of  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars; 
and  that  gold  and  silver  and  the  new  bills  of  credit  hereinafter 
mentioned  be  received  in  payment  of  the  said  monthly  taxes 
after  the  rate  of  one  milled  dollar  in  lieu  of  forty  of  the  said 
bills  of  credit  of  the  United  States  of  America  now  in  circula- 
tion, and  that  the  bills  of  credit  last  mentioned  when  received 
in  taxes  (except  as  to  the  taxes  of  the  month  of  January  and 
February  last)  be  not  again  issued,  but  kept  in  the  hands  of 
the  treasurer  of  this  state,  to  be  cancelled  and  destroyed  and 
that  other  and  new  bills  redeemable  in  specie  within  six  years 
after  the  present  year,  bearing  a  yearly  interest  of  five  per 
centum,  payable  also  in  specie  at  the  time  of  redemption,  or 
at  the  option  of  the  holder,  annually,  in  sterling  bills  of  ex- 
change after  the  rate  of  four  shillings  and  six  pence  sterling 
per  dollar,  shall  be  emitted  in  the  manner  and  to  the  amount, 
if  the  same  shall  be  necessary,  recommended  by  the  honorable 
Congress  in  their  act  aforesaid. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  it  is  hereby  declared 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  this  house  will,  as  soon  as 
convenient,  provide  adequate  funds  for  redeeming  and  cancel- 
ling the  eighth  part  of  the  said  new  bills  of  credit  amounting 
to  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  the 
value  of  four  shillings  and  six  pence  sterling  each,  or  of  so 
many  thereof  as  may  be  issued  in  manner  aforesaid,  together 
with  the  interest  thereon  to  accrue  as  aforesaid. 

[Section  III.]  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  extend  to  es- 
tablish or  continue  beyond  the  [tax  for  the]  month  of  August 


i  Chapter  866. 
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next  the  apportionment  and  applotment  of  the  said  monthly 
taxes  according  to  the  assessment  thereof  within  any  township, 
district  or  ward  made  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  assembly,  entitled 
"An  act  for  raising  the  additional  sum  of  five  millions  seven 
hundred  thousand  dollars  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-nine,"  1  but  the  same  shall  be  re-assessed 
within  such  townships,  districts  and  wards  on  new  returns 
of  persons  and  estates,  to  be  directed  and  made  for  that  pur- 
pose, in  the  manner  and  under  the  penalties  directed  and  pro- 
vided in  and  by  the  act  of  assembly  last  recited,  without  al- 
tering the  quotas  of  the  several  counties,  or  any  of  them,  in 
order  to  levy  the  taxes  by  this  act  authorized  to  be  raised  and 
collected  for  the  month  of  September  and  the  months  following 
in  an  equal  and  just  manner. 

(Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  Provided  also,  That  the  tax  on  money 
directed  to  be  levied  by  said  act  be  discontinued  and  cease. 

(Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  for  perfecting  the  said  bills  accord- 
ing to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act: 

[Section  IV.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
the  said  bills  to  be  emitted  in  the  manner  aforesaid  shall  be 
signed  by  two  of  the  persons  hereafter  named,  That  is  to  say: 
Michael  Shubart,  Daniel  Wister,  Levi  Budd,  Philip  Boehm, 
Robert  Cather,  Jedediah  Snowden,  William  Lawrence  Blair, 
John  Miller,  John  Knox  and  Nathan  Jones,  who  are  hereby 
nominated  and  appointed  signers  thereof,  and  who  shall,  before 
they  receive  or  sign  any  of  them,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  to 
the  effect  following:  That  they  shall  attend  and  well  and  truly 
sign  and  number  all  such  bills  as  shall  be  deemed  the  proportion 
for  this  state,  agreeable  to  the  above  resolve,  and  each  of  the 
said  signers  shall  have  ten  shillings  for  every  thousand  of  the 
said  bills  by  them  signed  and  numbered  and  no  more. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  publication 
of  this  act  if  any  person  or  persons  shall,  within  this  state  or 
elsewhere,  prepare,  engrave,  stamp,  forge  or  print  the  counter- 
feit resemblance  of  any  paper  bills  of  credit  which  shall  be 
issued,  emitted  and  made  in  virtue  of  this  act  or  shall  counter- 

i  Passed  October  19, 1779,  Chapter  866. 
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f  eit  or  sign  the  name  or  names  of  the  signer  or  signers  of  the  said 
bills  of  credit  to  such  counterfeit  bills  of  credit,  with  an  inten- 
tion that  such  counterfeit  bills  of  credit  shall  be  passed  in  pay- 
ment or  received  as  genuine  and  good  bills,  whether  the  same  be 
so  passed  or  received  or  not,  or  if  any  person  or  persons  shall,  in 
this  state,  pass,  pay  or  tender  in  payment  any  such  counterfeit 
money  or  deliver  the  same  to  any  person  or  persons  with  an  in- 
tention that  they  be  passed,  paid  or  received  as  and  for  good 
and  genuine,  knowing  the  same  to  be  forged  or  counterfeited, 
every  such  person  being  thereof  legally  convicted  or  attainted 
in  any  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  within  this  state  by  a  verdict 
of  a  jury  [or]  confession  of  the  party  offending  or  being  in- 
dicted thereof  shall  stand  mute  or  not  directly  answer  to  the 
indictment,  or  shall  peremptorily  challenge  more  than  the 
number  of  twenty  persons  legally  returned  to  be  of  the  jury  for 
the  trial  of  such  offender,  shall  be  adjudged  a  felon  and  shall 
suffer  death  without  benefit  of  clergy;  and  if  any  person  or 
persons  shall  counterfeit  any  of  the  said  bills  of  credit  by  alter- 
ing the  denomination  thereof  with  design  to  increase  the  value 
of  such  bills,  or  shall  utter  such  bills  knowing  them  to  be  so 
counterfeited  or  altered  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  be  thereof  con- 
victed in  any  court  of  record  in  this  state,  such  person  or  per- 
sons shall  be  sentenced  to  the  pillory,  and  have  both  his  or 
her  ears  cut  off  and  nailed  to  the  pillory  and  be  publicly 
whipped  on  his  or  her  bare  back  with  thirty-nine  lashes  well 
laid  on;  and,  moreover,  every  such  offender  shall  forfeit  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  pounds  lawful  money  of  Pennsylvania, 
to  be  levied  on  his  or  her  lands  and  tenements,  goods  and  chat- 
ties, the  one  moiety  to  the  use  of  this  state  and  the  other 
moiety  to  the  discoverer,  and  the  offender  shall  pay  to  the 
party  aggrieved  double  the  value  of  the  damages  thereby  sus- 
tained, together  with  costs  and  charges  of  prosecution.  And 
in  case  the  offender  hath  not  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  dis- 
coverer for  his  or  her  damages  and  charges  and  to  pay  the  for- 
feiture aforesaid  in  such  case  the  offender  shall,  by  order  of 
the  court  where  he  or  she  shall  be  convicted,  be  sold  as  a 
servant  for  any  term  not  exceeding  seven  years  for  satisfac- 
tion. 
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[Section  VI.]  (Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  this  act  and  everything  therein 
contained  so  far  as  respects  the  new  bills  of  credit  to  be  emitted 
by  Congress  for  the  redemption  of  the  present  currency  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  suspended  until  a  majority  of  the  states 
shall  adopt  the  above  act  or  resolves  of  Congress  of  the  eigh- 
teenth day  of  March  last. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  so  much  of  the  thirteenth  sec- 
tion of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  making  the  continental  bills 
of  credit  and  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  the  resolves  of  the 
late  assembly  legal  tender  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned," *  passed  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  January,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  as  prohibits  the  asking 
or  taking  a  less  price  in  gold  or  silver  than  in  the  said  bills  of 
credit;  and  also,  the  eighth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  regulation  of  the  markets  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned," 2  passed  the  fifth 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine, 
forbidding  the  buying,  selling  or  renting,  or  offering  to  buy, 
sell  or  rent  with  or  for  hard  money,  are  hereby  repealed  and 
made  void;  and  that  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act  all 
contracts  whatever  hereafter  made  shall  take  effect  and  be  pay- 
able according  to  the  special  nature  of  such  contract,  any  law 
heretofore  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

(Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  has  been  recommended 
to  the  legislature  of  the  different  states  by  the  honorable  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  by  their  resolve  of  the  twenty-seventh 
day  of  May  instant,  to  pass  laws  for  the  punishment  of  such  per- 
sons as  shall  encourage  desertions  from  the  fleets  and  armies 
of  any  foreign  power  who  shall  prosecute  the  war  in  America  in 
conjunction  with  these  United  States,  and  for  recovering  such 
deserters  as  shall  conceal  themselves  among  the  inhabitants: 

(Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  this  house  entertain  the 
highest  sense  of  gratitude  for  the  generous  assistance  afforded 
these  United  States  by  our  illustratrious  allies  and  esteem  it 

i  Chapter  738. 
a  Chapter  846. 
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their  duty  and  interest  to  afford  every  assistance  and  support  to 
any  power  who  shall  prosecute  the  war  in  America  in  conjunc- 
tion with  these  United  States: 

Therefore: 

[Section  VIII.  ]  (Section  XV,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  pro- 
mote or  encourage  desertion  or  harbor  or  conceal  any  deserter 
from  the  fleets  or  armies  of  any  power  who  shall  prosecute  the 
war  in  America  in  conjunction  with  these  states,  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  the  like  fines  and  penalties  as  are  by  the  laws  now  in 
being  of  this  commonwealth  inflicted  on  persons  for  promoting 
or  encouraging  desertion  or  harboring  or  concealing  deserters 
from  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XVI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  any  person  or  persons  who 
shall  apprehend  and  secure  any  deserter  from  any  of  the  fleets 
or  armies  of  any  power  who  shall,  in  conjunction  with  these 
states,  prosecute  the  war  in  America,  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
like  reward  as  is  allowed  to  persons  apprehending  and  securing 
deserters  from  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

Passed  June  1,  1780.  See  the  notes  to  the  Acts  of  Assembly 
passed  March  5,  1725-26,  Chapter  289;  December  19,  1780,  Chapter 
921;  June  21,  1781,  Chapter  945;  January  31,  1783,  Chapter  1003; 
March  17,  1786,  Chapter  1212;  March  22, 1788,  Chapter  1340;  Novem- 
ber 22, 1788,  Chapter  1384.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  394,  &c. 


CHAPTER  OMXIII. 


AN  ACT  FOR  PROCURING  AN  IMMEDIATE  SUPPLY  OF  PROVISIONS  FOR 
THE  FEDERAL  ARMY,  IN  ITS  PRESENT  EXIGENCY. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  the  resolutions  of  the  honorable 
Congress  of  the  United  States  lately  passed  for  the  supply  of 
the  federal  army,  have  not  yet  been  fully  executed,  and  it  is 
indispensably  necessary  that  extraordinary  exertions  should 
be  made  at  this  time  without  regard  to  specific  quantities  or 
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specific  articles  as  required  by  Congress;  this  state,  therefore, 
ever  desirous  to  manifest  its  zeal  in  the  common  cause,  being 
now  specially  called  upon  by  the  honorable  Congress  to  furnish 
a  supply  of  meat,  hath  resolved  to  comply  therewith  to  the 
utmost  of  its  ability: 

To  this  end,  therefore: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
president  or  vice-president  in  council  from  time  to  time  to  ap- 
point such  and  so  many  diligent,  honest  inhabitants  of  this 
state  as  they  shall  deem  necessary  as  commissioners  to  procure 
meat  at  the  most  reasonable  rates  for  the  army,  and  the  saitf 
commissioners  shall  severally  transport  the  same  to  such  place 
or  places  within  this  state  as  the  supreme  executive  council 
shall  direct,  there  to  be  delivered  to  the  commissary  general 
of  purchases  for  the  army,  his  deputies  or  agents,  taking  from 
the  said  commissary  or  agent  his  certificate  therefor,  express- 
ing particularly  the  number,  quantity  and  quality  of  the  same, 
together  with  his  receipt  for  the  value  thereof  as  paid  by  the 
said  commissioner,  which  account,  together  with  the  charges 
thereon,  the  said  commissioner  shall  deliver  to  the  commis- 
sary on  oath  or  affirmation  if  required. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  Be  it  also  enacted,  That  all 
cattle,  sheep  or  salted  provisions  shall  be  subject  to  be  seized 
by  the  commissioners  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  or  either 
of  them,  his  or  their  deputies  or  agents,  to  and  for  the  use 
of  the  said  army,  the  person  taking  and  seizing  the  same  paying 
therefor  at  such  rates  as  shall  be  fixed  by  two  indifferent  free- 
holders of  the  neighborhood,  one  to  be  appointed  by  the  com- 
missioner or  his  deputy  or  agent,  and  the  other  by  the  owner 
of  such  cattle,  sheep  or  salted  provisions  and  in  case  such  owner 
shall  refuse  to  appoint  such  appraiser,  then  the  said  commis- 
sioner, his  agent  or  deputy  shall  and  he  is  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered  to  fix  the  price  and  pay  the  same,  or  give  a 
certificate  therefor  as  is  hereafter  mentioned. 

(Section  IV,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,    That  if  any  person 
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whose  cattle,  sheep  or  meat  shall  be  so  seized  or  taken,  shall 
make  oath  or  affirmation  that  such  cattle,  sheep  or  salted  pro- 
visions are  necessary  for  the  private  use  of  the  possessor  and 
his  family  or  for  sale  by  retail  as  a  butcher  [or  for  the  neces- 
sary use  of  the  master  and  mariners  of  any  ship  or  vessel  out- 
ward bound]  then  and  in  such  case,  upon  a  true  copy  of  the 
said  oath  or  affirmation  being  served  on  the  person  so  seizing 
the  said  cattle,  sheep  or  salted  provisions,  the  same  shall  be  dis- 
charged from  such  seizure. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  Be  it  also  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  persons  so  appointed  shall 
severally  at  least  once  in  every  month  make  returns  to  the 
president  or  vice-president  in  council  of  the  quantities  of  meat 
by  them  respectively  purchased  or  seized,  the  price  paid  for  the 
same  and  of  the  quantities  delivered  to  the  commissary  gen- 
eral, his  deputies  or  assistants,  specifying  the  names  of  the 
persons  to  whom  the  same  were  respectively  delivered,  the 
prices  thereof  and  the  place  or  places  where  the  said  meat 
was  procured,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  his  commission 
or  allowance  for  the  said  service. 

And  to  the  intent  that  both  purchaser  and  seller  may  be 
assured  of  the  price  and  certainty  of  payment  for  all  cattle, 
sheep  or  salted  provisions  procured  by  virtue  of  this  act: 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  all  voluntary  sellers  of  the  said  enumer- 
ated articles  to  the  said  persons  so  appointed,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  the  current  prices  therefor;  the  said  sale  and  price  to  be 
certified  by  the  said  purchaser  under  his  hand,  which  said  cer- 
tificate shall  be  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  good  and  effectual 
in  the  payment  of  all  state  taxes  for  the  money  therein  ex- 
pressed, and  the  several  collectors  of  taxes  within  this  state 
are  hereby  enjoined  and  required  to  receive  the  said  crtificates 
in  payment. 

(Section  VII,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  such  certificate 
be  not  transferable  to  any  other  person,  but  available  only  to 
the  person  whose  name  shall  be  expressed  therein,  and  if  the 
amount  of  such  certificate  shall  exceed  the  tax  for  which  it  shall 
be  tendered  in  payment,  then  the  collector,  upon  such  person 
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producing  the  same  shall  indorse  the  allowance  made  there- 
upon as  so  much  of  the  said  certificate  paid  and  shall  keep 
an  exact  register  of  the  names  of  the  persons  and  the  amount 
of  the  sums  so  indorsed  in  credit  as  aforesaid,  a  copy  whereof  he 
shall  deliver  to  the  county  treasurer  as  his  voucher,  but  if  the 
said  certificate  shall  not  exceed  the  tax  demanded  the  collector 
shall  take  up  the  same,  crediting  the  tax  as  aforesaid  and  re- 
turning such  certificate  to  the  county  treasurer. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  also  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  the  faith  and  honor  of  the  state  be 
and  it  is  hereby  pledged  for  the  faithful  and  just  payment 
of  such  of  the  said  certificates  as  shall  not  be  paid  in  for  taxes 
as  aforesaid,  together  with  lawful  interest  thereon  at  the  rate 
of  six  per  centum,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  March  next. 

(Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  the  spirited  exertions  of 
individuals  in  such  an  exigency  deserve  the  utmost  encourage- 
ment, and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  many  faithful  friends 
to  their  country  will,  if  duly  secured  against  loss  or  damage " 
(as  it  is  reasonable  they  should  be)  furnish  the  said  persons  so 
appointed  with  cattle,  sheep  or  salted  provisions  procured  by 
their  personal  credit  and  influence. 

[Section  VI.  ]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  Be  it,  therefore,  enacted, 
That  any  person  so  delivering  to  the  person  so  appointed  any 
number  of  cattle  not  less  than  five  or  sheep  not  less  than  twenty, 
shall  be  entitled  to  an  order  on  the  president  or  vice-president 
in  council  for  the  full  amount  of  the  price  thereof,  together  with 
all  reasonable  charges  attending  the  said  service  as  the  same 
shall  be  settled  by  the  commissioners. 

[Section  VIL]  (Section  XI,  P.  L.)  Be  it  also  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  oppose 
the  persons  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act  in  the  execution  of 
the  several  duties  herein  assigned  them,  such  person  or  per- 
sons shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  declared,  on  conviction  in 
due  course  of  law,  to  be  liable  to  the  penalty  of  two  thousand 
pounds,  to  be  levied  on  their  goods  and  chattels,  lands  and 
tenements  or,  in  case  no  such  effects  can  be  found,  to  imprison- 
ment without  bail  or  mainprise  for  the  space  of  six  months, 
and  also  to  such  pains  and  penalties  as  are  by  law  inflicted  in 
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case  of  resistance  to  any  sheriff  or  known  officer  in  the  execu- 
tion of  their  offices  respectively. 

[Section  VIII. ]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  also  enacted,  That 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  president  or  vice-president  in 
council  to  make  such  allowance  as  may  be  necessary  to  the 
officers  in  and  by  this  act  appointed;  and  in  case  of  any  doubt 
or  difficulty  arising  in  the  execution  thereof  the  same  shall  be 
referred  to  the  supreme  executive  council,  whose  determination 
in  all  matters  not  specially  provided  for  herein  shall  be  direct- 
ory and  conclusive. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  also  enacted,  That 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  president  or  vice-president 
in  council,  by  proclamation,  to  suspend  the  several  powers  and 
authorities  herein  granted  if  the  circumstances  of  the  federal 
army  shall,  in  their  judgment,  admit  thereof. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  Be  it  also  enacted,  That 
this  act  shall  be  and  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue,  unless  sus- 
pended as  aforesaid,  until  the  end  of  the  next  sitting  of  the 
general  assembly,  and  no  longer. 

Passed  June  1,  1780.  See  the  note  to  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed 
January  2,  1778,  Chapter  782,  and  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  De- 
cember 4,  1789,  Chapter  1470.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  397,  &c. 
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Laws  enacted  in  the  fourth  sitting  of  the  fourth  General  Asi- 
sembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  which  com- 
menced at  Philadelphia  on  Friday,  the  first  day  of  September, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1780. 


CHAPTER  CMXIV. 


AN  ACT  TO  REMEDY  THE  INCONVENIENCES  OP  HOLDING  THE  AN- 
NUAL ELECTIONS  IN  THE  FOURTH  DISTRICT  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF 
CUMBERLAND  AND  THE  SECOND  DISTRICT  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BED- 
FORD  AT  THE  PLACES  HERETOFORE  APPOINTED  BY  THE  LAWS  OF 
THIS  COMMONWEALTH. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  it  has  been  found  very  incon- 
venient for  the  freemen  of  the  fourth  district  of  Cumberland 
county  to  attend  the  annual  election  at  the  house  of  James 
Purdy,  in  Farmanaugh  township,  as  by  an  act,  entitled  "A  sup- 
plement to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  amending  the  several  acts 
for  electing  members  of  assembly/  " 1  passed  the  fourteenth 
day  of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven, 
is  directed: 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  henceforth  the  freemen  of  the 
fourth  district  of  the  said  county  shall  meet  on  the  day  by  the 
constitution  of  this  commonwealth  appointed  for  such  election 
at  the  house  of  Thomas  Wilson,  in  the  township  of  Millford, 
and  then  and  there  elect  members  of  general  assembly  and 
other  elective  officers  for  said  county,  and  make  return  thereof 
according  to  the  laws  heretofore  made  and  provided. 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  is  very  inconvenient  for 


iChapter  757. 
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the  freemen  of  the  townships  of  Air  and  Bethel,  in  the  county 
of  Bedford,  to  attend  the  annual  election  at  the  house  of  John 
Burd,  in  the  second  district  of  said  county,  as  by  the  above- 
rtecited  act  is  directed: 

Therefore: 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  henceforth  the  said  townships  of  Air 
and  Bethel  shall  be  a  fifth  district  of  the  said  county  of  Bedford 
for  the  purpose  of  such  annual  election,  and  that  the  freemen 
of  the  said  townships  shall  hereafter  meet  on  the  day  ap- 
pointed by  the  constitution  of  this  commonwealth  for  such 
election  at  the  house  of  William  Hart,  in  the  said  township 
of  Bethel,  and  then  and  there  elect  members  of  general  as- 
sembly and  other  elective  officers  for  said  county  according 
to  the  said  constitution  and  the  laws  in  such  case  made  and 
provided,  and  a  return  of  such  elections  shall  be  made  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth  direct  for  other 
districts,  anything  in  the  above-recited  act  to  the  contrary  in 
any  wise  notwithstanding. 

Passed  September  20,  1780.    See  the  note  to  the  Act  of  Assembly 
passed  June  14, 1777,  Chapter  757.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  399,  &c. 


CHAPTER  CMXV. 


A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  ACT  ENTITLED   "AN  ACT  FOR  REGULATING 
AND  ESTABLISHING  ADMIRALTY  JURISDICTION."  l 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  by  the  act  of  assembly,  entitled 
•'An  act  for  Regulating  and  establishing  admiralty  jurisdic- 
tion," *  passed  the  eighth  day  of  March  last,  no  provision  is 
made  for  the  trial  of  capital  and  criminal  offenses  committed 
at  sea  previous  to  the  passing  of  the  said  act,  and  it  is  reason- 
able that  the  same  mode  [of  trial]  should  be  adopted  for  offend- 
ers of  this  kind  before  the  said  time  as  since  and  it  is  necessary 
that  all  such  offenders  should  be  duly  punished: 

iChapter  887. 
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[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  all  traitors,  pirates, 
felons  and  criminals  who  have  offended  upon  the  seas  or  within 
the  admiralty  jurisdiction  on  or  before  the  said  eighth  day 
of  March  last  may  and  shall  be  inquired  of,  tried,  adjudged  and 
punished  in  the  same  manner,  at  any  admiralty  sessions  to  be 
held  for  the  trial  of  such  offenses  as  if  the  same  had  been  com- 
mitted since  the  aforesaid  day;  and  if  any  person  or  persons 
happen  to  be  indicted  for  any  such  offense  done  or  hereafter 
to  be  done  upon  the  seas,  or  in  any  other  place  within  the  ad- 
miralty jurisdiction,  or  as  accessaries  before  or  after  the  fact, 
either  on  the  land  or  upon  the  seas,  by  a  grand  jury  [for]  the 
city  or  county  of  Philadelphia  or  for  either  of  them,  before  the 
judges,  or  any  two  of  them,  of  the  court  of  admiralty  sessions 
mentioned  in  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  that  then 
such  order,  process,  judgment  and  execution  shall  be  used,  had, 
done  and  made  to  and  against  every  such  person  and  persons 
so  being  indicted,  as  against  traitors,  felons,  murderers  and 
other  criminals,  for  treason,  felony,  robbery,  murder,  man- 
slaughter or  other  like  offense  done  upon  the  land  within  the 
said  city  or  county  as  by  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth  is  ac- 
customed; and  the  trial  of  such  offense  or  offenses,  if  it  be  denied 
by  the  offender  or  offenders,  shall  be  had  by  twelve  lawful  men 
of  the  said  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  or  either  of  them; 
and  such  as  shall  be  convicted  of  any  such  offense  or  offenses,  by 
verdict,  confession  or  otherwise  in  the  said  court,  shall  have 
and  suffer  such  pains  of  death,  losses  of  lands,  goods  and  chat- 
tels and  other  punishment  as  if  they  had  been  convicted  and 
attainted  of  any  treasons,  felonies,  robberies  or  other  the  said  , 
offenses  done  upon  the  land,  and  shall  be  utterly  excluded  the 
benefit  of  clergy  where  the  same  is  taken  away  or  not  admitted 
for  such  like  offense  committed  within  the  body  of  a  county 
or  on  land. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  of  the  subjects  of  this  state 
or  any  of  the  United  States  of  America  shall  commit  any  piracy 
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or  robbery  or  any  act  of  hostility  against  other  the  subjects 
of  this  state  or  of  any  of  the  other  United  States  of  America, 
upon  the  sea,  under  color  of  any  commission  from  any  foreign 
prince  or  state,  or  pretence  of  authority  from  any  person  what- 
soever, such  offender  and  offenders  and  every  of  them  shall  be 
deemed,  adjudged  and  taken  to  be  pirates,  felons  and  robbers, 
and  they  and  every  of  them  being  duly  convicted  thereof,  ac- 
cording to  the  act  of  assembly  above  recited  for  regulating  and 
establishing  admiralty  jurisdiction  or  this  act,  shall  have  and 
suffer  such  punishment  and  forfeitures  as  pirates,  felons  and 
robbers  upon  the  seas  ought  to  have  and  suffer. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  commander  or  master 
of  any  ship  or  any  seaman  or  mariner  shall,  in  any  place  where 
the  admiralty  hath  jurisdiction,  betray  his  trust  and  turn  pi- 
rate, enemy  or  traitor  and  piratically  and  feloniously  run  away 
with  his  or  their  ship  or  ships,  or  any  barge,  boat,  ordinance, 
ammunition,  goods  or  merchandises  or  yield  them  up  volun- 
tarily to  any  pirate,  enemy  or  traitor,  or  bring  any  seducing 
message  from  either  of  them,  or  consult,  combine  or  confederate 
with,  or  attempt  or  endeavor  to  corrupt  any  commander,  mas- 
ter, officer  or  mariner  to  yield  up  or  run  away  with  any  ship, 
goods  or  merchandise  op  turn  pirate,  or  go  over  to  pirates  or 
enemies;  or  if  any  person  shall  lay  violent  hands  on  his  com- 
mander, whereby  to  hinder  him  from  fighting  in  defense  of  his 
ship  and  goods  committed  to  his  trust  or  shall  confine  his  master 
or  make  or  endeavor  to  make  a  revolt  in  his  ship,  he  shall  be  ad- 
judged [to  be]  a  pirate,  felon  and  robber,  and  being  convicted 
thereof  as  aforesaid  shall  have  and  suffer  such  pains  of  death, 
loss  of  lands,  goods  and  chattels  as  pirates,  felons  and  robbers 
upon  the  seas  ought  to  have  and  suffer. 

(Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  complaint  has  been  made 
that  many  soldiers  have  deserted  from  the  armies  of  the  United 
States  of  America  and  entered  on  board  private  armed  ships, 
and  when  in  foreign  ports  have  deserted  them,  whereby  the 
states  have  been  greatly  injured  in  the  loss  of  soldiers  and  sub- 
jects: 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted 
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by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  captain,  master  or  other 
officer  belonging  to  any  vessel  who  shall  receive  or  entertain 
any  deserter,  knowing  him  to  be  such,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
to  this  commonwealth  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds,  to  be 
recovered  by  seizure  of  his  or  their  goods  and  chattels,  or  of 
moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  marshal  or  agents,  or  where  a  suffi- 
cient sum  of  money  cannot  be  obtained  through  the  above 
means  then  and  in  that  case  to  suffer  one  year's  imprisonment 
without  bail  or  mainprise. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  shares  of  prizes  and  wages 
to  which  deserters  from  the  armies  of  the  United  States  of 
America  who  have  or  shall  enter  on  board  any  private  ship 
of  war  or  other  vessel  that  are  or  may  hereafter  be  entitled 
to,  shall  be  confiscated  and  forfeited  to  the  use  of  this  common- 
wealth and  applied  for  the  recruiting  the  line  of  this  state  in 
the  federal  army,  and  all  wills  and  powers,  letters  of  attorney, 
deeds  of  sale  and  every  other  species  of  conveyance  executed 
by  such  deserters,  either  before  the  sailing  of  such  vessels  or 
at  any  time  after  their  return,  sending  prizes  into  any  port  of 
this  state,  before  the  marshal  of  the  admiralty  court  has  given 
notice  of  his  being  fully  prepared  [fully]  to  pay  shares  of 
prizes  to  persons  entitled  to  receive  them  shall  be  null  and 
void;  and  if,  after  the  publication  of  this  act  the  marshal  of 
the  admiralty  court  or  any  agent  shall  advance  goods  or  money 
to  any  person  discovered  to  be  a  deserter  before  the  marshal 
shall  have  given  notice  that  he  is  ready  to  fully  pay  all  shares 
of  prizes,  such  advance  shall  be  at  the  risk  and  loss  of  the  person 
advancing  it. 

[Section  VI. ]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  his  excellency  the  president 
or  honorable  vice-president  and  executive  council  of  this  state 
be  authorized  to  appoint  an  agent  and  proper  persons  under 
him  to  visit  all  vessels  in  the  ports  of  this  state  on  board  of 
which  it  may  be  suspected  deserters  are  entered  or  engaged, 
and  there  demand  of  the  senior  officer  on  board  the  roll  of  his 
crew,  and  that  each  man,  when  his  name  is  called  over,  shall 
be  shown  to  the  person  or  persons  authorized  as  above,  and 
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all  such  as  are  claimed  as  deserters  shall  be  delivered  up,  and 
in  case  the  officer  immediately  commanding  on  board  any  vessel 
shall  refuse  to  produce  his  roll,  show  the  men  or  deliver  up  such 
as  shall  be  claimed  as  deserters,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds,  to  be  recovered  by  an  action  to 
be  brought  for  that  purpose,  or  suffer  one  year's  imprisonment, 
which  penalty  shall  also  be  incurred  by  every  person  obstruct- 
ing such  search,  and  it  shall  be  the  proper  business  of  the  above- 
mentioned  agent  to  give  notice  to  the  marshal  of  all  deserters 
by  him  or  the  persons  under  him  discovered,  and  claim  and 
receive  their  shares  of  prizes  and  wages  and  pay  the  same  unto 
the  state  treasurer. 

(Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  is  found  by  experience 
inexpedient  to  continue  the  eleventh  section  in  the  act  to  which 
this  is  a  supplement  any  longer  in  force: 

[Section  VII. ]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  the  said  section  "providing  that  nothing 
in  the  said  act  contained,  which  might  contradict  or  interfere 
with  the  directions  of  an  act  of  assembly  of  this  common- 
wealth, entitled  'An  act  for  the  effectual  suppression  of  public 
auctions  and  vendues,  and  to  prohibit  male  persons  capable  of 
bearing  arms  from  being  peddlers  and  hawkers/1  passed  on 
the  twenty-sixth  day  of  November  last,  should  have  effect  or  be 
in  force  for  and  during  the  continuance  of  the  said-recited  act," 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  and  made  void,  and  all 
prizes  and  property  condemned  by  the  judge  of  the  admiralty 
in  pursuance  of  the  directions  of  the  said  act,  except  negroes 
and  mulattoes,  may  and  shall  be  sold  at  public  auction  by  the 
marshal  of  the  said  court  of  admiralty  to  the  highest  bidder 
for  the  same,  which  sale  shall  commence  within  twelve  days 
after  such  condemnation,  on  giving  six  days'  previous  notice 
thereof,  as  well  in  hand  bills  as  in  one  or  more  of  the  public 
newspapers  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  said  sale  shall 
be  continued  without  unnecessary  intermission  until  the  whole 
are  sold;  and  the  net  proceeds  thereof  be  distributed  as  by  the 
said  act  is  prescribed,  which  distribution  shall  by  him  be  made 
within  twenty  days  after  such  sale  is  completed,  under  the 

i  Passed  November  26, 1779,  Chapter  870. 
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penalty  of  twenty  per  centum  for  the  sum  so  neglected  to  be 
paid,  to  be  recovered  in  an  action  brought  for  the  same.  Pro- 
vided always,  That  persons  legally  authorized  shall  appear 
and  make  demand  thereof  agreeable  to  the  mode  prescribed 
by  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  case  any  vessels, 
goods,  wares  or  merchandise  so  as  aforesaid  sold  by  the  mar- 
shal shall  not  be  paid  for  by  the  purchaser  within  three  days 
after  the  sale  thereof,  that  then  the  said  marshall  shall  or  may 
again  expose  such  vessels,  goods,  wares  or  merchandise  to 
public  auction  for  the  account  of  the  captors,  and  having  dis- 
posed of  them  for  money,  shall  and  may  recover  against  the 
first  purchaser  all  loss  whatsoever  which  may  arise  on  such 
second  sale,  together  with  costs,  damages  and  charges,  in  any 
court  of  common  pleas  within  this  commonwealth. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  other  parts  of  the  act  of 
assembly  before  recited,  and  to  which  this  is  a  supplement, 
not  hereby  altered  or  supplied,  shall  remain,  continue  and  be 
in  full  force  and  virtue. 

Passed  September  22,  1780.  See  the  note  to  the  Act  of  Assembly 
passed  March  8,  1780,  Chapter  887,  and  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed 
March  28, 1787,  Chapter  1281.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  399,  &c. 


CHAPTER  CMXVI. 


A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  THE  REGULA- 
TION OP  THE  MILITIA  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYL- 
VANIA." 1 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  the  mode  of  determining  the 
bounty  of  the  militia  while  in  actual  service  by  the  justices  of 
the  several  courts  of  quarter  sessions,  as  directed  by  the  act 
above  mentioned,  has  been  found  on  experience  inconvenient 


i  Passed  March  20, 1780,  Chapter  902. 
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and  unequal,  inasmuch  as  persons  rendering  the  same  services, 
bearing  equal  hardships  and  exposed  to  equal  danger  are  par- 
tially and  unequally  compensated,  thereby  creating  discontents 
and  distinctions  prejudicial  to  this  important  and  necessary 
service: 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  average  price  of  common  labor 
by  the  day  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  counties  of  this 
state,  respectively,  shall  be  inquired  into,  ascertained  and  fixed 
by  the  representatives  of  the  freemen  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania  in  general  assembly  met,  which  price  so  fixed 
and  determined  shall  be  the  rate  by  which  all  fines  and  penal- 
ties for  neglect  of  militia  duty  and  the  bounty  of  the  militia 
shall  be  estimated  and  determined,  during  and  from  that  time 
to  the  end  of  the  next  sitting  of  general  assembly,  and  so  from 
time  to  time  at  every  succeeding  session. 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  this  act  or  any- 
thing herein  contained  shall  not  be  construed  to  alter,  mitigate 
or  discharge  any  fine  or  penalty  already  accrued  or  which 
may  hereafter  accrue  before  the  said  rate  shall  be  determined 
and  fixed  by  the  general  assembly  as  aforesaid,  but  that  all 
and  singular  the  powers  and  authority  of  the  quarter  sessions 
as  given  by  the  said  act  shall  continue  until  the  said  rate 
shall  be  fixed  by  the  general  assembly,  and  no  longer. 

(Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  sundry  former  lieutenants 
and  sub-lieutenants  who  have  acted  under  the  late  militia  law 
have  refused  or  neglected  to  deliver  up  the  duplicates,  books 
and  papers  belonging  to  their  offices,  whereby  the  fines  and 
penalties  accrued  for  former  delinquencies  still  remain  uncol- 
lected to  the  great  discouragement  of  those  who  have  rendered 
their  personal  service  in  time  of  danger  and  to  the  injury  of 
the  public: 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  II.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  if  any  persons  who  may  have  acted  in 
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the  office  of  lieutenant  or  sublieutenant  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia or  any  of  the  counties  of  this  state  shall,  upon  the  resigna- 
tion of  his  office,  or  being  legally  superceded  therein,  refuse 
to  deliver  [up]  to  his  successor  in  office  or  to  any  person  who 
is  or  shall  be  appointed  by  the  president  or  vice-president  in 
council  to  receive  the  same,  all  and  singular  the  books,  dupli- 
cates, returns  or  other  papers  belonging  to  or  [in  use]  in  the 
said  office,  demand  being  first  made  thereof  in  writing,  he  or 
they  so  offending  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds 
and  the  necessary  costs  of  prosecution  for  every  such  refusal, 
to  be  recovered  by  his  said  successor  in  office  or  other  person 
duly  authorized  as  aforesaid  upon  indictment,  bill,  plaint  or 
information  or  by  action  of  debt  in  any  court  of  record  within 
this  state,  to  be  applied  as  other  militial  fines  are  directed  by 
the  law  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  and  in  case  of  a  second 
refusal  such  person  shall  suffer  as  well  the  said  penalty  as 
the  further  punishment  of  six  months'  imprisonment  without 
bail  or  mainprise,  and  the  justices  of  the  court  where  such 
penalty  shall  be  recovered  shall  order  the  said  commitment  ac- 
cordingly. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  so  much  and  such  parts  of 
the  law  to  which  this  is  a  supplement  as  are  by  this  act  altered 
and  amended  be  and  are  hereby  repealed  and  declared  null  and 
void. 

Passed  September  22,  1780.  See  the  note  to  the  Act  of  As- 
sembly passed  March  20,  1780,  Chapter  902.  The  Act  in  the  text 
was  repealed  by  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  March  21,  1783,  Chap- 
ter 1022.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  401,  &c. 


CHAPTER  CMXVII. 


AN  ACT  TO  REVIVE  AND  CONTINUE  FOR  A  FURTHER  UMITED  TIME 
THE  ACT  FOR  LAYING  AN  EMBARGO  ON  THE  EXPORTATION  OF 
PROVISIONS  FROM  THIS  STATE  BY  SEA,  FOR  A  LIMITED  TIME. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  laying 
an  embargo  on  the  exportation  of  provisions  from  this  state, 
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by  sea,  for  a  limited  time," *  passed  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of 
February,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty,  is  expired  by  its  own  limitation,  and  it  being  expedient 
to  continue  the  same  to  a  further  time: 

Therefore: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  said  act,  and  every  clause, 
proviso  and  thing  therein  contained,  save  the  clause  limiting 
the  continuance  thereof,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  con- 
tinued for  six  months,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next 
sitting  of  the  general  assembly. 

Passed  September  22,  1780.  See  the  note  to  the  Act  of  Assembly 
passed  February  28,  1780,  Chapter  876;  and  the  Act  of  Assembly 
passed  December  22,  1780,  Chapter  922.  The  Act  in  the  text  was 
repealed  by  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  February  27,  1781,  Chapter 
928.    Recorded  I*  B.  No.  1,  p.  402,  &c. 


CHAPTER  OMXVIII 


AN  ACT  TO  CONTINUE  FOR  A  LONGER  TIME  THE  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN 
ACT  TO  SUSPEND  THE  OPERATION  FOR  A  LIMITED  TIME  OF  THE 
SEVERAL  LAWS  OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH  FOR  MAKING  THE  BILLS 
OF  CREDIT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  A  LEGAL  TENDER  IN  THE  PAY- 
MENT OF  DEBTS  EQUAL  TO  GOLD  AND  SILVER."  * 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  above-recited  act  would  ex- 
pire with  the  ending  of  this  present  session  of  assembly,  and 
it  is  just  and  necessary  that  the  same  should  be  continued,  until 
the  value  of  the  said  currency  can  be  fixed  at  some  certain 
standard,  and  a  proper  mode  established  which  will  make  the 
advantages  equal  to  both  debtor  and  creditor: 

Therefore: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 

i  Chapter  876. 
2  Chapter  911. 
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wealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  suspend 
the  operation  for  a  limited  time  of  the  several  laws  of  this 
commonwealth  for  making  the  bills  of  credit  of  the  United 
States  a  legal  tender  in  the  payment  of  debts  equal  to  gold  and 
silver," 1  passed  the  thirty-first  day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty,  be  and  is  hereby  continued  in  full  force 
until  the  end  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  general  assembly,  and 
no  longer. 

Passed  September  22,  1780.  See  the  note  to  the  Act  of  As- 
sembly passed  May  31, 1780,  Chapter  911;  and  the  Act  of  Assembly 
passed  June  21, 1781,  Chapter  945.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  402,  &c. 


CHAPTER  CMXIX. 


AN  ACT  TO  ALTER  AND  AMEND  AN  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  THE 
EFFECTUAL  SUPPRESSION  OF  PUBLIC  AUCTION  AND  VENDUES  AND 
PROHIBIT  MALE  PERSONS  CAPABLE  OF  BEARING  ARMS  FROM 
BEING  HAWKERS  AND  PEDDLERS."  * 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  it  appears  to  be  necessary  in  the 
present  situation  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  this  state  that 
the  sale  of  goods  at  public  vendue  should  be  enlarged  and  ex- 
tended: % 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and  it 
is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  publica- 
tion of  this  act  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  president 
or  vice-president  in  council  to  appoint  and  license  three  auc- 
tioneers, one  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  one  for  the  Northern 
Liberties  and  one  for  the  district  of  Southwark,  who  shall  con- 
tinue for  and  during  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  said  president 
and  council,  and  shall  give  bond  to  the  president  and  his  suc- 
cessors, with  two  sufficient  sureties  in  the  sum  of  twenty  thou- 

i  Chapter  911. 

a  Passed  November  26, 1779,  Chapter  870. 
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sand  pounds,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  for 
well  and  truly  performing  the  terms  and  payments  in  and  by 
this  act  directed  and  required. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,   That  the  said  auctioneers  and  no 
other  shall,  from  and  after  the  publication  of  this  act,  have 
full  power  and  authority  to  set  up  and  expose  to  sale  by  public 
outcry  and  vendue,  all  and  any  houses,  lands,  goods,  wares  and 
merchandises  and  property  whatsoever,  negroes  and  mulatto 
slaves  excepted,  rendering  and  paying  to  the  state  treasurer 
for  the  use  of  the  commonwealth  one  per  centum  of  the  gross 
amount  of  the  sales  so  by  him  or  them  made  as  aforesaid,  in 
manner  following,  That  is  to  say:  That  each  and  every  of  the 
said  auctioneers  shall,  once  in  every  three  month  [s],  render  an 
account  upon  oath  to  the  said  treasurer  (which  oath  he  is  hereby 
empowered  to  administer  and  is  directed  to  file  the  said  account 
with  the  said  oath  in  his  office)  of  all  the  effects  and  property 
by  him  or  them  sold  at  any  time  before  the  said  time  of  rend- 
ering the  same  account  and  since  his  last  settlement,  and  shall 
then  immediately  pay  to  the  same  treasurer  the  full  amount  of 
the  said  one  pound  in  the  hundred  pounds  upon  the  same  ac- 
count; and  upon  any  failure  in  rendering  the  same  account 
upon  oath,  or  of  payment  of  the  said  sum  of  one  per  centum,  any 
auctioneer  so  failing  or  neglecting  shall  be  discharged  from 
his  place  and  the  said  bond  put  immediately  in  suit.     And  if 
any  person  or  persons  other  than  the  said  auctioneers  shall 
be  found  selling  or  disposing  of  any  lands,  tenements,  goods, 
wares,  merchandises  or  property  whatsoever  within  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  the  Northern  Liberties  or  the  district  of  South- 
wark,  except  as  hereinafter  is  excepted  by  way  of  vendue  or 
auction  such  person  or  persons  so  offending  and  being  thereof 
legally  convict  [ed]   shall,  for  every  such  offense,  forfeit  the 
sum  of  twenty  thousand  pounds  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the 
city,  liberties  or  district  where  such  offense  shall  be  committed. 
And,  moreover,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  justice  of 
the  peace  of  the  said  city,  liberties  or  district,  respectively, 
upon  his  own  view  or  on  the  testimony  and  information  of  one 
or  more  creditable  witnesses   to    him    given    of  any  persons 
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selling  any  lands,  tenements,  goods,  wares,  merchandise  or 
other  property  whatever  by  way  of  vendue  or  auction  as  afore- 
said, except  as  by  this  act  is  excepted,  within  the  said  city,  dis- 
trict op  liberties  to  cause  such  person  op  persons  so  offending  to 
[be]  apprehended  and  may  oblige  him,  her  op  them  to  And 
sureties  for  his,  her  or  their  good  behavior  and  appearance 
at  the  next  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  to  be  held 
for  the  said  city,  liberties  or  districts,  respectively. 

[Section  III.]  And  it  is  further  declared,  That  if  the  party  so 
bound  over,  shall,  during  the  continuance  of  his,  her  and  their 
recognizances,  presume  again  to  sell  or  expose  to  sale  by  way  of 
vendue  as  aforesaid  any  lands,  tenements,  goods,  wares,  mer- 
chandise or  other  property  whatsoever  within  the  said  city, 
liberties  or  district,  such  selling  or  exposing  to  sale  shall  be 
deemed  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  breach  of  the  said  recog- 
nizance. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  it 
is  hereby  further  enacted,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
extend  or  be  construed  to  extend  to  hinder  any  lawful  executor 
or  executors,  administrator  or  administrators,  to  expose  to 
sale  by  way  of  public  auction,  vendue  or  otherwise,  any 
lands,  tenements,  goods  or  chattels  of  their  respective  testators 
or  intestates  or  to  hinder  any  sheriff,  constable,  lieutenant  or 
sub-lieutenant  or  other  officer  to  sell  and  dispose  of  by  way  of 
vendue  any  lands,  tenements,  goods  or  chattels  taken  in  execu- 
tion and  liable  to  be  sold  by  order  of  law,  or  to  hinder  any 
person  or  persons  from  selling  or  exposing  to  sale  by  way  of 
vendue  any  goods  or  chattels  of  any  kind  whatsoever  taken 
and  distrained  for  rent  in  arrear,  but  that  all  and  every  [such] 
person  or  persons  may  do  therein  as  they  might  have  done, 
any  [prohibition]  in  this  or  any  former  law  contained  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

(Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  crime  of  horse  stealing 
is  become  so  frequent  in  this  and  the  neighboring  states  as  to- 
render  every  precaution  and  remedy  necessary  and  proper: 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  each  and  every  of  the  said  auc- 
tioneers shall  keep  a  register  of  the  horses,  mares  [or]  geld- 
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ings  by  them  respectively  exposed  to  sale,  in  their  respective 
offices,  wherein  shall,  before  sale,  be  inserted  the  color, 
size  and  principal  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  of  every  horse, 
mare  or  gelding  by  him  exposed  to  sale,  and  the  age,  as  the 
intended  vendor  shall  declare  it,  the  name  or  names  of  the 
•  persons  offering  the  same  for  sale,  and  after  the  sale  the  name 
of  the  person  to  whom  the  same  is  sold,  which  said  register 
is  hereby  declared  to  be  so  far  a  public  record  as  that  every 
person  shall  be  entitled  to  a  view  thereof  and  a  copy,  if  de- 
manded, paying  for  such  inspection  the  sum  of  two  dollars 
and  for  such  copy  the  sum  of  six  dollars,  and  shall  be  read 
in  evidence  on  any  trial  respecting  the  property  of  such  horse, 
mare  or  gelding. 

[Section  VI. ]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  sale  of  any  stolen  horse, 
mare  or  gelding  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  deemed  a  public 
sale  in  market  overt,  so  as  to  change  the  property  thereof. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  vendue  shall  be  held 
by  the  said  auctioneers,  or  any  of  them,  out  of  the  city  or  dis- 
trict for  which  he  or  they  shall  be  appointed,  and  that  their 
fees  or  recompense  for  selling  at  public  auction,  collecting  the 
money  and  paying  over  the  same  without  loss  or  waste  shall  be 
as  follows:  For  household  goods,  cattle  and  live  stock,  five 
per  centum;  for  horses,  two  and  a  half  per  centum;  for  ships, 
houses  and  lands  an  half  per  centum;  for  rum,  sugar,  tea,  coffee 
and  all  other  groceries,  two  and  a  half  per  centum;  for  Euro- 
pean and  American  manufactures,  in  such  lots  or  proportions 
as  are  usually  sold  in  wholesale  stores,  five  per  centum. 

Passed  September  23,  1780.  See  the  note  to  the  Act  of  Assem- 
bly passed  November  26,  1779,  Chapter  870;  and  the  Acts  of  Assem- 
bly passed  April  13,  1782,  Chapter  975;  December  9,  1783,  Chapter 
1063.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  402,  &c. 
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Laws  of  the  First  Sitting  of  the  Fifth  General  Assembly  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  which  met  at  Philadelphia 
on  Tuesday,  the  twenty-third  day  of  October,  in  the  year  1780. 


CHAPTER  CMXX. 


AN  ACT  TO  SETTLE  AND  ADJUST  THE  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  TROOPS  OP 
THIS  STATE  IN  THE  SERVICE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES;  AND  FOR 
OTHER  PURPOSES  THEREIN  MENTIONED. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  from  a  variety  of  causes,  the 
United  States  have  not  been  able  to  comply  with  their  engage- 
ments heretofore  made  to  the  officers  and  private  men  of  the 
Pennsylvania  line,  which  hath  occasioned  great  injury  to  those 
troops,  to  whose  virtuous  exertions  America  is  much  indebted: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and  it 
is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly  met,  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  supreme  executive  coun; 
cil  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  appoint 
three  auditors  to  settle  the  depreciation  of  the  pay  accounts  of 
all  the  officers  and  private  men  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  from 
the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-seven,  to  the  first  day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty,  and  the  said  auditors,  or  any  two  of 
them,  are  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  estimate  in  specie 
all  sums  of  continental  money  received  by  the  said  officers  and 
private  men  on  account  of  their  pay  within  the  period  afore- 
said agreeable  to  a  scale  of  depreciation  hereinafter  mentioned 
and  contained. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  auditors,  or  any  two 
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of  them,  are  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  give  to  the  of- 
ficers and  private  men  to  whom  pay  on  such  settlement  as 
aforesaid  shall  be  found  due,  certificates  specifying  the  sums 
due  in  specie,  which  certificates  shall  be  received  and  consid- 
ered as  equal  to  specie,  in  payment  of  the  estates  hereinafter 
mentioned  and  directed  to  be  sold. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  confiscated  estates  not 
already  sold  or  appropriated  to  public  use  shall,  on  the  first 
day  of  July  next,  or  as  soon  after  as  may  be  convenient,  be  dis- 
posed of  at  public  sale  for  the  highest  price,  which  sale  the 
supreme  executive  council  are  hereby  directed  to  order  the 
agents  for  confiscated  estates  to  make,  giving  due  notice  thereof, 
and  the  said  agents  are  hereby  directed  to  receive  in  payment 
for  the  estates  which  they  shall  sell  as  aforesaid,  specie  or  bills 
of  credit  of  this  state  equivalent  thereto,  or  the  certificates 
aforesaid,  which  sales  shall  be  made  upon  the  same  terms  of 
payment  as  have  heretofore  been  directed  in  the  sale  of  other 
confiscated  estates. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  order  to  prevent  the  certifi- 
cates of  the  private  men  of  the  line  aforesaid  from  being  coun- 
terfeited, or  becoming  objects  of  speculation,  no  transfer  or  as- 
signment of  the  same  shall  be  good  and  valid  in  law,  unless 
attested  by  the  officer  commanding  the  regiment  to  which  said 
privates  shall  belong. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  case  the  possessor  or  pos- 
sessors of  the  said  certificates  shall  think  proper  to  purchase 
unlocated  lands  belonging  to  this  state  with  the  same,  then 
and  in  such  case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  commis- 
sioners or  other  proper  officers  of  the  land  office,  so  soon  as  the 
said  office  shall  be  opened  by  law,  and  they  are  hereby  di- 
rected to  receive  the  said  certificates  so  unpaid  equal  in  value 
to  specie  in  payment  for  the  lands  so  purchased  from  the  said 
land  office,  which  lands  purchased  with  and  paid  for  in  the 
certificates  aforesaid  are  to  be  rated  and  granted  at  the  same 
price  at  which  unlocated  lands  shall  or  may  be  rated  and 
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granted  to  any  person  or  persons  tendering  gold  or  silver  or 
currency  equivalent  thereto. 

[Section  VI. ]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  auditors  shall,  in 
like  manner,  settle  and  adjust  the  accounts  of  all  officers  and 
private  men  Qf  the  line  aforesaid  who  have  fallen  or  died  in 
the  service  during  the  said  period;  and  their  widows  and  child- 
ren shall  be  entitled  to  such  certificates  and  to  all  the  benefits 
and  advantages  hereby  granted  to  the  officers  and  private  men 
now  in  the  said  line. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  officers  and  pri- 
vate men  of  the  state  navy  now  in  actual  service  shall  and  are 
hereby  declared  to  be  equally  entitled  to  all  benefits  and  al- 
lowances extended  to  the  Pennsylvania  line  by  this  act,  and 
all  officers  and  soldiers  of  this  state  taken  prisoners  in  the 
actual  service  of  this  or  the  United  States  shall  likewise  be  con- 
sidered as  being  within  the  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act 
so  far  as  to  be  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  and  advantages  hereby 
granted  and  extended  to  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania line  aforesaid. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  auditors  aforesaid  pre- 
vious to  their  entering  on  the  duties  required  of  them  by  this 
act,  shall  severally  take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  to 
wit: 

"I,  A.  B.,  do  swear  or  affirm  (as  the  case  may  be)  that  I  will 
well  and  truly  perform  all  and  singular  the  duties  required 
of  me  by  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  settle  and  adjust  the  ac- 
counts of  the  troops  of  this  state  (meaning  Pennsylvania)  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned/  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  abilities,  without 
partiality  or  respect  to  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever." 

And  the  auditors  aforesaid  are  hereby  fully  authorized  and 
directed  to  settle  the  aforesaid  accounts  upon  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, which  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  by  them  administered. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  this  or  any  future  assembly, 
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notwithstanding  the  provision  made  as  aforesaid,  may  or  shall, 
if  they  think  proper,  call  in  all  such  certificates  given  and  not 
redeemed  as  aforesaid  and  pay  off  the  same  in  specie  or  other 
current  money  equivalent 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  case  any  of  the  confiscated 
estates  above  mentioned  shall  be  sold  and  paid  for  in  specie 
op  other  current  money,  then  the  agents  aforesaid  shall  pay  the 
said  moneys  so  received  to  the  treasurer  of  this  state,  which 
he  is  hereby  directed  to  reserve  for  redeeming  the  certificates 
aforesaid,  which  shall  remain  unpaid  in  such  manner  as  the 
general  assembly  shall  order  and  direct.  And  all  certificates 
received  by  the  agents  aforesaid  and  commissioners  of  the  land 
office  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  by  them  delivered  to  the 
treasurer  aforesaid,  who  is  hereby  directed  to  keep  the  same, 
to  be  cancelled  and  destroyed  in  such  maner  as  the  general 
assembly  shall  order  and  direct. 

[Section  XL]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  following  scale  of  depre- 
ciation shall  be  the  rule  by  which  the  said  auditors  shall  be 
governed  in  the  settlement  aforesaid: 

One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Seventy-seven. 
January,  one  and  a  half. 
February,  one  and  a  half. 
March,  two. 
April,  two  and  a  half. 
May,  two  and  a  half. 
June,  two  and  a  half. 
July,  three. 
August,  three. 
September,  three. 
October,  three, 
November,  three. 
December,  four. 

One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Seventy-Eight. 

January,  four. 
February,  five. 
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March,  five. 
April,  six. 
May,  five. 
June,  four. 
July,  four. 
August,  five. 
September,  five. 
October,  five. 
November,  six. 
December,  six. 

One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Seventy-nine. 
January,  eight. 
February,  ten. 
March,  ten  and  a  half. 
April,  seventeen. 
May,  twenty-four. 
June,  twenty. 
July,  nineteen. 
August,  twenty. 
September,  twenty-four. 
October,  thirty. 

November,  thirty-eight  and  an  half. 
December,  forty-one  and  an  half. 

One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Eighty. 

January,  forty  and  an  half. 

February,  forty-seven  and  an  half. 

March,  sixty-one  and  an  half. 

April,  sixty-one  and  an  half. 

May,  fifty-nine. 

June,  sixty-one  and  an  half. 

July,  sixty-four  and  an  half. 

[Section  XII.]  (Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  auditors  aforesaid 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  same  pay  and  allowance  as  the 
auditors  of  this  state  appointed  by  the  legislature  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  public  accounts. 

[Section  XIII.]  (Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
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acted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  printed  certificates  shall 
be  provided  by  direction  of  the  supreme  executive  council  in 
such  manner  and  form  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  and 
proper  and  delivered  to  the  auditors  aforesaid,  to  be  by  them 
applied  to  the  uses  and  purposes  hereinbefore  directed. 

Passed  December  18,  1780.  See  the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed 
April  10,  1781,  Chapter  941;  October  1,  1781,  Chapter  $55;  March 
12,  1783,  Chapter  1007;  March  21,  1783,  Chapter  1024;  March  25, 
1786,  Chapter  1219.    Recorded  Li.  B.  No.  1,  p.  404,  &c. 


CHAPTER  CftfXXI. 


A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  AN  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  FUNDING  AND 
REDEEMING  THE  BILLS  OF  CREDIT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA  AND  FOR  PROVIDING  MEANS  TO  BRING  THE  PRESENT 
WAR  TO  AN  HAPPY  CONCLUSION/'  l 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  it  is  the  duty  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  freemen  of  this  state  to  provide  adequate  funds 
for  redeeming  and  cancelling  the  eighth  part  of  the  new  bills 
of  credit  emitted  or  to  be  emitted  by  Congress  in  consequence 
of  their  act  of  the  eighteenth  day  of  March  last,  amounting 
to  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  the 
value  of  four  shillings  and  six  pence  sterling  each,  or  so  many 
thereof  as  may  be  issued,  together  with  the  interest  thereon, 
to  accrue  as  mentioned  in  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supple- 
ment: ;  *,  \ 
Therefore:  "r  "^£1$ 
[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Eepresentatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  sum  of  ninety-three  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  forty  pounds  ten  shillings  shall  be  raised, 
levied  and  paid  in  each  and  every  [of]  the  next  [six]  succeed- 
ing years  on  the  persons  and  estates  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 

i  Passed  June  1,  1780,  Chapter  912. 
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city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  several  counties  of  this  state  in 
the  proportion  and  manner  following:  That  is  to  say,  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia,  thirty-one  thousand  and  twenty- 
three  pounds  fifteen  shillings;  the  county  of  Bucks,  six  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  thirty-five  pounds  fifteen  shillings;  the 
county  of  Chester,  nine  thousand  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  pounds  fifteen  shillings;  the  county  of  Lancaster,  thirteen 
thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty  pounds  seventeen  shillings 
and  six  pence;  the  county  of  York,  seven  thousand  four  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  pounds;  the  county  of  Cumberland,  six  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  eighty  pounds  twelve  shillings  and  six 
pence;  the  county  of  Berks,  six  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
four  pounds  twelve  shillings  and  six  pence;  the  county  of  North- 
ampton, three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-nine  pounds 
ten  shillings;  the  county  of  Bedford,  two  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  pounds  fifteen  shillings;  the  county  of  North- 
umberland, three  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-eight 
pounds  two  shillings  and  six  pence,  and  the  county  of  West- 
moreland two  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirteen  pounds  fif- 
teen shillings,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  five  hundred  and 
sixty-one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-three  pounds,  to 
be  cancelled  and  destroyed  at  such  times  as  the  general  assem- 
bly of  this  state  shall  hereafter  direct. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  raise  the 
supplies  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine,"  x  passed  on  the  third  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  and  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  for  raising  the  additional  sum  of  five  millions 
seven  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  current  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,"  *  passed  the  tenth  day  of 
October,  in  said  year,  and  every  clause  and  thing  in  the  said 
acts  contained  shall  be  in  force  and  shall  be  extended  and  ap- 
plied to  the  raising,  levying,  collecting  and  paying  the  taxes  or 
sums  of  money  hereby  directed  to  be  levied  and  paid  as  fully 
as  if  said  acts  were  herein  inserted  except  only  where  the  former 

i  Passed  April  3,  1779,  Chapter  840. 
2  Passed  October  10,  1779,  Chapter  866. 
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is  amended,  supplied  or  altered  by  the  latter  or  either  of  the 
said  acts  are  amended,  supplied  or  altered  by  this  act 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  single  freeman  who, 
at  the  time  of  assessing  any  tax  required  by  this  act,  is  of  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years  or  upwards  and  has  been  out  of  his 
apprenticeship  or  servitude  for  the  space  of  six  months,  shall 
be  assessed  any  sum  not  exceeding  three  pounds  nor  less  than 
one  pound  by  the  township,  ward  or  district  assessors  and  two 
freeholders,  anything  in  the  acts  above  mentioned  to  the  con- 
trary in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

(Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  divers  owners  of  lands  where- 
on improvements  have  been  made  and  of  tenements  may  not 
reside  in  the  county  or  district  where  such  lands  or  tenements 
are  situate,  whereby  it  may  be  difficult  to  collect  the  taxes  as- 
sessed on  such  real  estate: 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  author- 
ity aforesaid,  That  the  tenant  or  tenants  or  other  person  re- 
siding on  or  occupying  such  real  estate,  his,  her  and  their  goods 
and  chattels,  as  well  as  the  lands,  goods  and  chattels  of  the 
owner  or  owners  thereof,  shall  be  liable  to  be  distrained  to 
satisfy  the  said  taxes,  or  any  of  them.  And  in  case  the  tenant 
or  tenants  or  other  person  or  persons  residing  on  or  occupying 
such  real  estate  shall  pay  any  tax  laid  thereon  by  virtue  of 
this  act,  or  shall  be  distrained  to  satisfy  such  tax,  such  tenant 
or  tenants  may  retain  the  same  out  of  the  rent  by  him, 
ber  or  them  payable  for  such  estate  to  the  landlord;  or 
the  said  tenant  or  tenants  or  other  occupier  or  occupiers 
of  such  estate  shall  recover  the  same,  with  costs  of  suit,  of  the 
owner  of  such  estate  by  action  of  debt,  if  under  five  pounds 
in  a  summary  way  in  like  manner  as  small  debts  are  recover- 
able, but  if  the  same  exceed  five  pounds  in  any  court  of  common 
pleas. 

(Section  VII,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  nothing  in  the 
foregoing  section  shall  in  any  manner  alter  any  contract  made 
between  [any]  landlord  and  tenant  concerning  the  payment  of 
taxes. 
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[Section  V.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  the  eighteenth  section  of  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  for  raising  the  additional  sum  of  five  mil- 
lions seven  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  current  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,"1  passed  on  the 
tenth  day  of  October,  in  said  year,  obliging  tenants  holding 
under  leases  made  before  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  whereby  the  rent  has  been  re- 
served in  current  money,  to  pay  over  and  above  said  rent  all 
taxes  on  his  holding,  shall  not  be  extended  to  the  paying  the 
taxes  herein  directed  to  be  levied  and  paid. 

[Section  VI. ]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  the  office  and  duty  of  city  and  county 
assessors  shall  hereafter  cease  and  the  commissioners  of  the 
city  and  counties  of  this  state  shall  do  and  perform  the  several 
duties  heretofore  done  and  performed  by  the  said  city  and 
county  assessors,  any  law  of  this  commonwealth  to  the  contrary 
in  anywise  notwithstanding.  + 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  time  the  commissioners 
shall  meet  in  the  city  and  counties  of  this  state  to  issue  their 
warrants  in  pursuance  of  this  act  to  the  ward,  district  and 
township  assessors  shall  be  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  August  an- 
nually. 

(Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  is  highly  necessary  that 
the  bills  of  credit  emitted  or  that  shall  hereafter  be  emitted 
by  Congress,  according  to  their  act  of  the  eighteenth  day  of 
March  last,  as  the  quota  of  this  state,  should  be  made  legal 
tender  in  all  payments  whatsoever: 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  bills  emitted  or  is- 
sued as  the  quota  of  this  state  in  manner  aforesaid  shall  here- 
after be  current  money  in  this  state  and  legal  tender  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  whatsoever  according  to  the  sums  men- 
tioned or  expressed  in  the  said  bills:  That  is  to  say,  every 
dollar  of  the  said  bills  shall  be  of  the  value  of  one  Spanish 
milled  silver  dollar,  weighing  seventeen  pennyweight  and  six 


i  Passed  October  10,  1779,  Chapter  866. 
16— X 
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grains,  and  eight  dollars  of  the  said  bills  shall  be  equal  in  value 
to  one  gold  half  Johannes  of  Portugal  weighing  nine  penny- 
weight, and  in  the  like  proportion  for  all  other  gold  or  silver 
coin;  and  every  tender  and  payment  in  the  said  new  bills  is 
hereby  declared  to  be  good  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatso- 
ever, any  contract,  agreement  or  bargain  between  parties  to 
the  contrary  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or  persons,  bodies 
politic  and  corporate  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act 
shall  refuse  to  receive  any  of  the  said  bills  of  credit,  when 
tendered  in  payment  of  any  debt  or  demand  whatsoever,  pro- 
vided the  whole  of  such  debt  or  demand  be  so  tendered,  such 
person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  and  corporate  so  refusing  shall 
be  forever  barred  from  suing  for  or  recovering  the  same  before 
any  judge  or  in  any  court  of  this  state. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  whatsoever  shall,  after 
the  passing  of  this  act,  refuse  to  take  and  receive  any  of  the 
bills  of  credit  aforesaid  in  payment  for  any  live  stock  necessary 
of  life,  commodity,  manufacture,  article  or  goods  whatsoever, 
which  he  or  she  shall  sell  or  expose  to  sale,  or  offer  the  same 
for  a  less  price  or  smaller  sum  of  money  to  be  paid  in  gold 
or  silver  than  in  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  as  aforesaid,  or 
[that]  shall  give  or  receive  a  greater  nominal  sum  of  said  new 
bills  of  credit  for  a  less  in  gold  or  silver,  every  such  person, 
being  thereof  legally  convicted  in  any  court  of  general  quarter 
sessions  of  the  peace  in  this  state,  shall,  for  the  first  offense, 
forfeit  and  pay  double  the  value  of  the  article  or  articles  so 
sold  or  exposed  to  sale,  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  person  or 
persons  giving  information  of  the  same  and  prosecuting  the 
offender  to  conviction,  and  the  other  moiety  for  the  use  of  the 
poor  of  the  city,  district  or  township  where  the  offense  shall 
be  committed;  and  for  the  second  offense  shall  suffer  imprison- 
ment during  the  present  war  and  forfeit  to  the  commonwealth 
one-half  of  his  or  her  lands  and  tenements,  goods  and  chattels. 

[Section  XL]  (Section  XV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  party  giving  information 
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as  aforesaid  shall  be  admitted  as  a  competent  witness  in  all 
cases  on  the  trial  of  offenders  against  this  act,  any  law,  custom 
or  usage  to  the  contrary  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

Passed  December  19,  1780.  See  the  note  to  the  Act  of  Assembly 
passed  June  1,  1780,  Chapter  912,  and  the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed 
June  21,  1781,  Chapter  945;  June  25,  1781,  Chapter  948;  January 
31,  1783,  Chapter  1003;  March  25,  1785,  Chapter  1140;  March  18,  1786, 
Chapter  1214.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  406,  &c. 


CHAPTER  CMXXII. 


AN  ACT  TO  PERMIT  THE  EXPORTATION  OP  FLOUR  OP  WHEAT  PROM 
THIS  STATE  BY  SEA  UNDER  CERTAIN  LIMITATIONS  AND  RESTRIC- 
TIONS. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  prohibitions  on  the  exportation 
of  provisions  must  ever  be  injurious  to  this  country  except  in 
years  of  scarcity,  and  as  this  cause  of  the  late  embargoes  is  in 
some  measure  removed  by  the  greater  plenty  wherewith  it  hath 
pleased  Providence  to  bless  the  land,  and  as  the  ability  of  this 
state  to  furnish  its  quota  of  supplies  for  carrying  on  a  just  and 
necessary  war  depends  materially  on  the  freedom  of  trade: 

And  whereas,  by  an  act  of  assembly  passed  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  February  last,  entitled  "An  act  for  laying  an  em- 
bargo on  the  exportation  of  provisions  from  this  state  by  sea 
for  a  limited  time," 1  the  exportation  from  this  state  by  sea 
of  all  provisions  for  the  food  of  man,  was,  from  and  after  the 
publication  thereof  until  the  first  day  of  September  following, 
forbidden  under  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  in  the  said  act 
provided  and  contained: 

And  whereas,  the  said  act  having  expired  by  its  own  limita- 
tiom  was,  by  another  act  of  assembly,  passed  on  the  twentyr 
second  day  of  September  last,  revived  and  continued  for  and 
during  the  term  of  six  months  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  tht 
next  sitting  of  the  general  assembly: 

i  Passed  February  28, 1780,  Chapter  876. 
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[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful,  during  the  continuance  of  the  said  embargo,  the  said- 
recited  acts  notwithstanding,  to  lade  and  export  by  sea,  out 
of  this  state,  flour  of  wheat,  the  same  being  first  inspected  and 
found  to  be  good  and  merchantable  and  packed  according  to 
law,  in  the  manner  and  upon  the  conditions  and  under  the 
regulations  hereinafter  provided  and  set  forth,  and  not  other- 
wise. That  is  to  say:  In  every  ship  or  other  vessel,  truly 
and  bona  fide  armed,  fitted  and  provided  with  six  or  more  car- 
riage guns  and  suitable  ammunition  for  the  same,  each  of  the 
said  guns  to  be  of  such  caliber  as  to  be  capable  of  discharging 
an  iron  ball  weighing  at  least  three  pounds  avoirdupois,  and 
the  said  vessel  to  be  manned  with  twenty  seamen  and  other 
persons  of  the  age  of  eighteen  years  or  more  each,  for  and 
during  the  intended  voyage,  who  shall  be  actually  hired  and 
employed  for  the  defense  and  service  of  such  vessel,  any  quan- 
tity of  such  flour  not  exceeding  four  hundred  hundreds  weight  of 
one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds  to  the  hundred.  In  every  ship 
or  other  vessel  truly  and  bona  fide  fitted  and  provided  with  ten 
or  more  carriage  guns  and  suitable  ammunition  for  the  same, 
each  of  the  said  carriage  guns  to  be  of  such  caliber  as  to  be 
capable  of  receiving  and  discharging  an  iron  ball  weighing 
at  least  four  pounds  avoirdupois,  the  said  vessel  to  be  manned 
with  thirty  seamen  and  other  persons  of  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  or  more,  actually  hired  and  employed  for  the  defense 
and  service  of  such  vessel,  for  and  during  the  intended  voyage, 
any  quantity  of  such  flour  not  exceeding  one  thousand  hundreds 
weight  as  aforesaid.  In  every  ship  and  other  vessel  truly 
and  bona  fide  armed,  fitted  and  provided  with  fourteen  or  more 
carriage  guns  and  suitable  ammunition  for  the  same,  each  of 
the  said  guns  to  be  of  such  caliber  as  to  be  capable  of  receiving 
and  discharging  an  iron  ball  weighing  at  least  four  pounds 
avoirdupois,  the  said  vessel  to.be  manned  with  not  less  than 
forty  seamen  and  other  persons  of  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
or  more,  actually  hired  and  employed  in  the  defense  and  ser- 
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vice  of  such  vessel,  for  and  during  the  intended  voyage,  any 
quantity  of  flour  that  such  vessel  can  reasonably  lade  and  carry. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  flour  designed  for  exporta- 
tion in  pursuance  of  this  act  shall  be  laden  on  board  of  any 
ship  or  vessel  before  the  master  of  such  ship  or  vessel  shall 
deliver  to  the  naval  officer  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia  a  me- 
morial in  writing,  therein  expressing  and  setting  forth  such  de- 
sign, the  name  and  kind  of  vessel,  her  size  [or]  tonnage,  the 
name  and  names  of  the  owner  or  owners,  and  the  place  of  their 
several  abodes,  the  number  and  size  of  the  carriage  guns  with 
which  such  vessel  is  or  is  intended  to  be  armed  and  fitted, 
and  the  number  of  seamen  and  others  as  aforesaid  that  he  will 
hire  and  employ  during  the  intended  voyage,  together  with  the 
quantity  of  flour  he  is  desirous  to  lade,  and  requesting  the 
said  naval  officer  to  grant  his  permit  for  the  lading  thereof; 
in  which  said  memorial  whatever  respects  number  shall  be 
expressed  in  words  at  length,  and  not  in  figures;  whereupon, 
the  said  naval  officer  having  first  taken  a  bond  to  the  common- 
wealth from  the  said  master  and  two  sufficient  resident  sure- 
ties, each  obligee  bound  severally  as  well  as  jointly,  for  at  least 
double  the  value  of  such  flour  designed  to  be  shipped  as  afore- 
said, conditioned  for  the  true  and  faithful  compliance  of  said 
master  and  the  owners  of  such  vessel,  with  the  several  requi- 
sites, regulations  and  limitations  of  this  act,  the  said  naval 
officer  shall  grant  a  permit  for  the  lading  of  such  quantity 
of  flour  as  is  in  such  case  allowed  by  this  act. 

(Section  IV,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  no  permit  shall 
be  available  for  lading  of  any  flour  in  pursuance  of  this  act 
unless  the  same  shall  be  shipped  in  the  proper  vessel  and  within 
forty  days  after  the  date  of  such  permit,  nor  unless  such  lading 
be  in  the  day  time  and  at  some  unenclosed  wharf  within  the 
city  of  Philadelphia.  Provided  also,  That  no  suit  shall  be 
brought  on  any  bond  taken  as  aforesaid  unless  within  two  years 
after  the  date. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  any  suit  which  may  be 
brought  on  any  bond  taken  as  aforesaid  by  the  naval  officer, 
the  burden  of  the  proof  shall  lie  upon  the  obligees  or  obligee, 
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defendants  or  defendant  in  such  suit  and  not  upon  the  state; 
and  it  shall  be  sufficient  on  the  part  of  the  commonwealth,  in 
order  to  recover  in  such  action  to  allege  any  proper  matter  for 
that  purpose  without  proving  the  same. 

(Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  is  the  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  legislature  that  the  shipping  of  flour  in  pursuance  of 
this  act  shall  not  distress  the  public  service  or  intercept  proper 
supplies  for  the  army;  and  it  is  reasonable  that  those  who 
partake  of  the  advantages  herein  given  should  make  some 
recompense  for  the  same: 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  before  any  ship  or  vessel  on 
which  any  flour  shall  be  laden  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  shall 
be  cleared  out  the  master  of  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  produce 
to  the  said  naval  officer  a  certificate,  to  be  filed  by  the  said  naval 
officer,  from  the  proper  [officer]  to  be  appointed  by  the  presi- 
dent and  council  for  that  purpose,  acknowledging  the  receipt, 
or,  in  case  the  same  shall  not  be  accepted,  the  tender  of  a 
quantity  of  good  merchantable  flour  of  wheat  for  the  use  of  the 
public  equal  to  one-third  part  [of]  the  quantity  of  flour  laden 
in  such  vessel,  the  same  to  be  paid  for  at  the  market  price,  at 
the  time  of  delivery.  Provided,  That  the  supreme  executive 
council  shall  be  and  hereby  is  vested  with  power  to  take  off 
the  first  above-mentioned  restriction  when  it  appears  to  them 
that  the  quota  of  flour  desired  by  Congress  of  this  state  is  pro- 
vided or  for  other  reasons  by  them  deemed  sufficient. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  Provided  also,  and  be  it 
further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  nothing  in  this 
act  shall  be  construed  to  discharge  the  master  of  any  ship  or 
other  vessel  lading  flour  in  pursuance  of  this  act  from  exhibit- 
ing and  delivering  to  the  said  naval  officer  a  fair  and  true 
manifest  of  the  lading  of  such  ship  or  other  vessel,  or  from  at- 
testing to  the  same,  or  from  giving  bond  for  the  due  lading 
thereof  or  any  other  requisite  of  the  act  of  assembly,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  regulation  of  navigation  and  trade  in  this 
state," *  passed  on  the  tenth  day  of  September,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight. 


i  Passed  September  10,  1778,  Chapter  813. 
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[Section  VI. ]  And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted,  That  if  such 
master  shall  neglect  to  perform  the  said  requisites,  such  neglect 
shall  be  a  forfeiture  of  the  bond  taken  from  him  and  his  sure- 
ties before  he  was  permitted  to  lade  flour  in  pursuance  of  this 
act. 

[Section  VII. ]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  fines,  penalties  and  for- 
feitures provided  for  offenses  against  this  act  and  the  act  first 
herein  recited  for  laying  an  embargo  and  reviving  and  continu- 
ing the  same,  shall  be  imposed  and  levied  on  all  persons  and 
ships  and  their  lading,  this  act  notwithstanding,  unless  it  shall 
be  made  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court  and  jury  that 
the  conditions,  regulations  and  limitations  of  this  act  have  been 
fully  complied  with. 

[Section  VIII.  ]  Lastly,  it  is  declared  that  nothing  in  this  act 
is  intended  to  restrain  or  limit  the  power  given  by  the  constitu- 
tion to  the  president  and  council  to  lay  embargoes  whenever 
they  think  proper. 

Passed  December  22,  1780.  See  the  note  to  the  Act  of  Assembly 
passed  February  28,  1780,  Chapter  876;  and  the  Acts  of  Assembly 
passed  February  27,  1781,  Chapter  928;  June  7,  1781,  Chapter  943. 
Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  407,  &c. 


CHAPTER  CMXXIII. 


AN  ACT  TO  REVIVE  AND  AMEND  AN  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO 
SUSPEND  THE  OPERATION  FOR  A  LIMITED  TIME  OF  THE  SEVERAL 
LAWS  OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH  FOR  MAKING  THE  BILLS  OF 
CREDIT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  A  LEGAL  TENDER  IN  THE  PAY- 
MENT OF  DEBTS  EQUAL  TO  GOLD  AND  SILVER."  i 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  above-recited  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  suspend  the  operation  for  a  limited  time  of  the  several 
laws  of  this  commonwealth  for  making  the  bills  of  credit  of 
the  United  States  a  legal  tender  in  the  payment  of  debts  equal 
to  gold  and  silver," *  passed  the  thirty-first  day  of  May  last  past, 

i  Passed  May  31,  1780,  Chapter  91L 
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would  have  expired  by  its  own  limitation  at  the  end  of  the 
[last  session  of]  assembly,  but  the  same  was  continued  by  an 
act  passed  the  twenty-second  day  of  September  last,  until  the 
end  of  the  present  session  of  assembly,  and  it  is  just  and 
necessary  that  the  same  should  be  continued  until  the  value  of 
the  said  currency  can  be  fixed  at  some  certain  standard,  and  a 
proper  mode  established,  which  will  make  the  advantages  equal 
to  both  debtor  and  creditor: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  said  act,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  suspend  the  operation  for  a  limited  time  of 
the  several  laws  of  this  commonwealth  for  making  the  bills 
of  credit  of  the  United  States  a  legal  tender  in  the  payment 
of  debts  equal  to  gold  and  silver," x  passed  the  thirty-first  day 
of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  every  ar- 
ticle, matter  and  thing  therein  contained  (except  the  clause 
limiting  the  time  of  its  continuance)  is  hereby  revived  and  con- 
tinued and  declared  to  be  in  full  force,  except  where  the  same 
is  hereby  altered  or  amended. 

[Section  II. ]  (Sction  III,  P.  L.)  Provided  always  neverthe- 
less, That  where  any  person  or  persons  are  about  to  remove  out 
of  this  state  and  refuse  to  give  security  to  their  creditor  or 
creditors,  or  where  any  person  or  persons  refuse  to  appear  with- 
out process,  and  put  in  special  bail  to  the  plaintiff's  action 
for  the  debt  or  cause  for  which  he  complains,  or  where  any 
tenant  or  tenants  have  committed  or  shall  commit  any  waste 
or  destruction  in  the  houses  or  lands  or  hold  possession  against 
the  will  of  the  landlord  after  the  expiration  of  the  lease,  in 
all  such  cases  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  landlords 
or  creditors  to  make  distresses  or  bring  suits  as  the  case  may 
require  for  their  rents,  debts  or  demands,  and  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  first-mentioned  act  suspending  the  operation  of 
the  several  laws  of  this  commonwealth  for  making  the  bills 
of  credit  of  the  United  States  a  legal  tender  in  the  payment 
of  debts  equal  to  gold  and  silver,  revived  and  continued  by  this 
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act,  shall  be  extended  to  such  landlords  and  creditors  in  as  full 
and  ample  a  manner  as  if  no  such  distress  had  been  made  or 
suit  brought,  anything  in  the  proviso  to  the  first-mentioned 
act  revived  and  amended  by  this  act,  or  in  this  act  contained  to 
the  contrary  thereof  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

Passed  December  22,  1780.  See  the  note  to  the  Act  of  Assembly 
passed  May  31,  1780,  Chapter  911;  and  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed 
June  21, 1781,  Chapter  945.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  409,  &c. 


CHAPTER  CMXXIV. 


A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  AN  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  STRIKING  THE 
SUM  OP  ONE  HUNDRED  THOUSAND  POUNDS  IN  BILLS  OF  CREDIT  FOR 
THE  PRESENT  SUPPORT  OF  THE  ARMY  AND  FOR  ESTABLISHING  A 
FUND  FOR  THE  REDEMPTION  OF  THE  SAME  AND  FOR  OTHER  PUR- 
POSES THEREIN  MENTIONED."  l 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  it  is  necessary  that  the  bills  of 
credit  emitted  and  made  current  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
for  striking  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  in  bills 
of  credit  for  the  present  support  of  the  army  and  for  establish- 
ing a  fund  for  the  redemption  of  the  same  and  for  other  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned," *  be  made  a  legal  tender  in  all  cases 
whatsover: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and  it 
is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  bills  of  credit 
emitted  by  the  act  aforesaid  be  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be 
legal  tender  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever,  and  shall 
be  taken  and  received  in  payment  in  all  bargains,  contracts, 
purchases,  agreements,  dealings,  debts,  dues  and  demands  ac- 
cording to  the  sum  specified  in  the  said  bills,  to  be  taken  and 
received  at  the  rate  or  value  of  fifteen  shillings  fbr  every  two 
dollars  and  so  in  proportion  for  a  larger  or  less  sum  and  of 
equal  value  in  the  payment  of  such  bargain,  contract,  purchase, 

i  Passed  March  25,  1870,  Chapter  907. 
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agreement,  dealing,  debt,  due  and  demand  whatsoever  with 
two  Spanish  milled  dollars,  each  weighing  seventeen  penny- 
weight and  six  grains,  and  sixty  shillings  of  the  emission  afore- 
said shall  be  taken  and  received  at  the  rate  of  or  equal  in  value 
to  one  gold  half  Johannes  of  Portugal  weighing  nine  penny- 
weight, and  in  like  proportion  for  all  other  gold  or  silver  coin, 
any  contract,  agreement  or  bargain  between  parties  to  the 
contrary  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or  persons, 
bodies  politic  and  corporate  from  and  after  the  publication  of 
this  act  shall  refuse  to  receive  any  of  the  said  bills  of  credit, 
when  tendered  in  payment  of  any  debt,  bargain,  contract  or 
demand  whatsoever,  provided  the  whole  of  the  said  debt  or 
demand  be  so  tendered,  such  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic 
and  corporate  so  refusing  shall  be  forever  barred  from  suing 
for  and  recovering  the  same  from  any  judge  or  in  any  court  of 
this  state. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  whatsoever  shall, 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  refuse  to  take  and  receive  any 
of  the  bills  of  credit  aforesaid,  in  payment  for  any  live  stock, 
necessary  of  life,  commodity,  manufacture,  article  or  goods 
whatsoever  which  he  or  she  shall  sell,  or  expose  to  sale  or  offer 
the  same  for  a  less  price  or  smaller  sum  of  money  to  be  paid 
in  gold  or  silver  than  in  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  as  afore- 
said, or  that  shall  give  or  receive  a  greater  nominal  sum  of 
said  bills  of  credit  for  less  in  gold  or  silver,  every  such  person 
being  thereof  legally  convicted  in  any  court  of  general  quarter 
sessions  of  the  peace  in  this  state,  shall,  for  the  first  offense, 
forfeit  and  pay  double  the  value  of  the  article  or  articles  so 
sold  or  exposed  to  sale,  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  person  or 
persons  giving  information  of  the  same  and  prosecuting  the  of- 
fender to  conviction,  and  the  other  moiety  for  the  use  of  the 
poor  of  the  city,  district  or  township  where  the  offense  shall  be 
committed,  and  for  the  second  offense  shall  suffer  imprison- 
ment during  the  present  war  and  forfeit  to  the  commonwealth 
one-half  of  his  or  her  lands,  tenements  goods  and  chattels. 
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[Section  IV.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  party  giving  information 
as  aforesaid  shall  be  admitted  a  competent  witness  on  the  trial 
of  offenders  against  this  act,  any  law,  custom  or  usage  to  the 
contrary  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  so  much  of  the  bills  of  credit 
aforesaid  as  have  been  received  by  the  lieutenants  and  sub- 
lieutenants of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  several  counties 
of  this  state,  the  collectors  of  taxes  or  other  public  dues,county 
treasurers  and  all  public  agents  for  or  on  account  of  any  tax, 
public  due,  militia  fine  or  forfeiture  whatever  shall,  in  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  said  officers  and  agents  re- 
spectively be  estimated  and  paid  at  the  same  rate  at  which 
the  said  bills  were  received  by  them  respectively. 

[Section  VI. ]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  rate  of  exchange  between 
continental  currency  and  the  bills  of  credit  hereby  made  legal 
tender  shall  be  and  hereby  is  declared  to  be  seventy-five  of  the 
former  for  one  of  the  latter,  which  rate  of  exchange  shall  con- 
tinue to  the  first  day  of  February  next,  and  the  supreme  execu- 
tive council  are  [hereby]  empowered  and  required  from  and 
after  the  said  first  day  of  February  to  publish  in  the  several 
English  and  German  newspapers  printed  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, in  the  first  week  in  every  month  the  then  rate  of  exchange 
between  specie  and  continental  money  which  exchange  so  pub- 
lished in  each  month  shall  be  the  exchange  between  continental 
money  and  the  state  money  hereby  made  a  legal  tender. 

Passed  December  23,  1780.    See  the  note  to  the  Act  of  Assembly 
passed  March  25, 1780,  Chapter  907.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  410,  &c. 
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CHAPTER  CMXXV. 


AN  ACT  FOR  AN  IMPOST  ON  GOODS,  WARES  AND  MERCHANDISE  IM- 
PORTED INTO  THIS  STATE. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  in  and  by  an  act  of  assembly  of 
this  commonwealth,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  regulation  of 
navigation  and  trade  in  this  state,"  *  passed  on  the  tenth  day  of 
September,  which  was  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  among  other  things  it  was 
enacted  and  directed  "That  the  master  of  any  ship  or  other 
vessel,  except  ships  or  vessels  of  war,  privateers  and  their 
prizes,  arriving  at  any  port  of  this  state  shall,  within  forty-eight 
hours  after  such  arrival,  repair  to  the  naval  office  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  and  there  exhibit  and  deliver  to  the  naval 
officer  of  this  state  a  true  manifest,  signed  by  the  said  master, 
of  all  the  goods,  wares  and  merchandise,  laden  and  imported 
in  such  ship  or  vessel,  setting  forth  the  packages,  marks  and 
number  thereof,  and  the  nature  and  quantity  of  their  contents, 
in  number,  weight  and  measure,  as  they  are  commonly  counted, 
estimated  and  sold,  and  also  his  own  name  and  surname,  the 
name  and  burden  of  his  ship  or  vessel,  the  names  and  abode 
of  the  owner  or  owners  thereof,  the  country,  port  or  place  where 
the  said  cargo  was  shipped,  together  with  such  documents  as 
are  usually  furnished  in  such  place  of  lading,  to  masters  of 
vessels  sailing  from  thence  with  goods,  wares  and  merchan- 
dise." 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  is  necessary  at  this  time 
for  the  public  service  that  further  and  other  funds  besides  the 
taxes  on  estates,  real  and  personal,  should  be  established. 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  considerable  sums  may  be 
levied  by  a  small  impost  on  goods  and  merchandise  imported 
into  this  state,  without  burdening  commerce: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly 

l  Passed  September  10,  1778,  Chapter  925.  ""  — — 
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met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after 
the  first  day  of  February  next,  there  shall  be  raised,  collected 
and  paid  the  duties  hereinafter  set  forth  and  particularized, 
upon  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandise,  except  as  hereinafter 
excepted.  That  is  to  say,  upon  every  gallon  of  rum,  brandy 
and  other  spirituous  liquors,  two  pence.  Upon  every  gallon 
of  Maderia  wine,  four  pence.  Upon  all  other  wines,  two  pence. 
Upon  all  wines  in  bottles,  six  pence  per  dozen.  Upon  every 
hundred  weight  of  unrefined  sugar,  one  shilling.  Upon  every 
hundred  weight  of  loaf  sugar,  one  shilling  and  six  pence.  Upon 
every  gallon  of  molasses,  one  penny.  Upon  every  hundred 
weight  of  coffee,  one  shilling.  Upon  every  hundred  weight  of 
cocoa,  one  shilling.  Upon  every  pound  of  green  tea,  six  pence. 
Upon  every  pound  of  bohea  and  other  tea,  one  penny.  Upon 
all  other  goods  and  merchandise,  one  per  centum  upon  the 
value  thereof,  to  be  estimated  and  fixed  by  the  importer  or  his 
agent. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  the  naval  officer,  in  behalf 
of  the  commonwealth,  shall  tender  to  the  importer  the  sum 
of  money  at  which  any  specific  quantity  of  goods,  imported 
into  this  state  shall  be  valued  as  aforesaid,  together  with  ten 
per  centum  over  and  above  such  sum,  the  property  of  the  said 
goods,  together  with  the  casks  and  other  packages  wherein  they 
shall  be  contained,  shall,  thereupon  vest  in  the  commonwealth, 
and  the  importer  shall  be  liable  for  all  freight  and  other 
charges  which  shall  have  accrued  upon  the  same  previous  to 
the  landing;  and  a  permit  shall  be  granted  for  the  landing  of 
such  goods  for  the  use  of  the  state,  and  the  commonwealth, 
if  necessary,  may  sue  for  and  recover  the  possession  of  such 
goods,  for  which  tender  shall  be  made  as  aforesaid,  by  action 
of  detinue,  trover  and  conversion,  or  replevin  as  may  be  thought 
best. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  naval  officer  shall, 
upon  due  entry  of  any  goods,  wares  and  merchandise,  imported 
as  aforesaid,  and  upon  payment  of,  or  securing  the  duties  im- 
posed by  this  act,  by  a  sufficient  bond,  payable  within  one 
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month  after  the  date  of  such  bond,  to  the  commonwealth,  and 
not  otherwise,  grant  a  permit  for  the  landing  thereof. 

(Section  VII,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  if  the  master  of 
any  ship. or  other  vessel  shall  not,  upon  delivering  his  manifest 
to  the  said  naval  officer  as  aforesaid,  pay  or  secure  as  is  herein- 
before directed  the  duties  by  this  act  imposed  upon  the  goods, 
wares  and  merchandise  of  which  he  shall  make  report,  that 
each  particular  importer  may  pay  or  secure  in  manner  afore- 
said, the  duties  imposed  and  payable  on  his  own  property,  and 
such  importer  shall  thereupon  be  entitled  to  a  permit  for  the 
landing  of  the  same. 

(Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  Provided  also,  That  if  any  goods,  wares 
and  merchandise  imported  into  this  state,  and  which  shall  be 
liable  to  any  duty  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  remain  in  any 
ship  or  other  vessel  after  ten  days,  to  be  reckoned  from  the  ar- 
rival of  such  ship  or  vessel  without  the  said  duty  being  paid 
or  secured  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
master  of  the  ship  or  vessel  in  which  such  goods  remain  and 
who  shall  not  be  willing  to  pay  or  secure  the  duties  thereon, 
to  deliver  the  same  to  the  said  naval  officer,  to  be  warehoused 
or  otherwise  secured  and  kept  at  the  charge  and  risk  of  the 
owner  thereof;  and  such  delivery  shall  exonerate  the  said 
master.  And  the  said  naval  officer  shall  keep  all  goods,  wares 
and  merchandise  so  delivered  to  him,  other  than  perishable 
goods  for  and  during  the  term  of  three  months,  after  which, 
being  first  appraised,  they  may  be  sold  at  auction  by  the  naval 
officer  upon  the  order  of  the  president  and  council,  and  the 
money  thence  arising  after  the  said  duty  and  all  charges  shall 
be  deducted  shall  be  lodged  with  the  state  treasurer  for  the  use 
of  the  owner. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  the  master  of  any  ship  or 
vessel,  or  other  person,  shall  unload  or  discharge  out  of  any 
ship  or  vessel,  being  in  the  river  Delaware  or  any  branch 
thereof,  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandise,  with  intent  to  land 
the  same  within  this  state,  before  entry,  and  without  having 
obtained  a  permit  for  so  doing,  or  if  any  person  shall  be  aiding 
and  assisting  in  landing  or  in  conveying  or  housing  the  same, 
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every  such  person  so  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  any  sum 
not  exceeding  five  hundred  pounds,  and  all  goods,  wares  and 
merchandise  so  landed,  or  the  value  thereof,  shall  be  forfeited 
and  the  goods  shall  be  seized  by  the  [said]  naval  officer  or  his 
deputy. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  naval  officer  or  his 
deputy  and  assistants  shall  have  full  power  and  authority,  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  to  enter  any  ship  or  vessel,  and  into  any  house 
or  other  place  where  he  shall  have  reason  to  suspect  that  any 
goods,  wares  or  merchandise  liable  to  the  said  duty  shall  be 
concealed,  and  therein  to  search  for  the  same  and  to  do  all  other 
things  which  shall  be  necessary  to  secure  the  said  duties,  or  to 
seize  and  secure  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandise  which  he 
shall  suppose  to  be  forfeited.  And  in  case  of  refusal  or  oppo- 
sition, having  first  obtained  from  the  justices  of  the  supreme 
court,  or  any  two  of  them,  or  in  their  absence  from  any  two 
justices  of  the  peace  of  the  proper  city  or  county,  a  writ  of 
assistance,  shall  break  open  doors  and  remove  obstacles  and 
do  and  perform  every  and  all  other  things  which  by  this  act 
he  is  authorized  to  do. 

(Section  XI,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  no  search  of  any 
dwelling  shall  be  made  in  manner  aforesaid  until  due  cause  of 
suspicion  hath  been  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  a  justice  of 
the  supreme  court  or  of  a  justice  of  the  peace,  as  in  the  case  of 
stolen  goods,  nor  before  sun  rise  nor  after  sun  setting. 

[Section  VI. ]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  masters  of  vessels  and 
ether  persons  trading  and  plying  in  the  Delaware  and  coming 
into  any  port  or  place  within  this  state,  having  on  board  any 
ship,  sloop,  shallop  or  other  vessel  any  of  the  goods  liable  to 
pay  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act,  shall  and  they  are  hereby 
required  and  enjoined  to  observe  and  comply  with  the  direc- 
tions of  this  act,  under  like  pains,  penalties  and  forfeitures  as 
in  the  case  of  ships  and  other  vessels  arriving  from  beyond  sea. 
Provided,  That  no  river  vessel  shall  be  hereby  obliged  to  pay 
any  greater  fee  than  two  shillings  for  exhibiting  a  manifest  of 
any  goods  liable  to  the  said  duty. 
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(Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  the  penalties  imposed  by 
the  act  hereinbefore  recited  will  be  hereafter  insufficient  to  en- 
force the  exhibiting  of  manifests  by  masters  of  ships  arriving 
in  the  ports  of  this  state: 

[Section  VII. ]  (Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  master  of  any  ship  op 
vessel,  arriving  in  any  port  of  this  state,  shall  neglect  or 
refuse  to  exhibit  the  manifest  of  his  cargo  by  the  said-recited 
act  enjoined,  in  the  manner  and  within  the  time  therein  pre- 
scribed, every  such  master  so  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  pounds. 

{Section  VIII. ]  (Section  XV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  several  fines,  penalties 
and  forfeitures  which  shall  be  incurred  by  any  offense  against 
this  act,  or  against  the  act  aforesaid,  may  be  prosecuted  and 
recovered,  if  the  same  shall  be  under  the  value  or  sum  of  fifty 
pounds,  before  any  two  justices  of  the  proper  county,  with 
appeal  to  the  quarter  sessions,  where  the  same  shall  be  finally 
determined,  as  in  the  case  of  fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures 
inflicted  by  the  excise  laws  of  this  state,  and  no  certiorari  shall 
lie  in  such  case;  but  if  the  same  shall  exceed  the  value  or  sum 
of  fifty  pounds,  then  in  the  proper  county  court  of  common 
pleas,  or  in  the  supreme  court,  at  the  election  of  the  prosecutor, 
and  shall  be  distributed  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  prosecutor 
and  the  other  moiety  to  the  commonwealth;  and  in  every  prose- 
cution against  goods  seized,  as  forfeited  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
the  onus  probandi  shall  lie  upon  the  claimant,  and  not  upon 
the  prosecutor,  and  no  claim  for  the  same  shall  be  admitted 
before  security  be  entered  for  the  costs  of  suit. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XVI,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  be 
it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  the  said 
naval  officer  or  any  other  person  shall  be  sued  or  prosecuted 
for  anything  done  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  he  may  plead  the 
general  issue  and  give  this  act  and  the  special  matter  in  evi- 
dence for  his  justification,  and  if,  upon  trial  thereof,  a  verdict 
shall  be  given  or  upon  demurrer  judgment  shall  go  for  the 
defendant,  or  if  the  plaintiff  or  prosecutor  shall  become  non- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1780]  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  257 

suit,  or  discontinue  or  fail  of  prosecution  the  defendant  shall 
recover  treble  costs  of  suit. 

(Section  XVII,  P.  L.)  Provided  also,  That  no  jauit  for  any- 
thing done  in  pursuance  of  this  act  shall  be  brought  unless 
such  suit  be  commenced  within  one  year  next  after  the  injury 
or  pretended  injury  shall  be  done  or  committed. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XVII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  naval  officer  shall 
keep  fair,  distinct  and  true  accounts  of  all  his  doings  relative 
to  the  premises,  and  shall,  once  in  every  month,  pay  over  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  state  all  moneys  belonging  to  the  common- 
wealth which  shall  come  to  his  hands,  and  shall  submit  all 
his  books  and  papers  at  all  times  to  the  inspection  of  the  presi- 
dent and  council,  or  of  such  person  as  they  shall  authorize 
for  that  purpose;  and  shall,  once  in  every  year,  or  oftener  if 
required,  settle  his  accounts  with  the  auditors  of  the  public 
accounts,  or  otherwise,  as  the  general  assembly  for  the  time 
being  shall  direct.  And  the  said  naval  officer,  for  his  reward 
in  executing  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  an  half  per  centum  on 
the  whole  of  the  moneys  by  him  received  and  paid,  and  two  shil- 
lings from  the  party  executing  any  bond  for  each  bond  he  shall 
take  as  aforesaid,  and  to  no  other  satisfaction. 

[Section  XL]  (Section  XIX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted, 
That  the  said  duties  shall  be  payable  in  gold  or  silver,  as  the 
same  was  taken  in  payments  and  passed  current  in  the  late 
province  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  which 
was  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-five,  or  other  current  money  equivalent;  and  all  fines 
and  penalties  and  other  moneys  in  this  act  mentioned  shall  be 
deemed,  accounted,  levied,  satisfied  and  paid  accordingly. 

[Section  XIL]  (Section  XX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  naval  officer 
shall  give  bond  to  the  commonwealth  with  two  sufficient 
sureties  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds  of  gold  and  silver 
money  aforesaid,  or  other  money  equivalent,  conditioned 
for  the  due  and  faithful  performance  of,  as  well  the  duties 
required  of  him  by  this  act,  as  of  those  enjoined  upon  him  by 
the  act  of  assembly  hereinbefore  recited.  And  the  sureties 
17— X 
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offered  by  the  said  naval  officer  shall  be  subject  to  the  appro- 
bation of  the  president  and  council,  and  the  bond  given  by  him 
shall  be  recorded  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the 
supreme  executive  council.  And  the  naval  officer  may  appoint 
a  deputy  or  deputies,  for  whom  he  shall  be  answerable. 

(Section  XXI,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  nothing  in  this 
act  shall  give  any  authority  to  demand  or  collect  any  impost 
or  duty  on  common  salt,  saltpetre,  gun-powder,  lead  or  shot,  or 
on  prize  goods  or  on  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  of  the 
growth,  product  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  or  any  of  them. 

(Section  XXII,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  is  just  and  necessary 
that  the  repayment  of  any  loan  or  loans  which  have  been  or 
may  be  negotiated  in  consequence  of  certain  resolutions  of  the 
late  assembly,  passed  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  May  last,  should 
be  provided  for  and  secured: 

[Section  XIII. ]  (Section  XXIII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  so  much  of  the  said 
duties  as  may  amount  to  the  loan  or  loans  negotiated  as  afore- 
said shall  be  reserved  and  set  apart  in  the  hands  of  the  state 
treasurer  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  supreme  executive  council, 
for  the  express  purpose  of  discharging  the  full  amount  of  the 
said  loan  or  loans,  together  with  the  interest  which  may  accrue 
thereon,  according  to  the  terms  upon  which  the  said  loan  or 
loans  have  been  or  shall  be  procured. 

Passed  December  23,  17&0.  See  the  note  to  the  Act  of  As- 
sembly passed  September  10,  1778,  Chapter  815;  and  the  Acts  of 
Assembly  passed  April  5,  1781,  Chapter  937;  April  9,  1782,  Chapter 
965;  November  22,  1782,  Chapter  998;  March  20,  1783,  Chapter  1018 
September  17,  1783,  Chapter  1032;  September  25,  1783,  Chapter  1051 
November  18,  1783,  Chapter  1058;  March  15,  1784,  Chapter  1076 
March  16,  1785,  Chapter  1137;  April  2,  1785,  Chapter  1157;  Septem- 
ber 20,  1785,  Chapter  1188;  December  24,  1785,  Chapter  1198  (the 
two  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  )  April  8,  1786,  Chapters  1226,  1227; 
September  26,  1786,  Chapter  1254;  March  15,  1787,  Chapter  1276; 
September  17,  1788,  Chapter  1354;  September  29,  1789,  Chapter  1454. 
The  power  of  laying  duties  or  imposts  on  imports  or  exports  was 
surrendered  to  the  United  States,  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  Article  I,  Section  X.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  410,  &c 
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CHAPTER  CMXXVI. 


AN  ACT  TO  COMPLETE  THE  QUOTA  OP  THE  FEDERAL  ARMY  ASSIGNED 

TO  THIS  STATE. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  the  practice  of  enlisting  soldiers 
for  short  terms,  has  been  attended  with  great  inconvenience 
and  danger  to  this  and  the  United  States  in  creating  a  necessity 
of  frequently  calling  forth  the  militia,  at  a  very  heavy  ex- 
pense, and  waste  of  important  time,  and  by  reducing  the  forces 
in  the  field  at  critical  periods  to  a  number  vastly  inadequate 
to  the  service,  for  the  prevention  of  which  in  future  the  legisla- 
ture conceive  it  to  be  absolutely  necessary  to  raise,  with  all 
possible  expedition,  a  sufficient  number  of  troops  to  complete 
the  quota  of  the  army  required  of  this  state  by  the  honorable 
the  Congress,  to  serve  during  the  present  war  with  Great 
Britain  and  have  therefore  agreed,  That: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  It  be  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  there  shall,  with  all  convenient 
speed,  be  enlisted  within  this  state  two  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred able-bodied  men  to  serve  during  the  present  war  with 
Great  Britain,  who  shall  be  raised  and  procured  by  or  at  the 
expense  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the 
several  counties  of  this  state  in  number  and  according  to  the 
proportions  following,  to  wit,  by  the  city  [and  county]  of  Phila- 
delphia, eight  hundred  and  ninety-five.  The  county  of  Bucks, 
one  hundred  and  seventy-seven.  The  county  of  Chester,  two 
hundred  and  eighty-four.  The  county  of  Lancaster,  three  hun- 
dred and  eighty-four.  The  county  of  York,  two  hundred  and 
fourteen.  The  county  of  Cumberland,  two  hundred  and  two. 
The  county  of  Berks,  one  hundred  and  ninety-three.  The 
county  of  Northampton,  one  hundred  and  twelve.  The  county 
of  Bedford,  sixty-one.  The  county  of  Northumberland,  sev- 
enty-five, and  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  one  hundred  and 
three,  \      [■  •••"  £l~  $ 
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[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  city 
and  several  counties  of  this  state,  respectively,  or  any  two  of 
them,  shall  direct  the  assessors  of  the  several  townships,  wards 
and  districts  in  the  said  city  and  counties,  respectively,  to  meet 
at  the  times  and  places  hereinafter  mentioned:  That  is  to  say,  in 
the  city  and  counties  of  Philadelphia,  Bucks,  Chester,  Lan- 
caster, Berks  and  Northampton  on  or  before  the  twenty-second 
day  of  January  next;  and  in  the  counties  of  York,  Cumberland, 
Bedford,  Northumberland  and  Westmoreland,  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  February  next,  at  the  usual  places  of  holding  courts 
in  the  said  city  and  counties,  respectively,  or  at  such  other 
place  or  places  where  the  said  commissioners  shall  think  most 
convenient,  and  shall  then  and  there,  in  conjunction  with  the 
said  assessors,  proceed  to  class  the  taxable  persons  and  prop- 
erty within  the  said  city  and  counties,  respectively,  in  such 
manner  that  the  said  property,  together  with  a  proportionable 
sum  on  all  taxable  single  freemen  shall  be  divided  into  as 
many  equal  parts  as  the  said  quota  of  men,  which  the  said  city 
or  counties,  respectively,  are  by  this  act  required  to  enlist, 
shall  consist  of,  paying  due  regard  to  the  ease  and  convenience 
of  the  inhabitants  by  including  those  who  reside  near  to  each 
other  within  the  same  class;  and  shall  transmit  to  the  several 
classes,  by  persons  by  them  to  be  appointed  for  that  service, 
an  order  in  writing,  under  the  hands  of  the  said  commissioners, 
or  any  two  of  them,  with  a  duplicate  annexed,  containing  the 
names  of  each  and  every  person  composing  the  same,  requiring 
each  of  the  said  classes  to  enlist  during  the  war,  and  deliver  to 
the  proper  officer  one  able-bodied  recruit  within  fifteen  days 
thereafter. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  class  which  shall  de- 
liver a  soldier  who  was  enlisted  during  the  present  war,  and 
hath  deserted  the  service,  to  the  officer  appointed  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  excused  from  furnishing  a  recruit  as  above  required. 

(Section  V,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  authorize  any  person  or  persons  to  enlist  any 
deserter  from  the  British  army,  or  from  the  navy  of  the  United 
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States,  as  a  recruit  for  the  class  to  which  he  belongs  or  for  any 
other. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  class  or  classes  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  enlist  one  able-bodied  recruit  as  aforesaid, 
within  the  time  limited  and  directed,  or  to  make  return  thereof 
to  the  assessor  of  the  proper  township,  ward  or  district,  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  two 
of  them,  and  the  assessor  of  such  ward,  district  or  township, 
where  such  neglect  or  refusal  shall  happen,  to  proceed  and  levy 
on  each  class  so  neglecting  or  refusing  a  tax  not  exceeding 
fifteen  pounds  specie,  or  other  current  money  equivalent,  on 
the  persons  severally  composing  such  class  or  classes,  in  equal 
proportions,  according  to  the  last  public  tax  levied  therein, 
which  they  are  hereby  enjoined  and  directed  to  do  within  two 
days  after  such  neglect  or  refusal,  and  shall  cause  the  same  to 
be  levied,  collected  and  paid  in  the  manner  at  present  in  force 
and  practice  with  respect  to  other  taxes. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  where  any  class  or  person 
therein  shall  furnish  such  recruit,  and  any  dispute  may  arise 
€ibout  the  sum  or  sums  of  money  which  any  person  or  persons 
therein  should  or  ought  to  pay  towards  the  enlistment  of  such 
recruit,  or  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  their  proportion  thereof 
the  same  shall  be  adjusted,  collected  and  paid  in  the  manner 
directed  in  the  foregoing  clause  for  the  levying,  collecting  and 
paying  the  expenses  of  enlistment  in  cases  where  the  classes 
have  neglected  or  refused. 

[Section  VI. ]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  supreme  executive  council 
be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  appoint 
an  officer  or  officers  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  and  taking 
all  recruits  in  charge  that  shall  be  enlisted  in  pursuance  of  this 
act,  and  make  such  drafts  on  the  treasurer  of  the  state  for  the 
filling  up  the  aforesaid  quota  of  troops  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia and  the  several  counties  as  by  them  from  time  to  time  shall 
be  judged  necessary,  in  favor  of  such  officer  or  officers  to  be 
by  them  appointed  for  the  service  aforesaid,  so  as  the  sums 
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drawn  for  do  not  exceed  the  penalties  incurred  by  the  delin- 
quent classes. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  such  recruit,  enlisted 
for  any  class,  shall  be  attested  before  the  next  or  some  justice 
of  the  peace,  and  if  accepted  by  him,  shall,  by  one  of  the  said 
classes,  be  delivered  to  the  nearest  officer  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  who,  upon  the  receipt  of  such  recruit  and  certificate 
from  the  said  justice  of  the  peace  of  his  having  been  attested 
as  above,  shall  give  a  receipt  in  favor  of  such  class  for  said  re- 
cruit. 

[Section  VIII.  ]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  moneys  paid  by  executors, 
guardians  or  others  in  legal  trust,  in  right  of  another,  in  pursu- 
ance of  this  act,  shall  be  allowed  in  their  accounts  at  the  time 
of  the  settlement  thereof. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  recruit  so  enlisted  and 
entered  into  the  army  shall  receive  one  complete  suit  of  clothes 
each  year,  and  at  the  end  of  the  war  two  hundred  acres  of  land 
and  all  other  pay,  gratuities  and  exemptions  that  other  soldiers 
in  the  line  of  this  state  are  or  shall  be  entitled  to. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  any  county  commissioner 
herein  required  to  perform  certain  duties  and  neglecting  or 
refusing  so  to  do,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  this  act  (except  in  case  of  sickness  or  removal),  shall  be  fined 
by  the  supreme  executive  council  of  this  state  in  any  sum  not 
exceeding  five  hundred  pounds,  and  any  assessor,  collector  or 
other  person  required  in  pursuance  of  this  act  to  perform  any 
duty  and  neglecting  or  refusing  to  perform  the  same  (except 
as  above  excepted)  shall  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  pounds,  by  the  commissioners  of  the  city  or  any  of 
the  counties  of  this  state,  or  any  two  of  them,  where  the  offense 
may  happen,  who  shall  appoint  another  or  others  in  their  stead. 

(Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  may  happen  that  a  part 
or  the  whole  of  the  property  in  some  of  the  said  classes  may  not 
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have  any  person  in  the  occupation  or  possession  thereof  or  resi- 
dent thereon  to  represent  it: 

[Section  XL]  (Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  collector  of  the  township, 
ward  or  district  wherein  such  property  may  be  found  shall  give 
speedy  information  thereof  to  the  commissioners  of  the  county, 
who  shall,  without  delay,  publish,  or  cause  to  be  published,  in 
some  of  the  newspapers,  printed  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  for 
three  weeks  successively  an  account  of  all  property  so  circum- 
stanced in  their  said  county,  and  of  the  sum  or  sums  of  money 
chargeable  thereon,  requiring  the  owner  or  owners  to  make  pay- 
ment thereof  to  the  proper  person  at  or  before  the  expiration  of 
two  months  from  the  date  of  such  publication;  and,  on  failure 
of  such  payment  at  the  expiration  of  such  term,  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  proper  county,  or  any  two  of  them,  may,  and  they 
are  hereby  authorized,  empowered  and  required  to  expose  such 
property,  or  as  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  to  pay  such 
sum  or  sums  of  money,  with  reasonable  costs,  to  sale  at  public 
auction,  and,  after  due  and  public  notice  given  of  such  intended 
sale  for  at  least  ten  days,  to  sell  the  same  to  the  highest  and 
best  bidder;  and  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them, 
shall  convey  any  houses,  lands  or  tenements  so  sold  to  the 
purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof  in  fee  simple  or  for  such  es- 
tate as  the  delinquent  owner  thereof  held  the  same,  which 
shall  be  good  and  valid  in  law;  and  the  said  commissioners, 
after  deducting  the  sum  or  sums  of  money  aforesaid,  and  the 
reasonable  costs,  shall  return  and  pay  the  overplus  of  the  con- 
sideration money,  if  any,  to  the  owner  or  owners  when  there-' 
unto  required. 

[Section  XII. ]  (Section  XV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  tenants  in  possession  shall 
be  accountable  for  and  pay  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  charged 
by  virtue  of  this  act  on  the  lands  in  his  or  her  possession,  and 
may  discount  the  same  out  of  his  or  her  rent;  and  in  case  one 
year's  rent  should  prove  insufficient  to  defray  the  same,  the 
said  lands  shall  be  liable  for  the  sums  charged  thereon,  and 
the  same  or  such  parts  thereof  as  may  be  sufficient  may  be  sold 
therefor  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  foregoing  clause. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


264  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  [1780 

[Section  XIII.]  (Section  XVI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  persons  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  commissioners  of  the  city  and  several  counties 
to  transmit  and  deliver  to  the  several  classes,  their  order  with 
the  duplicate  hereinbefore  mentioned,  shall  be  paid  such 
reasonable  rewards,  respectively,  for  that  service  as  shall  be 
agreed  for,  by  drafts  of  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  two  of 
them,  on  the  treasurer  of  the  proper  county,  who  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  answer  and  discharge  the  same  out  of  any  money  in 
his  hands  belonging  to  such  county  and  unappropriated. 

Passed  December  23,  1780.  See  the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  June 
26,  1781,  Chapter  946;  September  29,  1781,  Chapter  951;  August 
11,  1784,  Chapter  1104;  September  6,  1785,  Chapter  1171;  Novem- 
ber 10, 1787,  Chapter  1826.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  413,  &c. 
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Laws  enacted  in  the  Second  Sitting  of  the  Fifth  General  As- 
sembly of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  which  com- 
menced at  Philadelphia  on  Tuesday,  the  sixth  day  of  February, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1781. 


CHAPTER  CMXXVIL 


AN  ACT  TO  SUSPEND  THE  OPERATION  OF  THE  SEVERAL  LAWS  OP 
THIS  COMMONWEALTH  MAKING  THE  BILLS  OP  CREDIT  MADE  CUR- 
RENT BY  THE  RESOLVES  OP  THE  LATE  ASSEMBLIES  OP  PENNSYL- 
VANIA, i  AND  THE  BILLS  OP  CREDIT  ISSUED  BY  THE  ASSEMBLY  OP 
THIS  STATE  THE  TWENTIETH  DAY  OP  MARCH,  IN  THE  YEAR  OP  OUR 
LORD  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY-SEVEN, 
LEGAL  TENDER.  2 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  the  depreciation  of  the  bills  of 
credit  issued  by  the  resolves  of  the  late  assemblies  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  made  legal  tender  by  a  law  of  this  state,  passed 
on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-seven,  and  of  the  bills  of  credit  of  this  state 
issued  by  an  act  passed  on  the  twentieth  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  now  in  circulation, 
and  the  speculation  that  has  taken  place  in  consequence  thereof 
have  opened  a  door  to  numerous  frauds  and  may  operate  to  the 
general  injury  of  virtue  and  morality  and  to  the  great  dis- 
honor of  the  state  unless  timely  prevented: 

And  whereas,  many  of  the  good  citizens  of  this  state  have, 
in  their  petitions  to  this  house,  set  forth  the  very  mischievous 
and  alarming  consequences  of  continuing  the  same  bills  of 
credit  a  legal  tender  and  praying  that  the  laws  making  them 
a  legal  tender  may  be  repealed  or  suspended: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and  it 
is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 

i  Passed  January  29, 1777,  Chapter  738. 

a  Passed  March  20,  1777,  Chapter  752.  < 
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Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  passing 
of  this  act  so  much  of  the  several  acts  of  assembly  of  this  state 
as  makes  the  said  bills  of  credit  a  legal  tender  shall  be  and  is 
hereby  suspended,  anything  in  the  said  laws  to  the  contrary  in 
anywise  notwithstanding. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  Provided  always  neverthe- 
less, That  this  act  shall  not  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend 
to  any  sheriff,  attorney,  executor,  administrator,  guardian  or 
other  person  having  received  money  by  legal  authority  in  right 
of  another,  but  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  make  pay- 
ment in  all  such  cases  as  might  have  been  done  before  the 
passing  of  this  act,  anything  herein  contained  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

(Section  IV,  P.  L.)  Provided  also,  That  nothing  in  this  act 
contained  shall  prevent,  or  be  construed  to  prevent,  the  bills  of 
credit  aforesaid  from  being  of  the  same  value  in  the  payment  of 
taxes  and  all  other  debts  and  demands  whatsoever,  as  the  bills 
of  credit  of  the  United  States  issued  before  the  eighteenth  day 
of  March  last. 

Passed  February  20,  1781.  See  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  April 
3,  1781,  Chapter  935;  June  21,  1781,  Chapter  945.  Recorded  L.  B. 
No.  1,  p.  415,  etc. 


CHAPTER  CMXXVIIL 


AN  ACT  TO  REPEAL  THE  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  REVIVE  AND 
CONTINUE  FOR  A  FURTHER  LIMITED  TIME  THE  ACT  FOR  LAYING  AN 
EMBARGO  ON  THE  EXP0RTATI0N3  OF  PROVISIONS  FROM  THIS 
STATE  BY  SEA  FOR  A  LIMITED  TIME,"  1  AND  ALSO  CERTAIN  PARTS 
OF  AN  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  PERMIT  THE  EXPORTATION 
OF  FLOUR  OF  WHEAT  FROM  THIS  STATE,  BY  SEA  UNDER  CERTAIN 
LIMITATIONS  AND  RESTRICTIONS."  * 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  it  has  been  found  by  experience 
that  prohibitions  on  the  exportation  of  the  commodities  of  this 

i  Passed  September  22,  1780,  Chapter  917. 
2  Passed  December  22,  1780,  Chapter  922. 
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country  have  tended  greatly  to  the  impoverishment  thereof 
without  producing  any  adequate  benefit  to  the  community: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  revive  and  continue  for  a  further  limited  time  the  act  for 
laying  an  embargo  on  the  exportation  of  provisions  from  this 
state  by  sea  for  a  limited  time,"  *  passed  on  the  twenty-second 
day  of  September  last,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

(Section  III,,P.  L.)  And  whereas,  the  limitations  and  restric- 
tions contained  in  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  permit  the  ex- 
portation of  flour  of  wheat  from  this  state  by  sea  under  certain 
limitations  and  restrictions,"2  have  been  productive  of  mis- 
chievous consequences  to  this  state  and  cannot  be  attended  with 
the  advantages  expected  by  the  legislature  by  reason  of  the  full 
liberty  given  to  commerce  in  a  neighboring  state: 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  last  mentioned  act  and 
every  clause,  proviso  and  thing  therein  contained,  except  the 
permission  to  export  the  flour  therein  mentioned,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed,  excepting  also  the  clause  obliging  all 
persons  shipping  flour  of  wheat  to  offer  or  tender  a  quantity 
equal  to  one-third  [part]  of  the  quantity  to  be  shipped  unto 
the  proper  officer  appointed  by  the  president  and  council  for 
that  purpose  as  is  more  fully  and  particularly  expressed  in 
the  seventh  section  of  the  said  act. 

Passed  February  27,  1781.    See  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed 
June  7, 1781,  Chapter  943.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  415,  etc. 


CHAPTER  CMXXIX. 


AN  ACT  TO  DISSOLVE  THE  MARRIAGE  OP  GILES  HICKS  WITH  HIS  WIFE 
HESTER  HICKS  LATE  HESTER  McDANIEL. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  Giles  Hicks,  of  the  state  of  Penn- 

l  Passed  September  22,  1780,  Chapter  917. 
a  Passed  December  22,  1780,  Chapter  922. 
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sylvania,  Esquire,  and  captain  in  the  tenth  regiment  of  the 
said  state  hath  presented  a  petition  to  this  house  setting  forth 
that  in  the  month  of  November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-six,  when  he  was  a  minor  of  the  age  of  fifteen 
years,  he  was  seduced  by  the  artifices  of  a  certain  Hester  Mc- 
Daniel  and  her  relations  to  contract  marriage  with  her  con- 
trary to  the  consent  of  his  guardians  and  other  friends:  That 
the  said  Hester  was  at  the  time  of  the  said  marriage  a  common 
prostitute  and  hath  since  lived  separate  from  the  said  Giles  in 
open  adultery  with  divers  other  men,  by  means  whereof  she 
became  so  diseased  of  the  lues  venerea  as  to  be  declared  in- 
curable after  seven  months  continuance  in  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital,  and  praying  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  dissolution 
of  the  said  marriage  after  due  notice  given: 

And  whereas,  it  appears  to  this  house  that  the  facts  alleged 
in  the  said  petition  are  true: 

And  whereas,  this  house  did,  by  their  resolve  of  the  twenty- 
first  day  of  November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty, 
give  permission  to  the  said  Giles  Hicks  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
divorce  him  from  his  said  wife  Hester,  agreeable  to  the  prayer 
of  his  said  petition,  he,  the  said  Giles  Hictis,  giving  previous 
notice  of  his  design  and  this  permission  at  least  three  weeks 
in  the  public  newspaper  printed  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  en- 
titled "The  Pennsylvania  Gazette  and  Weekly  Advertiser:" 

And  whereas,  it  hath  been  sufficiently  proved  to  the  house 
that  the  said  notice  hath  been  given: 

Therefore: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  marriage  of  the  said  Giles 
Hicks  with  the  said  Hester  be  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  dis- 
solved and  annulled  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever. 
And  the  said  Giles  Hicks  and  the  said  Hester  shall  be  and 
they  are  hereby  henceforth,  respectively,  declared  to  be  sepa- 
rated, set  free  and  totally  discharged  from  their  matrimonial 
contract  and  from  all  duties  and  obligations  to  each  other  as 
husband  and  wife  as  fully,  effectually  and  absolutely  to  all  in- 
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tents  and  purposes  as  if  they  had  never  been  joined  in  matri- 
mony or  by  any  other  contract  whatsoever,  any  law,  usage  or 
custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

[Section  II.]  (  Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  date  hereof 
the  said  Giles  Hicks  be  and  he  hereby  is  freely,  fully  and  en- 
tirely authorized  and  empowered  to  contract  matrimony  and 
the  same  in  due  form  to  celebrate  with  any  other  woman  in  like 
manner  as  he,  the  said  Giles,  if  he  had  [never]  been  married  to 
the  said  Hester,  lawfully  might  or  could  do. 

Passed  March  9, 1780.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  416,  etc. 


CHAPTER  CMXXX. 


A  FURTHER  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR 
MAKING  THE  RIVER  SCHUYUKILL,  NAVIGABLE  AND  FOR  THE  PRES- 
ERVATION OF  THE  FISH  IN  THE  SAID  RIVER."  i 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  several  of  the  commissioners 
nominated  and  appointed  in  and  by  the  act  of  assembly,  passed 
on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-three,  entitled  "A  sup- 
plement to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  making  the  river  Schuyl- 
kill navigable  and  for  the  preservation  of  the  fish  in  the  said 
river/"2  have,  since  the  passing  of  the  same,  departed  this 
life,  removed  from  the  neighborhood  of  the  said  river  or  en- 
gaged in  other  business,  so  that  the  regulations  and  provisions 
in  the  said  act  contained,  to  which  this  act  is  a  further  supple- 
ment, cannot  now  be  properly  carried  into  execution: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 

i  Passed  March  14,  1761,  Chapter  465. 
a  Passed  February  26,  1773,  Chapter  680. 
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and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  David  Rittenhouse, 
Owen  Biddle,  Mark  Bird,  Balser  Gheer,  Thomas  Potts,  David 
Thomas,  Patrick  Anderson,  John  Mear,  Isaac  Hewes,  Nathan 
Levering,  George  Douglass,  John  Heister  and  Christian  Steer 
shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  commissioners  for  clear- 
ing, scouring  and  making  the  river  Schuylkill  navigable,  and 
for  putting  in  execution  all  and  singular  the  purposes  men- 
tioned in  the  act  passed  the  fourteenth  day  of  March,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-one, 
entitled  "An  act  for  making  the  river  Schuylkill  navigable, 
and  for  the  preservation  of  the  fish  in  the  said  river," x  or  con- 
tained in  the  above-recited  supplement  thereto;  and  that  they, 
or  a  majority  of  them,  or  of  the  survivors  of  them,  shall  have, 
hold  and  exercise  all  and  every  the  powers,  authorities,  juris- 
dictions, rights  and  privileges  given  and  granted  in  and  by 
the  said-recited  act  to  the  commissioners  therein  appointed, 
and  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  duties,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, as  if  they  had  been  the  commissioners  therein  particu- 
larly appointed. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  surviving  commissioners 
appointed  by  the  said-recited  act,  entitled  "A  supplement  to  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  for  making  the  river  Schuylkill  navigable 
and  for  the  preservation  of  the  fish  in  the  said  river/  "  shall, 
and  they  are  hereby  enjoined  and  required,  immediately  after 
the  passing  of  this  act,  to  deliver  [over]  to  the  commissioners 
hereinbefore  appointed  all  and  every  the  sum  and  sums  of 
money  by  them,  or  either  of  them,  collected  or  received,  and 
remaining  in  their,  or  either  of  their,  hands  unappropriated  and 
unapplied  to  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  said-recited  act, 
together  with  all  books,  subscriptions  and  other  papers,  vouch- 
ers and  accounts  and  all  tools  and  implements  which  have  been 
provided  for  opening  and  cleaning  the  said  river,  and  are  or 
shall  be  in  their  or  any  of  their  custody,  power  or  possession. 

(Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  is  represented  to  the 
legislature  that  notwithstanding  the  good  and  wholesome  regu- 
lations contained  in  divers  acts  of  assembly,  now  in  force,  for 
the  preservation  of  fish  in  the  said  river  Schuylkill,  great  in- 
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jury  is  done  by  a  practice  of  driving  the  said  river  with  brush 
nets: 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  III.]  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall,  from  after  the  publica- 
tion of  this  act,  take  any  fish  whatsoever  with  brush  nets  or 
such  like  devices,  or  shall  drive  the  said  river  with  such  nets, 
or  in  any  manner  make  use  of  the  same  therein,  he,  she  or  they 
so  offending,  being  thereof  convicted  before  any  two  justices 
of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  where  he,  she  or  they  shall 
be  apprehended  (which  justices  are  hereby  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  hear,  try  and  determine  the  same),  shall  forfeit  for 
every  such  offense  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds,  one-half  thereof 
to  be  paid  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  township  where 
such  offender  shall  reside,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  thereof,  and 
the  other  half  to  the  informer,  and  likewise  pay  the  costs  of 
prosecution,  and,  moreover,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and 
for  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  to  remove  or  destroy 
any  such  brush  net  or  other  like  device  found  in  any  part  of 
the  said  river;  and  that  all  and  every  person  or  persons  who 
shall  assault,  hinder  or  obstruct  any  person  in  taking,  remov- 
ing or  destroying  any  of  the  said  brush  nets  or  other  like  de- 
vice in  any  part  of  the  river  aforesaid,  and  shall  be  thereof 
convicted  in  manner  aforesaid,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every 
such  offense  fifty  pounds,  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the 
poor  as  aforesaid  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  use  of  the  party 
so  obstructed  or  aggrieved. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  be  it 
further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  person 
or  persons  shall  draw  any  seine  or  net  for  the  purpose  of  catch- 
ing shad  in  that  part  of  the  river  Schuylkill  between  the  mouth 
thereof  and  the  lower  falls,  five  miles  from  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, after  the  twentieth  day  of  May,  or  between  said  falls 
and  the  black  rock,  near  the  mouth  of  French  creek,  after  the 
twenty-fifth  of  said  month,  or  in  any  part  of  the  said  Schuylkill 
river  after  the  first  day  of  June  in  every  year,  under  the  penalty 
of  ten  pounds  for  every  such  offense,  to  be  recovered  as  afore- 
said. 
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[Section  V.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  so  much  of  the  above-recited 
supplementary  act  as  relates  to  the  appointment  of  commis- 
sioners shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed,  made  null  and 
void. 

Passed  March  24,  1781.  See  the  note  to  the  Act  of  Assembly- 
passed  March  14,  1761,  Chapter  465;  and  the  Act  of  Assembly- 
passed  March  15,  1784,  Chapter  1078.  Section  V  of  the  act  in  the 
text  was  repealed  by  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  March  28,  1785, 
Chapter  1146.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  417,  etc 


CHAPTER  CMXXXI. 


AN  ACT  FOR  ERECTING  PART  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  WESTMORELAND 
INTO  A  SEPARATE  COUNTY. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of 
Westmoreland  county,  which  lies  west  of  the  Monongahela 
river,  have  represented  to  the  assembly  of  this  state  the  great 
hardships  they  lie  under,  from  being  so  remote  from  the  present 
seat  of  judicature  and  the  public  offices: 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  all  that  part  of  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania west  of  the  Monongahela  river  and  south!  of  the  Ohio, 
beginning  at  the  junction  of  the  said  rivers,  thence  up  the 
Monongahela  river  aforesaid  to  the  line  run  by  Mason  and 
Dixon,  thence  by  the  said  line  due  west  to  the  end  thereof,  and 
from  thence  the  same  course  to  the  end  of  five  degrees  west 
longitude,  to  be  computed  from  the  river  Delaware,  thence  by 
a  meridian  line  extended  north  until  the  same  shall  intersect 
the  Ohio  river,  and  thence  by  the  same  to  the  place  of  beginning 
(the  said  lines  from  the  end  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line  to  the 
Ohio  river  to  be  understood  as  to  be  hereafter  ascertained  by 
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commissioners  now  appointed  or  to  be  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose), shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be  erected 
into  a  county  henceforth  to  be  called  Washington. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
county  of  Washington  shall,  at  all  times  hereafter,  have  and 
enjoy  all  and  singular  the  jurisdictions,  powers,  rights,  liber- 
ties and  privileges  whatsoever,  which  the  inhabitants  of  any 
other  county  within  this  state  do,  may  or  ought  to  enjoy  by  any 
charter  of  privileges,  or  the  laws  of  this  state,  or  by  any  other 
ways  and  means  whatsoever. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  trustees,  or  any  three  of 
them,  hereinafter  appointed  by  this  act  to  take  assurance  of  a 
piece  of  land,  whereon  to  erect  a  court  house  and  prison,  shall, 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  July  next  ensuing,  divide  the  said 
county  into  townships  or  districts. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  inhabitants  of  each  town- 
ship or  district  within  the  said  county,  qualified  by  law  to  elect, 
shall  meet  at  some  convenient  place  within  their  respective 
townships  or  districts  at  the  same  time  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  several  townships  or  districts  of  the  other  counties  within 
this  state,  shall  meet  for  like  purposes  and  choose  inspectors; 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  county,  qualified  as  aforesaid, 
shall  (until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  house  of  assembly)  meet  at 
the  house  of  David  Hoge,  at  the  place  called  Catfishes  Camp,  in 
the  aforesaid  county,  at  the  same  time  the  inhabitants  of  the 
other  counties  shall  meet  for  like  purpose,  and  there  elect  two 
representatives  to  serve  them  in  assembly,  one  counsellor,  two 
fit  persons  for  sheriffs,  two  fit  persons  for  coroners  and  three 
commissioners  in  the  same  manner  and  under  the  same  rules, 
regulations  and  penalties  as  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this 
state  is  directed  in  respect  to  other  counties,  which  representa- 
tives so  chosen  shall  be  members  of  the  general  assembly  of 
the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  shall  sit  and  act  as 
such  as  fully  and  as  freely  as  any  of  the  other  representatives 
of  this  state  do,  may,  can  and  ought  to  do.    And  the  said  coun- 
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sellor,  when  so  chosen,  shall  sit  and  act,  as  fully  and  as  freely 
as  any  of  the  other  members  of  the  supreme  executive  council  of 
this  state  do,  may,  can  or  ought  to  do. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court 
of  this  state  shall  have  the  like  powers,  jurisdictions  and  au- 
thorities within  the  said  county  of  Washington  as  by  law  they 
are  vested  with,  and  entitled  to,  in  the  other  counties  within 
this  state,  and  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  from  time 
to  time  to  deliver  the  gaols  of  the  said  county  of  capital  or 
other  offenders  in  like  manner  as  they  are  authorized  to  do  in 
the  other  counties  of  the  state. 

[Section  VI. ]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  freeholders  of  each  town- 
ship or  district  in  the  county  aforesaid  are  hereby  authorized 
and  required  to  meet  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  July  next,  at  some 
proper  and  convenient  place  and  elect  two  fit  persons  for  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  for  each  township.  But  before  the  freehold- 
ers of  the  respective  townships  or  districts  in  the  said  county 
shall  proceed  to  the  election  of  two  fit  persons  for  justices  of 
.  the  peace,  they  shall,  on  the  same  day  and  at  the  place  ap- 
pointed for  the  election,  elect  one  sufficient  person  for  inspector 
and  two  persons  for  assistant  judges;  and  the  said  judges  shall 
assist  the  said  inspector  in  receiving  and  counting  the  votes 
of  the  electors  and  in  preventing  frauds  and  impositions  there- 
in; and  when  the  elections  are  finished  and  the  numbers  cast 
up,  the  inspector  and  judges  aforesaid,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
shall  forthwith  transmit  a  certificate  thereof,  under  their  hands 
and  seals  to  the  president  and  council,  and  one-half  the  number 
so  elected  in  each  township  or  district  shall  be  commissioned 
according  to  the  constitution  of  this  state. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  before  the  inspectors 
and  judges  aforesaid  proceed  to  receive  the  votes  of  the  free- 
holders in  their  respective  townships  or  districts,  they  shall  take 
an  oath  or  affirmation  to  the  following  effect,  speaking  the 
words  themselves,  without  any  persons  administering  the  same, 
to  wit  (if  an  inspector): 
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"I  do  swear,  or  I  do  solemnly,  sincerely  and  truly  declare  and 
affirm,  that  I  will  well  and  faithfully  [receive]  and  cast  up 
[all]  the  freeholders'  votes  within  my  township  or  district  quali- 
fied by  law  to  vote  as  may  be  offered  to  me  at  this  election 
for  fit  persons  for  justices  of  th£  peace,  and  I  will  not  refuse  any 
vote  through  prejudice  or  ill  will  nor  receive  any  through  favor 
or  affection,  but  will  behave  myself  as  an  honest  inspector  of 
this  election,  according  to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  judgment." 
And  if  a  judge  of  the  election,  as  follows,  viz.: 
"I  will  faithfully  assist  the  inspector  of  this  election  in  per- 
forming the  duties  required  of  him  by  this  act  according  to  the 
best  of  my  skill  and  judgment." 

[Section  VIII. ]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  when  the  persons  elected  for 
justices  of  the  peace,  as  aforesaid,  or  that  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  president  and  council,  have  taken  the  oaths  or  affirmations 
required  by  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth  and  received  their 
commissions,  as  directed  in  the  constitution  of  this  state,  the 
said  justices,  or  any  three  of  them,  shall  and  may  hold  courts 
of  general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  and  gaol  delivery, 
and  county  courts  for  holding  of  pleas;  and  shall  have  all  and 
singular  the  powers,  rights,  jurisdictions  and  authorities,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  as  other  justices  of  the  courts  of  gen- 
eral quarter  sessions  and  justices  of  the  county  courts  for  hold- 
ing of  pleas,  in  the  other  counties  in  this  state  may,  can  or  ought 
to  have  in  their  respective  counties;  which  said  courts  shall 
sit  and  be  held  for  the  said  county  of  Washington  on  the  Tues- 
days next  preceding  Westmoreland  county  courts  in  every  of 
the  months  of  January,  April,  July  and  October  at  the  house  of 
David  Hoge  aforesaid  in  the  said  county  of  Washington,  until 
a  court  house  shall  be  built;  and  when  the  same  is  built  and 
erected  in  the  county  aforesaid,  the  said  several  courts  shall 
then  be  holden  and  kept  at  the  said  court  house  on  the  days 
before  mentioned. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
to  and  for  James  Edgar,  Hugh  Scott,  Van  Swearingham,  Daniel 
Lite  and  John  Armstrong,  or  any  three  of  them,  to  take  up  or 
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purchase  and  take  assurance  to  them  and  their  heirs  of  a  piece 
of  land  situated  in  some  convenient  place  in  the  said  county 
to  be  approved  of  by  the  president  and  supreme  executive 
council,  in  trust  [and]  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  county,  and  thereupon  to  erect  and  build  a  court  house 
and  prison  sufficient  to  accommodate  the  public  service  of  the 
said  county. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authoritiy  aforesaid,  That  for  the  defraying  the  charges  of 
purchasing  the  land  and  building  and  erecting  the  court  house 
and  prison  aforesaid  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for 
the  commissioners  and  township  assessors  of  the  said  county, 
or  a  majority  of  them,  to  assess  and  levy,  and  they  are  hereby 
required  to  assess  and  levy  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  acts 
for  raising  county  rates  and  levies,  so  much  money  as  the  said 
trustees,  or  any  three  of  them,  shall  judge  necessary  for  pur- 
chasing the  land  and  finishing  the  said  court  house  and  prison. 

(Section  XII,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  the  sum  of  money 
to  be  raised  do  not  exceed  one  thousand  pounds  current  money 
of  this  state. 

[Section  XI.]  (Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  Provided  also,  and  be 
it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  action 
or  suit  now  commenced  or  depending  in  the  said  county  of 
Westmoreland  against  any  person  living  within  the  bounds  of 
the  said  county  of  Washington,  or  elsewhere,  shall  be  stayed 
or  discontinued  by  this  act,  or  by  anything  herein  contained, 
but  the  same  actions  already  commenced  or  depending  may  be 
prosecuted  and  the  judgment  thereupon  rendered  as  if  this  act 
had  not  been  made,  and  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and 
for  the  justices  of  the  said  county  of  Westmoreland  to  issue 
any  judicial  process,  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Westmore- 
land aforesaid,  for  carrying  on  and  obtaining  the  effect  of  their 
suits,  which  sheriff  shall  be  obliged  to  yield  obedience  in  exe- 
cuting the  said  writs,  and  to  make  due  return  thereof  to  the 
justices  of  the  court  of  the  said  county  of  Westmoreland  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  the  parties  lived  and  resided  within  the 
same. 

[Section  XII.]  (Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  Anft  be  it  further  en- 
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acted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  Henry  Taylor,  of  the 
said  county  of  Washington,  be  and  hereby  is  appointed  col- 
lector of  the  excise  of  the  same  county,  and  is  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered  by  himself  or  his  sufficient  deputy,  duly  consti- 
tuted, and  for  whom  he  shall  be  accountable,  to  demand,  col- 
lect, receive  and  recover  the  excise  directed  to  be  paid  by  any 
act  or  acts  of  assembly  of  this  state,  and  also  the  arrearages 
thereof  of  and  from  all  and  every  person  and  persons  within  the 
said  county,  retailing,  vending  or  consuming  any  of  the  liquors 
by  the  said  acts  liable  to  pay  the  same;  and  also  to  recover 
and  receive  all  and  every  the  duties,  fines  and  forfeitures  laid 
or  imposed  or  that  shall  become  due  for  anything  done  contrary 
to  the  intent  of  the  said  acts. 

[Section  XIII. ]  (Section  XV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  collector  of  ex- 
cise for  the  county  of  Washington  aforesaid,  the  better  to  en- 
able him  to  recover  the  arrearages  of  excise,  which  shall  be 
due  before  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall  apply  to  the  collector 
of  excise  for  the  county  of  Westmoreland  for  a  list  (which  the 
collector  of  the  said  county  of  Westmoreland  is  hereby  enjoined 
and  required  to  deliver),  containing  the  names  of  each  and 
every  person  in  arrear  for  excise  within  the  said  county  and 
how  much  from  each  of  them. 

[Section  XIV.]  (Section  XVI,  P.  L..)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  collector  of  the 
county  of  Washington  aforesaid,  before  he  enters  upon  the 
execution  of  his  said  office,  is  hereby  required  to  give  bond, 
with  two  sufficient  sureties,  to  the  treasurer  of  this  state  for 
the  time  being  in  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds  current  money 
of  the  said  state  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duty,  and 
for  paying  all  such  sums  of  money  as  he  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
receive  by  virtue  of  this  act.  And,  further,  the  collector  of 
the  said  county  of  Washington  shall  in  all  things  govern  him- 
self and  be  subject  to  the  same  regulations,  restrictions,  fines 
and  forfeitures  and  shall  observe  like  rules,  orders  and  direc- 
tions as  the  collectors  of  the  other  counties  aforesaid  by  the 
laws  of  this  state  are  liable  to.  And  the  said  collector,  for  the 
discharge  of  the  duty  of  his  office  within  the  said  county  of 
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Washington,  shall  have  and  receive  like  fees,  perquisites  and 
rewards  for  his  services  enjoined  by  this  act  as  the  other  col- 
lectors aforesaid  (the  collector  of  Philadelphia  county  excepted) 
by  the  acts  aforesaid  are  entitled  to  for  their  services. 

[Section  XV.]  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  until  a  sheriff  and  coroner  shall  be  chosen  in 
the  county  of  Washington  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  sheriff  and  coroner  of  Westmore- 
land to  officiate  and  act  in  the  discharge  of  their  respective 
duties  as  fully  and  amply  as  they  may  or  can  do  in  the  county 
of  Westmoreland. 

[Section  XVL]  (Section  XVIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  before  any  sheriff  here- 
after to  be  appointed  and  commissionated  for  the  said  county  of 
Washington  shall  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  office  he  shall 
become  bound  in  an  obligation,  with  two  or  more  sufficient 
sureties  to  be  approved  of  by  the  president  of  this  state,  for  the 
time  being,  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  and  with  like 
conditions  as  is  directed  with  respect  to  the  sheriffs  of  the 
other  counties  within  this  state,  which  said  obligation  shall 
be  taken  in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
and  entered  upon  record  in  the  office  for  recording  of  deeds  in 
the  said  county  of  Washington,  and  shall  be  in  trust  to  and  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  be  in- 
jured by  any  breach,  neglect  or  omission  of  duty  in  such  sheriff, 
and  may  be  proceeded  upon  in  the  same  manner  as  is  directed 
in  respect  to  sheriff's  bonds  in  and  by  the  laws  of  this  common- 
wealth now  in  force,  and  that  the  treasurer  hereafter  to  be  ap- 
pointed for  said  county  for  receiving  the  state  taxes,  before 
he  shall  enter  on  the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  .give  security 
in  like  manner  as  other  county  treasurers  are  by  law  directed 
to  give  security,  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds,  and  that 
the  treasurer  for  said  county,  for  receiving  the  county  levies, 
shall,  in  like  manner,  give  security  in  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
pounds. 

Passed  March  28,  1781.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  418,  etc.  As  to 
section  IV  see  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  March  31,  1784,  Chapter 
1093. 
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CHAPTER  CMXXXII. 


AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  THE  ATTAINDER  OP  DANIEL  RUNDLE  AND 
MATTHIAS  ASPDEN  FOR  A  LIMITED  TIME,  ON  CONDITION  THAT 
THEY  RENDER  THEMSELVES  TO  TAKE  THEIR  TRIAL  ON  OR  BEFORE 
A  CERTAIN  DAY  THEREIN  LIMITED  AND  APPOINTED. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  his  excellency  the  president  and 
the  honorable  the  supreme  executive  council  of  this  common- 
wealth, by  their  proclamation  under  the  hand  of  the  said  presi- 
dent and  the  seal  of  the  state,  bearing  date  the  twenty-seventh 
day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  and  authorities  to 
them  given  in  and  by  an  act  of  the  general  assembly,  entitled"  An 
act  for  the  attainder  of  divers  traitors,  if  they  render  not  them- 
selves by  a  certain  day,  and  for  vesting  their  estates  in  this 
commonwealth  and  for  more  effectually  discovering  the  same, 
and  for  ascertaining  and  satisfying  the  lawful  debts  and  claims 
thereupon,"  *  did  charge  and  require,  amongst  others,  Daniel 
Bundle  and  Matthias  Aspden,  merchants,  late  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  to  render  themselves  to  some  or  one  of  the  jus- 
tices of  the  supreme  court  or  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of 
one  of  the  counties  within  this  state,  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  April  then  next  following  and  also  abide  their  legal  trials, 
respectively,  for  high  treason,  on  pain  that  they  and  each  of 
them  not  rendering  themselves  as  aforesaid  and  abiding  the 
trial  aforesaid,  shall,  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of  April, 
stand  and  be  attainted  of  high  treason  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, and  shall  suffer  such  pains  and  penalties  and  undergo 
all  such  forfeitures  as  persons  attainted  of  high  treason  ought 
to  dp: 

And  whereas,  it  is  now  made  appear  that  the  said  Daniel 
Bundle  and  Matthias  Aspden  were,  at  the  time  of  the  said 
proclamation  and  probably  still  are,  in  Europe,  that  their 
friends  have  used  all  lawful  means  in  their  power  to  convey 
intelligence  to  them  of  their  being  so  proclaimed  as  aforesaid, 


i  Passed  March  6, 1778,  Chapter  784. 
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but  that  there  is  very  great  reason  to  believe  that  the  said 
intelligence  never  has  reached  them;  and  it  being  also  shown 
that  the  said  Daniel  Bundle  and  Matthias  Aspden  were  called 
to  Europe  about  their  own  private  affairs,  and  it  being  alleged 
and  insisted  that  the  said  Daniel  Rundle  and  Matthias  Aspden 
will  certainly  render  themselves  up  and  stand  their  trial  for 
the  matters  alleged  against  them  if  they  can  be  indulged  with 
time  to  a  further  day,  and  have  notice  of  the  proceedings  here: 

Wherefore,  it  has  been  prayed  on  their  and  each  of  their  be- 
half that  the  aid  of  the  legislature  may  be  interposed  to  stay 
their  attainder,  for  that  no  other  power  is  supposed  to  be  com- 
petent to  that  end,  which,  being  just  and  reasonable: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  further  time  be  given 
to  the  said  Daniel  Rundle  and  Matthias  Aspden,  and  each  of 
them,  for  rendering  themselves  respectively  to  one  of  the  jus- 
tices of  the  supreme  court,  or  of  the  peace  aforesaid,  and  abid- 
ing their  trial  aforesaid  for  the  term  or  space  of  nine  months, 
to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  passing  this  act. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  Daniel  Rundle  and 
Matthias  Aspden,  or  either  of  them,  so  as  aforesaid  rendering 
himself  to  one  of  the  justices  aforesaid  on  or  before  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  December  next  and  abiding  his  trial  aforesaid,  he 
or  they  so  rendering  himself  and  abiding  his  trial,  shall  not 
become  attainted  or  suffer  the  penalties  or  undergo  the  for- 
feitures of  high  treason  for  or  on  account  of  his  not  rendering 
himself  and  abiding  his  trial  on  or  before  the  day  limited  and 
prefixed  in  and  by  the  same  proclamation;  but,  that  their,  and 
each  of  their,  attainders  be  staid,  and  that  he  or  they  so  rend- 
ering himself  or  themselves  on  or  before  the  day  hereinbefore 
limited  and  appointed  and  abiding  his  trial  according  to  the 
purport,  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act  shall  and  may 
be  and  remain  free  and  clear  from  all  and  every  attainder  and 
attainders  other  than  such  as  may  ensue  upon  a  full  and  plain, 
trial  and  the  verdict  of  their  country  in  due  course  of  law,  any- 
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thing  in  the  afore-recited  act  of  attainder  or  proclamation  in 
anywise  notwithstanding. 

[Section  III.]  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  the  said  Daniel  Bundle  and 
Matthias  Aspden  shall  not  render  themselves,  respectively,  to 
some  or  one  of  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court  or  of  the  justices 
of  the  peace  of  one  of  the  counties  within  this  state  on  or  before 
the  said  thirty-first  day  of  December,  and  also  abide  their 
legal  trial  for  such  treasons  as  may  be  alleged  against  them, 
respectively,  that  then  and  from  thenceforth  he  or  they  so 
not  rendering  himself  as  aforesaid,  or  not  abiding  the  trial 
aforesaid,  shall  stand  and  be  adjudged  and  by  the  authority  of 
this  present  act  be  convicted  and  attainted  of  high  treason 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever  and  shall  suffer  and 
forfeit  as  a  person  attainted  of  high  treason  by  law  ought  to 
suffer  and  forfeit,  and  that  he  or  they  so  not  rendering  him- 
self and  abiding  the  trial  aforesaid,  his  estate  and  effects  shall 
in  all  things  be  dealt  with,  disposed  of,  regulated  and  con- 
ducted according  to  the  act  hereinbefore  first  recited,  anything 
herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Passed  March  31, 1780.    Recorded  L  B.  No.  1,  p.  420,  etc. 


CHAPTER  CMXXXIII. 


AN  ACT  FOR  VESTING  THE  ESTATE  LATE  OF  HENRY  HUGH  FERGUSON 
IN  ELIZABETH  HIS  WIFE. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  Henry  Hugh  Ferguson,  late  of  the 
township  of  Horsham,  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  is  and 
stands  attainted  of  high  treason,  and  the  estate  which  he  had  in 
this  commonwealth  is  forfeited: 

And  whereas,  by  the  marriage  of  the  said  Henry  Hugh  Fer- 
guson with  his  wife,  Elizabeth  (late  Elizabeth  Graeme),  he  be- 
came seized  6f  an  estate  of  freehold  in  a  farm  and  tract  of  land 
commonly  called  Graeme  Park,  situated  in  the  township  and 
county  aforesaid  (of  which  the  said  Elizabeth  was  before  and 
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at  the  time  of  the  marriage  aforesaid  seized  in  her  demesne 
as  of  fee),  during  the  joint  lives  of  them,  the  said  Henry  Hugh 
Ferguson  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife: 

And  whereas,  the  said  Elizabeth  appears  to  have  acted  a 
friendly  part  to  the  cause  of  the  United  States  and  to  be  in 
such  a  peculiar  situation  as  to  deserve  the  protection  and  in- 
dulgence of  this  commonwealth: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  all  the  estate,  right,  title 
or  interest  which  the  said  Henry  Hugh  Ferguson  acquired  in 
the  aforesaid  farm  and  tract  of  land,  with  the  appurtenances, 
by  his  marriage  with  the  said  Elizabeth,  shall  be  and  are  hereby 
vested  in  the  said  Elizabeth  during  her  natural  life,  the  said 
marriage  and  the  attainder  of  the  said  Henry  Hugh  Ferguson 
and  the  forfeiture  accruing  to  the  commonwealth  thereupon  to 
the  contrary  hereof  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

Passed  April  2,  1781.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  421,  etc. 


CHAPTER  CMXXXIV. 


AN  ACT  TO  REVIVE  AN  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  REVIVE  AN  ACT 
TO  PREVENT  THE  TRESPASSING  UPON  THE  UNENCLOSED  GROUNDS 
LYING  IN  THE  TOWNSHIPS  OP  PASSYUNK,  MOYAMENSING,  NORTH- 
ERN LIBERTIES  AND  GERMANTOWxV  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  PHILA- 
DELPHIA AND  TO  EXTEND  THE  SAID  ACT  TO  THE  ADJOINING  TOWN- 
SHIP OF  BRISTOL  IN  THE  SAME  COUNTY,  AND  TO  PREVENT  SWINE 
FROM  RUNNING  AT  LARGE  WITHIN  THE  SAID  TOWNSHIPS  FOR  A 
LIMITED  TIME."  l 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  the  act  of  assembly  passed  the 
third  day  of  March,  [in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thonsand  seven 
hundred  and.  eighty],  to  prevent  the  trespassing  upon  the  un- 
enclosed grounds  lying  in  the  townships  of  Passyunk,  Moya- 
mensing,  Northern  Liberties  and  Germantown,  in  the  county 

i  Passed  March  13, 1780,  Chapter  892. 
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of  Philadelphia,  and  to  extend  the  said  act  to  the  adjoining 
township  of  Bristol,  in  the  same  county,  and  to  prevent  swine 
from  running  at  large  within  the  said  townships  for  a  limited 
time,  hath  been  found  a  necessary  and  beneficial  law  for  the 
landholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  district: 

And  whereas  the  said  act  has  expired  by  its  own  limitation: 
[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act  the  said  revised  act  and  every  clause,  matter 
and  thing  therein  contained,  the  clause  of  limitation  and  the 
fourth  section  directing  the  penalty  only  excepted,  shall  be 
and  is  hereby  revived  as  fully  as  if  the  same  was  herein  par- 
ticularly recited,  and  shall  continue  until  the  first  day  of  No- 
vember next,  and  no  longer. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  be  it 
further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  instead  of  the 
penalty  of  ten  pounds  by  the  said  act  directed  to  be  levied  for 
every  beast  suffered  to  run  at  large  contrary  to  the  directions 
thereof,  there  shall  be  levied  for  and  during  the  continuance 
of  this  act  the  sum  of  twenty  shillings. 

Passed  April  2,  1781.  Recorded  L.  6.  No.  1,  p.  421,  etc.  See  the 
Acts  of  Assembly  passed  April  5,  1779,  Chapter  840;  March  13,  1780, 
Chapter  892. 


CHAPTER  CMXXXV. 


AN  ACT  DIRECTING  THE  MODE  OF  ADJUSTING  AND  SETTLING  THE 
PAYMENT  OP  DEBTS  AND  CONTRACTS  ENTERED  INTO  AND  MADE 
BEWEEN  THE  FIRST  DAY  OF  JANUARY,  ONE  THONSAND  SEVEN 
HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY-SEVEN,  AND  THE  FIRST  DAY  OF  MARCH, 
ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-ONE,  AND  FOR 
OTHER  PURPOSES  THEREIN  MENTIONED. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  the  good  people  of  this  state  labor 
under  many  inconveniences  for  want  of  some  rule  whereby  to 
settle  and  adjust  the  payment  of  debts  and  contracts  entered 
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into  and  made  between  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  and  the  first  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  many  of  which 
are  yet  due  and  unsatified,  and  it  seems  just  and  reasonable  that 
some  rule  should  be  by  law  established  for  liquidating  and 
adjusting  the  same  so  as  to  do  justice  as  well  to  the  debtors  as 
creditors: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act  all  debts  and  contracts  of  what  nature  or  kind 
soever  entered  into  or  made  within  the  period  aforesaid  now 
remaining  due  and  unfulfilled  for  the  payment  of  money,  shall 
be  liquidated,  settled  and  adjusted  agreeable  to  a  scale  of 
depreciation  hereinafter  mentioned  and  contained:  That  is  to 
say,  by  reducing  the  amount  of  all  such  debts  and  contracts 
to  the  true  value  in  specie  at  the  days  or  times  the  same  were 
incurred  or  entered  into;  and,  upon  payment  of  the  said  value 
so  found  in  specie  or  other  money  equivalent,  the  debtors  or 
contractors  shall  be  forever  discharged  of  and  from  the  said 
debts  or  contracts,  any  law,  custom  or  usage  to  the  contrary  in 
anywise  notwithstanding. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  proviso  clause  in  the  sus- 
pension act  of  the  thirty-first  day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty,  continued  by  a  supplement  of  the  twenty- 
second  day  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty,  and  also  the  proviso  clause  of  the  suspension  act  of  the 
twentieth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-one,  so  far  as  the  same  takes  off  or  restrains  the  enacting 
clause  in  the  said  laws  in  case  of  payment  of  any  debt  or  de- 
mand whereupon  any  distress  may  be  made  or  upon  which  any 
action  or  suit  shall  be  commenced  in  any  court  of  law  within 
this  state  shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed,  anything 
in  the  said  proviso  clauses  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,   That  in  all  cases  between  debtors 
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and  creditors  for  debts  or  demands  due  and  payable  or  in- 
curred on  or  before  the  first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-one,  where  the  parties  cannot  otherwise 
agree,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  court  of  law  and  for 
any  justice  of  the  peace  (in  cases  of  debts  and  demands  cogni- 
zable before  one  justice  of  the  peace),  upon  the  prayer  of  either 
party,  to  appoint  three  or  more  auditors  in  presence  of  the 
parties  if  they  will,  upon  reasonable  notice  attend,  otherwise 
upon  proof  of  such  notice  to  the  court  or  justice  to  appoint 
the  said  auditors,  ex  parte,  in  manner  following,  to  wit:  By 
naming  a  treble  number  and  each  of  the  parties  to  strike  out 
one  alternately  until  the  number  to  be  appointed  only  remain 
in  nomination,  and  in  case  of  non-attendance  of  either  party, 
the  clerk  of  such  court  or  the  justice  of  the  peace  to  strike  for 
the  absent  party;  which  auditors  so  appointed  shall  have  full 
power  and  authority,  upon  notice  to  the  parties,  to  meet,  hear 
and  examine  the  parties  upon  interrogatories  and  also  such  wit- 
nesses, papers  and  proof  of  the  parties,  as  shall  be  to  them  ad- 
duced, and  thereupon  liquidate,  adjust  and  settle  all  debts  or 
demands  and  other  controversies  subsisting  between  the  par- 
ties agreeable  to  the  directions  of  this  act  where  that  can 
be  done,  but  in  cases  where  the  act  shall  not  apply,  then  to 
settle  and  adjust  the  same  according  to  equity  and  good  con- 
science upon  due  consideration  had  of  the  nature  and  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  but  the  said  auditors  shall  not  have  any 
power  or  authority,  in  cases  where  partial  payments  have  been 
made  in  money  then  current  to  reduce  such  payment.  And 
the  said  auditors,  where  any  tender  has  been  made  before  the 
first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one, 
in  money  current,  shall  not  allow  the  creditor  more  than  the 
value  of  his  debt  reduced  to  Bpecie,  at  the  time  when  such 
tender  was  made;  and  where  it  shall  appear  to  the  said  audit- 
ors that  any  debtor  who  had  willingly  received  bills  of  credit 
made  current  in  payment  of  his  debts,  and  was  also  prepared 
and  ready  to  pay  the  sum  due  by  him  in  such  money,  but  was 
prevented  by  the  creditor  absconding,  concealing  his  bonds  or 
papers  or  secretly  assigning  them  or  such  like  evasions,  in  all 
such  cases  the  debtor  shall  have  the  benefit  of  a  legal  tender; 
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and  the  said  auditors,  upon  settling  and  adjusting  all  such 
debts  or  demands,  shall  make  report  to  the  court  or  justice,  as 
the  case  may  require,  which  report  shall  be  of  the  same  force 
and  effect  as  a  verdict  of  a  jury  in  the  case,  and  the  court  op  jus- 
tice shall  enter  judgment  on  such  report. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  following  scale  of  deprecia- 
tion shall  be  the  rule  to  determine  the  value  of  the  several 
debts,  contracts  and  demands  in  this  act  mentioned,  compared 
with  silver  and  gold: 

One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  Seventy-seven. 
January,  one  and  a  half. 
February,  one  and  a  half. 
March,  two. 
April,  two  and  a  half. 
May,  two  and  a  half. 
June,  two  and  a  half. 
July,  three. 
August,  three. 
September,  three. 
October,  three. 
November,  three. 
December,  four. 

One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  Seventy-eight. 
January,  four. 
February,  five. 

March,  five.  x 

April,  six. 
May,  five. 
June,  four. 
July,  four. 
August,  five. 
September,  five. 
October,  five. 
November,  six. 
December,  six. 
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One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Seventy-nine. 
January,  eight. 
February,  ten. 
March,  ten  and  an  half. 
April,  seventeen. 
May,  twenty-f our. 
June,  twenty. 
July,  nineteen. 
August,  twenty. 
September,  twenty-four. 
October,  thirty. 

November,  thirty-eight  and  an  half. 
December,  forty-one  and  an  half. 

One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Eighty. 
-January,  forty  and  an  half. 
February,  forty-seven  and  an  half. 
March,  sixty-one  and  an  half. 
April,  sixty-one  and  an  ■half. 
May,  fifty-nine. 
June,  sixty-one  and  an  half. 
July,  sixty-four  and  an  half. 
August,  seventy. 
September,  seventy-two. 
October,  seventy-three. 
November,  seventy-four. 
December,  seventy-five. 

One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Eighty-one. 

January,  seventy-five. 

February,  seventy-five. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
t)y  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  act,  entitled  "A  supple- 
ment to  an  act  for  the  more  easy  recovery  of  small  debts,"1 
passed  on  the  ninth  day  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-nine,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  and 
made  void. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 


i  Passed  October  9, 1779,  Chapter  862. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


288  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  [1781 

by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for 
limitation  of  actions,"1  passed  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirteen,  shall  not  run  or 
operate  during  the  time  courts  of  justice  were  shut  in  this  state, 
nor  during  the  time  of  any  suspension  act  of  this  state  in  any 
action  or  distress  prohibited  to  be  made  or  brought  by  such 
act,  under  the  penalty  of  taking  depreciated  money  in  full  pay- 
ment. 

Passed  April  3f  1781.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  422,  etc.  See  the 
Acts  of  Assembly  passed  February  20,  1781,  Chapter  927;  June  21, 
1781,  Chapter  945. 


CHAPTER  CMXXXVI. 


AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  THE  EXPORTATION  OF  BREAD  AND  FLOUR  NOT 
MERCHANTABLE,  AND  FOR  REPEALING  AT  A  CERTAIN  TIME  ALL 
THE  LAWS  HERETOFORE  MADE  FOR  THAT  PURPOSE. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  the  regulations  hitherto  made  for 
the  inspection  of  bread  and  flour  have  not  been  quite  effectual 
and  a  variety  of  laws  on  the  same  subject  tend  to  mislead  the 
people: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,t 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  bread  and  flour  not  merchant- 
able,"2 passed  the  fourteenth  day  of  October,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  thirty-three  (excepting  that  part  of  it  which 
repeals  the  act  therein  mentioned  and  called  an  act  to  prevent 
the  exportation  of  bread  and  flour  not  merchantable),  and  the 
act,  entitled  "A  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  pre- 
vent the  exportation  of  bread  and  flour  not  merchantable,  and 
to  the  act  which  is  an  amendment  thereof/  "  *  passed  on  the 
sixth  [sic]   [ninth]  day  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 

i  Passed  March  27, 1718,  Chapter  196. 
a  Passed  October  17, 1733,  Chapter  332. 
3  Passed  October  9, 1779,  Chapter  865. 
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dred  and  seventy-nine,  be  and  continue  in  force  until  the  first 
day  of  October  next,  and  that  from  and  after  that  day  the  same 
acts  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  the  millers  and 
bolters  shall  be  allowed  until  the  first  day  of  October  next  to 
sell  and  dispose  of,  for  exportation,  their  flour  in  barrels  of 
any  other  dimensions  than  those  by  the  said  acts,  or  any  of 
them,  prescribed. 

(Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  is  the  duty  and  interests 
of  all  governments  to  prevent  fraud  and  promote  the  interests 
of  just  and  useful  commerce: 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  said 
first  day  of  October  next  all  flour  casks  shall  be  made  of  good 
seasoned  materials,  well  made  and  tightened  with  ten  hoops, 
sufficiently  nailed  with  four  nails  in  each  chine  hoop  and  three 
nails  in  each  upper  bilge  hoop,  and  of  the  following  dimensions, 
viz. :  The  staves  to  be  of  the  length  of  twenty-seven  inches,  but 
of  different  diameters  at  the  heads  according  to  their  numbers, 
That  is  to  say,  casks,  number  one,  shall  be  of  the  diameter  of 
eighteen  inches  at  the  head;  casks  number  two,  sixteen  inches 
and  a  half,  and  casks  number  three,  fifteen  inches  and  a  half; 
that  every  miller  or  bolter  of  flour  and  baker  of  bread  for  trans- 
portation out  of  the  state  shall  provide  and  have  a  distinguish- 
able brand  mark,  which  he  shall  cause  to  be  entered  with 
the  clerk  of  the  quarter  sessions  of  the  county  where  he  doth 
reside,  together  with  his  name  and  place  of  abode,  under  the 
penalty  of  the  sum  of  five  shillings  for  every  day  during  which 
he  shall  have  exercised  his  said  business  of  a  miller,  bolter  or 
baker  without  such  entry;  for  the  making  of  which  entries, 
the  said  clerk  shall  be  entitled  to  the  sum  of  one  shilling  each. 
And  that  every  miller  or  bolter  of  flour  or  baker  of  bread  shall, 
with  his  said  mark,  brand  each  and  every  cask  of  flour  or  bread 
before  the  same  shall  be  removed  from  the  place  where  the 
same  was  bolted  or  baked;  and  every  miller  or  bolter  shall 
also  brand  every  cask  of  flour  according  to  the  respective  di- 
ameters above  specified  with  the  said  numbers  one,  two  or 
three,  and  with  the  weight,  respectively,  under  the  penalty  of 
19— X 
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one  shilling  and  six  pence  for  every  barrel  of  flour  not  hooped 
and  nailed  as  aforesaid,  and  for  every  cask  of  flour  or  bread  so 
removed  and  not  branded  as  aforesaid. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  millers  or  bolters 
shall  put  in  the  cask  number  one,  the  full  quantity  or  weight 
of  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  pounds  of  flour;  in  the  cask 
number  two,  the  full  quantity  or  weight  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety-six  pounds,  and  in  the  casks  number  three,  the  full  quan- 
tity or  weight  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  pounds  of  flour; 
and  that  if  any  miller  or  bolter  shall  use  or  pack  with  flour  any 
other  casks  than  [those]  of  three  several  sizes  and  dimensions 
aforesaid,  he  shall  forfeit  to  the  purchaser  thereof  the  value 
or  charge  of  such  cask  in  his  account;  and  that  if  any  miller 
or  bolter  shall  pack  any  casks  of  the  said  sizes  or  dimensions 
with  a  less  quantity  of  flour  than  is  above  specified  for  the 
same,  respectively,  he  shall  forfeit  the  same  casks  and  flour. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  wheat  flour  bolted  for  sale 
and  transportation  out  of  the  state  shall  be  made  merchantable 
and  of  due  fineness  without  any  mixture  of  coarser  and  other 
flour. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  casks  wherein  bread  shall 
be  packed,  shall  be  weighed  and  the  tare  marked  thereon,  and 
if  any  person  shall  put  a  false  or  wrong  tare  on  any  cask  of 
bread  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  purchaser,  he  or  she  shall 
forfeit  for  every  cask  so  falsely  tared  the  sum  of  five  shillings; 
and  the  inspectors,  or  their  deputies,  respectively,  upon  sus- 
picion or  upon  the  request  of  the  buyers,  shall  and  are  hereby 
required  to  unpack  any  such  cask  of  flour  or  bread  as  aforesaid; 
and  if  there  shall  be  a  lesser  quantity  of  flour  than  is  above 
directed,  or  if  the  cask  or  casks  wherein  bread  is  packed  shall 
be  found  to  weigh  more  than  is  marked  thereon,  then  the 
miller,  bolter  or  baker,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  pay  the 
charges  of  unpacking  and  repacking  over  and  above  the  pen- 
alties aforesaid;  but,  otherwise,  the  said  charges  shall  be  paid 
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by  the  inspector  or  by  the  purchaser  if  the  trial  be  made  at 
his  request. 

[Section  VI. ]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  baker  of  bread  for  exporta- 
tion, shall  deliver  with  the  said  bread  an  invoice  of  the  contents 
thereof,  with  his  brand  mark  made  thereon,  together  with  his 
name  signed  thereto,  under  the  penalty  of  forty  shillings  for 
every  invoice  delivered  contrary  thereto;  and  if  any  cask  or 
casks  of  bread,  upon  trial,  be  found  lighter  than  is  set  down 
in  the  invoice,  such  baker  shall  forfeit  the  bread  and  casks  so 
falsely  invoiced. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  cart,  wain  or  wagon  shall 
be  made  use  of  for  the  carrying  or  conveying  of  flour  or  bread 
from  any  mill  or  other  place  to  the  place  of  exportation  or  to 
any  landing  place  but  such  as  shall  be  provided  with  a  good 
and  sufficient  covering;  and  that  no  flour  shall  be  left  at  any 
landing  or  other  place  in  order  to  be  transported,  except  the 
same  be  put  in  a  store  or  shelter  sufficient  to  keep  it  dry,  and 
that  no  flour  or  bread  shall  be  carried  or  conveyed  by  water 
from  any  mill  or  landing  place  to  the  place  of  exportation  in 
any  open  boat,  flat  or  shallop  without  a  good  and  sufficient 
covering  or  tarpauling  to  secure  the  same  in  case  of  rain. 

[Section  VIII. ]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  if  the  owner  or  possessor  of  any 
cart,  wain  or  wagon,  boat,  flat  or  shallop  shall  cause  or  suffer 
any  flour  or  bread  to  be  wet  or  take  damage  for  want  of  due 
care,  or  not  being  provided  as  aforesaid  in  the  moving,  carry- 
ing or  transporting  the  same  from  any  mill  or  other  place  to 
the  place  of  exportation,  every  such  person  shall  forfeit,  for 
every  cask  of  flour  or  bread  so  damaged,  the  sum  of  one  shilling. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  no  merchant  or  other  person  whatso- 
ever shall  lade  or  ship  any  flour  for  transportation  out  of  this 
state  before  he,  she  or  they  shall  offer  the  same  to  the  view 
and  examination  of  the  inspector  of  the  port  from  whence  the 
same  is  shipped,  or  intended  to  be  shipped,  or  his  deputy,  under 
the  penalty  of  five  shillings  for  every  cask.     And  the  said  in- 
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spector  or  deputy  shall  search  and  try  the  same  by  boring 
the  head  and  piercing  it  through  with  a  proper  instrument,  in 
order  to  prove  whether  it  be  honestly  and  well  packed,  as  also 
to  enable  him  to  judge  of  the  goodness  thereof,  and  shall  after- 
wards plug  up  the  hole.  And  if  the  said  inspector  shall  judge 
the  same  to  be  merchantable,  he  shall  brand  every  such  cask 
of  flour,  on  the  quarter,  with  the  arms  of  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  a  fair  and  distinguishable  manner,  for  which  he 
shall  receive  one  penny  for  each  cask,  and  no  more.  But  if 
he  shall  judge  such  flour  not  to  be  merchantable,  and  the  pos- 
sessor or  owner  thereof  shall  acquiesce  under  such  judgment, 
he  shall,  in  such  case,  pay  to  the  said  inspector  the  said  sum 
of  one  penny  for  each  and  every  such  cask,  and  on  his  refusal 
or  neglect,  the  inspector  may  recover  the  same,  as  debts  under 
forty  shillings  are  recoverable,  with  costs  of  suit;  and  if  the 
possessor  of  any  flour  shall  offer  to  transport  the  same  out  of 
this  state,  without  being  approved  and  branded  in  the  manner 
hereinbefore  mentioned  the  same  flour  shall  be  forfeited. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  where  any  dispute  shall  arise 
between  any  of  the  said  inspectors  or  their  deputies  with  the 
owner  or  possessor,  concerning  the  fineness  or  goodness  of  such 
flour  of  the  goodness  of  the  materials  of  which  the  casks  are 
made,  then,  upon  application  made  by  the  owner  or  possessor 
of  such  flour,  to  one  of  the  magistrates  of  the  city  or  county 
where  the  dispute  shall  arise,  the  said  magistrate  shall  issue 
his  warrant  to  three  indifferent  and  judicious  persons  to  be 
triers  thereof  (one  of  them  to  be  named  by  the  said  owner  or  pos- 
sessor, one  by  the  said  inspector  or  his  deputy  and  the  third  by 
the  said  magistrate),  directing  the  said  triers  to  view  and  ex- 
amine the  said  flour  and  make  report  to  him  forthwith  touching 
the  condition  thereof,  and  that  if  they  shall  find  the  said  flour 
not  merchantable,  that  they  certify  to  him  the  cause  thereof, 
and  whether  it  be  that  the  said  flour  wants  due  fineness,  is 
musty,  sour  or  the  like;  and  if  sour,  whether  such  sourness  is 
occasioned  by  the  greenness  of  the  timber  whereof  the  casks  are 
made,  or  by  being  brought  in  any  open  boat  or  shallop,  or  upon 
the  deck  of  any  other  vessel  without  a  tarpaulin  or  cover,  or  for 
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any  other  and  what  cause,  and  the  said  magistrate  shall  there- 
upon give  his  judgment  agreeable  to  the  report  of  the  said  triers, 
or  any  two  of  them;  and  in  case  the  said  magistrate  shall,  on 
such  report,  adjudge  the  said  flour  not  to  be  merchantable,  he 
shall  award  the  owner  or  possessor  thereof  to  pay  into  the 
hands  of  the  said  inspector  one  shilling  for  each  and  every  such 
cask  so  adjudged  to  be  unmerchantable,  besides  reasonable 
costs;  but  in  case  the  said  flour  shall  be  found  merchantable, 
the  inspector  shall  be  adjudged  to  pay  all  the  costs  which  shall 
have  accrued,  and  the  said  officer  shall  thereupon  brand  the 
said  flour  in  the  manner  before  directed.  And  if  it  shall  ap- 
pear, either  by  the  report  aforesaid  or  otherwise,  that  any  flour 
is  become  unmerchantable  by  fault  of  the  miller,  bolter  or 
shallopman,  flatman,  carter  or  wagoner  in  every  such  case  the 
owner  of  such  flour  shall  recover  against  the  said  miller,  bolter, 
shallopman,  flatman,  carter  or  wagoner,  by  default  of  whom  or 
of  whose  servant  or  servants  such  flour  shall  have  been  injured, 
the  damages  which  such  owner  shall  have  sustained,  with  full 
costs  of  suit. 

[Section  XL]  (Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  masters  of  ships  and  other 
vessels  lading  flour  for  exportation  from  this  state  shall,  in 
their  manifests,  which  in  pursuance  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  for  regulating  trade  and  navigation  in  this  state,"  *  they 
are  obliged  to  exhibit  and  deliver  to  the  naval  officer  thereof, 
expressly  and  distinctly  declare  how  many  barrels  of  flour  are 
shipped  on  board  of  their  respective  vessels,  and  by  whom  each 
parcel  thereof  is  shipped,  to  which  manifest  or  declaration  the 
inspector  aforesaid  shall  have  free  access  and  liberty  to  take 
abstracts  thereof,  and  if  any  master  of  a  vessel  shall  refuse  or 
neglect  to  make  such  return  to  the  naval  officer  as  aforesaid, 
he  shall,  over  and  above  the  penalty  in  the  said  last  named 
act  mentioned,  forfeit  to  the  said  inspector  the  amount  of  his 
fees  for  trying  and  examing  the  whole  cargo  of  flour  shipped 
on  board  of  his  vessel. 

[Section  XII.]  (Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,   That  the  said  inspector,  or 

i  Passed  September  10, 1778,  Chapter  815. 
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his  deputies,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  by  virtue 
of  this  act,  and  without  any  further  or  other  warrant,  to  enter 
on  board  any  ship  or  other  vessel  whatsoever  lying  or  being 
in  any  port  or  place  of  this  state,  or  into  any  mill,  store  or 
granary  within  the  same,  to  search  for  and  discover  any  flour 
intended  to  be  transported  out  of  this  state,  and  if  the  owner 
or  possessor  thereof,  or  their  servants  or  others  shall  deny  him 
or  them  entrance  or  if  the  said  inspector  or  his  deputies 
shall  be  in  anywise  molested  in  making  such  discovery  as  afore- 
said, or  if  such  owner  or  possessor  shall  refuse  to  permit  the 
said  inspector  or  his  deputy  to  view  or  examine  the  same,  every 
such  person  so  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ten 
pounds  for  every  such  offense. 

[Section  XIII. ]  (Section  XV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or  persons 
shall  counterfeit  the  aforesaid  brand  marks,  or  either  of  them, 
or  impress  or  brand  the  same  on  any  cask  of  flour,  he,  she  or 
they,  being  thereof  legally  convicted,  shall,  for  the  first  offense, 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  pounds;  for  the  second  offense, 
the  sum  of  ten  pounds;  and  for  the  third  offense  shall  be  com- 
mitted to  gaol  and  sentenced  to  the  pillory,  there  to  stand  the 
space  of  two  hours  on  a  market  day  in  any  city,  borough  or 
town  where  the  fact  shall  have  been  committed. 

[Section  XIV.]  (Section  XVI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  none  of  the  said  inspect- 
ors or  their  deputies  shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  vend,  barter, 
sell,  exchange  or  trade  in  flour  under  the  penalty  of  fifty 
pounds,  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint  or  in- 
formation, by  any  person  who  will  sue  for  the  same  to  effect 
in  any  court  of  record  in  this  state,  the  one-half  thereof  to  the 
use  of  the  person  or  person  so  suing,  the  other  half  to  be  paid 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  state  for  the  public  use.  And  every 
person  or  persons  so  offending  and  thereof  convicted  shall  be 
and  they  are  hereby  disabled  from  acting  thereafter  in  their 
respective  offices. 

[Section  XV.]  (Section  XVII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  inspectors 
be  empowered  to  appoint  deputies  under  them,  but  before  any 
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inspector  or  deputy  shall  do  anything  in  his  said  office  he  shall 
take  an  oath  or  affirmation  before  any  one  justice  of  the  peace 
of  any  county  of  this  state,  faithfully  and  impartially  to  per- 
form his  trust  and  duty  to  the  best  of  his  skill  and  understand- 
ing according  to  the  directions  of  this  present  act. 

[Section  XVI.]  (Section  XVIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  singular  the 
fines,  forfeitures  and  charges  mentioned  in  this  act,  where  the 
same,  respectively,  exceed  not  five  pounds,  shall  be  recovered 
in  the  same  manner  as  other  debts  and  demands  under  the  said 
sum  of  five  pounds  are  recoverable,  &nd  where  the  same  exceed 
the  said  sum  of  five  pounds  they  may  be  sued  for  and  shall  be 
recovered  in  any  court  of  record  in  this  state,  by  bill,  plaint  or 
information,  wherein  no  essoin,  protection  or  wager  of  law,  nor 
more  than  one  imparlance,  shall  be  allowed,  all  which  said  fines 
and  forfeitures  not  hereinbefore  directed  how  to  be  applied 
shall  be  paid  to  the  said  inspector  or  his  deputy,  who  shall 
keep  a  just  and  true  account  thereof,  and  shall,  once  in  every 
year,  at  the  time  of  appointing  overseers  of  the  poor,  deliver 
unto  the  magistrates  a  true  and  exact  list  of  all  such  fines  and 
forfeitures,  the  one-half  whereof  he  shall  immediately  pay  into 
the  hands  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  place  where  the 
forfeitures  happen,  and  shall  retain  the  other  half  to  his  own 
use.  And  if  any  of  the  said  inspectors  or  deputies  shall  neg- 
lect or  refuse  to  account  and  pay  as  aforesaid  he  shall  forfeit 
his  office. 

[Section  XVII.]  (Section  XIX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  Jacob  Bright  be  and 
he  is  hereby  appointed  inspector  for  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia;  and  Adam  Grubb,  for  the  county  of  Chester;  and 
Joseph  McElvaine,  for  the  county  of  Bucks.  The  said  inspect- 
ors to  hold  their  offices  from  the  publication  of  this  act  for  the 
space  of  four  years,  and  from  thence  until  the  end  of  the  next 
sitting  of  assembly,  and  no  longer,  except  they  shall  be  re-ap- 
pointed by  the  assembly.  And  if  any,  or  either  of  the  said 
inspectors  shall  happen  to  die,  or  by  any  accident  or  otherwise 
shall  be  rendered  incapable,  or  shall  knowlingly  suffer  any 
flour  to  be  carried  out  of  this  state  without  trying  every  cask 
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thereof  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  neglect  to  keep  a  sufficient  number 
of  deputies  to  assist  him  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  whereby 
the  possessor  of  such  flour  shall  suffer  any  damage  or  delay, 
or  shall  otherwise  misbehave  him  or  themselves  therein,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  a  majority  of  the  justices  of  the 
peace  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  or  of  the  respective  counties 
before  mentioned,  and  they  are  hereby  enjoined  and  required, 
on  the  conviction  of  the  said  officer  of  any  of  the  said  crimes,  or 
on  his  death,  to  nominate  and  appoint  some  other  fit  person  in 
his  or  their  place  or  places,  who  shall  thereupon,  on  taking  the 
said  oath,  be  the  inspector  until  the  assembly  shall  appoint  an- 
other to  be  invested  with  the  powers  and  subject  to  the  duties 
hereinbefore  mentioned. 

Passed  April  5,  1781.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  423,  etc.  See  the 
notes  to  the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  October  14,  1733,  Chapter 
332;  October  6,  1779,  Chapter  865,  and  the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed 
December  28,  1781,  Chapter  956;  March  9,  1783,  Chapter  1017;  Sep- 
tember 15,  1784,  Chapter  1112;  September  12,  1789,  Chapter  1433; 
September  30,  1791,  Chapter  1595;  April  18,  1795,  Chapter  1862; 
March  16,  1798,  Chapter  1975;  March  15,  1800,  Chapter  2144.  Sec- 
tion XV  of  the  Act  in  the  text  was  repealed  by  the  Act  of  Assembly 
passed  March  31,  1860,  P.  L.  452. 


CHAPTER  CMXXXVIL 


AN  ACT  TO  VEST  IN  THE  CONGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  A  POWER 
TO  LEVY  DUTIES  OP  FIVE  PER  CENTUM  AD  VALOREM,  ON  CERTAIN 
GOODS  AND  MERCHANDISE  IMPORTED  INTO  THIS  COMMONWEALTH, 
AND  ON  PRIZES  AND  PRIZE  GOODS  CONDEMNED  IN  THE  COURT  OF 
ADMIRALITY  OF  THIS  STATE,  AFTER  THE  FIRST  DAY  OF  MAY,  ONE 
THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-ONE,  AND  FOR  APPRO- 
PRIATING THE  SAME. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
by  their  act  of  the  third  day  of  February  last,  did  resolve  that  it 
be  recommended  to  the  several  states,  as  indispensably  nec- 
essary, that  they  vest  a  power  in  Congress  to  levy,  for  the  use 
of  the  United  States,  a  duty  of  five  per  centum  ad  valorem,  at 
the  time  and  place  of  importation,  upon  all  goods,  wares  and 
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merchandise  of  foreign  growth  and  manufacture,  which  might 
be  imported  into  any  of  the  said  states,  from  any  foreign  port, 
island  or  plantation,  after  the  first  day  of  May,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  except  arms,  ammunition,  cloth- 
ing and  other  articles,  imported  on  account  of  the  United  States, 
or  any  of  them,  and  except  wool  cards  and  cotton  cards  and 
wire  for  making  them,  and  also  except  salt  during  the  war. 
Also,  a  like  duty  of  five  per  centum  on  all  prizes  and  prize 
goods  condemned  in  the  court  of  admiralty  of  any  of  these 
states,  as  lawful  prize,  that  the  moneys  arising  from  the  said 
duties  be  appropriated  to  the  discharge  of  the  principal  and 
interest  of  the  debts  already  contracted,  or  which  might  be 
contracted  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States  for  supporting 
the  present  war  that  the  said  duties  be  continued  until  the  said 
debts  should  be  fully  and  finally  discharged: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled  shall  be,  and  they  hereby  are  fully  author- 
ized and  empowered  to  levy,  for  the  use  of  the  said  states,  a 
duty  of  five  per  cent  ad  valorem,  at  the  time  and  place  of  im- 
portation upon  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  of  foreign 
growth  and  manufacture  which  may  be  imported  into  this  com- 
monwealth from  any  port,  island  or  plantation,  not  within  any 
of  the  United  States,  after  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  except  arms,  am- 
munition, clothing  and  other  articles  imported  on  account  of 
the  said  states,  or  any  of  them,  and  except  wool  cards  and 
cotton  cards  and  wire  for  making  them,  and  also  except  salt 
during  the  war.  That  the  said  states  be  and  they  hereby  are 
also  empowered  to  levy,  for  the  use  aforesaid,  a  like  duty  of 
five  per  centum  on  all  prizes  and  prize  goods  condemned  by 
the  admiralty  court  of  this  commonwealth  as  lawful  prize: 

And  whereas  it  will  conduce  to  the  general  interest  that  the 
commercial  regulations  throughout  the  said  states  be  uniform 
and  consistent: 

t  Section  II.]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  further  en- 
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acted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  United  States, 
in  Congress  assembled,  shall  be  and  they  axe  hereby  fully  au- 
thorized to  appoint  one  or  more  collector  or  collectors  in  this 
commonwealth,  to  collect  the  said  duties  according  to  such 
rules  and  ordinances  for  collecting  and  levying  the  same,  as 
they  shall  judge  expedient:  Provided  always,  That  such  rules 
and  ordinances  be  not  repugnant  to  the  constitution  and  laws 
of  this  state. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  moneys  arising  from  the 
said  duties  shall  be  and  they  hereby  are  appropriated  to  the 
discharge  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  debts  already  con- 
tracted or  which  may  be  contracted  on  the  faith  of  the  said 
United  States  for  supporting  the  present  war. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  this  act  shall  be  and  continue 
in  force  until  the  full  and  final  discharge  of  the  debts  herein- 
before mentioned,  and  no  longer. 

Passed  April  5,  1781.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  426,  etc  The  Act 
in  the  text  was  repealed  by  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  September 
23,  1783,  Chapter  1039. 


CHAPTER  CMXXXVIII. 


AN  ACT  FOR  AMENDING  AND  CONTINUING  AN  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN 
ACT  FOR  THE  SUPPORT  OF  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  THIS  PROVINCE, 
MAKING  THE  EXCISE  ON  WINE,  RUM,  BRANDY  AND  OTHER  SPIRITS 
MORE  EQUAL,  AND  PREVENTING  FRAUDS  IN  THE  COLLECTING  AND 
PAYING  THE  SAID  EXCISE."  l 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  the  act  of  assembly,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  support  of  the  government  of  this  province,  making 
the  excise  on  wine,  rum,  brandy  and  other  spirits  more  equal, 
and  preventing  frauds  in  the  collecting  and  paying  the  said 
excise,"  l  passed  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-two,  will 

i  March  21, 1772,  Chapter  666. 
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expire  on  the  tenth  day  of  April  which  will  be  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  eighty  and  two:  And 
whereas,  it  is  necessary  for  the  supporting  the  honor  of  govern- 
ment, discharging  its  debts  and  incidental  expenses  and  for 
carrying  on  the  war  against  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  to 
continue  the  present  excise  on  wine,  rum,  brandy  and  other 
spirits  and  to  raise  additional  sums  of  money  upon  the  same: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and  it 
is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  so  much  of  the  act  of  as- 
sembly aforesaid,  not  altered  by  this  act  as  relates  to  the  excise 
on  wine,  rum,  brandy  and  other  spirits  and  the  collecting  and 
paying  the  same  shall  be  continued  and  the  same  is  hereby  con- 
tinued for  the  term  of  ten  years,  from  and  after  the  aforesaid 
tenth  day  of  April,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  eighty  and  two. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  be 
it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  retailers 
of  spirits  distilled  from  the  natural  products  of  this  state,  late 
province  of  Pennsylvania,  shall  take  permits  from  the  col- 
lector of  the  excise  and  give  him  security  in  like  manner  in  all 
respects  as  other  retailers  are  obliged  to  do,  anything  in  the 
nineteenth  section  of  the  act  of  assembly  aforesaid  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  thirtieth 
day  of  May  next,  until  the  expiration  of  this  act,  there  shall 
be  raised,  levied,  collected  and  paid  the  rate,  duty  and  sum 
of  four  pence  a  gallon,  and  so  in  proportion,  [for]  any  greater 
or  lesser  quantity  over  and  above  the  rate  and  duty  imposed  by 
the  above-recited  act,  upon  all  such  wine,  rum,  brandy  and 
other  spirits  bartered,  sold  or  consumed  within  this  state,  as 
are  subjected  to  a  duty  by  the  said  act,  which  rates,  duties  and 
sums  imposed  by  the  act  amended  and  continued  by  this  act, 
and  by  this  act  shall  be  paid  in  specie  or  other  money  equiva- 
lent and  not  otherwise. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
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by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  several  and  respective 
duties  by  this  act  granted  and  continued  shall  be  raised,  levied, 
collected  and  paid  during  the  term  and  time  aforesaid,  by  the 
same  ways,  means  and  methods  and  by  such  rules  and  direc- 
tions and  under  such  penalties  and  forfeitures,  and  with  such 
powers  in  all  respects,  not  otherwise  directed  by  this  act,  as 
are  prescribed,  mentioned  or  expressed  in  the  said  former  act, 
or  in  any  other  act  of  assembly,  thereby  referred  unto,  for  and 
concerning  the  duties  by  the  same  imposed  and  granted,  and 
that  the  same  act  before  mentioned  and  the  act  or  acts  thereby 
referred  unto  as  for  and  concerning  the  said  duties  on  wine, 
rum,  brandy  and  other  spirits,  and  every  article,  rule,  clause, 
matter  and  thing  therein  contained  and  now  being  in  force, 
not  otherwise  altered  by  this  act,  shall  be  and  continue  in  full 
force  and  effect,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  for  raising,  levying, 
collecting,  securing  and  accounting  for  the  rates,  duties  and 
impositions  hereby  granted,  imposed  and  continued,  respec- 
tively, and  for  levying  and  recovering  the  penalties  and  for- 
feitures and  all  other  matters  and  things  during  the  continu- 
ance of  this  act,  as  fully  as  if  the  same  were  particularly  and 
at  large  repeated  in  the  body  of  this  present  act. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  it  is 
hereby  enacted,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  ex- 
tend, or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  allow  any  collector  of  excise 
for  any  county  of  this  state  any  larger  or  greater  sum  for  his 
trouble  and  care  in  collecting  and  paying  the  additional  rate, 
duty  or  excise  by  this  act  imposed  than  at  the  rate  of  one  per 
centum  on  all  sums  by  him  to  be  collected  and  paid  in  virtue 
hereof. 

[Section  VI. ]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  treasurer  of  this  state  for 
the  time  being  shall  and  he  is  hereby  enjoined  and  required 
to  pay  all  and  singular  the  sum  and  sums  of  money  arising  by 
this  act,  or  the  act  hereby  referred  unto,  which  shall  be  at  any 
time  in  his  hands,  as  the  general  assembly  shall,  by  act  of 
assembly,  vote  or  draft,  direct  and  order  and  not  otherwise, 
anything  in  any  former  act  of  assembly  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 
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[Section  VII. ]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  other  rates  or  duties 
be  demanded,  received  or  paid  in  this  state  on  any  wine,  rum, 
brandy  or  other  spirits  than  those  imposed  and  made  payable 
by  this  act  and  the  act  hereby  amended  and  continued,  any 
law,  usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Passed  April  6,  1781.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  427,  etc.  See  the 
note  to  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  March  21,  1772,  Chapter  656, 
and  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  March  19, 1783,  Chapter  1016. 


CHAPTER  CMXXXIX. 


AN  ACT  FOR  EMITTING  THE  SUM  OP  FIVE  HUNDRED  THOUSAND 
POUNDS  IN  BILLS  OF  CREDIT,  FOR  THE  SUPPORT  OF  THE  ARMY  AND 
FOR  ESTABLISHING  A  FUND  FOR  THE  REDEMPTION  THEREOF  AND 
FOR  OTHER  PURPOSES  THEREIN  MENTIONED. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  it  is  not  to  be  expected,  during 
the  present  war  with  Great  Britain,  that  sufficient  quantities 
of  gold  and  silver  money  can  be  procured  or  retained  in  this 
state,  for  the  procuring  and  providing  sufficient  supplies  of  pro- 
visions and  other  articles  for  the  support  of  the  army,  and  for 
the  purposes  of  private  dealings,  for  which  purpose  and  for 
supplying  the  j*ood  people  of  this  state  with  a  medium  of  com- 
merce of  a  stable  and  solid  nature  for  want  of  which  they  al- 
ready suffer: 

And  whereas,  there  are  many  and  large  arrearages  and  sums 
of  money  due  to  this  state  from  private  persons  for  lands  here- 
tofore granted  and  claimed,  which  ought  to  be  pledged  as  a 
fund  of  credit  for  the  relieving  the  public  necessities  and  sup- 
plying the  treasury  at  this  time: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  bills  of  credit  to  the 
value  of  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  shall  be  prepared  and 
printed  with  all  possible  dispatch  after  the  publication  of 
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this  act  on  good  strong  paper,  under  the  care  and  direction 
of  George  Gray,  John  Steinmetz,  Henry  Hill,  Samuel  Penrose, 
Henry  Hayes  and  William  Harris,  the  charges  whereof  shall 
be  paid  by  the  state  treasurer  out  of  the  moneys  so  prepared 
and  printed,  which  bills  of  credit  shall  be  made  and  prepared 
in  manner  and  form  following,  viz.: 

"This  bill  shall  pass  current  for ,  according  to  an 

act  of  general  assembly  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
passed  the  seventh  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand 

seven  hundred  and  eighty-one.     Dated  the day  of 

April,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
one." 

And  the  said  bills  shall  have  the  state  arms  as  an  escutcheon 
in  the  margin  thereof,  with  such  other  devices  as  the  said 
George  Gray,  John  Steinmetz,  Henry  Hill,  Samuel  Penrose, 
Henry  Hayes  and  William  Harris,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall 
think  proper,  in  order  to  prevent  counterfeits,  and  to  distin- 
guish their  several  and  respective  denominations,  which  bills 
shall  be  of  the  several  and  respective  denominations  following, 
and  no  other.     That  is  to  say: 

Twenty-nine  thousand  and  seventy-seven  of  the  said  bills,  the 
sum  of  five  pounds  each. 

Twenty-nine  thousand  and  seventy-seven  of  the  said  bills,  the 
sum  of  three  pounds  each. 

Twenty-nine  thousand  and  seventy-seven  of  the  said  bills,  the 
sum  of  two  pounds  ten  shillings  each. 

Twenty-nine  thousand  and  seventy-seven  of  the  said  bills,  the 
sum  of  two  pounds  each. 

Twenty-nine  thousand  and  seventy-seven  of  the  said  bills,  the 
sum  of  one  pound  ten  shillings  each. 

Twenty-nine  thousand  and  seventy-seven  of  the  said  bills,  the 
sum  of  one  pound  each. 

Twenty-nine  thousand  and  seventy-six  of  the  said  bills,  the 
sum  of  fifteen  shillings  each. 

Twenty-nine  thousand  and  seventy-six  of  the  said  bills  the 
sum  of  ten  shillings  each. 

Forty  thousand  of  the  said  bills,  the  sum  of  five  shillings 
each. 
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Forty  thousand  of  the  said  bills,  the  sum  of  two  shillings 
and  six  pence  each. 

Forty  thousand  of  the  said  bills,  the  sum  of  two  shillings 
each. 

Twenty  thousand  of  the  said  bills,  the  sum  of  one  shilling  and 
six  pence  each. 

Twenty  thousand  of  the  said  bills,  the  sum  of  one  shilling 
each. 

Eighty  thousand  of  the  said  bills,  the  sum  of  nine  pence  each. 

Eighty  thousand  of  the  said  bills,  the  sum  of  six  pence  each, 
and 

Eighty  thousand  of  the  said  bills,  the  sum  of  three  pence 
each. 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  the  said  George  Gray,  John  Stein- 
metz,  Henry  Hill,  Samuel  Penrose,  Henry  Hayes  and  William 
Harris  shall  use  their  best  care,  attention  and  diligence  during 
the  making  of  the  paper  and  printing  of  the  said  bills,  that  the 
number  and  amount  thereof,  according  to  the  said  several  de- 
nominations, be  not  exceeded,  nor  any  clandestine  or  fraudulent 
practices  used  by  the  paper  maker  or  the  printer,  his  or  their 
servants  op  others. 

(Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  for  the  perfecting  the  said  bills 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act: 

[Section  II.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
the  said  bills,  the  denomination  whereof  shall  be  ten  shillings 
and  upwards,  shall  be  signed  by  any  two  of  the  persons  here- 
inafter mentioned,  and  that  every  of  the  said  bills  the  denomina- 
tion whereof  shall  be  under  ten  shillings,  shall  be  signed  by  any 
one  of  the  persons  hereinafter  mentioned.  That  is  to  say:  Cad- 
walader  Morris,  Samuel  Meredith,  James  Budden,  Joseph 
Wharton,  Joseph  Bullock,  Samuel  Caldwell,  Michael  Shubart, 
David  H.  Cunningham,  Jacob  Barge,  Philip  Boehm,  John  Pur- 
viance,  Joseph  Dean,  John  Miller,  Jonathan  Mifflin,  Isaac 
Howell,  Richard  Bache,  John  Baynton,  Tench  Francis,  David 
Shaffer,  Senior,  Thomas  Pryor,  Robert  Knox,  John  Mease, 
Jacob  S.  Howell  and  John  Patton,  who  are  hereby  nominated 
and  appointed  signers  thereof,  and  who  shall,  before  they  re* 
ceive  or  sign  any  of  them,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  the 
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effect  following,  viz. :  That  they  shall  well  and  truly  sign  and 
number  all  the  bills  of  credit  that  shall  come  to  their  hands  for 
that  purpose  according  to  the  directions  of  this  act,  and  the 
same  so  signed  and  numbered  will  re-deliver  or  cause  to  be  re- 
delivered unto  George  Gray,  John  Steinmetz,  Henry  Hill, 
Samuel  Penrose,  Henry  Hayes  and  William  Harris,  or  any  of 
them,  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  this  act. 

(Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  to  avoid  the  danger  of  embezzlement 
or  misapplication  of  any  of  the  said  bills  of  credit: 

[Section  III.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
the  said  George  Gray,  John  Steinmetz,  Henry  Hill,  Samuel  Pen- 
rose, Henry  Hayes  and  William  Harris,  after  the  said  bills 
shall  be  printed,  shall  deliver  from  time  to  time  so  many  of 
them  to  the  signers  aforesaid  by  parcels  to  be  signed  and  num- 
bered as  they  shall  judge  proper,  for  which  the  said  signers, 
or  some  one  of  them,  shall  give  receipts.  That  is  to  say:  That 
not  more  than  three  thousand  pounds  of  the  said  bills 
shall  remain  in  the  hands  of  any  two  of  them  at  the  same  time, 
and  so,  from  time  to  time,  till  the  whole  of  the  said  bills  be 
signed,  of  all  which  bills  of  credit  so  delivered  to  be  signed 
and  numbered  as  aforesaid,  a  true  account  shall  be  kept  by  the 
signers,  who,  upon  re-delivery  of  each  or  any  parcel  of  the  said 
bills  by  them  signed  and  numbered  shall  have  the  receipt  of  the 
said  George  Gray,  John  Steinmetz,  Henry  Hill,  Samuel  Pen- 
rose, Henry  Hayes  and  William  Harris,  or  any  two  of  them, 
to  charge  them  before  any  committee  of  assembly  appointed 
to  enquire  into  the  same;  and  each  of  the  said  signers  shall  have 
fifteen  shillings  for  every  thousand  of  the  said  bills  by  him 
signed  and  numbered,  and  no  more;  and  the  said  George  Gray, 
John  Steinmetz,  Henry  Hill,  Samuel  Penrose,  Henry  Hayes  and 
William  Harris  shall  severally  receive  twenty-five  shillings  for 
every  day  they  shall  be  employed  in  the  said  business,  and  the 
treasurer  of  this  state  shall,  for  receiving  and  paying,  have 
and  receive  two  shillings  and  six  pence  per  hundred  pounds 
for  his  care  and  trouble,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  moneys  emitted 
by  virtue  of  this  act. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  the  bills  of  credit  hereby  directed  to 
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be  prepared  and  made  as  fast  as  the  same  shall  be  signed, 
numbered  and  perfected  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  state  by  the  said  George  Gray,  John  Stein- 
metz,  Henry  Hill,  Samuel  Penrose,  Henry  Hayes  and  William 
Harris,  or  any  of  them,  who  shall  give  a  receipt  or  receipts 
for  the  same,  and  shall  issue  and  pay  the  same  according  to 
the  drafts  of  the  general  assembly  or  of  the  president  or  vice- 
president  in  council  for  public  use. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That,  together  with  the  guarantee 
of  the  honor  and  faith  of  Pennsylvania  which  is  hereby  given, 
so  much  as  shall  be  sufficient  of  the  arrearages  and  sums  of 
money  due  to  this  state  for  lands  heretofore  granted  or  claimed 
by  virtue  of  warrants,  locations,  surveys  or  any  other  title 
that  might  be  deemed  good  and  valid,  according  to  the  law, 
custom  or  usage  in  force  under  the  late  government,  shall  be 
and  hereby  is  pledged  and  declared  to  be  a  fund  out  of  which 
the  bills  of  credit  aforesaid  shall  be  redeemed  and  cancelled, 
within  the  term  of  five  years  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  in 
the  manner  following.  That  is  to  say:  The  one-fifth  part  there- 
of yearly  and  every  year  until  the  whole  shall  be  redeemed  and 
cancelled  as  aforesaid. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  this 
act  be  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be  legal  tender  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  whatsoever,  and  shall  be  taken  and  received 
in  payment  in  all  bargains,  contracts,  purchases,  agreements, 
dealings,  debts,  dues  and  demands,  according  to  the  sum  speci- 
fied in  said  bill,  to  be  taken  and  received  at  the  rate  or  value 
of  fifteen  shillings  for  every  two  dollars,  and  so  in  proportion 
for  a  larger  or  lesser  sum,  and  of  equal  value,  in  the  payment 
of  such  bargain,  contract,  purchase,  agreement,  dealing  ,debt, 
due  and  demand  whatsoever  with  two  Spanish  milled  dollars, 
each  weighing  seventeen  pennyweight  and  six  grains;  and  sixty 
shillings  of  the  emission  aforesaid  shall  be  taken  and  received 
at  the  rate  of  or  equal  in  value  to  one  gold  half  Johannes  of 
Portugal,  weighing  nine  pennyweight,  and  in  the  like  propor- 
tion for  all  other  gold  or  silver  coin,  any  contract,  agreement 
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or  bargain  between  parties  to  the  contrary  in  anywise  notwith- 
standing. 

[Section  VII. ]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  op  persons,  bodies 
politic  and  corporate  from  and  after  the  publication  of  this 
act  shall  refuse  to  receive  any  of  the  said  bills  of  credit,  when 
tendered  in  payment  of  any  debt,  bargain,  contract  or  demand 
whatsoever,  provided  the  whole  of  the  said  debt  or  demand  be 
so  tendered,  such  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  and  corpor- 
ate so  refusing  shall  be  forever  barred  from  suing  for  or  recov- 
ering the  same  before  any  judge  or  in  any  court  of  this  state. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  whatsoever  shall,  after 
the  passing  of  this  act,  refuse  to  take  and  receive  any  of  the 
bills  of  credit  aforesaid  in  payment  of  any  live  stock,  necessary 
of  life,  commodity,  manufacture,  article  or  goods  whatsoever 
which  he  or  she  shall  sell  or  expose  to  sale,  or  offer  the  same 
for  a  less  price  or  smaller  sum  of  money  to  be  paid  in  gold  or 
silver,  than  in  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  as  aforesaid,  or  that 
shall  give  or  receive  a  greater  nominal  sum  of  said  bills  of 
credit  for  a  less  in  gold  or  silver,  every  such  [person]  being 
thereof  legally  convicted,  in  any  court  of  general  quarter  ses- 
sions of  the  peace  in  this  state  or  before  one  justice  of  the 
peace  in  cases  where  the  forfeiture  shall  not  exceed  five  pounds) 
shall,  for  every  offense,  forfeit  and  pay  the  value  of  the  article 
or  articles  so  sold  or  exposed  to  sale,  one  moiety  thereof  to 
the  person  or  persons  giving  information  of  the  same  and  prose- 
cuting the  offender  to  conviction,  and  the  other  moiety  for 
the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  city,  district  or  township  where  the 
offense  shall  be  committed. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  party  giving  information 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  admitted  a  competent  witness  on  the 
trial  of  offenders  against  this  act,  any  law,  custom  or  usage  to 
the  contrary  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  publication 
of  this  act,  if  any  person  or  persons  shall,  within  this  state  or 
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elsewhere,  prepare,  engrave,  stamp,  forge  or  print  the  counter- 
feit resemblance  of  any  paper  bills  of  credit  which  shall  be 
issued,  emitted  and  made  in  virtue  of  this  act,  or  shall  counter- 
feit or  sign  the  name  or  names  of  the  signers  of  the  said  bills 
of  credit  to  such  counterfeit  bills  of  credit,  with  an  intention 
that  such  counterfeit  bills  of  credit  shall  be  passed  in  payments 
or  received  as  genuine  and  good  bills,  wfhether  the  same  be  so 
passed  or  received  or  not;  or  if  any  person  or  persons  shall, 
in  this  state,  pass,  pay  or  tender  in  payment  any  such  counter- 
feit money,  or  deliver  the  same  to  any  other  person  or  persons 
with  an  intention  that  they  may  be  paid,  passed  or  received 
as  and  for  good  and  genuine,  knowing  the  same  to  be  forged  op 
counterfeited,  every  such  person  being  thereof  legally  convicted 
or  attainted  in  any  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  within  this 
state,  by  verdict  of  a  jury  or  confession  of  the  party  offending, 
or  being  indicted  thereof  shall  stand  mute  or  not  directly 
answer  to  the  indictment  or  shall  peremptorily  challenge  more 
than  the  number  of  twenty  persons  legally  returned  to  be  of 
the  jury  for  the  trial  of  such  offender,  shall  be  adjudged  a 
felon  and  shall  suffer  death  without  benefit  of  clergy,  and 
if  any  person  or  persons  shall  counterfeit  any  of  the  said  bills 
of  credit  by  altering  the  denomination  thereof  with  design  to 
increase  the  value  of  such  bills,  or  shall  utter  such  bills  know- 
ing them  to  be  so  counterfeited  or  altered  as  aforesaid,  and 
shall  be  thereof  legally  convicted  in  any  court  of  record  in  this 
state,  such  person  or  persons  shall  be  sentenced  to  the  pillory, 
have  both  his  or  her  ears  cut  off  and  nailed  to  the  pillory  and 
be  publicly  whipped  on  his  or  her  bare  back  with  thirty-nine 
lashes  well  laid  on;  and,  moreover,  every  such  offender  shall 
forfeit  the  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds,  lawful  money  of  Penn- 
sylvania, to  be  levied  on  his  or  her  lands  and  tenements,  goods 
and  chattels,  the  one  moiety  to  the  use  of  the  state  and  the 
other  moiety  to  the  discoverer;  and  the  offender  shall  pay  to 
the  party  grieved  double  the  value  of  the  damages  thereby  sus- 
tained, together  with  costs  and  charges  of  prosecution;  and 
in  case  the  offender  hath  not  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  discoverer 
for  his  or  her  damages  and  charges,  and  pay  the  forfeiture 
aforesaid,  in  such  case  the  offender  shall,  by  order  of  the  court 
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where  he  op  she  shall  be  convicted,  be  sold  as  a  servant  for  any 
term  not  exceeding  seven  years  for  satisfaction. 

[Section  XL]  (Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
June  next,  no  money  shall  be  received  in  taxes  or  other  public 
dues  in  this  state  other  than  gold  and  silver  or  bills  of  credit 
by  law  equivalent  thereto.  And  that  the  treasurer  of  this  state 
be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and  empowered  to  set  apart  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  the  money  to  be 
emitted  in  pursuance  of  the  directions  of  this  act  for  the  pur- 
pose of  exchanging  old  continental  bills  of  credit,  the  common- 
wealth money  emitted  by  an  act  passed  the  twentieth  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  and  the 
money  heretofore  emitted  by  the  resolves  of  the  assemblies  of 
Pennsylvania  according  to  the  rate  of  exchange  to  be  declared 
by  the  president  and  supreme  executive  council  agreeable  to 
the  powers  vested  in  them  by  an  act  passed  the  twenty-third 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty.  And 
in  order  to  accommodate  the  people  possessing  any  of  the  said 
old  continental,  commonwealth  or  resolve  money  in  the  several 
counties  of  this  state,  the  state  treasurer  is  hereby  authorized 
to  employ  the  several  county  treasurers  in  exchanging  the  same 
according  to  the  said  rates  declared  by  the  supreme  executive 
council  and  under  such  restrictions  as  they  may  judge  proper 
and  necessary. 

Passed  April  7,  1781.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  428,  etc.    See  the 
Acts  of  Assembly  passed  June  25,  1781,  Chapter  948;  April  13,  1782, 
Chapter   971;  April  13,  1782,  Chapter  978;  January  31,  1783,  Chapter 
1003;  September  16, 1785,  Chapter  1180;  March  28, 1787,  Chapter  1283; 
December  4,  1789,  Chapter  1470. 


CHAPTER  CMXL. 


AN  ACT  FOR  ESTABLISHING  A  LAND  OFFICE,  AND  FOR  OTHER  PUR- 
POSES THEREIN  MENTIONED. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  many  of  the  lands  in  this  state 
heretofore  taken  up  and  located  under  grants,  warrants  and 
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other  office  rights  before  the  tenth  day  of  December,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six, 
are  yet  unpatented  and  the  purchase  money  and  arrearages  of 
purchase  money  thereon  due,  are  vested  in  the  commonwealth 
subject  to  the  disposal  of  the  legislature,  and  the  owners  and 
holders  of  such  rights  since  the  shutting  up  of  the  land  office, 
have  not  had  it  in  their  power  to  pay  in  the  purchase  money 
or  arrearages  of  purchase  money  and  obtain  patents  to  com- 
plete their  titles  to  the  same: 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Eepresentatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  an  office  be  and  it  is  hereby  erected, 
constituted  and  appointed,  which  shall  consist  of  three  persons 
or  officers  called  or  known  by  the  names  of  the  secretary  of  the 
land  office,  receiver-general  and  surveyor-general,  which  office 
shall  be  held  and  kept  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  or  such  other 
place  as  the  general  assembly  shall,  from  time  to  time,  order 
and  direct;  and  that  into  the  said  office  shall  be  removed  and 
safely  kept,  all  the  records  and  papers  of  the  former  land  office 
or  board  of  property  in  the  hands,  custody  or  possession  of  the 
late  secretary,  surveyor-general,  receiver-general  or  of  any  other 
person  or  persons  intrusted  with  the  care  or  management 
thereof,  by  or  under  the  late  proprietaries  of  the  province  of 
Pennsylvania,  or  of  their  governors  or  lieutenant  or  deputy  gov- 
ernors and  all  future  grants  and  confirmations  of  land  shall 
issue  from  the  said  office  in  manner  and  form  hereinafter  men- 
tioned. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  secretary  of  the  land 
office,  the  receiver-general  and  surveyor-general  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  general  assembly  and  commissioned  by  the 
president  or  vice-president  in  council  and  shall  hold  their  said 
offices  for  the  term  of  five  years  unless  sooner  removed  by  the 
representatives  of  the  freemen  of  this  commonwealth  in  general 
assembly  met.  And  the  said  secretary  of  the  land  office,  re- 
ceiver-general and  surveyor-general  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
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such  fees  from  time  to  time  as  heretofore  have  been  allowed  by 
law  until  the  same  shall  be  altered  by  the  legislature  and  shall 
have  power  to  appoint  deputies  or  clerks,  to  assist  in  executing 
the  business  of  their  respective  offices,  for  whose  conduct  they 
shall  be  responsible,  and  copies  of  records,  entries  and  papers 
of  the  said  office,  duly  attested  by  them  or  their  lawful  deputies 
under  their  hand  and  seal  of  office,  shall  be  as  good  evidence  as 
the  original  by  law  might  or  could  be.  And  the  surveyor-gen- 
eral shall  have  power  to  appoint  a  deputy  or  deputies  in  any 
county  of  this  state,  who  shall  have  power  to  make  and  return 
into  the  land  office  surveys  of  land  only  in  the  county  for  which 
[such]  deputy  or  deputies  shall  be  appointed,  for  the  conduct  of 
which  deputy  or  deputies  the  said  surveyor-general  shall  be 
responsible. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  secretary  of  the  land  office, 
surveyor-general  and  receiver-general  shall  severally,  before 
they  are  empowered  to  act,  enter  into  an  obligation  before 
the  president  of  the  state  with  one  or  more  sufficient  sureties 
in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds  to  the  commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their 
respective  offices. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  the  person  and 
persons  who  are,  or  shall  be,  entitled  either  in  law  or  equity 
to  any  lands  in  this  state  within  the  limits  of  the  Indian  pur- 
chase, by  virtue  of  any  grant,  warrant  or  location  before  the 
tenth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  upon  which  patents  have  not 
issued,  shall  and  may,  upon  payment  to  the  receiver-general  of 
the  land-office  hereby  established,  of  the  purchase  money  and 
interest  thereon,  or  the  arrearages  of  such  purchase  money 
and  interest  agreed  on  for  the  said  lands,  together  with  the 
office  fees,  or  if  no  purchase  money  or  interest  is  or  remains 
due  therefor,  then  upon  payment  of  the  office  fees  be  entitled 
to  receive  a  patent  or  patents  for  the  same  as  is  hereafter  di- 
rected, any  former  law,  custom  or  usage  to  the  contrary  hereof 
in  anywise  notwithstanding.     And  in  all  cases  where  surveys 
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have  not  yet  been  made  or  returned  to  the  former  land  office  on 
any  grant,  warrant  or  location  issued  before  the  said  tenth 
day  of  December,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  the  owner  or  owners 
thereof,  upon  applying  to  the  land  office  at  any  time  within  the 
space  of  one  year  from  the  passing  of  this  act  and  paying  down 
the  one-third  of  the  purchase  money  and  interest  then  due  on 
the  same  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  an  order  directed  to  the 
surveyor-general  to  have  the  same  surveyed  and  returned,  and 
after  such  survey  and  return,  on  payment  of  the  residue  of  the 
purchase  money  and  interest  in  manner  aforesaid,  he  or  they 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  a  patent  and  confirmation  of  the 
same  in  like  manner. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  purchase  money  due  for 
lands  in  this  state  taken  up  or  entries  thereof  made,  by  any 
grant,  license,  warrant,  application  or  office  right  whatever 
before  the  said  tenth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  aforesaid, 
shall  be  paid  into  the  receiver-general  of  the  land  office  hereby 
established.  That  is  to  say:  The  one-fourth  part  thereof  in 
one  year  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  one  other  fourth  part 
thereof  in  two  years  after  passing  this  act  and  one  other  fourth 
part  thereof  in  three  years  after  passing  this  act  and  the  residue 
thereof  in  four  years  after  the  passing  of  this  act.  And  in  case 
of  neglect  or  refusal  of  paying  the  aforesaid  quotas  of  the  pur- 
chase money  and  interest  at  the  time  herein  limited  for  payment 
thereof  by  the  space  of  six  months,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  commissioners  of  the  county  where  the  lands  lie  to  issue 
their  warrant  to  the  sheriff  of  the  said  county,  who  is  hereby 
enjoined  and  required  to  execute  the  same,  commanding  him, 
after  due  notice,  to  expose  the  same  lands,  or  so  much  thereof 
as  may  be  necessary,  to  discharge  the  sum  due,  with  interest 
and  costs,  to  sale,  and  transmit  the  [same]  to  the  receiver-gen- 
eral of  the  land  office  of  this  state,  and  the  said  sheriff  shall 
give  the  purchaser  a  deed  for  the  land  so  by  him  sold  upon 
receipt  of  the  purchase  money  and  interest. 

(Section  VII,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  nothing  herein 
contained,  shall  empower  any  commissioner  to  issue  his  war- 
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rant,  or  any  sheriff  to  sell  any  lands  for  non-payment  of  pur- 
chase money  and  interest  where  actual  settlements  have  been 
made  by  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  lands  and  where  the  owner 
or  owners  of  such  lands  have  been  drove  [sic]  off  by  the  power 
of  the  enemy. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  several  officers  of  the  land 
office  shall  meet  annually  and  transmit  to  the  respective  county 
commissioners  lists  of  the  delinquents  for  purchase  money  and 
interest  or  arrearages  of  purchase  money  and  interest  in  their 
respective  counties,  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  secretary 
of  the  land  office. 

[Section  VII. ]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  lands  within  this  state 
heretofore  surveyed  under  any  grant,  warrant,  location  or  other 
office  right,  shall  be  returned  into  the  surveyor-general's  of- 
fice (if  not  already  returned)  in  the  space  of  nine  months  from 
the  passing  of  this  act;  and  upon  application  made  by  the 
owners  of  such  lands  to  the  surveyor  and  their  paying  or  tend- 
ering him.  his  legal  fees,  in  such  case,  if  the  surveyor  refuse 
or  neglect  to  make  or  cause  to  be  made  returns  of  the  said 
land,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  the  one 
half  to  the  informer  and  one  half  to  the  use  of  the  state, 
to  be  recovered  in  any  court  of  quarter  sessions  in  this  state  by 
indictment  or  information. 

[Section  VIII. ]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  patents  to  be  granted  in 
pursuance  of  this  act  shall  be  by  deed  poll  and  signed  by  the 
president  or  in  his  absence  by  the  vice-president  in  council, 
and  countersigned  by  the  secretary  of  council  and  under  the 
state  seal,  in  form  following,  viz. : 

"The  supreme  executive  council  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.  To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greet- 
ing:    Know  ye,  that  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of , 

lawful  money  paid  by  A.  B.  into  the  receiver-general's  office 
of  this  commonwealth,  there  is  granted  by  the  said  common- 
wealth unto  the  said  A.  B.  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  con- 
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taining acres,  lying  in  the  county  of and 

township  of  (describing  the  particular  bounds  of 

the  land  and  the  date  of  the  survey  on  which  the  grant  issues), 
with  its  appurtenances.  To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  tract  or 
parcel  of  land,  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  A.  B.  and 
his  heirs,  to  the  use  of  the  said  A.  B.,  his  heirs  and  assigns  for- 
ever  (here   insert   the  tenure   and  reservation).     In  witness 

whereof,  his  excellency  ,  esquire,  president  (or,  if 

absent,  the  honorable ,  esquire,  vice-president)  of  the 

supreme  executive  council,  hath  hereunto  set  his  hand  and 

caused  the  state  seal  to  be  hereunto  affixed  the of 

,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  178 — ,  and  of  the  common- 
wealth the .     Attest, ,  secretary." 

Which  patent  shall  be  recorded  in  the  rolls  office  of  this  state. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  of  the  land  or 
lands  granted  in  pursuance  of  this  act  shall  be  free  and  clear 
of  all  reservations  and  restriction  as  to  mines,  royalties,  quit- 
rents  or  otherwise,  so  that  the  owners  thereof,  respectively, 
shall  be  entitled  to  hold  the  same  in  absolute  and  unconditional 
property  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever,  and  to  all 
and  all  manner  of  profits,  privileges  and  advantages  belonging 
to  or  accruing  from  the  same,  and  that  clear  and  exonerated 
from  any  charge  or  encumbrance  whatsoever,  excepting  the 
debts  of  the  said  owner  and  excepting  and  reserving  only  the 
fifth  part  of  all  gold  and  silver  ore  for  the  use  of  this  common- 
wealth, to  be  delivered  at  the  pit's  mouth,  clear  of  all  charges. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  ex- 
tend, or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  give  validity  to  any  grant, 
warrant  or  location  issued  after  the  fourth  day  of  July,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six, 
for  any  lands  or  lots  within  ten  miles  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
or  within  three  miles  of  any  county  town  in  this  state,  or  to  any 
warrant,  grant  or  location  for  a  greater  quantity  of  land  than 
five  hundred  acres  in  one  tract  or  to  any  lands  or  lots  not 
granted  in  the  usual  forms  of  the  land  office  or  to  lands  not 
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within  the  Indian  purchase,  anything  herein  contained  to  the 
contrary  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

Passed  April  9,  1781.  Recorded  I*  B.  No.  1,  p.  431,  etc.  See  the 
Acts  of  Assembly  passed  June  25,  1781,  Chapter  947;  April  5,  1782, 
Chapter  964;  April  1,  1784,  Chapter  1094;  April  8,  1785,  Chapter 
1162;  September  16,  1785,  Chapter  1180. 


CHAPTER  CMXLI. 


AN  ACT  TO  AMEND  THE  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  THE  MORE 
EFFECTUAL  SUPPLY  AND  HONORABLE  REWARD  OF  THE  PENN- 
SYLVANIA TROOPS  IN  THE  SERVICE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA,"  i  AND  THE  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  SETTLE  AND 
ADJUST  THE  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  TROOPS  OF  THIS  STATE  IN  THE 
SERVICE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  FOR  OTHER  PURPOSES 
THEREIN  MENTIONED."  2 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  doubts  have  arisen  whether  the 
chaplains  and  surgeons  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  are  included 
in  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  settle  and  adjust  the  accounts 
of  the  troops  of  this  state  in  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  passed  the  eighteenth 
day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty: 2 

And  whereas,  the  chaplains  and  surgeons  of  the  said  Penn- 
sylvania line  engaged  to  serve  during  the  present  war  have  not, 
by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  more  effectual  supply  and 
honorable  reward  of  the  Pennsylvania  troops  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  of  America,"  x  the  encouragement  and 
reward  their  services  and  sufferings  justly  entitle  them  to: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II,  P.  L.).  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and  it 
is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  chaplains  and  regimental 
surgeons  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  engaged  to  serve  during  the 
present  war  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  entitled  to  all  the 

i  Passed  March  1, 1780,  Chapter  880. 
a  December  18, 1780,  Chapter  920. 
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emoluments  and  benefits,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  which  the 
military  commissioned  officers  in  the  said  line  are  entitled  to, 
under  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  settle  and  adjust  the  accounts 
of  the  troops  of  this  state  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  *  passed  on  the  eigh- 
teenth day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  also  shall  be  entitled  to  the  half 
pay  of  a  captain  during  life,  they,  the  said  chaplains  and  sur- 
geons continuing  in  the  service  during  the  present  war  with 
Great  Britain. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  be 
it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  commissioned 
officers,  chaplains  and  surgeons  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  afore- 
said who  are  or  hereafter  shall  be  entitled  to  half  pay  shall 
be  liable  to  be  called  into  actual  service  by  the  supreme  execu- 
tive council  of  this  state  at  any  time  hereafter;  and  if  any  of 
the  commissioned  officers,  chaplains  or  surgeons  of  the  said 
line  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  go  and  continue  in  said  service 
when  called  to  it  as  aforesaid,  such  half  pay  shall  from  thence 
cease  and  determine,  anything  in  any  law  of  this  state  to  the 
contrary  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  the  supreme  executive  council  of  this 
state  may  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to 
appoint  any  additional  number  of  auditors,  above  the  number 
of  [three]  mentioned  in  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  settle  and 
adjust  the  account  of  the  troops  of  this  state  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned," 
as  they  shall  judge  necessary  for  expediting  the  business  to  be 
performed  by  the  said  auditors,  which  additional  auditors  shall 
have  all  the  powers  and  authority  and  the  like  reward  for  their 
services  which  are  given  and  granted  by  the  said  act  to  the 
auditors  therein  mentioned. 

(Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  hath  been  represented  to 
this  house  that  it  is  both,  necessary  and  expedient  to  pay  off 
and  discharge  a  certain  proportion  of  the  sums  specified  in  the 

i  December  18,  1780,  Chapter  920. 
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certificates  lately  granted  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Pennsylvania  line  for  their  depreciation  of  pay: 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  supreme  executive 
council  be  and  they  hereby  are  authorized  to  draw  upon  the 
treasurer  of  the  state  for  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  they 
may  deem  necessary,  and  place  the  same  into  the  hands  of 
certain  commissioners  to  be  especially  appointed  by  them  for 
that  purpose  (which  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  do),  who 
shall  attend  at  the  rendezvous  of  the  respective  regiments  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  May  next  ensuing,  and  then  and  there 
pay  to  such  officers  and  privates  who  are  in  actual  service  [and 
shall  make  ]  application  for  the  same,  one-third  part  of  the  sums 
found  due  on  settlement  and  specified  in  the  certificates  afore- 
said, respectively. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  commissioners  are 
hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  take  up  and  transmit  to  the 
treasurer  of  this  state  the  certificates  aforesaid  and  to  issue 
new  certificates  to  the  said  officers  and  private  men  for  their 
respective  balances,  which  said  new  certificates  shall  bear 
lawful  interest  and  shall  be  transferable  in  the  same  manner  as 
promissory  notes  are  by  law,  any  former  law  to  the  contrary 
hereof  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  certificates  of  such  officers 
and  soldiers  as  shall  not  apply  to  the  commissioners  aforesaid 
for  payment  shall  bear  lawful  interest  and  be  transferable  in 
like  manner  as  the  new  certificates  hereinbefore  directed  to  be 
granted,  and  the  possessor  or  possessors  of  the  same  may,  when 
he  or  they  shall  think  proper,  call  on  the  treasurer  of  the  state 
for  a  third  part  of  the  sums  mentioned  in  the  said  certificates, 
respectively,  who  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  pay  the 
same,  and  the  said  treasurer  is  hereby  further  authorized  and 
directed  to  retain  the  said  certificates  in  his  hands  and  grant 
new  certificates  for  such  balance  as  may  be  due  in  manner 
and  form  as  is  above  directed. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
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by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  supreme  executive  council 
be  and  they  hereby  are  authorized  and  empowered  to  order 
sale  to  be  made  of  all  forfeited  estates  appropriated  by  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  settle  and  adjust  the  accounts  of  the 
troops  of  this  state  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  *  on  or  before  the  tenth  day 
of  May  next  ensuing  and  apply  the  money  arising  therefrom  to 
the  uses  and  purposes  in  the  said  act  mentioned,  anything  in  the 
fourth  section  thereof  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Passed  April  10,  1781.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  433,  etc.    See  the 
Act  of  Assembly  passed  October  1,  1781,  Chapter  955. 


CHAPTER  CMXLIL 


AN  ACT  FOR  THE  BETTER  SUPPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  CREDIT  BY  AN 
IMMEDIATE  SALE  OF  THE  LANDS  THEREIN  MENTIONED,  AND  FULLY 
SECURING  THE  PURCHASERS  THEREOF  IN  THEIR  TITLES,  AND 
ALSO  FOR  PRESERVING  THE  COMMON  LANDS  APPURTENANT 
TO  THE  CITY  OF  PHILADELPHIA,  AND  OTHER  TOWNS  IN  THIS 
STATE  FROM  UNWARRANTABLE  ENCROACHMENT. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  speedy  and  honorable  redemp- 
tion of  the  bills  of  credit  issued  for  the  support  of  the  just  and 
necessary  war  in  which  we  are  now  engaged,  will  have  a  happy 
tendency  to  re-establish  public  faith  and  induce  well-affected 
individuals  freely  to  advance  their  property  for  the  purposes 
of  government  if  they  are  secured  of  a  true  and  real  equiva- 
lent: 

And  whereas,  the  bills  of  credit  of  this  state  dated  on  the 
twenty-ninth  day  of  April  last,  were  funded  upon  the  solid  prop- 
erty of  the  state,  consisting  of  the  Province  island  and  the  un- 
appropriated lots  contained  within  the  bounds  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  which  said  lands  were,  by  a  former  act  of  as- 
sembly, subjected  to  sale,  to  be  made  by  the  president  or  vice- 
president  in  council,  at  any  time  within  four  years  thereafter. 
And  a  speedj  sale  of  the  said  island  having  become  necessary, 
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the  same  hath  been  advertised  at  public  auction  to  redeem 
the  said  bills  of  credit  so  far  as  the  price  thereof  shall  extend: 

And  whereas,  it  is  manifest  that  a  part  of  the  said  bills  of 
credit  will  remain  unredeemed  after  the  said  island  shall  be 
sold  as  aforesaid,  for  the  redemption  of  which  the  said  city 
lots  have  been  solemly  pledged,  and  it  is  necessary  to  dispose 
of  the  same  in  like  manner  so  that  the  purchasers  may  be  as- 
sured of  a  clear  and  indefeasible  title,  and  thereby  be  induced 
to  offer  the  full  value  thereof: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  president  or  vice-president  in  council,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  and  required,  with  all  convenient  speed,  to 
apportion  and  set  off  such  and  so  many  of  the  said  city  lots  as 
shall,  in  his  judgment  and  discretion,  be  sufficient  to  satisfy 
and  redeem  the  residue  of  the  said  bills  of  credit,  together  with 
the  interest  which  shall  be  due  thereon,  and  also  the  charges 
of  selling  the  said  lands  and  cancelling  the  said  bills  of  credit 
remaining  unredeemed  after  the  sale  of  the  said  island,  and 
so  apportioned  and  set  off,  sell  the  same  at  public  auction  to 
the  highest  bidder,  pursuant  to  the  said  act,  entitled  "An  act 
for  striking  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  in  bills 
of  credit,  for  the  present  support  of  the  army,  and  for  establish- 
ing a  fund  for  the  certain  redemption  of  the  same,  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned," 1  in  all  cases  receiving  in 
payment  for  the  said  island  and  the  said  lots  the  said  bills 
of  credit  issued  pursuant  to  the  said  act,  or  Spanish  milled 
dollars,  or  an  equal  sum  in  gold  or  silver,  and  no  other  money 
whatsoever. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  Be  it  also  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  each  and  every  purchaser  of  the  said 
lands  hereinbefore  mentioned  and  every  part  thereof,  having 
received  his  deed  or  grant  from  the  president  or  vice-president 
in  council  shall  from  thenceforth  become  seized  of  a  sure  and 
indefeasible  estate  in  fee  simple  against  all  claims  or  demands 


iPaased  March  25,  1780,  Chapter  907. 
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whatsoever  and  in  case  of  any  suits  brought  for  such  land  or 
any  part  thereof,  the  grantee  under  this  act,  his  or  her  heirs 
or  assigns,  may  plead  the  general  issue  and  give  this  act  in 
evidence,  which  shall  be  final  and  conclusive  to  the  court  and 
jury  against  any  claimant  or  demandant,  in  any  suit  to  be 
brought  at  any  time  hereafter  for  the  lands  which  shall  be 
granted  as  aforesaid,  or  any  part  thereof. 

(Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  may  happen  that  claims 
may  be  hereafter  made  upon  some  of  the  said  lots  by  the  de- 
scendants of  the  original  purchasers  under  William  Penn,  es- 
quire, or  purchases  under  his  successors,  to  grantees  who  have 
neglected  to  set  out  and  appropriate  the  same  in  severalty,  so 
as  to  be  distinguished  from  the  common  lands,  appurtenant  to 
the  said  city: 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  author- 
ity aforesaid,  That  in  every  such  case  the  claimant,  having 
ascertained  the  justice  and  right  of  his  claim,  agreeable  to  the 
laws  of  this  state,  as  hereinafter  set  forth,  shall  be  entitled  to 
a  full  equivalent  for  the  same,  having  due  regard  to  situation 
in  any  other  of  the  unappropriated  lots  appurtenant  to  the  city 
and  now  vested  in  this  commonwealth. 

(Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  to  the  end  that  speedy  and  ample 
justice  may  be  done  to  every  such  claimant,  prosecuting  his 
claim  within  the  time  hereafter  limited: 

[Section  IV.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
in  case  any  suit  be  brought,  every  such  claimant  or  other  claim- 
ant of  any  part  of  the  lands  whereof  this  commonwealth  is  pos- 
sessed (lands  in  the  counties  of  Bedford,  Northumberland,  West- 
moreland and  Washington  only  excepted),  before  he  or  she  takes 
possession  of  any  part  of  the  said  lots  or  lands  so  claimed,  shall 
proceed  in  manner  following  and  no  other,  viz. :  He  shall  pre- 
sent a  petition  to  the  president  or  vice-president  in  council,  set- 
ting forth,  in  a  summary  manner,  the  nature  of  his  claim,  and 
whence  derived,  and  if,  in  such  petition,  he  or  she  shall  request 
a  trial  by  a  jury,  the  said  president  or  vice-president  in  council 
shall,  ex-offlcio,  grant  the  same,  by  directing  the  attorney-gen- 
eral to  receive  a  declaration  in  ejectment,  against  himself,  as 
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representing  the  commonwealth  in  such  cases,  wherein  the 
premises  claimed  shall  be  particularly  described  and  appear 
thereto  in  the  supreme  court  only,  and  proceed  to  trial  there- 
upon, according  to  the  laws  and  practice  of  this  state  in  posses- 
sory actions.  And  if  it  shall  happen  that  judgment  be  ob- 
tained against  the  said  attorney-general,  on  verdict  or  de- . 
murrer  and  the  court  award  costs  thereupon,  the  said  president 
or  vice-president  in  council  is  hereby  authorized  and  required 
to  cause  the  same  to  be  paid,  the  bill  being  first  duly  taxed,  to- 
gether with  necessary  and  reasonable  expenses,  attending  the 
defense,  out  of  any  moneys  which  shall  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  state  not  otherwise  specially  appropriated. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  upon  such  claim  being  ascer- 
tained as  aforesaid,  or  if  the  claimant  shall  not,  in  his  or  her 
said  petition,  request  a  trial  by  jury  (which  omission  shall  be 
deemed  a  full  and  final  consent  to  abide  the  determination 
of  the  president  or  vice-president  in  council  on  the  merits  of 
his  or  her  claim);  and  if  such  determination  shall  be  in  his 
or  her  favor,  he  or  she  shall  then  be  entitled,  at  his  own  expense, 
to  a  writ,  to  be  framed  by  the  prothonotary  of  the  supreme 
court  in  which  the  premises  recovered,  shall  be  also  particularly 
described,  directed  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  commanding 
him  to  summon  a  jury  of  twelve  good  and  lawful  men,  who, 
being  duly  sworn  or  affirmed,  shall  proceed  to  assign  to  [the] 
said  claimant  so  much  of  the  said  unappropriated  lots  within 
this  city  as  shall,  in  their  judgment  (having  due  regard  to 
quantity  and  quality)  be  equal  in  value  to  the  lots  so  claimed  by 
him  or  her;  and  such  writ,  being  duly  returned  to  the  said 
supreme  court,  such  return  approved  by  the  court,  and  judg- 
ment thereon  entered  shall  be  conclusive  in  favor  of  the  party, 
and  a  writ  of  possession  issue  thereupon. 

(Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  a  century  hath  now 
elapsed  since  the  granting  of  the  original  charter  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  upwards  of  eighty  years  since  its  actual  settle 
ment,  and  it  being  reasonable  that  there  should  be  a  limitation 
of  suits  and  dormant  claims  upon  the  estate  of  the  public,  as 
well  as  that  of  individuals: 
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[Section  VI.]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  person  shall  have  or  main- 
tain any  action,  real,  personal  or  mixed,  against  the  common- 
wealth, represented  as  aforesaid  or  otherwise,  for  any  lands, 
tenements  or  hereditaments,  within  Pennsylvania,  by  virtue 
of  any  grant  or  conveyance  of  the  original  proprietor  to  his  or 
her  ancestor  or  predecessor;  or  to  the  ancestor  or  predecessor 
of  his  or  her  grantor,  unless  he  or  she  shall  commence  and 
prosecute  the  same  within  seven  years  after  the  publication  of 
this  act;  or  by  virtue  of  any  grant  or  conveyance  of  the  subse- 
quent proprietaries  of  this  state  (lands  in  the  counties  of  Bed- 
ford, Northumberland,  Westmoreland  and  Washington  only 
excepted),  but  within  ten  years  from  the  publication  hereof 
and  in  default  thereof  all  and  every  such  claimants  or  claimant 
shall  be  utterly  barred  and  excluded  from  any  entry,  right 
of  entry,  title,  property  and  demand  in  or  upon  such  lands  or 
any  suit  whatsoever  in  law  or  equity  for  the  same. 

(Section  X,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  if  any  person  or 
persons  who  is  or  are  entitled  to  have,  or  maintain  any  such 
action,  be  at  the  time  of  the  publication  of  this  act,  within 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  feme  covert,  non  compos  mentis, 
imprisoned  or  beyond  sea,  other  than  those  who  have  volun- 
tarily gone  to  the  dominions  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  from 
this  or  any  of  the  United  States  since  the  fourth  day  of  July, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  that  then  such 
person  or  persons  shall  be  at  liberty  (except  as  before  excepted), 
to  bring  the  said  actions,  so  as  he  or  they  commence  the  same 
within  such  times  as  are  hereinbefore  limited  after  his,  her  or 
their  coming  to  or  being  of  full  age,  discoverture,  sound  memory, 
at  large,  or  returning  to  this  state,  as  in  the  case  of  other 
persons. 

(Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  divers  persons  pretending 
title  or  leases  or  permissions  from  the  late  proprietaries,  or 
without  any  pretence  whatsoever,  have  taken  into  possession 
divers  lots  appurtenant  to  the  city,  and  to  the  other  towns 
within  this  state,  which  lots  were  held  by  the  said  proprietaries 
as  such,  and  not  in  their  private  several  right  and  capacities: 

And  whereas,  such  possession  is  not  only  injurious  to  the 
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other  citizens  who  are  entitled  to  the  use  of  said  lands,  as 
common  for  their  cattle,  but  will  embarrass  the  future  sale  and 
appropriation  of  the  said  lots  for  the  general  benefit  of  the 
state: 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  VII. ]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  the  care  and  custody  of  the  city  lots 
in  Philadelphia  shall  be  and  is  hereby  vested  in  the  wardens 
of  the  city;  and  the  care  and  custody  of  the  lots  appurtenant 
to  the  town  of  Beading  shall  be  and  hereby  is  vested  in  Samuel 
Mifflin,  Henry  Christ  and  Henry  Haller;  and  the  care  and  cus- 
tody of  the  lots  appurtenant  to  the  town  of  York,  in  the  county 
of  York,  shall  be  and  hereby  is  vested  in  Archibald  McClean, 
Michael  Swoope  and  William  Scott;  and  the  care  and  custody  of 
the  lots  appurtenant  to  the  town  of  Carlisle,  in  the  county  of 
Cumberland,  shall  be  and  hereby  is  vested  in  John  Montgomery, 
Samuel  Laird  and  James  Pollock;  and  the  care  and  custody  of 
the  lots  appurtenant  to  the  several  towns  of  Easton,  in  the 
county  of  Northampton,  Bedford,  in  the  county  of  Bedford,  Sun- 
bury,  in  the  county  of  Northumberland,  and  Hannah's  town, 
in  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  shall  be  and  is  hereby  vested  in 
the  justices  of  the  peace  residing  in  and  within  two  miles  of  the 
said  towns,  respectively,  to  the  end  that  the  said  lots  may  be 
preserved  from  encroachment  and  private  use,  and  for  the 
benefit  of  common  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  city  and  towns, 
until  the  same  be  appropriated  under  the  authority  of  the 
legislature  of  the* state,  for  building,  improvement  or  other 
use.  And  that  all  such  encroachments  and  unwarrantable  en- 
closures within  the  said  city  and  towns  may  be  discovered  and 
removed  without  delay: 

[Section  VIIL]  (Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  wardens  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, the  said  Samuel  Mifflin,  Henry  Haller,  Henry  Christ, 
Archibald  McClean,  Michael  Swoope,  William  Scott,  John 
Montgomery,  Samuel  Laird  and  James  Pollock,  of  Reading, 
York  and  Carlisle;  and  the  said  justices  of  [Northampton], 
Bedford,  Northumberland  and  Westmoreland,  respectively,  or 
any  two  of  them,  are  hereby  authorized  and  required,  on  their 
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own  knowledge,  or  on  the  complaint  of  any  two  reputable  free- 
holders made  to  them  in  writing,  and  in  the  said  writing  de- 
claiming any  right  or  pretence  in  themselves  to  said  lots,  or  any 
part  thereof,  to  summon  any  person  possessing  any  of  the  said 
lots  before  any  justice  of  the  supreme  court  in  the  vacation,  op 
on  the  circuit,  to  show  by  what  warrant  or  authority  he  or 
she  holds  or  possesses  the  said  lots,  or  any  part  of  them;  and 
if  the  said  party  shall  not  plead  title  to  the  premises  under  a 
patent,  or  judgment  of  court  or  a  possessory  right,  by  virtue 
of  an  unexpired  lease  from  the  said  proprietaries,  or  their  agent 
duly  authorized,  at  the  same  time  producing  such  patent,  judg- 
ment or  lease,  or  an  authentic  record  thereof,  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  the  said  justice,  at  the  expiration  of  fifteen  days 
from  the  service  of  said  summons,  and  he  is  hereby  required 
to  award  the  possession  of  said  lot  to  the  commonwealth, 
and  issue  his  warrant  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county  to  abate  and 
remove  the  enclosures  of  said  lot  or  buildings  erected  thereon, 
as  in  the  case  of  common  nuisance,  and  open  the  premises  as  a 
free  common  of  pasture  to  the  inhabitants;  upon  which  pro- 
ceedings no  writ  of  certiorari  or  other  writ  of  removal  to  any 
superior  court  shall  be  allowed  or  received,  so  as  to  stay  the 
delivery  of  the  possession  agreeable  to  the  award  of  the  said 
justice  and  the  tenor  and  direction  of  said  writ.  But  if  the 
[said]  judgment  shall  be  reversed  for  any  cause  whatsoever 
the  party  shall  be  restored  to  his  possession. 

(Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  defeat  or  prejudice,  or  be  construed  to  the  de- 
feasance or  prejudice  of,  any  title  which  the  party  so  dispos- 
sessed may  have  and  which  he  may  prosecute  as  hereinbefore  di- 
rected. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XV,  P.  L.)  Be  it  also  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  suit  or  suits  shall  be  brought 
against  any  person  or  persons  for  anything  done  pursuant  to 
this  act,  the  action  shall  be  laid  in  the  county  where  the  cause 
of  action  shall  arise,  and  not  elsewhere,  nor  after  twelve 
months.  And  the  defendant  or  defendants  in  such  action  to 
be  brought  may  plead  the  general  issue  and  give  this  act  and 
the  special  matter  in  evidence;  and  if  the  jury  shall  find  for  the 
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defendant  or  defendants  in  such  action  or  actions,  or  the  plain- 
tiff become  non-suit,  or  discontinue  his,  her  or  their  action  or 
actions,  after  the  defendant  or  defendants  shall  have  appeared, 
or  if,  upon  demurrer,  judgment  shall  be  given  against  the 
plaintiff  or  plaintiffs,  the  defendant  or  defendants  shall  recover 
treble  costs,  and  have  the  like  remedy  for  the  same  as  any 
defendant  or  defendants  had  or  have  in  other  cases  to  recover 
costs  by  law. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XVI,  P.  L.)  Be  it  also  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  if  the  said  wardens  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  or  Samuel  Mifflin,  Henry  Christ,  Henry  Haller, 
Archibald  McClean,  Michael  Swoope,  William  Scott,  John 
Montgomery,  Samuel  Laird  and  James  Pollock,  of  the  towns  of 
Beading,  York  and  Carlisle,  or  the  said  justices  dwelling  in 
or  near  the  towns  of  Easton,  Bedford,  Sunbury  and  Hannah's 
town,  refuse  or  neglect  to  perform  the  duties  herein  and  hereby 
directed,  and  the  same  shall  be  presented  in  the  court  of  oyer 
and  terminer  or  the  court  of  general  quarter  sessions  of  the 
peace  of  the  proper  county,  and  bills  of  indictment  in  either  of 
the  said  courts  be  found  against  them  or  any  of  them  for  such 
refusal  or  neglect,  whereon  they,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  prose- 
cuted to  conviction,  they  shall  pay  a  fine  of  twenty  pounds  each 
for  every  such  offense,  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  said  city  and 
towns,  respectively,  to  be  paid  to  the  overseers  thereof. 

Passed  April  10,  1781.  Recorded  I*  B.  No.  1,  p.  434,  etc.  See  the 
Acts  of  Assembly  passed  April  8,  1786,  Chapter  1226;  April  8,  1791, 
Chapter  1555. 
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Laws  enacted  in  the  Third  Sitting  of  the  Fifth  General  As- 
sembly of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  which  com- 
menced at  Philadelphia,  on  Thursday,  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
May,  A.  D.  1781. 


CHAPTER  CMXLIII. 


A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  AN  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  PERMIT  THE 
EXPORTATION  OP  FLOUR  OF  WHEAT  FROM  THIS  STATE,  BT  SEA, 
UNDER  CERTAIN  LIMITATIONS  AND  RESTRICTIONS."  l 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  the  limitations  and  restrictions 
contained  in  the  sixth  and  seventh  sections  of  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  for  laying  an  embargo  on  the  exportation  of  provisions 
from  this  state,  by  sea,  for  a  limited  time," a  passed  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty,  and  also  contained  in  the  fourth  section  of  an  act,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  revive  and  continue  for  a  further  limited  time 
the  act  for  laying  an  embargo  on  the  exportation  of  provisions 
from  this  state,  by  sea,  for  a  limited  time,"  *  and  also  certain 
parts  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  permit  the  exportation  of 
flour  wheat  from  this  state  by  sea  under  certain  limitations 
and  restrictions," 4  passed  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  February, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  whereby  all  per- 
sons shipping  flour  of  wheat  were  to  offer  or  tender  a  quantity 
equal  to  one-third  part  of  the  quantity  to  be  shipped  unto  the 
proper  officer  appointed  by  the  president  and  council  for  that 
purpose,  have  been  found,  by  experience,  prejudicial  to  the  com- 
merce of  this  state,  and  have  not  produced  the  good  effects  ex- 
pected therefrom  by  the  legislature: 

i  Passed  December  22, 1780,  Chapter  922. 
2  Passed  February  28, 1780,  Chapter  876. 
s  Passed  September  22,  1780,  Chapter  917. 
4  Passed  February  27,  1781,  Chapter  928. 
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[Section  L]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and  it  is  hereby  enacted 
by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same,  That  the  sixth  and  seventh  sections  of  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  permit  the  exportation  of  flour  of  wheat 
from  this  state,  by  sea,  under  certain  limitations  and  restric- 
tions," and  all  things  therein  contained,  compelling  or  obliging 
the  shipper  of  wheat  flour  to  tender  or  deliver  to  the  said  officer 
a  quantity  equal  to  one-third  part  of  the  quantity  to  be  shipped, 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed  and  made  null  and  void, 
anything  in  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  aforesaid,  passed  the 
said  twenty-seventh  day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-one,  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  anywise  notwith- 
standing. 

Passed  June  7,  1781.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  437,  etc. 


CHAPTER  OMXLIV. 


AN  ACT  TO  RAISE  EFFECTIVE  SUPPLIES  FOR  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOU- 
SAND SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-ONE. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  honorable  Congress  of  the 
United  States  of  America  did,  by  their  resolution  of  the  fif- 
teenth of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
one,  demand  of  the  several  states  in  union  such  effective  sup- 
plies as  might  enable  them  to  carry  on  the  war  with  vigor  and 
effect: 

And  whereas  it  is  the  desire  of  the  representatives  of  the  free- 
men of  this  state  to  comply  with  the  said  resolution  of  Congress: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
thousand  pounds  shall  be  raised,  levied,  collected  and  paid 
within  the  current  year  (over  and  above  all  arrearages  of  taxes 
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assessed  in  the  old  continental  currency),  and  shall  be  levied, 
assessed  and  raised  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  several 
counties  of  this  state  according  to  the  method  and  proportion 
following.     That  is  to  say: 

In  the  city  [and  county]  of  Philadelphia,  the  sum  of  sixty-six 
thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty  pounds  five  shillings  and  eight 
pence. 

In  the  county  of  Bucks,  the  sum  of  thirteen  thousand  one 
hundred  and  five  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  two  pence. 

In  the  county  of  Chester,  the  sum  of  twenty-one  thousand  and 
thirty-seven  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  three  pence. 

In  the  county  of  Lancaster,  the  sum  of  twenty-eight  thousand 
four  hundred  and  seventy-two  pounds  eight  shillings  and  five 
pence. 

In  the  county  of  York,  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixty -two  pounds  eighteen  shillings. 

In  the  county  of  Cumberland,  the  sum  of  fourteen  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  nine  pounds  sixteen  shillings. 

In  the  county  of  Berks,  the  sum  of  fourteen  thousand  three 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds  three  shillings  and  seven  pence. 

In  the  county  of  Northampton,  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  two 
hundred  and  forty-three  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  eight 
pence. 

In  the  county  of  Bedford  the  sum  of  four  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  pounds  seven  shillings  and  five  pence. 

In  the  county  of  Northumberland,  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
five  hundred  and  eighty-two  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  two 
pence. 

In  the  counties  of  Westmoreland  and  Washington,  the  sum 
of  seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-five  pounds  one  shil- 
ling and  eight  pence. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia,  and  of  every  county  in  this  state, 
or  any  two  of  them,  shall  meet  together  on  or  before  the  first 
Tuesday  in  July  next,  at  their  usual  places  of  meeting,  in  the 
city  and  in  their  several  counties,  and  shall  then  and  there 
issue  their  warrants,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  to  the  town- 
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ship,  ward  or  district  assessors  of  each  township,  ward  or  dis- 
trict within  their  respective  counties,  requiring  them,  the  said 
assessors,  to  make  fair  returns  in  writing  on  a  certain  day  to 
be  by  them  appointed,  of  the  names  and  surnames  of  all  the 
taxable  inhabitants  and  single  freemen  within  their  respective 
townships,  wards  or  districts,  together  with  a  fair  and  true 
return  of  all  their  estates,  real  and  personal,  made  taxable  by 
this  act;  in  what  county  situated,  and  to  whom  such  estates 
do  respectively  belong.  And  to  enable  the  commissioners  to 
do  the  strictest  justice  in  assigning  the  quota  of  the  several 
townships,  wards  and  districts  within  the  city  and  each  county 
of  this  state,  the  said  assessors  are  hereby  empowered  and 
required  to  administer  to  each  taxable  within  their  respective 
townships,  wards  or  districts  an  oath  or  affirmation  in  the 
following  words,  viz.: 

%  A.  B.,  do  swear  (or  solemnly,  sincerely  and  truly  declare 
and  affirm)  that  the  return  which  I  have  made  is  to  the  best 
of  my  knowledge  a  just  and  true  return  of  all  my  taxable  prop- 
erty, real  and  personal,  and  in  what  county  situated.  And  that 
I  have  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  parted  with  or  disposed  of  any 
property  on  any  condition,  expressed  or  implied,  to  have  the 
same  returned  to  me  with  intention  to  avoid  paying  the  tax 
thereupon." 

And  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  give 
a  return  of  their  taxable  property  when  required  as  aforesaid, 
or  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  swear  or  affirm  to  the  truth  of  the 
same,  every  such  person  or  persons  so  neglecting  or  refusing 
shall,  for  every  such  offense,  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  equal  to  the 
tax  at  which  such  person  or  persons  shall  be  rated  by  this  act, 
to  be  levied  and  collected  by  the  collector  of  the  proper  town- 
ship by  virtue  of  a  special  warrant,  which  the  commissioners, 
or  any  two  of  them,  are  hereby  empowered  and  required  to 
grant,  and  the  same  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this 
commonwealth.  And  in  order  that  the  said  tax  may  be  levied, 
the  assessor  shall  use  his  best  endeavors  according  to  the  duty 
of  his  office  to  inform  himself  of  all  property  so  concealed  or 
refused  to  be  returned,  and  shall  make  return  thereof,  that  the 
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same  may  be  taxed  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
this  act. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  shall  neglect 
or  refuse  to  make  returns  on  oath  or  affirmation  as  aforesaid 
of  all  and  every  tract  or  parcel  of  land  he  or  she  shall  possess 
within  this  state,  to  the  assessor  of  the  place  where  such  person 
shall  dwell  or  reside,  all  such  lands  so  omitted  shall  be  liable 
and  subject  to  be  charged  with  all  such  taxes  the  next  or  any 
subsequent  assessment  which  the  same  lands  ought  to  have 
been  charged  with  had  they  been  duly  assessed  as  by  this  act 
is  directed.  And  if  any  such  tract  or  parcel  of  land  so  returned 
shall  be  situated  out  of  the  city  or  county  where  such  person 
and  assessor  shall  dwell,  then  the  commissioners  of  the  city  or 
such  county,  or  some  one  of  them,  shall,  as  soon  as  conveniently 
may  be,  transmit  a  copy  of  such  return  to  the  commissioners 
of  the  county  where  the  land  shall  lie. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  any  two  or  more  of  the  com- 
missioners of  the  respective  counties  shall  have  power  and  they 
are  hereby  enjoined  and  required  to  appoint  assessors  in  case 
of  removal  by  death,  disability,  refusal  or  neglect  to  serve 
of  the  present  assessors,  or  where  the  townships  neglect  to  elect 
such  assessors. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  when  the  commissioners  of 
any  county  shall  receive  the  return  of  the  assessors,  as  before 
directed,  they  shall  forthwith  proceed  to  quota  the  several 
townships,  wards  and  districts  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and 
the  several  counties  of  this  state  in  proportion  to  the  quantity 
and  quality  of  the  property  returned  as  aforesaid. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  sev- 
eral counties  within  this  state,  shall,  within  six  days  after  the 
quotaing  the  townships,  wards  and  districts  as  aforesaid,  fur- 
nish the  assessor  of  each  ward,  township  and  district  with  a 
true  and  fair  transcript  of  the  quota  or  sum  of  money  charged 
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upon  and  demanded  from  such  township,  ward  or  district,  to 
which  such  assessor  doth  belong. 

[Section  VII. ]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  assessors  of  each 
township,  ward  or  district  within  this  state,  with  the  assistance 
of  two  freeholders  of  the  proper  township,  ward  or  district  who 
shall  and  are  hereby  required  to  be  appointed  by  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  county  for  that  purpose  shall,  within  three  days 
after  the  said  assessors  shall  be  come  possessed  of  the  quota 
or  sum  of  money  so  assessed,  levy  and  assess  the  same  equally 
and  impartially  on  all  and  every  person  and  on  all  the  estates, 
real  and  personal,  within  their  respective  townships  made  tax- 
able by  this  act 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  following  enumerated 
articles  shall  be  and  are  hereby  made  taxable  and  no  other, 
viz.:  The  time  of  servitude  of  all  bound  servants  above  the 
age  of  fourteen  years;  all  negro  and  mulatto  slaves  above  the 
age  of  twelve  years;  all  horses  and  mares  above  three  years  old; 
all  horned  cattle  above  three  years  old;  plate  and  pleasurable 
carriages;  all  lands  held  by  deed,  warrant,  location  or  improve- 
ment; houses  and  lots  of  ground  and  ground  rents;  all  grist 
mills,  saw  mills,  fulling  mills,  slitting  mills,  hemp  mills,  oil 
mills,  snuff  mills  and  paper  mills;  all  forges,  furnaces,  bloom- 
aries,  distilleries,  sugar  houses,  breweries,  tan  yards  and  fer- 
ries, and  all  wares  and  merchandise  and  all  professions,  trades 
and  occupations. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  the  enumerated 
articles  aforesaid  shall  be  valued  at  and  for  so  much  as  they 
would  bona  fide  sell  for,  or  are  worth,  and  such  a  rate  or  rates 
shall  be  assessed  or  levied  thereon,  as  will  amount  to  the  sum 
of  money  quotaed  upon  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  several 
counties  of  this  state. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  each  single  freeman  who,  at  the 
time  of  assessing  any  tax  imposed  by  this  act,  is  or  shall  be  of 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years  or  upwards  and  has  been  out  of 
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his  apprenticeship  six  months,  shall  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding 
six  pounds  nor  under  forty-five  shillings;  and  that  all  trades, 
professions  and  occupations  (ministers  of  the  gospel  of  all  de- 
nominations and  schoolmasters  only  excepted)  shall  be  rated 
at  the  discretion  of  the  township,  ward  or  district  assessors  and 
two  freeholders  of  the  proper  township,  ward  or  district,  having 
due  regard  to  the  profits  arising  from  them. 

(Section  XII,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  divers  owners  of  lands 
whereon  improvements  have  been  made  and  of  tenements  may 
not  reside  in  the  county  or  district  where  such  lands  or  tene- 
ments are  situated,  whereby  it  may  be  difficult  to  collect  the 
taxes  assessed  on  such  real  estate. 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  XL]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
the  tenant  or  tenants,  or  other  person  residing  on  or  occupying 
such  real  estate,  his,  her  and  their  goods  and  chattels,  as  well  as 
the  lands,  goods  and  chattels  of  the  owner  or  owners  thereof, 
shall  be  liable  to  be  distrained  to  satisfy  the  said  taxes,  or  any 
of  them.  And  in  case  the  tenant  or  tenants  or  other  person 
or  persons  residing  on  or  occupying  such  real  estate  shall  pay 
any  tax  laid  thereon  by  virtue  of  this  act,  or  shall  be  distrained 
to  satisfy  such  tax,  such  tenant  or  tenants  may  retain  the  same 
out  of  the  rent  by  him,  her  or  them  payable  for  such  estate; 
or  said  tenant  or  tenants,  or  other  occupier  or  occupiers  of  such 
estate  shall  recover  the  same,  with  costs  of  suit,  of  the  owner 
of  such  estate  by  action  of  debt;  if  under  five  pounds  in  a  sum- 
mary .way,  in  like  manner  as  small  debts  are  recoverable,  but 
if  the  same  is  above  five  pounds  in  any  court  of  common  pleas. 

(Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  nothing  in  the 
foregoing  section  shall  in  any  manner  alter  any  contract  made 
between  any  landlord  and  tenant  concerning  the  payment  of 
taxes. 

[Section  XII. ]  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  each  county  commissioner  and  township,  ward, 
district  or  assistant  assessor  shall,  respectively,"  before  they 
enter  on  any  of  the  duties  required  of  them  by  this  act,  before 
some  one  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  proper  county,  make  oath 
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or  affirmation  as  is  hereinafter  directed,  to  wit:  If  a  county 
commissioner: 

"I,  A.  B.,  do  swear  or  affirm  that  I  will  well  and  truly  cause 
the  rates  and  sums  of  money  by  this  act  imposed  to  be  duly  and 
equally  assessed  and  laid  according  to  the  rules  and  directions 
mentioned  in  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  raise  effective  supplies 
for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one/  to 
the  best  of  my  skill  and  knowledge,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  duty 
and  office  of  a  commissioner,  and  herein  I  will  spare  no  person 
for  favor  or  affection  or  grieve  any  for  hatred  or  ill-will."  If 
a  township,  ward,  district  or  assistant  assessor,  the  following 
oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit: 

"I,  A.  B.,  do  swear  or  affirm  that  I  will  faithfully  and  impar- 
tially assess  the  quota  of  the  township,  ward  or  district  of 

,  imposed  by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act 

to  raise  effective  supplies  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-one/  on  the  several  persons  and  taxable 
property  therein  contained,  to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  under- 
standing; that  in  performing  the  duties  required  of  me  by 
that  act  I  will  spare  no  person  for  favor  or  affection  or  grieve 
any  for  hatred  or  ill-will." 

[Section  XIII,]  (Section  XV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  commissioners  of 
any  two  of  them,  shall  appoint  one  fit  person  in  or  for  any  town- 
ship, ward  or  district  to  be  collectors  of  the  taxes  to  be  raised 
by  virtue  of  this  act. 

[Section  XIV.]  (Section  XVI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  commissioners  of 
the  proper  county  shall  prefix  in  the  duplicate  delivered  to  the 
collector,  before  the  delivery  thereof,  a  warrant,  under  their 
hands  and  seals,  authorizing  and  requiring  the  collector,  after 
the  day  of  appeal  shall  be  passed  ten  days,  to  levy  the  sums 
rated  on  all  persons  who  shall  not,  upon  demand  after  the  said 
appeal,  forthwith  satisfy  the  same. 

[Section  XV.]  (Section  XVII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  assessor  legally 
chosen  or  any  person  appointed  by  the  said  commissioners  to 
be  an  assessor,  or  assistant  assessor,  or  collector,  shall  not, 
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within  two  days  after  notice  in  writing  of  such  election  or  ap- 
pointment, make  known  his  intention  to  the  commissioners 
of  the  county  to  serve  or  decline  the  office  to  which  such  person 
hath  been  or  shall  be  so  chosen  or  appointed,  the  said  commis- 
sioners shall  consider  such  person  as  having  refused  to  serve 
in  such  office,  and  may  proceed  to  fine  such  person  and  appoint 
another  in  his  stead,  as  if  such  person  had  actually  refused  to 
serve  in  such  office. 

[Section  XVI.]  (Section  XVIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  fine  on  any  person 
refusing  to  serve  as  an  assessor  or  assistant  assessor  shall  be 
any  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  pounds;  and  the  fine  on  any  person 
refusing  to  serve  as  collector  of  any  district  shall  be  any  sum  not 
exceeding  fifty  pounds.  And  in  case  any  assessor,  or  assistant 
assessor  or  collector,  after  taking  upon  him  his  office,  shall 
neglect  to  perform  his  duty  therein,  any  such  delinquent  shall 
be  fined  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds,  and 
if  any  person  chosen  or  appointed  to  be  an  assessor  or  appointed 
to  be  an  assistant  assessor  or  a  collector,  or  if  any  other  person 
shall  detain  any  warrant,  duplicate  or  other  writing,  necessary 
to  the  assessing  or  levying  the  said  tax  beyond  the  time  when 
such  person  shall  have  declined  or  be  deemed  to  have  declined 
any  such  office,  or  after  demand  thereof  made  by  the  commis- 
sioners, or  by  any  person  authorized  by  them  to  demand  the 
same,  every  such  delinquent  shall  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  pounds;  the  said  fines  to  be  ascertained 
and  set  by  the  commissioners  of  the  county,  and  levied  as  other 
fines  are  or  ought  to  be  levied  by  virtue  of  the  said  act. 

[Section  XVII.]  (Section  XIX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  case  any  collector, 
after  distress  and  sale  by  him  made,  shall  have  any  overplus 
money  remaining  in  his  hands,  such  collector,  first  tendering 
the  same  before  one  witness  to  the  owner  of  the  goods  dis- 
trained and  sold,  shall,  upon  the  refusal  of  such  owner  to  receive 
such  money,  pay  the  same  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county,  who 
shall  deduct  therefrom  one  per  centum  and  give  notice  thereof, 
in  twenty  days,  to  the  commissioners  of  all  sums  so  paid;  and 
the  owner  thereof  shall  have  the  remainder  discounted  out  of 
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any  future  tax,  and  the  receipt  of  the  said  treasurer  shall  ex- 
onerate the  collector. 

[Section  XVIII. ]  (Section  XX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  collectors  shall  make 
out  true  and  fair  accounts  in  writing  of  every  seizure  by  them 
made,  with  the  charges,  to  be  settled  by  the  commissioners; 
which  commissioners  shall  make  the  collectors  such  reasonable 
allowance  for  their  trouble  as  to  them  shall  seem  right,  and 
the  said  commissioners  shall  hare  full  power  and  authority 
in  all  cases  to  call  upon  collectors  who  have  or  in  future  may 
have  any  overplus  money  in  their  hands  and  to  proceed  against 
them  in  such  cases  as  the  law  directs  in  case  of  delinquent  col- 
lectors. 

[Section  XIX.]  (Section  XXI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  collectors  of  every 
district,  ward  or  township  shall  pay  unto  the  county  treasurer 
the  whole  of  the  tax  charged  in  his  duplicate  within  thirty  days 
after  the  day  of  appeal,  unless  he  hath  been  obliged  to  make  dis- 
tress for  any  part  thereof;  in  which  case,  and  no  other,  he  shall, 
as  to  the  tax  assessed  on  the  parties  distrained  on,  have  ten  days 
more)  after  which  the  commissioners  of  the  county  shall  fine 
such  delinquent  collector  at  the  rate  of  three  pence  in  the 
pound,  upon  all  sums  charged  in  his  duplicate  which  such  col- 
lector shall  not  have  paid  to  the  said  treasurer  for  every  day 
he  shall  fail  to  make  payment  thereof  as  aforesaid,  such  fine 
to  be  recovered  in  manner  aforesaid. 

[Section  XX.]  (Section  XXII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  county  treasurer 
of  this  state  shall  pay  over  all  sums  of  money  by  him  received 
by  virtue  of  this  act  to  the  treasurer  of  this  commonwealth 
within  the  time  hereinafter  limited.  That  is  to  say:  The  treas- 
urer of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  within  three  days  after  he 
shall  receive  the  same;  the  treasurer  of  the  county  of  Bucks, 
within  four  days  after  he  shall  receive  the  same;  the  treasurer 
of  the  county  of  Chester,  within  four  days  aftr  he  shall  receive 
the  same;  the  treasurer  of  the  county  of  Lancaster,  within  six 
days  after  he  shall  receive  the  same;  the  treasurer  of  the  county 
of  York,  within  seven  days  after  he  shall  receive  the  same; 
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and  the  treasurer  of  the  county  of  Cumberland  shall  be  allowed 
eight  days  and  the  treasurer  of  the  county  of  Berks  six  days. 
And  the  treasurer  of  the  county  of  Northampton,  seven  days, 
and  the  treasurer  of  the  county  of  Bedford,  twelve  days,  and 
the  treasurer  of  the  counties  of  Westmoreland  and  Washington, 
twenty  days,  and  the  treasurer  of  the  county  of  Northumber- 
land twelve  days  for  the  like  purpose. 

[Section  XXI.]  (Section  XXIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  commissioners  of 
the  several  counties  of  this  state  shall  cause  their  clerk  to 
make  out  a  fair  transcript  of  the  assessment  of  every  tax  laid 
upon  the  county  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  having  signed  the 
same,  shall  cause  such  transcript  to  be  delivered  to  the  treasurer 
of  the  commonwealth  within  thirty  days  after  the  days  of  ap- 
peal. 

[Section  XXII.  ] (Section  XXIV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  commissioners 
of  the  city  and  several  counties  shall,  each  of  them,  have  and 
receive  seven  shillings  and  six  pence  per  day,  and  each  of 
the  township,  ward  and  district  assessors  and  assistant  assess- 
ors shall  have  and  receive  five  shillings  per  day,  for  each  day 
they  shall  bona  fide  be  employed  in  the  performance  of  the 
several  duties  required  of  them  by  this  act,  and  that  the  col- 
lectors severally  employed  in  and  for  the  due  execution  of  this 
act  shall  be  allowed  six  pence  in  the  pound  for  every  pound 
by  them  so  collected,  and  no  more. 

[Section  XXIII.]  (Section  XXV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  sums  of  money  to 
be  assessed  and  levied  by  this  act  shall  be  paid  and  discharged 
in  gold  or  silver  money,  at  the  rate  of  three  pounds  for  one-half 
Johannes  of  Portugal  weighing  nine  pennyweight,  and  seven 
shillings  and  six  pence  for  one  Spanish  milled  dollar  weighing 
seventeen  pennyweight  and  six  grains,  and  so  in  proportion  for 
all  other  gold  or  silver  money,  and  in  no  other  money  whatso- 
ever. Provided  always,  nevertheless,  That  all  persons  who 
have  taken  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  allegiance  to  this  state, 
within  the  time  and  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law,  shall 
be  and  are  hereby  authorized  and  permitted  to  pay  one-half 
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of  the  sums  assessed  upon  them,  respectively,  in  the  paper  bills 
of  credit  emitted  in  pursuance  of  an  act  passed  on  the  seventh 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  but 
the  other  half  shall  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver,  at  the  rate  afore- 
said. 

(Section  XXVI,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  this  act  be  put  in  force  and  executed  with  all  convenient 
speed: 

Therefore: 

[Section  XXIV.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  if  any  of  the  said  commissioners  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to 
do  his  or  their  duty  in  the  premises,  he  or  they  so  offending 
shall  be  fined  by  the  supreme  executive  council  of  this  state  in 
any  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  pounds  for  every  offense, 
which,  by  virtue  of  their  warrant  directed  to  the  sheriff  or 
coroner  of  the  county  where  such  offender  or  his  estate  is  at 
the  time  of  issuing  such  warrant,  shall  be  levied  by  seizure  of 
lands,  distress  and  sale  of  goods  or  imprisonment  of  the  body, 
as  the  case  shall  require. 

[Section  XXV.]  (Section  XXVII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  act  for  raising  sup- 
plies for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine,  and  every  article,  clause,  matter  and  thing  therein  con- 
tained (except  what  is  herein  altered  or  supplied)  shall  be  and 
is  hereby  declared  to  be  extended  to  this  act,  and  shall  con- 
tinue in  full  force  and  virtue  till  all  and  every  sum  and  sums 
of  money  hereby  imposed  shall  be  raised,  levied,  collected  and 

paid. 

Passed  June  21,  1781.  Recorded  I*.  B.  No.  1,  p.  438,  etc.  See  the 
Acts  of  Assembly  passed  June  25,  1781,  Chapter  948;  September  29, 
1781,  Chapter  951;  April  5, 1785,  Chapter  1161. 
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CHAPTER  CMXLV 


AN  ACT  FOR  THE  REPEAL  OF  SO  MUCH  OF  THE  LAWS  OF  THIS  COM- 
MONWEALTH AS  MAKE  THE  CONTINENTAL  BILLS  OF  CREDIT  AND 
THE  BILLS  EMITTED  BY  THE  RESOLVES  OR  ACTS  OF  THE  ASSEM- 
BLIES OF  THE  SAID  COMMONWEALTH  A  LEGAL  TENDER,  AND  FOR 
OTHER  PURPOSES  THEREIN  MENTIONED,  l 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  honorable  the  Continental 
Congress  and  the  different  legislatures  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  struggling  in  support  of  their  inborn  rights  and 
invaded  liberties,  have  been  necessitated,  by  reason  of  the 
scarcity  of  specie,  to  emit  large  sums  of  paper  currency,  by 
the  rapid  depreciation  whereof  the  said  United  States  have 
labored  under  great  difficulties  in  procuring  the  necessary  sup- 
plies for  carrying  on  the  present  war: 

And  whereas  the  quantity  of  specie  being  of  late  considerably 
increased  within  the  said  United  States,  the  said  Congress  have, 
in  the  most  pressing  manner,  recommended  to  the  different 
legislatures  of  the  same  states  to  repeal  all  laws  making  the 
paper  bills  of  credit  of  the  United  States  a  legal  tender  equal 
to  gold  and  silver: 

In  compliance  with  the  said  recommendation  and  for  at- 
taining the  good  ends  and  purposes  thereby  intended : 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  ^Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  so  much  of  all  and  every  of  the 
laws  of  this  commonwealth  as  declare  the  bills  of  credit  emitted 
by  the  honorable  the  Continental  Congress,  or  by  the  resolves 
of  the  assemblies  of  the  late  province  of  Pennsylvania,  or  by 
the  present  or  late  assembly  or  assemblies  of  this  common- 
wealth, to  be  a  legal  tender  in  discharge  of  debts,  contracts 
or  demands;  and  so  much  of  the  said  laws  as  impose  any  pen- 
alty or  forfeiture  upon  persons  refusing  to  accept  any  of  the 
said  bills  of  credit,  in  satisfaction  of  any  debts,  contracts  or 
demands;  and  so  much  of  the  said  laws  as  impose  any  penalty 


i  See  Act  of  January  29,  1777,  Chapter  738. 
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or  forfeiture  upon  persons  refusing  to  receive  the  said  bills 
of  credit  in  payment  for  any  live  stock,  necessary  of  life,  com- 
modity, article  or  goods  whatsoever,  or  upon  persons  offering 
such  goods  or  articles  for  a  less  price  or  smaller  sum  of  money 
to  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver  or  other  current  money,  than  in 
the  bills  of  credit  aforesaid;  or  upon  persons  giving  or  receiving 
a  greater  nominal  sum  of  the  said  bills  of  credit  for  a  less 
in  gold  or  silver,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  and  are  hereby  re- 
pealed and  made  void. 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  nevertheless,  That  the 
foregoing  clause  shall  not  extend  or  be  construed  to  extend 
to  repeal,  alter  or  make  void  any  laws  or  sections,  or  clauses 
of  laws  whereby  the  paper  bills  of  credit  emitted  in  pursuance 
of  an  act  passed  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  the  paper  bills  of  credit 
emitted  in  pursuance  of  the  act  passed  on  the  seventh  day  of 
April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  are  made 
receivable  at  the  same  rate  as  gold  and  silver  in  the  payment 
of  the  arrearages  of  purchase  money  due  for  lands  or  lots,  sold 
or  to  be  sold  or  conveyed  by  this  state,  forfeited  estates  only 
excepted. 

(Section  IV,  P.  L.)  Provided  also,  That  nothing  in  this  act 
contained  shall  affect  any  tender  made  in  due  and  legal  manner, 
under  and  according  to  the  directions  of  any  of  the  said  laws, 
•or  any  suits,  actions  and  judgments  which  have  been  com- 
menced or  had,  or  which  are  now  depending,  or  which  here- 
after may  be  brought  for  or  by  reason  of  any  tender  made  be- 
fore the  passing  of  this  act. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  debts,  duties,  rents,  annui- 
ties and  other  demands,  granted  or  contracted  for  by  any  deed, 
will,  mortgage,  bond,  specialty,  bill  of  exchange,  note,  as- 
sumpsit or  otherwise  since  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  which  were  expressed 
to  be  paid  and  discharged  in  any  foreign  money,  or  in  gold  and 
silver  money  of  any  denomination,  or  in  bullion  or  in  any  com- 
modity, and  which  have  not  since  been  paid  and  satisfied  or 
discharged  shall  be  deemed,  construed  and  taken  to  be  yet 
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due  and  owing  from  debtors  to  creditors,  in  such  money  or 
other  commodity  as  in  the  said  contracts  were  expressed,  and 
the  same  may  be  sued  for  and  recovered  in  any  court  of  justice 
within  this  commonwealth  having  competent  jurisdiction,  in 
so  much  gold  and  silver  money  as  shall  be  equal  in  value  to  the 
debt  or  duty,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  contract. 

(Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  most  of  the  debts  con- 
tracted before  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-seven,  are  due  and  owing  from  persons 
who,  from  principles  of  honor  and  honesty,  have  declined  paying 
their  creditors  with  a  depreciated  [paper]  currency  when,  by 
law,  they  might  have  so  done,  and  it  would  be  unreasonable 
that  such  debtors  should  be  compelled  to  discharge  their  old 
debts  in  gold  or  silver  money  until  it  shall  become  more  plenty 
and  easier  to  be  acquired: 

[Section  III.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  where  any  judgment  already 
hath  been  or  hereafter  shall  be  entered  in  any  court  of  record 
within  this  commonwealth  by  default,  upon  the  confession  of 
the  party,  the  report  of  referees  or  the  verdict  of  a  jury  or 
otherwise,  for  any  sum  of  money  contracted  for,  or  due  for  rents, 
ground  rents  or  annuities  before  the  first  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven  (debt  due  to  the 
state  excepted),  the  said  court  is  hereby  authorized,  if  the  same 
be  not  ascertained  by  the  said  confession,  report  or  verdict,  to 
ascertain  how  much  of  the  said  sum  of  money  is  due  to  the 
plaintiff  for  the  principal  sum  due,  and  how  much  thereof  is 
for  interest,  damages,  costs  and  charges,  and  to  give  judgment 
for  the  whole  sum,  which  judgment  shall  remain  as  a  lien 
upon  the  real  estate  of  the  defendants,  in  the  same  manner 
as  judgments  at  law  bind  such  estate,  and  thereupon  the  said 
court  shall  award  execution  against  the  defendant  for  so  much 
of  the  said  sum  only  as  the  said  interest,  damages,  costs  and 
charges  shall  amount  to,  which  money  shall  be  levied,  recovered 
and  paid  in  gold  and  silver  money,  but  no  execution  shall 
issue  for  the  principal  sum  until  two  years  after  the  passing 
of  this  act,  or  until  permission  shall  be  given  for  that  purpose 
by  an  act  of  the  assembly  of  this  Commonwealth;  but  the  de- 
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f  endant  shall,  nevertheless,  pay  the  interest  of  the  said  principal 
sum  yearly,  as  it  shall  grow  due,  and  in  default  thereof,  the 
plaintiff  shall  be  entitled  to  writs  of  execution  as  often  as  there 
shall  be  occasion  to  recover  the  same. 

(Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  nevertheless,  That  if 
the  defendants  in  any  such  cause  shall  not  be  at  the  time 
of  rendering  the  said  judgment,  seized  of  a  sufficient  real  es- 
tate within  this  commonwealth,  in  his  own  right  to  secure  the 
said  debt,  and  shall  be  about  to  depart  from  this  state,  without 
leaving  such  real  estate,  and  shall  refuse  to  give  other  security 
for  the  said  principal  sum,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said  court, 
then,  and  in  such  case,  the  said  court  are  hereby  authorized 
and  required  to  award  execution  for  the  whole  sum  contained 
in  the  said  judgment,  as  well  principal  as  interest,  damages, 
costs  and  charges,  anything  herein  contained  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

(Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  in  order  to  prevent  unnecessary 
suits,  and  to  give  debtors  a  reasonable  time  to  prepare  them- 
selves for  payment  of  their  old  debts  before  any  suit  can  be 
brought: 

[Section  IV.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
no  suit  shall  be  commenced  against  any  person  (other  than  the 
subjects  of  his  Britannic  majesty)  for  any  debt  or  duty  con- 
tracted for  before  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-seven,  under  or  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
where  the  sum  demanded  exceeds  fifty  pounds  within  less  than 
six  months  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  unless  the  creditor  shall 
have  demanded  from  the  person  of  the  debtor,  or  by  a  [note],  in 
writing,  left  at  the  place  of  his  abode,  satisfaction  of  the  said 
debt,  at  least  three  months  before  bringing  his  suit,  or  unless 
the  creditor,  or  some  person  for  him,  shall  swear  or  affirm 
that  he  apprehends  a  danger  of  losing  his  debt  by  [the]  delay. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained 
shall  extend  to  revive  any  debts  or  demands  which  were,  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-six,  barred  by  any  act  for  the  limitation  of  actions 
then  in  force;  and  that  no  debt  or  demand  which  was  not 
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barred  by  such  act  for  the  limitation  of  actions  on  the  said 
first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
six,  shall  be  barred  by  the  said  act,  until  two  years  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  and  until  such  time  as  is  limited  by  law, 
according  to  the  nature  of  each  case. 

(Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  divers  persons,  as  agents, 
factors,  bailiffs  and  receivers,  sheriffs,  attorneys  at  law  and  in 
fact,  executors,  administrators,  guardians,  trustees  and  other 
persons  in  right  of  their  respective  offices,  trusts  and  appoint- 
ments, may  have  received  sums  of  money  for  the  use  of  their 
principals  and  persons  interested,  some  of  whom  may  have 
applied  such  moneys  to  their  own  use,  others  may  have  kept 
the  same  by  them,  until  it  depreciated  to  a  much  greater  degree, 
and  others  may  have  placed  the  same  out  on  interest  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  their  principals;  and  it  is  fit  and  right  that 
justice  should  take  place  in  such  varied  cases  as  nearly  as 
may  be  ascertained. 

[Section  VI. ]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  where  any  agent,  factor, 
bailiff  or  receiver,  sheriff,  attorney  at  law  or  in  fact,  executor, 
administrator,  guardian,  trustee  or  other  person  has,  in  right 
of  his  office,  trust  or  appointment,  received  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money  for  the  use  of  his  or  their  principals  or  persons  inter- 
ested, and  have  applied  the  same  to  their  own  private  use,  in 
such  case  he  or  they  shall  be  accountable  to  his  or  their  prin- 
cipals or  persons  interested  as  aforesaid  for  so  much  gold  and 
silver  money  as  the  said  bills  of  credit,  or  other  money,  so  by 
them  received  were  worth  at  the  time  of  such  application,  ac- 
cording to  the  rate  of  depreciation  affixed  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  directing  the  mode  of  adjusting  and  settling  the  payment 
of  debts  and  contracts  entered  into  and  made  between  the 
first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven,  and  the  first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-one,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"1 
passed  the  third  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-one.  And  where  any  such  agent,  factor,  bailiff,  receiver, 
sheriff,  attorney  at  law  or  in  fact,  executor,  administrator, 


i  Passed  April  3,  1781,  Chapter  935. 
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guardian,  trustee  or  other  person,  having  received  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  as  aforesaid,  shall  render  an  account  on  oath 
or  affirmation,  of  his  manner  of  his  disposing  of  the  same,  and 
of  the  profit  or  loss  arising  thereupon,  and  the  principal  or 
other  person  interested  as  aforesaid  shall  not  be  able  to  dis- 
prove the  same,  in  case  of  loss,  then  and  in  such  case  such  profit 
or  loss  shall  go  to  the  benefit  or  prejudice  of  the  principals 
or  persons  interested  as  aforesaid,  allowing  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation to  such  agent,  factor,  bailiff,  receiver,  sheriff,  at- 
torney at  law  or  in  fact,  executor,  administrator,  guardian, 
trustee  or  other  person,  for  his  trouble  in  managing  the  same; 
and  if  any  agent,  factor,  bailiff,  receiver,  sheriff,  attorney  at 
law  or  in  fact,  executor,  administrator,  guardian,  trustee  or 
other  such  person  receiving  as  aforesaid,  shall  decline  to  make 
such  oath  or  affirmation  and  to  render  such  account,  it  shall 
be  presumed  that  he  applied  said  moneys  to  his  own  use,  and 
he  shall 'be  accountable  therefor  in  the  manner  hereinbefore 
mentioned  in  such  cases. 

(Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  by  an  act  of  assembly  of 
this  commonwealth,  passed  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  Novem- 
ber, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  better  support  of  certain  officers  of  this  state,  and 
for  ascertaining  the  specific  fines  and  penalties  which  they  may 
incur  by  a  neglect  of  duty,"  *  the  fees  of  the  said  officers  and 
the  fines  and  penalties  which  they  might  incur  by  neglect  of 
duty  were  regulated  by  the  price  of  wheat,  which  has  been 
found  inconvenient  and  uncertain: 

[Section  VII. ]  (Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of 
this  act,  all  the  fees  due  to  the  officers  in  the  said  act  men- 
tioned, and  all  the  fines  and  penalties  which  they  have  or 
may  incur,  by  a  neglect  of  duty,  shall  be  paid,  levied,  col- 
lected and  received  by  and  from  them  in  gold  and  silver  money, 
as  they  were  regulated  by  law  or  practice,  under  the  late  govern- 
ment of  Pennsylvania,  before  the  first  day  of  July,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  anything  in  the  said  law 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 


i  Passed  November  27,  1779,  Chapter  875. 
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(Section  XV,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  by  an  act  of  assembly  of 
this  commonwealth  passed  the  eighth  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty,  entitled  "An  act  to  restore  and 
ascertain  divers  fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures,  hereafter  men- 
tioned, which  may  be  incurred  by  the  breach  of  certain  acts  of 
assembly  of  this  commonwealth,"1  the  said  fines,  penalties 
and  forfeitures  therein  mentioned,  were  also  regulated  by  the 
price  of  wheat,  which  mode  has  been  found  inconvenient,  un- 
certain and  inadequate: 

[Section  VIII. ]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  all  fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures  of  every  kind 
imposed  by  virtue  of  any  acts  of  the  assemblies  of  the  late  pro- 
vince of  Pennsylvania,  which  are  now  in  force,  shall  be  levied, 
collected  and  recovered  in  so  much  gold  and  silver  money  as 
in  the  said  several  acts  is  particularly  inflicted  and  respectively 
specified,  and  all  fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures  imposed  by 
any  acts  of  the  assembly  of  this  commonwealth,  since  the 
revolution  shall  be  levied,  collected  and  recovered  in  so  much 
gold  and  silver  money  as  the  sum  specified  in  the  respective  acts 
for  the  said  fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures  were  worth  at  the 
several  times  of  passing  the  said  acts,  according  to  the  rate  of 
depreciation  aforesaid. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XVI,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  be 
it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  debts 
or  contracts  which  have  been  entered  into  at  any  time  from  or 
since  the  first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-one,  or  shall  be  entered  into  hereafter,  shall  be  paid 
and  discharged  according  to  the  special  nature  of  the  contract. 
That  is  to  say:  Contracts  made  for  gold  and  silver  shall  be  paid 
and  discharged  in  the  same,  and  contracts  for  paper  currency 
of  any  emission  shall  be  payable  in  the  same  emission,  except- 
ing only  that  contracts  entered  into  as  above  for  old  continental 
currency  (if  any  such  there  be)  shall  be  liquidated  and  paid  at 
specie  value,  which  value  shall  be  ascertained  and  determined 
by  a  justice  of  the  peace  or  the  justices  of  the  common  pleas, 
as  the  case  may  be,  within  their  respective  jurisdictions. 

[Section  X.](  Section  XVII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 

i  Passed  March  8,  1780,  Chapter  888. 
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authority  aforesaid,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  extended 
to  prevent  the  receiving  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  in  conse- 
quence of  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  eighteenth  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  in  taxes  to  be  laid  in 
pursuance  of  an  act  of  general  assembly  of  this  state,  entitled 
"A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  funding  and  re- 
deeming the  bills  of  credit  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
for  providing  means  to  bring  the  present  war  to  a  happy  con- 
clusion,'"1 passed  the  nineteenth  day  of  December,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty. 

Passed  June  21,  1781.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  442,  etc.    See  the 
Act  of  Assembly  passed  March  12,  1783,  Chapter  1008. 


CHAPTER  CMXLVL 


AN  ACT  FOR  RECRUITING  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  LINE  IN  THE  ARMY 
OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  the  frequent  calling  forth  the  mi- 
litia of  this  state  is  attended  with  great  expense  and  loss  of 
time,  to  prevent  which  in  future  as  much  as  may  be: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  there  shall,  with  all  convenient 
speed,  be  enlisted  within  this  state  two  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred able  bodied  men,  to  serve  in  the  Pennsylvania  line  for  the 
term  of  eighteen  months  from  the  first  day  of  July  next,  who 
shall  be  raised  and  procured  by  or  at  the  expense  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  several  counties  of 
this  state,  in  number  and  according  to  the  proportion  follow- 
ing: That  is  to  say:  By  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
eight  hundred  and  ninety-five;  the  county  of  Bucks,  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-seven;  the  county  of  Chester,  two  hundred  and 
eighty -four;  the  county  of  Lancaster,  three  hundred  and  eighty- 

i  Passed  December  19,  1780,  Chapter  921. 
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four;  the  county  of  York,  two  hundred  and  fourteen;  the  county 
of  Cumberland,  two  hundred  and  two;  the  county  of  Berks,  one 
hundred  and  ninety-three;  the  county  of  Northampton,  one  hun- 
dred and  twelve;  the  county  of  Bedford,  sixty-one;  the  county 
of  Northumberland,  seventy-five,  and  the  counties  of  Westmore- 
land and  Washington,  one  hundred  and  three, 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  city  and  sev- 
eral counties  of  this  state,  respectively,  or  any  two  of  them, 
shall  forthwith  transmit  to  the  several  classes,  classed  by  virtue 
of  an  act  of  the  assembly  of  this  state,  entitled  "An  act  to  com- 
plete the  quota  of  the  federal  army  assigned  to  this  state," 
passed  the  twenty-third  day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty,1  by  persons  to  be  by  them  appointed 
for  that  service,  an  order  in  writing,  under  their  hands,  with  a 
duplicate  annexed,  containing  the  names  of  each  and  every 
person  composing  such  class,  requiring  each  of  the  said  classes 
to  enlist  for  the  term  of  eighteen  months,  as  aforesaid,  and 
deliver  to  the  proper  officer  one  able-bodied  recruit  within  fif- 
teen days  thereafter. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  class  or  classes  shall  neglect 
or  refuse  to  enlist  one  able-bodied  recruit  as  aforesaid,  within 
the  time  limited  and  directed,  or  to  make  return  thereof  to 
the  assessor  of  the  proper  township,  ward  or  district,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  commissioners,  or  township, 
ward  or  district  assessors,  or  any  of  them,  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  and  required  to  enlist  for  the  term  aforesaid  and 
deliver  to  the  proper  officer  one  able-bodied  recruit  in  behalf  of 
such  class  or  classes  respectively;  and  that  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  said  commissioners,  township,  ward  or  district 
assessors,  or  either  of  them,  where  such  neglect  or  refusal  shall 
happen,  to  proceed  and  levy,  in  the  manner  directed  by  the 
laws  now  in  force  for  levying  and  collecting  other  public  taxes, 
on  the  class  or  classes  so  neglecting  or  refusing,  the  sum  agreed 
to  be  paid  by  the  said  commissioners,  township,  ward  or  district 
assessors,  or  any  of  them,  to  the  said  recruit,  and  the  reasonable 

i  Passed  December  23,  1780,  Chapter  926. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


346  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  [1781 

expenses  accruing  thereupon,  in  proper  proportions,  accord- 
ing to  the  last  public  tax  levied  therein,  which  they  are  hereby 
enjoined  and  directed  to  do  within  two  days  after  such  recruit 
shall  be  enlisted. 

(Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  may  happen  that  a  number 
of  the  said  classes  may  prove  delinquent  and  recruits  may  not 
be  procured  immediately  to  supply  the  deficiency: 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  sev- 
eral counties,  respectively,  shall  provide  and  keep  a  book  in 
which  they  shall  enter,  in  numerical  order,  the  several  delin- 
quent classes  as  they  shall  be  returned  to  them,  and  shall  en- 
list recruits  for  [the]  said  delinquent  classes  according  to  their 
respective  numbers,  and  in  like  manner  levy  and  collect  the 
sums  imposed  upon  them,  respectively,  by  this  act. 

(Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  great  injustice  may  be  done 
and  unnecessary  expense  may  be  occasioned  to  the  delinquent 
classes  by  the  commissioners  and  assessors  giving  high  and 
extravagant  sums  of  money  for  recruits  in  their  behalf: 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  each  and  every  commissioner  and 
assessor  shall,  before  he  enters  on  the  duties  required  of  him 
by  this  act,  take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  viz. : 

I,  A.  B.,  do  swear  (or  solemnly,  sincerely  and  truly  declare 
and  affirm)  that  in  executing  the  duties  required  of  me  by  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  for  recruiting  the  Pennsylvania  line  in 
the  army  of  the  United  States,"  I  will  grieve  no  person  or  class 
(as  therein  mentioned)  through  hatred  or  ill-will,  but  to  the  best 
of  my  judgment  and  abilities  will  procure  recruits  or  cause  the 
same  to  be  procured  for  delinquent  classes  on  the  cheapest 
and  best  terms  in  my  power. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  any  person  who,  in  pursuance  of  this 
act,  shall  enlist  and  deliver  to  the  proper  officer  one  able-bodied 
recruit  shall  be  exempted  from  all  militia  duty  for  and  during 
the  time  of  such  enlistment. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  every  recruit  so  enlisted  and  entered 
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into  the  Pennsylvania  line,  shall  receive  the  same  pay,  cloth- 
ing and  rations  as  the  troops  of  this  state  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  also  half  pay  during  life  if  disabled  in  the 
service. 

[Section  VIII. ]  (Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  where  any  class  or  person 
therein  shall  furnish  such  recruit  in  behalf  of  such  class,  and 
any  dispute  may  arise  about  the  sum  or  sums  of  money  which 
any  person  [or  persons]  therein  should  or  ought  to  pay  towards 
the  enlistment  of  such  recruit,  or  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay 
their  proportion  thereof,  the  same  shall  be  adjusted,  collected 
and  paid  in  the  manner  directed  in  the  foregoing  clause  for  the 
levying,  collecting  and  paying  the  expenses  of  enlistment,  in 
cases  where  the  classes  have  neglected  or  refused. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  the  supreme  executive  council  and 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  be  and  they 
are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  appoint  officers  of  the 
said  line  in  each  county,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  and 
taking  such  recruits  in  charge  that  shall  be  enlisted  in  pursu- 
ance of  this  act. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  recruit  enlisted  for  any 
class  shall  be  attested  before  the  next  or  some  justice  of  the 
peace,  if  accepted  by  the  proper  officer,  shall,  by  one  of  the 
said  classes,  be  delivered  to  the  nearest  officer  appointed  for 
that  purpose,  who,  upon  the  receipt  of  such  recruit  and  certifi- 
cate from  the  said  justice  of  the  peace  of  Ids  having  been  at- 
tested as  above,  shall  give  a  receipt  in  favor  of  such  class  for 
said  recruit. 

[Section  XL]  (Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  moneys  paid  by  executors, 
guardians  or  others,  in  legal  trust,  in  right  of  another,  in  pur- 
suance of  this  act,  shall  be  allowed  in  their  accounts  at  the 
time  of  the  settlement  thereof. 

[Section  XII. ]  (Section  XV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  any  county  commissioner 
herein  required  to  perform  certain  duties  and  neglecting  or  re- 
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fusing  so  to  do,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
this  act  (except  in  case  of  sickness  or  removal)  shall  be  fined 
by  the  supreme  executive  council  of  this  state  in  any  sum  not 
exceeding  five  hundred  pounds  in  specie.  And  any  assessor, 
collector  or  other  person  required,  in  pursuance  of  this  act, 
to  perform  any  duty  and  neglecting  or  refusing  to  perform  the 
same  (except  as  above  excepted),  shall  be  fined  in  any  sum  not 
exceeding  fifty  pounds  specie,  by  the  commissioners  of  the  city 
or  any  of  the  counties  of  this  state,  or  any  two  of  them,  where 
the  offense  may  happen,  who  shall  appoint  another  or  others 
in  their  stead. 

And  whereas,  it  may  happen  that  a  part  or  the  whole  of  the 
property  in  some  of  the  said  classes  may  not  have  any  person 
in  the  occupation  or  possession  thereof  or  resident  thereon  to 
represent  it: 

[Section  XIII.]  (Section  XVII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  collector  of  the  town- 
ship, ward  or  district  wherein  such  property  may  be  found 
shall  give  speedy  information  thereof  to  the  commissioners  of 
the  county,  who  shall,  without  delay,  publish,  or  cause  to  be 
published,  in  some  of  the  newspapers  printed  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  for  three  weeks  successively  an  account  of  all 
property  so  circumstanced  in  their  said  county,  and  of  the  sum 
or  sums  of  money  chargeable  thereon,  requiring  the  owner  or 
owners  to  make  payment  thereof  to  the  proper  person  at  or  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  two  months  from  the  date  of  such  publi- 
cation; and  on  failure  of  such  payment  at  the  expiration  of 
such  term,  the  commissioners  of  the  proper  county,  or  any  two 
of  them,  may  and  they  axe  hereby  authorized,  empowered  and 
required  to  expose  such  property,  or  as  much  thereof  as  may 
be  necessary,  to  pay  such  sum  or  sums  of  money,  with  reason- 
able costs,  to  sale  at  public  auction  and  after  due  and  public 
notice  given  of  such  intended  sale  for  at  least  ten  days,  to 
sell  the  same  to  the  highest  and  best  bidder;  and  the  said  com- 
missioners, or  any  two  of  them,  shall  convey  any  houses,  lands 
or  tenements  so  sold  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof  in 
fee  simple,  or  for  such  estate  as  the  delinquent  owner  thereof 
held  the  same,  which  shall  be  good  and  valid  in  law;  and  the 
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said  commissioners,  after  deducting  the  sum  or  sums  of  money 
aforesaid  and  the  reasonable  costs,  shall  return  and  pay  the 
overplus  of  the  consideration  money,  if  any,  to  the  owner  or 
owners  when  thereunto  required. 

[Section  XIV.]  (Section  XVIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  tenants  in  possession 
shall  be  accountable  for  and  pay  any  sum  or  sums  of  money 
charged  by  virtue  of  this  act  on  the  lands  in  his  or  her  posses- 
sion, and  may  discount  the  same  out  of  his  or  her  rent;  and  in 
case  one  year's  rent  should  prove  insufficient  to  defray  the 
same,  the  said  lands  shall  be  liable  for  the  sums  charged 
thereon,  and  the  same,  or  such  parts  thereof  as  may  be  sufficient, 
may  be  sold  therefor  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  fore- 
going clause. 

[Section  XV.]  (Section  XIX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  persons  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  commissioners  of  the  city  and  several  counties 
to  transmit  and  deliver  to  the  several  classes  their  order,  with 
the  duplicate  hereinbefore  mentioned,  shall  be  paid  such  reason- 
able rewards,  respectively,  for  that  service  as  shall  be  agreed 
for  by  the  said  commissioners. 

Passed  June  25,  1781.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  446,  etc.    See  the 
Act  of  Assembly  passed  September  29, 1781,  Chapter  951. 


CHAPTER  CMXLVII. 


A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  AN  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  ESTABLISHING 
A  LAND  OFFICE  AND  FOR  OTHER  PURPOSES  THEREIN  MEN- 
TIONED." i 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  it  appears  necessary  to  explain 
certain  parts  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  a  land 
office  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"1  and  to  make 
some  amendments  thereto: 

Therefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 

iPassed  April  9.  1781,  Chapter  940. 
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enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  meaning  of  the  word  location, 
mentioned  in  the  fifth  section  of  the  said  act,  was,  is,  and  is 
hereby  declared  to  be,  an  application  made  by  any  person  or 
persons  for  land  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  late  land 
office  of  Pennsylvania,  and  entered  in  the  books  of  the  said 
office,  numbered  and  sent  to  the  surveyor-general's  office. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
to  and  for  the  president,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  vice-president, 
in  council,  to  sign  all  and  every  warrant  and  warrants  of  ac- 
ceptance, re-survey  and  partition  as  fully  as  the  governor  of 
the  late  province  of  Pennsylvania  or  commissioner  of  property 
might  or  could  have  done. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  receiver-general  shall,  once 
in  every  month,  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  this 
commonwealth  all  moneys  which  shall  come  to  his  hands  by 
virtue  of  the  said  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  which 
shall  be  subject  to  the  disposal  of  the  legislature  of  this  state, 
to  whom  he  is  to  account  once  in  every  year. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  rate  of  exchange  at  which  the 
receiver-general  shall  receive  the  five  pounds  sterling  for  every 
hundred  acres  of  land  shall  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  at  the 
rate  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  and  two-thirds  of  the  currency 
of  this  state  for  one  hundred  pounds  sterling. 

Passed  June  26, 1781.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  page  449,  etc. 
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CHAPTEE  CMXLVIIL 


AN  ACT  FOR  RAISING  ADDITIONAL,  SUPPLIES  FOR  THE  YEAR  ONE 
THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-ONE. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  it  is  become  necessary  that  vigor- 
ous and  effectual  measures  should  be  adopted  to  answer  the 
present  exigency  of  the  public: 

And  whereas,  it  is  the  earnest  desire  of  the  representatives 
of  the  freemen  of  this  commonwealth  to  restore  and  support 
th  credit  of  the  paper  money  of  this  state  by  all  just  means  in 
their  power: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  ^Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  sum  of  eighty  thou- 
sand pounds,  in  addition  to  the  sums  of  money  directed  to  be 
raised  by  the  act,  entitled  "A  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  for  funding  and  redeeming  the  bills  of  credit  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  for  providing  means  to  bring 
the  present  war  to  an  happy  conclusion,"  *  passed  on  the  nine- 
teenth day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty,  and  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  raise  effective  sup- 
plies for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
one," a  passed  the  twenty-first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-one,  shall  be  raised,  levied,  collected  and 
paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  state  within  the  current  year, 
and  shall  be  assessed  and  levied  on  the  persons  and  estates 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  and 
the  several  counties  of  this  state,  in  the  proportion  and  manner 
following,  viz.: 

The  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  the  sum  of  twenty-six 
thousand  five  hundred  and  four  pounds,  three  shillings. 

The  county  of  Bucks,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  two  hundred 
and  forty-two  pounds  six  shillings. 

i  Passed  December  19,  1780,  Chapter  921. 
2  Passed  June  21,  1781,  Chapter  944. 
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The  county  of  Chester,  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  pounds  seven  shillings. 

The  county  of  Lancaster,  the  sum  of  eleven  thousand  three 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  pounds  five  shillings. 

The  county  of  York,  the  sum  of  six  thousand  three  hundred 
and  forty-five  pounds  four  shillings. 

The  county  of  Cumberland,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  sixty-four  pounds. 

The  county  of  Berks,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  pounds  four  shillings. 

The  county  of  Northampton,  the  sum  of  three  thousand  two 
hundred  and  ninety-seven  pounds  ten  shillings. 

The  county  of  Bedford,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seven  pounds  sixteen  shillings. 

[The  county  of  Northumberland,  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
two  hundred  and  thirty-three  pounds  three  shillings.]     And 

The  counties  of  Westmoreland  and  Washington,  the  sum  of 
three  thousand  and  seventy-four  pounds  two  shillings. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  tax  for  raising  the  said 
sum  of  eighty  thousand  pounds  shall  be  grafted  upon  and  added 
to  the  tax  directed  to  be  levied  and  collected  within  the  current 
year  by  the  said  act,  entitled  "A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled 
'An  act  for  funding  and  redeeming  the  bills  of  credit  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  for  providing  means  to  bring 
the  present  war  to  an  happy  conclusion," 1  and  shall  be  assessed, 
levied,  collected  and  paid  in  the  manner  and  within  the  time 
and  under  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  therein  expressed,  con- 
tained and  directed. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  act,  entitled  "A  sup- 
plement to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  funding  and  redeeming 
the  bills  of  credit  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  for  pro- 
viding means  to  bring  the  present  war  to  an  happy  conclu- 
sion,' "  and  every  clause,  matter  and  thing  therein  contained 
shall  be  in  force,  and  (so  far  as  respects  the  levying,  collecting 
and  paying  the  said  tax)  shall  be  extended  and  applied  to  the 
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raising,  levying,  collecting  and  paying  the  additional  sum  and 
sums  of  money  hereby  directed  to  be  levied  and  paid  as  fully  as 
if  the  said  act  was  herein  inserted;  excepting  only  where  the 
same  is  hereby  altered,  amended  or  supplied. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  be 
it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  paper 
bills  of  credit  emitted  in  pursuance  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act 
for  striking  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  in  bills 
of  credit  for  the  present  support  of  the  army,  and  for  estab- 
lishing a  fund  for  the  certain  redemption  of  the  same,  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"1  passed  the  twenty-fifth 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  the 
bills  of  credit  emitted  in  pursuance  of  the  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress of  the  eighteenth  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty;  and  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  in  pursuance  of  the 
act  entitled  "An  act  for  emitting  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  in  bills  of  credit,  for  the  support  of  the  army,  and 
for  establishing  a  fund  for  the  redemption  thereof,  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned," 2  passed  the  seventh  day  of 
April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  ad  gold 
and  silver  at  their  legal  value,  shall  be  received  in  payment  of 
the  said  taxes,  and  no  other  money  whatever. 

(Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  all  un- 
necessary expenses  be  prevented  in  the  levying  and  collecting 
the  aforesaid  taxes;  therefore, 

[Section  V.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  taxes  hereby  directed  to  be  assessed,  levied  and  col- 
lected, and  the  taxes  to  be  assessed,  levied  and  collected,  by 
virtue  of  the  aforesaid  act  entitled  "A  supplement  to  an  act 
entitled  An  act  for  funding  and  redeeming  the  bills  of  credit 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  for  providing  means  to 
bring  the  present  war  to  an  happy  conclusion," 3  shall  be  as- 
sessed and  levied  on  the  returns  of  taxable  persons  and  prop- 
erty made  or  to  be  made  in  pursuance  of  the  directions  of  the 
act  for  raising  effective  supplies  for  the  year  one  thousand 

i  Passed  March  25,  1780,  Chapter  907. 

2  Passed  April  7,  1781,  Chapter  939. 

3  Ante. 
23— X 
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seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  passed  the  twenty-first  day  of 
June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  anything 
in  the  aforesaid  acts  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Passed  June  25,  1781.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  page  450,  etc. 
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Laws  enacted  in  the  Fourth  Sitting  of  the  Fifth  General 
Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  which  com- 
menced at  Philadelphia,  on  Tuesday,  the  fourth  day  of  Sep- 
tember, A.  D.  1781. 


CHAPTER  CMXLIX. 


AN  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  THE  GERMAN  SOCIETY  CONTRIBUTING  FOR 
THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESSED  GERMANS  IN  THE  STATE  OF  PENN- 
SYLVANIA. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  arrival  of  Germans  from 
Europe,  and  the  numerous  settlements  made  by  them  in  Penn- 
sylvania, have  greatly  contributed  to  the  present  wealth  and 
strength  of  this  state;  and  the  means  of  encouraging  these  for- 
eigners to  come  and  settle  among  us,  by  removing  or  lessening 
their  distresses  in  a  new  country,  have,  on  sundry  occasions,  de- 
servedly engaged  the  attention  of  the  former  government  of 
this  country: 

(Section  II.  P.  L.)  And  wheras  a  number  of  German  inhab- 
itants of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  its  neighborhood  by  their 
humble  petition  to  the  general  assembly  of  this  state,  have 
represented  and  shown,  that  some  time  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-four,  some  of  the  peti- 
tioners and  divers  other  persons,  all  Germans  by  birth  or  de- 
scending from  Germans  who  had  settled  in  this  state,  moved 
by  the  sufferings  of  their  countrymen  then  newly  arrived,  form- 
ed themselves  into  a  charitable  society,  under  the  name  of 
"The  German  Society  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  province  of  Penn- 
sylvania," and  by  voluntary  subscriptions  and  stated  contri- 
butions from  time  to  time  supplied  the  poor,  the  sick  and  other- 
wise distressed  Germans  brought  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
and  have  aided  and  assisted  such  passengers  as  for  want  of 
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acquaintance  with  the  language  and  laws  of  the  country  were 
in  danger  of  being  oppressed.  Also,  that  some  of  the  petition- 
ers aforesaid  have  purchased  two  contiguous  lots  in  the  said 
city  of  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  build  thereon  for  the  recep- 
tion and  accommodation  of  their  countrymen  when  need  shall 
be.  Also,  that  they  have  it  in  view  to  enlarge  upon  and  fur- 
ther to  extend  the  benefit  of  their  first  institution,  by  applying 
part  of  the  fund  of  money  in  their  hands,  and  which  hereafter 
they  may  raise,  for  and  towards  other  charitable  purposes, 
such  as  to  teach  and  improve  poor  children,  both  in  the  English 
and  German  languages,  reading  and  writing  thereof,  and  to 
procure  for  them  such  learning  and  education  as  will  best  suit 
their  genius  and  capacities,  and  enable  the  proper  objects  to 
receive  the  finishing  of  their  studies  in  the  university  estab- 
lished in  the  said  city  of  Philadelphia;  likewise  to  erect  a  li- 
brary and  to  do  any  other  matter  or  thing  which,  without  any 
prejudice  to  other  inhabitants  of  this  state,  in  charity  they 
might  do  for  the  relief  and  benefit  of  their  own  countrymen; 
wherefore,  they  have  humbly  prayed  that  they  might  be  in- 
corporated by  a  law  for  this  purpose: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and  it 
is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  Henry  Keppele,  presi- 
dent; Lewis  Weiss,  vice-president;  Lewis  Farmer  and  Henry 
Leighthouser,  secretaries;  Christopher  Ludwick,  Peter  Ozeas, 
Andrew  Burckhart,  John  Fritz,  Peter  Kraft  and  Melchior 
Steiner,  overseers;  Michael  Shubart,  treasurer;  Henry  Kam- 
merer,  solicitor;  and  William  Lehman,  deacon;  the  present  offi- 
cers of  the  said  German  Society,  elected  and  chosen  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  members  of  that  society,  on  the  twenty-sixth  day 
of  December  last  past,  and  their  successors  in  the  respective 
offices  and  all  persons  who  have  subscribed  and  hereafter  shall 
subscribe  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  said  society,  and  have 
continued,  and  shall  from  time  to  time  continue  to  contribute 
towards  the  aforesaid  charitable  purposes  of  the  said  society, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  made  and  constituted  a  corporation 
and  body  politic  in  law  and  in  fact  to  have  continuance  forever 
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by  the  name,  style  and  title  of  The  German  Society  contributing 
for  the  relief  of  distressed  Germans  in  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors,  by  the  name,  style  and  title  aforesaid,  shall  forever 
hereafter  be  persons  able  and  capable  in  law,  as  well  to  take, 
receive  and  hold  all  and  all  manner  of  lands,  tenements,  rents, 
annuities,  liberties,  franchises  and  other  hereditaments  which 
at  any  time  or  times  heretofore  have  been  granted,  bargained, 
sold,  enfeoffed,  released,  devised  or  otherwise  conveyed  to  the 
said  German  Society,  or  to  any  person  or  persons  for  their 
use  or  in  trust  for  them;  and  the  same  lands,  tenements,  rents, 
annuities,  liberties,  franchises  and  other  hereditaments  are 
hereby  vested  and  established  in  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  forever.  And  the  said  corporation  and  their  success- 
ors are  hereby  declared  to  be  seized  and  possessed  of  such  es- 
tate or  estates  therein  as  in  and  by  the  respective  grants,  bar- 
gains, sales,  enfeoffments,  releases,  devises  or  other  convey- 
ances thereof  is  or  are  declared,  limited  and  expressed;  as,  also, 
that  the  said  corporation  and  their  successors,  at  all  times  here- 
after, shall  be  capable  and  able  to  purchase,  have,  receive,  take, 
hold  and  enjoy  in  fee  simple,  or  of  any  other  lesser  estate  or 
estates,  any  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities,  liberties,  fran- 
chises or  other  hereditaments  by  the  gift,  grant,  bargain,  sale, 
alienation,  enfeoffment,  release,  confirmation  or  devise,  of  any 
person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  and  corporate,  capable  and 
able  to  make  the  same,  and,  further,  that  the  said  corporation 
and  their  successors  may  take  and  receive  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money  and  any  manner  and  portion  of  goods  and  chattels 
that  shall  be  given  and  bequeathed  to  them  by  any  person  or 
persons,  bodies  corporate  and  politic,  capable  to  make  a  gift 
or  bequest  thereof,  such  money,  goods  and  chattels  to  be  laid 
out  by  them  in  a  purchase  or  purchases  of  lands,  tenements, 
messuages,  houses,  rents,  annuites  or  other  hereditaments,  to 
them  and  their  successors  forever,  or  the  moneys  lent  on  in- 
terest or  otherwise  disposed  of  according  to  the  articles  and 
by-laws  of  the  said  society  and  the  intention  of  the  donors. 
[Section  III.]   (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
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by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  at  every  the  four  quarterly 
meetings  of  the  said  society.  That  is  to  say:  On  the  twenty- 
sixth  day  of  December,  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  on  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  June  and  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  Sep- 
tember in  every  year  or  when  either  of  those  days  shall  happen 
to  be  on  a  Sunday,  then  on  the  day  following,  each  and  every 
of  the  members  of  the  said  society,  may  propose  any  person  op 
persons  to  be  ballotted  for  as  a  member  of  the  said  society  or 
corporation,  and  such  person  or  persons,  so  proposed  and  bal- 
loted for,  upon  being  elected  by  two-thirds  in  number  of  the 
members  present,  by  ballot  as  aforesaid,  and  signing  the  arti- 
cles of  said  society,  and  paying  the  entrance  money,  shall,  from 
.thenceforth  become  a  member  of  the  said  corporation,  and 
whilst  he  shall,  from  time  to  time,  contribute  towards  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid,  shall  remain  a  member  of  the  said  corporation, 
and  not  otherwise,  making  nevertheless  proper  and  reasonable 
allowance  of  delay  for  his  residence  in  the  frontiers  of  this 
state,  or  his  being  engaged  in  the  land  or  sea  service  of  this  state, 
or  any  of  the  United  States,  or  a  prisoner  war,  or  beyond  sea 
on  a  fair  trade. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  be 
it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  members  of  the 
said  society  shall  not  at  any  time  hereafter  be  less  than  seventy- 
five  in  number  nor  more  than  three  hundred. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and 
their  successors,  or  the  majority  of  such  as  shall  be  convened 
at  any  of  the  four  quarterly  meetings  of  the  said  society,  shall 
be  authorized  and  empowered  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered,  to  make  rules,  by-laws  and  ordinances,  and  to 
do  everything  needful  for  the  good  government  and  support 
of  the  affairs  of  the  said  corporation.  Provided  always,  That 
the  said  by-laws,  rules  and  ordinances,  or  any  of  them,  be  not 
repugnant  to  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  and  that  all  their 
proceedings  be  fairly  and  regularly  entered  in  a  book  to  be 
kept  for  that  purpose,  which  book  and  all  papers  and  other 
documents  of  the  said  society  shall  at  all  times  be  liable  to 
the  inspection  of  the  president  and  vice-president  of  the  su- 
preme executive  council,  the  speaker  of  the  general  assembly 
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and  chief  justice  of  the  state  for  the  time  being,  and  that  at  the 
general  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  said  society  or  corpora- 
tion on  the  days  aforesaid,  they,  the  said  members,  or  a  ma- 
jority of  such  as  shall  be  present,  be  authorized  and  empowered 
to  elect  and  choose  by  ballot,  one  president,  one  vice-president, 
six  overseers,  a  treasurer,  two  secretaries,  one  solicitor  and  one 
deacon;  the  said  officers  to  be  inhabitants  of  the  said  city  of 
Thiladelphia,  and  to  remain  in  office  until  the  next  meeting 
of  the  said  corporation  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  December 
then  next  following;  and  in  case- of  death,  removal  or  refusal  to 
serve  of  any  one  or  more  of  the  officers  so  chosen,  his  or  their 
place  so  dying,  removing,  or  being  removed  or  refusing,  shall 
be  supplied  by  an  election  in  like  manner  at  the  next  quarterly 
meeting  and  the  person  or  persons  so  chosen  shall  remain  in  his 
said  office  by  virtue  of  the  said  election  until  the  next  December 
meeting  aforesaid. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  rents,  interest  and 
profits  arising  from  the  said  real  and  personal  estate  of  the 
said  corporation  shall,  by  the  officers  of  the  said  corporation 
and  their  successors,  chosen  and  appointed  in  such  manner 
and  form  as  hereinbefore  is  directed  and  required,  from  time 
to  time  be  applied  for  the  relief  and  support  of  the  poor,  dis- 
tressed Germans  arriving  in  this  state  from  parts  beyond 
sea,  for  the  erecting  or  supporting  schools  and  seminaries  of 
learning,  and  one  or  more  library  or  libraries  within  this  state, 
for  the  better  educating  and  instructing  the  children  and  youth 
of  the  Germans  and  descendants  of  Germans,  and  in  building, 
repairing  and  maintaining  school  houses,  and  other  houses  nec- 
essary for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  for  salaries  to  schoolmasters 
and  teachers  and  for  such  other  charitable  uses  as  are  conform- 
able to  the  true  design  and  intent  of  the  same  society. 

[Section  VII. ]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  be 
it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  the  disposal  and 
application  of  the  public  moneys  of  the  said  corporation,  the 
aforesaid  president,  vice-president,  overseers,  secretaries,  treas- 
urer, solicitor  and  deacon,  and  their  successors  in  office,  or  any 
seven  of  them,  the  said  officers,  may  make  orders  and  direc- 
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tions,  for  the  relief  of  poor  and  distressed  persons,  and  sup- 
porting scholars,  schoolmasters  and  others,  coming  under  their 
notice,  and  that  upon  emergent  occasions,  when  immediate 
relief  is  wanted,  an  order  signed  by  one  of  the  presidents,  and 
two  of  the  overseers,  directed  to  the  treasurer,  shall  be  a  suffi- 
cient authority  for  the  said  treasurer  to  discharge  and  pay  such 
order.  Provided  also,  That  neither  of  the  said  officers  shall  at 
any  time  during  the  execution  of  his  office,  or  afterwards,  be 
entitled  to  demand,  sue  for  or  recover  any  pay,  reward  or  com- 
mission for  his  service  in  any  of  the  said  offices  respectively. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  make,  have 
And  use  one  common  seal,  with  such  device  and  inscription  as 
they  shall  think  proper  and  the  same  to  break,  alter  and  renew 
at  their  pleasure. 

(Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and  their  success- 
ors, by  the  name,  style  and  title  aforesaid,  shall  be  able  and 
capable  in  law  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded  in 
any  court  or  courts,  before  any  judge  or  judges,  justice  or  jus- 
tices, in  all  and  all  manner  of  suits,  complaints,  pleas,  causes, 
matters  and  demands  of  whatever  kind,  nature  and  form  they 
may  be,  and  all  and  every  matter  or  thing  therein  to  do,  in  as 
full  and  effectual  a  manner  as  any  other  person  or  persons, 
bodies  politic  and  corporate  within  this  commonwealth  may 
or  can  do. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  be 
it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  clear 
yearly  value  or  income  of  the  messuages,  houses,  lands,  tene- 
ments, rents,  annuities  or  other  hereditaments,  and  real  estate 
-of  the  said  corporation  and  interest  of  money  lent,  shall  not 
exceed  the  sum  of  two  thousand  and  five  hundred  pounds, 
lawful  money  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  taken  and  esteemed  ex- 
delusive  of  the  moneys  arising  from  annual  or  other  stated  sub- 
scriptions or  payments,  which  said  moneys  shall  be  received  by 
the  treasurer  of  the  said  corporation,  and  disposed  of  by  him 
upon  the  order  of  the  other  officers,  or  a  majority  of  them,  in 
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the  manner  hereinbefore  described,  pursuant  to  a  vote  or  votes 
of  the  members  of  the  said  society,  appropriating  the  same  at 
one  of  their  quarterly  meetings. 

Passed  September  20,  1781.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  452,  etc. 


CHAPTER  CML. 


AN  ACT  TO  MAKE  MORE  EFFECTUAL  PROVISION  FOR  THE  DEFENSE 

OF  THIS  STATE. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  intelligence  received  of  the 
preparations  made  by  the  enemy  at  New  York  indicate  an  inva- 
sion of  the  state,  against  which  it  is  our  duty  to  make  every  pro- 
vision of  defense  which  the  circumstances  of  this  common- 
wealth admit,  and  that  the  executive  authority  of  the  state  be 
furnished  with  sufficient  powers  to  draw  forth  the  resources 
thereof  with  the  utmost  vigor  and  dispatch: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  president  (or  vice- 
president)  in  council  be  and  is  hereby  authorized  to  call  forth 
such  and  so  many  wagons  as  shall  appear  to  them  necessary  for 
the  transportation  of  the  necessary  baggage  and  stores  of  such 
troops,  either  continental  or  militia;  as  may  be  called  forth 
into  actual  service  on  this  emergency,  or  for  the  transportation 
of  the  records,  books  and  papers,  or  other  public  property, 
either  of  the  United  States  or  of  this  state. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  late  wagon-masters  of 
the  several  counties  in  this  state,  and  their  deputies  (or  such 
other  persons  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  supreme  executive 
council)  and  the  constables  be  empowered  and  are  hereby  re- 
quired to  do  the  several  duties  in  the  premises  which  were  en- 
joined by  the  former  wagon  laws  of  this  state,  and  that  the 
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owners  of  all  such  wagons  be  entitled  to  receive  the  sum  of 
twenty-five  shillings  specie  per  diem  for  a  wagon  and  four 
horses  with  suitable  gears,  and  the  sum  of  fifteen  shillings 
specie  per  diem  for  a  wagon  and  two  horses  with  gears  as 
aforesaid,  they,  the  said  owners,  finding  the  driver  and  necessary 
forage  for  their  respective  teams. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  case  a  sufficient  number  of 
wagons  cannot  be  procured  in  the  manner  above  mentioned,  the 
president  or  vice-president  in  council  be  and  hereby  is  author- 
ized and  empowered  to  direct  his  warrant,  under  his  hand  and 
seal,  to  such  persons  in  the  city  or  any  county  in  this  state  as 
shall  be  deemed  proper,  authorizing  such  persons  to  seize  and 
impress  any  wagons,  horses  and  gears,  boats,  sloops  or  shallops 
for  the  transportation  of  the  several  articles  above  mentioned, 
and  in  the  meantime  to  detain  all  wagons,  horses,  boats  or  other 
vessels  which  any  persons  may  endeavor  to  remove. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  president  or  vice-president 
in  council  be  and  hereby  is  in  like  manner  authorized  and 
empowered  to  seize  and  impress  arms,  ammuniton  and  military 
stores  and  provisions  and  forage  of  all  kinds  whatsoever,  be- 
longing to  any  private  person  or  companies,  and  apply  them, 
if  need  be,  to  the  public  use,  such  seizure  to  be  certified  and 
the  value  thereof  [ascertained]  as  nearly  as  possible  in  specie. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
6y  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  president  or  vice-presi- 
dent in  council  be  in  like  manner  authorized  and  empowered 
to#  billet  and  quarter  such  troops  as  may  be  called  together  for 
the  special  defense  of  the  state,  in  this  emergency,  upon  any 
public  houses,  or  in  case  of  their  insufficiency  upon  private 
houses,  having  due  respect  to  the  number  and  convenience  of 
families. 

(Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  the  usual  mode  of  calling 
out  the  militia  by  classes  may  be  attended  with  fatal  delay  to 
the  interests  and  property  of  the  good  people  of  this  state: 

[Section  VI. ]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  fur- 
ther enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  president  or 
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vice-president  in  council  be  and  is  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  (if  the  designs  of  the  enemy  shall,  in  their  judgment, 
make  it  necessary)  to  call  forth  the  whole  of  the  militia  without 
any  respect  to  classes,  and  in  that  case  every  person  now  serv- 
ing on  a  tour  of  militia  duty  shall  repair  to  [and]  join  his  own 
proper  battalion,  orders  being  first  received  therefor,  and  shall 
be  allowed  for  the  service  already  done. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  called 
forth  by  the  president  or  vice-president  in  council  in  manner 
aforesaid,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  perform  a  tour  of  militia 
duty,  the  person  or  persons  so  neglecting  or  refusing  shall  be 
subject  to  the  same  fines  and  penalties  as  in  other  cases  when 
called  forth  in  classes,  by  virtue  of  the  law  for  regulating  the 
militia  of  this  state,  anything  in  the  said  law  to  the  contrary 
thereof  notwithstanding. 

[Section  VIII. ]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  president  or  vice-president 
in  council  be  authorized  to  draw  upon  the  treasury  for  such 
money  as  may  be  necessary  in  the  present  emergency  for  re- 
pairing and  procuring  arms  and  ammunition  and  for  other  con- 
tingent expenses  attending  the  present  service. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  president  or  vice-presi- 
dent in  council  be  authorized  and  empowered,  when  occasion 
shall  require,  to  impress  by  warrant,  under  hand  and  seal, 
such  and  so  many  horses  and  wagons,  with  suitable  gears,  as 
he  may  judge  necessary  for  the  removal  of  the  families  and 
property  of  those  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and 
the  Northern  Liberties  and  the  district  of  Southwark,  who  may 
be  in  actual  service  against  the  enemy,  and  of  such  other  citi- 
zens and  persons  who,  in  his  opinion,  may  be  entitled  to  and 
require  the  same,  the  hire  of  all  such  wagons  and  horses  to  be 
paid  by  the  persons  making  use  thereof:  Provided  neverthe- 
less, That  if  any  horses  or  wagons'shall  be  impressed  by  virtue 
hereof  and  no  use  made  thereof  by  the  citizens  [or  persons]  for 
whom  they  may  be  impressed,  the  expense  thereof  shall  be  paid 
by  the  state  treasurer,  upon  the  order  of  the  president  or  vice- 
president  in  council. 
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[Section  X.]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  this  act  shall  be  and  remain  in 
force  until  ten  days  after  the  meeting  of  the  next  general  as- 
sembly of  this  commonwealth,  and  no  longer. 

Passed  September  28, 1781.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  45S,  etc 


CHAPTER  CMLL 


AN  ACT  TO  ALTER  AND  SUPPLY  AN  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR 
RECRUITING  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  LINE  IN  THE  ARMY  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES."  1 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  a  number  of  the  classes  have  not 
procured  recruits  according  to  the  directions  of  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  for  recruiting  the  Pennsylvania  line  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States,''  *  which  this  act  is  intended  to  alter  and 
supply,  passed  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-one: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  money  be  procured  from  the  delinquent  classes  and  that 
the  recruiting  of  the  said  line  be  carried  on  to  effect  in  the 
most  expeditious  manner: 

Therefore: 

[Section  L]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  commissioners  of 
the  several  counties  within  this  state  proceed,  without  delay, 
to  levy  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  specie  on  each  of  the  delin- 
quent classes  within  the  city  and  the  several  counties,  and  cause 
the  same  to  be  collected  and  paid  into  the  treasury  of  each 
county  in  the  manner  and  under  the  pains  and  penalties  di- 
rected in  and  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  raise  effective  sup- 
plies for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one." 2 

i  Passed  June  25, 1781,  Chapter  946. 
2  Passed  June  21, 1781,  Chapter  944. 
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[Section  II.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  moneys  brought  into  the 
treasury  of  each  county  in  pursuance  of  this  act  shall  be  paid 
into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the  state  by  the  treasurers 
of  the  several  counties  and  remain  there,  subject  to  the  orders 
of  the  supreme  executive  council  of  this  state,  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  recruiting  the  Pennsylvania  line  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  recruits  who  may  or  shall 
be  enlisted  in  pursuance  of  this  act  shall  be  enlisted  for  a  term 
not  less  than  eighteen  months  from  the  date  of  their  respective 
enlistments. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  supreme  executive  council 
of  this  state  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  and  empowered  to 
take  such  measures  as  to  them  may  seem  most  expedient  and 
effectual  for  enlisting  the  recruits  necessary  to  complete  the 
line  of  this  state  as  directed  by  this  act  and  the  act  which  this 
act  is  intended  to  alter  and  supply. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for 
recruiting  the  Pennsylvania  line  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States,"  passed  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  and  which  this  act  is  intended 
to  alter  and  supply,  and  every  clause,  matter  and  thing  con- 
tained therein,  except  what  is  herein  altered  or  supplied  shall 
be  and  continue  in  force  and  effect. 

(Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  some  method  be  speedily  taken  more  effectually  to  prevent 
desertion,  Therefore, 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  any  person  who  shall,  according  to 
an  act  to  discourage  desertion,  passed  the  twentieth  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  appre- 
hend and  deliver  to  the  sheriff. or  jailor  of  the  county  a  deserter 
from  the  line  of  this  state,  shall  be  exempted  from  his  two  next 
succeeding  tours  of  militia  duty,  on  producing  the  certificate 
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of  the  sheriff  or  jailor  of  the  county  of  his  having  delivered 
such  deserter  into  his  custody,  to  the  lieutenant  of  the  county, 
or  such  other  officer  or  officers,  whose  duty  it  may  be  to  super- 
intend the  appeals  held  on  the  calls  of  the  militia  when  it 
would  have  been  otherwise  the  turn  of  such  person  to  have 
served. 

Passed  September  29,  1781. 


CHAPTER  CMLII. 


AN  ACT  TO  VEST  THE  TITLE  OP  A  MESSUAGE  AND  LOT  OF  GROUND 
IN  THE  TOWN  OP  LISBURN  IN  JOHN  RANKIN,  ESQUIRE. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  John  Rankin,  esquire,  of  York 
county,  hath  presented  a  petition  to  this  house,  setting  forth 
that  a  house  and  lot,  in  the  town  of  Lisburn,  in  the  county  of 
Cumberland,  was  heretofore  taken  in  execution  as  the  estate 
of  a  certain  Richard  Carson,  and  in  due  form  of  law  struck 
off  and  sold  to  James  Rankin,  and  the  consideration  money  by 
him  paid  to  the  sheriff;  that  the  said  Richard  Carson  held  the 
possession  of  the  said  messuage  and  lot  of  ground,  with  the 
consent  of  the  said  James  Rankin  and  afterwards  paid  and 
satisfied  him  for  the  money  by  him  advanced  to  the  sheriff; 
that  the  petitioner,  with  the  knowledge  and  at  the  request  of 
the  said  James  Rankin,  contracted  verbally  with  the  said 
Richard  Carson  for  the  premises,  and  afterwards  paid  him  the 
full  price  agreed  upon  and  obtained  possession  of  the  said 
premises.  That  soon  after  the  petitioner,  together  with  said 
James  Rankin,  went  to  Carlisle  and  employed  a  conveyancer 
to  procure  a  sheriff's  deed  for  the  premises  to  the  said  John 
Rankin.  That  afterwards  the  said  James  Rankin  joined  the 
enemy  at  Philadelphia,  and  was  thereupon  attainted  of  high 
treason,  previous  to  which  the  conveyancer  aforesaid,  had  pro- 
cured a  sheriff's  deed  for  the  premises  in  the  name  of  James 
Rankin,  duly  acknowledged  in  court  and  recorded,  and  there- 
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upon  prayed  the  house  would  permit  him  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  vest  the  title  of  the  premises  in  the  petitioner: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  lot  of  ground 
aforesaid,  with  the  buildings  and  appurtenances,  situate,  lying 
and  being  in  the  town  of  Lisburn,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland, 
containing,  in  front,  on  a  street  in  the  general  plan  of  the  said 
town,  called  Main  street,  one  hundred  and  thirteen  feet,  and  in 
depth  on  the  westward  side,  three  hundred  and  seventy-five 
feet  to  Yellow  Breeches  creek,  and  in  depth  on  the  eastward 
side  two  hundred  and  forty  feet,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
vested  in  the  said  John  Rankin,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  to  be 
held  by  him,  the  said  John  Rankin,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever, 
subject  to  the  same  rents  and  conditions  that  the  said  Richard 
Carson  formerly  held  the  same,  any  law,  custom  or  usage  to  the 
contrary  thereof  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

Passed  September  29,  1781.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  458,  etc. 


CHAPTER  CMLIII. 


AN   ACT   TO   GIVE   RELIEF  TO  CERTAIN   PERSONS   TAKING  REFUGE 
IN  THIS  STATE  WITH  RESPECT  TO  THEIR  SLAVES. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  many  virtuous  citizens  of  America 
and  inhabitants  of  states  that  have  been  invaded  are  obliged, 
by  the  power  of  the  enemy,  to  take  refuge  in  this  state: 

And  whereas,  it  is  just  and  necessary  that  the  property  of 
such  persons  should  be  protected: 

[Section  L]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and  it  is  hereby  enacted 
by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same,  That  all  and  every  person  and  persons,  under  the 
above  description,  now  residing  in  this  state,  or  who  hereafter 
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may  be  in  like  circumstances,  shall  retain,  possess  and  hold 
their  slaves,  anything  in  the  act  for  the  gradual  abolition  of 
slavery  passed  the  first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  the  owner  or 
owners  of  such  slaves,  his  or  their  lawful  attorney,  shall,  in  six 
months  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  or  in  six  months  after  their 
arrival  in  this  state,  as  the  case  may  be,  register  said  slaves  in 
manner  and  form  directed  in  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  above 
mentioned  for  the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery.  And  be  it  fur- 
ther provided,  That  such  slaves  shall  not  be"  aliened  or  sold 
to  any  inhabitant  nor  retained  in  this  state  as  slaves  longer 
than  six  months  after  the  conclusion  of  the  present  war  with 
Great  Britain. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  also  provided  and 
declared,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  deemed,  con- 
strued or  taken  to  enslave  any  person  or  persons  who  have 
been  emancipated  or  freed  under  or  by  virtue  of  the  act  afore- 
said. 

Passed  October  1,  1781.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  469,  etc. 


CHAPTER  CMLIV. 


AN  ACT  TO  DISSOLVE  THE  MARRIAGE  OP  JACOB  BILLMEYER  WITH 
HIS  WIFE  MARY  BILiLMEYER  LATE  MARY  EICHELBERGER. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  Jacob  Billmeyer,  of  the  town  of 
York,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  conveyancer,  hath  presented 
a  petition  to  this  house,  setting  forth  that  his  wife  Mary,  about 
eight  years  since,  eloped  from  his  bed  and  board,  without  any 
reasonable  cause  ,and  ever  since  continued  to  absent  herself 
from  his  bed  and  board;  and  that  in  the  month  of  February, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-eight, she,  the  said  Mary,  became  acquainted  with  a  cer- 
tain William  Cole,  with  whom  she  intermarried  and  cohabited, 
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and  afterwards  eloped  out  of  this  state,  and  hath  borne  a  child 
or  children  to  the  said  William  Cole;  and  praying  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  the  dissolution  of  said  marriage  after  due 
notice  given: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  appears  to  this  house 
that  the  facts  alleged  in  the  said  petition  are  true: 

And  whereas,  this  house  did,  by  their  resolve  of  the  tenth 
day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-one,  give  permission  to  the  said  Jacob  Bill- 
meyer  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  divorce  him  from  his  said  wife  Mary, 
agreeable  to  the  prayer  of  his  said  petition,  he,  the  said  Jacob 
Billmeyer,  giving  previous  notice  of  his  design  and  this  per- 
mission, at  least  two  months  in  the  public  newspaper  printed 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  entitled  "The  Pennsylvania  Gazette 
and  Weekly  Advertiser:2 

And  whereas,  it  hath  been  sufficiently  proved  to  this  house 
that  the  said  notice  hath  been  given: 

Therefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  marriage  of  the  said  Jacob 
Billmeyer  with  the  said  Mary  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  de- 
clared to  be  dissolved  and  annulled  to  all  intents,  constructions 
and  purposes  whatsoever.  And  the  said  Jacob  Billmeyer  and 
the  said  Mary  shall  be,  and  they  are,  hereby  henceforth,  re- 
spectively declared  to  be  separated,  set  free  and  totally  dis- 
charged from  their  matrimonial  contract  and  from  all  duties 
and  obligations  to  each  other  as  husband  and  wife,  as  fully, 
effectually  and  absolutely,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if 
they  had  never  been  joined  in  matrimony  or  by  any  other  con- 
tract whatsoever,  any  law,  usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary 
thereof  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

Passed  October  1, 1781.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  460,  etc. 


24— X 


370  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  [1781 


CHAPTER  CMLV. 


A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  AMEND  THE 
ACT  ENTITLED  'AN  ACT  FOR  THE  MORE  EFFECTUAL  SUPPLY  AND 
HONORABLE  REWARD  OF  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  TROOPS,  IN  THE 
SERVICE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA,'"  AND  THE  ACT 
ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  SETTLE  AND  ADJUST  THE  ACCOUNTS  OF 
THE  TROOPS  OF  THIS  STATE,  IN  THE  SERVICE  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES,  AND  FOR  OTHER  PURPOSES  THEREIN  MENTIONED."  1 

(Section  1, 1\  L.)  Whereas  the  United  States,  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, by  their  act  of  the  thirteenth  day  of  June,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  re- 
solved and  recommended  to  the  several  states  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing. That  is  to  say:  "That  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended 
to  the  several  states  to  which  the  officers  of  the  hospital  and 
medical  department  now  in  service,  respectively,  belong,  or 
of  which  they  are  or  were  inhabitants,  to  settle  the  accounts  of 
the  said  officers  for  depreciation,  on  the  principles  established 
by  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  tenth  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  to  make  provision 
for  paying  the  balances  that  may  be  found  due  in  the  same 
manner  with  other  officers  of  the  line:" 
Therefore,  in  compliance  with  the  act  of  Congress  aforesaid: 
[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  officers  of  the  hospital  and 
medical  department  now  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  who  are  citizens  of  this  state,  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby 
entitled  to  all  the  emoluments  and  benefits,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  which  the  military  commissioned  officers,  chaplains 
and  regimental  surgeons  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  are  entitled 
to  under  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  settle  and  adjust  the  ac- 
counts of  the  troops  of  this  state,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned," 2  passed  the 
eighteenth  day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 

i  Passed  April  10,  1781,  Chapter  941.         ~~  ~™ 

2  Passed  December  18, 1780;  Chapter  920. 
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eighty,  and  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  more  effectual  supply  and  honorable  re- 
ward of  the  Pennsylvania  troops,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  of  America," *  passed  the  tenth  day  of  April,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  and  shall  be  entitled  to 
half  pay  during  life,  they,  the  said  officers  of  the  hospital  and 
medical  department,  now  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  who  are  or  were  inhabitants  of  this  state,  continuing  in 
service  during  the  present  war  with  Great  Britain. 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  every  such  officer 
of  the  hospital  and  medical  department  shall  be  liable  to  be 
called  into  actual  service  by  the  supreme  executive  council 
of  this  state,  at  any  time  thereafter,  and  if  any  of  the  aforesaid 
officers  on  half  pay  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  go  and  continue 
in  said  service,  when  called  to  it  as  aforesaid,  such  half  pay 
shall,  from  the  time  of  such  neglect  or  refusal,  cease  and  de- 
termine, anything  to  the  contrary  in  any  law  of  this  state  not- 
withstanding. 

(Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  may  be  difficult  for  the 
auditors  appointed,  or  to  be  appointed,  by  the  supreme  execu- 
tive council  to  ascertain  the  rights  of  the  officers  of  the  hospital 
and  medical  department  who  shall  claim  the  benefits  and 
emoluments  granted  by  this  act: 

Therefore: 

[Section  II.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
the  supreme  executive  council  of  this  state  shall  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  hear  and  determine  upon 
the  respective  claims  of  every  person  who  may  apply  for  the 
benefits  and  emoluments  granted  by  this  act,  and  to  dismiss 
every  such  claim  or  issue  an  order  (as  the  case  may  require), 
directing  the  auditors  to  settle  and  adjust  the  account  or  ac- 
counts of  the  said  officer  or  officers  without  delay;  and  there- 
upon, and  not  otherwise,  the  said  auditors  shall  proceed  in  the 
same  manner  as  is  directed  respecting  the  military  commis- 
sioned officers,  chaplains,  and  regimental  surgeons  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania line  by  the  acts  to  which  this  is  a  supplement. 

(Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  some  doubts  have  arisen 


lAnte. 
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whether  officers  and  soldiers  who  have  fallen  in  battle,  or  were 
taken  by  the  enemy  and  were  exchanged,  or  died  in  captivity 
before  the  passing  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  settle  and  ad- 
just the  accounts  of  the  troops  of  this  state  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned," 1 
or  their  widows  and  children  were  entitled  to  the  benefits  of 
the  said  act. 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  III.]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  all  officers  and  privates  of  this  state,  whether  of 
the  state  regiments,  flying  camp  or  militia,  made  prisoners  in 
the  actual  service  of  this  or  any  of  the  United  States,  whenso- 
ever exchanged,  or  their  legal  representatives  shall  be  and 
hereby  are  entitled  to  receive  the  full  depreciation  of  their  pay 
to  the  time  of  such  exchange.  And  the  auditors  appointed,  or 
who  hereafter  may  be  appointed,by  the  supreme  executive 
council  to  settle  the  depreciation  accounts  are  hereby  author- 
ized and  required  to  proceed  and  settle  their  accounts  in  the 
manner  directed  for  the  adjusting  and  settling  the  accounts 
of  the  troops  of  this  state  now  in  service. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  widows  and  children 
of  the  officers  of  the  said  regiments,  known  by  the  name  of  the 
state  regiments  of  this  state  or  of  the  flying  camp  of  this  state, 
who  have  fallen  in  battle  or  died  in  captivity,  shall  be  and  are 
hereby  entitled  to  receive  the  half  pay  of  such  officers  from  and 
since  the  time  of  their  death,  for  and  during  the  time,  in  the 
manner  and  under  the  restrictions  mentioned  in  the  fourth,  fifth, 
seventeenth  and  eighteenth  sections  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  more  effectual  supply  and  honorable  reward  of  the 
Pennsylvania  troops  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  of 
America,"  z  passed  the  first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty,  and  all  arrearages  of  pay  due  to  said 
officers  and  depreciation  on  their  pay  accounts  to  be  adjusted 
and  settled  as  directed  in  the  foregoing  clause. 

Passed  October  1, 1781.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  460,  etc.    See  the 
Act  of  Assembly  passed  March  27,  1790,  Chapter  1493. 


i  Ante. 

a  Passed  March  1, 1780,  Chapter  880. 
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CHAPTER  CMLVI. 


AN  ACT  l  FOR  THE  DEFENSE  OF  THE  FRONTIERS  OF  THIS  STATE  AND 
FOR  OTHER  PURPOSES  THEREIN  MENTIONED. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  the  repeated  incursions  and  dep- 
redations of  the  savage  allies  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  in 
conjunction  with  his  forces,  have  been  carried  on  for  some  years 
past  on  the  frontiers  of  this  state,  to  the  great  injury  of  that 
part  of  Northampton  county  which  lies  beyond  the  mountains, 
and  also  the  counties  of  Bedford,  Northumberland,  Westmore- 
land and  Washington,  and  the  district  or  township  of  Armagh, 
in  Cumberland  county: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  L]  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the 
Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  That  one  company  in  addition  to  the  four  companies 
already  ordered  to  be  raised  by  a  resolve  of  the  house  of  as- 
sembly of  the  twenty-third  day  of  December,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty,  be  immediately  raised,  completed 
and  equipped,  to  serve  during  the  present  war,  or  until  dis- 
charged, each  company  to  consist  of  one  captain,  one  lieuten- 
ant, one  ensign,  four  sergeants,  four  corporals,  one  drummer, 
one  fifer  and  sixty  privates,  which  five  companies  are  to  be 
completed,  paid,  clothed,  victualed  and  otherwise  provided  for 
and  rewarded  with  lands  at  the  end  of  the  war  as  the  other 
troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  and  belonging  to  this 
state  are  and  shall  be  under  the  direction  of  the  supreme  execu- 
tive council  of  this  state  for  the  time  being,  for  the  defense  of 
the  said  frontiers. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  supreme  executive  council 
shall  appoint  and  commission  the  additional  officers  of  said 

i  The  original  roll  of  this  act  is  missing;  and  therefore  it  has  been 
*  compared  with  the  copy  in  the  Act  Books. 
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corps,  to  be  taken  from  those  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  who  are 
now,  or  hereafter  may  be  on  half  pay;  and  shall  pay  to  the 
officers,  or  any  other  person  enlisting  any  able-bodied  recruit, 
the  sum  of  thirty  shillings  aa  soon  as  he  shall  be  attested  and 
have  passed  muster;  and  shall,  over  and  above  the  clothing, 
rations  and  other  emoluments  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
clause  to  be  given  to  each  soldier,  as  therein  directed,  pay  the 
sum  of  six  pounds  bounty  to  each  recruit,  one-third  part  thereof 
at  the  time  of  enlistment,  and  the  remaining  two-thirds  when 
they  shall  severally  pass  muster  as  aforesaid. 

(Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  such  incursions  and  depre- 
dations of  the  enemy  are  often  so  sudden  and  violent  as  to 
require  the  immediate  exertion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
counties  and  frontiers,  in  order  to  put  a  stop  to  the  enemy's 
penetrating  into  the  said  counties  and  district,  and  also  to 
pursue,  overtake,  waylay  and  discover  and  otherwise  annoy 
them  in  their  retreat: 

[Section  III.]  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  as  often  as  such  incursions  and  depredations 
shall  happen  to  be  made,  or  as  often  as  there  shall  be  sufficient 
reason  to  apprehend  such  shall  be  the  design  of  the  enemy,  that 
then  and  in  such  case,  and  in  such  case  only,  such  of  the  inhabit- 
ants as  will  from  time  to  time  go  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  in 
order  to  overtake  and  waylay  them,  or  to  discover  their  tracks 
and  approaches,  shall  be  entitled  to  militia  pay  and  rations 
of  provisions  while  it  shall  appear  they  were  necessarily  em- 
ployed in  such  service.  Provided  always,  That  before  such 
pay  is  ordered  to  be  made,  the  lieutenant  of  the  respective 
county,  on  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  one  or  more  of  the  party 
so  serving,  shall  certify  the  time  and  nature  of  the  service 
in  which  he  or  they  have  been  so  employed  and  the  necessity 
of  a  party  or  parties  going  on  such  service.  And  the  supreme 
executive  council  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  draw 
on  the  treasury  of  this  state  from  time  to  time  for  such  sum  or 
sums  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  forces  raised,  or  to  be 
raised,  under  and  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  subject  to  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1781]  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  375 

bound  by  the  same  rules  and  regulations  as  the  federal  army 
of  the  United  States. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  supreme  executive  council 
be  empowered,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered,  to  order  the 
whole  or  part  of  the  said  troops  on  any  expedition  which  they 
may  deem  necessary  against  the  savages  or  other  enemies  bord- 
ering on  the  frontiers  of  this  state. 

(Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  by  such  incursions  and  dep- 
redations, a  great  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  frontiers 
have  been  driven  from  their  habitations  and  otherwise  much  dis- 
tressed and  thereby  rendered  unable  to  pay  the  public  dues: 

[Section  VI. ]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  commis- 
sioners  of  the  said  counties,  respectively,  or  any  two  of  them, 
and  they  are  hereby  enjoined  and  required,  in  all  cases  wherein 
the  inhabitants  have  been  obliged  by  the  enemy  to  abandon 
their  habitations,  so  that  no  proper  return  can  be  obtained 
of  their  property  as  pointed  out  by  law,  to  obtain  such  [account] 
by  the  books  or  rolls  of  the  last  valuation  of  property,  or  by 
such  other  ways  and  means  as  to  them  shall  seem  just  and 
satisfactory,  and,shall  thereupon  proceed  to  value  and  levy  the 
same,  in  just  proportion  to  the  other  parts  of  the  counties,  re- 
spectively, as  nearly  as  may  be. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  commission- 
ers, or  %  any  two  of  them,  are  hereby  authorized  and  required 
to  exonerate  and  discharge  such  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  as 
shall  make  sufficient  proofs  or  for  and  in  behalf  of  whom  satis- 
factory evidence  shall  appear  to  the  said  commissioners,  re- 
spectively, of  their  having  been  driven  off  and  dispossessed  of 
their  settlements  or  otherwise  distressed  by  means  of  the 
enemy,  from  the  payment  of  all  or  such  part  as  to  them  shall 
seem  just  and  reasonable,  as  well  of  the  taxes  already  laid  and 
assessed  on  the  said  inhabitants,  since  the  first  day  of  Sep- 
tember, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  as  the  taxes 
which  may  be  laid  as  aforesaid  during  the  continuance  of  the 
present  distressed  state  of  the  counties  aforesaid. 
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(Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  a  considerable  number  of  the 
said  inhabitants  have,  with  great  courage  and  fortitude,  stood 
their  ground,  on  the  verge  of  the  frontiers,  at  the  hazard  of 
their  lives,  and  thereby  formed  in  some  measure  a  barrier  to  the 
flying  inhabitants  and  eventually  prevented  the  enemy  from 
penetrating  into  the  interior  parts  of  the  state: 

[Section  VIII. ]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  for  the  greater  encouragement  of  such  as  have 
stood,  and  will  hereafter  so  stay  on  their  plantations,  at  the 
verge  of  the  frontiers,  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives,  that  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  commissioners,  in  like  manner 
as  aforesaid,  to  exonerate  and  discharge  from  the  payment  of 
taxes,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  as  shall  seem  to  them  just  and 
reasonable,  all  such  as  have  so  stood  and  will  hereafter  in  like 
manner  stand  in  defense  of  the  frontiers. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 

by  the  authority  aforesaid,    That  the  said  commissioners,  or 

any  two  of  them,  shall  transmit  without  delay  to  the  general 

assembly  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  persons  so  exonerated, 

stating  the  amount  of  the  sum  or  sums  so  remitted,  that  the 

deficiencies  which  may  arise  in  raising  the  quotas  of  the  said 

counties  may  be  made  good  and  provided  for  in  levying  and 

raising  the  other  taxes  of  the  state. 

Passed   December  22,  1781.    See  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed 
January  27,  1797,  Chapter  1913. 


CHAPTER  CMLVIL 


AN  ACT  FOR  THE  SUPPORT  OF  GOVERNMENT,  AND  THE  ADMINISTRA- 
TION OF  JUSTICE. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  those  who  dedicate  their  time 
and  abilities  to  the  service  of  the  public  ought  to  receive  a 
reasonable  compensation: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Eepresentatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
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the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  following  annual 
salaries  shall  be  allowed  to  the  several  officers  of  the  state,  here- 
inafter mentioned,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-second  day  of 
June  last  past,  and  to  continue  for  the  space  of  one  year,  and 
until  the  same  shall  be  afterwards  altered  by  the  legislature; 
to  be  paid  to  them  severally  on  their  receipts,  or  on  their  drafts, 
quarterly,  on  the  treasurer  of  the  state.     That  is  to  say: 

To  the  president  of  the  supreme  executive  council  or  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  forces  of  this  state,  for  the  time  being, 
the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 

The  vice-president,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds. 

The  chief  justice,  the  sum  of  nine  hundred  pounds. 

The  second  justice  of  the  supreme  court,  the  sum  of  four  hun- 
dred pounds. 

The  third  and  fourth  justices  of  the  supreme  court,  the  sum 
of  three  hundred  pounds  each. 

The  attorney-general,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds. 

The  secretary  of  the  supreme  executive  council,  being  register 
of  forfeited  estates,  including  the  expense  of  clerks,  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  pounds.  Provided  always,  That  all  fees  apper- 
taining to  the  office  of  said  secretary  of  the  supreme  executive 
council  shall  be  paid  quarterly  by  the  secretary  into  the  hands 
of  the  state  treasurer  for  the  use  of  the  state. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  following  wages  shall  be 
allowed  to  and  paid  to  the  persons  hereinafter  mentioned,  to 
wit: 

To  the  delegates  or  deputies  of  this  commonwealth  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  of  America,  for  every  day's  attend- 
ance in  the  public  service,  each  the  sum  of  one  pound  ten  shil- 
lings. 

The  members  of  the  supreme  executive  council,  other  than  the 
president  and  vice-president  for  every  day's  attendance,  each 
the  sum  of  seventeen  shillings  and  six  pence. 

The  speaker  of  the  house  of  assembly,  for  each  day's  attend- 
ance, the  sum  of  one  pound  two  shillings  and  six  pence. 
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The  other  members  of  the  house  of  assembly,  for  every  day's 
attendance,  each  the  sum  of  fifteen  shillings. 

The  clerks  of  the  house  of  assembly,  for  every  day's  at- 
tendance, the  sum  of  one  pound. 

The  sergeant-at-arms,  for  every  day's  attendance,  the  sum 
of  ten  shillings. 

The  door-keeper  of  the  council  and  the  door-keeper  of  the 
house  of  assembly,  each  the  sum  of  ten  shillings  for  every 
day's  attendance. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  delegate  in  Congress 
and  member  of  council  shall  be  further  allowed,  towards  his 
traveling  charges,  after  the  rate  of  six  pence  per  mile,  once 
in  every  three  months,  in  coming  in  and  going  from  the  places 
where  the  Congress  and  council  shall  respectively  sit,  provided 
he  shall  so  often  actually  visit  his  family;  and  that  every 
member  of  assembly  shall  be  further  allowed,  towards  his 
traveling  charges,  after  the  same  rate,  once  in  each  sitting 
of  ,the  house;  which  said  wages  and  traveling  expenses  shall 
be  paid  by  the  treasurer  of  this  state  to  the  delegates  represent- 
ing this  state  in  Congress,  and  to  the  members  of  the  council 
and  their  door-keeper,  on  the  drafts  of  the  president  or  vice- 
president  in  council;  and  to  the  speaker  and  other  members  of 
assembly,  to  the  clerk  of  the  assembly,  sergeant-at-arms  and 
door-keeper,  on  the  drafts  of  the  speaker  of  the  house,  signed  in 
assembly. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  so  much  of  any  act  of  assem- 
bly heretofore  made  as  declares  what  salaries  shall  be  paid  to 
the  several  officers  of  government  and  what  wages  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  the  speaker  and  other  members  of  assembly,  to  the 
delegates  representing  this  state  in  Congress,  to  the  members 
of  council  and  others  herein  specially  mentioned  shall  be  and 
is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  December  27,  1781.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  264.  See  the 
Acts  of  Assembly  passed  February  25,  1783,  Chapter  1005.  The  Act 
in  the  text  was  repealed  by  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  March  25, 1785, 
Chapter  1142;  September  17,  1785,  Chapter  1185. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1781]  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  379 


CHAPTER  CMLVIIL 


A  SUPPLEMENT  l  TO  THE  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  THE 
EXPORTATION  OP  BREAD  AND  FLOUR  NOT  MERCHANTABLE,  AND 
FOR  REPEALING,  AT  A  CERTAIN  TIME,  ALL  THE  LAWS  HERETO- 
FORE MADE  FOR  THAT  PURPOSE.  1 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  it  has  been  found,  by  experience, 
that  sundry  amendments  and  alterations  are  necessary  in  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  bread  and 
flour  not  merchantable,  and  for  repealing,  at  a  certain  time,  all 
the  laws  heretofore  made  for  that  purpose." 2 

[Section  I.  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and  it 
is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  <same,  That  when  any  flour  shall  be 
offered  for  sale  which  shall,  on  trial  (agreeable  to  the  form  men- 
tioned and  directed  in  the  aforesaid  act),  be  found  packed  in 
casks  made  of  unseasoned  materials,  every  person  so  offering 
the  same  for  sale  shall  be  adjudged  to  pay  into  the  hands  of 
the  inspector,  for  each  and  every  such  cask  so  found,  the  sum 
of  two  shillings;  and  the  owner  of  such  flour  shall  have  his 
remedy  against  the  miller  or  cooper  who  has  furnished  the  cask, 
for  the  damages  which  he  may  sustain. 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  penalty  of  five  shillings 
per  day  on  bolters,  millers  and  bakers,  for  not  entering  their  re- 
spective brands  with  the  clerk  of  the  quarter  sessions  in  the 
counties  where  they  reside,  is  considered  as  exorbitant  and 
severe: 

[Section  II. ]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  the  said  penalty  shall  be  thirty  shillings  for  every 
such  neglect,  to  be  recovered  as  a  debt  under  forty  shillings, 
by  any  person  that  will  sue  for  the  same,  on  proof  made  that 
the  said  bolter,  miller  or  baker  has  exercised  his  [said]  employ- 

i  The  original  roll  of  this  act  is  missing;  and  therefore  it  has  been 
compared  with  the  copy  in  the  Act  Books. 
2 Passed  April  5,  1781,  Chapter  936. 
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ment  in  manufacturing  flour  or  bread  for  exportation,  for  one 
month,  without  having  made  such  entry. 

(Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  forfeiture  of  the  casks 
and  their  contents,  in  case  of  deficiency  of  weight,  is  considered 
as  too  severe,  since  accidental  deficiencies  may  happen,  where 
no  fraud  was  intended: 

[Section  III.]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  in  all  cases  where  casks  of  flour  are  found  deficient 
in  weight  upon  trial  and  examination,  agreeable  to  the  direc- 
tion of  the  act  aforesaid,  the  person  so  offering  such  deficient 
cask  or  casks  shall  forfeit,  for  every  pound  so  wanting  in 
weight,  the  sum  of  nine  pence  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  said 
inspector. 

(Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  has  been  found  impractic- 
able to  brand  all  the  casks  of  flour  and  bread  offered  for  ex- 
portation with  the  arms  of  this  state,  agreeable  to  the  direc- 
tions contained  in  said  act: 

[Section  IV.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
the  said  inspector  shall  stamp  the  said  casks  and  the  plugs 
(put  into  the  holes  made  by  the  said  inspector)  with  the  letters 
S.  P.  And  all  casks  with  counterfeited  stamps,  as  well  as 
casks,  the  contents  of  which  may  have  been  changed  after  in- 
spection, shall  be  liable  to  seizure  and  forfeiture,  if  offered 
for  transportation  out  of  this  state. 

(Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  doubts  have  arisen  whether 
middlings  can  be  exported  out  of  this  state  under  the  afore- 
said law: 

[Section  V.]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  export  middlings; 
but  every  cask  of  middlings  exported  or  offered  for  exportation 
shall,  besides  and  exclusive  of  the  miller's  common  brands* 
be  branded  by  the  miller  with  the  word  MIDDLINGS  at  length, 
or  be  liable  to  seizure  and  forfeiture. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  fines  and  penalties  herein 
mentioned  shall  be  recovered  and  applied  in  manner  and  form 
as  is  directed  by  this  act,  and  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supple- 
ment. 
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[Section  VII. ]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  so  much  of  the  fifth  sec- 
tion of  the  above-recited  act  as  imposes  a  fine  of  five  shillings 
per  day  on  bolters  and  millers  for  the  neglect  therein  mentioned, 
and  the  clauses  of  forfeiture  mentioned  in  the  sixth  section, 
and  that  part  of  the  eleventh  section  which  enjoins  the  brand- 
ing casks  with  the  arms  of  the  state  shall  be  and  they  hereby 
are  altered  and  repealed. 

Passed  December  28,  1781.    See  the  note  to  the  Act  of  Assembly 
passed  April  5,  1781,  Chapter  934. 


CHAPTER  CMLIX. 


AN  ACT  FOR  THE  BETTER  REPAIRING  AND  AMENDING  THE  BANKS, 
DAMS,  DITCHES,  SLUICES  AND  FLOODGATES  ON  STATE-ISLAND. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  numbers  of  the  owners  of  the  lands 
and  meadows  on  the  State  island  (late  the  Province  island)  by 
their  petition  have  prayed  that  a  law  may  be  passed  to  compel 
the  several  owners  of  the  said  island  to  contribute  to  the  sup- 
port and  repairs  of  the  banks,  dams,  ditches,  sluices  and  flood- 
gates thereon,  suggesting  that  the  same  are  much  out  of  repair 
for  want  of  some  provision  being  made  by  a  law  for  this  pur- 
pose, which  being  right  and  reasonable: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  William  Bingham, 
Elijah  Weed,  Charles  Miller,  William  Turnbull  and  John 
Taylor,  or  any  three  of  them,  be  and  they  are  hereby  consti- 
tuted, authorized  and  appointed  to  be  managers  of  the  said 
island,  and  John  Wilcocks,  treasurer,  to  be,  remain  and  con- 
tinue until  the  second  Monday  in  January  next;  and  that  on 
the  said  second  Monday  in  January  next,  and  on  the  second 
Monday  of  January  in  every  year  forever,  the  owners  of  the 
said  island,  or  as  many  of  them  as  shall  think  fit  to  attend,  by 
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themselves  or  their  representatives,  shall  meet  together  at 
the  Coffee  House,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  or  at  such  other 
convenient  place  as  shall  hereafter  be  appointed  by  the  man- 
agers for  the  time  being,  or  a  majority  of  them,  and  then  and 
there  elect,  by  ballot,  five  managers  and  a  treasurer  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  managers,  or  any  three  of 
them,  shall,  from  time  to  time,  do,  or  cause  to  be  done,  all 
and  every  the  repairs  to  the  said  banks,  dams,  ditches,  sluices 
and  floodgates,  and  open  and  make  new  ones  where  it  may  be 
needful :  Provided  always,  That  no  new  works,  banks,  dams, 
ditches,  sluices  or  floodgates  be  made  by  the  said  managers, 
or  any  of  them,  without  the  approbation  of  at  least  three  of 
the  said  managers,  who  shall  be  authorized  to  undertake  such 
new  work  only  in  case  it  shall  be  their  opinion  that  the  same 
will  be  for  the  common  benefit  and  advantage  of  the  owners  of 
the  said  meadows;  and  that  the  said  managers  be  authorized 
and  empowered  to  assess  on  all  and  every  the  owners  of  the 
meadows  on  the  said  island,  which  are  liable  to  be  overflown 
for  want  of  such  necessary  work  or  repairs,  in  proportion  to 
the  quantity  of  such  meadows  which  respectively  belong  to 
each  owner,  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  the  said  managers, 
or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  from  time  to  time  deem  necessary 
for  the  benefit  and  security  of  the  same. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  owner  or  owners  of  any 
such  meadows  shall  neglect  or  refuse,  by  the  space  of  ten  days 
after  notice  shall  be  given  to  him  or  them  of  such  money  or 
moneys  being  so  assessed,  for  his  proportion  of  the  sum  at  any 
time  to  be  raised  to  pay  his  or  v  their  said  proportion  of  the 
same  moneys  to  the  treasurer  for  the  time  being,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  said  treasurer,  by  order  of  the  said 
managers,  or  a  majority  of  them,  either  to  levy  distress  on  the 
goods  and  effects  of  the  said  several  owners,  or  their  tenants, 
found  on  the  said  island,  and  to  proceed  therein  in  like  manner 
as  in  the  case  distresses  for  rents;  or  to  sue,  commence  and 
prosecute  an  action  or  actions  of  debt  for  the  same  in  any  court 
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in  which  debts  to  the  like  amount  are  cognizable,  and  to  re- 
cover the  same,  with  costs,  in  his  name  as  treasurer  aforesaid. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  style  of  the  said  managers 
shall  be  "The  managers  of  State  island,"  and  the  style  of  the 
said  treasurer  shall  be  "The  treasurer  of  State  island,"  and  that 
by  such  style  and  name  they  shall  be  called  and  known  in  all 
judicial  proceedings.  And  also  that  the  said  managers  shall 
be  empowered  to  require  and  take  such  security  from  the  said 
treasurer  as  to  them,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  seem  needful 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  trust;  and  that  the  said  treas- 
urer shall  pay  the  moneys  to  the  order  of  the  said  managers 
whilst  he  continues  in  office,  and,  as  soon  as  a  successor  shall 
be  chosen,  shall  pay  over  the  balance  remaining  in  his  hands 
to  such  successor;  and  that  if  he  neglect  so  to  do  by  the  space 
of  five  days  after  he  shall  be  thereunto  required  by  the  man- 
agers, or  a  majority  of  them,  he  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  pounds,  to  be  recovered  by  his  successor,  to  the  use  of 
the  said  owners,  over  and  besides  the  balance  so  remaining 
due. 

Passed  March  18, 1782.    Recorded  U  B.  No.  1,  p.  467,  etc.    See  the 
note  to  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  February  28,  1780,  Chapter  878. 


CHAPTER  CMLX. 


AN  ACT  FOR  PREVENTING  AND  PUNISHING  THE  COUNTERFEITING  OF 
THE  COMMON  SEAL,  BANK  BILLS  AND  BANK  NOTES  OF  THE  PRES- 
IDENT, DIRECTORS  AND  COMPANY  OF  THE  BANK  OF  NORTH 
AMERICA  AND  FOR  OTHER  PURPOSES  THEREIN  MENTIONED. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  it  is  necessary  to  take  effectual 
measures  for  preventing  and  punishing  frauds  and  cheats  which 
may  be  put  upon  the  president,  directors  and  company  of  the 
bank  of  North  America  by  altering,  forging  or  counterfeiting 
the  common  seal  and  the  bank  bills  and  bank  notes  of  the  said 
president,  directors  and  company: 
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[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  if  any  person  or  per- 
sons shall  forge,  counterfeit  or  alter  the  common  seal  of  the 
said  president,  directors  and  company,  or  any  bank  bill  or  bank 
note,  made  or  given  out,  or  to  be  made  or  given  out  for  the 
payment  of  any  sum  of  money  by  or  for  the  said  president, 
directors  and  company,  or  shall  tender  in  payment,  utter,  vend, 
exchange  or  barter  any  such  forged,  counterfeit  or  altered 
bill  or  note,  or  shall  demand  to  have  the  same  exchanged  for 
ready  money  by  the  said  president,  directors  and  company  or 
any  other  person  or  persons  (knowing  such  bill  or  note  so  tend- 
ered, uttered,  vended,  exchange  or  bartered,  or  demanded  to  be 
[so]  exchanged,  to  be  forged,  counterfeited  or  altered),  with 
intent  to  defraud  the  said  president,  directors  and  company, 
or  any  other  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  or  corporate,  then 
every  such  person  or  persons  so  offending,  and  being  thereof 
convicted  in  due  form  of  law,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony, 
and  shall  suffer  death  as  a  felon,  without  benefit  of  clergy. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  president,  director  or  any 
officer  or  servant  of  the  said  president,  directors  and  company, 
being  intrusted  with  any  such  bill  or  note,  or  any  bond,  deed, 
money  or  other  effects,  belonging  to  the  said  president,  direct- 
ors and  company,  or  having  any  such  bill  or  note,  or  any  bond, 
deed,  money  or  other  effects,  lodged  or  deposited  with  the  said 
president,  directors  and  company,  or  with  such  officer  or  ser- 
vant as  an  officer  or  servant  of  the  said  president,  directors  and 
company,  shall  secrete,  embezzle,  or  run  away  with  any  such 
bill,  note,  bond,  deed,  money  or  other  effects,  or  any  part  of 
them,  every  [president,  director,]  officer  or  servant  so  offend- 
ing and  being  thereof  convicted  in  due  form  of  law,  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  shall  suffer  death  as  a  felon,  with- 
out benefit  of  clergy. 

Passed  March  18,  1782.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  468,  etc.  The 
Act  In  the  text  was  repealed  by  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  Sep- 
tember 13,  1785,  Chapter  1178. 
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CHAPTER  CMLXI. 


AN  ACT  TO  RAISE  EFFECTIVE  SUPPLIES  FOR  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOU- 
SAND SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-TWO. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled  have,  by  their  resolution  of  the  thirtieth 
of  October,  demanded  of  the  several  states  in  union  such  ef- 
fective supplies  as  may  enable  them  to  carry  on  the  war  with 
vigor  and  effect,  and  improve  our  late  successes  into  a  full  es- 
tablishment of  independence  and  peace: 

And  whereas  it  is  the  desire  of  the  representatives  of  the 
freemen  of  this  state  to  comply  with  the  said  resolutions: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Therefore,  be  it  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  sum  of  four  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-seven 
pounds  and  fifteen  shillings,  being  the  quota  required  of  this 
state,  be  raised,  levied,  collected  and  paid  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  in  four  equal  payments, 
the  first  payment  to  be  made  on  the  first  day  of  July  next  ensu- 
ing and  the  second  at  the  expiration  of  three  months  there- 
after, and  so  on  at  the  end  of  every  three  months  thereafter 
until  the  Whole  sum  is  paid.  And  the  same  shall  be  levied, 
assessed  and  raised  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  several 
counties  of  this  state  according  to  the  method  and  proportions 
following:    That  is  to  say: 

For  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-nine  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-five 
pounds  and  four  shillings. 

For  the  county  of  Bucks,  the  sum  of  twenty-seven  thousand 
five  hundred  and  forty-one  pounds  and  nine  shillings. 

For  the  county  of  Chester,  the  sum  of  forty-four  thousand 
two  hundred  and  ten  pounds  and  sixteen  shillings. 

For  the  county  of  Lancaster,  the  sum  of  fifty-nine  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-four  pounds  and  ten  shillings. 

25— X 
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For  the  county  of  York,  the  sum  of  thirty-three  thousand 
three  hundred  and  thirty-five  pounds  and  fourteen  shillings. 

For  the  county  of  Berks  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  and 
ninety-three  pounds  and  thirteen  shillings. 

For  the  county  of  Cumberland  the  sum  of  thirty-one  thousand 
three  hundred  and  thirty-two  pounds  and  fifteen  shillings. 

For  the  county  of  Northampton  the  sum  of  seventeen  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  twenty-four  pounds  and  two  shillings. 

For  the  county  of  Bedford,  the  sum  of  nine  thousand  four 
hundred  and  ninety-seven  pounds  and  eight  shillings. 

For  the  county  of  Northumberland  the  sum  of  eleven  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  thirty-two  pounds  and  two  shillings. 

For  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  the  sum  of  eight  thousand 
and  seventy-five  pounds  and  one  shilling. 

And  for  the  county  of  Washington,  the  sum  of  eight  thousand 
and  seventy-five  pounds  and  one  shilling. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  and  of  every  county  of  this  state,  or  any 
two  of  them,  shall  meet  together  on  or  before  Monday,  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  April,  next,  at  their  usual  place  of  meeting  in  the 
city  and  in  their  several  counties,  and  then  and  there  issue 
their  warrants,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  to  the  township, 
ward  or  district  assessors  of  each  township,  ward  or  district 
within  their  respective  counties,  requiring  them,  the  said  as- 
sessors, to  notify  the  freemen  of  their  several  townships,  wards 
or  districts,  by  public  advertisement,  to  meet  and  choose  two 
freeholders  of  their  proper  district,  to  assist  the  said  assessor 
in  laying  and  assessing  the  taxes  required  within  the  present 
year;  and  also  requiring  the  said  assessors  to  demand  of  all 
and  every  taxable  inhabitant,  residing  within  their  respective 
townships,  wards  or  districts  a  full  and  true  account  of  all 
their  estate,  real  and  personal,  within  this  state,  made  taxable 
by  this  act,  and  in  what  county  situate,  of  which  the  said  as- 
sessors shall  make  fair  and  true  returns  in  writing  to  the  said 
commissioners  on  a  certain  day  to  be  by  the  said  commissioners 
appointed;  and  of  the  names  and  surnames  of  the  said  two  as- 
sisting freeholders  so  chosen  by  each  township,  ward  or  dis- 
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trict;  and  of  all  and  every  the  taxable  inhabitants  and  single 
freemen  within  their  respective  townships,  wards  or  districts, 
together  with  their  trades,  professions  or  occupations,  and 
offices  and  posts  of  profit.  And  if  any  person  or  persons  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  give  a  return  of  their  taxable  property, 
when  required  as  aforesaid,  every  such  person  or  persons  so  neg- 
lecting or  refusing  shall,  for  every  such  offense,  forfeit  and  pay 
a  sum  equal  to  the  tax  at  which  such  person  or  persons  shall 
be  rated  by  this  act,  to  be  levied  and  collected  by  the  collector 
of  the  proper  township,  by  virtue  of  a  special  warrant  which 
the  commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  are  hereby  authorized 
and  required  to  grant,  and  the  same  shall  be  paid  into  the 
treasury  of  this  commonwealth. 

(Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  in  order  that  the  taxes  hereby  di- 
rected to  be  imposed  may  be  truly  laid  and  levied,  and  for  the 
better  detecting  of  frauds  and  concealments  of  taxable  prop- 
erty: 

[Section  III.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  assessors  and 
commissioners,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  other  person  authorized 
by  the  board  of  commissioners,  and  they  are  hereby  enjoined 
and  required  to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  inform  themselves 
of  all  taxable  property  concealed  or  refused  to  be  returned; 
and  for  that  purpose  they  may  search  all  public  records  within 
their  respective  counties,  or  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  as 
the  case  may  require;  and  all  officers  having  care  or  charge  of 
such  records  are  hereby  enjoined  and  required  to  be  aiding  and 
assisting  in  such  searches,  and  to  grant  to  every  such  assessor 
or  commissioner,  or  any  other  person  authorized  by  the  board 
of  commissioners,  free  access,  at  all  proper  times,  to  the  said 
public  records,  for  the  above  purpose  without  fee  or  reward. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  shall  neglect  or 
refuse  to  make  return  of  all  and  every  tract  or  parcel  of  land 
he  or  she  shall  possess  within  this  state  to  the  assessor  of  the 
place  where  such  person  shall  dwell  or  reside,  all  such  lands  so 
omitted  shall  be  liable  and  subject  to  be  charged  with  all  such 
taxes  the  next  or  any  subsequent  assessment,  which  the  same 
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lands  ought  to  have  been  charged  with  had  they  been  duly 
assessed  as  by  this  act  is  directed,  together  with  the  penalty 
hereinbefore  mentioned  for  refnsing  or  neglecting  to  make  re- 
turn of  their  taxable  property  when  duly  required.  And  if 
any  such  tract  or  parcel  of  land  so  returned  shall  be  situate 
out  of  the  city  or  county  where  such  person  and  assessor  shall 
dwell,  then  the  commissioners  of  the  city  or  such  county,  or 
some  one  of  them,  shall,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  trans- 
mit a  copy  of  such  return  to  the  commissioners  of  the  county 
where  the  land  shall  lie. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  shall  wilfully 
conceal,  in  the  returns  which  he  or  she  shall  make  to  township, 
district  or  ward  assessor,  any  part  of  his  or  her  personal  prop- 
erty made  taxable  by  this  act,  with  intent  to  screen  the  same 
from  taxation,  the  person  so  concealing  shall  pay  fourfold 
taxes  on  all  property  so  concealed;  and  the  money  arising  there- 
upon, over  and  above  the  taxes  which  such  property  ought  to 
have  yielded,  shall  be  paid  to  the  supervisors  of  the  highways 
of  such  township,  district  or  ward,  for  and  towards  repairing 
the  public  roads  and  highways  within  the  same;  and  that  any 
of  the  inhabitants  of  such  township,  ward,  district  who  shall 
be  [a]  competent  witness  in  other  cases,  shall  be  a  sufficient 
witness  to  prove  such  concealment. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  when  the  commissioners  of 
any  county  shall  receive  the  return  of  the  assessors,  as  before 
directed,  they,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  forthwith  proceed  to 
quota  the  several  townships,  wards  and  districts  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  and  the  several  counties  of  this  state,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  property  returned  as 
aforesaid. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  commissioners  of  the 
several  counties  within  this  state  shall,  within  six  days  after 
quotaing  the  townships,  wards  or  districts  as  aforesaid,  fur- 
nish the  assessor  of  each  township,  ward  or  district,  with  a  true 
and  fair  transcript  of  the  quota  or  sum  of  money  charged  upon 
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and  demanded  from  such  township,  ward  or  district  to  which 
such  assessor  doth  belong.  And  they,  the  said  commissioners, 
or  any  two  of  them,  are  hereby  enjoined  and  required  to  ap- 
point one  or  more  assessors  and  assistant  freeholders,  as  the 
case  may  require,  in  case  of  removal  by  death,  disability,  refusal 
or  neglect  to  serve  of  the  present  assessors,  or  where  the  town- 
ships, wards  or  districts  neglect  to  elect  such  assessor  or  assist- 
ant freeholders. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  assessor  of  each 
township,  ward  or  district,  with  the  two  assistant  freeholders, 
of  the  proper  township,  ward  or  district,  shall,  immediately 
after  the  said  assessor  shall  become  possessed  of  the  quota  or 
sum  of  money  charged  as  aforesaid  by  the  commissioners,  as- 
sess the  same  equally  and  impartially  on  all  and  every  person 
and  persons  and  on  all  the  estates,  real  and  personal  within 
their  respective  townships,  wards  and  districts,  made  taxable 
by  this  act  and  shall  make  return  thereof  to  the  said  commis- 
sioners before  the  expiration  of  ten  days. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  the  following  enumerated  articles 
shall  be,  and  are  hereby  made  taxable  and  no  other,  to  wit:  The 
time  of  servitude  of  all  bound  servants  above  the  age  of  fourteen 
years;  all  negro  and  mulatto  slaves  above  the  age  of  twelve 
years;  all  horses,  mares  and  horned  cattle  above  three  years 
old;  sheep,  plate,  coaches,  berlins,  landaus,  chariots,  calashes, 
chaises,  caravans,  riding  chairs  and  other  carriages  kept  by  any 
person  for  his  or  her  own  use,  and  for  the  purposes  of  traveling 
or  pleasure;  all  lands  held  by  deed,  warrant,  location  or  im- 
provement; houses  and  lots  of  ground  and  ground-rents;  all 
grist-mills,  saw-mills,  fulling-mills,  slitting  and  rolling-mills, 
hemp-mills,  oil-mills,  snuff-mills  and  paper-mills;  all  forges,  fur- 
naces, bloomeries,  distilleries,  sugar-houses,  malt-houses,  brew- 
eries, tan-yards  and  ferries,  wares  and  merchandise;  and  all  of- 
fices and  posts  of  profit,  and  all  professions,  trades  and  occupa- 
tions. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,    That  all  and  every  the  enumerated 
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articles  aforesaid  of  real  and  personal  property  shall  be  valued 
at  and  for  so  much,  bona  fide,  a&  they  are  worth  or  would 
sell  for,  and  such  a  rate  or  rates  shall  be  assessed  and  levied 
thereon  as  will  amount  to  the  sum  of  money  quotaed  upon 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  several  counties  of  this  state. 

[Section  XL]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  sums  of  money  raised  by 
virtue  of  this  act  in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  and 
the  several  counties  of  this  state,  shall  not  be  deemed  or  held 
as  the  exact  proportion  of  the  said  city  and  counties,  but  the 
same  shall  hereafter  be  correctly  and  finally  adjusted  and  as- 
certained by  the  legislature  of  this  state,  according  to  the  re- 
turns of  property  to  be  laid,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  before  the 
general  assembly. 

[Section  XIL]  (Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  single  freeman, 
who,  at  the  time  of  assessing  any  tax  imposed  by  this  act,  is 
or  shall  be  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  or  upwards,  and 
has  been  out  of  his  apprenticeship  nine  months,  shall  pay  a 
sum  not  exceeding  six  pounds  nor  under  three  pounds.  And 
that  all  offices  and  posts  of  profit,  trades,  occupations  and  pro- 
fessions (that  of  ministers  of  the  gospel  of  all  denominations 
and  schoolmasters  only  excepted),  shall  be  rated  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  township,  ward  or  district  assessors,  and  two  as- 
sistant freeholders  of  the  proper  township,  ward  or  district, 
having  due  regard  to  the  profits  arising  from  them. 

[Section  XIII. ]  (Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  township  assessors,  when  taking  the  said  return,  to  de- 
mand security  of  any  single  freeman  or  sojourner  within  his 
township,  ward  or  district,  for  the  amount  of  the  largest  tax 
of  freemen  or  sojourners  in  this  act  mentioned,  and  upon  his 
or  their  refusing  to  enter  sufficient  security  or  paying  the  said 
tax,  the  said  assessor  is  hereby  authorized  to  take  the  body 
of  the  said  freeman  or  sojourner  before  the  nearest  justice, 
who  is  hereby  authorized  to  commit  him  or  them  to  the  common 
gaol  of  the  county,  there  to  remain  for  the  space  of  one  month, 
or  until  he  enters  such  security  or  pays  the  tax. 
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(Section  XV,  P.  L.)  And  for  the  better  discovery  of  single 
freemen,  inmates  or  sojourners  intended  by  this  act  to  be  taxed: 

[Section  XIV.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  every  householder  in  this  state  shall,  upon  demand  of 
any  assessor  of  his  or  her  township,  ward  or  district,  give  an 
account  of  the  names  and  occupations  of  such  persons  as  shall 
sojourn  or  lodge  in  their  respective  houses,  under  the  penalty 
of  thirty  pounds,  to  be  recovered  and  applied  to  and  for  the 
repairs  of  the  public  highways  of  the  said  township,  ward  or 
district  as  aforesaid. 

(Section  XVI,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  divers  owners  of  lands 
whereon  improvements  have  been  made,  and  of  tenements,  may 
not  reside  in  the  county,  township,  ward  or  district  where  such 
lands  or  tenements  are  situated,  whereby  it  may  be  difficult 
to  collect  the  taxes  assessed  on  such  real  estate: 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  XV.]  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  the  tenant  or  tenants,  or  other  person 
residing  on  or  occupying  such  real  estate,  his,  her  and  their 
goods  and  chattels,  as  well  as  the  lands,  goods  and  chattels  of 
the  owner  or  owners  thereof,  shall  be  liable  to  be  distrained 
to  satisfy  the  said  taxes,  or  any  of  them.  And  in  case  the 
tenant  or  tenants,  or  other  person  or  persons  residing  on  or 
occupying  such  real  estate,  shall  pay  any  tax  laid  thereon  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  such  tenant  or  tenants  may  retain  the  same 
out  of  the  rent  by  him,  her  or  them  payable  for  such  estate;  or 
the  said  tenant  or  tenants,  or  other  occupier  or  occupiers  of 
such  estate  shall  recover  the  same,  with  costs  of  suit  and  dam- 
ages, of  the  owner  of  such  estate  by  action  of  debt;  if  under  five 
pounds  in  a  summary  way  as  small  debts  are  recoverable; 
but  if  the  same  is  above  five  pounds  in  any  court  of  common 
pleas. 

(Section  XVII,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  nothing  in  the 
foregoing  section  shall  in  any  manner  alter  any  contract  made 
between  any  landlord  and  tenant,  concerning  the  payment  of 
taxes. 

[Section  XVI.]  (Section  XVIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en-, 
acted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  county  commis- 
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aioner  and  every  township,  ward  and  district  assessor  and  as- 
sistant shall,  respectively,  before  they  enter  on  any  of  the 
duties  required  of  them  by  this  act,before  some  one  justice  of 
the  peace  for  the  proper  county,  make  oath  op  affirmation  as 
is  hereinafter  directed,  to  wit:  If  a  county  commissioner: 

"I,  A.  B.,  do  swear  or  affirm,  that  I  will  well  and  truly  quota 
the  several  townships,  wards  and  districts  and  cause  the  rates 
and  sums  of  money  imposed  by  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for 
raising  effective  supplies  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-two/  to  be  duly  and  equally  assessed  and  laid, 
according  to  the  rules  and  directions  mentioned  in  the  said  act, 
to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  knowledge,  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
duty  of  a  commissioner,  and  herein  I  will  spare  no  person  for 
favor  or  affection,  or  grieve  any  for  hatred  or  ill-will." 

If  a  township,  ward  or  district  assessor  or  assistant,  the  fol- 
lowing oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit: 

"I,  A.  B.,  do  swear  or  affirm,  that  I  will  faithfully  and  impar- 
tially assess  the  quota  of  the  township,  ward  or  district  of 

imposed  by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  raise  effective 
supplies  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
two,'  on  the  several  persons  and  taxable  property  therein  con- 
tained, to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  understanding;  and  that  in 
performing  the  duties  required  of  me  by  that  act,  I  will  spare 
no  person  for  favor  or  affection  or  grieve  any  for  hatred  or  ill- 
will." 

[Section  XVII.]  (Section  XIX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  county  commission- 
ers or  any  two  of  them,  shall  appoint  a  fit  person  (who  shall  be 
a  freeholder)  for  or  in  every  township,  ward  or  district,  to  be 
collector  of  the  taxes  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and 
shall  cause  fair  duplicates  of  the  assessment  of  every  town- 
ship, ward  or  district,  to  be  made  one  part  whereof  shall  be 
kept  by  the  said  commissioners  of  the  proper  county,  and  the 
other  part  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  collector  of  every  dis- 
trict, with  a  warrant  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  the  commis- 
sioners, or  any  two  of  them,  authorizing  and  requiring  the  said 
collector  after  the  day  of  appeal  shall  be  passed  ten  days,  to 
levy  the  sums  rated  on  all  persons  who  shall  not,  upon  demand, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1780]  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  393 

after  the  said  appeal,  forthwith  satisfy  the  same,  and  to  ac- 
quaint them  of  the  day  of  appeal,  which  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  commissioners  within  twenty  days  after  the  said  as- 
sessments are  made,  but  where  the  collector  cannot  meet  with 
the  party  of  whom  demand  is  to  be  made  as  aforesaid,  he  shall 
leave  notice  in  writing  with  some  of  the  family,  at  the  place 
of  the  party's  last  abode  of  such  demand,  signifying  also  the 
day  of  appeal;  at  which  day  every  of  the  collectors  shall  re- 
turn their  several  duplicates. 

[Section  XVIII.]  (Section  XX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  assessor  legally 
chosen,  or  any  person  appointed  by  the  said  commissioners  to 
be  an  assessor  or  an  assistant  or  collector  shall  not,  within  two 
days  after  notice  in  writing  of  such  election  or  appointment, 
make  known  his  intention  to  the  commissioners  of  the  county 
to  serve  or  decline  the  office  to  which  such  person  hath  been 
or  shall  be  so  chosen  or  appointed,  the  said  commissioners  or 
any  two  of  them,  may  consider  such  persons  as  having  refused 
to  serve  in  such  office,  and  may  proceed  to  fine  such  person, 
and  appoint  another  in  his  stead,  as  if  such  person  had  actually 
refused  to  serve  in  such  office. 

[Section  XIX.]  (Section  XXI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  fine  on  any  person 
refusing  to  serve  as  an  assessor  or  assistant  shall  be  the  sum 
of  ten  pounds;  and  the  fine  on  any  person  refusing  to  serve  as 
collector  of  any  district  shall  be  the  sum  of  fifteen  pounds.  And 
in  case  any  assessor  or  assistant  or  collector,  after  taking  upon 
him  his  office,  shall  neglect  to  perform  his  duty  therein,  any 
such  delinquent  shall  be  fined  in  the  sum  of  thirty  pounds;  and 
if  any  person  chosen  to  be  an  assessor,  or  an  assistant  or  col- 
lector, or  if  any  other  person  shall  detain  any  warrant,  dupli- 
cate or  other  writing,  necessary  to  the  assessing  or  levying 
the  said  tax,  beyond  the  time  when  such  person  shall  have  de- 
clined, or  be  deemed  to  have  declined  any  such  office,  and  after 
demand  thereof  made  by  any  of  the  said  commissioners,  or  by 
any  person  authorized  by  them  to  demand  the  same,  every  such 
delinquent  shall  be  fined  for  such  offense  the  sum  of  twenty- 
five  pounds.    The  said  fines  to  be  levied  and  recovered  as  other 
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fines  are  or  ought  to  be  levied  and  recovered  by  virtue  of  this 
act. 

[Section  XX.]  (Section  XXII.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  find 
liim  or  themselves  aggrieved  with  any  of  the  said  assessments, 
he  or  they  may  appeal  to  the  commissioners  of  the  proper 
county,  on  the  particular  days  appointed  for  the  district. 

[Section  XXI.]  (Section  XXIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  commissioners 
are  hereby  required  to  meet  on  the  said  day  of  appeal,  where 
the  said  assessors  shall  also  attend,  whereupon  the  said  com- 
missioners shall  strictly  examine  the  persons  appealing  upon 
their  oath  or  affirmations  or  otherwise,  concerning  the  cause 
of  their  appeal;  and  upon  such  examination,  or  proof  of  others, 
they  are  hereby  empowered  to  diminish  or  add  to  the  person's 
rate  or  assessment,  as  to  them  shall  seem  just  and  reasonable, 
with  power  to  call  before  them  such  persons,  and  take  notice  of 
such  estates  as  they  find  are  omitted  in  the  said  assessment, 
in  order  to  rectify  it;  and  if  the  person  so  omitted  refuse  or 
neglect  to  appear  and  give  an  account  of  their  taxable  estate, 
they  shall  pay  double  the  sum  they  should  or  ought  to  have  been 
rated  at  by  this  act.  And  the  said  commissioners  shall  cause 
their  clerks  to  draw  fair  duplicates  of  the  assessments  of  the 
said  respective  districts,  so  rectified  as  aforesaid,  and  deliver 
them  to  the  collectors  of  the  several  townships,  wards  or  dis- 
tricts where  they  belong,  within  ten  days  after  the  appeal. 

[Section  XXII.]  (Section  XXIV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or  persons 
so  rated  or  assessed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  refuse  or  neglect 
to  pay  the  sum  or  sums  so  assessed  within  twenty  days  after  de- 
mand made  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  collect- 
ors, respectively,  by  virtue  of  the  aforesaid  warrant,  to  call  to 
their  assistance,  if  occasion  be  any  constable  or  other  person, 
and  in  case  of  resistance  to  break  open,  in  the  daytime,  any 
house,  trunk,  box,  chest,  closet,  cupboard  or  other  things,  where 
any  such  offender's  goods  and  chattels  or  effects  are  supposed  to 
be,  and  make  distress  and  sale  thereof,  having  previously 
caused  the  same  to  be  inventoried,  appraised  and  advertised 
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in  three  or  more  of  the  most  public  places  within  such  town- 
ship ,ward  or  district,  and  rendering  the  overplus,  if  any  be, 
to  the  owner  after  reasonable  charges  deducted;  but  if  no  dis- 
tress can  be  found  by  the  collector,  and  the  party  refuses  or 
neglects  to  show  him  goods  or  chattels  of  his  own  forthwith 
to  satisfy  the  money  then  due,  with  reasonable  charges,  then 
the  collector  shall  take  the  body  of  every  such  person,  and 
bring  him  to  the  county  gaol,  and  deliver  him  to  the  sheriff 
or  keeper  of  the  said  gaol,  who  shall  detain  him  in  close 
custody  without  bail  or  mainprise  until  payment  be  made  or 
he  be  otherwise  discharged. 

(Section  XXV,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  when  effects 
cannot  be  found  sufficient  to  answer  the  whole  sum  in  arrear, 
with  charges  as  aforesaid,  then  distress  shall  be  made  for  so 
much  as  the  effects  extend  to,  and  the  party  imprisoned  only 
for  the  residue  thereof,  with  incident  charges;  all  which  charges 
of  distress,  assistance  and  bringing  to  prison  shall  be  adjusted 
and  settled  by  any  two  or  more  of  the  commissioners  when 
such  occasion  shall  happen. 

[Section  XXIII.]  (Section  XXVI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  collector  of  every 
district,  ward  or  township  shall  pay  unto  the  county  treasurer 
the  whole  of  the  tax  charged  in  his  duplicate  within  thirty 
days  after  the  day  of  appeal,  unless  he  has  been  obliged  to 
make  distress  for  any  part  thereof,  in  which  case  he  shall,  as 
to  the  tax  assessed  on  the  parties  distrained  on,  have  twenty 
days  more,  after  which  the  commissioners  of  the  county  shall 
fine  such  deficient  collector  at  the  rate  of  one  penny  half- 
penny in  the  pound  upon  all  sums  charged  in  his  duplicate, 
which  such  collector  shall  not  have  paid  to  the  said  treasurer 
for  every  ten  days  he  shall  fail  to  make  payment  thereof  as 
aforesaid;  such  fine  to  be  recovered  in  manner  aforesaid. 

(Section  XXVIII,  P.  L.)  Provided  the  said  commissioners 
give  the  said  collector  ten  days'  notice  of  such  complaint  being 
lodged  by  the  treasurer,  that  the  said  collector  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  making  it  appear  that  he  hath  done  his  duty 
faithfully  in  collecting  and  paying  in  the  same  or  give  sufficient 
reasons  for  the  omission,  in  which  case  the  commissioners,  or 
any  two  of  them,  shall  be  authorized  to  remit  the  fine. 
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(Section  XXVIII,  P.  L.)  And,  moreover,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  commissioners  of  the  proper  county,  or  any  two  of  them, 
and  they  are  hereby  required  to  meet  and  issue  out  their  war- 
rant under  their  hands  and  seals  to  the  sheriff  or  coroner  of 
the  proper  county,  requiring  him  to  take  the  body  and  seize 
and  secure  the  estate,  real  and  personal,  belonging  to  such  de- 
linquent, or  which  shall  come  into  the  hands  or  possessions 
of  his  heirs,  executors  or  administrators,  wherever  the  same 
can  be  discovered  or  found  in  this  state,  and  make  return  of  his 
proceedings  therein  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  commissioners 
shall  appoint. 

L  Section  XXIV.]  (Section  XXIX.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  commissioners,  who 
shall  cause  the  said  lands  and  estates  to  be  seized  and  secured 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  and  are  hereby  empowered  to  appoint  a 
time  for  a  general  meeting  of  the  commissioners  of  such  county, 
and  to  cause  public  notice  to  be  given  where  such  meeting 
shall  be  appointed,  ten  days  at  least  before  such  general  meet- 
ing; and  the  commissioners  then  present  at  such  meeting,  or 
the  majority  of  them,  in  case  the  money  detained  by  such  de- 
linquent be  not  then  paid  or  satisfied,  shall  and  are  hereby 
empowered  and  required  to  issue  forth  their  warrants  or  pre- 
cepts to  the  sheriff  or  coroner  of  the  proper  county,  empowering 
and  requiring  him  to  sell  and  dispose  of  all  such  estate  as 
shall  be,  for  the  cause  aforesaid,  seized  and  secured,  or  such 
part  thereof  as  will  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  deficiencies  afore- 
said, and  all  charges,  and  to  bring  the  money  arising  by  such 
sale  to  the  commissioners  who  granted  such  warrants,  in  order 
to  satisfy  and  pay  in  to  the  respective  county  treasurers,  for  the 
time  being,  the  sum  or  sums  that  shall  be  so  unpaid  or  de- 
tained in  the  hands  of  the  said  collectors  or  other  persons, 
their  heirs,  executors  or  administrators,  respectively,  with 
damages  for  what  shall  be  [so]  unpaid,  returning  the  overplus, 
if  any  be,  to  the  owner,  after  all  necessary  charges  deducted; 
and  when  any  sale  of  land,  tenements  or  hereditaments  shall 
be  made  by  such  sheriff  or  coroner,  respectively,  pursuant  to 
this  act,  the  title  and  conveyance  thereof  shall  be  by  deed, 
signed,  sealed  and  delivered  by  the  sheriff  or  coroner  to  such 
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person  or  persons  as  shall  purchase  the  same,  in  fee  simple  op 
otherwise,  which  shall  be  most  absolute  and  available  in  law 
against  the  said  delinquents  and  their  heirs  and  assigns  and  all 
claiming  under  them. 

(Section  XXX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  if  the  owner  or  owners  of  land  and  other 
real  property  by  this  act  made  subject  to  taxation,  or  some 
person  or  persons  for  him  or  them  do  not  appear,  or  shall  neg- 
lect or  refuse  to  pay  the  rates  assessed  thereon  within  thirty 
days  after  the  days  of  the  appeal,  then  and  in  every  such 
case  the  said  land  or  other  real  property,  together  with  the 
rates  assessed  thereon,  shall  be  advertised  in  the  township  and 
county  in  which  such  lands  do  lie,  or  in  the  place  where  such 
owner  or  owners  do  dwell;  and  the  commissioners  of  the  re- 
spective counties,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  and  they  are  hereby 
required  to  give  public  notice  thereof  in  some  of  the  English 
and  German  papers  for  at  least  three  months,  that  sale  will 
be  made  of  such  part  of  the  said  lands  as  will  be  sufficient 
to  discharge  the  taxes  due  for  the  same,  and  all  charges  accru- 
ing by  reason  of  the  refusal  or  non-payment  thereof,  and  if 
the  owner  or  owners  of  such  lands  or  other  real  estate,  or  some 
person  or  persons  in  their  behalf,  do  not  appear  to  discharge 
and  pay  the  said  taxes,  with  all  the  charges  as  aforesaid  at  or 
before  the  expiration  of  said  term,  then  the  said  commissioners 
of  the  respective  counties,  or  any  two  of  them,  are  authorized 
and  hereby  empowered  to  sell  the  said  lands  or  other  real  es- 
tates, or  so  much  thereof  as  aforesaid,  by  public  vendue,  to 
such  person  or  persons  as  will  appear  to  give  most  for  the 
same,  returning  the  overplus,  if  any  be,  to  the  owner  or  owners 
of  such  lands  or  their  legal  representatives  as  aforesaid,  after 
all  necessary  charges  deducted.  And  when  any  sale  of  such 
land  or  other  real  estate  shall  be  made  as  aforesaid  by  the  com- 
missioners, or  any  two  of  them,  pursuant  to  this  act,  the  title 
and  conveyance  thereof  shall  be  by  deed,  signed,  sealed  and 
delivered  by  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  to 
such  person  or  persons  as  shall  purchase  the  same  in  fee-simple 
or  otherwise,  which    shall  be  most  absolute  and  available  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


398  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  [1781 

law,  against  the  said  delinquents,  and  their  heirs  and  assigns 
and  all  claiming  under  them. 

[Section  XXXI.]  (Section  XXXI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  case  any  collector, 
sheriff  or  coroner,  after  distress  and  sale  by  him  or  them  made, 
shall  have  any  overplus  money  remaining  in  his,  or  any  of  their 
hands,  such  collector,  sheriff  or  coroner,  first  tendering  the 
same  before  one  witness  to  the  owner  of  the  goods  distrained 
and  sold,  shall,  upon  the  refusal  of  such  owner  to  receive  such 
money,  pay  the  same  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county,  who  shall 
deduct  therefrom  one  per  centum  and  give  notice  thereof  within 
twenty  days  to  the  commissioners  of  all  sums  so  paid;  and  the 
owner  thereof  shall  have  the  remainder  discounted  out  of  any 
future  tax;  and  the  receipt  of  the  said  treasurer  shall  exonerate 
the  collector,  sheriff  or  coroner. 

[Section  XXVII.]  (Section  XXXII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  collectors  shall 
make  out  fair  and  true  accounts,  in  writing,  of  every  seizure 
by  them  made,  with  the  charges  to  be  settled  by  the  commis- 
sioners, who  shall  make  the  collectors  such  reasonable  allow- 
ance for  their  trouble  as  to  them  shall  seem  right;  and  the 
said  commissioners  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  in  all 
cases  to  call  upon  collectors,  who  have,  or  in  future  have,  any 
overplus  money  in  their  hands,  and  to  proceed  against  them 
in  such  cases  as  the  law  directs  in  case  of  delinquent  collectors* 

[Section  XXVIII.]  (Section  XXXIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  county  treasurer 
of  this  state  shall  pay  over  all  sums  of  money  by  him  received 
by  virtue  of  this  act  to  the  treasurer  of  this  commonwealth, 
within  the  time  hereinafter  limited,  and  the  said  treasurer  of 
the  commonwealth  shall  keep  the  same  subject  to  the  drafts 
of  the  superintendent  of  the  finances  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  for  no  other  purpose  whatsoever.  That  is  to  say: 
The  treasurer  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  within  three  days 
after  he  shall  receive  the  same;  the  treasurer  of  the  county  of 
Bucks  within  four  days  after  he  shall  receive  the  same;  the 
treasurer  of  the  county  of  Chester,  within  four  days  after  he 
shall  receive  the  same;  the  treasurer  of  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
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within  six  days  after  he  shall  receive  the  same;  the  treasurer 
of  the  county  of  York,  within  seven  days  after  he  shall  receive 
the  same;  and  the  treasurer  of  the  county  of  Cumberland  shall 
be  allowed  eight  days,  and  the  treasurer  of  the  county  of  Berks 
six  days,  and  the  treasurer  of  the  county  of  Northampton  seven 
days,  and  the  treasurer  of  the  county  of  Bedford  twelve  days, 
and  the  treasurer  of  the  counties  of  Westmoreland  and  Wash- 
ington twenty  days,  and  the  treasurer  of  the  county  of  North- 
umberland twelve  days  for  the  like  purpose. 

[Section  XXIX.]  (Section  XXXIV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  commissioners  of 
the  city  and  several  counties  shall,  each  of  them,  have  and  re- 
ceive ten  shillings,  and  each  of  the  township,  ward  and  district 
assessors  and  assistant  freeholders  shall  have  and  receive  seven 
shillings  and  six  pence  per  day  for  each  day  they  shall  bona 
fide  be  employed  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  required  of 
them  by  this  act,  and  no  other  fee  or  reward  whatsoever  for 
their  services,  any  law,  custom  or  usage  to  the  contrary  in  any- 
wise notwithstanding.  And  that  the  collectors  severally  em- 
ployed in  and  for  the  due  execution  of  this  act  shall  be  allowed 
sixpence  in  the  pound  for  every  pound  by  them  so  collected, 
and  no  more;  the  said  several  sums  so  allowed  to  be  drawn 
from  the  county  treasury  out  of  the  county  rates  and  levies, 
and  to  be  finally  submitted  to  the  examination  of  the  justices 
and  grand  jury  in  the  same  manner  as  other  accounts  against 
the  county. 

[Section  XXX.]  (Section  XXXV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  sums  of  money  to 
be  assessed  and  levied  by  this  act  shall  be  paid  and  discharged 
in  gold  or  silver  money,  at  the  rate  of  three  pounds  for  one-half 
Johannes  of  Portugal  weighing  nine  pennyweights,  and  seven 
shillings  and  six  pence  for  one  Spanish  milled  dollar  weighing 
seventeen  pennyweights  and  six  grains,  and  so  in  proportion  for 
all  other  gold  or  silver  money,  and  in  no  other  money  whatso- 
ever. : 

(Section  XXXVI,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  this  act  be  put  in  force  and  executed  with  all  con- 
venient speed: 
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Therefore: 

[Section  XXXI.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  if  any  of  the  said  commissioners  shall  refuse  or  neglect 
to  perform  his  or  their  duty  in  the  premises,  he  or  they  so  offend- 
ing shall  be  fined  by  the  supreme  executive  council  of  this 
state  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  pounds  for  every 
offense,  which,  by  virtue  of  their  warrant,  directed  to  the  sheriff 
or  coroner  of  the  county  where  such  offender  or  his  estate  is, 
at  the  time  of  issuing  such  warrant,  shall  be  levied  by  the 
seizure  of  land,  distress  and  sale  of  goods,  or  imprisonment  of 
body,  as  the  case  shall  require. 

[Section  XXXII.]  (Section  XXXVII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  fur- 
ther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  county  treas- 
urers, respectively,  for  their  trouble  in  receiving  and  paying  all 
such  moneys  as  shall  come  into  their  hands,  respectively,  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  allowed  seven  shillings  and  six  pence 
for  every  hundred  pounds;  and  the  treasurer  of  the  state  shall 
be  allowed,  for  his  trouble  in  receiving  and  paying  all  such 
moneys  as  shall  come  into  his  hands  by  virtue  of  this  act,  the 
sum  of  two  shillings  and  six  pence  for  every  hundred  pounds, 
and  no  more. 

[Section  XXXIII.]  (Section  XXXVIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  fur- 
ther enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  commission- 
ers of  each  respective  county  shall,  at  the  next  meeting  of  as- 
sembly after  the  said  taxes  are  settled  and  adjusted,  cause  to 
be  laid  before  the  house,  a  true  and  fair  transcript  of  all  the 
returns  of  property  made  taxable  by  this  act,  and  the  valuation 
of  the  same,  together  with  the  pound  rate  and  the  sums  quotaed 
on  each  township,  ward  or  district. 

[Section  XXXIV.]  (Section  XXXIX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  fur- 
ther enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  commission- 
ers of  each  county  be  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  employ 
suitable  clerks  for  transacting  the  business  required  of  such 
clerks  by  this  act,  who  are  to  be  paid  for  their  services  out  of  the 
county  rates  and  levies. 

Passed  March  27,  1782.  Recorder  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  469,  etc.  See 
the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  September  31,  1783,  Chapter  1003; 
March  20,  1783,  Chapter  1018;  March  21,  1783,  Chapter  1021;  April 
5, 1786,  Chapter  1161. 
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CHAPTER  CMLXIL 


AN  ACT  TO  AMEND  AN  ACT,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  THE  BETTER 
EMPLOYMENT  OF  THE  POOR  OF  THE  CITY  OF  PHILADELPHIA,  THE 
DISTRICT  OF  SOUTHWARK,  THE  TOWNSHIPS  OF  MOYAMENSINQ, 
PASSYUNK  AND  THE  NORTHERN  LIBERTIES,  l  AND  TO  REVIVE 
AND  PERPETUATE  AN  ACT,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  THE  RELIEF 
OF  THE  POOR,"  a  AND  FOR  REPEALING  TWO  OTHER  ACTS  HEREIN 
MENTIONED. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  the  poor  within  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, the  district  of  Southwark  and  townships  of  Moyamen- 
sing  and  the  Northern  Liberties  have  become  very  burdensome 
and  expensive  to  the  inhabitants,  and  the  expense  thereof  is 
like  to  increase: 

And  whereas,  for  remedy  thereof,  by  employing  the  said 
poor,  an  act  of  assembly  was  passed  on  the  eighth  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-six, 
in  the  late  province  of  Pennsylvania,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
better  employment  of  the  poor  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the 
district  of  Southwark,  the  townships  of  Moyamensing,  Pass- 
yunk  and  the  Northern  Liberties,"  x  whereby  all  persons  who 
should  contribute  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  or  more  were  incor- 
porated by  the  name  of  "Contributors  to  the  relief  and  employ- 
ment of  the  poor  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia ;"  and  such  of  the 
said  contributors  as  should  think  fit  were  enabled  [to  meet]  on 
the  second  Monday  in  the  month  of  May  then  next  following, 
and  on  the  second  Monday  in  the  month  of  May  yearly,  forever, 
at  some  convenient  place  in  the  said  eity,  and  then  and  there 
to  choose  twelve  persons  of  their  own  number  to  be  managers 
of  the  said  contributions  and  of  the  buildings  to  be  erected  for 
the  reception,  employment  and  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  said  city, 
district  and  townships  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  by  the  decease  of  many  of 
the  contributors  and  the  legal  disability  of  others  of  the  said 
contributors  who  yet  survive,  the  choosing  of  the  managers 

i  Passed  February  8,  1766,  Chapter  534. 
a  Passed  March  9,  1771,  Chapter  636. 
26— X 
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and  the  burden  of  serving  in  that  office  has  devolved  upon  a 
small  number  of  persons,  and  it  is  now  become  difficult  to  pro- 
cure a  succession  of  managers  to  superintend  the  almshouse 
and  the  house  of  employment  in  the  said  city,  and  to  provide 
for,  employ  and  relieve  the  poor  aforesaid  out  of  the  said  sur- 
viving contributors,  who  are  qualified  to  elect  or  to  be  elected 
as  aforesaid: 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  L]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Free- 
men of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  As- 
sembly met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  in  case  the 
contributors  aforesaid  shall  not  meet  on  the  second  Monday  in 
May  next,  or  in  any  succeeding  year,  in  the  said  city,  and 
choose  twelve  managers  as  aforesaid,  or  if  the  said  contributors 
shall  meet  on  the  second  Monday  in  May  next,  or  in  any  future 
year,  and  having  made  such  choice  of  managers  as  aforesaid, 
the  persons  then  and  there  chosen,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall 
not  meet  together  on  the  third  Monday  of  the  same  month,  in 
the  said  city,  as  by  the  said  act  they  were  directed  and  enjoined, 
then  and  in  such  case,  and  upon  such  neglect,  whether  in  the 
month  of  May  next  or  in  the  month  of  May  in  any  future  year, 
the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  said  city  of  Philadelphia,  dis- 
trict of  Southwark  and  townships  of  Moyamensing,  and  the 
Northern  Liberties,  for  the  time  being,  shall  become  invested 
with  all  and  singular  the  powers,  authorities,  rights,  claims, 
demands,  interest  and  estate,  real,  personal  and  mixed,  which 
then  shall  be  of  the  said  corporation,  in  as  ample  a  manner 
and  for  the  same  uses  and  purposes  as  the  same  are  or  were 
invested  in,  or  ought  to  be  exercised,  possessed  or  enjoyed  by 
the  said  corporation. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  overseers  of  the  poor 
for  the  time  being,  whenever  the  succession  of  the  said  man- 
agers shall  fail  as  aforesaid,  shall  become  a  body  politic  and 
corporate  in  law,  for  the  purpose  of  superintending  the  house 
of  employment,  and  the  other  purposes  for  which  the  said  man- 
agers were  appointed  and  constituted  as  aforesaid,  by  the  name 
of  "The  Guardians  of  the  Poor  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia," 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1781]  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  403 

with  all  the  powers  and  faculties  of  a  body  politic  and  corpor- 
ate, and  the  said  guardians  of  the  poor  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia may  hold  real  estates,  not  exceeding  the  yearly  value  of 
two  thousand  pounds,  and  may  take  and  receive  any  grant, 
gift,  bequest  or  alienation  of  goods  and  chattels  whatsoever. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  eventual  corporation 
of  the  guardians  of  the  poor  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  shall 
half-yearly  appoint  six  of  their  number  to  superintend  the  alms- 
house and  house  of  employment,  to  exercise  and  perform  all 
the  authorities  of  the  present  managers  of  the  said  institution; 
and  the  said  six  overseers  shall,  during  their  continuation  as 
managers  as  aforesaid,  be  exempted  from  all  other  duties  of  the 
said  office  of  overseers,  and  the  whole  duties  thereof  shall  be 
performed  by  the  rest  of  the  said  overseers. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  passing 
of  this  act,  any  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  said  city,  district 
and  townships  may,  with  the  consent  of  any  one  justice  of  the 
peace,  afford  relief  to  the  sudden  necessity  of  any  poor  person, 
not  exceeding  the  value  of  three  pounds  within  three  months. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  one-half  of  the  overseers  of 
the  poor  who  shall  be  nominated  and  shall  take  upon  them- 
selves the  duties  of  the  said  office  within  the  said  city,  district 
and  townships,  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  next,  or  after- 
wards, as  immediate  successors  of  the  present  overseers  of  the 
[poor  of  the]  said  city,  district  and  townships,  shall  not  con- 
tinue in  office  longer  than  six  calendar  months  and  the  other 
half  of  the  said  overseers  shall  continue  in  office  until  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-three;  and  that  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  September 
next,  or  within  ten  days  after,  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them, 
shall  meet  at  the  county  court  house  in  the  said  city,  and  then 
and  there  appoint  and  constitute  successors  to  serve  for  one 
year,  in  the  stead  of  those  who  shall  be  appointed  as  aforesaid 
for  six  months;  and  so  every  twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  and 
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every  twenty-fifth  day  of  September,  yearly,  for  and  during  the 
continuance  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor," x  the  said  justices  shall  meet  at  the  said  court-house,  and 
shall  then  and  there  appoint  and  constitute  one-half  of  the  said 
overseers  half-yearly,  in  order  that  there  may  be  always  some 
experienced  persons  in  office.  And  if  any  person  who  shall  be 
appointed  an  overseer  of  the  poor,  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  shall 
refuse  or  neglect  to  serve  in  the  said  office,  he  shall  be  fined  in 
like  sum,  and  the  said  fine  shall  be  levied  in  like  manner  and 
go  to  the  same  uses,  as  if  such  person  had  been  appointed  on 
the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  and  had  refused  or  neglected 
to  serve  thereupon. 

(Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  divers  disorderly  persons, 
by  their  own  lewdness,  drunkenness  or  other  evil  practices,  have 
fallen  sick  and  become  chargeable  to  the  said  city,  district  and 
townships,  and  have  been  unwilling  or  unable  to  reimburse  the 
expenses  which  have  been  incurred  in  order  to  their  cure  and 
recovery;  and  it  may  be  some  relief  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  city,  district  and  townships,  who  have  been  put  to  great 
charge  by  such  disorderly  persons,  and  may  deter  such  disord- 
erly persons  from  returning  to  their  former  evil  practices  if 
such  disorderly  persons  were  hereafter  obliged  to  make  com- 
pensation by  servitude: 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of 
this  act,  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  said  city,  district  and 
townships,  or  any  two  of  them,  with  the  approbation  and  con- 
currence of  any  two  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia,  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  bind 
out,  by  indenture  or  deed  poll,  any  such  disorderly  persons 
to  any  master  or  mistress,  and  his  or  her  assigns,  who  will  ad- 
vance and  pay  such  consideration  for  such  service  as  the  said 
overseers  shall  think  fit  to  accept  for  the  same.  Provided  al- 
ways, That  no  married  man  or  woman  nor  any  person  of  the 
age  of  forty  years  and  upwards  shall  be  liable  to  be  bound  by 
indenture  or  deed  poll  as  aforesaid,  and  that  no  such  binding 
shall  be  for  a  longer  term  than  will  be  sufficient  to  reimburse 
the  overseers  aforesaid  the  expenses  incurred,  in  behalf  and 
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on  account  of  such  person,  and  so  as  the  same  do  not  exceed 
in  the  whole  the  space  of  three  years. 

(Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor,"  *  passed  the  ninth  day  of  March,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-one,1  hath 
been  found  by  experience  to  be  of  great  public  utility: 

[Section  VII. ]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  act,  and  every  article, 
clause,  matter  and  thing  therein  contained,  is  hereby  revived, 
re-enacted  and  made  perpetual,  except  the  clause  limiting  the 
continance  thereof,  and  such  other  parts  thereof  as  are  hereby 
altered,  amended  and  supplied  or  relate  to  the  mayor,  recorder 
and  alderman  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  whose  authority,  juris- 
diction and  power,  granted  by  the  said  act,  shall  be  exercised 
by  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  said  city,  or  any  three  of 
them,  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the  act  passed  the  four- 
teenth day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-seven.1 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  better  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
the  district  of  Southwark  and  the  townships  of  Moyamensing, 
Passyunk  and  the  Northern  Liberties,  in  the  county  of  Phila- 
delphia," 8  passed  the  second  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  and  also  an  act,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,"4  passed  the  twenty-seventh 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-nine,  are  hereby  repealed  and  made  void. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  better  employment  of  the  poor  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  the  district  of  Southwark,  the  townships  of  Moya- 
mensing, Passyunk  and  Northern  Liberties," 5  passed  the  eighth 
day  of  February,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 

l  Passed  March  9,  1771,  Chapter  635. 
%  Passed  March  14,  1777,  Chapter  746. 
*  Passed  April  2, 1779,  Chapter  839. 
4  Passed  November  27,  1779*  Chapter  873. 
6  Passed  February  8,  1766,  Chapter  634. 
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sixty-six,  as  incorporates  the  township  of  Passyunk  with  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  the  district  of  Southwark  and  the  town- 
ships of  Moyamensing  and  Northern  Liberties  is  hereby  re 
pealed  and  made  void. 

Passed  March  25,  1782.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  486,  etc.See  the 
Act  of  Assembly  passed  March  27,  1789,  Chapter  1410;  June  13, 1836, 
P.  L.  541. 


CHAPTER  CMLXIII. 


AN  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  THE  SUBSCRIBERS  TO  THE  BANK  OP  NORTH 

AMERICA. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  from  a  conviction  of  the  support  which  the  finances 
of  the  United  States  would  receive  from  the  establishment  of 
a  national  bank,  passed  an  ordinance  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers for  this  purpose,  by  the  name  and  style  of  "The  Presi- 
dent, Directors  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  North  America:" 

And  whereas,  the  president  and  directors  of  the  said  bank 
have  applied  to  this  house  for  a  similar  act  of  incorporation, 
which  request  it  is  proper  and  reasonable  to  grant: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and  it 
is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  those  who  are,  and  those 
who  shall  become  subscribers  to  the  said  bank,  be  and  forever 
hereafter  shall  be  a  corporation  and  body  politic  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  by  the  name  and  style  of  "The  President,  Direct- 
ors and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  North  America.,, 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  are  hereby 
declared  and  made  able  and  capable  in  law  to  have,  purchase, 
receive,  possess,  enjoy  and  retain  lands,  rents,  tenements,  here- 
ditaments, goods,  chattels  and  effects  of  what  kind,  nature  or 
quality  soever,  to  the  amount  of  ten  millions  of  Spanish  silver 
milled  dollars,  and  no  more.     And  also  to  sell,  grant,  demise, 
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alien,  or  dispose  of  the  same  lands,  rents,  tenements,  heredita- 
ments, goods,  chattels  and  effects. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  be  and 
shall  be  forever  hereafter  able  and  capable  in  law  to  sue  and 
be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  answer  and  be  answered  unto, 
defend  and  be  defended  in  courts  of  record  or  any  other  place 
whatsoever,  and  to  do  and  execute  all  and  singular  other 
matters  and  things,  that  to  them  shall  or  may  appertain  to  do. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  for  the  well  governing  of  the 
said  corporation  and  the  ordering  of  their  affairs  they  shall 
have  such  officers  as  they  shall  hereafter  direct  or  appoint: 
Provided  nevertheless,  That  twelve  directors,  one  of  whom  shall 
be  the  president  of  the  corporation,  be  of  the  number  of  their 
officers. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  Thomas  Willing  be  the  present 
president,  and  that  the  said  Thomas  Willing  and  Thomas  Pitz- 
simons,  John  Maxwell  Nesbitt,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Hill, 
Samuel  Osgood,  Cadwallader  Morris,  Samuel  Inglis,  Samuel 
Meredith,  William  Bingham,  Timothy  Matlack  and  Andrew 
Caldwell  be  the  present  directors  of  the  said  corporation,  and 
shall  so  continue  until  another  president  and  other  directors 
shall  be  chosen,  according  to  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the 
said  corporation. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  president  and  directors 
of  the  said  corporation  shall  be  capable  of  exercising  such  pow- 
ers for  the  well  governing  and  ordering  of  the  affairs  of  the 
said  corporation  and  of  holding  such  occasional  meetings  for 
that  purpose  as  shall  be  described,  fixed  and  determined  by  the 
laws,  regulations  and  ordinances  of  the  said  corporation. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation 
may  make,  ordain,  establish  and  put  in  execution  such  laws, 
ordinances  and  regulations  as  shall  seem  necessary  and  con- 
venient for  the  government  of  the  said  corporation. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


408  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  [1781 

(Section  IX,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  nothing  herein- 
before contained  shall  be  construed  to  authorize  the  said  cor^ 
poration  to  exercise  any  powers  in  this  state  repugnant  to  the 
laws  or  constitution  thereof. 

[Section  VIII. ]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  shall  have 
full  power  and  authority  to  make,  have  and  use  a  common 
seal,  with  such  device  and  inscription  as  they  shall  think 
proper,  and  the  same  to  break,  alter  and  renew  at  their  pleasure. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  this  act  shall  be  construed  and 
taken  most  favorably  and  beneficially  for  the  said  corporation. 

Passed  April  1,  1782.  Recorded  L.  6.  No.  1,  p.  484,  etc.  The  Act 
in  the  text  was  repealed  by  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  September 
13,  1786,  Chapter  1178,  and  was  revived  by  the  Act  of  Assembly 
passed  March  17,  1787,  Chapter  1278. 


CHAPTER  CMLXIV. 


AN  ACT  TO  VEST  CERTAIN  POWERS  IN  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THIS 
STATE,  TOGETHER  WITH  THE  OTHER  OFFICERS  THEREIN  NAMED, 
AND  FOR  OTHER  PURPOSES  THEREIN  MENTIONED. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  many  delays  have  been  occasioned 
in  transacting  the  business  of  the  land  office  of  this  state  by 
reason  of  doubts  which  remained  with  the  different  officers, 
touching  their  power  of  determining  many  controversies  on 
caveats,  which  stand  undetermined  on  the  books  of  said  office, 
as  well  as  a  great  variety  of  other  cases  touching  escheats,  war- 
rants granted  to  agree,  rights  of  pre-emption,  promises  and 
other  imperfect  titles: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  L]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the 
Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General 
Assembly  met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the 
president  or  vice-president  and  a  member  of  the  supreme  ex- 
ecutive council,  appointed  by  the  council  for  that  purpose,  to- 
gether with  the  secretary  of  the  land  office,  the  receiver-general 
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and  the  surveyor-general  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  a  board 
of  property,  to  hear  and  determine  in  all  cases  of  contro- 
versy on  caveats  in  all  matters  of  difficulty  or  irregularlity, 
touching  escheats,  warrants  on  escheats,  warrants  to  agree, 
rights  of  pre-emption,  promises,  imperfect  titles  or  otherwise 
which  heretofore  have,  or  hereafter  may,  arise  in  transacting 
the  business  of  the  said  land  office.  And  the  secretary  of  the 
land  office  is  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  receive  and 
enter  caveats  in  his  said  office,  copies  whereof  to  be  transmitted 
to  and  entered  in  the  surveyor-general's  office;  and  the  said 
secretary  of  the  land  office,  shall  with  the  approbation  and  con- 
sent of  the  president  or  vice-president,  appoint  days  of  hearing, 
and  shall  grant  citations,  at  the  reasonable  request  of  any  party 
or  person  applying  for  the  same,  or  otherwise,  as  the  case  may 
require,  for  which  said  services  they,  the  said  officers  of  the 
land  office,  shall  take  and  receive  such  fees  only  as  were  cus- 
tomary at  the  former  board  of  property. 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  Provided  always  nevertheless,  That  no 
determination  of  this  board  of  property  shall  be  deemed,  taken 
or  construed  to  extend,  in  any  measure  whatever,  to  the  pre- 
venting either  of  the  parties  from  bringing  their  action  at  the 
common  law,  either  for  the  recovery  of  possession  or  determin- 
ing damages  for  waste  or  trespass,  but  the  courts  of  law  shall 
remain  open  to  the  said  parties  in  as  full  and  ample  manner 
as  if  no  determination  had  ever  been  given. 

(Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  was  enacted  by  the  sixth 
and  seventh  sections  of  a  law  of  this  state,  passed  the  ninth 
day  of  April  last,  entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  a  land  office 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  *  that  in  cases  where 
any  office  right  issued  before  the  tenth  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  had  not  been  exe- 
cuted, that  the  owner  or  owners  should  make  application  within 
one  year,  and  pay  a  third  part  of  the  purchase  money,  to  the 
receiver-general,  before  any  survey  shall  be  made;  and  that 
all  payments  for  lands  taken  up  on  any  office  right  whatever 
shall  be  made,  one-fourth  part  in  one  year,  another  fourth  part 
in  two  years,  another  fourth  part  in  three  years,  and  the  residue 

i  Passed  April  9, 1781,  Chapter  940. 
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in  four  years  from  the  passing  of  the  said  suet,  which  respective 
times  or  periods  are  found,  on  experience  and  reflection,  much 
too  short  for  the  purpose  aforesaid : 

[Section  II.  ]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  the  said  respective  times  and  periods  are  enlarged 
over  and  above  the  dates  and  times  mentioned  in  said  act  for 
the  space  of  two  years. 

(Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  was  enacted  by  the  ninth 
section  of  the  law  aforesaid,  that  all  lands  within  this  state, 
heretofore  surveyed  under  any  grant,  warrant,  location  or  other 
office  right,  shall  be  returned  into  the  surveyor-general's  office 
(if  not  already  returned)  in  the  space  of  nine  months  after  pass- 
ing the  said  act,  which  time  is  already  expired,  and  it  is  found 
that  very  few  have  called  on  the  late  deputy  surveyors  for  their 
drafts,  or  to  discharge  the  fees  due  on  the  same,  and  a  literal 
observance  of  the  said  act  would  involve  not  only  the  late 
deputy  surveyors,  but  the  owners  of  lands  in  manifest  loss  and 
inconvenience: 

[Section  III.]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  surveyor-general 
of  this  state  to  receive  returns  of  such  surveys  as  shall  appear 
to  him  to  have  been  faithfully  and  regularly  made,  from  the 
said  late  deputy  surveyors,  their  heirs  or  legal  representatives, 
for  such  further  period  as  to  him  shall  seem  just  and  reason- 
able. And  that  there  shall  no  action,  loss  or  damage  accrue 
to  any  person  or  persons  by  reason  of  neglect  in  complying  with 
the  aforesaid  clause  or  section  before  the  passing  of  this  act. 

(Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  the  receiver-general  of  the 
land  office  formerly  received  a  salary  from  the  late  proprie- 
taries of  Pennsylvania  and  no  fees  were  annexed  to  his  office. 
In  order,  therefore,  for  the  support  of  the  present  receiver-gen- 
eral: 

[Section  IV.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
the  receiver-general  shall,  for  his  trouble  and  expenses,  have 
and  receive  fees  as  follows,  viz. : 

For  every  search  in  his  office,  one  shilling  and  six  pence. 

For  receiving,  booking  and  giving  a  receipt  for  any  sum  on 
account,  in  part,  two  shillings  and  six  pence. 
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For  every  copy  of  account,  or  other  transcript  from  the  books, 
one  penny  per  line. 

For  office  seal  and  certificate,  two  shillings  and  six  pence. 

For  final  settlement,  calculation,  closing  the  account,  receiv- 
ing the  money,  and  giving  a  receipt,  including  necessary 
searches,  seventeen  shillings  and  six  pence. 

For  a  certificate  to  the  supreme  executive  council  of  moneys 
paid  previous  to  the  execution  of  a  patent,  two  shillings  and 
six  pence. 

Which  said  fees  shall  be  in  full  of  all  dues  or  demands 
by  him  to  be  made,  in  any  cases  whatsoever. 

(Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  the  aforesaid  sixth,  seventh  and 
ninth  sections  of  the  law  aforesaid,  so  far  as  respect  the  periods 
and  times  in  the  same  respectively  mentioned,  and  no  further, 
are  hereby  altered  and  repealed. 

Passed  April  5,  1782.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  482,  etc.  See  the 
Acts  of  Assembly  passed  April  1,  1784,  Chapter  1094;  September  16, 
1785,  Chapter  1180;  January  8,  1791,  Chapter  1522. 


CHAPTER  CMLXV. 


AN  ACT  FOR  GUARDING  AND  DEFENDING  THE  NAVIGATION  IN  THE 
BAY  AND  RIVER  DELAWARE,  AND  FOR  OTHER  PURPOSES  THEREIN 
MENTIONED. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  the  trade  of  this  state  hath  of  late 
been  much  annoyed  by  the  privateers  and  boats  of  the  enemy 
cruising  in  Delaware  bay,  and  the  neighborhood  thereof,  where- 
by many  vessels  have  been  captured,  as  well  of  those  going  out 
and  returning  from  sea,  as  of  the  bay  and  river  craft  plying 
between  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  states  of  New  Jersey 
and  Delaware,  to  the  great  loss  of  many  individuals,  and  the 
manifest  injury  of  the  trade  of  this  commonwealth: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  is  expedient  and  necessary 
that  an  armed  force  should  be  provided  and  supported,  to  pro- 
tect and  facilitate  commerce  by  guarding  and  defending  the 
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navigation  in  the  said  bay  and  river,  and  the  neighborhood 
thereof,  and  that  suitable  funds  should  be  appropriated  for  the 
expense  thereof: 

[Section  L]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  That  John  Patton,  Francis  Gurney  [and]  William  Alii- 
bone  be  appointed  commissioners  to  purchase,  or  otherwise  pro- 
cure, equip,  man  and  to  arm,  furnish,  support  and  manage 
such  suitable  vessel  or  vessels,  as  to  them  shall  seem  proper 
and  fitting  for  the  protection  and  defense  of  the  navigation  in 
and  near  the  said  bay  and  river;  which  armament,  or  such 
part  thereof  as  they  shall  think  necessary,  shall  be  continued 
and  kept  in  service  for  so  long  a  time,  during  the  present  war, 
as  they  shall  think  necessary  or  till  otherwise  directed  by  the 
general  assembly. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  commissioners  shall 
report  to  the  supreme  executive  council  ^very  such  vessel  or 
vessels  as  they  shall  have  so  purchased  or  procured  and 
equipped  for  the  service  aforesaid,  and  the  supreme  executive 
council  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  appoint  and  com- 
mission the  proper  officers  for  such  vessel  or  vessels. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  each  and  every  of  the  said 
commissioners  shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  ap- 
pointment, take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation  of  office,  to 
wit: 

I,  A.  B.,  do  swear  or  affirm  that  I  will  well  and  truly  execute 
and  perform  the  several  duties  enjoined  and  prescribed  by  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  for  guarding  and  defending  the  navigation 
in  the  bay  and  river  Delaware,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned. " 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  commissioners  shall, 
as  often  as  they  shall  be  ordered  and  directed  by  the  supreme 
executive  council,  lay  before  the  said  executive  council  a  state 
of  their  proceedings  in  the  execution  of  their  office,  and  also 
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an  account  of  their  receipts  and  expenditures,  accompanied 
with  suitable  documents  and  vouchers. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  moneys  arising  from  the 
tonnage  on  vessels,  by  virtue  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  ap- 
pointing wardens  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned,"  *  passed  the  twenty-sixth  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
three,  except  so  much  thereof  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  pur- 
poses mentioned  in  the  said  act,  to  be  ascertained  from  time 
to  time  by  the  supreme  executive  council,  and  the  moneys 
which  have  arisen  since  the  twenty-third  day  of  March  last, 
and  which  shall  hereafter  arise  from  the  duties  collected  and 
to  be  collected  by  virtue  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  an  im- 
post on  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  imported  into  this  state,"* 
passed  the  twenty-third  day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty,  be  and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  be  ap- 
propriated for  and  towards  a  fund  for  defraying  the  expense 
of  procuring  and  maintaining  such  armament  aforesaid,  and 
shall  continue  to  be  applied  to  that  purpose,  and  to  no  other, 
any  former  appropriation  thereof  notwithstanding,  for  so  long 
a  time  as  the  said  commissioners  shall  think  proper  to  continue 
such  armament,  or  fill  otherwise  directed  by  the  general  as- 
sembly, and  until  the  expense  thereof  and  the  debts  which  shall 
have  been  contracted  therefor  shall  be  fully  paid  and  satisfied 
out  of  the  same,  together  with  such  other  funds  as  are  or  shall 
be  appropriated  to  that  purpose. 

(Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  the  funds  hereinbefore 
mentioned  may  be  insufficient  to  enable  the  said  commission- 
ers to  raise  the  sum  necessary  to  provide  the  said  armament 
so  speedily  as  may  be  requisite,  and  the  merchants  and  traders 
have  signified  their  willingness  to  submit  to  a  further  impost 
on  the  importation  of  goods  for  this  salutary  purpose: 

[Section  VI. ]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act  there  shall  be  raised,  col- 
lected and  paid,  upon  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  im- 

l  Passed  February  26, 1773,  Chapter  671. 
*  Passed  December  23,  1780,  Chapter  926. 
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ported  into  this  state  (except  on  common  salt,  saltpetre,  gun- 
powder, lead,  shot,  prize  goods  brought  in  for  condemnation 
and  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  of  the  growth,  produce  and 
manufacture  of  any  of  the  United  States  of  America),  in  addi- 
tion to  and  besides  the  duties  or  imposts  made  payable  by  the 
aforesaid  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  an  impost  on  goods,  wares 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  this  state,  *  passed  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty, 
a  further  impost  or  duty,  equal  to  the  impost  or  duty  in  the 
said  act  mentioned  and  directed  to  be  received.  That  is  to  say, 
upon  every  gallon  of  rum,  brandy,  and  other  spirituous  liquors, 
two  pence;  upon  every  gallon  of  Madeira  wine,  four  pence;  upon 
every  gallon  of  other  wine,  two  pence,  upon  all  wines  in  bottles, 
six  pence  per  dozen  bottles;  upon  every  hundred  weight  of  un- 
refined sugar,  one  shilling;  upon  every  hundred  weight  of  loaf 
sugar,  one  shilling  and  six  pence;  upon  every  gallon  of  molasses, 
one  penny;  upon  every  hundred  weight  of  coffee,  one  shilling; 
upon  every  pound  of  green  tea,  six  pence;  upon  every  pound  of 
Bohea  and  other  tea,  one  penny;  upon  all  other  goods  and  mer- 
chandise (except  as  before  excepted),  one  per  centum  upon  the 
value  thereof,  to  be  ascertained  as  in  and  by  the  said  act  is  men- 
tioned and  directed. 

(Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  to  the  end  that  [the]  additional 
duties  hereby  imposed  may  be  duly  collected  and  paid: 

[Section  VII.]  Be  it  further  enacted  and  declared,  That  all 
the  powers  and  authorities,  and  the  penalties,  regulations  and 
directions,  given  and  expressed  in  and  by  the  said  act,  entitled 
"An  act  for  an  impost  on  goods,  wares  and  merchandise,  im- 
ported into  this  state," x  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  extended 
and  made  applicable  to  the  collection  of  the  further  duties  here- 
by imposed,  as  fully  and  amply  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  if 
the  same  was  herein  repeated  and  enumerated. 

[Section  VIII. ]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  said  commissioners  to  procure  on  loan  such  sum  and  sums 
of  money  as  they  shall  find  necessary  (not  exceeding  in  the 

i  Passed  December  23,  1780,  Chapter  925. 
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whole  twenty-five  thousand  pounds)  to  be  repaid  with  interest, 
out  of  the  produce  of  the  said  funds,  and  the  commissioners  are 
hereby  authorized  to  draw,  from  time  to  time,  as  they  shall  find 
occasion  out  of  the  hands  of  the  collectors,  the  moneys  arising 
from  the  duties  herein  appropriated,  and  to  apply  the  same  to 
the  repayment  of  the  moneys  so  borrowed,  or  to  such  other  pur- 
poses within  the  meaning  of  this  act  as  they  shall  think  expe- 
dient, and  the  collector  of  the  said  duties  is  hereby  directed  to 
make  payment  as  aforesaid  to  the  said  commissioners,  the  direc- 
tions contained  in  any  former  act  or  acts  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

(Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  in  order  to  enable  the  said  commis- 
sioners to  borrow  or  procure  upon  loan  such  sum  or  sums  of 
money  as  may  be  necessary  for  carrying  into  execution  the  ser- 
vice herein  directed: 

[Section  IX.]  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  all  and  every  contract  which  they  shall  find  it  [nec- 
essary to  make]  for  that  purpose  shall  be  and  is  declared  to  be 
hereby  fully  ratified  and  confirmed,  and  that  the  funds  herein- 
before assigned  shall  be  mortgaged  and  pledged  for  the  re-pay- 
ment of  all  such  moneys  so  to  be  borrowed  and  expended,  until 
the  whole  shall  be  fully  paid. 

(Section  XII,  P.  L.)  Provided  nevertheless,  That  no  premium 
or  interest  shall  be  allowed  for  any  such  moneys  which  shall 
amount  to  above  six  per  centum  per  annum. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  Provided  also,  and  be  it 
further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  addi- 
tional duties  hereby  imposed  and  laid  shall  continue  no  longer 
than,  in  conjunction  with  the  other  duties  hereby  appropriated, 
they  shall  produce  a  sufficient  sum  to  discharge  the  loan  herein- 
before mentioned  and  specified. 

(Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  is  proper  to  ascertain 
what  proportion  of  the  prize  money  which  may  arise  from  cap- 
tures which  may  be  made  by  the  said  armament,  or  any  part 
thereof,  shall  be  given  to  the  officers,  mariners  and  marines 
employed  therein: 

[Section  XL]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
there  shall  be  reserved  to  the  use  of  the  state  one-half  the 
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net  proceeds  of  the  prize  money  which  shall  arise  from  cap- 
tures made  by  the  said  armament,  or  any  part  thereof,  of  all 
vessels,  goods  and  condemnable  articles,  except  the  body, 
tackle,  apparel,  furniture  and  appurtenaces  of  cruising  vessels, 
not  being  merchant  vessels;  and  that  the  residue  of  the  prize 
money  arising  from  such  captures  as  are  not  included  in  the 
said  exception,  together  with  the  whole  of  the  net  proceeds 
of  such  prizes  as  come  within  the  said  exception,  shall  be  paid 
to  the  officers,  mariners,  marines  and  others  employed  in  actual 
service  in  the  said  armament,  in  such  proportions  as  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  be  agreed  upon  by  the  articles  of  agreement  made 
between  the  agents  or  commissioners  for  conducting  and  man- 
aging the  said  armament  and  the  said  officers,  mariners  and 
marines. 

Passed  April  9,  1782.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  479,  etc.  See  the 
Acts  of  Assembly  passed  April  15,  1782,  Chapter  984;  November 
22,  1782,  Chapter  998.  The  Act  in  the  text  was  repealed  by  the  Act 
of  Assembly  passed  September  17, 1788,  Chapter  1082* 


CHAPTER  CMLXVL 


A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  AN  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  ESTABLISHING 
COURTS  OF  JUDICATURE  IN  THIS  PROVINCE."  l 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  by  an  act  of  general  assembly 
of  the  late  province  of  Pennsylvania,  now  in  force  within  this 
commonwealth,  entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  courts  of  judi- 
cature in  this  province,"  *  it  is  provided  "that  if  any  defendant 
or  defendants  in  any  suit  or  action,  by  reason  of  his  or  their 
sudden  departure  out  of  this  province,  shall  require  a  more 
speedy  determination  in  such  action  or  suit  than  can  be  ob- 
tained by  the  common  or  ordinary  rules  of  proceedings  in  any 
of  the  courts  of  common  pleas  in  this  province,  the  justices, 
upon  application  to  them  made,  shall,  grant  to  such  defendant 
or  defendants,  special  courts  and  shall  proceed  to  hear  and 


i  Passed  May  22, 1722,  Chapter  26*. 
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determine  the  premises  according  to  the  course  and  practice 
of  the  said  courts  of  common  pleas  and  for  the  usual  fees  therein 
taken:" 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  is  but  just  and  reasonable 
that  any  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  in  any  suit  or  action  who  is  or 
are  about  to  depart  out  of  this  commonwealth  should  be  enti- 
tled to  the  like  speedy  relief  with  any  such  defendant  or  de- 
fendants, more  especially  since  the  late  revolution,  which  hath 
induced  many  foreigners  to  come  into  this  commonwealth  on  the 
business  of  commerce  and  other  lawful  occasions,  and  who 
may  have  received  injuries  against  which  they  cannot,  by  the 
laws  now  in  force,  obtain  that  speedy  relief  which  the  nature 
of  their  respective  cases  and  the  exigencies  of  their  affairs  may 
require: 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  For  remedy  whereof  and  for  the  better 
securing  speedy  and  ample  justice  to  all  such  person  and  per- 
sons : 

[Section  L]  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the 
Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  That  if  any  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs,  defendant  or  defend- 
ants, in  any  suit  or  action  that  may  at  any  time  or  times  here- 
after be  depending  in  the  supreme  court,  or  in  any  of  the  courts 
of  common  pleas  within  this  commonwealth,  for  debts  con- 
tracted after  the  passing  of  this  act,  by  reason  of  his  or  their 
sudden  departure  therefrom  shall  require  a  more  speedy  deter- 
mination in  such  suit  or  action  than  can  be  obtained  by  the 
common  or  ordinary  rules  of  proceedings  in  the  said  courts,  the 
justices  of  the  said  supreme  court  and  of  the  said  courts  of 
common  pleas,  respectively,  shall,  on  application  to  them  made 
for  that  purpose,  and  upon  giving  security  for  costs,  if  required, 
grant  to  such  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs,  special  courts  and  shall, 
without  the  usual  imparlances,  proceed  to  hear  and  determine 
the  premises  according  to  the  course  and  practice  of  the  said 
courts,  respectively,  and  for  the  usual  and  customary  fees 
therein  taken. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  provision  made  for  the  speedy 
27— X 
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relief  of  such  defendant  or  defendants  as  in  and  by  the  said- 
recited  act  is  or  are  mentioned,  in  the  several  courts  of  common 
pleas,  shall  be  and  the  same  hereby  is  extended  to  all  such 
defendant  or  defendants  in  any  suit  or  action  which  shall  here- 
after be  depending  in  the  said  supreme  court  of  this  common- 
wealth. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  noth- 
ing in  this  act  or  in  the  said-recited  act  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued, deemed  or  taken  to  bar  or  prevent  any  such  plaintiff 
or  defendant,  upon  reasonable  cause  shown  from  being  allowed 
a  convenient  and  sufficient  time,  under  all  the  circumstances 
of  his,  her  or  their  case,  to  procure  such  testimony  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  support  of  his,  her  or  their  suit,  action  or 
defense. 

Passed  April  10, 1782.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  489,  etc.  The  Act 
in  the  text  was  repealed  by  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  March  27, 
1789,  Chapter  1418. 


CHAPTER  CMLXVIL 


A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  ACT,  ENTITLED   "AN  ACT  FOR  REGULATING 
NAVIGATION  AND  TRADE  IN  THIS  STATE."  1 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  it  is  necessary  in  time  of  war  to 
avoid  strengthening  the  hands  of  our  enemies  by  consuming 
their  manufactures  and  encouraging  and  increasing  their  com- 
merce, at  the  same  time  that  it  is  expedient  to  promote  and 
encourage  a  commercial  intercourse  with  our  allies  and  other 
nations  in  amity  with  us: 

And  whereas,  the  laws  now  existing  have  been  found  insuffi- 
cient for  these  salutary  purposes  and  in  some  instances  incon- 
venient: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Represen- 
tatives of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

i  Passed  September  10,  1778,  Chapter  815. 
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That  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  war  between  the 
United  States  of  America  and  Great  Britain,  no  goods,  wares 
or  merchandise  of  the  growth,  produce  or  manufacture  of  Great 
Britain,  or  any  of  her  dominions,  except  as  hereinafter  is  ex- 
cepted, shall  be  imported  by  land  or  water  into  this  state,  nor 
shall  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandise  of  any  kind  whatso- 
ever be  imported  into  this  state  from  Great  Britain  or  any 
of  her  dominions,  on  pain  of  confiscation  of  all  such  goods,  wares 
and  merchandise,  one-half  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  informer 
or  prosecutor,  and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  this  common- 
wealth, to  be  recovered  either  by  seizure  of  such  goods  in  nature 
of  an  attachment  and  prosecution  in  rem,  or  by  an  action  of 
debt  against  the  importer  for  the  value  of  such  goods,  wares 
and  merchandise  in  any  court  of  record  in  this  state:  Pro- 
vided, That  such  action  or  prosecution  be  brought  and  com- 
menced within  six  months  from  the  time  the  cause  shall  have 
arisen. 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  goods,  wares  and 
merchandise  taken  as  prize  and  coming  into  any  port  in  this 
commonwealth  for  trial  and  condemnation,  or  bona  fide  pur- 
chased as  such  in  any  port  or  place  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States,  and  duly  certified  as  hereinafter  is  directed, 
and  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  imported  from  any  port  or 
place  in  the  dominions  of  France,  Spain  or  the  United  Pro- 
vinces or  other  powers  at  open  war  with  Great  Britain  shall 
not  be  liable  to  confiscation,  seizure  or  molestation  by  virtue  of 
this  act. 

(Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  is  expedient,  as  well  to 
guard  against  the  importation  of  goods  of  the  growth,  manufac- 
ture or  produce  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  dominions  thereof 
from  neutral  ports  and  from  such  of  the  United  States  as  have 
not  provided  sufficiently  by  law  against  the  importation  of 
British  goods  as  to  encourage  and  protect  the  importation  of 
such  goods  as  may  be  lawfully  imported  from  such  ports,  that 
the  rules  necessary  to  be  observed  in  such  importations  should 
be  clearly  ascertained  and  described: 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
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every  captain,  master  or  commander  of  any  ship  or  vessel  com- 
ing into  any  port  in  this  state  to  enter  and  discharge,  from  any 
neutral  port  or  place,  shall  deliver  to  the  naval  officer,  together 
with  the  manifest  of  the  cargo  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  a  certifi- 
cate or  certificates  respecting  every  shipment  or  parcel  of  the 
goods,  wares  or  merchandise  imported  in  such  vessel,  which 
certificates  respectively  shall  contain  in  substance  the  follow- 
ing requisite,  to  wit:  a  list  or  account  of  the  casks,  bales  or 
packages  of  such  shipment  or  parcel  of  goods,  with  their  re- 
spective marks  and  numbers  and  a  general  account  of  the  kinds, 
quantity  and  quality  of  the  articles  contained  in  each  cask, 
bale  or  package,  and  a  declaration,  on  oath  or  affirmation,  of 
the  shipper  or  exporter  of  such  goods,  wares  and  merchandise, 
that  neither  the  same,  or  any  part  or  parcel  thereof  are  of  the 
growth,  produce  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain,  or  of  any  do- 
minion or  territory  thereunto  belonging  or  appertaining;  which 
oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  administered  by  the  principal  officer 
of  the  customs,  or  by  a  notary  public  or  by  such  other  officer 
in  the  port  or  place  of  shipment  as  shall  be  authorized  by  the 
government  of  the  country  to  administer  oaths  and  affirma- 
tions and  authenticate  testimony  of  the  like  nature,  which 
oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  certified  under  the  hand  and  of- 
ficial seal  of  such  officer,  and  that,  from  and  after  the  passing 
of  this  act  as  aforesaid,  every  captain,  master  or  commander 
of  any  ship  or  vessel  coming  into  any  port  in  this  state  as 
aforesaid,  from  any  other  port  in  the  United  States,  shall  deliver 
to  the  naval  officer,  in  like  manner,  such  certificate  or  certifi- 
cates as  are  above  required  for  goods  coming  from  neutral 
ports,  save  only  that  in  case  any  part  of  the  cargo  of  such 
ship  or  vessel  shall  be  of  the  growth,  produce  or  manufacture 
of  Great  Britain,  or  [of]  any  of  her  dominions,  it  shall  be 
certified  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  principal  officer  of  the 
customs  or  of  the  judge,  register  or  marshal  of  the  court  of  ad- 
miralty, either  on  the  knowledge  of  such  officer  or  on  the  oath 
or  affirmation  of  the  person  shipping  the  goods,  that  such  goods, 
wares  and  merchandise  were  taken  as  prize  and  have  been 
legally  condemned  as  such,  or  sold  by  order  of  the  court  of 
admiralty.     And  that  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  im- 
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ported  into  this  state  from  and  after  the  time  aforesaid,  other 
than  such  as  are  hereinbefore  excepted,  not  being  accompanied 
by  and  included  in  such  certificate  or  certificates  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  liable  to  seizure  and  confiscation  as  aforesaid,  as  goods, 
wares  or  merchandise  of  the  growth,  produce  or  manufacture 
of  Great  Britain  or  the  dominions  thereof. 

(Section  VI,  P.  L.)  Provided  nevertheless,  That  if  on  proof 
of  the  claimant  of  such  goods  that  such  certificate  or  certifi- 
cates have  been  obtained,  and  are  lost  or  destroyed  by  accident 
or  from  other  good  cause  it  shall  appear  to  the  court  reasonable 
and  proper  to  grant  further  time  for  the  recovery  of  such  cer- 
tificates or  for  obtaining  others  in  their  stead,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  such  court,  having  cognizance  thereof,  to 
grant  such  further  reasonable  time  as  to  the  court  shall  seem 
proper. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  so  much  of  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  for  regulating  navigation  and  trade  in  this 
state,"1  passed  the  tenth  of  September,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-eight,  as  is  hereby  altered  and  amended 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  April  10,  1782.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  490,  etc    The 
Act  in  the  text  was  repealed  by  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  Sep- 
tember 20,  1782,  Chapter  98i. 


CHAPTER  CMLXVIIL 


AN  ACT  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF  JOHN  AMIEL  AN  INSOLVENT  DEBTOR, 
CONFINED  IN  THE  OLD  GAOL  OF  THE  CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  PHILA- 
DELPHIA. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  John  Aniiel,  a  prisoner  confined 
in  the  gaol  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  for  debt,  by 
his  petition  to  this  house,  hath  set  forth  that  by  reason  of 

i  Passed  September  10,  1778,  Chapter  816. 
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misfortunes  he  is  wholly  unable  to  satisfy  his  creditors,  and 
hath  prayed  that  he  may  be  discharged  from  further  confine- 
ment; and  the  house  having  thereupon,  by  their  committee, 
caused  due  and  full  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  circumstances 
of  the  said  John  AmiePs  case,  and  the  prayer  of  his  said  petition 
being  found  reasonable  and  necessary: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  [Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvaina  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  county  court  of 
common  pleas  in  and  for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia 
(by  the  process  of  which  court  the  said  John  Amiel  hath  been 
committed)  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  required, 
upon  the  petition  of  the  said  John  Amiel,  to  grant  [unto]  him 
the  like  relief  as  by  the  laws  of  this  state  is  provided  and 
enacted  for  insolvent  debtors,  who  are  confined  in  execution  for 
debt,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  to  any  one 
person: 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  same  court,  upon  such 
petition  being  made  to  them  by  the  said  John  Amiel,  for  his 
discharge  as  aforesaid,  shall  thereupon  proceed  in  all  things 
conformably  to  the  purport,  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
several  acts  of  assembly  now  in  force  in  this  commonwealth 
for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors  not  owing  more  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  to  one  person,  as  aforesaid,  that  their 
discharges  be  equally  valid  and  effectual,  and  their  proceedings 
equally  good  and  binding  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatso- 
ever. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  be  it 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  creditor  or 
creditors  of  the  said  John  Amiel  do  not  or  shall  not  reside  in  this 
state  at  the  time  of  such  proceeding  before  the  same  court, 
that  the  service  of  notice  of  the  application  of  the  said  court, 
or  of  any  rule  or  order  of  the  same  court  in  the  premises,  on 
the  known  agent  or  attorney  of  such  creditor  or  creditors  within 
this  state,  shall  be  equally  good  and  effectual  as  if  the  same 
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notice  or  notices  were  served  on  such  creditor  or  creditors  in 
person. 

Passed  April  13,  1782.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  492,  etc.  See  the 
Acts  of  Assembly  passed  September  18,  1785,  Chapter  1179;  April 
19, 1794,  Chapter  1756. 


CHAPTER  CMLXIX. 


AN  ACT  FOR  ERECTING  THE  TOWN  OF  CARLISLE,  IN  THE  COUNTY 
OF  CUMBERLAND,  INTO  A  BOROUGH;  FOR  REGULATING  THE  BUILD- 
INGS, PREVENTING  NUISANCES,  AND  ENCROACHMENTS  ON  THE 
COMMONS,  SQUARES,  STREETS,  LANES  AND  ALLEYS  OF  THE  SAME, 
AND  FOR  OTHER  PURPOSES  THEREIN  MENTIONED. 

Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Carlisle  have  repre- 
sented by  their  petition  to  the  assembly  that  the  said  town 
has  greatly  improved  and  is  yearly  increasing  in  buildings  and 
number  of  inhabitants;  that  a  good  court  house  and  gaol  and 
three  churches  or  houses  for  public  worship  are  erected,  and 
that  the  courts  of  justice  for  the  county  are  held  there;  that  en- 
croachments and  nuisances  have  been  committed  in  the  public 
squares,  streets,  lanes,  alleys  and  commons  of  said  town;  that 
contentions  happen  relative  to  partition  walls  and  fences,  and 
a  variety  of  other  matter  to  the  great  annoyance  and  incon- 
venience of  the  inhabitants: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  it  is  necessary,  as  well  for 
the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  as  those  who 
trade  and  resort  there,  and  for  the  advantage  of  the  public  in 
general,  that  the  encroachments,  nuisances,  contentions,  an- 
noyances and  inconveniences  in  the  said  town  and  commons 
thereto  belonging  should,  for  the  future,  be  prevented: 

[Section  L]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  said  town  of  Carlisle  and 
commons  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  erected  into  a  bor- 
ough, which  shall  be  called  "The  Borough  of  Carlisle"  forever; 
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the  extent  of  which  borough  is  and  shall  be  comprised  within 
the  following  boundaries,  to  wit,  beginning  at  a  walnut  corner 
tree  of  land  now  of  Thomas  Wilson's  heirs,  being  a  post  at  the 
corner  of  the  widow  McDonald's  out-lots,  thence  by  the  said 
land  of  Thomas  Wilson's  heirs  adjoining  the  out-lots  south 
twenty-four  degrees  and  one-quarter  east  two  hundred  and 
thirty-three  perches  to  a  post  on  Letort  Spring,  thence  down 
the  said  spring  the  different  courses  thereof  fifty-nine  perches 
to  a  white  oak  at  the  corner  of  Jonathan  Holme's  land,  thence 
by  the  same  and  adjoining  out-lots  south  twenty-six  degrees 
east  one  hundred  and  twenty  perches  to  a  post,  thence  by  the 
same  south  sixty-one  degrees  east  one  hundred  and  twenty-one 
perches  to  a  hickory;  thence  by  the  same  south  forty-one  de- 
grees east  one  hundred  perches  to  a  white  oak  stump;  thence 
by  number  one,  of  the  small  tracts  of  land  sold  by  the  late 
proprietaries  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Carlisle  now  in 
the  possession  or  occupancy  of  James  Davis,  south  forty-nine 
degrees  west  ninety  perches  to  a  black  oak,  thence  by  Charles 
McClure's  land,  south  forty-nine  degrees  west  one  hundred  and 
tweny-nfne  perches  to  a  black  oak,  thence  by  the  same  north 
seventy-five  degrees  west  twenty-one  perches  to  a  post,  and 
south  forty  degrees  west  fifty  perches  to  a  black  oak,  and  north 
seventy-five  degrees  and  an  half  west  one  hundred  and  fifty-four 
perches  to  a  post  on  Letort  Spring,  thence  down  said  spring  the 
different  courses  thereof  forty-four  perches  to  a  post  on  the 
west  side  of  the  spring,  thence  by  the  said  Charles  McClure's 
land  in  right  (as  is  said)  of  Baynton  and  Wharton  south  eighty- 
nine  degrees  wesl  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  perches  and  ad- 
joining out-lots,  thence  by  the  same  adjoining  out-lots  and  com- 
mons belonging  to  the  town  north  eighty-one  degrees  west  one 
hundred  and  thirty-five  perches  to  a  post,  where  a  hickory  tree 
formerly  stood,  thence  by  Ephraim  Blaine's  land,  in  right  of 
Hugh  Parker,  and  the  late  proprietaries  (as  is  said)  and  by  John 
Smith's  and  Company's  land  north  one  hundred  and  eighty-one 
perches  to  a  post,  thence  by  the  said  John  Smith's  and  Com- 
pany's land  south  eighty  degrees  west  one  hundred  thirty-four 
perches  to  a  post,  thence  the  same  course  extending  by  Ephraim 
Blaine's  land  twenty-six  perches,  thence  north  eight  degrees 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1781]  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  425 

east  one  hundred  and  forty-two  perches  and  four-tenths  of  a 
perch  to  James  Young's  line,  including  the  out-lots,  thence  by 
the  said  James  Young's  line  south  forty-three  degrees  east 
seventy-four  perches  to  a  hickory,  and  adjoining  out-lots,  thence 
by  the  same  north  eighty-three  and  an  half  east  one  hundred 
perches  and  two-tenths  of  a  perch  to  a  stone  corner,  thence 
by  the  same  north  twenty-four  degrees  and  one-quarter  west 
fifty-nine  perches  to  a  post,  thence  by  the  same  north  eighty- 
seven  degrees  east  forty  perches  and  an  half  to  a  post,  thence 
by  the  same  and  Ross  Mitchell's  line  north  two  degrees  and 
a  half  we«t  one  hundred  and  seventy-seven  perches  to  a  post, 
thence  along  the  road  laid  out  through  Ephraim  Blaine's  land 
from  said  Mitchell's  line  to  said  Blaine's  mill  north  eighty-one 
degrees  and  a  half  west  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  perches 
to  the  road  leading  from  Carlisle  town  to  said  mill;  thence 
along  said  Carlisle  road  south  four  degrees  west  twenty-two 
perches  to  the  place  of  beginning,  including  the  town  of  Car- 
lisle, commons  and  all  the  out-lots. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  Robert  Miller  and  Samuel 
Postlethwaite  be  and  they  hereby  are  appointed  the  present 
burgesses,  and  the  said  Robert  Miller  shall  be  called  the  chief 
burgess  within  the  said  borough,  and  William  Irwin,  William 
Holmes,  James  Pollock  and  Casper  Cropt  assistants  for  advis- 
ing, aiding  and  assisting  the  said  burgesses  in  the  execution  of 
the  powers  and  authorities  herein  given  them;  and  Robert 
Smith  to  be  high  constable,  and  John  Heap  to  be  town  clerk, 
to  continue  burgesses,  assistants,  high  constable  and  town  clerk 
until  the  first  day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-three,  and  from  thence  until  others  shall  be  duly  elected 
and  appointed  in  their  place  as  hereinafter  is  directed. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  burgesses,  freehold- 
ers and  inhabitants  within  the  borough  aforesaid,  and  their 
successors  forever  hereafter,  shall  be  one  body  corporate  and 
politic  in  deed  and  name,  and  by  the  name  of  "The  Burgesses 
and  Inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Carlisle,"  in  the  county  of 
Cumberland,  one  body  corporate  and  politic  in  deed  and  name 
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are  hereby  fully  created,  constituted  and  confirmed;  and  by  the 
same  name  of  "The  Burgesses  and  Inhabitants  of  the  borough 
of  Carlisle,"  shall  have  a  perpetual  succession;  and  they  and 
their  successors,  by  the  name  of  "The  Burgesseis  and  Inhabit- 
ants of  the  borough  of  Carlisle,"  shall  at  all  times  hereafter 
be  persons  able  and  capable  in  law  to  have,  get,  receive  and 
possess  lands,  tenements,  rents,  liberties,  jurisdictions,  fran- 
chises and  hereditaments,  to  them  and  their  successors  in  fee 
simple  or  for  term  of  life,  lives,  years  or  otherwise,  and  also 
goods  and  chattels  and  other  things  of  what  nature  or  kind 
soever;  and  also  give,  grant,  let,  sell  and  assign  the  same  lands, 
tenements,  hereditaments,  goods  and  chattels  and  to  do  and 
execute  all  other  things  about  the  same  by  the  name  afore- 
said; and  they  shall  be  forever  hereafter  persons  able  and 
capable  in  law  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded, 
answer  and  be  answered  unto,  defend  and  be  defended,  in  all 
or  any  of  the  courts  within  this  commonwealth  or  other  places 
and  before  any  judges,  justices  or  other  persons  whatsoever 
within  this  commonwealth  in  all  manner  of  actions,  suits  com- 
plaints, pleas,  causes  and  matters  whatsoever;  and  that  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  burgesses  and  inhabitants 
of  Carlisle  aforesaid,  and  their  successors  forever  hereafter, 
to  have  and  use  one  common  seal  for  the  sealing  of  all  business 
whatsoever  touching  the  said  corporation  and  the  same  from 
time  to  time,  at  their  will,  to  change  and  alter. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  burgesses,  constable,  assistants  and  freeholders,  together 
with  such  inhabitants,  housekeepers,  within  the  said  borough 
as  shall  have  resided  therein  at  least  for  the  space  of  one  whole 
year  next  preceding  any  such  election,  as  is  hereinafter  directed, 
and  hire  a  house  and  ground  within  the  said  borough  of  the 
yearly  value  of  five  pounds  or  upwards,  on  the  first  day  of  May, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  and  on  that  day 
yearly  forever  thereafter,  unless  the  same  shall  happen  to  fall 
on  Sunday,  and  then  on  the  next  day  following,  publicly  to  meet 
in  some  convenient  place  within  the  said  borough,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  chief  constable,  and  then  and  there  to  nominate, 
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elect  and  choose  by  ballot  two  able  men  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  borough  to  be  burgesses,  one  to  be  constable  and 
one  to  be  town  clerk,  and  four  to  be  assistants  within  the 
same,  for  assisting  the  said  burgesses  in  managing  the  affairs  of 
the  said  borough,  and  in  keeping  peace  and  good  order  therein; 
which  election  shall  be  taken  from  time  to  time  by  the  high 
constable  of  the  year  preceding,  and  the  names  of  the  person 
so  elected  shall  be  certified  under  his  seal  to  the  president  of 
the  supreme  executive  council,  for  the  time  being,  within  fif- 
teen days  next  after  such  election;  and  the  burgess  who  shall 
have  the  majority  of  votes  shall  be  called  the  chief  burgess  of 
the  said  borough.  But  in  case  it  shall  so  happen  that  the  said 
freeholders  and  inhabitants,  housekeepers  aforesaid,  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  choose  burgesses  and  the  other  officers  in 
manner  aforesaid,  that  then  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
president  in  council  to  nominate,  appoint  and  commissionate 
burgesses,  constable,  town  clerk  and  assistants  for  that  year, 
to  hold  and  continue  in  their  respective  offices  until  the  next 
time  of  annual  election  appointed  as  aforesaid,  and  so  often  as 
occasion  shall  require. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  burgesses  for  the 
time  being  shall  be  and  are  hereby  empowered  and  authorized 
to  be  conservators  of  the  peace  within  the  said  borough,  and 
shall  have  powers  by  themselves  and  upon  their  own  view,  or 
in  other  lawful  manner,  to  remove  all  nuisances  in  the  said 
streets,  lanes,  alleys,  squares  and  commons,  within  the  borough 
aforesaid,  as  they  shall  see  occasion,  with  power  also  to  arrest, 
imprison  and  punish  rioters  and  other  breakers  of  the  peace 
or  good  behavior;  award  process,  bind  to  the  peace  or  behavior, 
commit  to  prison  and  make  calendars  of  the  prisoners  by  them 
committed  and  the  same  to  return,  together  with  such  recog- 
nizance and  examination  as  shall  be  by  them  taken,  to  the 
next  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  county  of  Cumberland, 
there  to  be  proceeded  on  as  occasion  shall  require,  and  to  do 
all  and  singular  other  matters  and  things  within  the  said  bor- 
ough as  fully  and  effectually  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as 
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justices  of  the  peace  in  their  respective  counties  may  or  can 
lawfully  do. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authorityaforesaid,  That  before  any  of  the  said  burgesses, 
constable,  town  clerk  or  other  officers  shall  take  upon  them 
their  respective  offices  they  shall  take  and  subscribe  such  oath 
or  affirmation  of  allegiance  and  fidelity  as  by  the  laws  of  the 
commonwealth  are  in  such  cases  provided,  together  with  the 
oath  or  affirmation  for  the  due  execution  of  their  respective 
offices;  and  every  chief  burgess  so  elected  or  appointed  from 
year  to  year  as  aforesaid  shall,  within  ten  days  immediately 
after  his  election,  take  the  oath  or  affirmation  aforesaid,  before 
a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  aforesaid,  and  that  on  his 
failure  to  take  the  oaths  or  affirmations  aforesaid,  within  the 
time  aforesaid  (unless  disabled  by  sickness  or  other  reasonable 
cause)  another  chief  burgess  shall,  from  time  to  time  and  as 
often  as  occasion  shall  require,  be  appointed  in  the  stead  of 
such  person  so  failing  to  appear  and  qualify  himself  as  afore- 
said, which  burgess  so  to  be  appointed  by  the  president  and 
council,  shall  and  may  hold  and  enjoy  his  office  until  the  day  of 
election  next  ensuing  the  day  of  his  appointment;  and  the  chief 
burgess  having  qualified  himself  in  manner  aforesaid,  shall 
enter  upon  his  office,  and  the  other  burgess,  constable,  town 
clerk  or  other  officers  shall  and  may  qualify  themselves  for 
their  respective  offices  by  taking  and  subscribing  the  oaths  or 
affirmations  aforesaid,  before  the  said  chief  burgess,  or  before 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  said  county,  who  are 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  administer  the  same. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  burgesses,  freeholders  and  inhabitants,  housekeepers 
aforesaid,  and  their  successors,  to  have,  hold  and  keep,  within 
the  said  borough,  two  markets  in  each  week,  that  is  to  say,  one 
market  on  Wednesday  and  one  market  on  Saturday  in  every 
week  of  the  year  forever,  in  the  center  square  of  the  said  bor- 
ouugh;  and  two  fairs  in  the  year,  the  first  to  begin  on  the  thir- 
teenth day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
three,  and  the  other  of  said  fairs  to  begin  on  the  thirteenth  day 
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of  November  following,  each  fair  to  continue  two  days,  and 
when  either  of  those  days  shall  happen  to  fall  on  Sunday,  then 
the  said  fairs  to  be  keep  [kept]  [sic]  the  next  day  or  two  days 
following,  together  with  free  liberties,  customs,  profits  and 
emoluments  to  the  said  markets  and  fairs  belonging  and  in  any- 
wise appertaining  forever.  And  that  there  shall  be  a  clerk  of 
the  market  of  the  said  borough  who  shall  have  the  assize  of 
bread,  wine,  beer,  wood  and  all  other  provisions  brought  for  the 
use  of  the  inhabitants,  and  who  shall  and  may  perform  all  things 
belonging  to  the  office  of  a  clerk  of  the  market  within  the  said 
borough;  and  that  Samuel  Laird  shall  be  the  present  clerk  of 
the  market,  who  shall  be  removable,  for  any  malfeasance  in 
his  office,  by  the  burgesses  and  assistants  aforesaid  and  an- 
other from  time  to  time  appointed  and  removed  as  they  shall 
find  necessary. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  said  borough  shall  hereafter  be  elected  to  the  office  of  bur- 
gesses, high  constable,  or  assistants  and  having  notice  of  his 
or  their  election  shall  refuse  to  undertake  and  execute  that 
office  to  which  he  is  chosen  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
burgesses,  high  constable  and  assistants  then  acting  to  impose 
such  moderate  fines  on  the  person  or  persons  so  refusing,  as  to 
them  shall  seem  meet,  so  always  that  a  fine  imposed  on  a 
burgess  elect  do  not  exceed  the  sum  of  ten  pounds,  and  the 
fine  of  a  high  constable  or  assistant  elect,  do  not  exceed  the  sum 
of  five  pounds,  each  to  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the 
goods  of  the  party  refusing,  by  warrant  under  the  hand  and 
seal  of  one  of  the  said  burgesses,  or  by  any  other  lawful  ways 
or  means  whatsoever,  for  the  use  of  the  said  corporation ;  and 
in  any  such  case,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  in- 
habitants to  proceed  to  the  choice  of  some  other  fit  person  or 
persons  in  the  stead  of  such  who  shall  so  refuse. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  said  burgesses,  high  constable  and  assistants  for  the 
time  being,  to  assemble  town  meetings  as  often  as  they  shall 
find  occasion,  at  which  meetings  they  may  make  such  ordi- 
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nances  and  rules,  not  repugnant  to  or  inconsistent  with  the 
laws  of  the  commonwealth,  as  to  the  greatest  part  of  the 
inhabitants  shall  seem  necessary  and  convenient,  for  the  good 
government  of  the  said  borough,  and  the  same  rules  and  orders 
to  put  in  execution,  and  the  same  to  revoke,  alter  and  make 
anew  as  occasion  shall  require.  And  also  to  impose  such  rules 
and  amercements  upon  breakers  of  the  said  ordinances  as  to 
the  makers  thereof  shall  be  thought  reasonable,  to  be  levied  as 
above  is  directed  in  case  of  fines  for  the  use  of  the  said  borough; 
and  also  at  the  said  meetings  to  mitigate  or  release  the  said 
fines  on  the  submission  of  the  parties. 

[Section  XII,  P.  L.)  And  for  the  better  preventing  all  en- 
croachments, nuisances,  contentions,  annoyances  and  incon- 
veniences whatsoever,  within  the  bounds  and  limits  of  the  said 
borough: 

[Section  X.]  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  where  any  buildings  have  been  heretofore  erected 
within  the  original  plan  of  said  borough  (other  than  such  as 
have  been  erected  unjustly  on  the  commons  thereof),  and  shall 
happen  to  encroach  on  any  of  the  said  streets  and  alleys  or 
squares,  such  buildings  shall  not  be  deemed,  held  or  taken  for 
nuisances  or  abateable  as  such.  But  (to  prevent  a  continuance 
of  such  encroachments)  after  such  buildings  shall  be  decayed  or 
require  rebuilding: 

[Section  XL]  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  the  owner  of  such  buildings  shall  not  at  any  time 
rebuild  on  the  street,  lane,  alley  or  square  so  encroached  on: 
And  in  case  any  person  or  persons  shall  rebuild  on  the  said 
street,  alley  or  square  so  encroached  on,  the  same  shall  be 
deemed,  taken  and  adjudged  a  public  nuisance,  and  shall  be 
abateable  and  punishable  as  such,  and  the  person  or  persons 
so  rebuilding  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  to 
the  supervisors  of  the  said  streets,  lanes,  alleys  and  squares,  to 
be  applied  towards  repairing  the  same,  being  thereof  first 
legally  convicted  in  any  county  court  of  quarter  sessions  for  the 
county  of  Cumberland. 

(Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  And  to  the  intent  that  the  said  streets, 
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lanes,  alleys  and  such  others  as  shall  be  hereafter  laid  out,  may 
be  duly  regulated,  made  and  kept  in  good  order: 

[Section  XII. ]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
no  person  or  persons  whatsoever  shall,  from  and  after  the  publi- 
cation of  this  act,  lay  the  foundation  of  any  party  wall  or  front 
of  any  building,  adjoining  the  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  within 
the  said  borough,  before  they  have  applied  to  the  surveyors  or 
regulators,  to  be  appointed  by  the  burgesses  and  assistants  of 
the  said  borough,  who  are  hereby  empowered,  as  often  as  there 
shall  be  occasion  to  appoint  three  discreet  persons  to  be  sur- 
veyors or  regulators  of  the  said  streets,  lanes  and  alleys,  so 
far  as  the  same  are  already  laid  out  and  built  upon,  and  of  such 
streets,  lanes  and  alleys  as  shall  hereafter  from  time  to  time 
be  laid  out  and  opened  by  the  owners  of  the  ground  within 
the  said  borough  respectively,  which  said  persons  so  to  be  ap- 
pointed shall  direct  the  regulation  of  the  said  streets,  lanes 
and  alleys,  and  of  the  footway  on  the  sides  of  the  streets  and 
fronting  the  houses  and  lots  in  the  said  borough  with  the  width 
or  breadth  of  such  footway;  and  upon  application  made  to  them 
shall  regulate  and  lay  out  the  proper  gutters,  channels  and 
conduits,  for  the  carrying  off  the  water;  and  shall  and  may 
enter  upon  the  lands  of  any  person  or  persons  in  order  to  set 
out  the  foundations  and  to  regulate  the  walls  to  be  built  be- 
tween party  and  party  as  to  the  breadth  and  thickness  thereof; 
which  foundations  shall  be  equally  laid  upon  the  lands  of  the 
persons  between  whom  such  party  wall  is  to  be  made;  and  the 
first  builder  shall  be  reimbursed  one  moiety  of  the  charge  of 
such  party  wall,  or  for  so  much  thereof  as  the  next  builder  shall 
have  occasion  to  make  use  of,  before  such  next  builder  shall 
any  ways  use  or  break  into  the  said  wall  and  the  charge  or 
value  thereof  shall  be  set  by  the  said  regulators,  or  any  two 
of  them. 

[Section  XIII.]  (Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or  persons 
shall  begin  or  lay  the  foundation  of  any  party  wall  or  building, 
before  the  place  be  viewed  and  directed  by  the  said  regulators, 
or  any  two  of  them,  or  otherwise  than  the  same  shall  be  set  out 
and  directed  by  the  said  regulators,  every  such  person  or  persons, 
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as  well  employers  as  master-builders,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
sum  of  five  pounds  to  the  burgesses  of  the  said  borough  for  the 
time  being,  or  one  of  them,  for  the  public  use  and  benefit 
thereof,  being  of  the  said  offense  first  convicted  in  the  county 
court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  county  of  Cumberland. 

[Section  XIV.]  (Section  XV,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  be 
it  further  enacted,  That  if  either  party  between  whom  such 
foundation  shall  be  laid  out,  shall  find  themselves  aggrieved 
by  the  order  or  direction  of  the  said  regulators,  he,  she  or  they 
may  appeal  to  the  justices  at  the  next  court  of  quarter  ses- 
sions to  be  held  for  the  said  county,  who  shall  finally  adjust 
and  settle  the  same  and  the  costs  of  such  appeal  shall  be  paid 
as  the  same  court  shall  direct 

[Section  XV.]  (Section  XVI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  regulators  or 
surveyors  attending  the  said  [service],  for  their  trouble,  shall 
be  paid  by  the  party  or  parties  concerned  in  such  foundation 
or  erecting  such  party  wall,  the  sum  of  five  shillings  each. 

[Section  XVI.]  (Section  XVII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  surveyors  or 
regulators,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  have  full  power  to  regu- 
late partition  fences  within  the  said  borough;  and  where  the 
adjoining  parties  do  improve  or  enclose  their  lots,  such  fences 
shall  be  made  in  the  manner  generally  used,  and  kept  in  repair 
at  the  equal  cost  of  the  parties,  so  that  the  price  for  making 
exceed  not  fifty  shillings  for  every  hundred  feet,  unless  the 
owners  or  possessors  between  whom  such  fence  is  or  shall  be 
erected  do  agree  otherwise;  and  if  either  party  between  whom 
such  partition  fence  is  or  shall  be  made  shall  neglect  or  refuse 
to  pay  his  part  or  moiety  for  the  repairing  or  setting  up  of 
such  partition  fence  as  aforesaid,  that  then  the  party  at  whose 
cost  the  same  was  so  repaired  or  set  up  may,  if  above  five 
pounds,  have  his  action  at  law  for  the  said  moiety  of  such  costs, 
and  if  five  pounds  or  under,  the  same  shall  be  determined  before 
either  of  the  burgesses  of  the  said  borough  or  any  justice  of 
the  peace  of  the  said  county,  as  in  cases  of  debts  not  exceeding 
five  pounds. 

[Section  XVII.]  (Section  XVIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
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enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  freeholders  and 
others  within  the  said  borough,  qualified  by  charter  to  elect 
burgesses  and  assistants  shall  meet  together  on  the  third  Satur- 
day in  the  month  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-three,  and  every  year  thereafter  on  the  same  [day]  at 
the  court  house  in  the  said  borough,  and  then  and  there,  by 
tickets  in  writing,  between  the  hours  of  ten  in  the  morning 
and  four  in  the  afternoon,  choose  two  discreet  and  reputable 
freeholders  of  the  said  borough  to  be  the  supervisors  of  the 
highways,  and  two  to  be  assessors,  which  said  supervisors  and 
assessors,  when  chosen  and  returned  in  writing  under  the  hand 
of  one  of  the  burgesses  of  the  said  borough,  into  the  office  of 
the  clerk  of  the  county  court  of  quarter  sessions  for  the  said 
county,  shall  be  the  assessors  of  the  said  borough,  and  the 
supervisors  of  the  streets,  lanes,  alleys,  roads  and  highways 
thereof,  for  the  ensuing  year;  and  if  any  supervisor  or  assessor 
so  elected,  or  otherwise  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall 
refuse  to  make  upon  himself  the  said  office  he  shall  for  every 
such  offense,  forfeit  and  pay  any  sum  not  exceeding  ten  pounds, 
to  be  applied  towards  maintaining,  amending,  cleansing  and 
repairing  the  said  streets,  lanes,  alleys  and  highways. 

[Section  XVIII.]  (Section  XIX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  supervisors 
of  the  highways  shall,  at  least  five  days  before  the  third  Satur- 
day in  March  yearly  and  every  year,  give  public  notice  in  writ- 
ing, by  affixing  the  same  at  the  court  house  in  the  said  borough, 
that  the  inhabitants  and  freeholders  thereof  are  to  meet  on 
that  day  to  elect  assessors  and  supervisors  for  the  said  borough 
according  to  the  directions  of  this  act 

[Section  XIX.]  (Section  XX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  said  supervisors,  together  with  the  assessors 
aforesaid  for  the  time  being,  to  lay  a  rate  or  rates  in  any  one  m 
year  not  exceeding  one  shilling  in  the  pound  on  the  clear 
yearly  value  of  the  real  and  personal  estates  of  all  and  every 
the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  within  the  said  borough,  to 
be  employed  for  the  amending,  repairing  and  keeping  clean 
and  in  good  order  the  streets,  lanes,  alleys  and  highways  afore- 
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said,  agreeable  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act 
Provided  nevertheless,  That  the  said  rate  or  assessment  shall 
be  laid  according  to  the  best  of  their  skill  and  judgment  and 
as  near  as  may  be  to  the  county  assessment  for  other  purposes 
laid  in  pursuance  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  raising  county 
rates  and  levies,"  x  having  due  regard  to  every  man's  estate 
within  the  said  borough,  without  favor  or  affection  to  any 
person  whomsoever.  And  the  said  supervisors  and  assessors, 
and  each  of  them  shall,  before*  they  take  on  themselves  the 
duties  enjoined  and  required  by  this  act,  take  an  oath  or  affir- 
mation, respectively,  to  the  effect  following,  that  is  to  say: 
"That  they  will  well  and  truly  cause  the  rates  and  sums  of 
money  by  this  act  imposed  to  be  duly  and  equally  assessed  and 
laid,  to  the  best  of  their  skill  and  knowledge,  and  therein  shall 
spare  no  person  for  favor  or  affection  nor  grieve  any  for  hatred 
or  ill-will;  and  that  they  and  each  of  them,  the  said  assessors 
and  supervisors,  will  diligently  attend  and  faithfully  execute 
their  said  offices,  respectively,  during  the  time  of  their  continu- 
ance therein  according  to  the  best  of  their  abilities  and  judg- 
ment" Which  oath  or  affirmation  the  burgesses  of  the  said 
borough,  or  any  one  of  them,  or  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the 
said  county  of  Cumberland  are  hereby  empowered  and  required 
to  administer  and  to  certify  the  same  to  the  clerk  of  the  sessions 
of  the  peace  of  the  said  county,  to  be  by  him  filed  among  the 
records  and  papers  of  his  office. 

[Section  XX.]  (Section  XXI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  of  the  said  super- 
visors or  assessors,  as  aforesaid  chosen,  shall  refuse  or  neglect 
to  take  upon  him  or  themselves  the  said  office  respectively,  or 
shall  die  or  remove  out  of  the  said  borough,  or  if  the  freeholders 
and  inhabitants  of  the  borough  aforesaid  shall  neglect  or  re- 
fuse to  elect  or  choose  supervisors  or  assessors  as  is  herein- 
before directed  and  appointed,  then  and  in  every  such  case  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  burgesses  and  assist- 
ants of  the  said  borough,  with  one  or  more  of  the  justices  of 
the  peace  of  the  said  county,  and  they  are  hereby  enjoined  and 
required  to  appoint  another  supervisor  or  supervisors,  assessor 


i  Passed  March  20, 1724-6,  Chapter  284. 
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or  assegsors  in  the  room  and  stead  of  every  such  supervisor  or 
supervisors,  assessor  or  assessors  so  refusing,  dying  or  removing 
as  aforesaid;  which  said  supervisor  or  supervisors,  assessor  or 
assessors  so  appointed  shall  have  the  same  powers  and  au- 
thorities and  shall  be  liable  to  the  same  penalties  as  the  su- 
pervisors or  assessors  so  chosen  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
borough  in  pursuance  of  the  direction  of  this  act;  and  that  the 
supervisors  and  assessors  shall  have  and  receive,  for  their 
trouble  in  rating  and  assessing  the  said  rate,  three  pence  in 
every  pound,  and  the  said  supervisors  shall  have  and  receive 
six  pence  in  the  pound  for  collecting  the  same  and  four  shillings 
each  for  every  day  they  shall  attend  in  overseeing,  employing 
and  attending  the  workmen  upon  the  public  streets,  lanes, 
alleys  and  highways  within  the  said  borough. 

[Section  XXI.]  (Section  XXII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  supervisors, 
before  they  proceed  to  the  collecting  of  the  said  rate  shall  pro- 
cure the  same  to  be  allowed  by  the  burgesses  of  the  said  bor- 
ough, or  one  of  them,  and  one  or  more  of  the  justices  of  the 
peace  of  the  said  county  of  Cumberland;  and  if  any  person  [or 
persons]  so  rated  and  assessed,  shall  refuse  to  pay  the  sum 
or  sums  on  him  or  them  charged  and  shall  not  enter  his  or 
their  appeal  at  the  next  court  of  general  quarter  sessions,  that 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  supervisor  or 
supervisors  (having  first  obtained  a  warrant  under  the  hand 
and  seal  of  one  of  the  said  burgesses,  or  one  of  the  justices  of 
the  peace  aforesaid,  who  are  hereby  empowered  and  required  to 
grant  such  warrant)  to  levy  the  same  on  the  goods  and  chattels 
of  the  person  or  persons  so  refusing,  and  in  case  such  person 
shall  not,  within  three  days  next  after  such  distress  made, 
pay  the  sum  or  sums  on  him  or  her  assessed,  together  with 
the  charges  of  such  distress,  that  then  the  said  supervisors 
or  supervisor  may  proceed  to  the  sale  of  the  goods  distrained, 
rendering  to  the  owner  the  overplus,  if  any  shall  remain  on 
such  sale,  reasonable  charges  being  first  deducted.  Provided 
nevertheless,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  find  him, 
her  or  themselves  aggrieved  with  such  rate  or  assessment  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  justices  of  the  peace  at  their  next 
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general  quarter  sessions,  upon  the  petition  of  the  party  to 
take  such  order  therein  as  to  them  shall  appear  just,  and  the 
same  shall  conclude  and  bind  all  parties;  and  the  supervisors, 
in  case  of  such  appeal,  shall  forbear  making  distress  until  the 
same  be  determined  in  the  quarter  sessions,  in  the  manner 
herein  directed  and  appointed. 

[Section  XXII.]  (Section  XXIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  tenant  or  tenants, 
or  other  persons  residing  on  or  having  the  care  of  lands  of 
persons  not  residing  in  the  said  borough,  his,  or  her  or  their 
goods  and  chattels  shall  be  liable  to  be  distrained  in  manner 
aforesaid  for  the  payment  of  the  said  tax. 

[Section  XXIII.]  (Section  XXIV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  where  any  tenant 
shall,  before  the  passing  of  this  act,  have  taken,  on  a  lease 
for  one  or  more  years,  any  lands  or  tenements,  and  shall  pay 
the  said  rate  hereby  imposed  on  the  said  lands  or  tenements 
so  leased,  or  shall  have  his  or  her  goods  and  chattels  distrained 
for  the  same,  in  such  case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
said  tenant  or  tenants,  or  other  persons  aforesaid,  to  deduct 
the  tax  so  paid  out  of  the  rent  due  or  to  become  due,  or  for 
the  tenant  or  tenants,  or  other  persons  aforesaid,  to  recover 
the  same  from  the  owner  or  owners  by  action  of  debt,  together 
with  costs  of  suit.  Provided,  always,  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  make  void  or  alter  any  contract  heretofore 
made  between  any  landlord  and  tenant  respecting  the  pay- 
ment of  the  road  tax,  or  any  usage  or  custom  in  respect  to  the 
tenant's  paying  the  said  tax,  now  subsisting  between  landlord 
and  tenant 

[Section  XXIV.]  (Section  XXV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  supervisors 
shall,  and  they  are  hereby  required  and  enjoined,  as  often  as 
the  said  several  streets,  lanes,  alleys  and  highways  shall  be 
out  of  repair  or  want  cleansing,  to  hire  and  employ  a  sufficient 
number  of  laborers,  and  the  necessary  carts  or  wagons,  to  work 
upon,  open,  amend,  repair  and  clean  the  same,  and  to  carry  off 
and  remove  any  filth,  mud  or  dirt  which  shall  be  therein,  in  the 
most  effectual  manner,  and  shall  purchase  all  materials  neces- 
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sary  for  that  purpose,  and  oversee  the  said  laborers,  and  take 
care  that  the  said  streets,  lanes,  alleys  and  highways  be  effectu- 
ally opened,  amended,  repaired  and  cleaned  agreeable  to  the 
regulations  so  made  by  the  said  regulators  according  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  this  act. 

(Section  XXVI,  P.  L.)  And  in  order  to  enable  the  said  super- 
visors the  more  effectually  to  discharge  their  duty: 

[Section  XXV.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  supervisors  aforesaid, 
or  any  other  person  or  persons  by  his  or  their  order  and  di- 
rections, to  enter  upon  any  lots  or  lands  adjoining  to  or  lying 
near  the  said  streets,  lanes,  alleys  and  highways,  and  to  cut 
or  open  such  drains  or  ditches  through  the  same  as  he  or  they 
shall  judge  necessary  completely  to  carry  off  and  drain  the 
water  from  such  streets,  lanes,  alleys  and  highways,  provided 
the  same  be  done  with  as  little  injury  and  damage  as  may  be 
to  the  owners  of  such  lot  or  land,  which  drains  and  ditches  so 
cut  and  opened  shall  be  kept  open  by  the  said  supervisors,  if 
necessary,  for  amending  and  keeping  clean  and  in  good  order 
the  said  streets,  lanes,  alleys  or  highways,  or  any  or  either  of 
them,  and  shall  not  be  stopped  or  filled  up  by  the  owner  or 
owners  of  such  lot  of  land,  or  any  other  person  or  persons 
whatsoever  under  the  penalty  of  three  pounds  for  every  such 
offense  ,to  be  paid  and  applied  for  and  towards  keeping  in  good 
order  and  repair  the  said  streets,  lanes,  alleys  and  highways. 

[Section  XXVI.]  (Section  XXVII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  super- 
visor or  supervisors  aforesaid  who  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to 
do  and  perform  his  or  their  duty  as  directed  by  this  act  (not 
otherwise  particularly  provided  for)  shall  be  fined  and  pay  the 
sum  of  three  pounds  for  every  such  offense,  to  be  recovered  in 
a  summary  way  before  either  of  the  burgesses  of  the  said  bor- 
ough, or  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  residing  in  the 
said  borough,  and  to  be  applied  towards  repairing  and  keeping 
clean  and  in  good  order  the  said  streets,  lanes,  alleys  and  high- 
ways. Provided  always,  That  if  any  such  supervisor  or  super- 
visors shall  conceive  him  or  themselves  aggrieved  by  the  judg- 
ment of  such  burgess  or  justice,  he  may  appeal  to  the  next 
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county  court  of  general  quarter  sessions,  who  shall,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  the  party,  take  such  order  therein  as  to  them  shall 
appear  just  and  reasonable  and  the  same  shall  be  conclusive 
to  all  parties. 

[Section  XXVIL]  (Section  XXVIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  person  or  persons 
who  shall  have  served  the  office  of  supervisor  or  supervisors 
the  preceding  year,  shall,  on  the  first  day  of  May  yearly,  or 
within  six  days  after,  make  up  and  produce  to  the  said  burgesses 
and  assistants  fair  and  just  accounts  of  all  such  sums  of  money 
by  him  or  them  expended  on  the  said  streets,  lanes,  alleys  and 
highways,  and  of  all  sums  of  money  by  him  or  them  received 
by  virtue  of  any  assessments  and  of  all  fines  and  penalties 
which  have  come  to  their  hands;  which  accounts  shall  be 
entered  in  a  book  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  and  shall 
be  attested  on  oath  or  affirmation  by  such  supervisor  or  super- 
visors, if  required  by  any  three  or  more  of  the  freeholders  or 
inhabitants  of  the  said  borough.  And  the  said  burgesses  and 
assistants,  or  any  four  of  them,  of  which  four  a  burgess  shall 
be  one,  shall  have  full  power  to  adjust  and  settle  the  said 
accounts  and  to  allow  of  such  charges  and  sums  only  as  they 
shall  think  just  and  reasonable;  and  if  there  shall  appear  to 
be  any  money  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  said  supervisor 
or  supervisors,  they  shall,  by  order,  in  writing,  signed  by  them, 
direct  the  same  to  be  paid  to  the  succeeding  supervisor  or  su- 
pervisors; but  in  case  the  said  supervisor  or  supervisors  shall 
be  found  in  advance  for  moneys  expended  and  shall  have  care- 
fully collected  the  sums  of  money  assessed  and  imposed  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  then  the  said  burgesses  and  assistants  shall, 
in  like  manner,  order  the  succeeding  supervisors  to  repay  and 
reimburse  the  same  as  soon  as  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  shall 
come  to  their  hands;  and  if  such  supervisor  or  supervisors  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  make  up  and  produce  fair  and  just  ac- 
counts as  aforesaid,  or  having  made  up  and  produced  such  ac- 
counts, shall  neglect  or  refuse  forthwith  to  pay  the  moneys 
which  he  or  they  shall  be  ordered  as  aforesaid  to  pay,  or  shall 
not  deliver  up  the  books  wherein  such  accounts  shall  be  entered 
to  their  successors,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  either  of  the 
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burgesses  of  the  said  borough,  or  any  justice  of  the  peace,  on 
complaint  to  hirn  made  by  any  two  of  the  said  assistants,  to 
commit  such  delinquent  or  delinquents  to  the  county  gaol,  until 
the  same  shall  be  done.  Frovided  always,  That  if  any  super- 
visor shall  think  himself  aggrieved  by  the  settlement  of  his 
accounts  as  aforesaid,  he  may  (having  first  paid  over  to  his  suc- 
cessor or  successors  the  balance  found  in  his  hands)  appeal 
to  the  next  court  of  quarter  sessions,  who  shall,  on  the  petition 
of  the  party,  take  such  order  therein  and  give  such  relief  as 
to  them  shall  seem  just  and  reasonable,  and  the  same  shall 
conclude  and  bind  all  parties. 

[Section  XXVIII.]  (Section  XXIX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  borough  of  Carlisle, 
according  to  the  extent,  bounds  and  limits  thereof  by  charter, 
shall. henceforth  be  deemed  and  taken  and  is  hereby  declared  to 
be  one  distinct  district  in  the  said  county  of  Cumberland;  and 
that  two  overseers  of  the  poor  shall  be  appointed,  and  one  in- 
spector to  serve  at  the  general  election  in  and  for  the  said 
county  of  Cumberland  shall  be  elected  in  and  for  the  said  bor- 
ough, in  the  same  manner  as  they  are  by  law  directed  to  be 
appointed  and  chosen  in  and  for  the  several  townships  within 
this  commonwealth,  which  said  overseers  so  nominated  and 
inspectors  so  elected  shall  have,  use  and  exercise  all  and  every 
the  powers,  rights  and  privileges  and  be  subject  to  the  same 
penalties  and  forfeitures  within  the  said  borough,  respectively, 
which  are  lawfully  used,  had  and  exercised  and  which  are  to 
be  suffered  by  and  imposed  on  the  several  overseers  and  in- 
spectors of  the  several  townships  aforesaid,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  as  if  they  were  respectively  nominated  and  chosen 
overseers  of  the  poor,  and  inspector  of  any  of  the  townships 
aforesaid  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth  in 
such  cases  made  and  provided. 

(Section  XXX,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  doubts  have  arisen 
whether,  according  to  the  laws  now  in  force,  the  justices  of 
the  peace  residing  within  the  said  borough,  and  who  are  charge- 
able with  or  rated  to  the  taxes,  levies  or  rates  within  the  same 
may  lawfully  act  in  any  case  relating  to  the  said  borough : 

[Section  XXIX.]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority 
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aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the 
justices  of  the  peace  of  the  said  borough  and  all  and  every  the 
justice  or  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county  of  Cumberland 
aforesaid,  residing  or  being  in  the  same  to  make,  do  and  exe- 
cute all  and  every  act  or  acts,  matter  or  matters,  thing  or 
things  appertaining  to  their  office  as  justice  or  justices  of  the 
peace,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  the  laws  for  the  relief, 
maintenance  and  settlement  of  poor  persons,  for  passing  and 
punishing  of  vagrants,  for  opening,  amending  and  repairing 
the  streets,  lanes,  alleys  or  highways,  or  to  any  other  laws  con- 
cerning taxes,  levies  or  rates,  notwithstanding  any  such  justice 
or  justices  is  or  are  rated  or  chargeable  with  the  taxes,  levies 
or  rates  within  the  same  borough. 

[Section  XXX.]  (Section  XXXI,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and 
be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  this  act, 
or  anything  herein  contained,  shall  not  authorize  or  empower 
any  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace  for  or  within  the  said  bor- 
ough to  act  in  the  determination  of  any  appeal  to  the  quarter 
sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  said  county  of  Cumberland,  from 
any  order,  matter  or  thing  relating  to  the  same  borough,  any- 
thing herein  contained  to  the  contrary  in  anywise  notwith- 
standing. 

(Section  XXXII,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  it  hath  frequently  hap- 
pened that  persons,  in  digging  cellars  and  building  houses, 
have  thrown  the  clay  and  dirt  from  their  cellars  and  the  rub- 
bish from  their  buildings  into  the  streets,  lanes,  alleys  and 
highways  of  the  said  borough,  and  by  suffering  the  same  to 
remain  there  have  rendered  the  said  streets,  lanes  and  alleys 
impassable: 

[Section  XXXI.]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or  persons,  in  digging  or  making 
of  cellars,  foundations  and  buildings,  vaults,  wells,  sinks,  drains 
or  other  works  or  improvements,  shall,  after  the  publication 
of  this  act,  cast  or  throw  any  dirt,  earth,  clay,  stone  or  other 
matter  into  any  public  street,  lane,  alley  or  highway  within 
the  said  borough,  and  shall  keep  or  suffer  such  dirt,  earth,  clay, 
stone  or  other  matter  to  remain  upon  such  street,  lane,  alley 
or  highway  so  as  unnecessarily  to  incommode  or  annoy  the 
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inhabitants  of  the  said  borough,  and  shall  not  remove  the  same 
upon  notice  given  to  him,  her  or  them  for  that  purpose,  or  by 
order  of  the  burgesses  of  the  said  borough,  or  either  of  them, 
or  by  the  regulators  aforesaid,  or  any  two  of  them,  every  such 
person  and  persons  so  offending  and  being  thereof  convicted 
before  either  of  the  burgesses  of  the  said  borough,  or  any  justice 
of  the  peace  of  the  county  aforesaid,  shall  forfeit,  for  every 
such  offense,  the  sum  of  thirty  shillings  and  shall  pay  the  cost 
of  removing  the  same. 

[Section  XXXII.]  (Section  XXXIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or  per- 
sons whatsoever  shall  cast  or  lay,  or  cause  to  be  cast  or  laid, 
any  shavings,  mud,  ashes,  dung  or  other  filth  or  annoyance 
on  any  pavement,  street,  lane  or  alley  within  the  said  borough, 
and  shall  not  remove  the  same  on  notice  given  to  him,  her  or 
them  by  the  burgesses  of  the  said  borough,  or  either  of  them, 
or  by  the  regulators  aforesaid,  or  any  two  of  them,  every  such 
person  and  persons  so  offending,  and  being  thereof  convicted 
before  either  of  the  burgesses  of  the  said  borough,  or  [before] 
any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  aforesaid  shall  forfeit 
[and  pay]  for  every  such  offense  the  sum  of  twenty  shillings, 
and  shall  pay  the  cost  of  removing  the  same. 

[Section  XXXIII.]  (Section  XXXIV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  fur- 
ther enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person 
or  persons  shall,  after  the  publication  of  this  act,  cast  or  throw 
out  of  any  cart,  wagon  or  other  carriage,  any  rubbish,  dirt  or 
earth  in  any  public  street,  lane  or  alley  of  the  said  borough, 
save  only  in  such  parts  and  places  as  shall  be  appointed  and 
agreed  on  by  the  said  regulators  and  the  supervisors  afore- 
said, or  any  three  of  them,  every  such  person  and  persons  so 
offending,  and  being  thereof  convicted  before  either  of  the 
burgesses  of  the  said  borough,  or  before  any  justice  of  the  peace 
of  the  said  county,  shall  forfeit  for  every  such  offense  the  sum 
of  ten  shillings,  and  shall  pay  the  cost  of  removing  the  same. 

[Section  XXXIV.]  (Section  XXXV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  distiller,  soap- 
boiler or  tallow-chandler  within  the  said  borough  .shall  dis- 
charge any  foul  or  nauseous  liquor  from  any  still-house  or  work- 
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shop,  so  that  such  liquor  shall  pass  into  or  along  any  of  the 
said  streets,  lanes  or  alleys,  or  if  any  soap-boiler  op  tallow- 
chandler  shall  keep,  collect  or  use,  or  cause  to  be  kept,  collected 
or  used  in  any  of  the  built  parts  of  the  said  borough  any  stale, 
stinking  or  putrid  fat,  grease  or  other  matter,  or  if  any  butcher 
shall  keep  at  or  near  his  slaughter-house  any  garbage  or  filth 
whatsoever  so  as  to  annoy  any  neighbor  or  any  other  person 
whatsoever,  he,  she  or  they  so  offending  and  being,  thereof  con- 
victed before  the  burgesses  of  the  said  borough,  or  either  of 
them,  or  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  said  county, 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such  offense  the  sum  of  thirty 
shillings,  together  with  the  costs  of  the  prosecution. 

[Section  XXXV.]  (Section  XXXVI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  fur- 
ther enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or 
persons  shall,  after  the  publication  thereof,  presume  to  cast, 
carry,  draw  out  or  lay  any  dead  carcas,  or  any  excrement  or 
filth  from  vaults,  privies  or  necessary-houses  and  shall  leave 
such  carcass  or  filth  without  burying  the  same  a  sufficient 
depth  in  any  unenclosed  grounds  within  the  limits  of  the  said 
borough,  or  on  or  near  any  of  the  streets,  lanes,  alleys  or  high- 
ways aforesaid,  every  person  or  persons  so  offending,  and  being 
thereof  convicted  before  either  of  the  burgesses  of  the  said  bor- 
ough, or  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  said  county,  shall 
forfeit  for  every  such  offense  the  sum  of  thirty  shillings,  and 
shall  pay  the  cost  of  removing  and  burying  such  carcass,  ex- 
crement or  filth  in  such  place  and  manner  as  the  burgesses  of 
the  said  borough,  or  either  of  them,  or  the  said  regulators  or 
supervisors,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  direct  or  appoint. 

[Section  XXXVI.]  (Section  XXXVII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  fur- 
ther enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or 
person  whatsoever  shall  wilfully  stop  or  obstruct  the  passage 
of  the  waters  of  any  of  the  common  sewers  hereafter  to  be  made 
within  the  said  borough,  he  or  they  so  offending  shall  forfeit, 
for  every  such  offense,  any  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  pounds, 
and  shall  pay  the  costs  of  removing  such  obstruction. 

[Section  XXXVII.]  (Section  XXXVIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it 
further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person 
or  persons  shall  make  any  pavement  or  footway  before  their 
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houses  or  lots  in  the  said  borough  of  a  greater  width,  op 
breadth,  op  height  than  allowed  or  directed  by  the  surveyors 
or  regulators  to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  or  contrary 
to  the  directions  of  the  said  regulators,  or  any  two  of  them, 
or  shall  set  up  posts  in  the  streets,  lanes  or  alleys  aforesaid, 
or  any  of  them,  otherwise  than  as  allowed  and  directed  by  the 
said  regulators,  or  any  two  of  them,  and  shall  refuse  op  neglect 
to  take  up,  remove  op  place  the  same  in  such  manner  as  the 
said  regulators,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  direct  or  order,  after 
two  days'  notice  to  him,  her  or  them  for  that  purpose  given 
by  order  of  the  burgesses  of  the  said  borough,  or  either  of 
them,  or  by  order  of  the  said  regulators,  op  any  two  of  them, 
every  such  person  so  offending  and  being  thereof  convicted 
before  either  of  the  burgesses  of  the  said  borough,  op  before 
any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  aforesaid,  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  the  sum  of  thirty  shillings  for  every  such  offense;  and 
the  said  regulators,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  and  may  take 
up,  regulate,  pull  down,  remove  and  replace  such  pavement 
and  posts,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  think  proper,  and 
the  costs  of  taking  up,  regulating,  pulling  down,  removing 
and  replacing  such  pavements  and  posts  shall  be  paid  by  the 
party  or  parties  so  offending  in  the  premises. 

[Section  XXXVIII.]  (Section  XXXIX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  fur- 
ther enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person 
or  persons  shall  hereafter  make  and  set  up,  op  shall  cause  to 
be  made  and  set  up,  in  any  street  of  fifty  feet  wide  or  upwards 
within  the  said  borough,  any  porch,  cellar,  door  op  step,  which 
shall  extend  beyond  the  distance  of  four  feet  and  three  inches 
into  such  street,  op  a  proportionate  distance  into  any  narrower 
street,  and  if  any  person  op  persons  shall  hereafter  make  and 
set  up,  op  cause  to  be  made  and  set  up,  any  bulk,  jut-window 
op  encumbrance  whatsoever  whereby  any  passage  of  any  street, 
lane  or  alley  shall  be  obstructed,  op  shall  place  op  cause  to  be 
placed  any  spout  or  gutter  whereby  the  passage  of  any  street, 
lane  or  alley  shall  be  incommoded,  every  person  so  offending 
and  being  thereof  convicted  before  the  burgesses  of  the  said 
borough,  or  either  of  them,  or  before  any  justice  of  the  peace 
of  the  county  aforesaid,  shall,  for  every  such  offense,  forfeit 
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and  pay  the  sum  of  thirty  shillings,  and  shall  forthwith  re- 
move the  said  nuisance,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  removed; 
and,  on  failure  thereof,  by  the  space  of  three  days  next  after 
notice  to  him,  her  or  them  for  that  purpose  given,  by  order  of 
the  burgesses  of  the  said  borough,  or  by  the  said  regulators,  or 
any  two  of  them,  then  and  in  that  case  the  regulators  afore- 
said, or  any  of  them,  shall  and  may  remove  the  same,  or 
cause  the  same  to  be  removed,  and  the  costs  and  expenses  at- 
tending such  removal  shall  be  paid  by  the  party  or  parties  so 
offending. 

[Section  XXXIX.]  (Section  XL,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  owner  or  owners 
of  every  house  within  the  said  borough  having,  at  the  publica- 
tion hereof,  any  porch,  cellar  door  or  step  extending  into  any 
street  beyond  the  limits  aforesaid,  or  having  fixed  or  fastened 
to  such  house  any  bulk,  jut-window  or  other  encumbrance 
whatsoever  shall,  yearly  and  every  year,  pay  to  the  supervisors 
of  the  said  streets,  lanes,  alleys  and  highways,  to  be  applied 
towards  repairing  and  amending  the  same,  such  sum  or  sums 
of  money  as  the  said  burgesses  and  assistants  shall  assess, 
until  such  porch,  cellar  door  or  step  to  him,  her  or  them  respec- 
tively belonging  shall  be  reduced  to  the  limits  aforesaid,  or 
such  bulk,  jut-window  or  other  encumbrance  shall  be  removed 
and  taken  away;  and  every  owner  or  owners  of  any  house 
or  houses  whereunto  any  spouts  or  gutters  shall,  at  the  time 
of  the  publication  hereof,  be  so  fixed  or  placed  that  the  waters 
thereby  discharged  may  incommode  persons  passing  in  the 
streets,  lanes  or  alleys  shall  and  they  are  hereby  enjoined  and 
required  forthwith  to  remove  or  effectually  to  alter  or  amend 
the  same. 

[Sction  XL.]  (Section  XLI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or  persons,  after  the 
publication  of  this  act,  shall  wilfully  or  maliciously  remove, 
misplace  or  injure  any  pipes  or  trunks  already  fixed  or  placed, 
or  that  shall  be  hereafter  fixed  or  placed  by  direction  of  the 
burgesses  and  assistants  of  the  said  borough,  for  conveying 
water  to,  from  or  through  any  part  of  the  said  borough,  or 
if  any  person  or  persons  shall  wilfully  and  maliciously,  without 
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the  consent  and  direction  of  the  burgesses  and  assistants  afore- 
said, by  any  ways  or  means  whatsoever,  obstruct  or  prevent 
the  course  of  such  waters  in  or  through  aiiy  such  trunks,  pipes 
or  conduits,  as  are  or  shall  or  may  be  placed  as  aforesaid,  or 
shall  spoil  or  injure  any  cistern  which  shall  or  may  be  placed 
for  the  reception  of  such  water,  every  person  so  offending  and 
being  thereof  legally  convicted  before  the  burgesses  of  the  said 
borough,  or  either  of  them,  or  before  any  justice  of  the  peace 
for  the  county  aforesaid,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five 
pounds  for  every  such  offense,  and  shall  pay  the  costs  of  repair- 
ing and  putting  such  trunks,  pipes,  conduits  or  cisterns  in  good 
order  and  repair. 

(Section  XLII,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  hath  been  usual  for 
the  merchants  and  traders  within  the  said  borough  to  keep 
large  quantities  of  gunpowder  in  their  dwelling  houses  and 
shops,  to  the  manifest  danger  of  the  inhabitants: 

[Section  XLL]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  no  person  or  persons  whatsoever  within  the 
limits  of  said  borough  shall,  from  and  after  the  publication  of 
this  act,  keep  in  any  house,  shop,  cellar,  store  or  other  place 
within  the  said  borough,  any  more  or  greater  quantity  than 
twenty-five  pounds  weight  of  gunpowder,  which  shall  be  kept 
in  the  highest  story  of  the  house,  at  any  one  time,  unless  it 
be  at  least  fifty  yards  from  any  dwelling  house,  under  the 
penalty  of  ten  pounds. 

(Section  XLIII,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  several  persons,  without 
right  or  legal  authority,  have  built  on  and  fenced  in  many  parts 
of  the  said  commons  which,  by  this  act,  are  included  in  and 
made  part  of  the  said  borough,  which  commons  ought  to  be  not 
only  beneficial  and  convenient  for  the  inhabitants  for  an  out- 
lot  for  their  cattle  in  the  meantime,  but  in  time  to  come  may 
be  appropriated  for  the  further  extention  and  increase  of  the 
buildings  in  the  said  borough: 

[Section  XLII.]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  all  such  buildings,  fences  or  other  erections 
whatsoever  already  made  or  erected,  or  which  shall  or  may 
hereafter  be  so  made  or  erected  by  any  person  or  persons  what- 
soever, on  any  part  of  the  said  commons,  shall  be  deemed, 
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held  and  taken  for  nuisances,  and  as  such  may  be  abated, 
prostrated,  thrown  down  and  removed,  and  that  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  burgesses,  assistants,  regulators  and 
supervisors  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being,  or  the  majority  of 
them,  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  chief  burgess, 
to  abate,  prostrate,  throw  down  and  remove  all  such  build- 
ings, fences  and  erections,  as  are  now  erected  and  built,  or 
that  hereafter  may  be  erected  and  built  on  the  same  commons. 
And  in  case  the  said  burgesses,  assistants,  regulators  and 
supervisors,  or  the  majority  of  them  as  aforesaid,  with  the  con- 
sent and  approbation  of  the  chief  burgess,  shall  be  opposed  in 
abating,  prostrating,  throwing  down  and  removing  the  said 
buildings,  fences  or  other  erections,  that  then  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  the  said  burgesses,  assistants,  regulators  and 
supervisors,  or  the  majority  of  them  as  aforesaid,  to  call  to 
their  assistance  all  or  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  bor- 
ough, who  are  hereby  enjoined  and  required  to  be  aiding  and 
assisting  to  the  burgesses,  assistants,  regulators  and  supervis- 
ors, or  the  majority  of  them,  as  aforesaid,  in  abating,  pros- 
trating, throwing  down  and  removing  all  such  buildings,  fences 
and  erections  by  this  act  declared  nuisances  as  aforesaid. 

[Section  XLIIL]  (Section  XLIV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or  per- 
sons shall,  at  any  time  after  the  publication  of  this  act,  presume 
to  erect  or  build  any  buildings,  fences  or  other  erection  what- 
soever on  the  said  commons,  that  then  the  said  buildings,  fences 
or  other  erections  shall  be  abated,  prostrated,  thrown  down 
and  removed  as  aforesaid;  and  that  the  offender  or  offenders 
being  thereof  duly  convicted  before  the  said  burgesses,  or  any 
one  of  them,  shall  pay  a  fine  in  the  discretion  of  the  said  bur- 
gesses, or  any  one  of  them,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds, 
to  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  offender's  goods  as  here- 
inbefore is  directed  in  case  of  fines. 

[Section  XLIV.]  (Section  XLV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or  persons 
shall  dig  any  hole,  pit  or  quarry  on  the  commons  aforesaid, 
without  having  first  obtained  leave,  in  writing,  from  the  bur- 
gesses and  assistants,  regulators  and  supervisors  as  aforesaid, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1781]  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  447 

or  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  fill  up  and  level  such  hole,  pit  or 
quarry,  after  one  month's  notice  given  by  the  burgesses,  as- 
sistants, regulators  or  supervisors  aforesaid,  or  any  two  of 
them,  that  then  the  said  regulators  and  supervisors,  or  any 
two  of  them,  shall  cause  the  said  holes,  pits  or  quarries  to  be 
filled  up,  and  the  party  or  parties  so  offending  shall  be  at  the 
charge  and  expense  of  such  filling  up,  and,  moreover,  pay  a 
fine  at  the  discretion  of  the  said  burgess  and  assistants,  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty  pounds. 

[Section  XLV.]  (Section  XLVI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  the  penalties,  fines 
and  forfeitures  hereinbefore  imposed  by  this  act,  the  manner 
of  levying  and  recovering  of  which  is  not  before  directed,  not 
exceeding  the  sum  of  five  pounds,  shall  be  recovered  before 
one  of  the  burgesses  of  the  said  borough,  or  before  one  of  the 
justices  of  the  peace  of  and  for  the  said  county  of  Cumberland, 
and  shall  be  levied  by  warrant  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  such 
burgess  or  justice,  directed  to  any  constable  of  said  borough 
or  county,  who  is  hereby  empowered  and  required  to  execute 
the  same  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the 
offender;  and  where  goods  and  chattels  sufficient  cannot  be 
found,  then  the  party  or  parties  so  offending  shall  be  com- 
mitted to  the  common  gaol  of  the  said  county,  there  to  remain 
until  payment  made,  or  until  discharged  by  due  course  of  law; 
and  if  such  penalties,  fines  and  forfeitures  shall  exceed  the 
sum  of  five  pounds,  then  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt, 
bill,  plaint  or  information,  in  any  county  court  within  this 
state,  wherein  no  essoin,  protection  or  wager  of  law,  nor  more 
than  one  imparlance  shall  be  allowed;  and  all  fines  and  for- 
feitures arising  by  this  act  not  hereinbefore  appropriated  shall 
be  paid  to  the  supervisors  of  the  streets,  alleys  and  highways, 
to  be  employed  in  mending  and  repairing  the  same. 

[Section  XLVI.]  (Section  XLVII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  nothing  in  a  certain  act  of  as- 
sembly passed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-two,  entitled  "An  act  for  opening  and  better 
amending  and  keeping  in  repair  the  public  roads  and  highways 
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within  this  province,"1  shall  be  deemed,  construed  or  taken 
to  extend  to  the  public  roads,  streets,  lanes  or  alleys  within 
the  said  borough,  or  to  the  assessing  the  inhabitants  thereof 
for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,  or  to  any  other  matter  or 
thing  to  be  done  or  performed  therein;  but  the  said  act,  so  far 
as  it  respects  or  relates  to  said  borough,  and  no  further  is  hereby 
declared  to  be  repealed. 

[Section  XL VII.]  (Section  XLVIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  also 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or  per- 
sons be  sued  or  prosecuted  for  anything  done  in  pursuance  of 
this  act  he,  she  or  they  may  plead  the  general  issue  and  give 
this  act  and  the  special  matter  in  evidence  for  their  justifica- 
tion, and  if  the  plaintiff  or  prosecutor  become  non-suit  or  suffer 
a  discontinuance,  or  a  verdict  pass  against  him,  the  defendant 
shall  have  treble  costs,  to  be  recovered  as  in  cases  where  costs 
by  law  are  given  to  defendants. 

Passed  April  13, 1782.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  408,  etc. 
See  the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  September  18,  1785,  Chapter 
1179;  April  19,  1794,  Chapter  1756. 


CHAPTER  CMLXX. 


AN  ACT  FOR  METHODIZING  THE  DEPARTMENT  OP  ACCOUNTS  OP  THIS 
COMMONWEALTH  AND  FOR  THE  MORE  EFFECTUAL  SETTLEMENT 
OF  THE  SAME. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  the  methods  heretofore  practised 
for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  this  state  have,  by  experi- 
ence, been  found  not  to  answer  the  good  purposes  intended 
thereby: 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  I.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Free- 
men of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assem- 
bly met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  an  office  shall 
be  instituted  in  this  commonwealth  for  auditing,  liquidating 


lPassed  March  21,  1772,  Chapter  663. 
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and  adjusting  all  the  accounts  thereof,  and  that  the  same  shall 
be  established  and  kept  at  the  place  where  the  general  assem- 
bly of  the  state  shall  hold  their  sessions,  to  be  styled  "The 
Comptroller-General's  office,"  and  that  a  person  of  known  in- 
tegrity, diligence  and  capacity  be  appointed  to  execute  and 
perform  the  duties  of  said  office,  by  the  name  of  "The  Comp- 
troller-General, ''  who  shall  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  and 
empowered  to  liquidate  and  settle,  according  to  law  and  equity, 
all  claims  against  the  commonwealth,  for  services  performed, 
moneys  advanced  or  articles  furnished,  by  order  of  the  legisla- 
tive or  executive  powers,  for  the  use  of  the  same,  or  for  any 
other  purpose  whatever;  to  inspect  and  examine  all  vouchers 
which  shall  be  produced  in  support  of  such  accounts  or  claims, 
and  in  all  cases  of  doubt  or  difficulty  to  call  upon  witnesses, 
examine  them  on  oath  or  affirmation,  touching  any  charge  or 
account  which  it  may  be  probable  their  evidence  would  tend 
to  elucidate  or  explain;  which  oath  or  affirmation  the  said 
comptroller-general  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to 
administer;  to  judge  of  prices  and  charges  in  all  cases  wherein 
such  prices  or  charges  have  not  been  ascertained  and  fixed 
by  persons  duly  authorized  to  ascertain  and  fix  the  same,  and, 
generally,  to  call  upon  all  persons  or  their  representatives  who 
have  been  or  shall  be  possessed  of  any  moneys,  goods  or  effects 
belonging  to  this  state,  and  have  not  severally  account- 
ed for  the  same,  other  than  and  except  the  collectors  of 
public  taxes,  and  the  treasurers  of  the  different  counties,  and 
to  keep  fair,  distinct  and  clear  accounts  of  all  the  revenues 
and  expenditures  of  the  commonwealth,  of  every  kind  and 
nature  whatsoever. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
May  next,  all  accounts  between  this  state  and  any  officer  of 
the  same,  and  all  and  every  other  person  or  persons  (except 
as  before  excepted)  shall  be  rendered  into  the  said  office  in 
the  first  instance,  where  they  shall,  without  delay,  be  liqui- 
dated, adjusted  and  settled;  and  upon  settlement  of  any  such 
account,  the  same  shall  be  transmitted,  together  with  the 
vouchers  thereto  belonging,  to  the  president  and  council,  who, 
29— X 
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if  satisfied  with  the  justice  of  such  settlement,  shall,  by  war- 
rant drawn  on  the  treasurer  of  the  state,  direct  the  payment 
of  any  balance  which  may  appear  to  be  due  thereupon  to  the 
party  entitled  to  receive  the  same;  and  the  president  and  council 
shall,  by  their  secretary,  return  the  same  accounts  and  vouch- 
ers into  the  said  office,  together  with  such  warrant;  and  the 
said  comptroller-general  shall  make  an  entry  in  his  books  of 
such  warrant,  and  having  certified  the  same  on  the  back  thereof, 
shall  forthwith  deliver  it  to  the  party  entitled  to  receive  such 
balance,  and  shall  carefully  file  and  deposit  all  such  accounts 
and  vouchers  in  his  office;  and  if  upon  any  settlement  a  balance 
shall  be  found  due  to  the  state,  the  account  and  vouchers  shall 
be  filed  in  the  said  office,  in  like  manner  as  afore-directed;  and 
the  said  comptroller-general  shall  forthwith  take  the  most  ef- 
•    f ectual  steps  for  the  speedy  recovery  of  the  same. 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  many  accounts  of  long 
standing  are  still  unsettled,  or  have  not  been  finally  closed, 
and  large  sums  of  money  or  considerable  effects  belonging 
to  the  commonwealth,  remain  in  the  hands  of  divers  persons, 
and  the  same  will  probably  be  lost,  if  vigorous  measures  be 
not  taken  to  compel  such  persons  to  settle  their  accounts,  and 
discharge  the  balances  which  may  appear  to  be  due  to  the  state. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  comptroller-general  shall, 
with  all  convenient  speed,  form  abstracts  or  lists  of  the  names 
and  surnames,  additions  and  places  of  abode  of  all  persons  who 
shall  have  received  moneys,  effects  or  property  of  this  common- 
wealth into  their  hands  which  they  have  not  accounted  for, 
and  of  the  value  or  amount  received  by  each  person,  as  well  as 
the  dates  of  the  several  transactions;  for  which  purpose  he  shall 
be,  and  hereby  is  authorized  and  empowered  to  call  for  all 
the  books  and  papers,  accounts  and  vouchers,  appertaining  to 
or  belonging  to  the  state,  which  shall  be  in  possession  of  the 
auditors  heretofore  appointed,  or  in  the  hands  of  any  other 
person  or  persons  whatever. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  comptroller-general 
shall,  with  all  dispatch,  direct  the  prothonotary  of  the  county 
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wherein  the  person  or  persons  whose  names  shall  be  contained 
in  such  abstract  be  resident,  or  in  which  they  had  their  last 
known  abode,  to  issue  process,  commanding  the  sheriff  or  cor- 
oner of  the  said  county  to  summon  such  person  or  persons  to 
appear  within  three  months  in  the  comptrollers  office,  and 
there  exhibit  and  settle  their  accounts,  and  pay  all  sums  of 
money  belonging  to  the  state,  of  which  they  shall,  respectively, 
be  found  possessed;  whereupon  such  sheriff  or  other  officer 
shall  serve  a  copy  of  such  summons  upon  the  party  or  par- 
ties aforesaid,  at  least  thirty  days  before  the  end  of  the  term 
last  mentioned,  and  shall  make  proper  return  of  every  such 
summons  within  twenty  days  after  such  service,  to  the  pro- 
thonotary  upon  oath;  and  if  such  person  or  persons,  whose 
name  or  names  shall  be  contained  in  such  summons  are  not 
found  within  the  county,  the  sheriff  or  coroner  of  the  same 
shall  proceed  to  demand  and  call,  in  an  audible  public  manner, 
upon  such  person  or  persons,  in  open  quarter  sessions  of  the 
peace,  to  appear  as  aforesaid  and  settle  his,  her  or  their  ac- 
counts and  pay  over  to  the  treasurer  of  the  state  all  moneys 
belonging  to  the  state  which  they  severally  possess  and  detain 
in  their  hands  respectively. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  who  shall 
be  summoned  or  demanded,  and  called  upon  as  aforesaid,  shall 
refuse  or  neglect  to  exhibit  their  accounts  as  aforesaid,  within 
three  months  after  the  service  of  such  summons,  every  and  all 
such  delinquent  or  delinquents  shall  be  liable  to  answer  for 
and  pay  to  the  treasurer  of  the  state  the  amount  of  the  moneys 
or  the  full  value  of  all  public  effects,  which  shall  appear  to  the 
comptroller-general  to  have  been  received  or  come  to  the  hands 
or  possession  of  such  person  or  persons,  respectively,  without 
any  allowance,  deduction  or  set-off  whatsoever. 

[Section  VI. ]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  auditor  or  auditors, 
person  or  persons  aforesaid,  having  in  his  or  their  possession 
any  of  the  public  books,  [or  papers],  accounts  or  vouchers 
hereinbefore  mentioned,  shall  refuse  or  neglect,  within  ten  days 
after  demand  made  by  the  said  comptroller-general,  to  deliver 
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up  to  him  on  oath,  all  and  every  the  books,  papers,  accounts 
or  vouchers  aforesaid,  all  and  every  such  auditor  or  auditors, 
person  or  persons,  so  offending  against  this  act,  shall  be  pro- 
ceeded against  by  the  comptroller,  and  shall  forfeit  and  pay  any 
sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand  pounds,  to  the  use  of  the  state, 
to  be  recovered  on  conviction  in  any  court  of  record  within 
the  same. 

[Section  VII. ]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  case  any  person  shall 
be  found  to  have  a  balance  in  his  or  her  hands  due  to  the  state 
and  shall,  on  order  from  the  comptroller-general,  refuse  or  neg- 
lect to  pay  the  same  as  before  directed,  and  in  case  any  person 
who  shall  be  summoned  or  demanded  and  called  upon  in  open 
quarter  sessions  of  the  proper  county,  shall  not  exhibit  his  or 
her  accounts  and  procure  the  same  to  be  settled,  according 
to  the  directions  of  this  act,  all  and  every  such  person  shall 
be  liable  to  be  taken  and  imprisoned  in  any  county  gaol,  by 
warrant  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  prothonotary  of  said 
county,  or  his  or  her  goods  and  chattels  shall  be  distrained  and 
sold  after  thirty  days  from  such  distraining,  by  warrant  under 
the  hand  and  seal  of  said  prothonotary,  to  satisfy  such  balance 
or  such  value  or  sum  certified  as  aforesaid,  together  with  costs 
and  charges;  and  if  other  property  cannot  be  found,  the  lands 
and  houses  of  the  delinquent  may  be  taken  and  sold  by  the 
sheriff  of  the  county  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid,  by  virtue  of  a  writ  of  fieri  facias,  to  be  issued 
by  the  prothonotary  of  the  county  where  such  real  estate  lieth, 
upon  a  certificate  of  the  debt  due  to  the  state  from  the  comp- 
troller being  filed  with  such  prothonotary. 

[Section  VIII. ]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  money  so  recovered  shall 
be  paid  by  the  sheriff  or  coroner  who  shall  receive  the  same 
into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the  state,  for  the  use  of  the 
state,  within  thirty  days  after  such  recovery. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  account  whatever  between 
the  commonwealth  and  any  public  officer  or  other  person  what- 
soever, except  as  before  excepted,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  settled 
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and  the  party  exonerated  from  settling  and  supporting  the 
same  in  the  manner  required  by  this  act,  until  the  same  shall 
be  audited,  liquidated  and  settled  in  the  office  of  the  comp- 
troller-general erected  by  this  act,  other  than  and  except  all 
such  accounts  as  have  been  settled  by  auditors  or  commissioners 
heretofore  appointed  for  the  purpose  or  by  the  committees  of 
assembly. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XI,  P.  L.)  Provided  nevertheless,  and 
be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said 
comptroller-general  shall  be  and  is  hereby  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  examine,  revise  and  correct  all  and  every  the  ac- 
count or  accounts  settled  by  the  auditors,  commissioners  or 
committees  of  assembly  aforesaid,  and  shall  report  all  substan- 
tial errors  or  omissions  which  he  may  discover  to  the  general 
assembly  of  this  commonwealth,  who  shall  finally  determine 
thereon,  either  by  directing  a  re-settlement  of  such  accounts 
with  the  said  comptroller-general  or  by  confirming  the  same. 

[Section  XL]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  said  comptroller-general,  as  often  as  there  shall  be  occasion, 
to  call  before  him,  by  subpoena  or  summons,  and  in  case  of  con- 
tempt to  issue  a  writ  of  attachment  in  order  to  compel  the 
appearance  of  any  person  or  persons  who  the  said  comptroller- 
general  may  reasonably  suppose  is  or  are  capable  of  giving 
evidence  or  information  concerning  the  said  accounts,  or  any 
of  them;  and  in  case  any  person  or  p€?rsons  on  whom  such 
subpoena  or  summons  shall  be  served,  shall  refuse  to  appear, 
as  in  such  writ  shall  be  expressed  and  directed,  or,  having  ap- 
peared, shall  refuse  to  make  a  full  disclosure  of  his,  her  or  their 
knowledge  in  the  matter  depending  before  the  said  comptroller- 
general,  the  said  comptroller-general  may  award  an  attach- 
ment and  commit  such  delinquent  or  delinquents  to  the  common 
gaol  of  the  county,  there  to  be  holden  till  such  person  or  persons 
shall  submit  to  the  said  comptroller-general  and  comply  with 
the  directions  of  this  act;  and  all  persons  who  shall  be  sum- 
moned as  witnesses  by  the  said  comptroller-general,  and  every 
sheriff,  coroner  or  other  officer  to  whom  he  shall  direct  his 
precepts  or  writs,  shall  be  allowed  like  fees  for  their  attendance 
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and  services  as  witnesses  summoned  to  appear  in  the  inferior 
courts  of  justice  and  sheriffs,  coroners  and  other  officers  are  en- 
titled to  in  such  courts,  such  costs,  together  with  further 
charges  accruing,  to  be  levied  on  the  several  delinquents  by  the 
said  comptroller-general,  by  warrant,  in  like  manner  as  small 
debts  are  recoverable. 

[Section  XII.]  (Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  be 
it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  upon  any 
subpoena  or  summons  requiring  the  attendance  of  any  person 
or  persons  before  the  said  comptroller-general  as  aforesaid,  a 
return  be  made  that  such  person  is  not  to  be  found  within  the 
proper  county,  that  the  said  comptroller-general  may  issue  an 
attachment  and  proceed  thereon  as  aforesaid,  as  if  such  sub- 
poena or  summons  had  been  duly  served. 

[Section  XIII.]  (Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  secretary  of  the  su- 
preme executive  council  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  required 
and  enjoined,  once  in  every  month,  to  enter  in  the  comptroller- 
general's  office  all  and  every  marriage  and  tavern  or  other  li- 
cense, noting  how  many  of  said  licenses  have  been  paid  for  and 
the  sums  so  paid,  and  also  what  number  of  blank  licenses  have 
been  granted  either  for  marriages  or  taverns  not  paid  for  and 
to  whom  granted,  and  the  said  comptroller-general  shall  cause 
fair  entries  to  be  made  of  all  such  sums  of  money  so  received 
by  the  secretary,  and  also  of  all  such  licenses  as  have  been 
so  granted  to  the  several  prothonotaries  and  others  and  have 
not  been  paid  for,  and  shall  open  an  account  against  all  such 
prothonotaries  or  other  persons  for  the  amount  of  such  licenses, 
and  the  said  prothonotaries  and  others,  at  least  once  in  three 
months,  shall  settle  their  respective  accounts  with  the  comp- 
troller-general, in  which  the  treasurer's  receipts  and  the  blank 
licenses  which  may  at  such  time  be  unused  and  produced  to  the 
said  comptroller  shall  be  received  and  accepted  by  him  as  the 
only  sufficient  vouchers  in  such  settlement 

[Section  XIV.]  (Section  XV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  comptroller-general 
shall  particularly  attend  to  such  parts  of  the  accounts  already 
settled,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  settled,  as  are  properly  a 
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charge  against  the  United  States  and,  selecting  such  parts  with 
great  precision,  institute  an  account  between  the  United  States 
and  the  commonwealth,  in  forming  which  he  shall  regulate  him- 
self by  the  resolution  of  Congress  authorizing  such  charges, 
and  by  the  accounts  raised  against  the  commonwealth  in  the 
books  of  the  department  of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States; 
and  where  any  charge  shall  appear  to  him  to  be  of  a  federal 
nature,  although  such  charge  shall  not  be  expressly  acknowl- 
edged by  Congress,  he  shall  open  a  separate  account  for  the 
same,  to  be  finally  settled  on  such  principles  as  may  hereafter 
be  established  by  Congress  and  agreed  to  by  this  common- 
wealth. 

[Section  XV.]  (Section  XVI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  treasurer  of  this 
state  shall  not,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  May  next,  issue 
or  pay  any  of  the  public  moneys  which  have  come,  or  shall 
come,  to  his  hands,  without  a  warrant  for  so  doing,  signed  by 
the  president  or  vice-president  in  council  and  entered  in  the 
comptroller-general's  office,  such  entry  to  be  certified  on  such 
warrant  by  the  said  comptroller-general,  other  than  and  except 
the  moneys  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  United  States  for  the 
current  year,  which  shall  remain  subject  to  the  orders  of  the 
superintendent  of  the  finances  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
wages  and  incidental  expenses  of  the  house  of  assembly,  which 
shall  be  paid  on  warrants  drawn  by  the  speaker  in  assembly, 
any  law,  custom  or  usage  to  the  contrary  in  anywise  notwith- 
standing. Provided  always,  That  such  orders  or  warrants, 
drawn  by  the  superintendent  of  the  finances  or  speaker  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid,  be  first  entered  and  certified  in  the 
comptroller-general's  office  as  before  directed. 

[Section  XVI.]  (Section  XVII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  books,  papers  and 
transactions  of  the  office  of  the  comptroller-general  shall  be 
open  to  the  inspection  and  examination  of  the  committees  of 
accounts,  who  shall  be  empowered  by  the  assembly  of  this 
state  for  the  time  being  or  executive  council;  and  the  said 
comptroller-general  shall  be  obliged  to  furnish  annually  and 
at  all  other  times  a  state  or  abstract  of  the  public  accounts, 
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or  any  of  them,  to  the  legislative  and  supreme  executive  powers 
of  the  state  when  he  shall  be  thereunto  required  by  either  of 
them. 

[Section  XVII.]  (Section  XVIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  salary  of  the  comp- 
troller-general shall  be  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  per 
annum,  payable  in  quarterly  payments,  by  warrant  drawn  on 
the  treasurer  for  that  purpose  by  the  president  or  vice-president 
in  council, 

[Section  XVIII. ]  (Section  XIX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  comptroller- 
general  shall,  before  he  enters  on  the  duties  of  said  office,  give 
bond,  with  one  or  more  sufficient  sureties,  in  the  sum  of  five 
thousand  pounds  to  the  president  or  vice-president  in  council 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  and 
shall  likewise  take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, to  wit:  I  do  swear  or  affirm  that  I  will  faithfully  execute 
the  office  of  comptroller-general  for  the  commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  will  do  equal  right  and  justice  to  all  men  to  the 
best  of  my  judgment  and  abilities,  according  to  law  and  equity. 

[Section  XIX.]  (Section  XX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  act  of  assembly  of  this 
commonwealth,  entitled  "An  act  to  compel  the  settlement  of 
public  accounts,"  *  passed  on  the  first  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  a  supplement  to  the  said 
act,2  passed  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  May  in  the  same  year,  as 
likewise  all  and  every  act  or  acts  of  the  assemblies  of  this  com- 
monwealth heretofore  passed,  for  regulating  or  settling  the  ac- 
counts of  the  same,  of  every  kind  or  nature  whatsoever,  shall, 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be,  and  the  said  acts  are 
hereby  repealed  and  declared  void. 

[Section  XX.]  (Section  XXI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  this  act  shall  be  publicly 
read  in  every  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  of  the  quarter 
sessions  of  the  peace  which  shall  be  holden  in  this  state  be- 

i  Passed  March  1, 1780,  Chapter  882. 
2  Passed  May  30,  1780,  Chapter  909. 
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tween  the  first  day  of  May  and  the  first  day  of  January  next, 
during  which  all  other  business  shall  cease. 

[Section  XXI.]  (Section  XXII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  John  Nicholson  be  and 
he  is  hereby  appointed  comptroller-general  for  the  time  being. 

Passed  April  13,  1782.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  508,  etc.  See  the 
Acts  of  Assembly  passed  September  20, 1782,  Chapter  988;  February 
18,  1785,  Chapter  1133;  April  4,  1785,  Chapter  1158;  March  24,  1786, 
Chapter  1218. 


CHAPTER  CMLXXL 


AN  ACT  FOR  SETTLING  AND  ADJUSTING  THE  DEPRECIATION  OF  THE 
PAY  ACCOUNTS  OF  SUNDRY  OFFICERS,  NON-COMMISSIONED  OFFI- 
CERS AND  PRIVATES  BELONGING  TO  THE  STATE  OF  PENNSYLVA- 
NIA, AGREEABLE  TO  THE  RESOLVES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  IN 
CONGRESS  ASSEMBLED. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  United  States  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, on  the  tenth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty,  did  resolve  in  the  words  following,  to  wit:  "Re- 
solved, That  when  Congress  shall  be  furnished  with  proper 
documents  to  liquidate  the  depreciation  of  the  continental  bills 
of  credit,  they  will,  as  soon  thereafter  as  the  state  of  the  public 
finances  will  admit,  make  good  to  the  line  of  the  army  and  the 
independent  corps  thereof,  the  deficiency  of  their  original  pay, 
occasioned  by  such  depreciation;  and  that  the  money  and  ar- 
ticles heretofore  paid  or  furnished,  or  hereafter  to  be  paid  or 
furnished  by  Congress  or  the  states,  or  any  of  them,  as  for  pay, 
subsistence  or  to  compensate  for  deficiencies,  shall  be  deemed 
as  advanced  on  account  until  such  liquidation  as  aforesaid 
shall  be  adjusted,  it  being  the  determination  of  Congress  that 
all  the  troops  serving  in  the  continental  army  shall  be  placed 
on  an  equal  footing:  Provided,  That  no  person  shall  have 
any  benefit  of  this  resolution  except  such  as  were  engaged  dur- 
ing the  war  or  for  three  years,  and  are  now  in  service,  or  shall 
hereafter  engage  during  the  war." 
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(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  by  their  resolve  of  the  twentieth  of 
February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  it  is  ord- 
ered and  recommended  to  the  several  states  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, That  is  to  say:  "Resolved,  That  it  be  and  hereby  is 
recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  to  settle 
and  discharge,  on  account  of  the  United  States,  the  deprecia- 
tion of  pay  of  such  officers  in  the  late  general  hospital  as  are 
inhabitants  of  or  belong  to  their  respective  states,  who  resigned 
their  appointments  after  the  tenth  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty  or  became  supernumerary  by  the  new 
arrangement  in  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty." 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  Therefore,  in  compliance  with  the  resolves 
of  Congress  aforesaid: 

[Section  I.]  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the 
Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  That  all  the  officers,  surgeons  and  surgeons'  mates,  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States  in  the  line  of  this  state,  engaged  to  serve  for  three  years 
or  during  the  war,  whose  time  of  enlistment  expired  or  who 
were  honorably  discharged  since  the  said  tenth  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  all  officers  in  the 
late  general  hospital,  who  were  inhabitants  of  or  belonging  to 
this  state  at  the  time  of  their  entering  into  the  service  and  who 
have  resigned  their  appointments  since  the  said  tenth  day  of 
April,  one  thousand  s£ven  hundred  and  eighty,  or  who  became 
supernumerary  by  the  arrangement  of  October,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  were  not  otherwise  provided 
for  by  law,  and  no  other  persons  whatever,  shall  be  entitled  to 
have  the  depreciation  of  their  pay  accounts  adjusted  and 
settled,  making  deduction  therefrom  of  all  enlargement  of  pay, 
subsistence  money  or  other  allowance,  in  lieu  of  loss  occasioned 
by  the  depreciation  of  their  original  pay. 

(Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  appears  by  the  resolves 
of  Congress  of  March  the  fifteenth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-nine,  February  the  ninth,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty,  and  October  the  third,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
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dred  and  eighty,  that  all  detached  corps,  not  originally  of  the 
line  of  the  army,  shall  be  credited  to  the  states  to  which  they  re- 
spectively do  belong,  or  were  inhabitants  of  at  the  time  of 
their  entering  into  the  service,  and  shall  be  provided  for  by 
the  said  states  respectively,  as  those  of  eqnal  rank  in  the  line 
of  the  army: 

Therefore: 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  author- 
ity aforesaid,  That  all  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  of  the  artillery  artificers,  or  other  detached  corps,  who 
were  inhabitants  of  this  state  at  the  time  of  their  entering 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  in  any  of  the  said  corps 
or  artillery  artificers  and  who  were  enlisted  to  serve  for  three 
years  or  during  the  war,  and  who  were  in  actual  service  on  the 
said  tenth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty, 
and  who  have  continued  in  the  said  service  to  this  time  or  were 
honorably  discharged  since  the  said  tenth  day  of  April,  shall 
be  entitled  to  have  the  depreciation  of  their  pay  accounts 
settled  and  adjusted  agreeable  to  the  principles  contained  in 
the  foregoing  section. 

(Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  by  a  resolve  of  Congress, 
dated  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-one,  the  regiment  of  artillery  artificers  at  Car- 
lisle are  reduced  to  two  companies,  under  the  command  of  Cap- 
tains Wyly  and  Jordan,  and  agreeable  to  the  resolves  of  Con- 
gress mentioned  in  the  foregoing  section,  the  said  corps  of  artil- 
lery artificers  are  annexed  to  the  line  of  this  state: 

Therefore: 

[Section  II.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  the  said  Captains  Wyly  and  Jordan, 
with  the  said  corps  of  artillery  artificers  under  their  command, 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  benefits,  emoluments  and  advantages 
granted,  or  proposed  to  be  granted  in  future  to  officers  of  equal 
rank  or  privates  in  the  said  line,  any  law  to  the  contrary  hereof 
in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  comptroller-general  be 
and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  settle  and  adjust  the  depreciation 
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of  the  pay  accounts  of  the  several  officers  and  men  in  this  act 
included. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  supreme  executive  council 
be  authorized  to  draw  on  the  treasurer  of  this  state  for  such  sum 
or  sums  of  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  in  pursuance  of  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  for  emitting  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand 
pounds  in  bills  of  credit  for  the  support  of  the  army  and  for  es- 
tablishing a  fund  for  the  redemption  of  the  same,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned," 1  as  may  from  time  to  time  appear 
by  the  report  of  the  comptroller  to  be  necessary  and  place  the 
same  into  the  hands  of  the  said  comptroller-general,  who  shall 
pay  unto  such  persons  as  may  apply  for  the  same,  one-third 
part  of  the  sums  found  due  on  settlement  in  the  bills  aforesaid, 
and  for  the  remaining  two-thirds  they  shall  receive  certificates 
in  like  manner  as  other  troops  of  this  state. 

Passed  April  13, 1782.    Recorded  L.  B.  514,  6tc. 


CHAPTER  CMLXXI1. 


AN  ACT  MORE  EFFECTUALLY  TO  ENCOURAGE  THE  KILLING  OF 

WOLVES. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  killing 
wolves,1  and  such  parts  of  the  law,  entitled  "An  act  for  raising 
of  county  rates  and  levies/' 2  and  the  several  supplements  to  the 
same,  as  relate  to  the  killing  of  wolves  are  found,  by  experience, 
to  be  defective,  and  inadequate  to  the  good  purposes  for  which 
they  were  intended: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  pub- 
lication of  this  act  the  reward  for  killing  of  wolves  shall  be  as 


i  Passed  January  12,  1705-6,  Chapter  146. 
2  Passed  March  20,  1724-6,  Chapter  284. 
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follows,  That  is  to  say:  For  every  grown  wolf,  killed  within 
the  inhabited  parts  of  this  state,  the  sum  of  twenty-five  shil- 
lings, good  and  current  money  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania; 
and  for  every  wolf  puppy  or  whelp  so  killed  in  like  manner, 
the  sum  of  fifteen  shillings  like  money. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  any  person  or  persons  who  kill 
any  wolves  shall  bring  the  scalp  or  skin  of  the  head  of  such 
wolf  or  wolves  so  killed,  with  the  ears  on  it,  to  some  justice 
of  the  peace  for  the  county  where  they  are  killed,  who  is  hereby 
empowered  and  required  to  examine  the  person  or  persons  pro- 
ducing such  scalp,  or  skin  with  the  ears,  or,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  said  justice,  to  charge  him  or  them  upon  oath  or  affirma- 
tion to  declare  that  the  wolf  or  wolves,  whose  scalps  or  skins 
are  so  produced,  were  killed  in  the  same  county,  and  by  whom; 
and  if  it  shall  clearly  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  such  justice 
that  the  said  scalp  or  scalps  were  taken  from  wolves  so  killed 
as  aforesaid,  then  the  said  justice  shall  cause  the  said  ears 
to  be  cut  off  such  scalp  or  scalps,  and  then,  and  not  before,  shall 
grant  an  order  upon  the  treasurer  of  the  county  where  such 
wolf  or  wolves  were  killed,  reciting  therein  the  substance  of 
the  proof,  and  requiring  the  said  treasurer  to  pay  to  the  person 
or  persons  the  respective  sum  or  sums  hereinbefore  mentioned, 
and  the  said  treasurer  is  hereby  authorized  to  pay  it  out  of  the 
county  rates  and  levies. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  the  said  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
killing  of  wolves,"  and  so  much  of  the  aforesaid  act,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  raising  of  county  rates  and  levies,"  and  the  sev- 
eral supplements  to  the  same  as  relates  to  the  killing  of  wolves, 
except  the  part  thereof  that  mentions  wolves  killed  by  Indians 
and  such  as  obliges  the  respective  treasurers  to  make  entries 
in  books  provided  by  them  for  that  end,  are  hereby  repealed 
and  declared  to  be  null  and  void. 

Passed  April  13,  1782.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  616.    See  the  note 
to  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  January  12, 1705-6,  Chapter  146. 
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CHAPTER  CMLXXIII. 


AN  ACT  TO  REDRESS  CERTAIN  GRIEVANCES,  WITHIN  THE  COUNTIES 
OF  WESTMORELAND  AND  WASHINGTON. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Westmoreland  and  Washington  counties  have  represented  to 
the  general  assembly  that  they  labor  under  many  inconveni- 
ences by  reason  that  before  the  boundary  was  agreed  to  be- 
tween the  states  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  many  of  the  in- 
habitants aforesaid,  conceiving  themselves  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  Virginia,  which  exercised  judicial  authority  over  them, 
had  taken  and  subscribed  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  fidelity 
as  prescribed  by  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  said  state,  are 
considered  in  many  respects  as  not  entitled  to  all  the  rights 
of  free  citizens  of  this  state,  and  that  for  the  reasons  above 
mentioned,  they  have  had  no  opportunity  of  entering  or  regis- 
tering their  slaves  agreeable  to  the  act  of  assembly  of  this 
state  for  the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery,  and  that  a  number 
of  the  records  and  papers  containing  the  proceedings  of  the 
late  counties  of  Youghiogheny,  Monongahela  and  Ohio  are 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  late  clerks,  who  are  not  authorized 
to  give  exemplified  copies  thereof: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by 
the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same,  That  all  and  every  person  or  persons,  inhabit- 
ants of  the  said  counties  of  Westmoreland  and  Washington, 
whose  names  shall  not  be  found  in  the  records  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, and  who  shall  be  possessed  of  certified  copies  of  their 
having  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  fidelity  as  aforesaid, 
shall,  within  six  months  after  the  publication  of  this  act,  pro- 
duce to  the  clerks  of  the  general  quarter  sessions  of  the  said 
counties  respectively,  the  said  certified  copies  or  certificates 
of  their  having  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  the 
state  of  Virginia  before  the  said  boundary  was  agreed  to,  shall 
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be  and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, free  citizens  of  this  state. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  all 
such  inhabitants  of  the  said  counties  who  were,  on  the  twenty- 
third  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty, 
possessed  of  negro  or  mulatto  slaves  or  servants  until  the 
age  of  thirty-one  years,  to  register  such  slaves  or  servants, 
agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the  act  aforesaid,  for  the  gradual 
abolition  of  slavery,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next; 
and  the  said  master  or  masters,  owner  or  owners  of  such  slaves 
or  servants  shall  be  entitled  to  his,  her  or  their  service  as  by 
the  said  act  is  directed,  and  the  said  slaves  and  servants  shall 
be  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  and  immunities  in  the  said  act 
contained  and  expressed. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  clerks  of  the  orphan 
courts,  the  registers  for  the  probates  of  wills  and  grant- 
ing letters  of  administration  and  the  recorders  of  deeds  for 
the  respective  counties  of  Westmoreland  and  Washington  afore- 
said, shall  be  authorized  and  empowered  to  call  on  the  late 
clerks  of  the  said  counties  of  Youghiogheny,  Monongahela  and 
Ohio  for  all  such  papers  and  records  in  their  custody  or  posr 
session,  which  relate  to  or  affect  the  taking  of  the  oath  or  af- 
firmation of  allegiance,  the  probates  of  wills,  granting  letters 
of  administration,  and  the  recording  of  deeds  or  other  inden- 
tures, bargain  and  sale  of  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
counties  of  Westmoreland  and  Washington,  and  when  they 
shall  have  received  all  or  any  part  of  the  [said]  papers  and 
records  as  aforesaid,  they  shall  be  lodged  within  their  respec- 
tive offices,  and  become  part  of  the  records  of  the  said  counties 
and  the  said  late  clerks  are  hereby  required  and  enjoined,  on 
demand  made  as  aforesaid,  to  deliver  up  entire  and  undefaced 
all  such  papers  and  records  as  aforesaid,  and  in  case  they,  or 
either  of  them,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  deliver  up  the  papers 
and  records  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid,  they,  or  either  of 
them,  so  neglecting  or  refusing  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum 
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of  five  hundred  pounds,  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  in 
any  court  of  common  pleas  within  this  commonwealth  for  the 
use  of  the  same. 

Passed  April  13, 1782.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  616,  etc 


CHAPTER  CMLXXIV. 


AN  ACT  TO  ENCOURAGE  THE  APPREHENDING  PRISONERS  OF  WAR, 
WHO  HAVE  OR  HEREAFTER  MAT  ESCAPE  FROM  THE  PLACE  OF 
THEIR  CONFINEMENT,  AND  TO  DISCOURAGE  HARBORING  THEM  IN 
THIS  STATE. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  it  has  been  found  by  experience 
that  the  lenity  and  indulgence  extended  to  the  British  prisoners 
of  war,  confined  in  sundry  places  within  the  United  States, 
have  been  abused  by  them  to  base  and  perfidious  purposes,  and 
[that]  many  of  them,  assuming  the  habit  and  profession  of 
laborers,  have  effected  their  escape  and  joined  our  enemies 
within  the  British  lines  at  New  York: 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  L]  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the 
Bepresentatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  this  state,  as  well  as  to  the  different  officers,  whether 
civil  or  military,  in  the  same,  and  they  are  hereby  strictly  en- 
joined and  required  to  make  diligent  inquiry  after  and  take 
up  all  such  prisoners  of  war  as  they  may  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve are  either  secreted  or  concealed  under  any  habit  or  pre- 
tence whatsoever,  and  them  forthwith  to  bring  before  the  next 
justice  of  the  peace  for  examination.  And  if,  upon  such  exami- 
nation, it  shall  appear  that  said  person  so  brought  is  a  pris- 
oner of  war,  he  shall  be  committed  to  the  gaol  of  the  county 
and  notice  immediately  transmitted  to  the  war  office  of  the 
name  and  place  of  confinement  of  such  offender,  that  proper 
measures  may  be  taken  to  return  him  to  the  place  of  his  con- 
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flnement;  but  if  he  refuses  to  give  a  satisfactory  account  of 
himself,  then  he  shall  be  committed  to  the  gaol  of  the  county 
where  such  person  may  be  apprehended,  there  to  remain  until 
the  next  court  of  general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  which 
court  shall  take  order  on  the  case  of  said  prisoner. 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  the  honorable  Congress  of 
these  United  States  has  recommended  to  the  states,  respec- 
tively, to  encourage  the  apprehending  such  prisoners,  by  giving 
a  reward  of  eight  dollars  to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall 
apprehend  any  prisoner  of  war,  escaping  from  the  place  of 
his  confinement,  and  one-eighth  of  a  dollar  per  mile  for  trav- 
eling charges  to  any  gaol,  together  with  five  ninetieths  of  a 
dollar  for  the  subsistence  of  each  prisoner  while  he  shall  be 
confined,  all  such  moneys  to  be  repaid  by  the  superintendent 
of  finance  for  the  United  States  as  by  the  resolve  is  directed: 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  In  compliance  therefore  with  the  said 
recommendation,  and  as  an  encouragement  to  those  who  may 
exert  themselves  in  apprehending  and  securing  such  prisoners: 

[Section  II.]  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  whenever  any  person  or  persons  within  this  state 
shall  apprehend  any  prisoner  of  war,  who  has  escaped  from  the 
place  of  confinement,  and  shall  bring  him  before  any  justice 
of  the  peace  within  this  commonwealth  as  aforesaid,  such  jus: 
tice  shall  and  he  is  hereby  required  to  give  a  certificate  to  the 
person  or  persons  apprehending  such  prisoner  to  the  follow- 
ing effect: 

"I,  A.  B.,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of 

,  do  hereby  certify  that  C.  D.,  on  the 

day  of ,  brought  before  me  a  person  who,  upon 

examination  appears  to  be  a  prisoner  of  war,  belonging  to  the 

regiment  of ,  in  the  service  of  the  King  of  Great 

Britain,  and  who  has  escaped  from  the  place  of  his  confinement, 
and  that  the  said  C.  D.,  on  producing  a  receipt  from  the  keeper 
of  any  prison  within  this  state  for  the  said  prisoner,  is  enti- 
tled to  the  reward  and  expenses  by  law  allowed  in  such  cases, 

witness  my  hand  and  seal  this day  of , 

Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty ." 

Which  certificate,  together  with  a  receipt  from  the  keeper  of 
30— X 
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any  prison  within  this  state  for  such  prisoner,  being  delivered 
to  the  treasurer  of  any  county  in  this  state,  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  such  treasurer  and  he  is  hereby  required  and  di- 
rected to  pay  the  reward,  mileage  and  subsistence  money  as 
by  this  act  is  hereafter  directed  and  required,  and  the  said 
certificate  and  receipt,  together  with  a  receipt  for  the  money 
paid,  shall  be  a  sufficient  voucher  for  the  allowance  thereof  in 
his  account. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  reward  to  be  paid  for  every 
prisoner  so  apprehended  and  secured  shall  be  eight  dollars,  and 
that  every  person  so  apprehending  such  prisoner  shall  also  be 
allowed  one-eighth  of  a  dollar  per  mile  for  traveling  charges 
and  five-ninetieth  of  a  dollar  per  day  for  the  subsistence  of  each 
prisoner,  all  which  said  sums  agreeable  to  the  said  resolve  of 
Congress  are  to  be  allowed  and  repaid  by  the  superintendent 
of  finance. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  dispute  shall  arise  be- 
tween the  said  treasurer  and  the  party  claiming  such  expenses 
and  allowance,  the  same  shall  be  settled  and  ascertained  by 
any  two  of  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county  where  such  pris- 
oner shall  be  secured,  whose  certificate  thereof  shall  be  final 
and  conclusive  and  be  a  sufficient  voucher  to  such  treasurer. 

(Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  in  order  that  due  and  punctual  re- 
payment may  be  made  for  all  moneys  thus  advanced  for  the 
United  States: 

[Section  V.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
the  treasurer  of  every  county,  respectively,  shall,  once  in  every 
six  months,  transmit  to  the  treasurer  of  the  state  the  certifi- 
cates and  receipts  taken  as  aforesaid,  who,  upon  receipt  thereof, 
shall  adjust  and  settle  the  same  with  the  superintendent  of 
finance.  And  if  any  treasurer  shall  wilfully  or  negligently 
keep  such  certificates  and  receipts  beyond  the  space  of  six 
months  aforesaid,  every  such  treasurer  shall  forfeit  and  lose 
the  moneys  by  him  paid,  and  no  allowance  shall  be  made  there- 
for in  the  settlement  of  his  account. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
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by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  suspected  to  be 
a  prisoner  of  war  escaped  from  his  confinement  shall  be  brought 
before  any  justice  of  [the]  peace,  and  shall  refuse  to  give  any 
account  of  himself,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  justice 
to  grant  a  certificate  upon  the  best  information  and  evidence 
he  can  procure,  which  shall  be  as  good  and  effectual  for  the 
recovery  of  the  said  reward  and  expenses  as  if  the  same  had 
been  granted  on  full  conviction  and  acknowledgement  made 
by  such  prisoner,  anything  hereinbefore  contained  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  keeper  of  any 
prison  within  this  state  shall  wilfully  or  negligently  suffer  any 
prisoner  of  war  committed  to  his  custody  to  escape  from  the 
said  prison,  the  keeper  being  convicted  thereof  in  any  court  of 
record  within  this  state  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fifty 
pounds  for  every  prisoner  so  escaping,  with  costs  of  suit,  and 
be  disabled  from  holding  such  office  or  place  at  any  time  there- 
after. 

(Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  in  order  the  more  effectually  to  deter 
all  persons  from  the  base  and  treacherous  practice  of  aiding, 
abetting,  concealing  or  assisting  such  prisoners  of  war: 

[Section  VIII. ]  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  whatsoever  person  shall  be  duly  convicted  in  any 
court  of  quarter  sessions  of  this  state,  either  of  concealing,  aid- 
ing, abetting  or  otherwise  assisting  such  prisoner  of  war  in 
making  his  escape,  shall  forfeit,  on  such  conviction,  the  sum  of 
fifty  pounds,  one-half  to  the  state  and  the  other  half  to  the 
person  prosecuting  for  the  same;  but  if  the  person  so  convicted 
shall  be  unable  to  pay  he  shall  be  publicly  whipped  with  thirty- 
nine  lashes;  and  this  offense  is  hereby  declared  to  be  made 
inquireable  in  the  court  of  quarter  sessions,  and  the  constables 
shall,  on  making  their  quarterly  returns,  answer  on  oath,  touch- 
ing their  knowledge  of  any  offense  against  this  law. 

[Section  IX.]  Provided  always,  That  nothing  in  this  act 
shall  be  meant,  construed  or  intended  to  affect  any  persons 
who  shall  receive  prisoners  of  war  for  the  purposes  of  labor 
by  any  order  from  the  war  office  or  such  officer  whom  they 
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may  authorize  to  grant  such  order.  But  such  persons  so  re- 
ceiving prisoners  of  war,  are  hereby  required  to  enter  the  names 
of  such  prisoners  with  the  next  justice  of  the  peace  within  one 
week  after  bringing  them  to  the  places  of  their  respective  resi- 
dence. 

Passed  April  13, 1782.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  518,  etc. 


CHAPTER  CMLXXV. 


A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  AN  ACT,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  ALTER  AND 
AMEND  AN  ACT,  ENTITLED  'AN  ACT  FOR  THE  EFFECTUAL  SUP- 
PRESSION OF  PUBLIC  AUCTIONS  AND  VENDUES,  AND  TO  PROHIBIT 
MALE  PERSONS,  CAPABLE  OF  BEARING  ARMS,  FROM  BEING  HAWK- 
ERS AND  PEDLERS.' "  l 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  commissions  or  recompense 
allowed  to  the  auctioneers  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the 
Northern  Liberties  and  the  district  of  Southwark,  respectively, 
for  the  services  by  them  performed,  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  as- 
sembly, entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and  amend  an  act,  entitled 
'An  act  for  the  effectual  suppression  of  public  auctions  and  ven- 
dues and  to  prohibit  male  persons  capable  of  bearing  arms  from 
being  hawkers  and  peddlers/  "  *  passed  the  twenty-third  day  of 
September,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty, 
have  been  remonstrated  against  by  the  merchants,  traders  and 
others  residing  within  the  said  city,  liberties  and  district,  and 
are  deemed  more  than  adequate  or  necessary.  And  whereas, 
the  exigencies  of  government  require  immediate  additional 
funds  for  the  support  thereof: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by 
the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same,  That  the  auctioneers  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
the  Northern  Liberties  and  the  district  of  Southwark,  respec- 
tively may  and  shall,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 

i Passed  September  23,  1780,  Chapter  919. 
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have  and  receive  for  their  expenses  and  trouble  in  selling  any 
property  at  public  auction,  collecting  the  money  and  paying 
over  the  same  without  loss,  the  following  allowance  or  reward 
and  no  more,  That  is  to  say:  For  houses,  lands,  tenements  or  real 
estates,  and  for  ships  or  vessels,  an  half  per  centum;  for  wine, 
rum,  sugar,  coffee,  tea  and  all  other  groceries,  sold  by  the  pipe, 
hogshead,  tierce,  barrel,  bag,  chest  or  box,  one  and  a  quarter 
per  centum;  and  for  horses,  cattle  and  all  other  goods,  wares 
and  merchandises  not  before  enumerated  or  sold  in  smaller 
quantities  than  before  mentioned,  two  and  an  half  per  centum. 
Provided  always,  That  any  person  or  persons  may  contract  and 
agree  with  any  of  the  said  auctioneers  to  pay  them  for  their 
services  in  the  premises  any  less  reward  which  they  may  be 
willing  to  accept 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  of  the  said  auctioneers, 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  is  hereby  authorized,  em- 
powered and  required  to  demand  and  receive,  over  and  above 
the  sum  mentioned  in  the  aforesaid  act,  to  which  this  is  a  sup- 
plement, an  additional  one  per  centum  of  the  gross  amount 
of  the  sales  by  him  made  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act,  for  the 
use  of  this  commonwealth,  except  for  ships  or  vessels,  houses 
and  lots,  and  shall  account  for  and  pay  over  the  same  to  the 
state  treasurer  within  the  time  and  in  the  manner  directed  with 
respect  to  the  one  per  centum  imposed  by  the  said  act,  under  the 
penalty  in  the  said  act  mentioned. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  several  bonds  given  by  the 
said  auctioneers  to  the  president  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  the  duties  of  them  required  by  the  aforesaid  act  shall  be  a 
security  for  the  payment  of  the  one  per  centum  imposed  by  this 
act. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  revenue  arising  from  the 
sales  by  auction  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  Northern  Liber- 
ties and  the  district  of  Southwark,  from  and  after  the  passing 
of  this  act,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  to  the 
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support  of  government  and  the  administration  of  justice  within 
this  commonwealth. 

Passed  April  13,  1782.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  521,  etc.  See  the 
note  to  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  September  23, 1780,  Chapter  917, 
and  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  December  7,  1783,  Chapter  1063. 


CHAPTER  CMLXXVI. 


AN  ACT  TO  REVIVE  AND  CONTINUE  AN  ACT,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR 
OPENING  AND  KEEPING  IN  REPAIR  THE  PUBLIC  ROADS  AND  HIGH- 
WAYS IN  THIS  PROVINCE."  l 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  open- 
ing and  keeping  in  repair  the  public  roads  and  highways  in  this 
province,"  *  passed  the  twenty-first  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-two,  has  expired  by  its  own  limita- 
tion, and  whereas  in  its  operation  the  said  act  hath  proved  bene- 
ficial and  easy  to  the  inhabitants  and  travelers  in  this  state: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the 
Eepresentatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  the  said  act  and  every  article,  clause  and  thing 
therein  contained,  the  clause  for  limitation  only  excepted,  be 
and  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  revived  and  continued,  and  the 
same  shall  be  and  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue  for  and  during 
the  term  of  five  years  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  sitting  of  assembly,  and 
no  longer. 

Passed  April  13,  1782.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  522,  etc.See  the 
note  to  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  March  21, 1772,  Chapter  653. 

i  Passed  March  21,  1772,  Chapter  658. 
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CHAPTER  CMLXXVIL 


AN  ACT  FOR  ESTABLISHING  FERRIES  ON  THE  RIVERS  MONONGAHELA 

AND  YOUGHIOGHENY. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  great  numbers  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Westmoreland  and  Washington  counties  have,  by  their  peti- 
tions, humbly  represented  to  the  legislature  of  this  state  the 
great  necessity  there  is  of  having  ferries  established  on  the 
rivers  of  Monongahela  and  Youghiogheny,  and  also  praying 
that  William  Crawford  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  erecting  a 
ferry  over  the  said  river  of  Youghiogheny,  at  Stuart's  crossings, 
and  John  Devoir,  executor  of  the  estate  of  Jacobus  Devoir,  late 
of  Westmoreland  county,  on  behalf  of  the  orphan  children  to 
whom  the  said  estate  belongs,  and  Joseph  Parkinson,  be  also 
allowed  the  privilege  of  having  a  ferry  erected  over  the  said 
river  of  Monongahela,  at  the  distance  of  about  thirty  perches 
below  the  mouth  of  Pigeon  creek: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  For  the  greater  ease,  conveniency  and  se- 
curity of  the  [said]  inhabitants  and  others  passing  and  repass- 
ing the  rivers  aforesaid: 

[Section  L]  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the 
Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  That  the  said  William  Crawford  may  at  any  time  here- 
after and  at  his  own  proper  cost  and  charge,  make,  or  cause  to 
be  made,  a  convenient  landing  on  both  sides  of  the  said  river 
Youghiogheny,  and  shall  keep  and  maintain  the  same  in  good 
order  and  repair,  fit  for  men,  horses  and  carriages  to  pass  and 
repass,  and  also  shall  provide  and  maintain  a  good,  substantial 
boat  or  boats  and  capable  ferrymen  who  shall  duly  and  con- 
stantly attend  as  occasion  may  require. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  John  Devoir,  for  and 
on  behalf  of  the  said  orphan  children,  and  the  said  Joseph  Park- 
inson, may  each  respectively  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  a 
convenient  landing  on  that  respective  side  of  the  said  river 
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of  Monongahela  on  which  he  claims  and  shall  keep  and  main- 
tain the  same  in  like  good  order  and  repair  as  aforesaid,  and 
shall  provide  and  maintain  a  good  boat  or  boats  and  capable 
ferrymen,  who  shall  duly  and  constantly  attend,  as  occasion 
may  require. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  rivers,  so  far  up  as 
they  or  either  of  them  have  been  or  can  be  made  navigable  for 
rafts,  boats  and  canoes,  and  within  the  bounds  and  limits  of  this 
state,  shall  be  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be  public  highways. 

Passed  April  13,  1782.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  522,  etc. 


CHAPTER  CMLXXVIII. 


AN  ACT  TO  ALTER  AND  REPEAL  A  PART  OP  THE  ACT,  ENTITLED  "AN 
ACT  FOR  EMITTING  THE  SUM  OF  FIVE  HUNDRED  THOUSAND  POUNDS 
IN  BILLS  OF  CREDIT  FOR  THE  SUPPORT  OF  THE  ARMY,  AND  FOR 
ESTABLISHING  A  FUND  FOR  THE  REDEMPTION  THEREOF,  AND  FOR 
OTHER  PURPOSES  THEREIN  MENTIONED."  l 

(Section  I,  P.  L..  Whereas  it  is  provided  and  declared  in  the 
fourteenth  section  of  the  act  for  emitting  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds,  passed  the  seventh  of  April,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  that  no  money  be  taken  or 
received  in  the  payment  of  taxes,  after  the  first  day  of  June, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  except  gold  or 
silver,  or  bills  of  credit  by  law  equivalent  thereto:  And  where- 
as, by  the  act  for  the  repeal  of  so  much  of  the  laws  as  make 
bills  of  credit  a  legal  tender,  passed  the  twenty-first  of  June, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  no  paper  bills  of 
credit  (except  in  particular  cases)  are  now  equivalent  to  gold 
or  silver:  And  whereas  it  is  found  that  the  said  restrictions 
have  prevented  the  payment  of  a  sufficient  sum  of  the  old  con- 
tinental currency  into  the  treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  exchang- 
ing and  sinking  our  quota  of  the  same: 

i  Passed  April  7,  1781,  Chapter  939. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1781]  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  473 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  L]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Kepresentatives  of  the  Free- 
men of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assem- 
bly met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  so  much  of  the 
said  act  as  declares  that  no  money,  after  the  first  of  June,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  shall  be  received  in 
taxes,  other  than  gold  or  silver,  or  bills  of  credit  by  law  equiva- 
lent thereto,  is  hereby  repealed  and  made  void;  and  the  old 
continental  bills  of  credit,  the  paper  bills  of  credit,  commonly 
called  resolve  money,  emitted  by  the  assembly  of  the  late 
province  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  bills  of  credit  called  com- 
monwealth money,  emitted  by  act  of  general  assembly,  dated 
the  twentieth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-seven,  are  hereby  declared  payable  in  all  arrearages 
of  taxes  levied  in  continental  bills  of  credit,  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  from  and  after  the  twenty-seventh 
of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight.  And 
the  several  collectors,  county  treasurers,  and  the  state  treas- 
urer, are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  receive  the  said 
several  enumerated  kinds  of  paper  bills  of  credit  at  their  nom- 
inal value,  and  the  paper  bills  of  credit  emitted  in  pursuance 
of  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  eighteenth  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  the  paper  bills  of  credit 
emitted  by  the  act  for  emitting  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds,  passed  the  seventh  of  April,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar 
for  seventy-five  of  the  old  continental  currency,  in  the  payment 
of  the  said  taxes,  anything  in  any  law  of  this  state  to  the  con- 
trary in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  sums  of  money  heretofore 
received  by  collectors  or  county  treasurers  in  any  kind  of  paper 
money  or  that  shall  be  received  hereafter  in  consequence  of 
this  act,  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  state  in  the  same 
kind  and  at  the  same  value  at  which  they  have  or  may  receive 
the  same  on  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  such  collector  or  county 
treasurer. 

Passed  April  13,  1782.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  523,  etc 
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CHAPTER  CMLXXIX. 


AN  ACT  FOR  VESTING  IN  THE  AMERICAN  PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY 
HELD  AT  PHILADELPHIA  FOR  PROMOTING  USEFUL  KNOWLEDGE 
THE  PROPERTY  THEREIN  MENTIONED  UPON  THE  CONDITIONS 
THEREIN  SPECIFIED. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  the  American  Philosophical  So- 
ciety, held  at  Philadelphia,  for  promoting  useful  knowledge,  did, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy,  set  on  foot 
a  subscription  to  raise  a  fund  for  promoting  the  culture  of  silk 
in  America,  in  consequence  of  which  considerable  sums  were 
subscribed  and  collected  and  the  business  was  commenced  by 
forming  a  society  for  promoting  the  culture  of  silk  in  America: 

And  whereas,  a  former  house  of  assembly  were  pleased  to 
grant  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  to  the  said  silk  society 
for  promoting  the  scheme  they  had  undertaken: 

And  whereas,  by  the  rules  of  the  said  silk  society  the  mana- 
gers and  officers  were  to  be  annually  chosen  by  the  subscribers, 
which  rules  were  to  be  in  force  for  three  years  only: 

And  whereas,  in  consequence  of  the  war  the  three  years 
elapsed  without  any  renewal  of  the  constitution  of  the  said  silk 
society,  since  which  time  there  hath  no  election  been  held  nor 
any  business  done  in  the  great  purpose  for  which  the  sub- 
scribers originally  associated : 

And  whereas,  the  stock  of  the  said  society,  consisting  of 
money,  a  quantity  of  raw  silk  and  other  articles,  remain  in  the 
hands  of  the  managers  last  appointed: 

And  whereas,  it  is  not  thought  expedient  to  revive  the  prose- 
cution of  the  said  scheme  at  present  and  the  said  philosophical 
society  having,  by  their  petition,  applied  to  this  house  for  the 
money  and  other  property  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  late 
managers  of  the  said  silk  society: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and  it 
is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  managers  of  the 
said  silk  society  last  appointed,  or  the  survivors  of  them,  shall 
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and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  settle  and  adjust  the  accounts 
of  the  silk  society  and  to  collect  and  recover  all  sums  of  money 
due  thereto.  And  as  the  silk  remaining  in  their  hands  must 
sustain  injury  by  remaining  longer  unwrought,  they  are  hereby 
directed  to  make  sale  thereof;  and  the  net  proceeds,  together 
with  the  other  money  in  stock  and  the  articles  and  utensils 
belonging  to  the  said  silk  society,  they  shall  pay  and  deliver 
unto  the  said  philosophical  society  within  four  months  after 
the  publication  of  this  act,  whose  receipt  shall  be  a  full  dis- 
charge. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  be  it 
further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  sub- 
scriber of  the  said  silk  society  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  October  next  ensuing,  apply  to  the  said  philosophical  society 
for  reimbursement  he  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  his  propor- 
tional dividend  of  what  may  remain  of  the  sum  originally  sub- 
scribed. 

(Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  at  a  future  day  it  may  be- 
come expedient  to  revive  the  said  silk  society: 

[Section  III.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
the  philosophical  society  shall  be  accountable  for  such  sums  of 
money  and  effects  as  shall  remain  in  their  hands  unclaimed  by 
the  proprietors  aforesaid,  and  shall  redeliver  to  them  such  sum 
and  implements  whenever  a  majority  of  the  subscribers  shall, 
under  their  hands,  request  the  same  in  order  to  revive  the  said 
institution. 

Passed  April  15, 1782.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  524,  etc. 
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CHAPTER  CMLXXX. 


AN  ACT  TO  AMEND  AN  ACT,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  ENABLJE  THE 
OWNERS  OP  SCHUYLKILL  POINT  MEADOW  LAND,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OP 
PHILADELPHIA,  TO  KEEP  THE  BANKS,  DAMS,  SLUICES  AND  FLOOD- 
GATES  IN  REPAIR,  AND  TO  RAISE  A  FUND  TO  DEFRAY  THE  EX- 
PENSES THEREOF."  l 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  by  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  en- 
able the  owners  of  Schuylkill  Point  meadow  land,  in  the  county 
of  Philadelphia,  to  keep  the  banks,  dams,  sluices  and  floodgates 
in  repair,  and  to  raise  a  fund  to  defray  the  expenses  thereof," x 
it  was,  among  other  things,  enacted,  That  Hough  Eoberts, 
Enoch  Flower,  Samuel  Rhoads,  Andrew  Bankson,  Joseph  John- 
son and  John  Smith,  or  any  four  of  them,  were  thereby  nomi- 
nated, authorized  and  appointed,  within  two  months  after  the 
publication  of  that  act,  to  divide  the  banks  which  surrounded 
and  included  all  that,  the  said  tract  or  piece  of  marsh  or 
meadow  land,  and  allot  and  appoint  how  many  perches  of  the 
said  bank  each  owner  or  possessor  of  the  said  tract  should  make, 
repair,  maintain  and  support  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
acres  of  meadow  he  held  therein,  alloting  the  part  and  propor- 
tion so  to  be  made,  repaired,  maintained  and  supported,  as 
near  and  convenient  as  might  be  to  the  land  of  each  respective 
owner  thereof,  beginning  the  allotments  at  the  place  of  begin- 
ning in  the  said-recited  act  mentioned,  all  which  said  allotments 
so  made  and  signified  by  an  instrument  in  writing,  under  the 
hands  and  seals  of  any  four  of  them,  should  be  the  proper 
shares,  parts,  proportions  and  quantities  of  bank  for  the  several 
owners  or  possessors  of  the  said  meadow  to  make,  repair  and 
support  at  their  own  expense  and  charge,  as  in  and  by  the  said- 
recited  act  more  fully  appear: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  is  found  by  experience 
that  the  mode  of  supporting  the  said  bank  by  individual  allot- 
ments is  attended  with  divers  inconveniences: 

[Section  L]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Representatives 


i  Passed  September  26,  1761,  Chapter  472. 
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of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  Gen- 
eral Assembly  met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That 
from  and  after  the  publication  of  this  act  the  several  owners 
of  meadow  ground  within  the  banks  surrounding  the  said 
Schuylkill  Point  meadows  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  released 
and  discharged  from  making,  repairing,  maintaining  and  sup- 
porting the  several  proper  shares,  parts,  proportions  and  quan- 
tities of  the  said  bank  to  them  alloted,  in  pursuance  of  the  said- 
recited  act,  at  their  own  proper  expense  and  charge  and  of 
and  from  all  penalties  and  forfeitures  by  the  said-recited  act  an- 
nexed to  the  neglect  thereof. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  immediately  after  the  passing 
of  this  act  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  present  managers 
of  the  said  company  to  enter  into  and  upon  the  said  banks,  and 
if,  upon  inspection  it  shall  appear  to  them  that  any  particular 
allotments  thereof  shall  stand  in  immediate  need  of  repair, 
then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  managers,  without  consult- 
ing the  owners  of  the  particular  allotments  which  shall  so  re- 
quire immediate  repairs,  to  enter  upon  the  adjoining  grounds 
with  such  workmen,  horses,  carts,  implements  and  tools  as  shall 
be  necessary,  and  to  dig  and  cast  earth,  or  purchase  other  ma- 
terials and  cause  the  said  allotments  of  bank  to  be  repaired  so 
as  to  put  them  all  in  order  and  repair  as  nearly  as  possible 
equal  at  the  several  expense  and  charge  of  each  of  the  said 
owners  of  the  said  allotments  which  shall  require  such  repair, 
and  to  levy,  recover,  collect  and  receive  from  each  of  them,  re- 
spectively, the  several  amounts  of  the  said  respective  expenses 
and  charges,  in  the  same  manner  and  under  the  same  penalties 
and  forfeitures  as  the  taxes  for  other  purposes  in  the  said- 
recited  act  mentioned  are  directed  to  be  levied,  recovered,  col- 
lected and  paid. 

(Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  in  order  for  the  better  and  more 
certain  and  expeditious  repairing  and  supporting  the  said  bank 
in  future,  and  for  rendering  the  burden  and  expense  thereof 
more  equal  upon  all  the  said  owners: 

[Section  III.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
from  and  after  the  publication  of  this  act,  it  shall  and  may  be 
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lawful  to  and  for  the  managers  of  the  said  Schuylkill  Point 
meadows,  elected  and  to  be  elected  in  pursuance  of  the  before- 
recited  act,  and  they  are  hereby  enjoined  and  required  to  enter 
upon  and  inspect  the  said  banks,  drains  and  ditches,  so  often 
as  they  shall  think  necessary,  but  not  less  than  four  times  in 
every  year,  and  if,  upon  such  inspection,  it  shall  appear  to  them 
that  any  part  of  the  said  bank  stands  in  need  of  repair,  whether 
from  gradual  decay  or  a  sudden  irruption  of  the  water,  or  other- 
wise, then  and  in  such  case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
said  managers,  without  consulting  the  owners  of  the  particular 
place  where  such  repairs  are  wanting,  to  enter  upon  the  ad- 
joining grounds  with  such  workmen,  horses,  carts,  implements 
and  tools  as  shall  be  necessary,  and  there  to  dig  and  carry 
earth  or  purchase  other  materials  for  the  repair  and  support 
of  the  said  bank  (in  a  good  substantial  and  sufficient  manner, 
according  to  the  directions  in  the  said-recited  act  contained), 
at  the  joint  expense  and  charge  of  all  the  said  owners. 

(Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  may  sometimes  happen 
that  great  benefit  may  be  derived  to  the  general  interest  of 
the  said  company  by  making  some  additional  works  for  the 
security  of  the  said  banks  or  draining  the  said  meadows,  but 
the  great  length  of  time  necessary  to  procure  the  consent  of  all 
the  said  owners  may  prevent  the  same  being  done  within  due 
time: 

[Section  IV.]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  a  board  of  the  man- 
agers, at  any  time  when  they  shall  be  of  opinion  that  any  such 
additional  works  (not  herein  nor  by  the  act  to  which  this  is 
a  supplement  provided  for)  shall  become  necessary  and  expedi- 
ent for  the  general  benefit  of  all  the  said  owners,  to  cause  the 
same  to  be  done  and  perfected  at  the  joint  expense  and  charge 
of  all  the  said  owners. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  said  managers,  elected  and  to  be  elected  as  aforesaid,  from 
time  to  time  to  lay  such  assessments  and  taxes  on  every  acre 
of  land  within  the  said  bank  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  for 
repairing,  maintaining  and  supporting  the  same;  and  for  the 
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other  purposes  herein  above  mentioned,  to  be  paid,  collected 
and  recovered  in  the  same  manner  and  under  the  same  penalties 
and  forfeitures  as  the  taxes  for  other  purposes  in  the  said- 
recited  act  mentioned  are  thereby  directed  to  be  levied,  recov- 
ered, collected  and  paid. 

(Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  the  penalty  by  the  said- 
recited  act  annexed  to  the  refusal  or  neglect  of  any  owner  of 
the  said  Schuylkill  Point  meadows  to  serve  the  office  of  a 
manager  when  thereto  elected  by  the  said  company,  is  found 
to  be  insufficient  to  answer  the  ends  thereby  intended: 

[Section  VI.]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  from  and  after  the  publication  of  this  act,  whenever 
any  owner  or  possessor  of  any  of  the  said  meadows  shall  be  duly 
elected,  in  pursuance  of  the  said-recited  act,  to  serve  as  a 
manager  to  the  said  company,  and  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
take  upon  himself  the  burden  of  the  said  office,  every  such 
person  so  elected  and  neglecting  or  refusing,  unless  he  shall 
have  served  the  said  office  two  successive  years  next  before  his 
said  election,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
said  company  for  the  time  being  the  sum  of  five  pounds,  lawful 
money  of  this  commonwealth  for  the  public  use  of  the  said 
company,  in  lieu  of  such  service,  which  said  penalty  shall  be 
levied,  collected,  recovered  and  paid  in  the  same  manner,  and 
under  the  same  forfeitures,  as  other  moneys  payable  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  said  company  are  by  the  said-recited  act  di- 
rected to  be  recovered. 

[Section  VII. J  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  so  much  of  the  said- 
recited  act  as  is  herein  and  hereby  altered  shall  be  and  is  hereby 
repealed  and  made  null  and  void,  but  all  and  every  other  matter 
and  thing  therein  contained  shall  be  and  remain  in  full  force 
and  virtue  as  if  this  act  were  never  made. 

Passed  April  15, 1782.    Recorded  I*  B.  No.  1,  p.  525,  etc. 
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CHAPTER  CMLXXXL 


AN  ACT  TO  VEST  A  CERTAIN  LOT  OR  LOTS  OF  GROUND  IN  THE  DIS- 
TRICT OF  SOUTHWARK,  IN  TRUSTEES  FOR  THE  USE  OF  A  PUBLIC 
LANDING  UPON  THE  CONDITIONS  HEREINAFTER  MENTIONED  AND 
OTHER  PURPOSES. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  of 
Southwark  have  been  long  desirous  to  procure  a  commodious 
lot  or  lots  of  ground  for  the  purpose  of  public  landings  and 
streets  within  the  said  district,  and  in  pursuance  of  such  de- 
sire, Luke  Morris,  Thomas  Penrose  and  James  Penrose  did, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight,  purchase  of  John  Jekyl  three  lots  of  ground  situate  on 
the  east  side  of  Front  street,  in  the  said  district,  and  extend- 
ing from  thence  across  Penn  street  and  Water  street  into  the 
river  Delaware,  which  said  lots  were  conveyed  to  them  as 
joint  tenants  in  fee,  by  indenture  bearing  date  the  twelfth  day 
of  May,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight.  And  whereas,  the  said  Luke  Morris,  Thomas  Penrose 
and  James  Penrose,  by  a  certain  deed  poll  under  their  hands 
and  seals  duly  executed,  bearing  date  the  [said]  twelfth  day 
of  May,  in  the  same  year,  did  declare  and  acknowledge  that 
the  said  purchase,  so  as  aforesaid  by  them  made,  was  intended 
for  public  use,  and  did  covenant  and  promise,  that  if  the  in- 
habitants of  the  said  district  should  incline  to  take  the  same 
and  should,  within  three  years  then  next  following,  well  and 
truly  pay,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  to  the  said  Luke  Morris,  Thomas 
Penrose  and  James  Penrose,  their  heirs,  executors,  adminis- 
trators or  assigns,  the  full  purchase  money  by  them  paid,  to- 
gether with  lawful  interest  for  the  same  and  such  reasonable 
ccsts  and  charges  as  should  accrue  to  them  upon  the  said 
purchase,  then  and  in  that  case  they,  the  said  Luke  Morris, 
Thomas  Penrose  and  James  Penrose,  or  the  survivors  or  sur- 
vivor [of  them]  would,  by  good  and  sufficient  conveyance  and 
assurance  in  tbo  law,  convey  and  assure  the  said  lots  of  ground 
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to  trustees  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  be  held  by 
them,  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  in  trust  for  the  public 
use  as  in  and  by  the  said  indenture  and  deed  poll  recorded  in 
the  rolls  office  for  the  county  of  Philadelphia  more  fully  ap- 
pears. And  whereas,  divers  attempts  have  been  made  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  district  to  fall  upon  some  mode  of  rais- 
ing money  for  those  purposes,  but  hitherto  the  same  have 
proved  abortive.  And  whereas,  the  said  inhabitants  of  South- 
wark  aforesaid,  have  lately  chosen  and  appointed  Robert  Knox, 
Joseph  Blewer,  Joseph  Turner,  John  Brown,  William  Clifton 
and  Isaac  Penrose  to  be  a  committee  to  transact  all  business, 
touching  and  concerning  the  said  lots,  and  to  endeavor  to  raise 
moneys  and  procure  a  title  to  themselves  for  the  said  lots  for 
public  use,  which  committee  having  had  several  conferences 
with  the  said  Luke  Morris,  Thomas  Penrose  and  Abel  James 
(guardian  duly  appointed  of  Clement  Penrose,  the  only  child  of 
the  said  James  Penrose,  who  is  since  dead)  and  have  come  to 
an  agreement  concerning  the  same: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by 
the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same,  That  James  Pemberton,  Joseph  Swift,  Peter 
Knight,  Henry  Drinker  and  Richard  Wells,  or  any  three  of 
them  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  auditors  to  hear 
forthwith  the  said  Luke  Morris,  Thomas  Penrose  and  Abel 
James,  and  examine  their  accounts  and  vouchers  and  to  settle 
the  same  agreeable  to  the  original  intent  of  the  parties,  and 
by  deeds  poll  under  their  hands  and  seals  to  certify  and  ascer- 
tain the  precise  sum  of  money  due  to  each  of  them,  the  said 
Luke  Morris,  Thomas  Penrose  and  Clement  Penrose,  as  the 
representative  of  the  said  James  Penrose,  for  their  respective 
shares  of  the  principal,  interest  and  costs  of  the  said  purchase, 
which  certificates,  so  executed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  delivered 
to  the  said  parties,  and  shall  be  and  remain,  conclusive  evidence 
of  the  amount  of  the  said  respective  sums  due.  And  the  said 
auditors  shall  have  power  to  proceed  upon  the  said  examination 
and  settlement  of  the  accounts  ex  parte  if  any  of  the  persons 
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concerned  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  attend  them  upon  ten  days' 
notice. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  the  said  Robert  Knox, 
Joseph  Blewer,  Joseph  Turner,  John  Brown,  William  Cliffton 
and  Isaac  Penrose,  or  any  of  them,  do  and  shall  well  and  truly 
pay,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  to  the  said  Luke  Morris,  Thomas  Pen- 
rose and  Clement  Penrose,  or  to  their  heirs,  executors,  admin- 
istrators and  assigns  or  to  the  guardian  of  the  said  Clement 
Penrose,  the  several  and  respective  debts  or  sums  of  money  so 
as  aforesaid  to  be  certified  and  ascertained  by  the  said  auditors, 
with  interest  thereon  from  the  date  of  the  said  deeds  poll, 
within  two  years  next  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  and  shall 
procure  acknowledgments  indorsed  thereon  and  signed  by  the 
said  Luke  Morris,  Thomas  Penrose  and  Clement  Penrose,  re- 
spectively, or  their  heirs,  executors,  administrators  or  assigns, 
or  the  guardian  of  the  said  Clement  Penrosfe  (who  are  hereby 
[enjoined  and]  required  to  sign  such  acknowledgments  upon 
receipt  thereof)  that  such  moneys  are  well  and  truly  paid  to 
them,  then  the  said  deeds  poll  and  the  acknowledgments  in- 
dorsed (being  proved  or  acknowledged  by  the  parties  in  the 
manner  and  form  that  deeds  of  conveyance  are  usually  proved 
or  acknowledged)  shall  and  may  be  recorded  in  the  office  for 
recording  of  deeds  in  and  for  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  and 
shall  vest  the  estate  of  inheritance  in  fee  simple  of  and  in  the 
said  lots  in  them,  the  said  Robert  Knox,  Joseph  Blewer,  Joseph 
Turner,  John  Brown,  William  Cliffton  and  Isaac  Penrose,  as 
fully  and  effectually  as  the  same  could  be  vested  in  them  by 
any  feoffment  or  deed  of  conveyance  whatsoever,  in  trust  never- 
theless to  and  for  the  uses,  intents  and  purposes  hereafter  men- 
tioned. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  the  said  Robert  Knox,  Jo- 
seph Blewer,  Joseph  Turner,  John  Brown,  William  Cliffton 
and  Isaac  Penrose  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  to  the  said 
Luke  Morris,  Thomas  Penrose  and  Clement  Penrose,  respec- 
tively, their  heirs,  executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  or  to 
the  guardian  of  the  said  Clement  Penrose,  the  said  several  and 
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respective  sums  of  money  so  as  aforesaid  certified  and  ascer- 
tained by  the  said  auditors  to  be  due  to  them,  with  interest 
for  the  same,  for  the  space  of  two  years  next  after  the  passing 
of  this  act,  then  and  from  thenceforth  all  right,  title,  interest, 
claim  and  demand  whatsoever,  both  at  law  and  in  equity,  which 
the  said  trustees  in  behalf  of  the  public  have,  or  claim  to  have, 
of,  in  and  to  the  said  lots  of  ground  shall  cease,  determine  and 
become  absolutely  void  and  extinct,  and  the  said  Luke  Morris, 
Thomas  Penrose  and  Clement  Penrose,  and  their  heirs  and  as- 
signs, shall  and  may  have,  hold  and  enjoy  the  same  to  their 
own  proper  use  and  behoof  as  tenants  in  common  in  equal 
shares  and  proportions  in  fee  simple,  without  any  further  or 
other  release  or  conveyance, 

(Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  is  intended  to  raise  a  sum 
of  money  by  laying  and  collecting  a  tax  upon  the  real  and  per- 
sonal estates  within  the  said  district  in  yearly  portions,  suffi- 
cient within  a  reasonable  number  of  years  to  reimburse  the  said 
trustees  the  whole  principal  and  interest  thereon  which  they 
shall  advance  for  procuring  the  aforesaid  title  to  them,  and  it  is 
reasonable  that  they  should  be  fully  secured  and  indemnified 
from  loss  by  paying  their  private  moneys  or  engaging  their 
private  credit  for  public  use: 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  so  soon  as  the  said  trustees  shall, 
by  payment  of  the  said  purchase  money,  have  procured  a  title 
to  themselves,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  them,  or  the  sur- 
vivors of  thern,  to  lay  out  such  parts  of  the  said  lots  as  they 
shall  think  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  public  for  streets  and 
landings,  and  if  any  should  be  left,  which  in  their  judgment  will 
not  be  necessary  for  public  use,  then  they,  or  the  survivors  of 
them,  shall  and  may  sell  all  such  unnecessary  parts  of  the 
said  lots  by  public  sale  for  the  best  prices  that  can  be  obtained, 
and  make  good  and  perfect  titles  for  the  same,  to  the  pur- 
chasers in  fee  simple,  and  apply  the  moneys  arising  from  such 
sales  towards  the  payment  of  themselves  for  the  moneys  they 
shall  be  in  advance  and  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
them,  or  the  survivors  of  them,  to  borrow,  on  interest,  any, 
sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  the  amount  which  shall 
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then  be  due  to  them,  and  to  grant,  bargain,  sell,  convey  and 
assure  to  the  lenders,  in  mortgage,  all  such  parts  of  the  said 
lots  as  shall  be  retained  for  public  use,  which  deeds  of  mort- 
gage shall  be  as  good  and  valid  in  the  law  for  securing  the 
payment  of  the  moneys  borrowed  as  any  mortgage  made  by  a 
private  person  of  his  own  estate  now  is. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  said  trustees  and  the  survivors  of  them  to  demise,  grant 
and  to  farm  let  to  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever  for  any 
term  of  years  not  exceeding  seven  at  one  time,  all  the  wharves, 
keys  and  landing  places  belonging  to  the  said  lots,  as  a  public 
landing  place,  reserving  such  rents  and  conditions  and  estab- 
lishing such  rates  and  prices  for  the  toll  or  wharfage  of  all 
kinds  of  articles  which  are  usually  brought  to  public  landings 
as  they  shall  think  reasonable,  and  restraining  the  tenant  from 
demanding  higher  rates  and  prices,  and  binding  him  in  suf- 
ficient penalties  in  all  things  to  abide  by  such  rules,  orders 
and  regulations  as  the  tenants  of  the  public  landings  in  the 
city  [of]  Philadelphia  are  bound  to  observe,  and  to  receive 
the  rents,  issues,  and  profits  thereof  and  to  apply  the  same  in 
discharge  of  the  encumbrances  on  the  said  lots. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  so  soon  as  a  sufficient  sum 
of  money  shall  be  raised  by  sale  of  part  of  the  premises  as 
aforesaid,  by  the  rents,  issues  and  profits  of  the  residue, 
and  by  a  public  tax  which  is  intended  to  be  laid  and  col- 
lected within  the  said  district,  or  by  any  other  means  suffi- 
cient to  discharge  all  the  encumbrances  which  the  said  lot  shall 
be  subject  to,  in  manner  aforesaid,  then  the  said  Robert  Knox, 
Joseph  Blewer,  Joseph  Turner,  John  Brown,  William  Cliffton 
and  Isaac  Penrose,  or  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  or 
the  heirs  and  assigns  of  the  survivor,  shall,  by  good  and  suffi- 
cient conveyance  and  assurance  in  the  law,  grant,  release  and 
confirm  the  said  premises  which  shall  be  retained  for  public 
use  as  aforesaid  to  the  supervisors  of  the  highways  in  and  for 
the  said  district  of  Southwark  for  the  time  being  (who  are  hereby 
erected  into  and  declared  to  be  one  body  politic  and  corporate 
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for  this  especial  purpose,  in  deed  and  in  law  capable  of  hold- 
ing the  same,  and  of  suing  and  being  sued  in  all  actions  touch- 
ing and  concerning  the  same)  by  the  name  of  the  supervisors 
of  the  public  landings  and  highways  in  the  district  of  South- 
wark,  and  to  their  successors  forever,  in  trust  for  the  use  of  the 
public,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  mentioned;  that  is  to  say,  in 
trust  that  the  said  supervisors  for  the  time  being,  or  a  ma- 
jority of  them,  with  the  approbation  of  three  justices  of  the 
peace  of  and  for  the  said  county,  shall  and  may  demise,  grant 
and  to  farm  let  the  same  landings  to  any  person  or  persons 
for  any  term  of  years  not  exceeding  seven  at  one  time  upon 
such  rents  and  conditions  as  they  shall  think  proper,  and  shall 
and  may  make  such  rules,  orders  and  regulations  for  the  well 
governing  as  well  the  tenants  thereof  as  the  boat,  flats,  carts 
and  wagons  which  shall  frequent  the  same,  and  the  owners, 
skippers  and  drivers  thereof,  and  the  prices  or  rates  of  toll  or 
wharfage  to  be  paid  for  all  articles  to  be  unladen  thereon,  and 
that  the  said  supervisors  shall  receive  the  rents,  issues  and 
profits  thereof  and  apply  the  same  to  make  any  improve- 
ments or  buildings  thereon,  to  pave  any  of  the  streets  or  to 
maintain  and  repair  any  of  the  highways  or  to  any  other  public 
use  within  the  said  district  which  the  said  supervisors,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  with  the  approbation  of  three  justices  of  the 
said  county  as  aforesaid  shall  order,  direct  and  appoint. 
Passed  April  15, 1782.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  527,  etc. 


CHAPTER  CMLXXXIL 


AN  ACT  TO  AMEND  AND  RENDER  EFFECTUAL  AN  ACT,  ENTITLED  "AN 
ACT  FOR  REGULATING  PARTY  WALLS  AND  PARTITION  FENCES  IN 
THE  CITY  OF  PHILADELPHIA,"  TO  DECLARE  DIVERS  NEW  STREETS 
AND  WAYS,  OPENED  AND  TO  BE  OPENED  AND  LAID  OUT  WITHIN 
THE  SAID  CITY,  TO  BE  HIGHWAYS,  AND  ALSO  TO  DECLARE  NUI- 
SANCES BY  BUILDINGS  WITHIN  THE  SAID  STREETS  REMOVABLE, 
AND  FOR  OTHER  PURPOSES  THEREIN  MENTIONED. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  an  act  of  assembly,  passed  on  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  February,  which  was  in  the  year  of  our 
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Lord  (accordiDg  to  the  new  style)  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  twenty  and  one,  entitled  "An  act  for  regulating  party  walls 
and  partition  fences  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia," *  has,  upon 
experience,  been  found  to  be  an  useful  law,  by  preventing  con- 
tentions concerning  the  boundaries  of  landed  property  within 
the  said  city,  and  by  preserving  the  breadth  and  directness  of 
the  streets  and  alleys  of  the  said  city.  And  whereas,  ever 
since  the  late  revolution  the  said  act,  though  revived  with  divers 
other  laws  of  the  late  province  of  Pennsylvania,  has  been  wholly 
dormant  and  inoperative,  because  of  the  dissolution  of  the 
late  corporation  of  the  mayor  and  commonalty  of  the  said  city, 
which  corporation  in  and  by  the  said  act  was  authorized  to 
appoint  the  surveyors  and  regulators  in  the  said  act  mentioned 
and  to  receive  and  determine  appeals  from  the  said  surveyors 
or  regulators.  And  whereas  divers  amendments  to  the  said  act 
may  be  usefully  made: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by 
the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  any  four  or  more  of  the  justices  of  the  peace 
who  are  or  shall  be  commissioned  for  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  residing  in  said  city,  together  with  four  or  more 
of  the  commissioners  for  paving  and  cleansing  the  streets  of 
the  said  city,  shall  appoint  the  surveyors  or  regulators  afore- 
said, as  fully  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  they  were  form- 
erly appointed  by  the  mayor  and  commonalty  of  the  said  city 
in  common  council  assembled;  and  in  case  of  the  death,  re- 
moval, refusal  to  serve  or  misbehavior  of  any  of  the  persons  ap- 
pointed by  virtue  of  this  act,  the  said  justices  and  commission- 
ers to  appoint  another  or  others  in  his  or  their  room  and  stead. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  appeals  hereafter  made  from 
the  order,  direction  and  award  of  the  said  regulators,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  said  act  and  of  this  act  shall  be  taken  and  made 
and  shall  lie  to  the  next  court  of  common  pleas  to  be  holden  for 
the  county  of  Philadelphia,  after  the  expiration  of  one  calen- 
dar month  from  the  time  of  making  the  order,  direction  or 

i  Passed  February  24,  1721,  Chapter  242.  — — — 
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award,  appealed  from,  but  not  afterwards  nor  otherwise;  where- 
upon the  said  court  (upon  security  being  entered  by  the  party 
appealing  for  the  payment  of  costs,  as  well  his  own  as  those 
of  the  party  appellate  in  case  he  or  she  prevail  not  in  his  or 
her  suit)  shall  direct  a  venire  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  com- 
manding him  to  summon  a  jury  to  try  the  matter  in  dispute, 
and  shall  proceed  therein  according  to  the  course  of  the  com- 
mon law. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  shall  lay  the 
foundation,  or  begin  to  lay  the  foundation  of  any  party  wall, 
or  of  any  wall  adjoining  or  upon  the  line  of  any  public  street, 
lane  or  alley,  within  the  said  city,  before  the  line  and  boun- 
daries of  the  lot  or  piece  of  land  whereon  the  said  foundation 
shall  be  so  laid,  or  begun  to  be  laid,  shall  be  adjusted  and 
marked  out  by  the  said  regulators,  or  two  of  them,  every  such 
person,  as  well  employer  as  master  builder,  shall  forfeit  the 
sum  of  ten  pounds,  one-half  part  thereof  to  the  street  commis- 
sioners for  the  time  being,  to  be  laid  out  towards  making  or 
amending  the  pavements  of  the  public  streets,  and  the  other 
half  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  informer,  together  with  costs; 
provided  the  prosecution  be  commenced  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  within  twelve  calendar  months  after  the  offense 
shall  be  committed. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  as  soon  as  conveniently  may 
be  the  northern  line  of  Vine  street  and  southern  line  of  Cedar 
street  shall  be  ascertained,  regulated  and  marked  out  by  the 
regulators  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  assisted  by  the  regulators 
of  the  district  of  the  Northern  Liberties,  so  far  as  said  district, 
that  they  are  appointed  for,  is  bounded  on  the  said  city,  and 
assisted  by  the  regulators  of  the  district  of  Southwark,  so  far 
as  the  said  district  is  bounded  on  said  city,  and  the  rest  of  the 
northern  line  of  Vine  street,  and  the  rest  of  the  southern  line 
of  Cedar  street,  respectively,  shall  be  ascertained,  adjusted 
and  marked  out  by  the  regulators  of  the  said  city,  which  regu- 
lating and  marking  out  of  Vine  and  Cedar  streets  shall  be  per- 
formed and  done  at  the  joint  proportionable  expense  of  the 
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said  city,  and  districts,  to  be  paid  by  the  commissioners  for 
paving  and  cleansing  the  streets,  and  by  the  regulators  of  the 
said  districts,  respectively,  upon  the  certificate  of  the  regulators 
of  the  said  city  and  districts,  who  are  hereby  empowered  to 
proportion  the  said  expense. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  regulators,  so  to  be  appointed 
as  aforesaid  for  the  said  city,  shall  enter  into  a  book  all  direc- 
tions, orders  and  awards  by  them  made  in  pursuance  of  said 
act,  and  of  this  act  concerning  the  boundaries  of  any  lot  or 
land  situated  within  the  said  city  (such  book  to  be  provided  for 
them,  by  the  commissioners  for  paving  and  cleansing  the  streets 
of  the  said  city)  and  every  such  order  and  award,  if  made  with 
reasonable  notice  beforehand  to  the  parties  interested  therein, 
shall  conclude  and  bind  all  persons,  unless  the  same  be  set 
aside  upon  appeal  as  aforesaid;  and  the  said  regulators  of  the 
said  city  shall  in  like  manner  enter  in  the  same  book  all  regu- 
lations, made  by  the  [said]  justices  and  themselves,  of  descents, 
watercourses,  common  sewers  and  all  other  their  proceedings 
and  actings  in  their  office  as  regulators. 

(Section  VII,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  no  person  under 
age,  non  compos  mentis,  covert,  imprisoned  or  beyond  sea,  or 
any  person  who  shall  not  have  reasonable  notice  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  injured  or  affected  by  any  proceeding,  order,  direction 
or  award  of  the  said  regulators,  so  as  the  party  and  parties  so 
disabled  or  not  noticed  enter  and  prosecute  his,  her  and  their 
appeal  as  aforesaid,  within  three  years  after  coming  to  full  age, 
sound  memory,  discoverture,  return  from  beyond  sea  or  if 
within  the  United  States  within  one  year  after  notice  in  writing 
shall  be  given  of  the  order  and  award  of  the  said  regulators. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  regulators,  for  their 
trouble  in  regulating  and  setting  out  the  lines  of  any  lot  or 
piece  of  land  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act  and  of  this  act,  and 
for  entering  their  order  and  award  concerning  the  same  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  paid  by  the  parties  interested  therein,  five 
shillings  each,  and  no  more;  and  for  surveying,  regulating  and 
laying  out  any  streets,  water  courses  and  common  sewers  the 
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sum  of  ten  shillings  to  each  of  them  who  shall  be  employed 
therein,  for  every  day  so  employed;  to  be  paid  by  the  commis- 
sioners for  paving  and  cleansing  the  streets  of  said  city,  by  an 
order  on  their  treasurer. 

[Section  VII. ]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  regulators  of  said  city, 
together  with  their  necessary  assistants,  may  at  all  seasonable 
hours  enter  into  or  upon  any  lot  or  land  within  the  said  city 
and  survey  and  measure  the  same  in  order  to  perform  the 
service  and  duty  required  of  them  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  streets,  lanes  and  alleys 
within  the  said  city  heretofore  opened  for  and  dedicated  to 
public  use  by  private  persons,  and  that  all  streets,  lanes  and 
alleys  which  have  been  directed  and  laid  out  by  the  supreme 
executive  council  for  the  accommodation  of  the  purchasers 
of  the  public  lots  within  the  said  city,  that  have  been  or  shall 
be  sold  so  far  as  the  same  are  laid  out  through  the  said  public 
lots  for  the  redemption  of  the  bills  of  credit  of  this  common- 
wealth, dated  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty,  shall  be  considered  and  deemed  high- 
ways, according  to  the  records  thereof  remaining  in  the  sur- 
veyor-general's office,  as  fully,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as 
any  highways  laid  out  by  order  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions 
of  any  county  within  this  state. 

(Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  in  time  past,  from  inatten- 
tion and  otherwise,  divers  buildings  and  fences  have  been 
erected  within  the  said  city,  in  such  manner  as  to  stand  partly 
on  the  public  streets  and  alleys  thereof,  and  these  nuisances, 
from  tenderness  to  the  possessors  or  owners  of  the  adjoining 
freeholds  have  been  suffered  to  continue  [for]  many  years,  with 
design  that  when  such  buildings  should  decay,  the  public  ways 
which  were  so  obstructed  might  be  properly  opened  and  ex- 
tended: 

[Section  IX.]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  no  length  of  possession  whatever  of  any  part  of 
any  public  street  or  way  within  the  said  city  so  encroached  upon 
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shall  be  available  to  bar  or  prevent  the  correction  and  removal 
of  any  nuisance  by  buildings,  enclosure  or  otherwise  which  have 
been  or  hereafter  may  be  erected  or  made  within  or  upon  any 
street,  lane  or  alley  in  the  said  city. 

(Section  XII,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  trees  growing  in  the  public 
streets,  lanes  and  alleys  of  the  said  city  of  Philadelphia  do 
obstruct  prospect  and  passage  through  the  same  and  also  dis- 
turb and  disorder  the  watercourses  and  footways  by  the  ex- 
tending and  increase  of  the  roots  thereof  and  must  tend  to 
spread  fires  when  any  break  out  within  the  said  city: 

[Section  X.]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  all  trees  now  growing  or  which  shall  hereafter 
grow  or  be  planted  within  the  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  of  this 
city  shall  be  removed  out  of  the  same  by  the  said  commission- 
ers, and  that  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  obstruct  or  hinder 
the  removal  of  any  trees  as  aforesaid,  every  person  so  offending 
shall  respectively  forfeit  the  sum  of  ten  pounds,  to  be  recov- 
ered on  indictment,  with  costs,  in  the  city  court,  if  the  prose- 
cution be  commenced  within  six  months  after  the  offense,  to 
the  use  of  the  said  commissioners,  to  be  by  them  applied  to  the 
paving  and  cleansing  the  streets  of  the  said  city. 

(Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  the  grates  in  the  public 
streets  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  over  vaults  are  become  very 
dangerous  by  the  manner  of  their  constructions,  and  the  owners 
neglecting  to  keep  them  in  proper  repair. 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  XI.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
within  three  calendar  months  after  the  passing  this  act, 
every  owner  or  owners  of  vaults  over  which  a  grate  or  grates 
are  placed,  shall  cause  the  said  grate  or  grates  to  be  made  of 
good  iron  bars  of  one  inch  square,  if  eighteen  inches  long,  and 
so  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  the  bar,  the  said  bar  to  be 
[laid]  crossways  of  the  street,  and  the  space  between  the  bars 
not  to  exceed  one  inch  and  a  quarter  of  an  inch;  and  the  said 
grate  or  grates  shall  be  fixed  in  a  frame  of  stone  or  good  red 
cedar,  the  scantling  of  which  to  be  at  least  six  inches  square 
for  a  bar  of  eighteen  inches  long  and  so  in  proportion  for 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1781]  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  491 

the  length  of  the  bar,  the  frame  to  be  laid  solid  on  the  wall 
of  the  opening  of  the  said  vault  and  the  upper  side  of  the 
frame  nearly  level  with  the  pavement;  the  wall  of  the  opening, 
with  the  arch  of  the  vault  and  the  grate  or  grates,  always  to 
be  kept  in  good  repair.  And  every  owner,  if  a  resident  within 
the  said  city,  or  tenant  of  a  non-resident*  owner,  who  has  or 
may  have  vaults  under  any  of  the  public  streets  is  hereby  di- 
rected and  enjoined  to  comply  with  the  above  regulations  under 
the  penalty  of  thirty  shillings,  to  be  paid  to  the  commissioners 
for  pitching,  paving  and  cleansing  the  streets,  and  by  them  to 
be  applied  towards  making,  amending  and  cleansing  the  same. 
And  the  said  commissioners  are  hereby  directed  to  make  and 
amend  such  vaults  or  grates  which  the  owners  neglect  to  repair 
agreeable  to  this  act,  out  of  the  public  money,  and  recover  the 
expense  thereof  with  the  forfeiture  of  such  resident  owner  or 
tenant  of  such  non-resident  owner,  respectively,  as  the  case 
may  require  in  a  summary  way,  as  debts  under  Ave  pounds  are 
usually  recovered. 

[Section  XII.]  (Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  tenant  of  a  non-resident  owner 
shall  make  or  repair  the  vault,  grate  or  grates  agreeable  to  this 
act,  it  shall  be  allowed  to  him  by  the  owner  or  landlord  out  of 
the  rent  then  due  or  thereafter  to  become  due.  Provided 
nevertheless,  That  any  grate  or  grates  which  may  at  present 
appear  safe  and  substantial  in  the  judgment  of  any  two  or  more 
of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  city  with  the  said  commis- 
sioners, or  a  majority  of  them,  may  be  indulged  therewith  until 
they  want  repairing,  or  by  the  said  justices  [and]  commission- 
ers ordered  otherwise. 

[Section  XIII.]  (Section  XV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  person  or  persons  shall  here- 
after dig  or  cause  to  be  dug  any  vault  or  vaults  under  any  of 
the  streets  of  the  said  city  without  first  obtaining  liberty  of 
four  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  city,  with  a  majority  of 
the  regulators  appointed  by  this  act,  who  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  judge  and  determine  on  the  necessity  thereof  and  the 
distance  to  be  dug  under  any  of  the  streets,  provided  the  same 
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[does]  not  exceed  fifteen  feet  from  the  front  wall  of  the  dwell- 
ing before  which  such  vault  is  intended  to  be  dug. 

Passed  April  15,  1782.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  531,  etc.  Sec  the 
note  to  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  February  24,  1720-21,  Chapter 
242,  and  the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  March  11,  1789,  Chapter  1394; 
April  2,  1790,  Chapter  15G9.  The  twelfth  section  of  the  Act  in  the 
text  was  repealed  by  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  September  20, 1782, 
Chapter  990. 


CHAPTER  CMLXXXIIL 


AN  ACT  TO  ENABLE  THE  SUPREME  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL  TO  NEGO- 
TIATE SUCH  LOANS,  AS  MAY  BE  NECESSARY  TO  PROCURE  A  SUFFI- 
CIENT SUM  OF  MONEY  FOR  THE  DEFENSE  OF  THE  FRONTIERS  OF 
THIS  STATE,  AND  THE  SUPPORT  OF  CIVIL  GOVERNMENT. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  several  funds  hereinafter 
mentioned  cannot  in  their  nature  be  so  immediately  productive 
as  to  answer  the  several  exigencies  of  government  depending 
thereon : 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  L]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the 
Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General 
Assembly  met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the 
supreme  executive  council  of  this  state  be  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  procure,  on  loan,  such  sum  or 
sums  of  money  as  they  may  deem  necessary  for  the  purpose 
of  defending  the  frontiers  and  for  the  other  exigencies  of  gov- 
ernment for  the  present  year,  not  specially  provided  for  by  law. 
Provided  always,  That  the  said  loan  do  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
thirty  thousand  pounds,  and  that  the  interest  thereon  do  not 
exceed  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  duties  arising  on  spiritu- 
ous liquors,  the  revenues  that  may  arise  on  sales  at  vendues, 
the  fines  and  forfeitures  which  have  or  may  come  into  the  naval 
and  excise  officers'  hands  and  that  may  arise  within  the  sev- 
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eral  courts  of  this  state,  the  moneys  arising  from  marriage, 
tavern  and  other  licenses  and  the  moneys  due  and  that  may 
be  collected  within  the  present  year  on  mortgages  in  the  loan 
office  shall  be  and  are  hereby  pledged  as  funds  out  of  which 
the  said  loan  or  loans,  with  the  interest  and  charges  thereon, 
shall  be  discharged,  satisfied  and  paid,  and  which  the  supreme 
executive  council  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  from 
time  to  time  to  draw  and  apply  to  that  purpose. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  it  shall  appear  that  the 
above-mentioned  and  appropriated  funds  will  be  inadequate 
and  insufficient  to  discharge  and  pay  off  the  said  loan  or  loans, 
with  interest  and  charges  as  aforesaid,  the  faith  and  honor  of 
this  state  is  hereby  pledged  that  this  house  will,  at  their  next 
sessions,  take  effectual  and  speedy  measures  to  discharge  and 
pay  off  the  same. 

Passed  April  15,  1782.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  534,  etc.  The  Act 
in  the  text  was  repealed  by  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  September 
21,  1782,  Chapter  995. 


CHAPTER  CMLXXXIV. 


A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  ACT,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  GUARDING 
AND  DEFENDING  THE  NAVIGATION  IN  THE  BAY  AND  RIVER  DELA- 
WARE, AND  FOR  OTHER  PURPOSES  THEREIN  MENTIONED."  l 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  some  doubts  have  arisen  whether 
the  commissioners  appointed  in  and  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
for  guarding  and  defending  the  navigation  in  the  bay  and  river 
Delaware,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  *  are  au- 
thorized by  the  said  act  to  contract  for,  lay  out  and  expend  in 
the  service  therein  directed,  any  greater  or  farther  sum  of 
money  than  twenty-five  thousand  pounds  in  the  whole,  what- 
ever length  of  time  it  may  be  found  requisite  to  continue  the 
armament  therein  directed  to  be  raised  and  supported,  and 

i  Passed  April  9,  1782,  Chapter  965!  ""    ~~-~ 
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whereas,  since  the  passing  of  the  said  act  circumstances  have 
arisen  which  evince  the  necessity  of  a  larger  armament  than 
was  at  first  proposed: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  That  the  said  commissioners  be  and  they  are  hereby  au- 
thorized to  procure,  on  the  credit  of  the  funds  or  revenues  in 
the  aforesaid  act  mentioned  and  on  the  terms  therein  expressed, 
such  further  sum  and  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  necessary  from 
time  to  time  so  as  the  same  shall  not  exceed  the  further  sum 
of  twenty  thousand  pounds,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the 
good  intentions  of  the  said  act  into  execution,  and  the  addi- 
tional duties  mentioned  in  the  said  act,  together  with  the  other 
duties  and  revenues  assigned  by  the  same,  and  the  mortgage 
and  pledge  thereof  shall *be  and  are  hereby  continued  till  the 
expenses  of  the  said  armament  and  the  debts  contracted  there- 
for shall  be  fully  paid,  though  the  same  should  exceed  the  said 
sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  pounds.  Provided  always,  That 
whenever  the  said  commissioners  shall  deem  it  necessary  to 
make  any  addition  to  the  said  armament,  beyond  the  ship 
Hyder  Alley,  already  purchased,  and  her  equipments  and  ap- 
purtenances, or  to  make  other  alterations  in  or  to  the  said 
armament,  they  previously  state  in  writing  to  the  supreme  ex- 
ecutive council  of  this  state  a  plan  of  the  addition  or  alteration 
proposed,  with  an  estimate  of  the  probable  expense  thereof, 
and  obtain  the  approbation  of  the  council  thereon,  and  such 
approbation  shall  be  a  sufficient  warrant  for  the  said  commis- 
sioners to  make  such  addition  or  alteration. 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  no  appropriation  is  made 
of  such  prize  money  as  may  arise  to  the  state  by  means  of  the 
said  armaments,  and  it  is  reasonable  and  proper  that  the  same 
should  be  added  to  the  funds  assigned  for  raising  and  support- 
ing the  same: 

[Section  II.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
whatever  proportion  of  prize  money  shall  become  due  to  the 
state  by  means  of  captures  made  by  the  said  armament,  or 
any  part  thereof,  shall  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  said  corn- 
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missioners,  to  be  used  and  accounted  for  as  they  are  directed  to 
use  and  account  for  the  other  moneys  appropriated  to  raise 
and  support  the  said  armament. 

Passed  April  15, 1782.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  1,  p.  634,  etc 


CHAPTER  CMLXXXV. 


AN  ACT  TO  EMPOWER  ELIZABETH  ALLEN,  WIDOW  OP  JAMES  ALLEN, 
ESQUIRE.  DECEASED  DURING  THE  MINORITY  OF  HER  INFANT  SON 
JAMES,  TO  GRANT  AND  CONVEY  SUNDRY  LOTS  OF  LAND  IN  THE 
TOWN  OF  NORTHAMPTON,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  NORTHAMPTON,  IN 
THIS  STATE,  TO  SUCH  PERSONS  AS  HAVE  BUILT  OR  SHALL  AGREE 
TO  BUILD  HOUSES  ON  THE  SAME. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  James  Allen,  late  owner  of  the 
town  of  Northampton,  in  his  lifetime  contracted  with  sundry 
persons  to  build  houses  in  the  said  town,  and  that  he  or  his 
heirs  should  grant  to  them  and  their  heirs  on  certain  fee  farm 
rent,  such  lot  or  lots  of  land  as  they  should  build  upon  or  im- 
prove: 

And  whereas,  upon  the  faith  of  such  contracts  made  with 
the  said  James  Allen,  sundry  persons  have  built  houses  and 
others  are  willing  and  desirous  to  improve  and  build  in  the 
said  town  on  the  terms  and  conditions  on  which  the  other  in- 
habitants thereof  have  built: 

And  whereas,  the  said  James  Allen,  by  his  last  will  and  testa- 
ment did  devise  the  tract  of  land  on  which  the  said  town  of 
Northampton  is  laid  out  unto  his  son  James,  now  an  infant 
about  four  years  old,  and  the  income  of  the  said  town  to  his 
wife  Elizabeth,  until  the  said  James  should  arrive,  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years,  but  appointed  no  person  who  during  the 
minority  of  his  said  son  should  confirm  his  contract  with  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  town,  and  by  deed  grant  to  them  the  fee 
of  the  lands  which  they  had  improved  agreeable  to  their  con- 
tracts; and  to  make  further  contracts  with  the  people  for  the 
improvement  of  the  said  town,  by  which  omission  the  improve- 
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ment  and  increase  of  a  strong  frontier  town  is  stopped  in  its 
course  and  the  interest  as  well  of  the  said  infant  as  of  the  good 
people  who  have  bona  fide  built  and  improved  on  sundry  of 
the  town  lots  is  likely  to  suffer: 

And  whereas  the  said  Elizabeth  Allen  has  humbly  prayed 
the  aid  of  the  legislatures  in  the  premises: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and  it 
is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  passing 
of  this  act  it  shall  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  Elizabeth  Allen, 
as  guardian  of  the  said  infant,  James  Allen,  and  in  case  of 
her  decease  to  and  for  such  guardian  and  guardian  as  the  or- 
phans' court  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia  shall  appoint  for  the 
said  James  during  his  minority,  by  deed  under  the  hand  and 
seal  of  the  said  Elizabeth  Allen,  or  of  such  other  guardian  or 
guardians  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  to  grant,  bargain  and 
sell,  release  and  confirm  such  lots  of  land  in  the  said  town 
of  Northampton  as  have  been  heretofore  disposed  of  by  the 
said  testator,  James  Allen,  on  condition  to  build  on  and  to 
pay  a  yearly  ground  rent  for  the  same  unto  the  person  and 
person  to  whom  the  said  testator  has  disposed  of  such  lot  or 
lots  and  to  his  or  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  under  the  con- 
ditions and  rents  aforesaid.  And  also  to  contract  with  any 
other  person  or  persons  for  the  building  on  and  improving  of 
any  such  other  lots  in  the  said  town  of  Northampton  as  have 
not  been  disposed  of  as  aforesaid,  and  upon  their  compliance 
with  the  terms  of  their  contract  by  such  deed  or  deeds  as  afore- 
said, to  confirm  to  them  and  their  heirs  the  fee  simple  and 
inheritance  of  the  premises,  always  reserving  a  yearly  ground 
rent  not  less  than  for  any  of  the  town  lots  of  the  like  situation 
has  been  formerly  reserved  to  and  for  the  said  James  Allen, 
the  son  of  the  said  Elizabeth,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever. 

Passed  August  30,  1782.    Recorded  U.  B.  No.  2,  p.  1,  etc. 
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CHAPTER  CMLXXXVI. 


AN  ACT  FOR  THE  MORE  EFFECTUAL.  SUPPRESSION  OF  AI^L  INTERr 
COURSE  AND  COMMERCE  WITH  THE  ENBMIE8  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  large  quantities  of  British  pro- 
ducts, and  manufactures,  and  goods,  wares  and  merchandise 
which  come  from  the  dominions  and  places  possessed  by  the 
king  of  Great  Britain  are  from  time  to  time  introduced  and 
consumed  in  this  state,  notwithstanding  the  laws  heretofore 
made  to  prevent  such  clandestine  and  mischievous  practices: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  not  only  decency  and  grati- 
tude to  our.  great  ally,  the  most  Christian  King,  but  sound 
policy  should  induce  every  citizen  of  the  United  States  to  prefer 
and  promote  the  sale  and  consumption  of  the  growths,  products 
and  fabrics  of  his  dominions  more  especially,  and  the  commodi- 
ties which  may  be  had  from  the  nations  who  are  parties  with  us 
in  the  war  against  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  thereby  strength- 
ening our  friends  and  weakening  the  resources  of  our  and  their 
enemies  who  seek  to  enslave  us: 

Wherefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  of  the  growth, 
product  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain,  or  of  any  country, 
territory  or  place  under  the  dominion  or  power  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  and  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  whatso- 
ever, which  have  or  shall  come  from  any  country,  territory  or 
place  possessed  or  held  by  the  said  king  or  by  his  forces,  shall 
be  considered  as  contraband,  and  as  contraband  shall  be  liable 
to  be  seized,  condemned  and  confiscated  in  the  manner  herein- 
after set  forth  and  directed,  other  and  except  such  goods,  wares 
and  merchandise  which  have  been  or  shall  be  taken,  bona  fide, 
as  prize  upon  the  water  and  brought  into  this  state  for  trial 
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and  condemnation,  or  which  have  been  or  shall  be,  bona  fide, 
condemned  as  prize  in  some  court  of  admiralty  only  within 
the  United  States,  [and]  which  shall  be  imported  directly  from 
the  particular  state  where  such  condemnation  shall  be:  Pro- 
vided, the  same  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  be  accompanied 
with  a  certificate  thereof  from  the  judge  of  such  court,  ex- 
pressing the  qualities  and  quanties  of  such  goods,  wares  and 
merchandise,  together  with  the  nature  and  kind  of  the  pack- 
ages wherein  they  be  contained,  and  their  marks  and  numbers, 
and  the  time  of  such  condemnation;  and  except  also  all  common 
salt,  saltpetre,  gunpowder  and  lead,  and  likewise  all  goods, 
wares  and  merchandise  that  shall  manifestly  appear  to  have 
been  imported  before  the  passing  of  this  act,  which  prize  goods, 
certified  as  above  directed,  salt,  saltpetre,  gunpowder  and  lead, 
or  goods  heretofore  imported,  shall  not  be  liable  to  be  con- 
demned by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  except,  moreover,  all  goods 
and  effects,  which  do  bona  tide  belong  to  the  United  States, 
or  any  of  them,  or  to  the  Most  Christian  King;  or  necessary 
clothing,  which  shall  be' introduced  in  [to]  this  state  for  pris- 
oners of  war:  Provided,  the  nature  and  quantities  of  such 
clothing  be  certified  to  the  president  and  council  of  this  state 
before  they  be  imported  by  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  forces 
of  the  United  States  or  by  some  other  officer  thereunto  speci- 
ally appointed  by  the  honorable  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States:  Provided  always,  That  all  goods,  wares  and  merchan- 
dize imported  directly  from  any  port  or  place  in  the  dominions 
of  France,  Spain  or  the  United  Provinces  or  other  powers  at 
open  war  with  Great  Britain  shall  not  be  liable  to  confiscation, 
seizure  or  molestation  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of 
this  act  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  whatso- 
ever to  seize  and  take  possession  of  all  goods,  wares  and  mer- 
chandise which  he,  she  or  they  may  find  within  this  state, 
or  which  shall  be  found  moving  through  any  part  of  this  state, 
and  which,  in  the  opinion  of  such  person  or  persons,  shall  be 
contraband,  and  the  same,  together  with  the  carriage  or  car- 
riages, horses,  cattle,  vessels  or  boats  which  shall  be  employed 
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in  conveying  or  transporting  the  said  goods,  wares  and  mer- 
chandise and  every  cask,  box,  trunk,  wrapper  or  other  pack- 
age wherein  the  same  may  be  contained  and  found;  and  the 
person  or  persons  who  shall  make  such  seizure  as  aforesaid 
shall  immediately  thereupon  make  out,  in  the  presence  of  the 
person  or  persons  in  whose  possession  they  shall  find  the  same, 
if  they,  or  any  of  them,  will  be  present,  a  fair  and  particular 
inventory  in  writing  of  the  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  and 
other  property  which  shall  be  by  him,  her  or  them  seized  and 
taken  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  insert  in  such  inventory  the  names 
of  the  person  or  persons  from  whom  the  same  shall  be  taken, 
and  the  names  and  places  of  abode  of  the  person  or  persons 
who  shall  seize  and  take  the  said  goods  and  other  property, 
and  the  time  and  place  of  such  transaction;  and  the  person  or 
persons  making  such  seizure,  or  one  of  them,  shall  deliver  a 
fair  and  true  copy  of  such  inventory  to  the  former  possessor 
or  possessors  of  the  goods  which  shall  be  seized;  and  the  person 
or  persons  seizing  shall  moreover,  without  delay,  make  in- 
formation of  the  same  and  deliver  the  inventory  aforesaid  to 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  couuty  wherein  such 
seizure  shall  happen,  and  shall  prosecute  the  same  before  the 
said  justice,  who  shall  inquire,  hear  and  determine  concerning 
the  justice  of  such  seizure  as  hereinafter  is  directed;  and  the 
same  justice  shall,  upon  receiving  such  information  and  in- 
ventory as  aforesaid,  immediately  issue  his  order,  with  a  copy 
of  the  said  inventory  annexed  thereto,  to  the  sheriff  or  coroner 
of  the  county  or,  in  case  the  goods  and  property  seized  be  of 
small  value,  to  the  constable  of  the  township  or  place,  to  take 
possession  of  the  goods  and  other  property  set  forth  in  such 
inventory,  and  to  keep  the  same  safely  till  the  justice  of  the 
seizure  thereof  shall  be  tried  and  adjudged;  and  such  officer 
shall  cause  the  goods  and  property,  which  shall  be  thereupon 
delivered  to  him,  to  be  appraised  by  two  skillful  and  indiffer- 
ent persons,  named  by  the  said  justice  and  sworn  or  affirmed 
to  make  just  and  reasonable  appraisement  by  the  same  or 
some  other  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county;  and  the  person 
or  persons  making  any  seizure  under  this  act  shall  safely,  and 
without  injury  or  diminution,  and  without  delay,  deliver  over 
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to  such  sheriff  or  other  officer  all  goods  and  other  property  by 
him,  her  or  them  go  seized  as  aforesaid,  under  pain  of  for- 
feiting to  the  use  of  the  state  all  advantage  or  benefit  which 
might  otherwise  arise  to  him,  her  or  them  from  such  seizure; 
and  the  said  sheriff,  coroner  or  constable,  shall  make  a  return 
to  the  said  justice  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  of  the  goods 
to  him  delivered,  together  with  the  said  appraisement. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  justice  shall  con- 
sider the  party  or  parties  seizing  any  goods  or  property  under 
this  act  as  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs,  and  the  person  or  persons 
in  whose  possession  such  goods  or  property  were  found  as  de- 
fendant or  defendants;  and  the  same  justice  shall  appoint  a  day 
and  place  for  the  trial  of  the  justice  of  the  seizure,  and  shall 
cause  fair  written  notices  thereof  in  writing  to  be  publicly  set 
up  at  the  most  noted  places  within  the  township  or  district 
wherein  he  resideth,  and  within  at  least  three  other  neighboring 
districts,  containing  the  names  of  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  and 
of  the  defendant  or  defendants,  if  they  be  known,  and  describ- 
ing the  general  nature  of  the  goods  and  other  property  which 
shall  have  been  seized,  and  the  cause  of  seizure;  such  day  of 
trial  to  be  after  ten  days  and  within  fourteen  days  after  the 
affixing  of  such  notices.  And  if  no  person  shall  appear  and 
undertake  the  defense  of  the  goods  and  property  seized,  the  said 
justice  may  pronounce  sentence  of  condemnation  against  the 
same.  And  if  the  person  or  persons  from  whom  such  goods 
and  other  property  hath  been  seized,  or  others  claiming  the 
goods,  shall  appear  before  the  said  justice  and  request  farther 
time,  or  in  case  the  said  justice  shall  see  cause  for  so  doing,  he 
shall  defer  the  said  trial  until  the  end  of  twenty  days;  and  the 
said  justice,  if  thereunto  requested  by  either  party,  in  case  the 
goods  seized,  besides  any  carriage,  beast,  boat  or  vessel,  shall 
upon  appraisement  as  aforesaid,  appear  to  be  of  the  value  of 
ten  pounds  and  upwards,  shall  associate  with  himself  on  such 
trial  two  other  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  which  three 
justices  shall  hear  and  by  major  voice  determine  concerning  the 
justice  of  the  said  seizure,  but  if  either  party  request  it,  the 
justice  before  whom  the  information  shall  first  come,  or  in  case 
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he  be  sick  or  absent,  one  of  the  other  justices  who  had  been 
with  him  associated  as  aforesaid  shall,  by  precept  directed  to 
the  sheriff  or  coroner  of  the  county,  require  the  said  sheriff  or 
coroner  to  summon  twenty-four  good  and  lawful  men  of  the 
county  to  come  before  him  on  the  day  appointed  for  trial  as 
aforesaid,  twelve  whereof,  being  elected  and  qualified  accord- 
ing to  legal  form  and  manner,  shall  hear,  try  and  determine  the 
justice  of  the  seizure,  and  upon  the  verdict  of  the  said  jury 
the  said  justices,  or  two  of  them,  shall  enter  judgment;  and  no 
person  except  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  who  shall  dwell  in 
the  township  or  district  wherein  the  seizure  has  been  made 
shall  be  of  the  said  jury. 

(Section  VI,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  no  person  be  ad- 
mitted to  defend  any  goods  or  property  seized  as  aforesaid  till 
such  person  or  persons  enter  security  with  the  justice  before 
whom  the  information  shall  be  made,  to  answer  and  pay  all 
charges  and  costs  which  shall  be  caused  by  the  defense  or  in- 
terference aforesaid. 

(Section  VII,  P.  L.)  Provided  also,  That  no  carriage,  beast, 
boat  or  vessel  shall  be  liable  to  condemnation  as  aforesaid 
unless  the  goods  or  merchandise  connected  therewith  exceed 
the  value  of  ten  pounds. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  upon  all  trials  before  one  or 
more  justices,  with  or  without  a  jury,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  the 
justice  or  justices  shall,  in  a  summary  way,  examine  into  the 
facts  by  witnesses  or  other  legal  evidence,  and  without  consid- 
ering the  form  or  manner  of  the  seizure,  shall  examine  into  the 
real  merits  of  the  cause;  and  it  shall  be  sufficient  for  the 
plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  upon  trial  to  allege  any  fact  or  facts,  suffi- 
cient to  condemn  the  goods  and  property  seized,  without  being 
obliged  to  prove  the  same,  but  the  whole  burden  of  the  proof 
shall  lie  upon  the  defendant  or  defendants  and  not  upon  the 
plaintiff  or  plaintiffs,  and  no  replevin  shall  issue  or  be 
served  upon  any  goods  or  property  seized  under  this  act;  nor 
shall  any  certiorari  on  the  part  of  any  defendant  or  claimant 
lie  to  remove  any  information  or  seizure,  either  before  or  after 
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trial,  into  the  supreme  court,  but  the  proceedings  before  the 
said  justice  or  justices  shall  be  final. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if,  from  and  after  the  passing 
of  this  act,  any  person  shall  apply  to  a  justice  of  the  peace  of 
any  county  within  this  state  for  a  warrant  to  search  for  any 
goods,  wares  or  merchandise  made  contraband  by  this  act, 
and  shall  make  oath  or  affirmation  that  he  or  she  suspect  and 
really  believe  that  goods,  wares  or  merchandise  declared  by 
this  act  to  be  contraband  are  deposited  or  concealed  in  the 
dwelling  house  or  out-house,  vessel  or  other  place  occupied 
by  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  the  said  justice  shall 
forthwith  issue  his  warrant  to  a  constable  of  the  county,  requir- 
ing him  to  make  diligent  search,  in  the  day  time,  in  such 
suspected  place  or  places  (to  be  specified  in  such  warrant)  for 
contraband  goods,  and  to  break  open  any  dwelling  house,  out- 
house, vessel  or  place  for  the  purpose  of  searching  as  afore- 
said, if  admittance  be  refused;  and  if,  upon  search  therein, 
any  goods  suspected  to  [be]  contraband  be  there  found,  such 
constable,  before  he  remove  the  same,  shall  make  and  sub- 
scribe an  inventory  thereof  as  hereinbefore  directed,  the  same 
to  be  made  in  the  presence  of  two  freeholders  of  the  township 
or  place,  delivering  a  fair  copy  thereof  to  the  occupiers  of  the 
house,  vessel  or  place;  and  the  said  constable  shall  dispose  of 
the  goods  so  found  in  any  house  and  supposed  to  be  contraband 
as  in  case  of  goods  seized  and  taken  as  aforesaid. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  goods,  wares  and  mer- 
chandise and  other  property,  which  shall  be  seized  and  con- 
demned under  this  act,  shall,  by  warrant  of  the  said  justice 
or  justices  directed  to  the  said  sheriff  or  other  officer,  be  forth- 
with advertised  to  sale  and  sold  by  public  auction  or  vendue, 
such  advertisement  to  contain  the  time  and  place  of  sale  and 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  goods,  and  being  previously 
made  at  least  ten  days  before  sale,  by  notices  in  writing,  set 
up  at  the  most  noted  places  of  the  township  or  place  where 
the  sale  is  intended  to  be  holden,  and  of  at  least  three  of  the 
neighboring  townships;  but  if  such  goods,  wares  and  mer- 
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chandise,  besides  and  carriage,  beast,  boat  or  vessel  employed 
in  transporting  them  exceed  the  value  of  fifty  pounds  upon 
appraisement  as  aforesaid,  then  the  like  notice  shall  be  also 
inserted  in  one  of  the  weekly  newspapers  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, at  least  ten  days  before  such  sale,  and  the  justices 
before  whom  the  trial  shall  be,  or  any  two  of  them,  on  the 
return  of  such  warrant  for  selling  of  such  goods  and  the  par- 
ticulars of  such  sale,  shall  first  adjust  and  settle  all  reason- 
able charges  and  cost  upon  such  seizure,  and  deduct  all  such 
expenses  as  the  defendant  or  claimant  shall  not  be  liable  to 
answer,  from  the  moneys  arising  from  such  sale,  and  then  shall 
make  an  order  on  such  sheriff,  coroner  or  constable,  requiring 
him  to  pay  one  equal  moiety  of  the  residue  thereof  to  the  plain- 
tiff or  plaintiffs,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  county  treasurer, 
who  shall  transmit  and  pay  the  same  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
state,  for  the  use  of  the  commonwealth,  such  county  treasurer 
retaining  thereout  for  his  care  and  trouble,  one  per  centum. 

[Section  VII. ]  (Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  costs  upon  all  proceedings 
before  the  said  justices,  in  all  cases  where  the  value  of  the  goods 
seized,  besides  any  carriage,  beast,  boat  or  vessel  shall  not 
exceed  ten  pounds,  on  appraisement  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
as  in  summary  proceedings  for  small  debts,  and  in  other  cases 
as  in  like  cases  in  the  inferior  courts  of  record  of  this  state: 
Provided,  That  the  fees  of  the  sheriff  or  other  officer  for  selling 
any  goods  under  this  act,  shall  be  five  per  centum. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  person  shall  be  sued 
or  prosecuted  for  anything  done  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  unless 
the  suit  or  prosecution  shall  be  commenced  in  six  months  after 
the  cause  shall  be  given,  provided  the  defendant  do  not  depart 
out  of  the  state,  and  then  the  suit  or  prosecution  to  be  com- 
menced within  six  months  after  his  or  her  return,  nor  shall 
such  suit  or  prosecution  be  laid  without  the  proper  county, 
and  if  the  plaintiff  willfully  delay  or  discontinue  his  suit,  or 
the  prosecutors  willfully  delay  or  forbear  prosecution,  or  if 
a  verdict  be  given  for  the  defendant,  or  judgment  be  entered 
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for  him  upon  demurrer  or  otherwise,  the  defendant  in  every 
such  case  shall  recover  treble  costs. 

(Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  it  is  just  and  necessary, 
that  all  persons  who  trade  with  the  enemy  or  enemies  of  the 
United  States  should  suffer  other  exemplary  punishment  be- 
sides the  loss  of  the  goods  or  effects  seized  and  condemned: 

[Section  IX.]  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  any  person  or  person  duly  convicted  of  trading  with 
any  subject  or  subjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  accord- 
ing to  this  act,  or  to  any  place  within  the  dominion  or  territories 
of  the  said  king,  shall,  for  every  such  offense,  in  addition  to  the 
forfeiture  aforesaid,  forfeit  and  pay  into  the  treasury  of  this 
commonwealth  and  for  the  use  thereof,  a  sum  equal  to  one- 
third  of  the  value  or  sum  for  which  the  goods  seized  and  con- 
demned were  sold  for,  or  suffer  three  months'  imprisonment 
in  the  gaol  of  the  county  where  such  seizure  and  condemnation 
were  made  at  the  election  of  the  party  offending,  prosecution 
to  be  made  in  any  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  or  court 
of  oyer  and  terminer. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  shall,  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  come  out  of  the  lines  of  enemy  in  the  state 
of  New  York  or  elsewhere,  except  prisoners  of  war,  and  be 
found  [with]  in  this  state,  without  license  first  obtained  from 
the  president  and  council  of  this  state,  such  person  shall  be 
arrested  and  imprisoned  by  any  justice  of  the  peace,  upon 
his  own  knowledge  or  having  information  thereof  until  he 
or  she  find  security  to  stand  trial  as  hereinafter  mentioned, 
if  his  or  her  case  shall  appear  bailable;  and,  moreover,  such  in- 
truder shall  forfeit  any  sum  not  less  than  thirty  pounds,  and 
not  exceeding  five  hundred  pounds,  for  such  offense.  And  no 
person  shall  pass  from  this  state  into  the  lines  of  the  enemy 
in  the  state  of  New  York,  or  elsewhere  without  license  for 
so  doing  first  obtained  from  the  president  and  council  of  this 
state,  or  other  proper  authority,  under  like  penalty,  not  ex- 
ceeding five  hundred  pounds,  to  be  levied  for  either  of  the 
above  offenses  at  the  discretion  of  the  justices  of  the  court 
of  quarter  sessions  of  the  county  where  the  party  offending 
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shall  be  arrested  and  imprisoned,  the  one  moiety  thereof  to  the 
informer,  who  shall  prosecute  to  conviction,  and  the  other 
moiety  to  the  use  of  the  state:  Provided  always,  That  nothing 
in  the  foregoing  clause  contained  shall  tend  to  affect  any  person 
passing  through  this  state,  who  shall  be  furnished  with  a  proper 
pass  from  the  executive  powers  of  any  other  state  in  the  union 
and  which  shall  be  approved  of  by  the  president  and  supreme 
executive  council  of  this  state. 

[Section  XL]  (Section  XV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  an  act  of  assembly,  entitled 
"A  supplement  to  the  act  for  regulating  navigation  and  trade," l 
passed  on  the  tenth  day  of  April  last,  shall  be  and  hereby  is 
repealed  and  made  void:  Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  re- 
peal shall  reach  to  or  affect  any  proceedings  which  have  taken 
place  during  the  continuance  of  the  said  act 

[Section  XIL]  (Section  XVI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  this  act  shall  continue 
and  be  in  force  until  the  end  of  the  present  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

Passed  September  20,  1782.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  2,  p.  3,  etc.    See 
the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  March  20,  1788,  Chapter  1019. 


CHAPTER  CMLXXXVIL 


AN  ACT  TO  AMEND  THE  SEVERAL  ACTS  OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH, 
DIRECTING  THE  MODE  OF  ELECTING  MEMBERS  OF  THE  GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY  THEREOF. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  business  of  great  consequence 
has  been  frequently  delayed,  and  manifest  injury  thereby  done 
to  this  commonwealth  by  reason  that  persons  elected  to  serve 
as  members  of  assembly  have  not  given  their  attendance  ac- 
cording to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  state,  and  the  time 
to  which  the  house  stood  adjourned,  or  have  been  called  by  the 
supreme  executive  council: 


i  Chapter,  967. 
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(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  is  both  just  and  necessary 
that  all  members  elected  as  members  of  the  general  assembly  . 
of  this  state  should  punctually  attend  their  duty  or  signify 
their  refusal  so  as  the  evils  consequent  on  a  want  of  repre- 
sentation may  be  provided  against: 

Wherefore: 

[Section  L]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  Beit  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  same,  That  any  person  or  persons  elected 
to  serve  in  the  general  assembly  of  the  representatives  of  the 
freemen  of  this  commonwealth  and  duly  notified  thereof  ac- 
cording to  law,  and  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  attend  on 
the  day  fixed  by  the  constitution  for  the  legislative  body  to 
meet,  or  any  member  or  members  who  shall  refuse  or  neglect 
to  meet  on  the  day  to  which,  by  their  own  minutes,  they  may 
stand  adjourned,  or  when  called  by  the  supreme  executive 
council,  agreeable  to  the  powers  vested  in  them  for  that  pur- 
pose, having  at  least  fifteen  days'  notice  of  such  meeting,  each 
and  every  person  or  member  so  refusing  or  neglecting  shall 
forfeit  and  pay,  for  the  use  of  this  commonwealth,  the  sum 
of  fifteen  pounds,  to  be  recovered,  with  costs  of  suit,  in  any 
court  of  record  of  the  county  where  such  person  or  persons  so 
offending  shall  dwell  or  inhabit,  and  as  hereinafter  is  directed. 

(Section  IV,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  any  person  or 
persons  elected  to  serve  in  the  general  assembly  and  being 
duly  notified  thereof  according  to  law  and  who  refuse  or  de- 
cline such  service  shall  give,  or  cause  to  be  given,  at  his  or 
their  own  proper  expense  and  cost,  to  the  house  of  assembly, 
or  the  members  met,  a  written  notice  declaring  and  express- 
ing therein  his  or  their  refusal,  and  within  fifteen  days  after 
receiving  notification  as  aforesaid,  such  person  or  persons  shall 
not  be  deemed  or  held  liable  to  any  fine,  forfeit  or  penalty  men- 
tioned or  intended  by  this  act 

[Section  II.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  after  the  expiration  of  fifteen 
days  from  the  time  fixed  and  appointed  for  any  meeting  of  the 
general  assembly  of  this  commonwealth  the  members  then 
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present  shall  cause  a  written  list  to  be  made  out  and  direct 
to  the  speaker,  or  a  chairman  appointed  for  that  purpose  to 
sign  the  same,  containing  the  names  of  all  such  persons  or 
members  as  are  deemed  delinquents  under  this  act,  and  specify- 
ing the  county  where  such  delinquents  reside,  or  were  chosen 
to  represent;  which  lists  so  made  put  and  signed  as  aforesaid 
they  shall  forthwith  transmit  to  the  supreme  executive  council 
of  this  commonwealth;  who  are  hereby  enjoined  and  required 
to  cause  the  attorney-general  or  some  proper  person  or  persons 
in  his  behalf  to  sue  for  and  recover  from  each  and  every  of  the 
persons  so  offending  the  fines,  forfeitures  or  penalties  herein 
specially  set  forth,  and  pay  the  same  into  the  treasury,  for 
the  use  of  the  commonwealth. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  general  assembly  of  this 
commonwealth  may,  by  their  order,  remit  any  fine  or  fines 
recovered,  or  that  may  be  recovered,  or  stay  any  suit  or  action 
depending  by  virtue  of  this  act,  or  prevent  by  their  order 
others  being  sued  for,  whenever  it  appears,  from  the  necessity 
of  the  case,  such  remittance  or  stay  of  suit  is  just  and  reason- 
able. 

Passed  September  20,  1782.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  2,  p.  2,  etc.  The 
Act  in  the  text  was  repealed  by  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  Feb- 
ruary 16,  1799,  Chapter  2020. 


CHAPTER  CMLXXXVIII. 


AN  ACT  TO  EXTEND  THE  POWERS  OF  THE  COMPTROLLER-GENERAL 
OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH. 

(Section  I,  P  L.)  Whereas,  by  an  act  of  the  general  assembly 
of  this  commonwealth,  passed  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  entitled  "An  act 
for  methodizing  the  department  of  accounts  of  this  common- 
wealth, and  for  the  more  effectual  settlement  of  the  same,"1 

""  i  Chapter  970.  ~  ~~ 
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CHAPTER  CMLXXXIX. 


AN  ACT  FOR  SECURING  WITHIN  THIS  COMMONWEALTH  TO  THE  SUB- 
JECTS OF  HIS  MOST  CHRISTIAN  MAJESTY  THE  RIGHTS  AND  PRIVI- 
LEGES STIPULATED  IN  THEIR  BEHALF  BY  THE  ELEVENTH  ARTICLE 
OF  THE  TREATY  OF  AMITY  AND  COMMERCE,  CONCLUDED  BETWEEN 
HIS  MOST  CHRISTIAN  MAJESTY  AND  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  by  the  eleventh  article  of  the 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  concluded  between  his  most 
christian  majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America  on  the 
sixth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-eight, as  the  same  now  stands,  it  is  agreed  that  the  sub- 
jects and  inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States,  or  any  one 
of  them,  shall  not  be  reputed  aubains  in  France  and,  conse- 
quently, shall  be  exempted  from  the  droit  a*  aubaine  or  other 
similar  duty  under  what  name  soever,  that  they  may,  by  testa- 
ment, donation  or  otherwise,  dispose  of  their  goods,  movable 
and  immovable,  in  favor  of  such  persons  as  to  them  shall  seem 
good,  and  that  their  heirs,  subjects  of  the  said  United  States, 
residing  whether  in  France  or  elsewhere,  may  suceed  them, 
ab  intestat,  without  being  obliged  to  obtain  letters  of  naturali- 
zation, and  without  having  the  effect  of  this  concession  con- 
tested or  impeded  under  pretext  of  any  rights  or  prerogatives 
of  provinces,  cities  or  private  persons;  and  that  the  said  heirs, 
whether  such  by  particular  title  or  ab  intestat,  shall  be  exempt 
from  all  duty  called  droit  de  detraction  or  other  duty  of  the 
same  kind,  saving,  nevertheless,  the  local  rights  or  duties  as 
much  and  as  long  as  similar  ones  are  not  established  by  the 
United  States,  or  any  of  them. 

And  whereas,  by  the  said  articles  it  was  farther  stipulated, 
That  the  subjects  of  the  most  Christian  King  shall  enjoy,  on 
their  part,  in  all  the  dominions  of  the  said  states,  an  entire  and 
perfect  reciprocity  relative  to  the  stipulations  contained  in 
the  present  article.  And  it  is  at  the  same  time  agreed  that 
its  contents  shall  not  affect  the  laws  made,  or  that  may  be 
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made  thereafter  in  Prance  against  emigrations,  which  shall 
remain  in  all  their  force  and  vigor;  and  that  the  United  States, 
on  their  part,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  enact  such 
laws  relative  to  that  matter  as  to  them  shall  seem  proper: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  subjects  of 
His  Most  Christian  Majesty,  whether  residing  within  this  com- 
monwealth or  elsewhere,  shall  be  and  they  hereby  are  entitled 
to  all  the  rights,  privileges  and  immunities  stipulated  for  or 
intended  to  be  granted  to  such  subjects  in  and  by  the  said  elev- 
enth article  of  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  under  the 
saAingb  and  reservations  mentioned  in  the  said  article,  and  no 
other. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  acts  done  and  all  titles 
to  property,  movable  or  immovable,  made  or  given  conformable 
to  the  spirit  and  design  of  the  said  eleventh  article  of  the  above- 
mentioned  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  prior  to  the  passing 
of  this  law,  and  subsequent  to  the  said  sixth  day  of  February, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight,  shall  be  and  they  hereby  are  confirmed  and  rendered  as 
valid  in  the  law  as  if  this  act  had  passed  on  the  said  sixth  day 
of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight. 
Passed  September  20, 1782.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  2,  p.  11,  etc 
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CHAPTER  CMXO. 


AN  ACT  TO  REPEAL  A  PART  OP  THE  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO 
AMEND  AND  RENDER  EFFECTUAL  AN  ACT,  ENTITLED  AN  ACT  FOR 
REGULATING  PARTY  WALLS  AND  PARTITION  FENCES  IN  THE  CITY 
OF  PHILADELPHIA,  TO  DECLARE  DIVERS  NEW  STREETS  AND  WAYS, 
OPENED,  AND  TO  BE  OPENED  AND  LAID  OUT  WITHIN  THE  SAID 
CITY,  TO  BE  HIGHWAYS,  AND  ALSO  TO  DECLARE  NUISANCES  BY 
BUILDINGS  WITHIN  THE  SAID  STREETS  REMOVABLE,  AND  FOR 
OTHER  PURPOSES  THEREIN  MENTIONED."  l 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  a  considerable  number  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  have  by  their  petition  set 
forth  that  trees  planted  in  the  streets  thereof  conduce  much  to 
the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  and  are  in  other  respects  of  great 
public  utility. 

And  whereas,  the  said  inhabitants  pray  that  so  much  of  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  and  render  effectual  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  for  regulating  party  walls  and  partition  fences 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  to  declare  divers  new  streets  and 
ways  opened  and  to  be  opened  and  laid  out  within  the  said  city, 
to  be  highways,  and  also  to  declare  nuisances  by  buildings 
within  the  said  streets  removable,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned,' " *  and  which  directs  the  removal  of  all  trees 
out  of  the  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  of  the  said  city,  may  be  re- 
pealed: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act  the  twelfth  section  of  the  above-recited  act 
and  every  matter  and  thing  therein  contained  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  repealed  and  made  void. 

Passed  September  20, 1782.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  2,  p.  10,  etc 

i  Passed  April  15,  1782,  Chapter  982. 
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CHAPTER  CMXCL 


AN  act  to  enable  the  commissioners  therein  named  to  pur- 
chase PUBLIC  LANDINGS  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OP  SOUTHWARK,  IN  THE 
COUNTY  OP  PHILADELPHIA,  AND  FOR  RAISING  A  FUND  TO  PAY  THE 
PURCHASE  MONEY  THEREOF. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  the  rapid  improvement  of  the 
water  lots  in  the  district  of  Southwark  of  late  years  hath  rend- 
ered them  of  great  value  and  unless  timely  care  is  taken  to 
procure  convenient  places  for  public  landings,  for  the  unlading 
of  hay,  wood,  boards,  timber,  sand  and  stone  and  other  bulky 
and  heavy  articles  brought  into  the  same  by  water,  for  the 
use  of  the  inhabitants,  the  public  may  in  time  be  deprived  of 
the  benefit  of  access  to  the  water  for  such  purposes,  to  their 
great  injury,  by  increasing  their  land  carriage: 

And  whereas,  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  district,  fearing 
those  inconveniences,  have,  for  several  years  past,  been  en- 
deavoring to  procure  some  proper  and  convenient  lots  for  those 
purposes  and  have  applied  to  the  legislature  to  enable  them 
to  purchase  and  hold  such  lots  and  have,  by  Robert  Knox, 
Joseph  Blewer,  Joseph  Turner,  John  Brown  ,William  Clifton 
and  Isaac  Penrose,  a  committee  by  them  for  that  purpose  ap- 
pointed, agreed  with  Luke  Morris  and  others  for  the  purchase 
of  one  convenient  place  for  that  purpose,  if  they  can  be  enabled 
to  fulfil  the  contract  on  their  part,  and  other  places  will,  in 
time,  be  wanted  for  the  like  purposes: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  Now,  therefore,  to  enable  the  said  com- 
mittee to  fulfil  their  said  contract  and  to  purchase  such  other 
lots  as  shall  hereafter  appear  to  be  necessary  for  public  land- 
ings in  the  said  district,  and  which  can  be  procured: 

[Section  I.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the 
Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General 
Assembly  met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the 
said  Robert  Knox,  Joseph  Blewer,  Joseph  Turner,  John  Brown, 
William  Clifton  and  Isaac  Penrose,  or  their  survivors,  together 
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with  the  supervisors  of  the  highways  for  the  time  being,  elected 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  district,  in  pursuance  of  the  act 
of  assembly  in  such  case  provided,  be  and  they  are  hereby  ap- 
pointed commissioners  and,  by  and  with  the  approbation  of 
three  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  and  for  the  county  of 
Philadelphia,  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  for 
and  in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  district,  and  for 
their  use,  to  purchase,  or  to  take  on  ground  rent,  such  lot  or 
lots  on  the  river  Delaware  within  the  said  district,  as  they, 
the  said  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  think 
will  be  necessary  for  accommodating  the  said  inhabitants  with 
public  landing  places  for  such  bulky  articles  as  are  herein- 
before mentioned,  and  to  take  one  or  more  conveyances  to  them 
for  the  same,  in  fee  simple,  and  thereupon  to  sink  and  erect 
proper  and  convenient  wharves  and  quays,  for  the  purposes 
afiresaid,  and  to  borrow  on  interest  from  time  to  time,  as  the 
purchase  moneys  and  expenses  of  improving  the  same  shall 
grow  due,  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  sufficient 
to  discharge  their  contracts,  and  to  grant,  bargain,  sell,  convey 
and  assure  to  the  lenders,  in  mortgage,  all  such  lot  or  lots  of 
ground;  which  deeds  of  mortgage,  executed  by  the  said  com- 
missioners, or  their  survivors,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  be 
as  good  and  valid  in  law  for  securing  the  payment  of  the 
moneys  so  borrowed  as  any  mortgage  made  by  a  private  person 
of  his  own  estate  now  is. 

[Section  II. J  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  whenever  the  said  commis- 
sioners shall  have  purchased  any  lot  or  lots  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  they  shall  cause  the  same  (or  so  much  thereof  as 
they  shall  think  necessary)  to  be  laid  out  for  a  landing  or 
landings,  and  a  street  of  sufficient  breadth  to  give  free  access 
thereto,  for  public  use;  and  if  there  shall  be  any  overplus 
ground,  then  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  them,  or  a  majority 
of  them,  or  their  survivors,  to  sell  the  said  overplus  ground  by 
public  or  private  sale,  for  the  best  prices  that  can  be  obtained, 
and  make  good  and  perfect  titles  for  the  same  to  the  purchasers, 
in  fee  simple,  and  apply  the  moneys  arising  from  such  sales 
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towards  the  payment  of  the  first  purchase  money  or  the  moneys 
they  may  have  borrowed  as  aforesaid. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  said  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  to  demise, 
grant  and  to  farm  let  to  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  for 
any  term  of  years  not  exceeding  seven  at  one  time,  all  the  public 
wharves,  quays  and  landing  places,  reserving  such  rents  and 
conditions  and  establishing  such  rates  and  prices  for  the  toll 
or  wharfage  of  all  kinds  of  articles  which  are  usually  brought 
to  such  landings,  as  they  shall  judge  reasonable,  and  restrain- 
ing the  tenant  from  taking  higher  rates  and  prices  and  bind- 
ing him  in  sufficient  penalties  in  all  things  to  abide  by  such 
rates,  orders  and  regulations  as  the  tenants  of  the  public  land- 
ings in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  are  bound  to  observe;  and  to 
receive  the  rents,  issues  and  profits  thereof,  and  to  apply  the 
same  towards  the  discharge  of  the  encumbrances  on  the  said 
lots,  until  the  whole  of  the  encumbrances  aforesaid  are  fully 
paid  and  discharged. 

(Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  in  order  to  enable  the  said  commis- 
sioners more  speedily  to  pay  off  and  discharge  the  debts  which 
shall  accrue  by  the  purchase  and  improvement,  as  well  of  the 
said  landing  place  in  part  agreed  for  with  the  said  Luke  Morris 
and  others,  as  of  any  other  land  places  hereafter  to  be  pur- 
chased. 

[Section  IV.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  commissioners,  or  a 
majority  of  them  or  their  survivors,  together  with  the  assessor 
and  assistant  freeholders  of  the  said  district,  for  the  time 
being,  to  make  or  lay,  yearly  and  every  year,  until  the  whole  of 
the  said  debts  and  encumbrances  shall  be  paid  and  discharged, 
one  rate  or  assessment,  not  exceeding  one  shilling  in  the  pound, 
of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  all  the  real  and  personal  estates 
within  the  said  district  (over  and  above  the  rates  and  assess- 
ment which  the  said  supervisors  are  directed  to  lay  by  the  said 
act  of  assembly  for  the  maintenance  and  repair  of  the  streets 
and  highways  within  the  said  district),  and  to  appoint  a  col- 
lector for  the  same;  which  said  assessment  being  fairly  made, 
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according  to  the  best  of  their  skill  and  judgment,  having  due 
regard  to  every  man's  estate  within  the  said  district,  and  with- 
out fear,  favor  or  affection  of  or  to  any  person,  shall  be  fairly 
transcribed  in  a  book  to  be  kept  by  the  said  assessor  and 
commissioners,  and  being  approved  by  three  justices  of  the 
peace  of  and  for  the  said  county,  a  fair  transcript  or  duplicate 
thereof  shall  be  delivered  to  the  collector,  by  them  to  be  ap- 
pointed from  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  district,  who 
is  hereby  authorized,  enjoined  and  required  to  receive,  collect, 
levy  and  recover  the  said  rate  and  assessment,  in  the  same 
manner  and  form  and  by  the  same  legal  remedies  which  are 
by  law  appointed  for  recovering  and  collecting  the  county 
taxes  in  the  said  district;  and,  having  received  or  collected  the 
same,  or  any  part  of  them,  shall,  at  the  end  of  every  month 
from  the  time  of  his  appointment  (or  when  thereto  required) 
account  with  and  pay  to  one  of  the  commissioners  to  be  by 
them,  or  a  majority  of  them,  chosen  as  their  treasurer,  all  such 
sums  of  money,  part  of  the  said  assessment,  which  he  shall 
so  have  collected  during  the  preceding  month,  deducting  only 
thereout  six  pence  in  the  pound  for  his  time  and  trouble. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  by  the  said  com- 
missioners, or  a  majority  of  them,  appointed  to  the  office  of 
collector  aforesaid,  shall  refuse  to  take  the  same  (not  being  dis- 
qualified nor  entitled  to  an  exemption  therefrom,  according 
to  the  customs  in  such  cases  used  and  approved)  he  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  to  the  treasurer  ten  pounds,  to  be  recovered  by  an 
action  of  debt,  brought  in  the  name  of  the  treasurer  for  the 
time  being,  in  any  court  of  record  within  this  commonwealth, 
wherein  the  plaintiff  shall  declare  in  general  terms,  that  the 
defendant  was  duly  appointed  collector  of  the  taxes  imposed 
by  the  commissioners  for  the  purchase  of  public  landings  for 
the  district  of  Southwark,  and  that  he  refused  to  undertake 
the  office,  whereby  action  accrued,  and  the  defendant  shall 
plead  the  general  issue,  and  shall  be  allowed  to  give  this  act 
and  any  special  matter  arising  thereupon  in  evidence,  but  shall 
not  be  allowed  wager  of  law,  protection  nor  more  than  one  im- 
parlance, and  if  such  person  so  appointed  collector  shall  under- 
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take  the  office  but  shall  neglect  or  refuse,  at  the  end  of  every 
month  (or  when  thereto  required),  to  account  with  and  pay 
to  the  treasurer  for  the  time  being  all  such  moneys  as  he  shall 
have  from  time  to  time  collected  of  the  said  assessment  in 
manner  aforesaid,  then,  upon  complaint  made  to  two  justices 
of  the  peace  of  and  for  the  said  county,  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  said  justices,  and  they  are  hereby  required  to 
issue  their  precept,  directed  to  the  sheriff  of  the  said  county, 
commanding  him  to  take  and  bring  the  body  of  the  said  col- 
lector before  them,  to  answer  such  complaint  and  if,  upon  his 
appearance  and  due  examination  had  into  the  said  complaint, 
it  shall  appear  to  them  that  the  said  collector  has  refused  to 
account  with  and  pay  the  said  moneys  to  the  said  treasurer 
and  shall  before  them  neglect  or  refuse  immediately  so  to 
do,  then  and  in  such  case  the  said  justices  are  hereby  required, 
by  warrant  under  their  hands  and  seals,  forthwith  him  to 
commit  to  the  common  gaol  of  the  said  county,  there  to  remain 
without  bail  or  mainprise  until  he  shall  so  account  for  and  pay 
the  said  moneys  to  the  said  treasurer,  and  in  such  case,  or  in 
case  the  person  appointed  to  be  collector  shall  refuse  to  under- 
take the  office,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  commis- 
sioners to  appoint  another,  under  the  penalties  aforesaid,  and 
so  as  often  as  there  shall  be  occasion. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  treasurer  of  the  said  com- 
missioners, before  he  undertakes  his  office,  shall  give  a  bond 
with  two  sufficient  sureties,  to  the  other  commissioners,  in 
the  penalty  of  one  thousand  pounds,  conditioned  that  he  will 
well  and  faithfully  execute  his  office,  keep  regular  accounts  of 
his  receipts  and  disbursements,  pay  all  the  orders  drawn  on  him 
by  the  said  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  or  their  sur- 
vivors, as  soon  as  sufficient  moneys  shall  come  to  his  hands 
from  any  of  the  funds  belonging  to  the  commissioners;  that 
he  will,  at  least  once  in  every  year,  settle  and  adjust  with  the 
said  commissioners  a  full  and  just  account,  supported  by  proper 
vouchers,  of  all  his  receipts  and  payments  during  the  preced- 
ing year;  and  that  upon  his  death,  or  the  appointment  of  an- 
other treasurer  in  his  room  (which  the  said  commissioners,  or 
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a  majority  of  them,  or  their  survivors,  are  hereby  authorized 
to  do,  whenever  they  see  cause)  he,  his  executors  or  adminis- 
trators shall  and  will  settle  and  adjust  all  his  accounts  with 
the  said  commissioners,  and  pay  the  remaining  balance  in  his 
hands  to  his  successor  in  office,  charging  no  more  than  six 
pence  in  the  pound  on  all  the  moneys  by  him  received  and  paid. 

[Section  VII. ]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  commissioners 
shall  meet  at  some  convenient  place,  by  them  to  be  fixed  on, 
so  often  as  the  business  under  their  care  shall  require,  when 
two-thirds  of  their  number  being  met  shall  constitute  a  board, 
a  majority  of  whose  voices  shall  be  sufficient  to  determine  any 
question  that  may  arise  or  be  made  touching  or  concerning 
any  of  the  matters  or  things  hereby  committed  to  their  care. 

[Section  VIII. ]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  singular  the  powers 
and  authorities  hereby  given  to  the  said  commissioners  and 
the  estate  and  estates  which  they  shall  acquire  in  any  lots  of 
ground  by  virtue  of  and  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  shall  continue 
and  remain  in  the  said  Robert  Knox,  Joseph  Blewer,  Joseph 
Turner,  John  Brown,  William  Clifton  and  Isaac  Penrose,  and 
the  survivors  of  them,  and  the  supervisors  of  the  highways 
for  the  time  being,  until  the  said  landings  are  purchased  and 
improved  and  until  the  whole  debts  accrued  by  the  purchase 
and  improvement  thereof  are,  by  the  sale  of  any  parts  of  the 
grounds  purchased,  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  landings,  and 
the  rates  and  assessments  hereby  ordered  to  be  laid  and  col- 
lected, or  by  some  other  means  fully  paid  off  and  discharged, 
and  until  their  accounts  of  and  concerning  the  same  are  finally 
adjusted,  and  no  longer;  and  then  and  from  thenceforth  the 
real  estate  of  and  in  the  same  shall  devolve  upon  and  accrue 
to  the  supervisors  of  the  highways  in  the  said  district,  who 
are  hereby  erected  into  and  declared  to  be  one  body  politic 
and  corporate  (for  this  especial  purpose)  in  deed  and  in  law, 
capable  of  holding  the  same,  and  of  suing  and  being  sued  in  all 
actions  touching  and  concerning  the  same,  by  the  name  of  "The 
Supervisors  of  the  public  landings  and  highways  in  the  district 
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of  Southwark,  and  to  their  successors  forever,  in  trust  for  the 
use  of  the  public,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  mentioned,  that 
is  to  say,  in  trust  that  the  said  supervisors  for  the  time  being, 
or  a  majority  of  them,  with  the  approbation  of  three  justices 
of  the  peace  of  and  for  the  said  county,  shall  and  may  grant, 
demise  and  to  farm  let  the  same  landings  to  any  person  or 
persons  for  any  term  of  years,  not  exceeding  seven  at  one 
time,  upon  such  rents  and  conditions  as  they  shall  think  proper; 
and  shall  and  may  make  such  rules,  orders  and  regulations  for 
the  well  governing  as  well  the  tenants  thereof  as  the  boats, 
flats,  carts  and  wagons  which  shall  frequent  the  same,  and 
the  owners,  skippers  and  drivers  thereof,  and  the  prices  or 
rates  of  toll  or  wharfage  to  be  paid  for  all  articles  to  be  un- 
laden thereon;  and  that  the  said  supervisors  shall  receive  the 
rents,  issues  and  profits  thereof  and  apply  the  same  to  the 
making  any  improvements  or  buildings  thereon,  to  the  paving 
any  of  the  streets  or  maintaining  and  repairing  any  of  the 
highways  or  to  any  other  public  use  within  the  said  district, 
which  the  said  supervisors,  or  a  majority  of  them,  by  and  with 
the  approbation  of  three  justices  of  the  said  county  as  afore- 
said shall  order  and  appoint. 

(Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  the  number  of  supervisors 
within  the  said  district  directed  to  be  chosen  by  the  freeholders 
and  inhabitants  by  the  act  of  assembly  in  such  case  provided 
will  be  too  small  when  this  weighty  trust  shall  wholly  devolve 
on  them: 

[Section  IX.]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  at  the  first  election  which  shall  be  held  for  the 
said  district,  after  the  accounts  of  the  said  commissioners  shall 
be  finally  adjusted,  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  said 
district  shall  elect  six  respectable  freeholders  to  be  the  super- 
visors of  the  public  landings  and  highways  in  the  district  of 
Southwark,  in  lieu  of  the  three  supervisors  of  the  streets  and 
highways  by  the  said  act  directed  to  be  chosen;  which  six  free- 
holders, being  duly  elected  according  to  the  directions  of  the 
said  act,  shall  have,  hold,  enjoy  and  exercise  all  the  powers, 
authorities  and  estates  by  this  act  vested  in  the  supervisors 
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of  the  public  landings  and  highways  in  the  district  of  South- 
ward 

Passed  September  20,  1782.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  2,  p.  12,  etc    See 
the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  March  6,  1790.    Chapter  1490. 


CHAPTER  CMXCIL 


AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE 
TOWNSHIP  OF  WARWICK,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BUCKS. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  minister,  elders  and  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  the  township  of  Warwick,  in 
the  county  of  Bucks,  have  prayed  that  their  said  church  may 
be  incorporated  and  by  law  enabled,  as  a  body  corporate  and 
politic,  to  receive  and  hold  such  charitable  donations  and  be- 
quests as  may  from  time  to  time  be  made  to  their  society,  and 
vested  with  such  powers  and  privileges  as  are  enjoyed  by  the 
other  religious  societies  who  are  incorporated  in  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  it  is  just  and  right  and  also 
agreeable  to  the  true  spirit  of  the  constitution  that  the  prayer 
of  their  said  petition  be  granted: 

[Section  L]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwalth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  Richard  Walker,  Ben- 
jamin Snodgrass,  William  Scott,  William  Long,  Nathan  Mc- 
Kinstry,  Gills  Craven,  William  Walker,  John  Carr,  Joseph 
Harb  and  their  successors  duly  elected  and  appointed  in  such 
manner  and  form  as  hereinafter  is  directed  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  made  and  constituted  a  corporation  and  body  politic 
in  law  and  in  fact,  to  have  continuance  forever,  by  the  name, 
style  and  title  of  "The  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Warwick  Township,  in  the  county  of  Bucks." 

[Section  II.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
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by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors,  by  the  name,  style  and  title  aforesaid,  shall  for- 
ever hereafter  be  persons  able  and  capable  in  law  as  well  to 
take,  receive  and  hold  all  and  all  manner  of  lands,  tenements, 
rents,  annuities,  franchises  and  other  hereditaments  which  at 
any  time  or  times  heretofore  have  been  granted,  bargained, 
sold,  enfeoffed,  released,  devised  or  otherwise  conveyed  to  the 
said  Presbyterian  church  in  Warwick  township  and  county 
aforesaid,  or  to  the  religious  congregation  worshipping  therein, 
now  under  the  pastoral  charge  and  care  of  the  Reverend  Na- 
thaniel Irvin,  or  to  any  other  person  or  persons  to  their  use 
or  in  trust  for  them,  and  the  same  lands,  tenements,  rents,  an- 
nuities, liberties,  franchises  and  other  hereditaments  are  hereby 
vested  and  established  in  the  said  corporation  and  their  suc- 
cessors forever,  according  to  their  original  use  and  intention. 
And  the  said  corporation  and  their  successors  are  hereby  de- 
clared to  be  seized  and  possessed  of  such  estate  and  estates 
therein  as  in  and  by  the  respective  grants,  bargains,  sales,  en- 
feoffments, releases,  devises  or  other  conveyances  thereof  is 
or  are  declared,  limited  or  expressed;  as  also  that  the  said  cor- 
poration and  their  successors  aforesaid,  at  all  times  hereafter 
shall  be  capable  and  able  to  purchase,  have,  receive,  take,  hold 
and  enjoy  in  fee  simple,  or  of  any  lesser  estate  or  estates,  any 
lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities,  liberties,  franchises  and 
other  hereditaments  by  the  gift,  grant,  bargain,  sale,  aliena- 
tion, enfeoffment,  release,  confirmation  or  devise  of  any  person 
or  persons,  bodies  politic  and  corporate,  capable  and  able  to 
make  the  same;  and,  further,  that  the  said  corporation  may  take 
and  receive  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  and  any  manner  or  por- 
tion of  goods  and  chattels  that  shall  be  given  or  bequeathed  to 
them  by  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  and  corporate 
capable  to  make  a  bequest  or  gift  thereof,  such  money,  goods 
and  chattels  to  be  laid  out  by  them  in  a  purchase  or  purchases 
of  lands,  tenements,  messuages,  houses,  rents,  annuities  or  here- 
ditaments to  them  and  their  successors  forever;  or  moneys  lent 
on  interest  or  otherwise  disposed  of  according  to  the  intention 
of  the  donors. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
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by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  rents,  profits  and  interest 
of  the  said  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  said  church  and 
corporation  shall,  by  the  said  trustees  and  their  successors  from 
time  to  time,  be  applied  for  the  maintenance  and  support  of 
the  pastor  or  pastors  of  the  said  church,  for  salaries  to  their 
clerk  and  sexton,  in  the  maintenance  and  support  of  a  school, 
and  in  repairing  and  maintaining  their  lot  and  house  of  public 
worship,  burial  ground,  parsonage,  house  or  houses,  school 
house  or  houses  and  other  tenements  which  now  do  or  hereafter 
shall  belong  to  the  said  church  and  corporation. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  hereafter  the  building  for 
public  worship  or  any  other  tenement  belonging  to  the  said 
church  and  corporation  shall  be  burnt,  endamaged  or  otherwise 
rendered  unfit  for  use,  or  if  hereafter  the  said  house  of  public 
worship  shall  appear  to  be  too  small  to  accommodate  the  con- 
gregation, whereby  it  shall  become  necessary  to  rebuild  or  re- 
pair the  same,  that  then  and  in  such  case  it  may  be  lawful  for 
the  said  corporation  and  their  successors  to  make  sale  or  other- 
wise dispose  of  any  part  or  parcel  of  said  real  or  personal  es- 
tate other  than  the  site  of  the  house  of  public  worship,  burial 
ground  or  grounds,  parsonage  house  or  houses,  school  house 
or  houses,  for  the  purposes  aforementioned  and  not  otherwise. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  be  it 
further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  the  disposal 
and  application  of  the  public  moneys  of  the  said  corporation, 
or  in  the  making  sale  or  disposition  of  any  part  or  parcel  of 
the  real  or  personal  estate  of  the  said  corporation  for  any 
of  the  purposes  aforementioned,  and  public  intimation  of  a 
meeting  of  the  members  of  said  church  being  given  as  here- 
inafter is  directed,  the  consent  and  concurrence  of  the  major 
part  of  the  regular  members  of  said  church  then  met  and  quali- 
fied as  hereinafter  is  directed,  shall  be  had  and  obtained; 
and  the  votes  hereinafter  directed  to  be  taken  shall  be  by  ballot, 
and  also  that  the  said  trustees,  in  like  manner  qualified,  shall 
be  admitted  to  vote  therein  as  members  of  said  church. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  trustees  and  their  suc- 
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cessors  shall  not,  by  deed,  fine  [or]  recovery,  or  by  any  other 
ways  or  means,  grant,  alien  or  otherwise  dispose  of  any  manors, 
messuages,  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments  in  them  or  their 
successors  vested,  or  hereafter  to  be  vested,  nor  charge  nor 
encumber  the  same  to  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever  except 
as  hereinbefore  is  excepted. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  trustees,  and  their 
successors,  or  the  majority  of  any  five  of  them  met,  from  time 
to  time,  after  public  intimation  given  the  preceding  Lord's  day, 
commonly  called  Sunday,  from  the  desk  or  pulpit  of  the  said 
church,  immediately  after  divine  service  before  the  congre- 
gation is  dismissed,  or  after  regular  notice  in  writing  left  at 
the  house  of  each  trustee  and  the  particular  business  having 
been  mentioned  at  least  one  meeting  before,  be  authorized 
and  empowered,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empow- 
ered to  make  rules,  and  by-laws,  and  ordinances  and  to  do 
everything  needful  for  the  good  government  and  support  of  the 
secular  affairs  of  the  said  church. 

(Section  X,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  the  said  by-laws, 
rules  and  ordinances,  or  any  of  them,  be  not  repugnant  to  the 
laws  of  this  commonwealth,  and  that  all  their  proceedings  be 
fairly  and  regularly  entered  into  a  church  book,  to  be  kept 
for  that  purpose;  and  also  that  the  said  trustees  and  their  suc- 
cessors, by  plurality  of  votes  of  any  five  or  more  of  them  met 
as  aforesaid,  after  such  intimation  or  notice  as  aforesaid,  be 
authorized  and  empowered,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  elect  and  appoint  from  among  themselves  a 
president,  and  also  to  elect  and  appoint  from  among  themselves 
or  others,  a  treasurer  and  secretary,  and  the  same  president, 
treasurer  and  secretary,  or  any  of  them,  at  their  pleasure 
to  remove,  change,  alter  or  continue  as  to  them,  or  a  majority 
of  any  five  of  them  or  more  so  met  as  aforesaid,  from  time  to 
time  shall  seem  to  be  most  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  church 
and  corporation. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  make,  have 
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and  use  one  common  seal,  with  such  device  and  inscription  as 
they  shall  think  proper,  and  the  same  to  break,  alter  and  renew 
at  their  pleasure. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  by  the  name  of  the  trustees  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  in  Warwick  township,  in  Bucks  county  aforesaid,  shall 
be  able  and  capable  in  law  to  sue  or  be  sued,  plead  and  be 
impleaded,  in  any  court  or  courts,  before  any  judge  or  judges, 
justice  or  justices,  in  all  and  all  manner  of  suits,  complaints, 
pleas,  causes,  matters  and  demands  of  whatsoever  kind,  nature 
or  form  they  may  be,  and  all  and  every  matter  and  thing 
therein  in  as  full  and  effectual  a  manner  as  any  other  person 
or  persons,  bodies  politic  or  corporate  within  this  common- 
wealth may  or  can  do. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  shall 
always  consist  of  nine  members,  called  and  known  by  the  name 
of  "The  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Township 
of  Warwick,  in  the  county  of  Bucks,"  and  the  said  members 
shall  at  all  times  hereafter  be  chosen  by  ballot,  by  a  majority 
of  such  members  met  together  of  the  said  church  or  congrega- 
tion as  shall  have  been  enrolled  in  the  aforesaid  book  as  stated 
worshippers  with  the  said  church,  for  not  less  than  the  space 
of  one  year,  and  shall  have  paid  one  year's  pew  rent  or  other 
annual  sum  of  money,  not  less  than  ten  shillings,  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  pastor  or  pastors  and  other  officers  of  the  said 
church,  their  house  of  public  worship  and  lots  and  tenements 
belonging  to  the  said  church  and  corporation,  and  towards  the 
other  necessary  expenses  of  the  said  church,  and  shall  not  at 
any  time  of  voting  be  more  than  one-half  year  behind  or  in  ar- 
rears for  the  same. 

(Section  XIV,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  the  pastor  or 
pastors  of  the  said  church,  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  entitled 
to  vote  equally  with  any  member  of  the  said  church  or  congre- 
gation. 

(Section  XV,  P.  L.)  And  provided  also,  That  all  and  every 
person  or  persons,  qualified  as  aforesaid  to  vote  and  elect,  shall 
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and  may  be  capable  and  able  to  be  elected  a  trustee  aforesaid, 
except  in  case  of  the  said  church  having  two  pastors  and  one 
of  them  only  to  be  eligible  at  the  same  time. 

[Section  XL]  (Section  XVI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  Richard  Walker,  Ben- 
jamin Snodgrass,  William  Scott,  William  Long,  Nathan  Mc- 
Kinstry,  Giles  Craven,  William  Walker,  John  Carr  [and]  Jo- 
seph Hart,  the  first  and  present  trustees  hereby  incorporated, 
shall  be  and  continue  trustees  aforesaid  until  they  be  removed 
in  manner  following:  That  is  to  say,  one-third  part  in  number 
of  the  trustees  aforesaid,  being  the  third  part  herein  first 
named  and  appointed,  shall  cease  and  discontinue,  and  their 
appointment  determine  on  the  second  Monday  in  the  month  of 
May,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-three,  upon  which  day  a  new  election  shall 
be  had  and  held  of  so  many  others  in  their  stead  and  place, 
by  a  majority  of  the  persons  met  and  qualified  agreeable  to 
the  purport,  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act  to  vote  and 
elect  as  aforesaid;  and  on  the  second  Monday  in  the  month  of 
May,  in  the  year  following  the  second  third  part  in  number  of 
the  said  trustees  herein  named  shall,  in  like  manner  cease  and 
discontinue,  and  their  appointment  determine,  and  a  new  elec- 
tion be  had  and  held  of  so  many  in  their  place  and  stead,  in 
like  manner;  and  on  the  second  Monday  in  May,  in  the  year 
then  next  following,  the  last  third  part  in  number  of  the  said 
trustees  shall  in  like  manner  cease  and  discontinue,  and  their 
appointment  determine,  and  a  new  election  be  had  and  held 
in  like  manner  as  hereinbefore  is  directed;  and  that  in  the  same 
manner  and  by  the  like  mode  of  rotation,  one-third  part  in 
number  of  the  said  trustees  shall  cease,  discontinue  and  their 
appointment  determine,  and  a  new  election  of  said  third  part 
be  had  and  held  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  on  the  second  Monday 
in  the  month  of  May  in  every  year  forever,  so  that  no  person 
or  persons  shall  be  or  continue  a  trustee  or  trustees  of  said 
church  for  any  longer  time  than  three  years  together,  without 
being  re-elected. 

(Section  XVII,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  the  persons  be- 
longing to  the  said  church  who  are  in,  and  by  this  act  author- 
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ized  and  empowered  to  elect,  shall  and  may  be  at  liberty  to 
re-elect  any  one  or  more  of  the  said  trustees  whose  times  shall 
have  expired  on  the  day  of  the  annual  election,  whenever  and 
so  often  as  they  shall  think  fit. 

(Section  XVIII,  P.  L.)  Provided  also,  That  whenever  any 
vacancy  happens  by  the  death,  refusal  to  serve,  or  removal  of 
any  one  or  more  of  the  trustees  aforesaid,  pursuant  to  the  di- 
rections of  this  act,  an  election  shall  be  had  of  some  fit  person 
or  persons,  in  his  or  their  place  and  stead  so  dying,  refusing 
or  removing,  as  soon  as  conveniently  can  be  done;  and  that 
the  person  or  persons  so  elected  shall  be,  remain  and  continue 
as  a  trustee  or  trustees  aforesaid  so  long  without  a  new  elec- 
tion, as  the  person  or  persons  in  whose  place  and  stead  he  or 
they  shall  have  been  so  elected  as  aforesaid,  would  or  might 
have  remained  and  continued,  and  no  longer,  and  that  in  all 
cases  of  a  vacancy  happening  by  the  means  in  this  act  last 
mentioned,  the  remaining  trustees  shall  be  empowered  to  call  a 
meeting  of  the  electors  for  supplyingthe  said  vacancy,  such  meet- 
ing to  be  notified  and  published  in  like  manner  as  hereinbefore 
is  directed  and  appointed  for  notifying  and  publishing  the  meet- 
ing of  the  trustees. 

[Section  XII.]  (Section  XIX,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  clear 
yearly  value  or  income  of  the  messuages,  houses,  lands,  tene- 
ments, rents,  annuities  or  other  hereditaments  and  real  estate 
of  the  said  corporation  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  thou- 
sand pounds,  lawful  money  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be 
taken  and  esteemed  exclusive  of  the  moneys  arising  from  the 
letting  of  the  pews  and  the  contributions  belonging  to  the  said 
church,  and  also  exclusive  of  the  moneys  arising  from  the  open- 
ing the  ground  or  burials,  which  said  money  shall  be  received 
by  the  said  trustees  and  disposed  of  by  them  in  the  manner 
hereinbefore  directed,  pursuant  to  the  votes  of  the  members 
of  the  said  church  duly  qualified  to  vote  and  elect  as  aforesaid. 
Passed  September  20, 1782.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  2,  p.  17,  etc. 
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CHAPTER  CMXCIIL 


AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THB  DUTCH  REFORMED  CHURCH  IN 
THE  TOWNSHIPS  OF  NORTHAMPTON  AND  SOUTHAMPTON,  IN  THE 
COUNTY  OF  BUCKS. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas,  the  minister,  elders,  deacons  and 
members  of  the  Dutch  Protestant  Reformed  church,  in  the 
townships  of  Northampton  and  Southampton;  in  the  county  of 
Bucks,  have  prayed  that  some  persons  amongst  them  may  be 
incorporated  as  trustees  for  the  community,  that  they  may  re- 
ceive and  hold  grants  of  lands  and  chattels,  thereby  to  enable 
the  petitioners  to  erect  and  repair  public  buildings  for  the  wor- 
ship of  God,  for  school  houses  and  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
ministry,  and  that  the  same  trustees  may  plead  and  be  im- 
pleaded in  any  suit  touching  the  premises,  and  have  perpetual 
success: 

And  whereas,  it  is  just  and  right  and  also  agreeable  to  the 
true  spirit  of  the  constitution  that  the  prayer  of  their  said  peti- 
tion be  granted: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Eepresentatives  of  the  Freemen 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly 
met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  Reverend  Mat- 
thew Light,  minister;  Henry  Kroesen,  Gilliam  Cornell,  Henry 
Wynkoop,  elders;  William  Bennet,  Aart  Lefferts  and  Daniel 
Hogeland,  deacons  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  congregation  above 
named,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  and  their  successors  duly 
elected  and  nominated  in  their  place  and  stead,  be  and  they 
are  hereby  made  and  constituted  a  corporation  and  body  politic 
in  law  and  in  fact,  to  have  continuance  forever,  by  the  name, 
style  and  title  of  "The  Trustees  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church 
in  Northampton  and  Southampton,  in  the  county  of  Bucks." 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors,  by  the  name,  style  and  title  aforesaid,  shall  forever 
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hereafter  be  persons  able  and  capable  in  law  to  purchase,  take, 
hold  and  enjoy  any  messuages,  houses,  buildings,  lands,  rents, 
tenements,  annuities  or  any  other  hereditaments,  in  fee  simple 
and  forever,  or  for  term  of  life  or  lives  or  in  any  other  manner, 
so  as  the  same  exceed  not  at  any  time  in  the  clear  yearly  value 
or  income  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds,  lawful  money  of 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  over  and  above  all  charges  and  re- 
prizes; and,  further,  that  the  said  corporation  may  take  and 
receive  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  and  any  manner  or  portion 
of  goods  and  chattels  that  shall  be  given  or  bequeathed  to  them 
by  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politis  or  corporate  capable 
to  make  a  bequest  or  gift  thereof;  and  also  that  the  said  cor- 
poration and  their  successors  shall  and  may  give,  grant,  demise 
or  otherwise  dispose  of  all  or  any  of  the  messuages,  houses, 
buildings,  lands,  rents,  tenements,  annuities  or  any  other  heredi- 
taments as  to  them  shall  seem  meet 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  be 
it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  the 
making  sale  or  disposition  of  any  part  or  parcel  of  the  real 
estate  of  the  said  corporation,  the  consent  and  concurrence 
of  the  major  part  of  the  regular  members,  who  shall  have  been 
enrolled  as  stated  worshippers  with  the  said  church  for  not 
less  than  the  space  of  one  year,  and  who  shall  have  paid  an 
annual  sum  of  money  not  less  than  seven  shillings  and  six  pence 
for  the  support  of  the  pastor  or  pastors  and  other  officers  of 
the  said  church,  their  houses  of  public  worship  and  lots  and 
tenements  belonging  to  the  said  church  and  corporation,  and 
towards  the  other  necessary  expenses  of  the  said  church,  and 
who  shall  not  at  any  time  of  voting  be  more  than  one-half  year 
behind  or  in  arrears  for  the  same,  shall  be  had  and  obtained. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  such  lands,  tene- 
ments, hereditaments,  money,  goods  and  chattels,  which  at  any 
time  before  or  after  the  passing  of  this  act  have  been  or  shall 
be  devised,  given  or  granted  to  the  church  above  named,  in 
the  said  county  of  Bucks,  or  to  any  person  or  persons  in  trust 
for  them,  shall  be  and  remain  and  they  are  hereby  declared  to 
be  vested  in  and  shall  remain  in  the  peaceable  and  quiet  pos- 
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session  of  the  corporation,  according  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  such  devise  or  devises,  gift  or  gifts,  grant  or  grants. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  the  said  corporation,  and  their 
successors,  by  the  name  of  "The  Trustees  of  the  Dutch  Re- 
formed Church  in  the  townships  of  Northampton  and  South- 
ampton, in  the  county  of  Bucks,"  shall  be  able  and  capable  in 
law  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded  in  any  court 
or  courts,  before  any  judge  or  judges,  justice  or  justices,  in 
all  and  all  manner  of  suits,  complaints,  causes,  matters  and 
demands  of  whatsoever  kind,  nature  or  form  they  may  be,  in 
as  full  and  effectual  a  manner  as  any  other  person  or  persons, 
bodies  politic  and  corporate  in  this  commonwealth  may  or  can 
do. 

[Section  VI. ]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation,  and  their 
successors,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  make,  have 
and  use  one  common  seal,  with  such  device  or  devices  and  in- 
scription, as  they  shall  think  proper,  and  the  same  to  break, 
alter  and  renew  at  their  pleasure. 

[Section  VII. ]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  trustees,  and 
their  successors,  or  a  majority  of  them,  met  from  time  to  time 
be  authorized  and  empowered,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered  to  make  rules,  by-laws  and  ordinances  and  to 
do  everything  needful  for  the  good  government  and  support 
of  the  secular  affairs  of  said  church.  Provided  always,  That 
the  said  rules,  by-laws  and  ordinances,  or  any  of  them,  be  con- 
sonant to  the  usages  and  customs  of  said  church,  and  not  re- 
pugnant to  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  IX,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  Reverend  Matthew 
Light,  minister;  Henry  Kroesen,  Gilliam  Cornell,  Henry  Wyn- 
koop,  elders;  William  Bennet,  Aart  Lefferts,  Daniel  Hogeland, 
deacons,  the  first  and  present  trustees  hereby  incorporated, 
shall  be  and  continue  trustees  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  church, 
in  the  county  aforesaid,  until  others  shall  be  duly  elected  and 
confirmed,  according  to  the  manner,  custom  and  method  now 
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in  use  in  the  said  church,  for  electing  the  elders  and  deacons 
(the  minister  for  the  time  being  remaining  a  trustee),  which 
persons  so  elected  and  confirmed  as  aforesaid  shall  have  all 
the  power  and  authorities  of  the  above  named  trustees;  and  all 
and  every  such  person  or  persons,  so  newly  elected  and  con- 
firmed as  aforesaid,  shall  remain  until  other  fit  persons  in  like 
manner  be  elected  and  confirmed  in  their  respective  rooms  and 
places. 

[Section  IX,]  (Section  X,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  case  of  the  death  or  removal 
of  a  minister  of  the  said  congregation,  and  until  another  min- 
ister shall  be  duly  appointed  and  approved  for  the  said  congre- 
gation agreeable  to  former  method  and  usage,  they,  the  said 
elders  and  deacons,  shall  have  the  same  power  and  authorities 
as  are  hereinbefore  vested  in  the  whole  corporation. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  trustees,  and  their 
successors  be  authorized  and  empowered,  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  meet  at  such  time  or  times,  place 
or  places  as  to  them,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall  seem  meet 
and  convenient,  and  then  and  there,  by  plurality  of  votes  to 
elect  and  appoint  from  among  themselves  a  president,  and  also 
to  elect  and  appoint  a  treasurer  and  secretary,  which  president 
so  elected  shall  have  the  custody  of  the  seal  or  seals  of  said 
corporation,  and  all  books,  charters,  deeds  and  writings  any 
way  relating  to  the  said  corporation,  and  shall  have  power  from 
time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  as  occasion  shall  re- 
quire, to  call  a  meeting  of  the  said  trustees  at  such  place  as 
he  shall  think  convenient,  for  the  execution  of  all  or  any  of  the 
powers  hereby  given;  and  in  case  of  sickness,  removal  or  death 
of  the  president,  all  the  powers  hereby  given  to  the  president, 
shall  remain  in  the  senior  elder,  until  the  recovery  of  the  presi- 
dent or  until  a  new  president  shall  be  elected  as  aforesaid. 

[Section  XI.]  (Section  XII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  act  and  order  of  the 
major  part  of  the  said  trustees,  consented  or  agreed  to  at  such 
meeting  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  good,  valid  and  effectual,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  as  if  the  whole  number  of  the  said  trus- 
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tees  had  consented  and  agreed  thereto;  also,  that  all  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  said  trustees,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  be  fairly  entered  in  a  book  or  books  to  be 
kept  for  the  purpose  by  the  president  of  the  trustees  for  the 
time  being,  which  book  or  books,  together  with  the  seal  of 
the  said  corporation,  and  all  charters,  deeds  and  writings 
whatsoever,  any  way  belonging  to  the  said  corporations  shall 
be  delivered  over  by  the  former  president  to  the  president  of  the 
said  trustees  newly  elected,  as  such  presidents  shall  hereafter 
successively  from  time  to  time  be  elected. 

[Section  XII. ]  (Section  XIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  clause, 
sentence  and  article  herein  contained  shall  be,  in  all  things, 
firm,  valid,  sufficient  and  effectual  in  law  unto  the  said  corpora- 
tion and  community  and  their  successors  forever,  according 
to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  hereof;  and  that  in  all  things  it 
shall  be  construed,  taken  and  expounded  most  benignly  and 
for  the  greatest  advantage  and  profit  of  the  trustees  of  the 
said  Dutch  Reformed  church  of  Northampton  and  Southamp- 
ton, in  the  county  of  Bucks  aforesaid,  and  their  successors  for- 
ever, notwithstanding  any  defect,  default  or  imperfection  may 
be  found  therein,  or  any  other  cause  or  thing  whatsoever. 
Passed  September  20, 17S2.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  2,  p.  21,  etc. 


CHAPTER  CMXCIV. 


AN  ACT  FOR  PROCURING  AN  ESTIMATE  OP  THE  DAMAGES,  SUSTAINED 
BY  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  PENNSYLVANIA,  FROM  THE  TROOPS  AND 
ADHERENTS  OF  THE  KING  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  DURING  THE  PRES- 
ENT WAR. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  great  damages  of  the  most  wanton 
nature  have  been  committed  by  the  armies  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  or  their  adherents,  within  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  of  North  America,  unwarranted  by  the  practice  of  civ- 
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ilized  nations,  and  only  to  be  accounted  for  from  the  vindictive 
spirit  of  the  said  king  and  his  officers: 

And  whereas,  an  accurate  account  and  estimate  of  such  dam 
ages,  more  especially  the  waste  and  destruction  of  property, 
may  be  very  useful  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  forming  a  future  treaty  of  peace,  and  in  the  mean- 
time may  serve  to  exhibit  in  a  true  light  to  the  nations  of 
Europe  the  conduct  of  the  said  king,  his  ministers,  officers  and 
adherents: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  To  the  end,  therefore,  that  proper  meas- 
ures may  be  taken  to  ascertain  the  damages  aforesaid,  which 
have  been  done  to  the  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  Pennsyl- 
vania in  the  course  of  the  present  war  within  this  state: 

[Section  I.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Free- 
men of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  As- 
sembly met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  every 
county  within  this  state  which  has  been  invaded  by  the  armies, 
soldiers  or  the  adherents  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  the 
commissioners  of  every  such  county,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall, 
without  delay,  meet  together,  each  within  their  county,  and 
issue  directions  to  the  assessors  of  the  respective  townships, 
wards  or  districts  within  such  county  where  they  have  reason 
to  believe  any  such  damage  hath  been  done,  to  notify  the  in- 
habitants thereof  by  at  least  three  written  notices,  to  furnish 
accounts  and  estimates  of  the  damages,  waste,  spoil  and  de- 
struction which  hath  been  done  and  committed  as  aforesaid, 
upon  the  property,  real  or  personal,  within  the  same  township, 
ward  or  district  since  the  eighteenth  day  of  April,  which  was 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-five, and  the  same  accounts  and  estimates  to  transmit 
to  the  said  commissioners  without  delay.  And  if  any  person 
or  persons  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  make  out  such  accounts 
and  estimates,  the  said  assessors  of  the  township,  ward  or  dis- 
trict shall,  from  their  own  knowledge  and  by  any  other  reason- 
able and  lawful  methods,  take  and  render  such  an  account 
and  estimate  of  all  damage  done  or  committed  as  aforesaid. 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  all  such  accounts 
and  estimates  to  be  made  out  and  transmitted  as  aforesaid 
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shall  contain  a  narrative  of  the  time  and  circumstances  and, 
if  in  the  power  of  the  person  aggrieved,  the  names  of  the  gen- 
eral or  other  officer  or  adherent  of  the  enemy  by  whom  the 
damage  in  any  case  was  done,  or  under  whose  orders  the  army, 
detachment,  party  or  persons  committing  the  same  acted  at 
that  time,  and  also  the  name  and  addition  of  the  person  or 
persons  whose  property  was  so  damaged  or  destroyed,  and  that 
all  such  accounts  and  estimates  be  made  in  current  money, 
upon  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  sufferer,  or  of  others  having 
knowledge  concerning  the  same;  and  that  in  every  case  it  be 
set  forth  whether  the  party  injured  hath  received  any  satis- 
faction for  his  loss  and  by  whom  the  same  was  given. 

[Section  II. ]  (Section  IV,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  commissioners,  hav- 
ing obtained  the  said  accounts  and  estimates  from  the  assessors 
of  the  several  townships,  wards  and  districts,  shall  proceed  to 
inspect  and  register  the  same  in  a  book  to  be  provided  for  that 
purpose,  distinguishing  the  district  and  townships,  and  enter- 
ing those  of  each  place  together;  and  if  any  account  and  esti- 
mate be  imperfect  or  not  sufficiently  verified  and  established, 
the  said  commissioners  shall  have  power  and  they,  or  any  two 
of  them,  are  hereby  authorized  to  summon  and  compel  any 
person,  whose  evidence  they  shall  think  necessary,  to  appear 
before  them  at  the  day  and  place  appointed,  to  be  examined 
upon  oath  or  affirmation  concerning  any  damage  [or]  injury 
as  aforesaid;  and  the  said  commissioners  shall,  upon  register- 
ing as  aforesaid,  without  delay,  deliver  over  and  transmit  to 
the  supreme  executive  council  all  and  every  of  the  original  ac- 
counts, together  with  a  copy  of  the  register  aforesaid. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  losses  of  servants,  negro 
and  mulatto  slaves  who  have  been  deluded  and  carried  away 
by  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  and  which  have  not  been 
recovered  or  recompensed,  shall  be  comprehended  within  the 
accounts  and  estimates  aforesaid;  and  that  the  commissioners 
and  assessors  of  any  county,  which  hath  not  been  invaded  as 
aforesaid,  shall  nevertheless  inquire  after  and  procure  accounts 
and  estimates  of  any  damages  suffered  by  the  loss  of  such  ser- 
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vants  and  slaves  as  is  hereinbefore  directed  as  to  other  prop- 
erty. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  of  the  aforesaid,  That  the  charges  and  ex- 
penses of  executing  this  act,  as  to  the  pay  of  the  said  commis- 
sioners and  assessors  shall  be  as  in  other  cases,  and  that  wit- 
nesses shall  be  rewarded  for  their  loss  of  time  and  trouble, 
as  witnesses  summoned  to  appear  in  the  courts  of  quarter  ses- 
sions of  the  peace;  and  the  said  charges  and  expenses  shall  be 
defrayed  by  the  commonwealth,  but  paid  in  the  first  instance 
out  of  the  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the  county 
for  county  rates  and  levies  upon  orders  drawn  by  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  proper  county. 

Passed  September  21, 1782.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  2,  p.  24,  etc. 


CHAPTER  CMXCV. 


AN  ACT  TO  REPEAL  THE  ACT,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  ENABLE  THE 
SUPREME  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL  TO  NEGOTIATE  SUCH  LOANS,  AS 
MAY  BE  NECESSARY  TO  PROCURE  A  SUFFICIENT  SUM  OF  MONEY 
FOR  THE  DEFENSE  OF  THE  FRNOTIERS  OF  THIS  STATE  AND  THE 
SUPPORT  OF  CIVIL  GOVERNMENT,"  AND  FOR  OTHER  PURPOSES 
THEREIN  MENTIONED. 

(Section  I,  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  supreme  executive  council 
have  not  negotiated  a  loan  of  money  by  virtue  of  the  act  of 
assembly,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  supreme  executive 
council  to  negotiate  such  loans,  as  may  be  necessary  to  procure 
a  sufficient  sum  of  money  for  the  defense  of  the  frontiers  of 
this  state  and  support  of  civil  government," x  and  it  being  inex- 
pedient that  the  said  act  should  any  longer  remain  in  force, 
the  intention  thereof  being  otherwise  in  part  supplied  by  this 
house: 

[Section  L]  (Section  II,  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the 
Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 

i  Passed  April  15,  1782,  Chapter  983. 
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same,  That  the  said  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  supreme 
executive  council  to  negotiate  such  loans  as  may  be  necessary 
to  procure  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  for  the  defense  of  the 
frontiers  of  this  state,  and  the  support  of  civil  government," l 
and  every  clause,  matter  and  thing  therein  contained  shall  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  and  made  void  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  whatsoever. 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  this  house  have  negotiated 
a  loan  with  the  National  Bank  of  North  America  for  the  sum 
of  five  thousand  pounds,  to  be  repaid  in  three  months,  with 
lawful  interest,  out  of  the  money  now  due  for  interest  in  the 
loan  office  of  this  state: 

[Section  II.]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  all  moneys  now  due  for  interest  in  the  loan  office 
of  this  state  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  appropriated  for  the 
payment  of  the  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds  borrowed  as  afore- 
said. 

Passed  September  21,  1782.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  2,  p.  26,  etc 
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ABOLITION.    See    Slavery. 

ACCOUNTS.    See      Pennsylvania     Line, 
Public  Accounts. 

ACTION   OF   DEBT. 

Penalties  accruing  under  act  for  sup- 
pressing public  actions  to  be  recov- 
ered by,    17 

Certificate  of  auditors  appointed  to 
settle  public  accounts  to  be  conclu- 
sive evidence  in,  by  the  Common- 
wealth to  recover  amount  due,  75 

Certain  penalties  to  be  recovered 
by 137,294-295 

Tenant  compelled  to  pay  taxes  to  re- 
cover same  from  landlord  by 141 

Penalty  imposed  upon  militia-lieuten- 
ants, etc.,  for  neglecting  or  refus- 
ing to  deliver  up  books,  accounts, 
etc.,  to  their  successors  in  office  to 
be  recovered  by  bill,  plaint,  infor- 
mation, indictment  or,   227 

Penalties  imposed  on  tax  collectors  in 
South wark  to  be  recovered  by,   ....  615 

ACTIONS. 

Pending  in  Westmoreland  county 
against  the  inhabitants  of  newly 
erected  county  of  Washington  not 
to  be  stayed,    276 

ACTS     OF     ASSEMBLY.      See     Private 
Acts. 

Certain,  repealed 9,  22,  37,  51,  52,  72, 

73,  80,  96,  97,  106,  109,  139,  172,  175,  267, 
287,   337,  378,  381,  405,   461,  605,  511,  633, 
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Certain,    partly  repealed,    22,    31,   33, 

113,   213,  220,  227,  267,  272,  284,  326,  405, 

411,  438 
Certain,   repealed,   after  Oct.  1,   1781,  288 
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Certain,    not  repealed 142 

Certain,   suspended 204,266,288 

Certain,   continued,  32,  182,  183,  227,  228, 

288,  299,  352,  363 

Certain,  party  continued,    ....33,   225,  365 

Certain,    revived 115,248.470 

Certain,    revived   and   extended,    116,  283 
Parts  of  certain,   made  perpetual,   ..  405 

Defects  in  certain,   cured,    125 

Certain  altered  and  amended,    81-82 

Duration   of   certain,    limited,    ....9,    22, 
116,   128,   218,  298,  364,   605 
Certain,   to   be   given   in   evidence   in 
suits  or  prosecutions  for  things  done 
under  them,   256,  319,  323,  616 

ADMIRALTY.    See    High   Court   of   Er- 
rors and  Appeals. 

Fees  of  the  judge  of,   41 

Fees  of  the  judge,  register  and  mar- 
shall  of  the  court  of,  to  be  paid  in 

wheat,    40 

Marshall  of  the  court  of,  not  to  sell  by 
public    auction   except    prize   ships, 

etc.,  and  perishable  goods,   19-20 

Marshall  to  make  out  an  inventory  of 

prizes  and  have  them  appraised,  ....    20 
Inventory  and  appraisement  to  be  filed 

with  the  register  of  the  court 20 

If  no  appeal  be  entered  execution  to 

issue  upon  entry  of  security,   20 

Mode  of  distributing  shares  of  prises,    20 

Compensation  of  mar  shall,    21 

Compensation   of   appraisers,    21 

High  court  of  errors  and  appeals  to 
be  composed  of  the  president  of 
the  supreme  executive  council,  the 
judges  of  the  supreme  court,  the 
judge  of,  and  three  persons  of  inte- 
grity and  ability,   64 

Appeals  from  the  court  of,  to  lie  to  the 
high  court  of  errors  and  appeals,..    54 
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Judge  of,  not  to  sit  in  high  court  of 
errors  and  appeals  on  cases  already 
heard  and  determined  by  him 54-55 

Compensation  of  judge  of,  for  Bitting 
in  high  court  of  errors  and  appeals,    58 

Court  of,   established 97 

Supreme  executive  council  to  appoint 
a  Judge  of 97 

Term  of  judge,    97 

Jurisdiction  of  court  of 97 

Prize  causes,  etc.,  to  be  judged  by  the 
law  of  nations  and  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress,     97-98 

Appeals  in  such  cases  to  lie  to  Con- 
gress, upon  security  given 98 

Captains,  etc.,  bringing  into  court 
captured  vessels,  etc.,  to  exhibit  to 
the  Judge  of,  within  three  days  a 
libel  in  writing,    98 

Libel  to  contain  a  full  account  of  the 
time  and  manner  of  capture,   98 

All  books,  papers,  etc.,  found  on  cap- 
tured vessel  <to  be  delivered  to  the 
register  of  the  court  of,    98 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal 99 

Register  to  give  public  notice  in  the 
newspapers  of  the  day  set  for  trial,    99 

Owners  to  show  cause  why  captured 
vessels  should  not  be  condemned  as 
lawful  prize,    99 

Judge  of,  to  appoint  three  appraisers 
if  cargo  be  damaged  or  perishable, 99-100 

And  order  the  marshall  to  sell  the 
same  upon  return  of  appraisement,  100 

Marshall  to  keep  money  arising  from 
such  sales  until  the  termination  of 
trial 100 

Cost  ox  appraisement  and  charges 
upon  prize  to  be  ascertained  by  the 
judge 100 

Appeals  not  to  stay  proceedings  if 
appellees   enter   security,    100 

Security  to  have  effect  as  a  statute 
staple 100 

Condemned  vessels  and  cargoes  to  be 
sold  at  public  auction  for  the  bene- 
fit  of  the   captors,    101 

Marshall  to  file  account  of  such  sales 
with    the    register,    101 
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Negroes  and  mulattoes  taken  as  prize 
not  to  be  so  sold 101 

To  be  appraised  and  delivered  to  cap- 
tors   101 

Act  not  to  interfere  with  act  for  sup- 
pression of  public  auctions,    101 

Judge  to  appoint  agents  for  absent 
persons,    102 

Such  agents  to  give  security 102-103 

Unclaimed  shares  of  prizes  vested  in 
the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,    103 

Persons  entitled  may  receive  same  if 
they  apply  within  three  years,    ....  103 

Ships,  etc.,  belonging  to  foreigners 
not  to  be  sold  for  three  months 103 

Supreme  executive  council  to  appoint 
register  of  the  court  of 103 

Attestations  of  register  «to  be  received 
as   evidence 104 

Supreme  executive  council  to  appoint 
a  marshall  of  the  court  of,  .........  104 

Bond  of  marshall,   104 

Traitors,  pirates,  felons,  etc.,  offend- 
ing upon  the  sea  to  be  tried  by  grand 
and  petit  Juries,    104 

Trial  to  be  had  in  court  of  oyer  and 
terminer  in  Philadelphia,    105 

Justices  of  the  supreme  court  and 
judge  of,  constituted  justices  of  oyer 
and  terminer,    105 

Judge  of,  to  be  president  of  oyer  and 
terminer  in  chief  justices  absence,  105 

Persons  standing  mute  upon  arraign- 
ment to  be  deemed  to  have  pleaded 
not  guilty 105 

Provision  for  trial  of  offences  com- 
mitted partly  on  land  and  partly  at 
sea,    105 

Proceedings  in  court  of,  liable  to  pro- 
hibition of  the  supreme  court,    105 

Prior  act  of  assembly  repealed,   105 

Repeal  not  to  prevent  or  stop  any 
cause  pending  in  court  of 105-106 

A  supplement  to  act  regulating  and 
establishing  admiralty  jurisdiction, 
passed,    220 

Place  and  manner  of  trial  of  traitors, 
pirates,  felons  and  criminals  com- 
mitting offences  within  the  admir- 
alty jurisdiction  or  upon  the  sea,..  221 
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Persons  convicted  of  such  crimes  to 
suffer  death  without  benefit  of 
clergy,  where  the  same  is  taken 
away  for  like  offence  committed  on 
land 221 

Trial  and  punishment  of  subjects  of 
this  State  or  any  of  the  U.  S.  com- 
mitting piracy,  etc.,  under  foreign 
colors,    222 

Persons  betraying  their  trust  at  sea  to 
be  convicted  and  punished  as  pi- 
rates,      222 

Captains  and  masters  of  vessels  har- 
boring deserters  to  be  fined  10,000£,  223 

Penalty  to  be  recovered  by  distress,  223 

For  want  of  sufficient  distress  such 
captain,  etc.,  to  suffer  one  years 
imprisonment  without  bail  or  main- 
prise,      223 

Prize  money  and  wages  of  such  deser- 
ters to  be  forfeited  and  applied  for 
recruiting  the  Pennsylvania  line  in 
the   federal   army,    223 

Certain  wills,  powers  of  attorney, 
deeds  of  sale,  etc.,  made  by  such  de- 
serters declared  null  and  void,  223 

President  and  council  to  appoint  per- 
sons to  inspect  muster  roll  of  ves- 
sels in  search  of  deserters 223 

Penalty  for  obstructing  search  or  re- 
fusing to  deliver  up  deserters,    224 

Marshall  upon  notice,  to  pay  prizes 
and  wages  due  deserters  to  the 
state    treasurer 224 

The  eleventh  section  of  the  act  to 
which  this  is  a  supplement  re- 
pealed,      224 

Marshall  empowered  to  sell  prize 
goods   at  public  vendue,    224 

Mode  of  conducting  sale  and  distri- 
buting proceeds 224 

Distribution  to  be  made  within  twenty 
days  after  end  of  sale,   224 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal 224-226 

Vessels,  goods,  etc.,  sold  by  marshall 
and  not  paid  for  within  three  days 
to   be   resold,    226 

First   purchaser   to   be   liable   for   all 

loss  occasioned  thereby,    226 

Parts  of  prior  act  continued 226 
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ADVERTISEMENTS.    See  Newspapers. 

Supreme  executive  council  after  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1781,  to  publish  monthly  in 
the  Philadelphia  English  and  Ger- 
man newspapers  the  rate  of  ex- 
change between  specie  and  conti- 
tinental  money,   261 

Ten  days'  public  notice  to  be  given  of 
the  sale  of  goods  condemned  as  con- 
traband, if  the  value  thereof  be  un- 
der,  50£ 602 

Like  notice  to  be  also  inserted  in  one 
of  the  Philadelphia  weekly  news- 
papers, if  the  value  exceeds  60£,..  603 

AFFIRMATIONS.    See  Oaths. 

ALLEGIANCE. 

Inhabitants  of  Westmoreland  and 
Washington  counties  who  produce 
certified  copies  of  taking  the  oath  o£ 
allegiance  to  the  State  of  Virginia 
before  the  settlement  of  state  bound- 
ary dispute  declared  to  be  free  citi- 
zens  of    this   state 462  463 

Such  persons  to  register  their  slaves 
in  accordance  with  act  for  the  grad- 
ual abolition  or  slavery,    463 

ALLEN,    ELIZABETH. 

Empowered  during  the  minority  of  her 
son  to  grant  and  convey  sundry  lots 
of  land  in  the  town  of  Northamp- 
ton, county  of  Northampton,   496 

ALMONER.    See  Militia. 

ALMSHOUSES.    See  Poor;  Workhouses. 

AMERICAN       PHILOSOPHICAL        SO- 
CIETY. 

Incorporated 121 

Empowered  to  hold  real  estate  not  ex- 
ceeding the   yearly  value   of   10,000 

bushels  of  wheat,    121 

Officers  of 121 

President  of  supreme  executive  coun- 
cil to  be  patron  of 121 

Annual  election  of  officers,    121-122 

Notice  of  annual  elections  to  be  given 

in  the  newspapers,    122 

Provision  for  the  passing  of  by  laws, 
regulations,    etc.,    123 
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AMERICAN  PHILOSOPHICAL  SO- 
CIETY—Continued. 

Empowered  to  correspond  with  enemys 
in  time  of  war  on  matters  relating: 
merely  to  the  business  of  the  so- 
ciety,     123-124 

Such  correspondence  to  be  open  to 
the  inspection  of  the  supreme  exe- 
cutive council 124 

Managers  of  silk  society  to  adjust  its 
accounts,  sell  all  silk  remaining  in 
their  hands,  and  pay  over  all  net 
proceeds  to  Philosophical  Society, 474-475 

Subscribers  of  silk  society  entitled  to 
be  reimbursed  their  proportional 
dividend  by  applying  for  same  on  or 
before  October  1,  1783,  475 

Philosophical  society  to  keep  all  sums 
unclaimed  by  such  proprietors  and 
redeliver  them  when  a  majority  of 
the  subscribers  revive  the  said  so- 
ciety,      476 


AMIEL,    JOHN. 

Act  for  relief  of,  insolvent  debtor, 


421 


AMNESTY. 

Granted  to  all  persons  engaged  In  Wil- 
son riots,   118 

APPEAL.  See  High  Court  of  Errors  and 
Appeals. 

From  supreme  court,  court  of  admir- 
alty and  register  of  wills  to  lie  to  the 
high  court  of  errors  and  appeals,..    54 

No  such  appeal  to  lie  unless  the  mat- 
ter in  controversy  exceed  the  value 
of  four  hundred  bushels  of  wheat,    65 

Appellant  to  give  security  in  double 
the  amount  in  dispute  to  prosecute 
his  appeal  with  efTect 65 

Depositions  taken  before  the  register 
of  wills  to  be  in  writing  and  made 
part  of  the  record  in  such  appeal,..    56 

Facts  decided  by  the  verdict  of  a  Jury 
in  an  issue  directed  to  the  common 
pleas  by  the  register  not  to  be  re-ex- 
amined on  appeal 56 
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Appeal  from  decree  of  register  con- 
cerning the  validity  of  a  will,  etc., 
not  to  act  as  a  supersedeas  where 

executor  gives  security,    56 

Appeals  made  before  July  4,  1776  to 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  in  coun- 
cil and  not  determined  may  be  re- 
newed  in  the  high   court  of  errors 

and  appeals,    56 

Time  of  taking  appeals  to  the  high 
court  of  errors  and  appeals  limited 

to  twenty  years 67 

Except  where  appellant  is  a  minor, 
feme  covert,  non  compos  mentis  or 

in  prison 67 

Prize  causes,  etc.,  to  be  judged  in  ad- 
miralty by  the  law  of  nations  and 

the  acts  of  Congress 97-98 

Appeals  in  such  cases  to  lie  to  Con- 
gress upon  security  given 98 

Not  to  stay  proceedings  where  appel- 
lee enters  security,   100 

Party  aggrieved  by  seizure  of  swine 
found  running  at  large  in  Passyunk, 
etc.,  to  have  appeal  to  justice  of  the 

peace,    117 

Party  appealing  to  forfeit  40s  where 

seizure  is  confirmed 117 

From  assessment  of  county  rates  and 

levies,  etc 140-141 

Party  aggrieved  by  conviction  for 
violation  of  militia  act  to  have,  to 

the  common   pleas,    160 

Lieutenant  and  two  freeholders  to 
hear  appeals  of  parties  aggrieved 
by  things  done  in  pursuance  of  mili- 
tia act 163 

Oath  of  freeholders,    163 

From  the  order  of  regulators  in  Phila- 
delphia to  lie  to  the  next  court  of 

common  pleas,    486-487 

Proceedings  on  appeal,    487 

All  orders  and  awards  of  regulators  to 
be  conclusive  unless  set  aside  on  ap- 
peal,      488 

Not  to  lie  from  judgment  of  justices 
condemning  goods  seized  as  contra- 
band,      601 

APPELLATE  COURTS.    See  High  Court 
of  Errors  and  Appeals. 
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APPRAISEMENT.    See  Appraisers. 

Where  imported  goods,  etc.,  remain  in 
vessel  ten  days  after  arrival  with- 
out duty  being  paid  or  secured,  mas- 
ter to  deliver  same  to  naval  officer 
to  be  warehoused  and  kept  at 
owners  risk  and  expense,    264 

After  three  months  naval  officer  to 
have  all  such  goods  appraised  and 
sold  at  auction,    254 

APPRAISERS.    See  Federal  Army. 

Amount  of  rent  to  be  paid  to  owners 
of    land    occupied    by    the    United 

States  to  be  fixed  by  three,  46 

Appointment  of,    47 

Appointment  of,  where  cargo  of  cap- 
tured vessel  is  damaged  or  perisha- 
ble  99-100 

Duties  of 100 

Provisions  seized  for  the  use  of  the 
Federal  Army  to  the  paid  for  at 
rates  fixed  by  two  indifferent  free- 
holders   215 

Appointment  of ,  216 

APPRENTICES. 

Masters,  fathers,  etc.,  to  be  account- 
able for  the  fines  of  minors  and,  un- 
der militia  act,    159 

ARMIES.  See  Armies  of  the  United 
States;  Federal  Army;  Pennsylvania 
Line;  Public  Defense. 

ARMIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
See  Pensions;  Pennsylvania  Line, 
Public  Defense. 
Act  preventing  exports  by  sea  for  a 
limited  time  not  to  apply  to  pro- 
visions for  the  use  of  the,  or  their 

allies,    44 

Militia  while  in  service  of  the  United 
States  to  be  subject  to  the  rules  of 

the  Federal  Army,   159 

Commissioners  appointed  to  procure 
this  states  quota  of  provisions  for 

1780 176 

Commissioners  to  give  security,   ..176-177 

Oath  of  commissioners,   177 

Commissioners  required  to  purchase 
wheat,  flour,  etc.,  at  prices  fixed 
by  act 177 


Page. 
ARMIES     OF    THE    UNITED    STATES 
—Continued. 
Where  wheat,  etc.,  cannot  be  bought 
commissioners  to  apply  to  Justice  of 

the  peace,    177 

Justice  to  issue  warrant  to  the  consta- 
ble and  two  freeholders  to  seize  the 

same,    177 

Constable  where  necessary  to  break 
open  doors,  etc.,  in  the  daytime  to 

make   seizure 177-178 

Tenant  may  tender  amount  received 
in  payment  to  landlord,  where 
wheat,  etc.,  reserved  for  rent  due  is 

seized   in   his   hands,    178 

Such  payment  to  be  a  good  discharge 

for  all  such  rent  due,    178 

Commissioners  empowered  to  hire  or 
seize  mills  for  grinding  and  store- 
houses for  keeping  wheat  and  flour, 

etc.,    178 

And  to  impress  horses,  carriages, 
boats,        etc.,       for       'transporting 

same,    178-179 

Commissioners  empowered  to  seize 
wheat,  etc.,  bought  by  quarter  mas- 
ters, etc.,  upon  refunding  advances 

made,    179 

Provision  for  payment  and  disposi- 
tion of  same,    179 

Price    of    provisions    to    be    fixed    by 

commissioner  and  party,  179 

A  third  person  to  be  called  in  where 

they  cannot  agree 179 

Provisions  when  collected  by  commis- 
sioners to  be  transported  and  de- 
livered  under   the   direction   of   the 

supreme  executive  council 179-180 

Pay     of     wagoner    for     transporting 

same,    iso 

Commissioners  to  cease  collecting  pro- 
visions  when  ordered   to   do  so   by 

supreme   executive  council 180 

Commissioners  to  make  monthly  re- 
turns to  supreme  executive  coun- 
cil  180 

Commissioners  to  annually  settle  their 
accounts  before  committee  of  assem- 
bly  180 

Commissioners  not  to  deal  in  provi- 
sions  iso 

Penalty  for  violation,    180-181 
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ARMIES    OF    THE    UNITED    STATES 
—Continued. 

Commissioners  In  settling  accounts 
to  return  to  state  treasurer  identi- 
cal money  not  used,    181 

Compensation  of  commissioners,    ....  181 

Justices,  sheriffs  and  civil  officers  to 
assist  commissioners  in  carrying  out 
provisions  of  act 181 

Quarter  masters,  foragemasters,  etc., 
not  to  purchase  provisions  except 
for  private  use  during  continuance 
of   act 181 

Penalty  for  violation 181-182 

Act  for  striking  the  sum  of  £100,000 
for  the  support  of  the 183 

President  to  appoint  commissioners  to 
procure  meat  for  the,    215 

Commissioners  to  deliver  same  under 
directions  of  supreme  executive 
council  to  the  commissary  general,  215 

Commissary  to  give  commissioners  re- 
ceipt for  the  same,    215 

Cattle,  sheep  or  salted  provisions  to 
be  subject  to  seizure  by  the  com- 
missioners for  the  use  of  the,   215 

Seized  articles  to  be  paid  for  at  rates 
fixed  by  two  indifferent  freeholders,  215 

Appointment  of  freeholders 216 

Commissioner  to  fix  price  where 
owner  refuses  to  appoint  appraiser,  215 

Cattle,  etc.,  not  to  be  seized  where 
owner  takes  oath  that  same  are  nec- 
essary for  his  private  use 216 

Copy  of  oath  to  be  served  on  persons 
seizing  cattle,   etc ;..  216 

Commissioners  to  make  returns 
monthly  to  president  of  quantities 
and  prices  of  meat,  etc.,  seized  or 
purchased  and  delivered  to  commis- 
sary general 216 

Penalty  for  negelct  or  refusal,   216 

Voluntary  sellers  to  commissioners  to 
receive  current  prices  for  article 
sold,    216 

Commissioners  to  give  them  certificate 
for  same,   216 

Tax  collectors  to  receive  such  certifi- 
cates in  payment  of  all  State  taxes,  216 

Certificates  not  transferable,   216 


Pace. 
ARMIES    OF    THE    UNITED    STATES 
—Continued. 
Where  certificate  exceeds  tax,  collec- 
tor to  endorse  thereon  the  allowance 
made  as  so  much  of  said  certificate 

paid 217 

Collectors    to    keep    registers    of    the 
names     of    the    persons     and    the 
amounts  so  endorsed  in  credit,   ....  217 
To  send  copy  thereof  to  county  treas- 
urer  217 

Copy  to  be  a  sufficient  voucher 217 

Collector  to  take  up  certificate  and  re- 
turn the  same  to  county  treasurer 
after  crediting  tax  where  certificate 

does  not  exceed  tax  demanded 217 

Faith  and  honor  of  the  State  pledged 
for  payment  of  certificates  not  paid 
in  for  taxes,  with  6  per  cent,  inter- 
est   thereon,    217 

Persons  delivering  a  specified  number 
of  cattle  and  sheep  to  commission- 
ers, to  receive  an  order  on  the  presi- 
dent in  council  for  the  price  thereof,  217 
Penalty   for    opposing   commissioners 

in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  217 
Compensation  of  officers  appointed  by 

act,  218 

Difficulty  arising  in  execution  of  act 
to  be  referred  to  supreme  executive 

council,    218 

President  empowered  to  suspend  act 
when   circumstances   of   the,    admit 

thereof 218 

Duration  of  act  limited,    218 

2,700  men  to  be  enlisted  in  the,   259 

Proportionate  share  of  each  county,  259 

Commissioners  to  direct  assessors  to 

meet  at   certain  times  and   places, 

and    In    conjunction    with    them    to 

class  taxable  persons  and  property 

In  a  certain  manner 260 

Classes  to  be  notified  and  to  deliver 
one  able  bodied  recruit  within  fif- 
teen days   thereafter 260 

Class  delivering  a  deserter  to  be  ex- 
cused from  furnishing  a  recruit,  ..  260 
Act  not  to  authorize  any  one  to  en- 
list deserters  from  the  British 
army  or  from  the  navy  of  the  United 
States 260-261 
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AKMIES    OP    THE    UNITED    STATES 

— Continued. 

Commissioners  and  assessors  to  levy  a 

tax   of    £15   on   persons   composing 

class  where  such  class  neglects  or 

refuses  to  enlist  recruit,    261 

Such  tax  to  be  levied  and  collected  in 

the  usual  manner,   261 

Disputes  about  the  payment  of  sums 
for  enlistment  of  recruits  to  be  ad- 
justed, collected  and  paid  in  same 
manner  as  the  collecting  and  pay- 
ment of  expenses  of  enlistment,  ..  261 
Supreme  executive  council  to  appoint 
officers  to  recruit  and  receive  re- 
cruits, etc.,  261 

Recruits  to  be  attested  before  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  peace  and  delivered  to  the 

nearest   officer,    262 

Officer    to  give  receipt    in    favor    of 

class  furnishing  recruit 262 

Moneys  paid  under  act  by  executors, 
guardians  or  others  in  legal  trust 
to  be  allowed  in  the  settlement  of 

their  accounts 262 

Recruits  to  receive  one  suit  of  clothes 
yearly  and  all  other  pay,  etc.,  to- 
gether with   two   hundred  acres  of 

land  at  the  end  of  the  war 262 

County  commissioners  neglecting  to 
perform  duty  required  by  act  to  be 
liable  to  be  fined  £600  by  the  su- 
preme executive  council,    262 

Assessors,  collectors,  etc.,  failing  to 
perform  duties  required  by  act  to  be 
liable  to   be   fined    £100  by  county 

commissioners 262 

Proceedings  by  collectors  and  commis- 
sioners  to   collect   taxes   under   act 

where  lands  are  unoccupied,   263 

Tenants  in  possession  to  be  accoun- 
table   for    sums    charged    on    such 

lands 263 

Tenants  to  discount  the  same  out  of 

their  rent,  etc 263 

Compensation  of  persons  appointed  by 
commissioners  to  transmit  and  de- 
liver to  the  several  classes  the  tax 

duplicate,   etc.,    264 

Act  altering  and  supplying  act  for  re- 
cruiting the  Pennsylvania  line  in 
the 864 


Page. 
ARMIES   OP  THE  UNITED    STATES— 
Continued. 

Supreme  executive  council  authorized 
to  adopt  expedient  measures  to  re- 
cruit the  Pennsylvania  line,  in  the,  365 

Act  for  recruiting  the  Pennsylvania 
line,    in    the,     365 

Officers  in  the  hospital  and  medical 
department  of  the,  to  receive  the 
same  benefits  as  military  commis- 
sioned officers,  etc.,  receive  under 
prior  acts 370 

All  such  officers  to  be  liable  to  be 
called  Into  actual  service  by  the  su- 
preme executive  council 371 

Their  half  pay  to  cease  and  determine 
upon  their  neglect  or  refusal  to  re- 
spond to  such  call,  371 

Supreme  executive  council  to  deter- 
mine claims  of  person  claiming  bene- 
fit of  act  and  direct  auditors  to  settle 
accounts,  etc.,  of  such  officers 371 

Officers  and  privates  of  state  regi- 
ments, etc.,  captured  by  the  enemy 
entitled  to  full  depreciation  of  their 
pay  until  the  time  of  their  exchange,  372 

Widows  and  children  of  officers  of 
State  regiments  killed  in  battle,  etc., 
entitled  to  half  pay  of  such  officers,  372 

ARMS.    See  Militia. 

Penalty  for  buying  or  selling  arms, 
etc 163 

ARMY.  See  Armies  of  the  United  States; 
Commissioners  of  Purchases;  Fed- 
eral Army;  Pennsylvania  Line. 

ARTILLERY.    See  Militia. 

ASPDEN,   MATTHIAS. 

A  further  time  granted  to,  to  render 
himself  to  a  justice  of  the  supreme 
court  and  stand  trial  for  treason,..  280 

Attainder  stayed  upon  condition  that 
he  does  so  on  or  before  Dec.  31,  1781,  280 

Upon  failing  to  so  render  himself  to  be 
adjudged  and  attainted  of  high  trea- 
son  281 

ASSEMBLY.    See  General  Assembly. 

ASSEMBLYMEN.    See  General  Assembly. 

ASSESSMENTS.    See  War  Taxes. 
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ASSESSORS.    See  Carlisle,   Borough  of; 
City  Assessors;  County  Commission- 
ers; Philadelphia,  City  of;  Wardens; 
War  Taxes. 
Fees  of,  to  be  paid  in  wheat 41,143 

ASSOCIATORS.    See  Public  Defense. 

ATTAINDER.    See  Forfeited  Estates. 

House  and  lots  on  High,  Minor  and 
Sixth  Sts.,  in  Philadelphia,  owned 
by  Joseph  Galloway  before  his,  vest- 
ed in  the  commonwealth 48-60 

Of  treason  after  peace  with  Great 
Britain  not  to  disinherit  heirs  nor 
to  prejudice  any  one  except  the  of- 
fender  112 

A  further  time  granted  to  Daniel  Run- 
die  and  Matthias  Aspden  to  render 
themselves  to  a  Justice  of  the  su- 
preme court  and  stand  trial  for  trea- 
son,      280 

Attainder  stayed  upon  condition  that 
they  do  so  on  or  before  Dec.  31,  1781,  280 

Either  party  falling  to  so  render  him- 
self to  be  adjudged  and  attainted  of 
high  treason,    281 

Error  in  supplement  to  attainder  act, 
cured,    125 

The  word  March  at  foot  of  act  to 
have  like  effect  as  April,    126 


ATTORNEY   GENERAL. 

Fees  of  the,  to  be  paid  in  wheat, 


40 


ATTORNEYS. 

Fees  of,  to  be  paid  In  wheat 40 

The  suspension  for  a  limited  time  of 
certain  acts  of  assembly  making 
bills  of  credit  of  the  U.  S.  legal  ten- 
der, not  to  extend  to  sheriffs,  exe- 
cutors, guardians,  or,  etc.,   204-205 

Salary  of 877 

AUCTIONEERS.    See  Public  Auctions. 

Damaged  and  shipwrecked  goods  may 
be  sold  by  public  auction,   81 

Auctioneer  in  Philadelphia  to  first  ob- 
tain a  license  from  council,  82 

President  and  council  to  appoint  three, 
one  for  Philadelphia  city,  one  for 
Northern  Liberties  and  one  for  dis- 
trict of  Southwark,    229 


Pate. 

AUCTIONEERS— Continued. 

Bond   of,    229-230 

Authorized  to  sell  by  public  outcry  ail 
kinds  of  real  and  personal  property, 
except    negro    and    mulatto    slaves,  230 
To  pay  1  per  cent,  of  gross  receipts  to 
state  treasurer  every  three  months,  230 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal 230 

Penalty  for  selling  by  auction  without 

a  license 230 

Application   of   penalty,    230 

Offenders  to  give  surety  for  good  be- 
havior,     231 

Act  not  to  hinder  executors  or  admin- 
istrators in  selling  lands,  etc.,  of 
their  respective  testators  or  in- 
testates  231 

Nor  sheriffs,   constables,  etc.,   selling 

lands,  etc.,  taken  in  execution,   231 

Nor  of  selling  goods,   etc.,  distrained 

on  for  rent,   231 

To    keep    a    register    of    all    horses 

sold 231-232 

Register   to   be   a   public  record  and 

open  for  inspection 232 

Entitled   to  a  fee  of  two  dollars  for 

every  inspection  of  register  and  six 

dollars  for  every  copy  thereof,    ....  232 

Register  to  be  given  in  evidence,  upon 

trial  respecting  property  of  horses, 

etc 232 

Sale  of  stolen  horses  by,  not  to  be 
deemed  a  public  sale  in  market 
overt  so  as  to  change  the  property 

thereof 232 

Auctioneer  not  to  exceed  the  limits  of 

his  district 232 

Fees  of 232 

Fees  of   auctioneers  in   Philadelphia, 

Northern  Liberties  and  Southwark,  469 
Auctioneers  to  demand  and  receive  an 
additional  one  per  cent,  for  the  use 

of   the   commonwealth,    469 

Auctioneers  bond  to  the  president  to 
be  security  for  the  proper  applica- 
tion of   the   same,    469 

Revenue  arising  from  auctions  in 
Philadelphia,  Northern  Liberties 
and  Southwark  appropriated  to  the 
support  of  government  and  the  ad- 
ministration of  Justices 469 

AUCTIONS.    See  Public  Auctions. 
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AUDITOR   GENERAL.    See   Public   Ac- 
counts. 

AUDITORS.      See     Pennsylvania     Line; 
Public  Accounts. 

Appointed  to  collect,  audit  and  settle, 
etc.,  the  accounts  of  late  commit- 
tee  of  safety,    75 

And  of  the  council  of  safety 75 

And  of  the  accounts  of  all  other  per- 
sons entrusted  with  public  money,    76 

To  direct  public  debtors  to  pay  all 
debts  to  the  state  treasurer 75 

Certificate  of,  to  be  conclusive  evi- 
dence in  action  of  debt  by  the  com- 
monwealth to  recover  amount  due,    75 

No  set  off  to  be  admitted,   75 

To  draw  orders  on  state  treasurer  for 
balances  found  due  creditors  of  the 
commop  wealth 75 

To  open  an  office  in  Philadelphia  and 
employ  accountants,    76 

Compensation  of  accountants,   76 

To  give  public  notice  of  their  appoint- 
ment by  advertisement  in  some 
newspaper  printed  in  said  city,   ....    76 

Like  notices  to  be  read  in  the  courts 
of  quarter  sessions  throughout  the 
state,    76 

Contents  of  notice,    76 

Justices  to  cause  this  act  to  be  read  in 
the  quarter  sessions,   76 

To  prepare  books,  etc.,  and  to  call 
upon  former  auditors  for  their  books 
etc 76 

Supreme  executive  council  may  direct, 
to  attend  at  other  places  within  the 
state 77 

Notice  thereof  to  be  first  given,   77 

Empowered  to  issue  subpoenas  and  at- 
tachments,        77 

And  to  commit  for  contempt,  77 

Fees  of  witnesses,  sheriffs,  etc.,  to  be 
the  same  as  in  the  inferior  courts,  ..    78 

To  levy  such  costs  and  charges  upon 
delinquents,    78 

Empowered   to   issue  an   attachment 

upon  the  return  of  non  est 78 

Defaulters  upon  summons  to  be  barred 
of  all  set  offs  or  deductions  and  to 
be  liable  for  all  the  moneys  ad- 
vanced  7g.79 


Page. 

AUDITORS— Continued. 

Proviso  where  extension  is  granted  by,    79 

To  draw  on  state  treasurer  for  neces- 
sary charges  and  expenses 79 

Filling  vacancy  in  office  of 79 

Compensation   of 79-80 

Supreme  executive  council  to  draw 
orders  on  state  treasurer  for  pay- 
ment  of,    80 

Certain  accounts  to  be  settled  by  com- 
mittee of  accounts,    80 

Certain  prior  acts  repealed 80 

Repeal  not  to  affect  settlements  by 
former  auditors  or  commissioners,.    80 

Debts  and  contracts  entered  into  and 
made  between  January  1,  1777,  and 
March  1,  1781,  to  be  settled  accord- 
ing to  a  scale  of  depreciation,  284 

Mode  of  settlement  where  parties  can- 
not agree,    285 

Auditors  to  be  appointed  to  hear  and 
examine  the  parties  and  adjust  the 
controversies, 285 

Auditors  not  to  reduce  payments 
made  in  current  money,   285 

Where  tender  has  been  made  creditor 
to  be  paid  only  the  value  of  his  claim 
reduced  to  specie  at  the  time  of 
tender,   285 

Debtor  prevented  from  paying  by 
creditor  absconding,  etc.,  to  have 
benefit  of  legal  tender,   285 

Auditors  report  to  have  the  force  of 
a  verdict,    etc 286 

Scale  of  depreciation 286 


B. 

BAIL.    See  Mainprise. 

Imprisonment  without,  or  mainprise 
punishment  for  neglect  or  refusal  of 
trustees  of  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania to  comply  with  judgment  of 
Justices  to  deliver  up  books,  records, 
etc 29 

Horse  thieves  not  to  be  let  out  on,  ex- 
cept by  a  judge  of  the  supreme 
court,    H3 

Imprisonment  without,  or  mainprise 
contingent  punishment  for  captains 
and  masters  of  vessels  harboring 
deserters 228 
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3AIL— Continued. 

Upon  second  refusal  of  militia-lieu- 
tenant or  sub-lieutenant  to  deliver 
up  books,  accounts,  etc.,  offender 
to  suffer  six  months  imprisonment 

without,  or  mainprise 227 

Tax  collector  in  Southwark  neglecting 
or  refusing  to  account  for  moneys 
received  to  be  committed  without, 
or  mainprise,   616 

BAKERS.    See  Bread. 

BANK  OP  NORTH  AMERICA. 

Counterfeiting  the  common  seal  or 
any  bank-bill  or  note  of  the,  or  ut- 
tering the  same  to  be  punished  by 
death  without  benefit  of  clergy,  ...  884 
Embezzlement  of  any  bill,  note,  bond, 
deed,  money,  or  other  effects  from 
the,  to  be  punished  by  death  with- 
out benefit   of   clergy 384 

Incorporated,     406 

Authorized  to  hold  property  to  the 
amount  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,..  406 

To  sue  and  be  sued 407 

Officers   of   the 407 

Powers   of   officers,    407 

By-laws  of  the,    407 

Seal  of  the 408 

Act  of  incorporation  to  be  construed 

liberally  in  favor  of  the 406 

All  moneys  due  for  interest  in  the  loan 
office  appropriated  to  the  payment 
of  5000  £  borrowed  from  the  National 
Bank  of  North  America 534 

BANK-NOTES.    See      Bank      of      North 
America. 

BARRACKS. 

Military,  erected  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  the  Northern  Liberties, 
vested  in  the  commonwealth 49 

BAY  WINDOWS.    See  Carlisle,  Borough 
of;  Nuisances. 

BEDFORD  COUNTY. 

Act  vesting  court  houses,  jails,  etc., 
throughout  the  state  in  the  common- 
wealth not  to  extend  to  old  tempor- 
ary  prison   in,    50 


Pa«*. 
BEDFORD   COUNTY— Continued. 

Act  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Northampton,  Northumberland, 
Westmoreland,   and,    114 

County  commissioners  and  assessors 
to  lay  state  taxes  by  former  returns,  114 

Commissioners  and  assessors  to  ex- 
onerate from  taxes  persons  driven 
off  from  their  settlements  by  the 
enemy,   114 

To  transmit  to  the  general  assembly 
a  list  of  the  persons  so  exonerated,.  115 

Deficiencies  arising  in  raising  quota 
of,  to  be  made  good  out  of  state 
taxes,    115 

Place  of  holding  elections  in  townships 
of  Air  and  Bethel 220 

BENEFICIAL   SOCIETIES.    See  Society 
for  the  Relief  of  Masters  of  Ships. 

BENEFIT  OF  CLERGY. 

Not  allowed  to  forgers  or  counterfeit- 
ers of  continental  loan  office  certi- 
ficates or  continental  loan  office  bills 
of  exchange,    14 

Persons  convicted  of  robbery  to  suffer 
death    without,    110 

Not  allowed  to  persons  convicted  of 
counterfeiting,  or  uttering  counter- 
feited bills  of  credit 189,212,307 

Persons  convicted  of  committing  capi- 
tal crimes  upon  the  seas,  to  suffer 
death  without,  where  the  same  is 
taken  away  for  like  offence  com- 
mitted on  land 221 

Counterfeiting  the  common  seal  or  any 
bank-bill  or  note  of  the  Bank  of 
North  America  or  uttering  the  same 
to  be  punishable  by  death,  without,  384 

Embezzlement  of  any  bill,  note,  bond, 
deed,  money,  or  other  effects  from 
the  Bank  of  North  America  to  be 
punishable  by  death,  without,    384 

BILL. 

Certain  penalties  to  be  recovered 
by 137,294-295 

Penalty  Imposed  upon  militia-lieuten- 
ants, etc.,  for  neglecting  or  refusing 
to  deliver  up  books,  accounts,  etc., 
to  their  successors  in  office  to  be  re- 
covered by  indictment,  plaint,  in- 
formation, action  of  debt,  or,   227 
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BILLMEYER,   JACOB. 

Divorced  from  Mary  Billmeyer,  hie 
wife 369 

BILLMEYER,   MARY. 

Divorced  from  Jacob  Billmeyer 369 

BILLS  OF  CREDIT. 

Counterfeiting,  forging,  or  knowingly 
uttering  forged  or  counterfeit,  to  be 
punished   by  death   without  benefit 

of  clergy,    14 

Raising  of,  or  knowingly  uttering,  to 
be   punished    by   fine,    pillory    and 

whipping 15 

Offender  unable  to  pay  fine  to  be  sold 

into  servitude,    15 

To  be  emitted  to  the  value  of  £100,000,  184 
Commissioners      appointed     for     the 

printing  of  certain,    184 

Form   of,    184 

Denomination  of,   184-185 

Signing  of,    185 

Oath   of  signers 185 

Mode  of  signing 185-186 

Compensation  of  signers 186 

Compensation  of  commissioners,    ....  186 
Compensation   of  state   treasurer  for 

handling,    186 

To  be  delivered  to  state  treasurer  as 

soon  as  signed,    186 

To   be    applied    to    paying   drafts    of 

president,    etc.,    186 

Legal  value  of,  fixed,   186 

Fund  and  mode  of  redemption,   186 

Provisions  for  sinking 187 

To  be  used  in  purchasing  wheat,  etc., 

for  the  army 187 

Declaration  in  behalf  of  this  state  re- 
specting continental  bills  of  credit 

and  loan-offlce  certificates 188 

Penalty  for  counterfeiting,  forging 
names  of  signers  of  or  knowingly 
uttering  forged  or  counterfeited,    ..  189 

Reward  of  informer 189 

Raising  of,   to  be  punished  by  fine, 

pillory  and   whipping,    189 

Certain  acts  of  assembly  making  bills 
of  credit  of  the  U.  S.  legal  tender 
equal  to  gold  and  silver  suspended 

for  a  limited  time,    204 

Act  not  to  extend  to  any  debt  or  con- 
35— X 


PftffO. 

BILLS  OF  CREDIT— Continued. 

tract  made  after  November  1,  1779, 
upon  which  suit  has  actually  been 

brought,    204 

Nor  to  sheriffs,  attorneys,  executors, 

guardians,    etc 204 

Monthly   taxes   levied   under  act   for 

raising  $2,500,000,  etc.,  continued, 209-210 
Monthly  taxes  to  redeem  $25,000,000  for 
bills  of  credit  of  the  U.  S.  also  con- 
tinued  210 

Received  in  payment  of  such  monthly 

taxes  not  to  be  issued  again 210 

Such  bills  to  be  kept  by  state  treas- 
urer to  be  cancelled  and  destroyed,  210 
New  bills  of  credit  to  bear  Interest  at 

5  per  cent 210 

Provisions   for   sinking 210 

Proviso 210-211 

Signing  of 211 

Oath  of  signers 211 

Compensation   of  signers 211 

Penalty  for  counterfeiting,  forging 
names  of  signers  of,   or  knowingly 

uttering  counterfeited 211-212 

Reward  of  informer,    212 

Raising  of,  to  be  punished  by  fine,  pil- 
lory and  whipping,   212 

Reward  of  informer,    212 

Offender  unable  to  pay  penalty,  to  be 

sold  into  servitude 212 

Act  suspended  so  far  as  respects  new 
bills  of  credit  to  be  emitted  by  Con- 
gress until  majority  of  states  adopt 
resolves  of  Congress  of   March   18, 

1780,    213 

Parts  of  prior  acts  repealed,    213 

Act  to  suspend  laws  making  the  bills 
of  credit  of  the  U.  S.  legal  tender, 
in  payment  of  debts  equal  to  gold 

and  silver,   continued,    229 

Duration  of  act,  limited,    229 

Act  for  funding  and  redeeming  the, 

of  the  U.  S 238 

93, 640 £  10s  to  be  raised  yearly  for  six 
years,   by  tax  on  estates,   real  and 

personal 238-239 

Proportion  of  the  city  and  counties,  239 
To    be    destroyed   under   direction   of 
general  assembly,  239 
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BILLS  OP  CREDIT— Continued. 

Two  acts  for  raising  supplies  for  1779 
continued  and  extended  to  levying 
and  collecting  taxes  under  present 
act 239 

Single  men  over  twenty-one  and  more 
than  six  months  out  of  their  ap- 
prenticeship or  servitude  to  be 
taxed 240 

Emitted  by  Congress  made  legal 
tender,  equal  in  value  to  gold  and 
silver 241-242 

Tender  thereof  to  be  good  notwith- 
standing any  contracts,   etc.,   242 

Persons  refusing  to  take,  in  payment 
of  debts,  etc.,  to  be  forever  barred 
from  suing  for  the  same,   242 

Persons  refusing  to  take,  in  payment 
of  necessaries,  etc.,  to  forfeit  double 
the  value  of  article,  exposed  to  sale,  242 

Application  of  penalty,    242 

For  second  offense  offender  to  be  im- 
prisoned and  forfeit  one-half  of  his 
or   her   property,    242 

Informer  to  be  a  competent  wit- 
ness   242-243 

Act  i  uspendlng  for  a  limited  time  the 
laws  making,  of  the  U.  S.  a  legal 
tender,   revived  and  continued 248 

Act  extended  to  landlords  and  credit- 
ors who  have  distrained  or  brought 

suit  for  rents  or  debts  due,  248-249 

Supplement  to  act  for  striking  £150,- 
000  in,  for  the  support  of  the  army, 
etc., 249 

Made  legal  tender  in  all  contracts, 
debts,  etc.,    249 

Value  of,  compared  with  gold  and 
silver 249-260 

Persons  refusing  to  accept,  in  pay- 
ment of  any  debt,  contract,  etc., 
to  be  forever  barred  from  suing  for 
fame,    260 

Persons  not  to  refuse  to  accept,  equal 
in  value  to  gold  and  silver  for  goods, 
etc 250 

Offenders  to  forfeit  double  the  value 
of  article  so  exposed  to  sale,   250 

Application  of  penalty,    250 

For  second  offense  offender  to  suffer 

imprisonment  and  forfeit  one-half  of 
all  his  or  her  goods,  etc.,   250 
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Informer  against  such  offender  to  be 

a  competent  witness 261 

Received  by  public  agents    for    any 
'  taxes  or  public  dues,  etc.,  to  be  ac- 
counted for  at  the  same  rate  as  re- 
ceived  251 

Rate  of  exchange  between  continental 

currency  and  bills  of  credit  fixed,...  251 
Such  rate  to  be  continued  until  Feb- 
ruary 1,   1781,    251 

Supreme  executive  council  to  then 
publish  monthly  rate  of .  exchange- 
between     specie     and     continental 

money,     251 

Such  rate  to  be  the  rate  between  con- 
tinental money  and 251 

Acts    of    assembly    making  bills    of 

credit  legal  tender,  suspended,    ....  266 
Act   not   to     extend   to    sheriffs,    at- 
torneys,  executors,   etc.,   who  have 
received   money  by  legal   authority 

in  right  of  another 266 

Act  not  to  prevent  bills  of  credit, 
from  being  of  the  same  value  in  pay- 
ment of  taxes,  etc.,  as  the  bills  of 
credit  of  the  U.   S.  issued  prior  to 

March    1,    1780 ;..266 

£600,000  to  be  emitted  in 301 

Commissioners     appointed      for      the 

printing  of  certain,   302 

Form  of,    302 

Denomination  of,    302 

Signers  of,   appointed,    303 

Mode  of  signing,   303-304 

Oath  of  signers 304 

Compensation  of  signers,    304 

Compensation  of  state   treasurer  for 

handling 304 

To  be  delivered  to  state  treasurer  as 

soon  as  signed 305 

State  treasurer  to  issue  and  pay  the 
same  according  to  the  drafts  of  the 
general  assembly,  etc.,  for  the  pub- 
lic use 306 

Fund  and  mode  of  redemption,   305 

Declared  to  be  legal  tender,    305 

Persons  refusing  to  receive  such,  at 
their  legal  value  in  payment  of  any 
debt,  etc.,  to  be  barred  from  suing 
for  same 306 
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Persons  refusing  to  receive,  in  pay- 
ment of  live  stock  or  other  goods  or 
chattels  to  forfeit  five  pounds,   —  306 

Application  of   penalty,    306 

Informer  to  be  a  competent  witness 
against  such  offenders,   306 

Counterfeiting,  forging  name  of 
signers  of,  or  knowingly  uttering 
forged  or  counterfeit,  to  be  punished 
by  death  without  benefit  of  clergy,  307 

Raising  of,  to  be  punished  by  fine, 
pillory  and  whipping,    307 

Reward  of  informer,    307 

Offender  unable  to  pay  penalty  to  be 
sold  into  servitude,  307-308 

All  taxes  after  June  1,  1781,  to  be  paid 
in  gold,  silver  or,    308 

State  treasurer  to  set  apart,  £200,000 
of  the,  for  the  purpose  of  exchang- 
ing old  continental  bills  of  credit, 
the  commonwealth  money  emitted 
by  act  of  March  20,  1777,  and  the 
money  emitted  by  the  resolves  of 
the  assembly,   308 

County  treasurers  to  be  employed  in 
exchanging,    308 

President  to  set  off  and  sell  at  public 
auction  enough  city  lots  to  redeem 
residue  of  bills  of  credit  dated  April 
29,  1780 318 

To  take  nothing  but  said  bills  of 
credit,  Spanish  milled  dollars  or  gold 
and  silver  in  payment,   818 

Purchasers  of  such  lots  to  have  inde- 
feasible estates  in  fee  simple,   318 

All  laws  declaring  bills  of  credit  to  be 
legal  tender,  repealed 337 

Parts  of  such  acts  imposing  penalties 
for  refusal  to  accept,  in  payment  of 
debts,  etc.,  also  repealed 337-338 

Repeal  not  to  extend  to  bills  of  credit 
emitted  under  acts  of  March  25,  1780 
and  April  7,  1781,    338 

Such  bills  to  be  received  in  payment 
of  all  lands  sold  by  the  state  ex- 
cepting forfeited  estates  only,   338 

Act  not  to  affect  any  tender  which  has 
already  been  duly  made,   838 
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Debts,  etc.,  contracted  since  Janu- 
ary 1,  1777  and  not  satisfied  or  dis- 
charged to  be  paid  in  the  particular 
money,  etc.,  specified  In  the  con- 
tract,     338 

Rents,  etc.,  contracted  before  Janu- 
ary 1,  1777  to  be  sued  for  and  Judg- 
ment obtained  and  execution 
awarded  for  the  interest,  damages 
and  costs,  etc 339 

Execution  not  to  issue  for  the  prin- 
cipal for  two  years  or  until  permis- 
sion be  given  by  act  of  assembly,..  339 

Interest  on  such  judgments  to  be  paid 
annually,    340 

Defendants  not  having  sufficient  real 
estate  to  satisfy  judgment  to  give 
security  for  the  same  before  depart- 
ing from  the  commonwealth 840 

Upon  neglect  or  refusal  to  give  se- 
curity court  to  award  execution  for 
the  principal  as  well  as  the  inter- 
est,  etc.,    340 

Debts  exceeding  £50  contracted  before 
January  1,  1777  not  to  be  sued  for  In 
less  than  six  months  after  passing 
of  act 840 

Proviso  where  delay  will  cause 
creditor  to  lose  debt 340 

Act  not  to  extend  to  revived  debts 
which  were  on  January  1,  1776 
barred  by  the  act  for  the  limitation 
of  actions,    340 

Debts,  etc.,  not  barred  at  that  time 
not  to  be  now  barred  until  two 
years  after  passage  of  act,   341 

Agents,  factors,  etc.,  receiving  money 
and  applying  it  to  private  use  to 
account  to  their  principal  for  as 
much  gold  and  silver  as  the  bills  of 
credit  so  received  were  worth  at  the 
time  of  application,   341 

Agents,  factors,  etc.,  to  render  an  ac- 
count under  oath  of  the  profit  or  loss 
made  on   such   moneys,    342 

Principal  to  obtain  benefit  of  profit,..  342 

Agents,  etc.,  refusing  to  make  such 
oath,  to  account  for  money  the  same 
as  if  applied  to  private  use,  842 

Fees  of  officers  and  fines  incurred 
under  act  to  be  paid  in  gold  and  silver, 342 
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All  fines  imposed  by  acts  of  assembly 
to  be  recovered  in  gold,  etc.,   843 

All  debts  and  contracts  entered  into 
after  March  1,  1781  to  be  discharged 
according  to  their  nature 343 

Contracts  for  old  continental  cur- 
rency, however,  to  be  liquidated  and 
paid  at  specie  value,   343 

Act  not  to  prevent  new  continental 
bills  of  credit  from  being  received 
in  payment  of  taxes  laid  under  act 
of  December  18,   1780 344 

Of  certain  emissions  to  be  received  in 
payment  of  war  taxes,   353 

Different  emissions  of  paper  money 
declared  payable  in  arrearages  of 
taxes, 473 

Received  by  tax  collectors  or  county 
treasurers  to  be  paid  into  state 
treasury  at  the  same  value  as  re- 
ceived  473 

BLUBBER.    See  Oil  . 

BOARD  OF  PROPERTY. 

President,  secretary  of  the  land  of- 
fice, receiver-general,  surveyor- 
general,  and  a  member  of  the  su- 
preme executive  council  constituted 
a  board  of  property 408-409 

Board  to  determine  all  cases  of  ir- 
regularity, etc.,  touching  escheats, 
imperfect  titles,  etc.,   409 

Secretary  of  the  land  office  to  re- 
ceive caveats  and  with  advice  of 
President  appoint  days  of  hearing 
and  grant  citations  in  all  such  cases,  409 

No  action  of  board  to  prevent  either 
of  parties  from  bringing  their  action 
at  law  for  the  recovery  of  posses- 
sion or  for  damages  for  waste  or 
trespass 409 

Time  for  payment  of  purchase  money, 
under  act  for  establishing  a  Land 
Office,  for  office  rights  Issued  be- 
fore September  10,  1776,  extended 
for  two  years 409-410 

Surveyor-general  to  receive  returns 
from  late  deputy-surveyors 410 

Fees  of  receiver-general 410-411 

Parts  of  prior  act  repealed,    411 
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BOLTERS.    See  Flour. 

BONDS. 

Of  appellant  in  cases  of  appeal  to  high 

court  of  errors  and  appeals 56 

Of  marshall  of  court  of  admiralty,   ..  104 

Of  auctioneers 229-230 

Masters  of  ships,  etc.,  to  give  bonds 
for  faithful  compliance  with  provi- 
sions of  act  permitting  the  exporta- 
tion of  flour  by  sea,   under  certain 

restrictions 245 

All  suits  on  such  bonds  to  be  brought 

within  two  years,    245 

Burden  of  proof  in  actions  on  such 
bonds  to  lie  upon  the  obligees,  ...246-246 

Of  navai  officer 257 

Sureties   thereon   to    be    approved   of 

by  the  president  and  council 257-258 

To  be  filed  and  recorded  with  the  sec- 
retary   of   the    supreme    executive 

council 258 

Of  collector  of  excise  of  Washington 

county 277 

Of  sheriff  of  Washington  county,  ....  278 
To  be  entered  in  the  office  for  record- 
ing of  deeds,   278 

Of  treasurer  of  Washington  county, . .  278 

Of  officers  of  the  land  office,   310 

Of  comptroller  general,  456 

Of  treasurer  of  commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  secure  public  landing 
places  in  Southwark 516 

BOUNDARIES.    See  Washington  County. 

Of  the  borough  of  Carlisle,    424 

Of  Washington  County  defined 272 

BOUNTY. 

Act  to  encourage  the  killing  of  wolves,  460 

Reward  for  killing  wolves 460-461 

Prior  act  repealed 461 

BRANDING. 

Punishment  for  horse  stealing,  second 
offence,    113 

BRAND  MARKS.    See  Bread;  Flour. 

BRANDY.    See  Excise. 

BREAD. 

Certain  acts  preventing  the  exporta- 
tion of  bread  and  flour  not  mer- 
chantable, repealed,  after  October 
1,  1781 288 
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Millers  and  bolters  allowed  until  then 
to  dispose  of,  for  exportation,  their 
flour  in  barrels  of  any  dimension,  ..  289 

Size  of  casks  used  in  exporting:,  regu- 
lated  289 

Casks  to  be  of  three  distinct  sizes,   ..  289 

Millers,  bolters  and  bakers  to  provide 
brand  marks  and  enter  them  with 
the  clerk  of  the  quarter  sessions  with 
their  names  and  places  of  abode,  ...  289 

Penalty  for  violation,    289 

Millers,  bolters  or  bakers  to  brand 
each  cask  of  flour  or  bread  before 
removing  same  from  place  where 
bolted  or  baked 289 

Miller  or  bolter  to  brand  every  cask 
of  flour  according  to  the  respective 
diameters,    and  weight,    289 

Penalty  for  violation,    290 

Quantity  of  flour  to  be  put  in  the  re- 
spective  casks, 290 

Penalty  for  violation,   290 

Flour  bolted  for  exportation  to  be  of 
due   fineness 290 

Casks  of  bread  to  be  weighed  and 
tare  marked  thereon 290 

Penalty  for  putting  a  false  tare  on 
any  cask  of  bread,   290 

Powers  of  bread- inspectors  and  their 
deputies,    290 

Bakers  of  bread  for  exportation  to  de- 
liver an  invoice  of  contents  with  the 
bread,  with  brand  mark  and  name, 
etc 291 

Penalty  for  violation 291 

Bakers  to  forfeit  bread  and  casks 
falsely  invoiced,   291 

Wagons,  etc.,  conveying  flour  and 
bread  from  mill,  etc.,  to  place  of  ex- 
portation, etc.,  to  have  a  covering, 
etc 291 

Flour  not  to  be  left  at  any  landing 
place  except  it  be  in  a  sheltered  po- 
sition,      291 

Flour  or  bread  not  to  be  carried  from 
mill,  etc.,  to  place  of  exportation, 
etc.,  in  open  boats,  etc.,  without  a 
covering,    291 

Carrier  of  bread  or  flour  to  forfeit  one 
shilling  per  cask  where  the  same 
gets  wet  or  damaged  through  his 
negligence 291 
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Flour  intended  for  exportation  to  be 

inspected 291 

Penalty  for  loading  uninspected  flour,  291 
Merchantable  flour  to  be  branded  with 

the  state  arms,  etc.,   292 

Compensation  of  inspector,    292 

Owner  of  unmerchantable  flour  to  pay 

inspectors  fees,    292 

Fees  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt 

where  owner  refuses  to  pay 292 

Flour  attempted  to  be  exported  with- 
out being  branded  to  be  forfeited,  ..  292 
Manner  of  proceeding  in  cases  of  dis- 
pute respecting  the  fineness,  etc.,  of 

flour,  etc.,   292 

Masters  of  ships,  etc.,  to  set  forth  in 
their  manifest,  etc.,  the  number  of 
barrels  of  flour  shipped,  and  the  per- 
sons shipping  the  same 293 

Penalty  for  failure  to  make  return  of 

manifest  to  naval  officer 293 

Inspectors  to  have  the  power  to  enter 
on  board  vessels  to  search  for  flour 
intended  to  be  illegally  exported,  ..  294 
Penalty   for  hindering  or  preventing 

inspector  from  so  doing 294 

Penalty     for     counterfeiting     brand 

marks 294 

Inspectors  not  to  trade  in  flour,   294 

Penalty  for  violation,    294 

Penalty,   how  recoverable 294 

Application  of  penalty,    294 

Inspectors     empowered     to     appoint 

deputies,  294 

Oath  of  deputy 295 

Oath  to  be  administered  by  a  justice 

of  the  peace » 295 

Fines   and   forfeitures   arising   under 

act,   how  recoverable 295 

Application  of 295 

Inspectors  appointed   throughout   the 

different  counties,   295 

Term  of  office  of  Inspector 295 

Vacancies,  how  filled,  295-296 

Supplement  to  act  preventing  the  ex- 
portation of  unmerchantable  bread 

and  flour 379 

Offering  flour  for  sale  packed  in  un- 
seasoned casks,  etc.,  prohibited,   ...  379 
Penalty  for  violation,  379 
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BREAD— Continued. 

Penalty  on  bolters,  etc.,  for  not  enter- 
ing their  respective  brands 379-30 

Penalty  for  deficiency  of  weight  of 
flour  casks,  etc.,  880 

Casks  for  exportation  to  be  stamped 
with  the  letters  SP,    880 

Casks  not  so  stamped  to  be  forfeited 
if  offered  for  exportation,   880 

Middlings  for  exportation  to  be  brand- 
ed as  such,    880 

Fines  and  penalties  under  act,  how 
recoverable,    880 

Parts  of  prior  act  altered  and  re- 
pealed,    881 

BREAKING  DOORS. 

Constable  where  necessary  empowered 
to  break  open  doors,  etc.,  in  the  day 
time  in  serving  warrant  for  seizing 
provisions  for  the  army,  177-178 

BRISTOL  TOWNSHIP. 

Act  to  prevent  trespassing  upon  un- 
enclosed grounds  in  Passyunk,  Moy- 
amensing.  Northern  Liberties  and 
Oermantown,   extended  to,    116 

Penalty  for  suffering  beasts  to  run  at 
large  in, 116 

Running  at  large  of  swine  in,  pro- 
hibited,     116 

Such  swine  to  be  forfeited,  116 

Disposition  of  forfeiture,  116-117 

Person  aggrieved  by  seizure  of  swine 
to  have  appeal  to  justice  of  the 
peace 117 

Party  appealing  to  forfeit  40s  where 
seizure  is  confirmed,   117 

Act  to  prevent  the  trespassing  upon 
the  unenclosed  grounds  of  Passyunk, 
Moy  amen  sing,  Northern  Liberties, 
German  town  and,  revived,  283 

BRITISH  TROOPS. 

Act  for  procuring  an  estimate  of  the 
damages  sustained  by  the  inhabit- 
ants of  this  State  from  the  British 
troops,   580 

County  commissioners  of  every  county 
invaded  by  British  troops  to  direct 
assessors  to  notify  inhabitants  to 
furnish  accounts  of  damages,  etc., 
done  thereby  and  transmit  the  same 
to  commissioners,  631 


Fas*. 

BRITISH  TROOPS— Continued. 

Assessors  to  render  such  accounts 
where  inhabitants  refuse,    531 

Contents  of  account,  631-532 

Commissioners  to  transmit  accounts 
to  supreme  executive  council,   ......  532 

Servants,  nego  and  mulatto  slaves 
deluded  and  carried  away  by  British 
troops  to  be  Included  in  accounts,..  532 

Charges  and  expenses  of  executing  act 
to  be  defrayed  by  the  common- 
wealth,     53S 

BRUSH  NETS. 

Not   to   be   used   for  the  purpose  of 

catching  fish  in  the  Schuylkill  river,  271 

Penalty  for  violation,    271 

All  brush  nets  in  the  Schuylkill  river 

to  be  removed  and  destroyed,   271 

Penalty  for  hindering  or  obstructing 

persons  removing  or  destroying,    ..  271 

BUCKS  COUNTY. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Warwick  township,  in 
county  of  Bucks,  incorporated,  ....  619 

The  Trustees  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  in  Northampton  and  South- 
ampton, in  the  county  of  Bucks,  in- 
corporated,     526 

BURDEN  OP  PROOF. 

To  be  upon  obligees  in  actions  on  bonds 
given  by  masters,  etc.,  of  ships  for 
faithful  compliance  with  provisions 
of  act  permitting  exportation  of 
flour  by  sea  under  certain  restric- 
tions  246-246 

BURGESSES.    See  Carlisle,  Borough  of. 

C. 

CAPITAL  CRIMES.    See  Crimes. 

CARLISLE,    BOROUGH  OP. 

Erected 423 

Boundaries  of,  424 

Burgesses  appointed 425 

High  constable  and  town  clerk  ap- 
pointed,   425 

Style,  power  and  privileges  of  the  bor- 
ough of,    426 

Time,  place  and  maner  of  electing 
burgesses,  town  clerk  and  con- 
stable,     426-427 
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CARLISLE,  BOROUGH  OF— Continued. 

Burgesses  to  be  conservators  of  the 
peace  and  to  remove  all  nuisances 
in  highways,   etc.,    427 

Other    powers    and    duties    of    bur- 
gesses  427-428 

Oath  of  office  of  burgess,  constable 
and   town   clerk 428 

Burgesses,  etc.,  to  have  and  keep  two 
markets  in  each  week  and  two  fairs 
in   each   year,    428 

Clerk  of  the  market  appointed,    —  429 

Penalties  for  refusal  or  neglect  of 
persons  elected  burgess,  etc.,  to 
serve,    429 

Fine  for  such  offense  not  to  exceed 
10£ 429 

Penalty,  how  recoverable,  429 

Filling    of   vacancy,     429 

Burgess,  high  constable  and  assist- 
ants to  hold  town  meetings  and 
make  rules  and  ordinances,  429-430 

Buildings  heretofore  erected  that  en- 
croach on  highways,  etc.,  not  to  be 
deemed   nuisances,    430 

Owners  not  to  rebuild  on  highways, 
etc.,  so  encroached  on,    430 

Offenders  upon  conviction  to  forfeit 
and  pay  20 £  to  supervisors,   430 

Foundation  of  party  walls,  etc.,  not 
to  be  laid  before  obtaining  consent 
of  regulators  to  do  so,    481 

Surveyors  and  regulators  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  burgess  and  assistants,.  431 

Builder  of  party  wall  to  be  reim- 
bursed one  moiety  of  the  cost  thereof 
before  next  builder  breaks  into 
same,    '..  431 

Persons  laying  foundation  of  party 
wall  before  viewed  by  regulators  to 
forfeit  5£ 431-432 

Application  of  penalty,   432 

Party  aggrieved  by  order  of  regu- 
lators to  have  appeal  to  quarter 
sessions,    432 

Costs  of  appeal  to  be  paid  as  court 
directs,  432 

Compensation  of  regulators 432 

Regulators  empowered  to  regulate 
partition  fences 432 

Time,  manner  and  place  of  electing 
supervisors  and  assessors 433 


Page. 


CARLISLE,  BOROUGH  OF— Continued. 
Persons  so    elected  to  be  fined    10  £ 
upon   their    neglect   or    refusal    to 


serve, 


438 


Application  of  penalty 488 

Five  days'  notice  to  be  given  of  the 
election  of  assessors  and  super- 
visors,     4** 

Supervisors  and  assessors  to  levy  tax 
for  repairing  roaas,  etc.,  not  ex- 
ceeding Is.  in  the  pound 488 

Oath  of  supervisors  and  assessors,   ..  484 

Oath  to  be  administered  by  the  bur- 
gess, or  Justice  of  the  peace,    484 

Filling  of  vacancy,    484 

Compensation  of  supervisors  and  as- 
sessors,      486 

Supervisors  before  collecting  tax  to 
have  the  same  allowed  of  by  the 
burgesses,    486 

Upon  neglect  or  refusal  to  pay,  taxes 
to  be  collected  by  distress,  486 

Aggrieved  taxpayers  to  have  appeal 
to  quarter  sessions,   435-43$ 

Goods  of  tenants,  etc.,  to  be  liable  to 
distress  for  taxes,    488 

Tenants  to  deduct  such  tax  from  their 
rent  or  recover  it  by  action,   436 

Act  not  to  alter  any  contract  between 
any  landlord  and  tenant  respecting 
the  payment  of  road  tax,   486 

Supervisors  to  keep  streets,  etc.,  clean 
and  in  repair,    486 

Supervisors  empowered  to  enter  upon 
adjoining  lands  to  cut  drains  or 
ditches  for  carrying  off  the  water, 
etc.,   437 

Penalty  on  owners  for  filling  up  such 
drains,   ditches,   etc.,    487 

Application  of  penalty,   437 

Penalty  for  supervisors  misfeasance 
or  non-feasance  in  office,    437 

Aggrieved  supervisors  to  have  appeal 
to  quarter  sessions ,  437-488 

Supervisors  to  annually  account  to 
burgesses  and  assistants,   438 

Burgesses  and  assistants  to  adjust  and 
settle  accounts  of  supervisors 438 

Aggrieved  supervisor  to  have  appeal 
to  quarter  sessions,    439 

Delinquent  supervisors  to  be  com- 
mitted  489 
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CARLISLE,  BOROUGH  OP— Continued. 
Borough  of  Carlisle  declared  to  be  one 
distinct   district   for    general    elec- 
tions  439 

Justices  of  the  peace  empowered  to 
act  in   all  matters  appertaining  to 

their  office,   etc.,    440 

Act  not  to  authorize  justice  to  act  in 
determining  appeals  to  the  quarter 
sessions  of  matters  relating  to   the 

borough,   440 

Persons  not  to  cast  dirt,  earth,  etc., 
from  their  improvements  into  the 
public  streets  without  removing  the 

same,    440 

Penalty  for  violation,  441 

Persons  not  to  cast  shavings,  ashes, 
dung,  etc.,  on  any  pavement  without 

removing  the  same 441 

Penalty  for  violation,   441 

Persons  not  to  cast  rubbish,  etc.,  in 

any  public  street,    441 

Penalty  for  violation,   441 

Distillers,  soap-boilers,  and  tallow- 
chandlers  not  to  discharge  foul  li- 
quor so  as  to  run  through  the 
streets,  etc.,  nor  to  collect  and  keep 

putrid  fat,  etc.,  441-442 

Penalty  for  violation,    442 

Butchers  not  to  keep  garbage  or  filth 

at  or  near  slaughter-house,    442 

Penalty  for  violation,    442 

Carrion,  filth,  etc.,  not  to  be  left  on 

unenclosed  ground,  442 

Penalty  for  violation,   442 

Common  sewers  not  to  be  obstructed,  442 

Penalty  for  violation,    442 

Pavements  or  foot- ways,  etc.,  not  to 
be  made  contrary  to  the  directions 

of  regulators,  443 

Penalty  for  violation,    443 

Regulation  relating  to  encroachments 
in  streets,  etc.,  by  cellar-doors,  bay- 
windows,   etc.,    443 

Penalty  for  refusing  to  remove  same 

upon  notice  from  regulators 444 

Owners  of  porches,  etc.,  extending 
into  streets  to  be  assessed  till  the 
same  be  reduced  or  taken  away,  ...  444 
Water-spouts  on  houses  to  be  fixed  so 
as  not  to  incommode  persons  walk- 
ing along  the  streets,  etc 444 


CARLISLE,  BOROUGH  OF— Continued. 

Penalty  for  removing  or  injuring  pub- 
lic water  pipes  or  trunks 444-445 

Not  more  than  25  lbs.  of  gun -powder 
to  be  kept  in  one  house 444 

Penalty  for  violation,    446 

Buildings  erected  on  commons,  etc., 
declared  to  be  nuisances,  445-446 

To  be  torn  down  by  burgesses,  etc.,  ..  446 

Penalty  for  erecting  buildings,  etc., 
on  the  commons  after  publication 
of  act.    446 

Penalty  for  digging  holes,  ditches  or 
quarries  on  the  commons, 446-447 

Manner  and  mode  of  collecting  fines, 
penalties,  and  forfeitures  under  act,  447 

General  road  act  of  March  21,  1772  not 
to  extend  to  the,   437-438 

Said  act  repealed  so  far  as  it  relates 
to  the,   488 

Persons  sued  under  act  may  plead  the 
general  issue  and  give  act  and 
special  matter  in  evidence,   448' 

Defendant  to  have  treble  costs  if 
plaintiff  becomes  non-suit,  suffers  a 
discontinuance,  or  has  verdict  pass 
against  him,    448 

CATTLE.    See  Federal  Army. 

Cattle,  sheep  or  salted  provisions  to 
be  subject  to  seizure  for  the  use  of 
the  federal  army,    216 

CARRIAGES.    See  Wagons. 

CEDAR  STREET. 

Northern  line  of  Vine  street  and 
southern  line  of  Cedar  street  to  be 
marked  out  by  regulators  of  Phila- 
delphia City  assisted  by  regulators 

of  the  Northern  Liberties,   487 

Expense  thereof  to  be  borne  propor- 
tionately by  the  said  city  and  dis- 
trict  487-488 

CELLAR  DOORS.    See  Carlisle,  Borough 
of;  Nuisances. 

CHAPLAINS.    See  Pennsylvania  Line. 
And  surgeons  to  receive  same  emolu- 
ments and  benefits  as  commissioned 

officers 314-315 

Entitled  also  to  the  half  pay  of  a 
captain  for  life,   315 
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CHAPLAINS— Continued. 

To  be  liable  to  be  called  Into  service 
by   the    supreme    executive    council 

at  any  time,  315 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal  to  obey 
such  call,    315 

CHESTER  COUNTY. 

Persons  appointed  to  build  new  court 

house  and  prison  in,    143 

Old  cov.rt  house  and  prison  to  be  sold 

at  public  vendue,    143 

Moneys  arising  therefrom  to  be  used 

in  paying  for  new  court  house  and 

prison,    143-144 

County  commissioners   and    assessors 

to  levy  the  necessary  money  by  tax,  144 

CHIEF  JUSTICE. 

Salary  of,    377 

CHIMNEYS.    See  Chimney  Sweepers. 

CHIMNEY  SWEEPERS. 

In  Philadelphia  city,  Southwark,  and 
the  Northern  Liberties  to  register 
and  obtain  a  certificate,   5-6 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal 6 

Fee  of  officer  for  granting  certificate,      6 

To  wear  the  number  contained  in  their 
certificate  on  the  front  of  their 
caps, 6 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal,    6 

To  sweep  chimneys  within  48  hours 
after  application,   7 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal,   7 

Rates  allowed,  for  sweeping  chim- 
neys       7 

Penalty  on  persons  whose  unswept 
chimneys  take  fire  and  blaze  out  at 
the  top,    7 

Penalty  imposed  upon,  where  chim- 
neys take  fire  and  blaze  out  at  the 
top  within  one  month  from  the 
sweeping,  7 

Each,  to  pay  officer  for  granting  cer- 
tificate, etc.,  10s.  per  day,   7 

Three  justices  of  the  peace  and  war- 
dens of  the  city  to  appoint  officer 
for  granting  certificates,  etc.,  to,  ...      8 

Justices  of  the  peace  to  regulate  and 
fix  prices  for  sweeping  chimneys,..      8 


CHIMNEY  SWEEPERS— Continued. 

Rates  to  be  published  in  the  news- 
papers,           8 

Penalties  arising  under  act  to  be  paid 
equally  to  overseers  of  the  poor  and 

officer  for  granting  certificates 8 

Penalties,    how  recoverable,    8 

Provisions   of  act,    limited   to   within 

one  mile  of  Philadelphia  city,   8 

Certain  acts  of  assembly  repealed,..      9 
Duration  of  act  limited,    9 

CHURCHES. 

Charter  of  the  German  Lutheran  Con- 
gregation in  Philadelphia  confirmed 
and  amended,   83 

The  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Warwick  township,  in 
county  of  Bucks,  Incorporated,   —  619 

The  Trustees  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  in  Northampton  and  South- 
ampton, in  the  county  of  Bucks,  in- 
corporated,     626 

Charter  of  the  Second  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Philadelphia,  continued 
and  confirmed,    89 

CITY  ASSESSORS. 

Office  of,  abolished,   241 

Duties  to  be  performed  by  city  com- 
missioners,      241 

Commissioners  to  meet  annually  on 
the  first  Tuesday  of  August  to  is- 
sue warrants 241 

CITY  COMMISSIONERS. 

Duties  of  city  assessors  to  be  perform- 
ed by 241 

Commissioners  to  meet  annually  on 
the  first  Tuesday  of  August  to  issue 
warrants,  241 

CITY  LOTS.    See  Lands. 

CIVIL  OFFICERS. 

Justices,  sheriffs  and,  to  assist  com- 
missioners in  carrying  out  provi- 
sions of  act  for  procuring  army  sup- 
plies for  1780,  181 

CLERK  OF  THE  ESTREATS.    See  Es- 
treats. 

CLERK  OF  THE   MARKET.    See  Car- 
lisle, Borough  of. 
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CLERKS  OF  THE  ASSEMBLY. 

Wages  of 878 

Mileage  of 878 

To  collect  rent  from  market-houses, 
etc.,  and  pay  the  same  over  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  wardens  and  as- 
sessors,     201 

Compensation  of  the,    201 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal,  202 

COLLECTOR  OF  EXCISE. 

Act  for  making  the  excise  on  wine, 
rum,  brandy,  etc.,  continued,   299 

Retailers  to  still  take  permits  from 
the,  and  give  him  security,    299 

Additional,  excise  to  be  raised  for  the 
support  of  the  government,    299 

Manner  and  mode  of  collecting,    ....  300 

Compensation  of 800 

State  treasurer  to  pay  money  arising 
under  act  as  directed  by  act  or 
order  of  assembly,    800 

No  other  excise  to  be  paid  than  im- 
posed by  act 801 

COLLEGE  AND  ACADEMY  OF  PHILA- 
DELPHIA. 

.  Former    by-law    narrowing    original 
plan  of,  declared  void,  24 

Supreme  executive  council  to  reserve 
confiscated  estates  not  sold  and 
create  a  fund  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  provost,  etc.,  of,   24 

Such  income  not  to  exceed  1,600£  per 
annum,    24 

Such  reservation  to  be  laid  before  the 
general  assembly  for  confirmation,    24 

Confirming  of  such  estate  not  to  ex- 
tend to  establishing  estates  in  or- 
iginal trustees,  etc 25 

Superintendents  and  trust  to  be  vested 
in  certain  named  persons,  24-25 

Such  persons  to  be  styled  "The  Trus- 
tees of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania,"        26 

Powers  of  trustees,    26 

Filling  of  vacancy  where  trustees  neg- 
lect or  refuse  to  act 26 

Selection  to  meet  with  approval  of 
general  assembly,  26 

Former  oath  of  trustees,  etc.,  super- 
seded,    26-27 


COLLEGE  AND  ACADEMY  OF  PHILA- 
DELPHIA—Continued. 

Clauses  in  former  charters  directing 
trustees  to  make  rules,  ordinances 
and  statutes  not  repugnant  to  laws 
of  great  Britain,  etc.,  repealed,   ...    27 

Trustees  to  review  old  rules,  etc.,  and 
frame  new  ones  consistent  with  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  this  state,    27 

Business  of  corporation  to  be  trans- 
acted and  determined  by  a  majority 
of  seven  of  the  trustees,  28 

Certain  matters  to  require  a  majority 
of  eleven  of  the  trustees,   28 

Clause  in  first  charter  limiting  trus- 
tees to  inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania 
residing  within  five  miles  of  the, 
declared  void,   28 

Trustees  to  have  power  to  sue  and 
be  sued,   28 

Former  trustees  to  deliver  up  books, 
records,  etc,  29 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal,  29 

Trustees  declared  to  be  a  body  po- 
litic and  corporate,  29-80 

To  have  power  to  make  a  common 
seal,  rules,  etc.,  and  to  alter  and 
amend  them 30 

Name,  style  and  title  of  officers  of  the 
University  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania,      30 

Trustees  to  submit  accounts  to 
visitors  from  the  general  assembly,    30 

Trustees  to  meet  annually  on  first 
Wednesday  in  December,    80 

Defect  In  prior  act  cured,   126 

The  word  college  in  section  16  to  be 
construed  university,    126 

COLORS.    See  Foreign  Colors. 

COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF. 

Salary  of,    877 

COMMERCE.  See  Bread;  Contraband 
Embargo;  Exports;  Flour;  Impost; 
Tariff. 

Supplement  to  act  regulating  naviga- 
tion and  trade,  418 

No  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  pro- 
duced or  manufactured  by  Great 
Britain  to  be  imported  into  this 
state,    419 

All  such  goods  to  be  confiscated,   ...  419 
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COMMERCE)— Continued. 

One-half  to  go  to  informer  and  the 
other  half  to  the  commonwealth,  ..  419 

All  actions  under  act  against  im- 
porters to  be  brought  within  six 
months,     419 

Proviso  as  to  goods,  wares,  merchan- 
dise taken  as  prize,    419 

Such  goods,   wares  and  merchandise  * 
not   to   be   imported    from    neutral 
ports,    420 

Captain,  etc.,  of  vessels  to  certify  that 
Imported  goods  from  neutral  ports 
are  not  the  growth,   product,   etc., 

.  of  Great   Britain,    420 

Such  goods  to  be  confiscated  if  captain 
neglects  to  produce  certificate,  ...420-421 

Part  of  prior  act  regulating  naviga- 
tion and  trade  repealed,   421 

All  subjects  of  His  Most  Christian 
Majesty  entitled  to  the  rights  and 
privileges  stipulated  in  their  behalf 
by  the  11th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  concluded  be- 
tween him  and  the  U.  S.  of  America,  510 

Act  to  take  effect  as  of  February  6th, 
1778,    510 

COMMISSIONERS  OP  PURCHASES. 

To  appoint  a  place  and  person  in  each 
township  to  receive  wheat,  flour, 
etc.,  for  the  army,  198 

To  notify  county  treasurer  of  such  ap- 
pointment,      198 

Wheat,  flour,  etc.,  to  be  received  by 
such  persons  in  payment  of  taxes,..  198 

COMMISSARY  GENERAL.    See  Federal 
Army. 

COMMITTEE  OP  SAFETY. 

Auditors  appointed  to  collect,  audit 
and  settle,  etc.,  the  accounts  of  the 
late,   75 

COMMON  LABOR.    See  Labor. 

COMMON  LANDS.    See  Lands. 

Act  preserving  the  common  lands  ap- 
purtenant to  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia and  other  towns  from  unwar- 
rantable encroachment,   817 


Pa**. 
COMMON  PLEAS. 

Fees  of  the  Justices  of  the,  *to  be  paid 
In  wheat,   40 

Fees  of  the  clerks  of  the,  to  be  paid 
in  wheat 40 

To  have  jurisdiction  in  actions  of  debt 
over  fifty  pounds  by  tenants  against 
their  landlord  for  taxes,   141 

Parties  convicted  under  militia  act  to 
have  appeal  to  the,   160 

Verdict  of,  to  be  conclusive,    160 

To  have  jurisdiction  to  recover  penal- 
ties for  unlawfully  hawking  or  ped- 
dling where  the  amount  is  over  50£,    21 

Plaintiffs  or  defendants  in  actions 
brought  in  the  supreme  or  common 
pleas  courts  for  debts  in  case  of 
their  sudden  departure  upon  giving 
security  may  apply  for  special 
courts  and  have  their  cases  de- 
termined at  once,    417 

Defendants  in  supreme  court  entitled 
to  same  benefits  as  defendants  in 
common  pleas 418 

Act  not  to  prevent  plaintiff  or  de- 
fendant from  being  allowed  a 
reasonable  time  to  procure  testi- 
mony,    418 

Appeals  from  the  orders  of  regulators 
in  Philadelphia  to  He  to  the  next 
court  of 486-487 

Proceedings  on  appeal,  487 

COMMONS. 

Buildings  erected  on  commons  in  Car- 
lisle declared  to  be  nuisances,  . . .  .445-446 

No  holes,  ditches,  or  quarries  to  be 
dug  on  the  Carlisle  commons  with- 
out consent  of  regulators,   446-447 

COMPTROLLER  GENERAL.  See  Public 
Accounts. 

Office  for  auditing,  liquidating  and 
adjusting  {he  accounts  of  the  com- 
monwealth  instituted 448-449 

Office  to  be  styled,  "the  Comptroller- 
General's  office,"    449 

Powers  and  duty  of  comptroller  gen- 
eral  449 

All  public  accounts  to  be  rendered  into 
the  comptroller  general's  office  and 
when  settled  transmitted  to  the  pres- 
ident and  council,   449 
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COMPTROLLER  GENERAL— Continued. 

President/  etc.,  to  draw  warrant  on 
State  Treasurer  for  any  balance  due 
by  the  commonwealth,    450 

Comptroller  general  to  enter  warrant 
in  his  books,  indorse  and  deliver  it 
to  the  party  entitled 460 

Comptroller  general  to  recover  any 
balance  found  due  and  owing  to  the 
state,    450 

Comptroller  general  to  form  abstracts 
of  the  names,  etc.,  of  the  persons 
who  have  received  money  of  the 
commonwealth  for  which  they  have 
not  properly  accounted,    460 

And  to  direct  the  prothonotary  of  the 
county  wherein  such  persons  re- 
side to  issue  process  against  such 
persons 461 

Persons  so  summoned  neglecting  or 
refusing  to  exhibit  their  accounts 
to  be  liable  to  pay  the  full  value  or 
all  money  or  public  affects  which 
have  come  into  their  hands,    461 

Auditors  or  other  persons  refusing  to 
deliver  up  public  books  or  papers 
upon  demand  of  comptroller  gen- 
eral to  be  liable  to  a  thousand 
pounds  penalty,   462 

Method  of  recovering  balances  due 
and  owing  to  the  state,    462 

Moi-ey  so  recovered  to  be  paid  to  the 
state   treasurer,    462 

No  accounts  to  be  deemed  settled  until 
they  be  audited  by  the  comptrol- 
ler general,   463 

Comptroller  general  authorized  to  re- 
vise, etc.,  accounts  settled  by  the 
auditors,  commissioners  or  commit- 
tees of  assembly,  and  report  sub- 
stantial errors  to  the  general  as- 
sembly  ." 453 

Comptroller  general  authorized  to 
summon  witnesses  and  commit  de- 
linquents for  contempts 463 

Fees  and  mileage  of  sheriff,  coroner 
or  of  process  server  and  witnesses,  464 

Comptroller  general  to  issue  attach- 
ment for  absent  witnesses,   464 
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COMPTROLLER  GENERAL— Continued. 

Secretary  of  the  supreme  executive 
council  to  enter  Into  comptroller 
general's  office  all  marriage,  tavern 
and  other  licenses,    464 

Comptroller  general  to  debit  the  re- 
spective prothonotaries  therewith,..  464 

Prothonotaries  to  settle  their  accounts 
with  comptroller  general  once  in 
every  three  months,    464 

Comptroller  general  to  select  such 
parts  of  accounts  as  are  properly 
chargeable  against  the  United  States 
and  institute  an  account  between 
the  United  States  and  this  state,  464-466 

State  treasurer  not  to  Issue  or  pay 
any  monies  without  a  warrant  from 
the  president  entered  and  certified 
by  the  comptroller  general,    455 

Exceptions 466 

Books,    papers,    etc.,    of    comptroller 
general  to  be  opened  to  the  inspec-  * 
tion  of  the  committees  of  account,..  456 

And  copies  thereof  be  furnished  to  the 
legislature  and  president  when  re- 
quired  456  466 

Salary  of  comptroller  general,   466 

Bond   of  comptroller  general,    466 

Oath  of  comptroller  general,    456 

Prior  acts  relating  to  public  accounts 
repealed 456 

Act  to  be  publicly  read  in  every  court 
of  oyer  and  terminer  and  quarter 
sessions,    466 

John  Nicholson  appointed  comptroller 
general,    457 

Comptroller  general  directed  to  settle 
depreciation  of  the  pay  accounts  of 
the  officers,  etc.,  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania line,    460 

Supreme  executive  council  to  draw 
on  state  treasurer  and  turn  over  to 
the  comptroller  general  all  neces- 
sary sums  for  so  doing,  460 

Comptroller  general  in  settling  sums 
due  to  pay  one-third  thereof  in  bills 
of  credit  and  two-thirds  in  certifi- 
cates,      460 

Powers  of,  extended  to  embrace  the 
duties  of  the  former  auditors 608 

His  certificate  to  be  as  valid  as  those 
issued  by  them,    608 
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CONFISCATION.    See     Attainder;     For- 
feited Estates;  Proprietary  Estates. 

CONGRESS. 

Prize  causes,  etc.,  to  be  Judged  in  ad- 
miralty by  the  law  of  nations,  and 
the  acts  of,    97-98 

Appeals  in  such  cases  to  lie  to,  upon 
security  given,    98 

Appeals  not  to  stay  proceedings  where 
appellees  enter  security,    100 

Authorized  to  levy  a  five  per  cent,  ad 
valorem  duty  on  imports,    297 

Arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  wool 
cards,  cotton  cards  and  wire  for 
making  them,   and  salt  excepted,..  297 

Authorized  to  levy  a  like  duty  on 
prizes  and  prize  goods  condemned 
by  the  admiralty  court,    297 

To  appoint  collectors  for  collecting 
same,    298 

Moneys  arising  from  such  duties  to 
be  appropriated  in  payment  of  debts, 
contracted  on  the  faith  of  the  U.  S. 
for  support  of  the  present  war 298 

Act  to  continue  in  force  until  such 
debts  are  fully  and  finally  dis- 
charged,     298 

CONSTABLES.    See  Carlisle,  borough  of. 

Fees  of,  to  be  paid  in  wheat 40 

Sheriffs,  coroners  and,  may  be  com- 
pelled   to    attend   sessions    of   High 

Court  of  errors  and  appeals 67 

Where  necessary  empowered  to  break 
open  doors,  etc.,  in  the  day  time  in 
serving  warrant  for  seizing  provi- 
sions for  the  army,  177-178 

CONTINENTAL     BILLS     OF     CREDIT. 

See  Bills  of  Credit 

State  treasurer  to  set  apart  £200,000 

in  bills  of  credit  for  the  purpose  of 

exchanging  old  continental  bills  of 

credit,   etc.,    808 

CONTINENTAL  CURRENCY.    See  Bills 

of  Credit;  Legal  Tender. 

Counterfeiting,  forging,  or  knowingly 

uttering  forged    or    counterfeit,    to 

be   punished   by   death  without   the 

benefit   of  clergy,    14 

Raising  of,  or  knowingly  uttering,  to 
be  punished  by  fine,  pillory  and 
whipping,     15 


Pace. 
CONTINENTAL    C  U  R  R  E  N  C  T— Con- 
tinued. 

Offender  unable  to  pay  fine  to  be  sold 
into  servitude,    15 

Rate  of  exchange  between  continental 
currency  and  bills  of  credit  fixed,  ..  251 

Such  rate  to  be  continued,  until  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1781,   251 

Supreme  executive  council  to  then 
publish  rate  of  exchange  between 
specie  and  continental  money 
monthly,   251 

Such  rate  to  be  the  rate  between  con- 
tinental money  and  bills  of  credit,.  251 

CONTRABAND. 

All  goods,  etc.,  of  the  growth,  product 
or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain,  or 
of  any  country  under  the  dominion 
thereof,  or  any  goods  coming  from 
countries  held  by  the  forces  thereof, 
to  be  considered  as  contraband,  —  497 

All  contraband  to  be  liable  to  seizure, 
condemnation   and  confiscation,    ...  497 
Goods,  etc.,  taken  as  prize  upon  water 
and  condemned  as  such  In  a  court  of 
admiralty  of  the  U.  S.  excepted,  .497-498 

Salt,  salt  petre,  gunpowder,  lead, 
etc.,   also  excepted,    498 

Clothing  for  prisoners  of  war  also  ex- 
cepted  498 

Goods,  etc.,  imported  from  France, 
Spain,  or  the  United  Provinces  not 
to  be  treated  as  contraband,    498 

Any  person  authorized  to  seize  goods, 
etc.,  In  or  moving  through  the  state 
which  he  believes  to  be  contra- 
band,   498-499 

Proceedings  upon  seizure,    499-601 

Persons  desiring  to  defend  property 
seized  to  first  enter  security,  601 

No  carriage,  beast,  boat  or  vessel  to 
be  condemned  unless  the  goods  con- 
nected therewith  exceed  10  £,   501 

No  replevin  to  lie  for  goods  seized,   ..  501 

Proceedings  before  justice  to  be 
final,    601-502 

Goods,  etc.,  seized  and  condemned  as 
contraband  to  be  forthwith  adver- 
tised and  sold  at  public  auction  by 
sheriff  under  warrant  of  justice,   ...  502 
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CONTRABAND— Continued. 

Ten  days'  public  notice  in  writing1  to 
be  given  thereof,  if  the  value  be 
under  50£,    602 

Where  value  of  goods  exceed  50£ ,  like 
notice  to  be  also  inserted  in  one  of 
the  Philadelphia  weekly  news- 
papers,       503 

After  sale  Justice  to  deduct  all  ex- 
penses and  order  sheriff,  etc.,  to  pay 
one-half  of  residue  to  plaintiff  and 
the  other  half  to  county  treasurer,  . .  503 

County  treasurer  to  transmit  the  same 
to  state  treasurer,    603 

Fees  of  county  treasurer  for  so  doing,  603 

Costs  of  proceedings,    603 

All  suits  for  things  done  in  pursu- 
ance of  act  to  be  brought  within  six 
months,   603 

Defendant  to  recover  treble  costs  if 
plaintiff  wilfully  delays,  discon- 
tinues or  has  verdict  or  judgment 
passed  against  him 503-604 

Persons  convicted  of  trading  with 
subjects  of  King  of  Great  Britain  to 
forfeit  one-third  of  the  value  of 
goods  seized  besides  the  goods  so 
seized  or  suffer  three  months  im- 
prisonment  604. 

Prosecutions  therefor  to  be  made  in 
any  court  of  Quarter  sessions  or  oyer 
and  terminer 604 

All  persons  coming  out  of  the  line  of 
the  enemy  into  this  state  without 
a  license  from  the  president,  etc., 
to  be  Imprisoned  by  any  justice  of 
the  peace,    5W 

All  such  intruders  to  be  fined,  604 

No  person  to  go  out  of  the  state  into 
the    lines     of   the    enemy    without 

proper  authority,  604 

Penalty  for  so  doing,    604 

Disposition  of  penalty,  504-505 

Act  not  to  affect  persons  furnished 
with  a  pass  from  any  of  the  other 
states,     if    same    be    approved    by 

president,    etc 506 

Certain   act  of  assembly  repealed,...  506 
Duration  of  act  limited  until  close  of 
war'   506 


CONTRACTS.    See  Debts. 

Between  supreme  executive  council 
and  quarter-master  general  of  the 
U.  S.  for  the  passage  of  men,  etc., 
not  annulled  by  the  further  supple- 
ment to  act  regulating  nightly 
watch,    etc.,    203 

CORONERS. 

Fees  of,  to  be  paid  in  wheat 40 

Sheriffs,  constables  and,  may  be  com- 
pelled to  attend  sessions  of  the  high 
court  of  errors  and  appeals,  57 

Fees  of,  for  attending  before  auditors 
appointed  to  settle  public  accounts,    78 

Of  Westmoreland  county  to  act  in 
Washington  county  until  one  be 
there  chosen,  278 

CORPORATIONS.   See  College  and  Acad- 
emy of  Philadelphia;  University  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

University  of  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania incorporated,   29-30 

German  Lutheran  Congregation  in 
Philadelphia,  incorporated,   83 

Second  Presbyterian  Church  in  Phila- 
delphia*, Incorporated,   89 

Society  for  the  Relief  for  the  Masters 
of  Ships,  incorporated 91-92 

American  Philosophical  society,  in- 
corporated,      121 

The  German  society  contributing  for 
the  relief  of  distressed  Germans  in 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  incor- 
porated,    256-267 

Bank  of  North  America,  incorpo- 
rated,     406 

The  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  In  Warwick  township,  in 
the  county  of  Bucks,  incorporated,  519 

The  Trustees  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  in  Northampton  and  South- 
ampton, in  the  county  of  Bucks,  in- 
corporated,     526 

COSTS. 

Appellee  to  have  double  costs  where 
judgment  is  affirmed  by  the  high 
court  of  errors  and  appeals 66 

Each  party  to  pay  their  own  costs 
where  Judgment  is  reversed,   66 

To  be  recovered  in  certain  actions,  ..  137 
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COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Auditors  appointed  to  collect,   audit, 
settle,   etc.,  the  accounts  of  the,   ..    75 
COUNTERFEITING. 

Penalty  for,  continental  loan-office 
certificates,  the  continental  loan- 
office  bills  of  exchange  or  the  paper 
money  of  the  U.  S 1* 

Of  bills  of  credit  to  be  punished  by 
death,   189,212,294,807 

Penalty  for,  the  common  seal  or  any 
bank  bill  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
North  America,    384 

Penalty  for  uttering  the  same 384 

Offenders    to    suffer    death    without 

benefit  of  clergy.    384 

COUNTY  ASSESSORS.    See  County  Com- 
missioners. 
'    Office  of,  abolished,    241 

Duties  of,  to  be  performed  by  county 
commissioners 241 

Commissioners  to  meet  annually  on 
first  Tuesday  of  August  to  issue 
warrants,   241 

COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS. 

Powers  and  duties  of  the  several  and 
respective,  in  collecting  the  month- 
ly tax  of  $2,500,000  for  the  use  of 
the  United  States 10-11 

Compensation  of,  and  assessors,  to  be 
satisfied  in  wheat 41,142 

And  assessors  to  appoint  tax  col- 
lectors in  case  of  vacancy,  or  re- 
fusal  to   serve,    etc.,    197 

Duties  of  county  assessors  to  be  per- 
formed by,    241 

Commissioners  to  meet  annually  on 
first  Tuesday  of  August  to  issue  war- 
rants,     241 

£200,000  to  be  raised,  levied  and  col- 
lected during  1781 326-327 

Proportionate  share  of  the  different 
cities  and  counties,   827 

County  commissioners  to  meet  on  or 
before  the  first  Tuesday  in  July  and 
issue  their  warrants  to  the  assessors 
requiring  them  to  make  returns  of 
all  taxable  persons  and  their  prop- 
erty  327-328 

Assessors  to  administer  an  oath  or 
affirmation  to  each  taxable  as  to  the 
truth  of  his  return,    328 


Page. 
COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS— Continued. 

Form   of   oath,    328 

Penalty  for  taxables  refusing  to  make 
returns  or  -to  swear  to  the  truth 
thereof 328 

Assessors  to  find  out  and  return  prop- 
erty refused  to  be  returned,    328 

Lands  not  returned  to  be  charged 
with  all  such  taxes  in  the  next  as- 
sessment,     329 

In  case  of  vacancy  In  office  of  assessor 
county  commissioners  to  appoint 
others,    329 

Upon  receipt  of  assessors  returns 
commissioners  to  quota  the  districts, 
etc 329 

And  within  six  days  thereafter  fur- 
nish the  assessors  with  a  transcript 
of  the  quota  charged  upon  the  town- 
ship, etc.,  to  which  the  assessor  be- 
longs,     329-880 

Assessors  and  two  freeholders  to  levy 
and  assess  the  quota  of  each  town- 
ship, etc.,  on  the  persons  and  their 
estates  therein,    330 

List  of  the  different  kinds  of  property 
subject  to  taxation  under  act,   330 

Such  enumerated  articles  to  be  rated 
at  what  they  are  bona  fide  worth,..  330 

Single  freemen  over  twenty-one  and 
more  than  six  months  out  of  their 
apprenticeship  to  pay  a  sum  not 
over  £6  nor  under  45s,   330-331 

Trades,  professions,  etc.,  to  be  rated 
at  the  discretion  of  the  assessors  and 
freeholders,     381 

Goods  of  tenants,  etc.,  liable  to  be 
distrained  for  such  taxes,   331 

Tenant  to  deduct  taxes  from  rent 
where  he  is  compelled  to  pay  the 
same 331 

Or  recover  the  same  by  action  at  law,  331 

Act  not  to  alter  any  contract  made 
between  landlord  and  tenant  con- 
cerning the  payment  of  taxes,   881 

Oath  of  county  commissioners,    332 

Oath   of  assessors,    332 

County  commissioners  to  appoint  a 
tax  collector  for  each  township, 
ward  and  district,   332 

Commissioners  to  prefix  a  warrant  to 
collectors  duplicate,    etc.,    332 

Contents   of   warrant,    332 
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COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS— Continued. 

Assessors  and  collectors  to  notify  com- 
missioners in  writing  within  two 
days  of  their  election  or  appoint- 
ment as  to  their  intention  to  serve 
or  decline  the  office 332-338 

Failure  to  do  so  to  be  considered  as  a 
refusal    to    serve,     333 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal  of  as- 
sersors  and  collectors  to  serve,   333 

Where  owner  of  goods  distrained  on 
for  taxes  refuses  to  receive  the  over- 
plus collector  to  pay  the  same  to 
the  county  treasurer 333 

County  treasurer  to  deduct  1  per  cent, 
and  give  notice  thereof  to  the  county 
commissioners  within  twenty  days,  333 

Owner  to  have  the  remainder  dis- 
counted out  of  any  future  tax,  ..333-334 

Receipt  of  treasurer  to  exonerate  col- 
lector,     334 

Collectors  to  make  out  accounts  of 
their  seizures,  etc.,  and  settle  the 
same  with  commissioners,    334 

Compensation  of  collectors 334 

Commissioners  empowered  to  proceed 
against  delinquent  collectors,   334 

Collectors  to  pay  the  tax  charged  in 
their  duplicate  within  thirty  days 
after  the  day  of  appeal,   334 

Proviso  as  to  cases  where  he  has  been 
obliged  to  make  distress,   etc.,    ....  334 

Respective  county  treasurers  to  make 
payments  to  the  state  treasurer 
within  certain  specified  times  after 
receiving  the  same  from  collector, 334-335 

Commissioners  to  transmit  copies  of 
the  assessment  to  state  treasurer 
within  thirty  days  after  day  of  ap- 
peal  886 

Compensation  of  county  commission- 
ers and  assessors 385 

Compensation  of  collectors,    835 

Taxes  to  be  paid  In  gold  or  silver  only,  335 

Proviso  as  to  persons  who  have  taken 
the      oath      of     allegiance     to      this 
state 335-336 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal  of  com- 
missioners to  do  their  duty  under 
act,     336 

Penalty,  how  recoverable 336 

Act  for  raising  supplies  for  1779,  ex- 
tended and  continued,    336 


Pa**. 

COUNTY  RATES  AND  LEVIES. 

To  be  laid  and  assessed  according  to 
state  tax 140 

Act  not  to  extend  to  state  tax  on  ready 
money,  140 

Nor  to  prevent  appeals  or  alter  mode 
of  collecting  same 140 

Nor  to  alter  mode  of  taxation  in  coun- 
ties where  state  tax  has  not  been 
laid  within  twelve  months,    140 

Proceedings  on  appeal  from,   140-141 

Tax  on  real  estate  transferred  to  be 
charged  to  buyers,   140-141 

Compensation  of  county  and  city  as- 
sessors,     141 

Goods  of  tenant  of  non-resident  owner 
subject  to  distress  for 141 

Distress  to  be  deducted  from  rent,   ..  141 

Or  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt,..  141 

Act  not  to  affect  existing  contracts 
between  landlord  and  tenant  as  to 
payment  of,   142 

Nor  to  repeal  act  for  raising  addi- 
tional sum  of  $5,700,000,   142 

Compensation  of  county  commission- 
ers and  assessors  to  be  satisfied  in 
wheat,    142 

COUNTY  TREASURER. 

To   receive   one-half  of   net  proceeds 

from  the  sale  of  contraband  goods,  508 
To  turn  the  same  over  to  state  treas- 
urer,      503 

Fees  of,  for  so  doing 503 

COURT  CLERKS. 

Fees  of,  for  registering  slaves,   70 

COURT  CRIER. 

Fees  of,  to  be  paid  In  wheat,   40 

COURT  HOUSES.  See  Chester  County; 
Washington   County. 

Jails,  prisons,  workhouses  and, 
throughout  the  state  vested  in  the 
commonwealth,    50 

Act  not  to  extend  to  old  temporary 
prison  in  Bedford 50 

Nor  to  old  jail'  and  workhouse  at  3d 
and  High  Sts.,    Philadelphia 50 

Supreme  executive  council  to  sell  old 
jail  and  workhouse  in  Philadelphia 
for  benefit  of  said  city  and  county,.    61 
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COURT  HOUSES— Continued. 

Certain  prior  acts  of  assembly  re- 
pealed,      ••    62 

Persons  appointed  to  build  new  court 
house  and  prison  in  Chester  county,  143 

Old  court  house  and  prison  to  be  sold 
at   public   vendue,    143 

Moneys  arising  therefrom  to  be  used 
in  paying  for  new  court  house  and 
prison 143-144 

County  commissioners  and  assessors 
to  levy  the  necessary  money  by  tax,  144 

Court  house  and  prison  to  be  erected 
in  Washington  county 275-276 

Certain  persons  authorized  to  select 
and  purchase  site  for,  in  Wash- 
ington county,    275-276 

Taxes  not  exceeding  a  certain  amount 
to  be  levied  to  defray  expenses  of 
erecting 276 

COURT  MARTIAL.    See  Militia. 

Make  up  of  general  court  martial, —  167 

Make  up  of  regimental  court  mar- 
tial  167 

Convictions  to  be  had  on  two-thirds 
vote 167 

Witnesses  to  be  examined  on  oath  by 
president    of,     168 

Oath  of  members  of,   168 

By  whom  administered,   168 

Members  of  the  militia  called  as  wit- 
nesses and  refusing  to  give  evidence 
to  be  censured  or  fined 168 

Officer  or  private  charged  with  trans- 
gressing rules  to  be  relieved  until 
trial 168 

Officer  or  private  aggrieved  by  com- 
manding officer  to  complain  to  lieu- 
tenant  168 

Lieutenant  to  summon  regimental 
court  martial 168 

Punishment  by,  limited  to,  degrading, 
cashiering  or  fining 168 

Inferior  officer  or  private  Injured  by 
captain,  etc.,  to  complain  to  com- 
manding officer,    168 

Commanding  officer  to  summon  regi- 
mental court  martial 168 

Commanding    officer    empowered    to 
pardon  persons  court  martialed,   ...  169 
36— X 
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COURTS.  See  Admiralty;  Common  Pleas; 
High   Court   of   Errors   and   Appeals; 
Oyer  and  Terminer;  Quarter  Sessions; 
Supreme  Court. 
CRIMES.    See    Counterfeiting;    Forgery; 
Horse  Stealing;   Misprison  of  Treason; 
Raising;  Robbery*  Treason;  Uttering. 
Place  and  manner  of  trial  of  traitors, 
pirates,    felons  and   criminals  com- 
mitting   offences     within     the     ad- 
miralty Jurisdiction  or  upon  the  sea,  221 
Persons  convicted  of  such  crimes  to 
suffer     death     without     benefit     of 
clergy,    where    the    same  is    taken 
away,   for    like    offence    committed 

on  land.    221 

Trial  and  punishment  of  subjects  of 
this  state  or  any  of  the  U.  S.  com- 
mitting piracy,    etc.,   under  foreign 

colors,     222 

Persons  betraying  their  trust  at  sea 
to  be    convicted  and    punished    as 

pirates,    222 

Captains  and  masters  of  vessels  har- 
boring deserters  to  be  fined  10,000£,  223 
Penalty  to  be  recovered  by  distress,.  223 
For  want  of  sufficient  distress  such 
captain,  etc.,  to  suffer  one  year's 
imprisonment  without  bail  or  main- 
prise,   223 

President  and  council  to  appoint  per- 
sons to  inspect  muster  roll  of  ves- 
sels in  search  of  deserters 228 

Penalty  for  obstructing  search  or  re- 
fusing to  deliver  up  deserters,    ....  224 
CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

Place  of  holding  general  elections  in,  219 

D. 
DAMAGES. 

Persons  convicted  of  counterfeiting, 
raising  or  knowingly  uttering  coun- 
terfeited or  raised  bills  of  credit, 
loan  office  certificates  or  bills  of  ex- 
change, to  be  multced  in  double,  ..  16 
DAMS.    See   Schuylkill    Point   Meadows; 

State  Island. 
DEATH. 

Without  benefit  of  clergy,  penalty  for 
forging  or  counterfeiting  continental 
loan  office  certificates,  or  bills  of 
exchange 14 
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DEATH— Continued. 

Without  benefit  of  clergy,  punishment 
for  robbery,    110 

Without  benefit  of  clergy,  punishment 
for  forging  or  counterfeiting  certain 
bills  of  credit 189 

Punishment  for  counterfeiting  bills  of 
credit,     212 

Punishment  for  forging  or  counterfeit- 
ing or  knowingly  uttering  forged  or 
counterfeited  bills  of  credit 307 

DEBTS.    See  Legal  Tender;  Public  Debt. 

Act  to  suspend  laws  making  the  bills 
of  credit  of  the  U.  S.  legal  tender, 
in  payment  of  debts  equal  to  gold 
and  silver,  continued,   229 

Duration  of  act  limited 229 

Debts  and  contracts  entered  into  and 
made  between  January  1,  1777,  and 
March  1,  1781,  to  be  settled  accord- 
ing to  a  scale  of  depreciation,    284 

Proviso  clauses  in  suspension  acts  of 
May  31,  1780,  Sept.  22,  1780,  and  Feb. 
20,  1781,  repealed,  284 

Mode  of  settlement  where  parties  can- 
not   agree 286 

Auditors  to  be  appointed  to  hear  and 
examine  the  parties  and  adjust  the 
controversies 285 

Auditors  not  to  reduce  payments  made 
in  current  money 285' 

Where  tender  has  been  made  the 
creditor  to  be  paid  only  the  value  of 
his  debt  reduced  to  specie  at  the 
time  of  tender,   285 

Debtor  prevented  from  paying  by 
creditor  absconding,  etc.,  to  have 
benefit  of  legal  tender,   285 

Auditors  report  to  have  the  force  of 
a  verdict,    etc 286 

Scale   of  depreciation,    286 

Supplement  to  act  for  the  more  easy 
recovery  of  small  debts,   repealed,.  287 

Act  for  limitation  of  actions  suspended 
during  the  close  of  courts  of  justice 
and  the  time  of  any  suspension 
acts 288 

All  laws  declaring  bills  of  credit  to 
be  legal  tender,  repealed 337 

Parts  of  such  acts  Imposing  penalties 
for  refusal  to  accept  bills  of  credit 
In  payment  of,  etc.,  also  repealed, 337-338 


Pat* 

DEBTS— Continued. 

Repeal  not  to  extend  to  bills  of  credit 
emitted   under   acts   of    March    25, 

1780.  and  April  7.  1781,    338 

Such  bills  to  be  received  in  payment 
of  all  lands  sold  by  the  state  except- 
ing forfeited  estates  only 336 

Act  not  to  affect  any  tender  which  has 
already  been  duly  made,    338 

Debts,  etc.,  contracted  since  January 
1,  1777  and  not  satisfied  or  discharg- 
ed to  be  paid  in  the  particular 
money,  etc.,  specified  in  the  con- 
tract  338 

Rents,  etc.,  contracted  before  Janu- 
ary 1,  1777  to  be  sued  for  and  judg- 
ment obtained  and  execution  award- 
ed for  the  Interest,  damages  and 
costs,   etc.,    339 

Execution  not  to  issue  for  the  principal 
for  two  years  or  until  permission  be 
given  by  act  of  assembly,    339 

Interest  on  such  judgments  to  be  paid 
annually,    340 

Defendants  not  having  sufficient  real 
estate  to  satisfy  judgment  to  give  se- 
curity for  the  same  before  depart- 
ing from   the   commonwealth 340 

Upon  neglect  or  refusal  to  give  se- 
curity court  to  award  execution  for 
the  principal  as  well  as  the  interest, 
etc.,    340 

Debts  exceeding,  £50  contracted  be- 
fore January  1,  1777  not  to  be  sued 
for  in  less  than  six  months  after 
passing  of  act 840 

Proviso  where  delay  will  cause 
creditor   to   lose   debt,    340 

Act  not  to  extend  to  revived  debts 
which  were  on  January  1,  1776  bar- 
red by  the  act  for  the  limitation  of 
actions,    340 

Debts,  etc.,  not  barred  at  the  time 
not  to  be  now  barred  until  two  years 
after   passage   of   act 341 

Agents,  factors,  etc.,  receiving  money 
and  applying  it  to  private  use  to  ac- 
count to  their  principal  for  as  much 
gold  and  silver  as  the  bills  of  credit 
so  received  were  worth  at  the  time 
of  application,  341 
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DEBTS— Continued. 

Agents,  factors,  etc.,    to  render  an  ac- 
count  under  oath   of    the    profit   or 
loss  made  on  such  moneys 342 

Principal  to  obtain  benefit  of  profit,..  342 

Agents,  etc.,  refusing  to  make  such 
oath  to  account  for  money  the  same 
as  if  applied  to  private  use,   342 

Fees  of  officers  and  fines  Incurred 
under  act  to  be  paid  in  gold  and 
silver 342 

All  fines  imposed  by  acts  of  assembly 
to  be  recovered  in  gold,  etc.,  343 

All  debts  and  contracts  entered  into 
after  March  1,  1781  to  be  discharged 
according  to   their  nature 843 

Contracts  for  old  continental  cur- 
rency, however,  to  be  liquidated  and 
paid  at  specie  value 343 

Act  not  to  prevent  new  continental 
bills  of  credit  from  being  received  in 
payment  of  taxes  laid  under  act  of 
December  18,    1780,    344 

DEFENCE.    See  Frontiers. 

Act  providing  for  the,   of  this  state,  361 

President  to  call  out  enough  wagons 
to  transport  baggage  and  stores  of 
troops  called  out  for  the  defense  of 
the  state 361 

County  wagon  masters  and  constables 
to  perform  same  duties  as  required 
under  former  wagon  laws,    361 

Compensation  of  wagon  masters,    ...  862 

President  to  seize  and  impress 
wagons,  etc.,  if  sufficient  number 
cannot  be  procured  in  manner  pre- 
scribed  by   act,    362 

President  to  seize  and  impress  arms, 
ammunition,  stores,  etc.,  when  nec- 
essary and  apply  the  same  to  public 
use,    362 

Seizure  to  be  certified  and  the  value 
to  be  ascertained  in  specie,   362 

President  to  billet  and  quarter  troops 
upon  public  or  private  houses 362 

President  authorized  to  call  out  all 
of  the  militia  without  respect  to 
classes,    863 

Person  neglecting  or  refusing  to  per- 
form tour  of  militia  duty  on  call  of 
president  to  be  fined,    363 


Pace. 
DEFENCE— Continued. 

President  authorized  to  draw  upon  the 
treasury  for  necessary  money  to  pro- 
cure arms,  ammunition,  etc.,    363 

President  authorized  to  impress  horses 
and  wagons,  etc.,  for  the  removal  of 
families  and  property  of  Inhabitants 
of  Philadelphia,  Northern  Liberties, 
and  Southwark  who  are  in  actual 
service  against  the  enemy,    363 

Duration  of   act   limited 364 

Act  for  guarding  and  defending  the 
navigation  in  the  Delaware  river,   ...411 

Commissioners  appointed  to  procure 
vessels,  etc.,  for  the  defense  of  the 
navigation  in  the  Delaware  river,   ..  412 

Supreme  executive  council  to  com- 
mission officers  for  such  vessels,   ...  412 

Oath    of   commissioners 412 

Commissioners  to  report  to  and  lay 
their  accounts  before  the  Supreme 
executive  council 412-413 

Moneys  arising  under  certain  prior 
acts  appropriated  for  the  uses  of 
this  act 413 

Duties  laid  on  imports  for  purpose  of 
raising  revenue  to  carry  out  provi- 
sions of  act,   414 

Provisions   for   collecting  same 414 

Commissioners  empowered  to  borrow 
money  not  to  exceed  25, 000 £ 414-415 

Provisions  for  repayment  of  same 415 

Rate  of  interest  on  such  borrowed 
money  limited  to  6  per  cent 415 

Disposition  of  prize  money  arising 
from  captures  made  by  vessels  com- 
missioned  under  act 415-416 

Act  to  enable  the  supreme  executive 
council  to  negotiate  loans,  etc.,  for 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers  and  sup- 
port of  government,   repealed 534 

DEFENDANTS. 

To  have  treble  costs   where   plaintiff 
becomes  nonsuit,  discontinues  or  has    * 
judgment  pass  against  him  In  cer- 
tain actions,   171,256,267.324,448 

To  recover  treble  costs,  if  plaintiff  In 
suits  to  condemn  certain  goods  as 
contraband,  wilfully  delay,  discon- 
tinue, or  have  verdict  passed  against 
them,    503-604 
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DEPENDANTS— Continuted. 

Plaintiffs  or  defendants  In  actions 
brought  In  the  supreme  or  com- 
mon pleas  courts  for  debts  In  case 
of  their  sudden  departure  upon  giv- 
ing security  may  apply  for  special 
courts  and  have  their  cases  de- 
termined at  once,    417 

Defendants  in  supreme  court  entitled 
to   same   benefits  as   defendants   in 

common  pleas,    418 

Act  not  to  prevent  plaintiff  or  de- 
fendant from  being  allowed  a 
reasonable  time  to  procure  testi- 
mony,       418 

Defendant  in  certain  actions  allowed 

to  plead  the  general  Issue  and  give 

act  and  special  matter  in  evidence,  616 

DELAWARE  BAY.    See  Delaware  River. 

Act  for  guarding  and  defending  the 

navigation    in    the,    411 

Commissioners  appointed  to  procure 
vessels,  etc.,  for  the  defense  of  the 

navigation   in  the,    412 

Commissioners  to  report  to  supreme 
executive      council      every      vessel 

procured  and  equipped,    412 

Supreme  executive  council  to  com- 
mission officers  for  such  vessels,    ..  412 

Oath  of  commissioners,    412 

Commissioners  to  report  to  and  lay 
their   accounts    before   the   supreme 

executive  council,   412-413 

Moneys  arising  under  certain  prior 
acts    appropriated   for   the   uses  of 

this  act,    418 

Duties  laid  on  imports  for  purpose  of 
raising  revenue  to  carry  out  provi- 
sions of  act,    414 

Provisions  for  collecting  same 414 

Commissioners  empowered  to  borrow 

money  not  to  exceed  26, 000 £ ,  414-416 

Provisions  for  repayment  of  same,   ..  416 
Rate   of   interest    on    such    borrowed 

money  limited  to  6  per  cent.,    416 

Disposition  of  prize  money  arising 
from  captures  made  by  vessels  com- 
missioned under  act,    415-416 

DELAWARE  RIVER. 

Philadelphia  wardens  empowered  to 
purchase  a  lot  on  north  side  of  Sassa- 
fras street  along,  for  a  public  wharf  203 


Pace. 

DELAWARE  RIVER— Continued. 

Act  for  guarding  and  defending  the 

navigation  in   the,    411 

Commissioners  appointed  to  procure 
vessels,  etc.,  for  the  defense  of  the 

navigation   in  the 412 

Commissioners  to  report  to  supreme 
executive  council  every  vessel  pro- 
cured and  equipped,   412 

Supreme  executive  council  to  com- 
mission officers,  for  such  vessels,...  412 

Oath  of  commissioners,    412 

Commissioners  to  report  to  and  lay 
their   accounts   before   the   supreme 

executive  council,    412-413 

Monies  arising  under  certain  prior 
acts   appropriated   for  the   uses   of 

this   act 413 

Duties  laid  on  imports  for  purpose  of 
raising  revenue  to  carry  out  provi- 
sions of  act,    414 

Provisions  for  collecting  same 414 

Commissioners  empowered  to  borrow 

money  not  to  exceed  25,000£ 414-416 

Provisions  fcr  repayment  of  same,..  415 
Rate   of    interest    on    such    borrowed 

money  limited  to  6  per  cent 415 

Disposition  of  prize  money  arising 
from  captures  made  by  vessels  com- 
missioned under  act 415-416 

Supplement  to  act  for  guarding  and 
defending    the    navigation    in    the 

Delaware  river  and  bay 493 

Commissioners  appointed  under  prior 
act  authorized  to  borrow  20, 000 £  ad- 
ditional for  carrying  it  into  execu- 
tion  484 

State  share  of  prize  money  appro- 
priated for  raising  and  supporting 
armament  for  the  defense  of  the 
navigation  in  the  Delaware  river, 
etc.,    494-495 

DEPRECIATION  CERTIFICATES. 

Supreme  executive  council  to  appoint 
auditors  to  settle  the  depreciation  of 
pay  accounts  of  officers  and  privates 
of  the  Pennsylvania  line 233 

Auditors  to  estimate  in  specie  all  pay 
received  by  such  officers  and  priv- 
ates,      233 
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DEPRECIATION  CERTIFICATES— Con- 
tinued. 
Auditors  to  give  officers  and  privates 
certificates    for    the    sums    due    in 

specie,    233-234 

Confiscated  estates  to  be  sold  on  or 
before  July  1,  1781  by  the  proper 
agents  and  specie  certificates,   etc., 

received  in  payment,   234 

Certificates  of  privates  not  to  be 
transferred  unless  attested  by  com- 
manding officer,    234 

Certificates  to  be  received  in  payment 

for  unlocated  lands,  etc 234 

Auditors  to  settle  the  accounts  of  all 
officers  and  privates  who  have  died 

in   the  service,    etc.,    .• 236 

Widows  and  children  of  such  officers 

and  privates  entitled  to  certificates,  235 
Officers  and  privates  of  the  navy  in 
actual  service  entitled  to  all  benefits 
extended   to    the   Pennsylvania  line 

by  act,    236 

Officers  and  privates  of  this  state 
made  prisoners  in    actual    service, 

also  entitled  to  benefits  of  act 236 

Oath   of  auditors,    235 

Assembly  may  call  in  certificates  and 

pay  off  the  same 235-236 

Moneys  received  from  sale  of  confis- 
cated estates  to  be  reserved  for  re- 
deeming certificates 236 

All   such    certificates   so   received   by 
state  treasurer  to   be  kept  by  him 
and  cancelled  by  order  of  assembly,  236 
Scale  of  depreciation  for  guidance  of 

auditors,    236-237 

Pay    of   auditors,     237 

Certificates  to  be  provided  by  supreme 
executive   council   and   delivered   to 

the   said    auditors,    238 

Supreme  executive  council  to  draw 
on  state  treasurer  for  sums  to  pay 
off  part  of  the  certificates  granted 
to    the    officers   and   soldiers   of   the 

Pennsylvania   line 316 

Commissioners  appointed  by   the  su- 
preme executive  council,  to  take  up 
old  certificates  and  grant  new  ones,  316 
New  certificates  to  be  interest  bear- 
ing  and   negotiable 31$ 
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DEPRECIATION  CERTIFICATES— Con- 
tinued. 

Old  certificates  not  taken  up  also  to 
bear  interest  and  be  negotiable,    ...  316 

State  Treasurer  on  demand  to  pay 
holders  thereof  one-third  of  face 
value  and  grant  new  certificates  for 
the  balance,   316 

Officers  and  privates  of  state  regi- 
ments, etc.,  captured  by  the  enemy 
entitled  to  full  depreciation  of  their 
pay  until  the  time  of  their  exchange,  372 

Officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  en- 
titled to,   enumerated,    468 

Artillery  officers,  etc.,  and  privates  of 
the  artillery  artificers  or  detached 
corpse,  inhabitants  of  this  state  also 
entitled    to,    459 

Comptroller  general  directed  to  settle 
depreciation  of  the  pay  accounts  of 
the  officers,  etc.,  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania line,   460 

Supreme  executive  council  to  draw  on 
state  treasurer  and  turn  over  to 
the  comptroller  general  all  neces- 
sary sums  for  so  doing,   460 

Comptroller  general  in  settling  sums 
due  to  pay  one-third  thereof  in  bills 
of  credit  and  two-thirds  in  certifi- 
cates, ,    460 

DESERTERS.    See  Militia;  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers. 
From  the  enemy  not  to  be  enrolled,..  164 
Nor  to  be  subject  to  fine  for  not  serv- 
ing in  the  militia,    164 

Provision   for  proceeding  against,    ..  170 
Not  to  be  enlisted  in  the  Pennsylvania 

Volunteers,    191 

Penalty  for  harboring  or  concealing, 

from  the  allies  of  the  U.  S 214 

Reward  for  apprehending 214 

Captains  and  masters  of  vessels  har- 
boring,   to  be  fined  10,000£ 223 

Penalty  to  be  recovered  by  distress,..  223 
For  want   of  sufficient   distress   such 
captain,   etc.,   to  suffer    one    year's 
imprisonment  without  bail  or  main- 
prise,      223 

Prize  money  and  wages  of,  to  be  for- 
feited and  applied  for  recruiting  the 
Pennsylvania  line  in  the  federal 
army,    223 
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DESERTERS— Continued. 

Certain  wills,  powers  of  attorney, 
deeds  of  sale,  etc.,  made  by,  de- 
clared null  and  void,   223 

President  and  council  to  appoint  per- 
sons to  inspect  muster  roll  of  vessels 
In  search  of,    223 

Penalty  for  obstructing  search  for  or 
refusing  to   deliver  up 224 

Marshall  upon  notice,  to  pay  prizes 
and  wages  due  deserters  to  the  state 
treasurer,    '  224 

DESERTION.    See  Deserters. 

DETINUE. 

Imported  goods  together  with  the 
casks,  etc.,  to  vest  in  the  common- 
wealth where  naval  officer  tenders 
to  importer  the  value  of  such  goods 
with   10  per  cent   increase,    253 

Commonwealth  to  recover  possession 
thereof  by  action  of  trover  and  con- 
version,   replevin  or,    253 

•DISCONTINUANCE. 

Defendant  to  recover  treble  costs  In 
certain  cases  where  plaintiff  be- 
comes nonsuit,  suffers  a,  or  has 
judgment  pass  against  him,  256-257-324- 

448 
Defendant  to  recover  treble  costs  In 
suits  for  the  condemnation  of  goods 
as  contraband,  If  plaintiff  wilfully 
delays,  discontinues,  or  has  judg- 
ment pass  against  him 503-504 

DISCOVERER. 

Of  raising  bills  of  credit,   loan  office 

certificates   or  bills   of  exchange  to 

receive  one-half  of  the  penalties,..    15 
Reward   of,    in    case   penalty   be   not 

paid 15 

Of  raising  bills  of  credit,    to  receive 

one-half  of  penalty,    189 

DISTILLERS.    See  Nuisances. 

Act  to  permit  making  of  whiskey, 
etc.,  from  rye,  etc.,  under  certain 
restrictions,  etc.,  repealed 175-176 


DISTRESS.    See  Landlord  and  Tenant. 

Penalty  imposed  upon  captains  and 
masters  of  vessels,  for  harboring 
deserters  to  be  recovered  by,    22S 

Fines  under  militia  act  to  be  recover- 
ed  by 171 


DISTRICT      ASSESSORS.    See 
Commissioners;  War  Taxes. 


County 


DITCHES.    See   Lancaster,    Borough  of; 
State  Island. 

DIVORCE. 

Of  Giles  Hicks  and  Hester  Hicks,    ...  268 
Giles  Hicks  authorized  and  empower- 
ed to  remarry 269 

Of  Jacob  Billmeyer  and  Mary  Bill- 
meyer,    367 

DOUBLE  TAXES. 

So  much  of  act  for  making  more  equal 
the  burden  of  the  public  defense  as 
imposes,  repealed SI 

DOOR-KEEPER. 

Of  the  assembly,   wages  of 378 

Mileage  of 378 

DRAFT.    See  Federal  Army. 

DUTCH  REFORMED  CHURCH. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  in  Northampton  and  South- 
ampton, in  the  county  of  Bucks,  in- 
corporated  526 

DUTIES.    See  Impost;  Excise;  Tariff. 

United  States  authorized  to  levy  a  five 
per  cent,  ad  valorem  duty  on  im- 
ports  297 

Arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  wool 
cards,  cotton  cards  and  wire  for 
making  them,   and  salt  excepted,..  297 

Authorities  to  levy  a  like  duty  on 
prizes  and  prize  goods  condemned 
by  the   admiralty   court,    297 

Congress  to  appoint  collectors  for 
collecting  same,    298 

Moneys  arising  from  such  duties  to 
be     appropriated     in     payment     of 
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DUTIES— Continued. 

debts,  contracted  on  the  faith  of  the 
U.  S.  for  support  of  the  present  war,  298 
Act    to   continue   in   force   until   such 
debts    are    fully    and     finally    dis- 
charged,     298 

DUTY.    See  Impost;  Tariff. 

E. 
EARS. 

Lopping-  of,  part  punishment  for 
counterfeiting-  or  raising  bills  of 
credit,  loan-office  certificates  or 
bills   of   exchange 15 

Lopping  of,  part  punishment  for  horse 
stealing,    first  offence,    113 

Lopping  of,  part  punishment  for  rais- 
ing or  knowingly  uttering  raised 
bills  of  credit 189,212,307 

EDUCATION.  See  College  and  Academy 
of  Philadelphia;  University  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

ELECTIONS.    See  Carlisle,   Borough  of. 

Places  of  holding  elections  in  Cum- 
berland and  Bedford  counties,   ..219-220 

Place  and  manner  of  holding  elections 
in   Washington    county,    273 

Time,  place  and  manner  of  electing 
burgesses,  town  clerks,  and  con- 
stable in  the  borough  of  Carlisle,. 426-427 

Time,  place  and  manner  of  electing 
supervisors  and  assessors  in  Car- 
lisle  433 

Borough  of  Carlisle  declared  to  be  one 
distinct  district  for  general  elec- 
tions,      439 

ELECTION  DISTRICTS. 

Borough  of  Carlisle  declared  to  be  one 
distinct  district  for  general  elec- 
tions  439 

EMBARGO.  See  Contraband;  Flour; 
Exports. 

Laid  for  a  limited  time  on  all  exports 
by  sea,    43 

Act  not  to  prevent  vessels  taking  on 
board  provisions  necessary  for  voy- 
age  43-44. 

Nor  to  extend  to  provisions  for  the 
use  of  the  armies  or  ships  of  the 
United  States  or  their  allies,    44 


Pact. 

EMBARGO— Continued. 

To  be  suspended  by  supreme  execu- 
tive council  upon  its  becoming  un- 
necessary     44 

Exports  attempted  to  be  shipped  in 
violation  of  act  to  be  forfeited,    ...    44 

Disposition   of  forfeited  exports,    ....    44 

Claim  for  seized  ship,  etc.,  not  to  be 
admitted  unless  security  be  entered,    45 

All  actions  against  officers  or  persons 
making  seizure  to  be  brought  with- 
in  three  months 45 

Act  laying  an  embargo  on  the  expor- 
tation of  provisions  by  sea,  con- 
tinued  223 

Flour  of  wheat  permitted  to  be  ex- 
ported by  sea  under  certain  limita- 
tions  and    restrictions 244 

Act  not  to  limit  power  of  president 
and  counci  lto  lay  embargoes  when- 
ever necessary,    247 

Act  to  revive  and  continue  act  for 
laying  an  embargo  on  the  exporta- 
tion of  provisions,   etc.,   repealed,..  267 

Supplement  to  act  regulating  naviga- 
tion and  trade,    418 

No  goods,  wares  or  merchandise,  pro- 
duced or  manufactured  by  Great 
Britain  to  be  imported  into  this 
state,    419 

All  such  goods  to  be  confiscated 419 

One-half  to  go  to  Informer  and  the 
other  half  to  the  commonwealth,..  419 

All  actions  under  act  against  im- 
porters to  be  brought  within  six 
months,     419 

Proviso  as  to  goods,  wares,  merchan- 
dise taken  as  prize 419 

Such  goods,  wares  and  merchandise 
not  to  be  imported  from  neutral 
ports,    429 

Captain,  etc.,  of  vessels  to  certify  that 
imported  goods  from  neutral  ports 
are  not  the  growth,  product,  etc., 
of   Great   Britain 429 

Such  goods  to  be  confiscated  if  cap- 
tain neglects  to  produce  certifi- 
cate  -.420-421 

Part  of  prior  act  regulating  navigation 
and   trade   repealed,    421 
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EMBEZZLEMENT. 

Of  any  bill,  note,  bond,  deed,  money, 
or  other  effects  from  the  bank  of 
North  America  to  be  punished  by 
death  without  benefit  of  clergy,    ..  384 

ESCUTCHEONS.    See  Bills  of  Credit 

ESSOIN. 

Not  allowed,    137,296 

ESTATES. 

Elizabeth  Allen  empowered  during  the 
minority  of  her  son  to  grant  and 
convey  sundry  lots  of  land  in  the 
town  of  Northampton,  county  of 
Northampton 496 

ESTREATS. 

All  fines,  etc.,  to  be  estreated  into  the 
supreme  court  every  April  and  Sep- 
tember,      134 

Penalty  for  violation 134-135 

Schedules  to  be  delivered  yearly  to 
sheriffs  and  prothonotary  of  the  su- 
preme court,  by  clerks  of  the  peace,  135 

Penalty    for   violation 135 

Justices  of  the  supreme  court  to  award 
process  for  levying  fines,    etc.,    ....  135 

Estreats  to  be  returned  upon  oath,...  136 

Form    of  oath 136 

Penalty  for  fraudulently  concealing 
fines,  etc.  , 136-137 

Penalty  for  failing  to  make  estreat  of 
fines,    etc 137 

Justices  of  the  supreme  court  to  view 
estreats  and  cause  prothonotary  to 
enroll   them,    137 

Justices  to  hear  complaints  concern- 
ing immoderate  fines,  etc.,  es- 
treated,      137 

Justices  to  appoint  a  clerk  of  the  es- 
treats  137 

Duties  of  clerk,    137 

Moneys  recovered  through  act  to  be 
paid  to  the  state  treasurer 138 

Compensation  for  state  treasurer  for 
receiving  and  handling 138 

Compensation  of  the  clerk  of  es- 
treats  138 

Secretary  of  supreme  executive  coun- 
cil to  certify  duties  arising  from 
tavern   and    other   licenses,    138 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal 138 


Pas*. 

ESTREATS— Continued. 

Former  act  for  recovery  of  3nes,  etc., 
repealed 139 

EVIDENCE. 

Certificate  of  auditors  appointed  to 
settle  public  accounts  to  be  conclu- 
sive in  action  of  debt  by  the  com- 
monwealth to  recover  amount  due,.    75 

No  set  off  in  such  case  to  be  ad- 
mitted,       75 

Attestations  of  the  register  of  the 
court  of  admiralty  to  be  received 
as,     104 

Defendants  in  actions  under  militia 
act  may  plead  general  issue  and  give 
act  and  special  matter  in 170-171 

Persons  sued  under  act  for  impost  on 
goods,  etc.,  may  plead  the  general 
Issue  and  give  act  and  special  mat- 
ter in  evidence, 256 

Grantees  under  act  for  the  better  sup- 
port of  the  public  credit  by  an  im- 
mediate sale  of  the  lands,  etc.,  to 
plead  the  general  issue  and  give 
act  in,  in  suits  brought  for  the  re- 
covery  of   such   lands 319 

Such  evidence  to  be  final  and  con- 
clusive against  any  such  claimant,  319 

Defendants  in  actions  brought  against 
them  for  doing  anything  in  pursu- 
ance of  act  to  plead  the  general  is- 
sue and  give  act  and  special  matter 
in  evidence 323 

Persons  sued  under  act  incorporating 
the  borough  of  Carlisle  may  plead 
the  general  issue  and  give  act  and 
special  matter  in  evidence,   448 

Defendant  in  certain  actions  to  plead 
the  general  issue  and  give  act  and 
special  matter  in  evidence 515 

EXCHANGE.    See  Bills  of  Credit. 

Rate  of,  between  continental  currency 
and  bills  of  credit  fixed,    251 

Such  rate  to  be  continued  until  Feb- 
ruary 1,    1781 251 

Supreme  executive  council  to  then 
publish  rate  of,  between  specie  and 
continental  money  monthly,    251 

Such  rate  to  be  the  rate  between  con- 
tinental money  and  bills  of  credit,  251 
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EXCHANGE. 

Rate  of  exchange  at  which  the  re- 
ceiver general  is  to  receive  the  £6 
sterling  for  every  100  acres  of  land, 
fixed,     860 

EXCISE. 

To  be  levied  and  collected  during 
remainder  of  ten  years  prescribed  in 
former  act,    130 

After  May  1,  1780  to  be  levied  and  paid 
in  wheat  as  fees  of  officers,    130 

Act  for  making  the  excise  on  wine, 
rum,   brandy,    etc.,    continued,    ....  299 

Retailers  to  still  take  permits  from 
the  collector  of  the,  and  give  him 
security 299 

Additional,  to  be  raised  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  government,    299 

Manner  and  mode  of  collecting,    300 

Compensation  of  collector  of 300 

State  treasurer  to  pay  money  arising 
under  act  as  directed  by  act  on  order 
of    assembly,     300 

No  other  excise  to  be  paid  than  im- 
posed by  act,    301 

EXECUTION. 

Outstanding  public  accounts  to  be  col- 
lected by,    196 

For  want  of  sufficient  distress  de- 
fendant to  be  imprisoned  until  sums 
due  and  costs  be  paid 196 

Rents,  etc.,  contracted  before  Janu- 
ary 1,  1777  to  be  sued  for  and  judg- 
ment obtained  and  execution  award- 
ed for  the  Interest,  damages  and 
costs,    etc 339 

Execution  not  to  issue  for  the  prin- 
cipal for  two  years  or  until  permis- 
sion be  given  by  act  of  assembly,.  339 

Interest  on  such  Judgments  to  be  paid 
annually,    340 

Defendants  not  having  sufficient  real 
estate  to  satisfy  Judgment  to  give 
security  for  the  same  before  depart- 
ing from  the  commonwealth,    340 

Upon  neglect  or  refusal  to  give  se- 
curity court  to  award  execution  for 
the  principal  as  well  as  the  Interest, 
etc 340 


Pace. 
EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTRATORS. 

Not  affected  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties  by  act  suppressing  public  auc- 
tions     17 

The  suspension  for  a  limited  time  of 
certain  acts  of  assembly  making 
bills  of  credit  of  the  U.  S.  legal 
tender,  not  to  extend  to  sheriffs,  at- 
torneys, guardians,  or,  etc.,  204-205 

EXPORTS.    See  Bread;  Flour. 

Embargo  laid  for  a  limited  time  on  all 
exports  by  sea 43 

Act  not  to  prevent  vessels  taking  on 
board  provisions  necessary  for  voy- 
age  43-44 

Nor  extend  to  provisions  for  the  use 
of  the  armies  or  ships  of  the  United 
States  or  their  allies 44 

Embargo  to  be  suspended  by  supreme 
executive  council  as  soon  as  it  be- 
comes unnecessary 44 

Attempted  to  be  shipped  in  violation 
of  act  to  be  forfeited,   44 

Disposition  of  forfeited  exports,    —    44 

Claim  for  seized  ship  not  to  be  ad- 
mitted unless  security  be  entered,.    46 

All  actions  against  officers  or  persons 
for  making  seizure  to  be  brought 
within  three  months,   46 

Act  laying  embargo  on  exportation  of 
provisions  by  sea,  continued,    228 

Flour  of  wheat  permitted  to  be  ex- 
ported by  sea  under  certain  limita- 
tions and  restrictions 244 

Act  to  revive  and  continue  act  for 
laying  an  embargo  on  the  exporta- 
tion of  provisions,   etc.,   repealed,..  267 

Act  to  permit  the  exportation  of  flour 
of  wheat,   partly  repealed,    267 

Supplement  to  act  preventing  the  ex- 
portation of  unmerchantable  bread 
and   flour 379 

Offering  flour  for  sale  packed  in  un- 
seasoned casks,  etc.,  prohibited,   ...  379 

Penalty   for  violation,    379 

Penalty  on  bolters,  etc.,  for  not  en- 
tering their   respective  brands,.. 379 -380 

Penalty  for  deficiency  of  weight  of 
flour    casks,    etc.,    380 

Casks  for  exportation  to  be  stamped 
with  the  letters  S.  P.,    380 
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EXPORTS— Continued. 

Casks  not  so  stamped  to  be  forfeited 
if  offered  for  exportation 380 

Middlings  for  exportation  to  be  brand- 
ed as  such,   380 

Fines  and  penalties  under  act,  how 
recoverable,    380 

Parts  of  prior  act  altered  and  re- 
pealed,      381 

Parts  of  act  to  permit  the  exporta- 
tion of  flour  of  wheat,  etc.,  re- 
pealed,      326 


F. 


FAIR  DEALING. 

Act  for  the  encouragement  of,  re- 
pealed,     176-176 

FAIRS. 

Burgesses,  etc.,  of  Carlisle,  to  have 
and  keep  two  markets  in  each  week 
and  two  fairs  In  each  year,  428 

FEDERAL    ARMY.    See   Armies    of   the 
United  States. 

FEES. 

Of  officer  appointed  for  granting  cer- 
tificates to  chimney  sweepers  in 
Philadelphia,    etc 7 

Of  certain  officers  of  the  state  to  be 
satisfied  in  wheat,    39-40 

Payment  of  fees  to  be  also  made  in 
lawful  money  of  this  state  or  of  the 
United  States  in  sums  proportioned 
to    value   of   wheat 40 

Offices  to  which  payment  of  fees  in 
wheat  shall  extend,   enumerated,  ..40-41 

Act  not  to  extend  to  fees  rated  by  the 
£  or  £100 41 

Of  clerk  and  register  of  the  high  court 
of  errors  and  appeals 57 

Of  Judge  of  admiralty  and  three  extra 
associate  judges  for  sitting  in  the 
high  court  of  errors  and  appeals,   ..    68 

Of  court  clerk  for  registering  slaves,    70 

Of  witnesses,  sheriffs,  etc.,  attending 
before  auditors  appointed  to  settle 
public  accounts 78 

To  be  paid  by  delinquents 78 

Of  auditors  appointed  to  settle  public 
accounts 79-80 


Pace 

FEES— Continued. 

Of  auctioneers 232 

Of  naval  officer,    267 

Of  signers  of  bills  of  credit 304 

Of  secretary  of  the  land  office,    309 

Of  receiver-general 310 

Of  surveyor-general,    310 

Of  county  commissioners  and  as- 
sessors,      235 

Of   tax   collectors,    335 

Of  receiver-general,    410-411 

And   mileage   of   sheriff,    coroner,    or 

other  process  server  and  witness -s,  454 
Of  regulators,    488 

FELONY.    See  Crimes. 

FERGUSON,   ELIZABETH. 

Forfeited  estate  of  Henry  Hugh  Fer- 
guson, traitor,  vested  in,  his  wife,  282 

FERGUSON,   HENRY  HUGH. 

Forfeited  estate  of,  traitor,  vested  in 
Elizabeth   Ferguson,    his   wife,    ....  282 

FERRIES. 

Wardens  of  Philadelphia  to  let  mar- 
ket-houses, wharves,  public  land- 
ing   places    and 201 

Treasurer  of  wardens  and  assessors 
to  receive  rents  from  market- 
houses,  wharves,  public  landing 
places   and,    201 

Owners  of  wharves,  public  landing 
places  and,  to  pay  their  rents  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  wardens  and 
assessors 202 

The  further  supplement  to  act  regu- 
lating nightly  watch,  etc.,  not  to 
extend  to  the  estate  and  interest  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  to  the  mid- 
dle ferry  on  Schuylkill  from  May  1, 
1780  to  May  1,  1781 208 

Unless  wardens  agree  with  president 
in  council  to  keep  such  bridge  in  re- 
pair,  etc.,    20S 

Established  on  the  Youghiogheny 
River 471 

Established  on  the  Monongahela 
River,   471-472 

Certain  rivers  declared  to  be  public 
highways,    472 
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Page. 
FIDUCIARIES. 

Agents,  factors,  etc.,  receiving  money 
and  applying  it  to  private  use  to  ac- 
count to  their  principal  for  as  much 
gold  and  silver  as  the  bills  of  credit 
so  received  were  worth  at  the  time 
of  application 341 

Agents,  factors,  etc.,  to  render  an- 
account  under  oath  of  the  profit  or 
loss  made  on  such  moneys,    342 

Principal   to  obtain   benefit  of  profit,  342 

Agents,  etc.,  refusing  to  make  such 
oath  to  account  for  money  the  same 
as  if  applied  to  private  use 342 

Moneys  paid  by  executors,  guar- 
dians and  other,  in  pursuance  of  act 
for  recruiting  the  Pennsylvania 
Line,  etc.,  to  be  allowed  in  the  set- 
tlement of  their  accounts 347 

FINES  AND  PENALTIES. 

For  chimney  sweepers  in  Philadel- 
phia, etc.,  neglecting  or  refusing  to 
obtain  certificates 6 

For  chimney  sweepers  neglecting  or 
refusing  to  wear  number  contained 
in  certificates  on  the  front  of  their 
by  action  of  debt 17 

For  chimney  sweepers  neglect  or  re- 
fusal to  sweep  chimneys  within  48 
hours  after  application 7 

For  persons  whose  unswept  chimneys 
take  fire  and  blaze  out  at  the  top,..      7 

On  chimney  sweepers  where  chimneys 
take  fire  and  blaze  out  at  the  top 
within  one  month  from  sweeping,..      7 

Arising  under  act  regulating  chimney 
sweepers,  in  Philadelphia,  etc.,  to 
be  recoverable  before  justices  of  the 
peace,   8 

Accruing  under  act  for  the  suppress- 
ing of  public  auction  to  be  recovered 
by  action  of  debt,   17 

Disposition  of 17 

Imposed  upon  trustees  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania  for  neglect  or 
refusal  to  deliver  up  books,  records, 
etc.,   to  successors,    29 

How  recoverable 29 

Punishment  for  officers  of  land  office, 
etc.,  refusing  to  deliver  up  books, 
papers,  etc.,  on  demand  of  president 
of  supreme  executive  counsel 88 


Pa**. 
MNES  AND  PENALTIES— Continued. 

To  be  computed  and  satisfied  in 
wheat 41 

For  neglect  or  refusal  to  deliver  up 
books,  papers,  etc.,  found  on  cap- 
tured   vessels,     99 

Act  to  restore  and  ascertain  the  value 
of  divers  fines  and  penalties,  106 

To  be  computed,  levied  and  satisfied 
in  same  manner  as  fees  are  com- 
puted under  act  for  support  of  cer- 
tain officers,   etc.,    107 

Certain  prior  acts  repealed,   108-109 

For  suffering  beasts  to  run  at  large 
in  Passyunk,  Moyamensing,  North- 
ern Liberties,  and  Germantown,  in- 
creased,    116 

Penalty  for  committing  trespass  or 
waste  on  unoccupied  lands,  etc.,   ..  127 

All  fines,  etc.,  to  be  estreated  into  the 
supreme  court  every  April  and  Sep- 
tember,      134 

Penalty  for  violation 134-135 

Schedules  to  be  delivered  yearly  to 
sheriffs  and  prothonotary  of  the  su- 
preme court,  by  clerks  of  the  peace,  136 

Penalty  for  violation 136 

Justices  of  the  supreme  court  to  award 
process   for  levying 136 

Estreats  to  be  returned  upon  oath,...  136 

Form    of   oath,    136 

Penalty  for  fraudulently  concealing, 
etc 136-137 

Penalty  for  failure  to  make  estreat  of, 
etc.,    137 

Justices  of  the  supreme  court  to  view 
estreat  and  cause  prothonotary  to 
enroll  them,    187 

Justices  to  hear  complaints  concern- 
ing immoderate  fines,  etc.,  es- 
treated  1 137 

Justices  to  appoint  a  clerk  of  the  es- 
treats  137 

Duties  of  clerk 187 

Moneys  recovered  through  act  to  be 
paid  to  the  state  treasurer,   138 

Compensation  for  state  treasurer  for 
receiving  and  handling 138 

Compensation  of  the  clerk  of  estreats,  138 

Secretary  of  supreme  executive  coun- 
cil to  certify  duties  arising  from 
tavern  and  other  licenses,    138 
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FINES  AND  PENALTIES— Continued. 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal 188 

Former  act  for  recovery  of  fines,  etc., 

repealed 189 

Penalty  for  militia  men  falling  to  meet 

on  days  of  exercise,  164-165 

How   recoverable,    156 

Disposition  of 156 

Penalty  for  refusing  to  perform  tour 

of  militia  duty 158 

Masters,  fathers,  etc.,  to  be  account- 
able for  the  fines  of  minors  and  ap- 
prentices,     169 

Imposed  under  militia  act,  how  re- 
coverable,      169 

t 
Penalty  for  raising  bills  of  credit,..  189 

On  delinquent  tax  collectors  in- 
creased,    196-197 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal  to  col- 
lect militia  fines,   '. .  .197-198 

For  neglect  or  refusal  of  clerk  of  the 
market  to  collect  rent  from  market- 
houses,  etc.,  and  properly  pay  over 
the   same,    202 

On  owners,  etc.,  of  ferries,  etc.,  neg- 
lecting to  pay  their  rents  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  wardens  and  as- 
sessors  202 

For  raising  or  knowingly  uttering 
raised  bills  of  credit,    212 

For  harboring  or  concealing  deserters 
from  the  allies  of  the  U.  S.,    214 

On  captains  and  masters  of  vessels 
harboring  deserters,    223 

Penalty  for  obstructing  search  for,  or 
refusing  to  deliver  up  deserters,    ..  224 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal  of  mar- 
shall  to  distribute  proceeds  of  prize 
sale  within  twenty  days 224-225 

Fines  and  penalties  for  neglect  of 
militia  duty  to  be  ascertained  and 
determined  by  price  of  labor  as  fixed 
by  the  general  assembly,    226 

Act  not  to  be  construed  to  alter,  miti- 
gate or  discharge  any  fine  or  penalty 
already   accrued,    226 

Lieutenants  or  sub- lieutenants  of 
militia  neglecting  or  refusing  to  de- 
liver up  to  their  successors  in  office 
books,  accounts,  etc.,  to  forfeit 
10,000£,    227 

For  selling  at  public  auction  without 
a  license,    230 
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FINES  AND  PENALTIES— Continued. 

Application  of,   280 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal  of  coun- 
ty commissioners  to  perform  duties 
under  act  for  recruiting  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Line,  etc.,   247-248 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal  of  as- 
sessors or  collectors  to  perform 
duties  under  same  act,   248 

Penalty  imposed  on  millers,  bolters 
and  bakers  for  neglect  or  refusal  to 
provide  brand  marks  and  enter  the 
same  with  the  clerk  of  the  quarter 
sessions,    289 

Penalty  for  putting  a  false  tare  on  any 
cask  of  bread,    290 

Penalty  for  failure  of  bakers  of  bread 
for  exportation  or  failure  to  deliver 
an  invoice  of  contents  of  casks  of 
bread,   etc 291 

Penalty  for  loading  for  exportation 
uninspected  flour,   291 

Penalty  for  hindering  or  preventing 
inspectors  of  flour  from  entering  ves- 
sels to  search  for  flour  intended  to 
be    illegally   exported 294 

Penalty  for  counterfeiting  brand 
marks,    first   offence,    294 

Arising  under  act  for  an  impost  on 
goods,  etc.,  imported  into  this  state, 
how  recoverable 266 

County  commissioners  neglecting  to 
perform  duties  required  by  act  for 
completing  the  quota  of  the  federal 
army  to  be  subject  to  a  £600  fine,..  262 

Assessors,  collectors,  etc.,  failing  to 
perform  duties  under  same  act  to 
be  subject  to  a  £100  fine,    262 

For  catching  fish  with  brush  nets  in 
the  Schuylkill  river,    271 

For  hindering  or  obstructing  persons 
removing  or  obstructing  brush  nets 
in  the  Schuylkill  river 271 

For  raising  or  knowingly  uttering 
raised  bills  of  credit, 307 

Penalty  on  surveyor-general  for  neg- 
lect or  refusal  to  make  returns  of 
certain  lands  within  a  limited  time,  312 

How   recoverable, 312 

Application  of,    312 

Penalty  on  assessors  and  tax  col- 
lectors for  neglect  or  refusal  to 
serve 338 
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FINES  AND  PENALTIES— Continued. 

On  county  commissioners  for  neglect 
or  refusal  to  perform  duties  under 
act  for  raising:  supplies  for  1781,    ..  336 

How  recoverable 336 

Parts  of  acts  imposing,  for  refusal  to 
accept  bills  of  credit  in  payments  of 
debts,  etc.,  repealed,   337-338 

All,  imposed  by  acts  of  assembly  to 
be  recovered  in  gold  and  silver,   ...  343 

For  offering  for  sale  flour  packed  in 
unseasoned  casks,  etc 379 

On  bolters,  etc.,  for  not  entering  their 
respective    brands,    380 

Fines  and  penalties  under  supplement 
to  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 
bread  and  flour  not  merchantable, 
how  recoverable,   380 

Penalty  for  concealing  property,  etc., 
in  order  to  escape  the  payment  of 
war  taxes 388 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal  of  as- 
sessors and  collectors  to  perform 
duties  under  act  for  raising  supplies 
for  1782,    393 

Manner  and  mode  of  collecting  fines, 
penalties  and  forfeitures  under  act 
incorporating  the  borough  of  Car- 
lisle  447 

For  prison  keepers  wilfully  or  negli- 
gently suffering  prisoners  of  war  to 
escape,   467 

For  concealing,  aiding  or  assisting 
prisoners  of  war  to  escape,   467 

For  laying  foundation  walls  in  Phila- 
delphia before  they  are  adjusted  and 
marked  by  the  regulators 487 

For  obstructing  commissioners  in 
Philadelphia  in  removing  trees 
growing  In  streets,    490 

Penalty  for  members  of  the  general 
assembly  neglecting  or  refusing  to 
attend  the  meetings  thereof,  on  the 
date  fixed  by  the  Constitution,  etc.,  606 
general  assembly  empowered  to  re- 
mit any  such  fines * 507 

Penalties  imposed  on  tax  collectors  in 
Southwark  to  be  recovered  by, 
action  of  debt,   616 

FISH.    See  Schuylkill  River. 

Not  to  be  caught  in  the  Schuylkill 
river  with  brush  nets,  etc.,   271 


P»ge. 
FISH— Continued. 

Penalty  for  violation,    271 

Penalty,   how  recoverable,    271 

Application   of   penalty,    271 

Limitations  and  restrictions  respect- 
ing the  catching  of  shad  by  seines  or 
nets  in  the  Schuylkill  river 271 

FLOOD      GATES.      Schuylkill      Point 
Meadows;  State  Island. 

FLOUR. 

Wheat  flour,  etc.,  to  be  received  in 
payment  of  taxes 198 

Flour  of  wheat  permitted  to  be  ex- 
ported by  sea  under  certain  limita- 
tions and  restrictions,   244 

Not  to  be  laden  on  board  any  vessel 
until  master  of  such  vessel  deliver 
to  naval  officer  a  memorial  in  writ- 
ing,      245 

Memorial  to  contain  the  design,  name, 
kind,  size  or  tonnage  of  vessel,  name 
of  owner,  etc.,  and  number  and  size 
of  guns  with  which  she  is  armed 
together  with  quantity  of  flour  to 
be  laden 246 

Naval  officer  to  take  bond  in  double 
the  value  of  flour  to  be  shipped  for 
faithful  compliance  of  master  with 
provisions  of  act,    245 

Naval  officer  then  to  grant  permit  for 
lading   of   same,     245 

All  flour  to  be  laden  within  forty  days 
within  date  of  permit  in  the  day 
time  and  at  some  unenclosed  wharf,  246 

All  suits  on  above  bonds  to  be  brought 
within   two   years,    246 

Burden  of  proof  in  actions  on  such 
bonds  to  He  upon  the  obligees,    ..245-246 

Ship  containing,  not  to  be  cleared 
until  master  produce  to  naval  offi- 
cer a  certificate  from  the  proper  offi- 
cer acknowledging  the  receipt  or 
tender  of  flour  at  market  price  for 
the  public  use  equal  to  one-third  of 
cargo,   246 

Supreme  executive  council  empower- 
ed to  take  off  such  restriction  when 
expedient,    246 

Act  not  to  discharge  master  of  ship 
from  delivering  to  naval  officer  a 
true  manifest  of  the  lading  thereof,  246 
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FLfOUR— Continued. 

Or  from  performing  any  requirement 
under  act  for  regulation  of  naviga- 
tion and  trade  of  this  state,    246 

Neglect  of  master  to  perform  such 
requirements  to  be  a  forfeiture  of 
his    bond,     247 

Fines,  penalties,  etc.,  under  prior  act 
to  be  imposed  unless  all  conditions 
of  this  act,  etc.,  have  been  complied 
with,    247 

Act  not  to  limit  power  of  president 
and  council,  to  lay  embargoes  when- 
ever necessary 247 

Act  to  permit  the  exportation  of  flour 
of  wheat,   partly  repealed,    267 

Certain  acts  preventing  the  exporta- 
tion of  bread  and  flour  not  mer- 
chantable, repealed,  after  Oct.  1, 
1781 289 

Millers  and  bolters  allowed  until  then 
to  dispose  of,  for  exportation  their 
flour  in  barrels  in  any  dimension,..  289 

Size  of  casks  used  in  exporting,  regu- 
lated,      289 

Casks  to  be  of  three  distinct  sizes,   ..  289 

Millers,  bolters  and  bakers  to  provide 
brand  marks  and  enter  them  with 
the  clerk  of  the  quarter  sessions 
with  their  names  and  places  of 
abode 289 

Penalty  for  violation 289 

Millers,  bolters  or  bakers  to  brand 
each  cask  of  flour  or  bread  before 
removing  same  from  place  where 
bolted   or   baked,    289 

Miller  or  bolter  to  brand  each  cask  of 
flour  according  to  the  respective  di- 
ameters,   and   weight,    289 

Penalty   for  violation,    290 

Flour  bolted  for  exportation  to  be  of 
due    fineness,    290 

Casks  of  flour  to  be  weighed  and  tare 
marked  thereon,    290 

Penalty  for  putting  a  false  tare  on  any 
cask  of  bread 290 

Powers  of  bread  inspectors  and  their 
deputies 290 

Bakers  of  bread  for  exportation  to  de- 
liver an  invoice  of  contents  with  the 
bread,  with  brand  mark  and  name, 
etc 291 

Penalty  for  violation,    291 


FLOUR— Continued. 

Bakers   to   forfeit    bread    and    casks 

falsely  invoiced,    291 

Wagons,  etc.,  conveying  flour  and 
bread  from  mill,  etc.,  to  place  of  ex- 
portation, etc.,  to  have  a  covering, 
etc.,    291 

Flour  not  to  be  left  at  any  landing 
place  except  it  be  in  a  sheltered 
position,    291 

Flour  or  bread  not  to  be  carried  from 
mill,  etc.,  to  place  of  exportation, 
etc.,  in  open  boats,  etc.,  without  a 
covering 291 

Carrier  of  bread  and  flour  to  forfeit 
one  shilling  per  cask  where  the  same 
gets  wet  or  damaged  through  his 
negligence,    291 

Flour  intended  for  exportation  to  be 
inspected 291 

Penalty  for  loading  uninspected  flour,  291 

Merchantable  flour  to  be  branded  with 
the   states'   arms,    etc 292 

Compensation   of  inspector 292 

Owner  of  unmerchantable  flour  to  pay 
inspectors'  fees,   292 

Fees  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt 
where  owner  refuses  to  pay,    292 

Flour  attempted  to  be  exported  with- 
out being  branded  to  be  forfeited,..  292 

Manner  of  proceeding  In  cases  of  dis- 
pute respecting  the  fineness,  etc.,  of 
flour,    etc i 292 

Masters  of  ships,  etc.,  to  set  forth  in 
their  manifest,  etc.,  the  number  of 
barrels  of  flour  shipped,  and  the  per- 
sons shipping   the  same,    293 

Penalty  for  failure  to  make  return  of 
manifest  to  naval  officer,    29S 

Inspectors  to  have  the  power  to  enter 
on  board  vessels  to  search  for  flour 
intended  to  be  illegally  exported,   ..  294 

Penalty  for  hindering  or  preventing 
inspector  from  so  doing 294 

Penalty  for  counterfeiting  brand 
marks- 294 

Inspectors  not  to  trade  in  flour 294 

Penalty  for  violation 294 

Penalty,    how  recoverable,    294 

Application   of  penalty,    294 

Inspectors  empowered  to  appoint 
deputies,     294 

Oath  of   deputy 294 
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FLOUR— Continued. 

Oath    of  deputy 295 

Oath  to  be  administered  by  a  justice 
of    the    peace,     295 

Fines  and  forfeitures  arising  under 
act,    how  recoverable,    295 

Application    of,    295 

Inspectors  appointed  throughout  the 
different    counties 295 

Term  of  office  of  inspector 295 

Vacancies,  how  filled 295-296 

Parts  of  act  to  permit  the  exporta- 
tion of  flour  of  wheat,  etc.,  re- 
pealed  . 326 

Supplement  to  act  preventing  the  ex- 
portation of  unmerchantable  bread 
and  flour 379 

Offering  flour  for  sale  packed  in  un- 
seasoned casks,    etc.,   prohibited,...  379 

Penalty   for  violation 379 

Penalty  on  bolters,  etc.,  for  not  en- 
tering their  respective  brands,  ...379-380 

Penalty  for  deficiency  of  weight  of 
flour   casks,    etc 380 

Casks  for  exportation  to  be  stamped 
with  the  letters  S.  P 380 

Casks  not  so  stamped  to  be  forfeited 
if  offered  for  exportation 380 

Middlings  for  exportation  to  be  brand- 
ed   as   such 380 

Fines  and  penalties  under  act,  how 
recoverable,    380 

Parts  of  prior  act  altered  and  re- 
pealed,     381 

FOREIGN  COLORS. 

Trial  and  punishment  of  subjects  of 
this  state  or  any  of  the  U.  S.  com- 
mitting piracy,   etc.,   under  foreign 

colors 222 

FORFEITED  ESTATES. 

Of  Henry  Hugh  Ferguson  traitor, 
vested  in  Elizabeth  Ferguson,  his 
wife,    282 

Supreme  executive  council  to  order 
sale  of  all  estates  forfeited  under 
act  to  adjust  the  accounts  of  the 
Pennsylvania  troops ,   etc 317 

Such  sales  to  be  made  on  or  before 
May  10,    1781 317 

Money  arising  therefrom  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  uses  and  purposes  speci- 
fied in  act,    317 


Page. 
FORFEITED  LANDS.    See  Forfeited  Es- 
tates. 

FORFEITURE. 

Part  punishment  for  counterfeiting, 
raising  or  knowingly  uttering  coun- 
terfeited or  raised,  bills  of  credit, 
loan-office  certificates  or  bills  of  ex- 
change,        15 

Penalty  for  unlawfully  hawking  or 
peddling 21 

All  ships  unlawfully  laden  with  ex- 
ports to  be  seized  and  forfeited,    ..    44 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal  to  de- 
liver up  books,  papers,  etc.,  found 
on  captured  vessel,   99 

Swine  found  running  at  large  in  Pass- 
yunk,  Moyamensing,  Northern  Lib- 
erties, Germantown  and  Bristol,  to 
be   forfeited,    116 

Disposition  of 116-117 

Penalty  for  quartermasters,  forage- 
masters,  etc.,  purchasing  wheat, 
etc.,   in  violation  of  act 182 

Part  punishment  for  counterfeiting, 
raising  or  knowingly  uttering  coun- 
terfeit  or  raised  bills   of  credit,    ..  212 

Part  punishment  for  counterfeiting, 
raising  or  knowingly  uttering  raised 
bills  of  credit 189 

Penalty  for  refusing  to  take  bills  of 
credit,  in  payment  of  goods,  etc.,..  242 

Persons  refusing  to  accept  bills  of 
credit  equal  in  value  to  gold  and 
silver  for  goods,  etc.,  to  forfeit 
double  the  value  of  the  article  so 
exposed  to  sale,    250 

For  second  offense  offender  to  suffer 
imprisonment  and  forfeit  one-half 
of  all  his  or  her  goods,  etc.,   250 

Penalty  imposed  on  masters  of  ships 
unloading  imported  goods  without  a 
permit 256 

Penalty  imposed  on  master  of  ship  for 
refusing  to  exhibit  the  manifest  of 
his  cargo,    *....  256 

Part  punishment  for  counterfeiting, 
forging,  raising,  or  knowingly  utter- 
ing counterfeited,  forged  or  raised 
bills   of   credit 307 

Flour  casks  not  stamped  with  the  let- 
ters S.  P.  to  be  forfeited  if  offered 
for  exportation 380 
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FORFEITURE— Continued. 

Penalty  for  importing:  goods,  wares, 
merchandise  produced  or  manu- 
factured by  Great  Britain,    419 

Manner  and  mode  of  collecting  fines, 
penalties  and  forfeitures  under  act  in- 
corporating the  borough  of  Carlisle,  447 

FORESTALLING. 

Act  for  preventing  repealed 175-176 

FORGERY. 

Penalty  for  counterfeiting  or  forging 
continental  loan  office  certificates, 
continental  loan  office  bills  of  ex- 
change or  paper  money  of  the  United 

States ? 16-16 

Of  bills  of  credit  to  be  punished  by 
death,   189,212,307 

FRANCE. 

Goods,  etc.,  imported  from  France, 
Spain,  or  the  United  Provinces,  not 
to  be  treated  as  contraband,    498 

All  Subjects  of  His  Most  Christian 
Majesty  entitled  to  the  rights  and 
privileges  stipulated  in  their  behalf 
by  the  11th  Article  of  the  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  concluded  be- 
tween him  and  the  U.  S.  of  America,  BIO 

Act  to  take  effect  as  of  February  6th, 
1778 510 

FREEDOM  DUES. 

Negro  and  mulatto  children  born  after 
March  1,  1780,  of  slaves  to  be  en- 
titled to,  upon  attaining  the  age 
of  28,    69 

FRONTIERS.    See  Militia. 

One  extra  company  of  the  militia  to 
be  raised  for  the  defense  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  state 873 

To  be  clothed,  etc.,  by  and  be  under 
the  direction  of  the  supreme  execu- 
tive council,    373 

Supreme  executive  council  to  appoint 
and  commission  the  officers  of  said 
company 873 

Officers  to  be  taken  from  those  of  the 
Pennsylvania  line  who  are  on  half 
pay,    374 

Compensation  of  recruits,    374 


FRONTIERS— Continued. 

Inhabitants  waylaying  and  annoying 
the  enemy  in  their  incursions  and 
depredations  to  be  entitled  to  militia 
pay  and  rations 374 

Supreme  executive  council  to  draw 
on  the  treasury  for  such  necessary 
sums,    374 

Forces  raised  under  act  to  be  bound 
by  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States 374-375 

Supreme  executive  council  empower- 
ed to  order  all  of  troops  or  any  ex- 
pedition against  the  savages  or  other 
enemies  on  the  frontiers  of  the  state,  375 

Taxes  due  by  persons  driven  from 
their  homes  to  be  levied  proportion- 
ately on  the  other  parts  of  the  coun- 
ties  375 

County  commissioners  authorised  to 
exonerate  from  taxation  inhabitants 
who  have  been  so  driven  off  and  dis- 
tressed by  the  enemy 375 

Also  to  exonerate  those  inhabitants 
who  stay  on  the  frontiers  for  the 
purpose  of  its  defense,   376 

Commissioners  to  transmit  to  general 
assembly  a  list  of  the  names,  etc., 
of  the  persons  so  exonerated 376 

Supreme  executive  council  authorized 
to  borrow  enough  to  defend  the  fron- 
tiers and  for  the  other  exigencies  of 
government,     492 

Loan  not  to  exceed  30, 000 £ 492 

Interest  thereon  not  to  exceed  6  per 
cent,   per  annum 492 

Duties  arising  on  liquors,  revenues 
from  sales  at  vendues,  fines  and 
penalties  from  naval  and  excise 
officers,  and  moneys  arising  from 
marriage,  tavern  and  other  licenses 
pledged  as  funds  for  the  payment 
thereof,    493 

Supreme  executive  council  empower- 
ed to  apply  the  same  to  that  pur- 
pose,     493 

Faith  and  honor  of  the  state  pledged 
to  make  up  and  pay  off  any  defi- 
ciency,     493 

Act  to  enable  the  supreme  executive 
council  to  negotiate  loans,  etc.,  for 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers  and  sup- 
port of  government,    repealed,    534 
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GALLOWAY,   JOSEPH. 

House  and  lots  on  High,  Minor  and 
Sixth  Sts.,  Philadelphia  owned  by, 
before  his  attainder,  vested  in  the 
commonwealth ,    48-50 

GAOL  DELIVERY. 

Courts  of,   to  be  held  in  Washington 
county  in  like  manner  as  elsewhere,  274 
GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 

Fees  of  representatives  to  be  paid  in 
wheat 41 

Fees  of  clerk  of,  to  be  paid  in  wheat,    41 

Washington  county  to  have  two  rep- 
resentatives  in    the,    273 

Members  neglecting  or  refusing  to  at- 
tend on  the  date  fixed  by  the  Con- 
stitution, etc.,   to  be  fined  15£ 506 

Members  duly  elected  who  give  writ- 
ten notice  of  their  refusal  to  serve 
within  15  days  after  receiving  notice 
of  their  election  excepted,    606 

Members  of  the,  after  15  days,  to 
make  out  a  list  of  delinquents,  and 
transmit  it  to  the  supreme  execu- 
tive council 607 

Supreme  executive  council  to  require 
attorney  general  to  sue  for  and  re- 
cover from  delinquents  the  fines  pre- 
scribed   by   act 607 

Empowered  to  remit  any  fines  re- 
covered  under   act,    507 

GENERAL  ISSUE. 

Defendants  in  action  under  militia  act 
may  plead,  and  give  act  and  special 
matter  in  evidence 170-171 

May  be  pleaded  in  actions  under  act 
for  an  impost  on  goods 266 

Grantees  under  act  for  the  better  sup- 
port of  the  public  credit  by  an  im- 
mediate sale  of  such  lands,  etc.,  to 
plead  the,  and  give  act  in  evidence 
in  suits  brought  for  the  recovery  of 
such  lands 819 

In  suits  brought  under  said  act  de- 
fendant may  plead  the,  and  give  act 
and  special  matter  in  evidence,    ...  328 

Persons  sued  under  act  incorporating 
the  borough  of  Carlisle  may  plead 
the  general  issue  and  give  act  and 

special  matter  in  evidence 448 

37— X 


Pace 
GERMAN  LUTHERN  CONGREGATION. 
Charter  of,   confirmed  and  amended,.    83 
Fundamental  articles  of,  confirmed,..    83 
Clause    in    former    charter    requiring 
rules  and  by-laws,   etc.,   not  to  be 
repugnant  to  laws  of  Great  Britain, 

annulled,    83-84 

Present  officers  of  the,  enumerated,..    84 

Office   of  rector  abolished,    84 

Elections  of  officers,   etc.,    84-86 

Filling  of  vacancy,    kti 

Minors  under  18  not  entitled  to  vote,    86 

Elections  to  be  by  ballot 86 

Members   only,    entitled,    87 

To     elect     president,     secretary     and 

treasurer,   87 

Two-thirds     of     members    to    be    a 

quorum 87 

Empowered  to  erect  additional  church 
and  hold  other  real  estate,   87-88 

GERMAN  SOCIETY. 

For  the  relief  of  distressed  Germans 
in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  incor- 
porated   356-357 

Name,  style  and  title  of,    357 

Powers,    franchises,    etc.,    of,    357 

To  hold  estates  heretofore  granted  to 

the  society 357 

And  the  acquired  additional  property, 

etc 357 

Quarterly  meetings  of  the,   358 

Election  of  new  members,    368 

Membership  of  the,  not  to  be  less  than 

75  nor  more  than  300 368 

Empowered  to  make  rules,   by  laws, 

etc 358 

Rules,  by  laws,  etc.,  not  to  be  re- 
pugnant to  laws  of  the  state,   358 

To  keep  minutes  of  all  proceedings,  ..  358 
Minute  book  to  be  open  to  the  inspec- 
tion, etc 358-369 

Officers  of  the,  to  be  elected  annually,  369 

Filling   of   vacancy 359 

Application    of    rents,     interest    and 

profits,   etc.,   belonging  to  the 369 

Proviso    regarding    the    disposal     of 

money,    etc 369-360 

Officers  of  the,  to  serve  without  pay,  360 

To  have  a  common  seal,    860 

Empowered  to  sue  and  be  sued,  etc,  360 
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Yearly  value  of  real  estate  and  Inter- 
est on  money  exclusive  of  stated 
subscriptions,  limited  to  £2,600  an- 
nually  860 

OERMANTOWN. 

Act  to  prevent  trespassing  upon  un- 
enclosed grounds  in  Moyamenslng, 
Northern  Liberties,  Passyunk,  and, 
revived,     116 

Penalty  for  suffering  beasts  to  run  at 
large  in,   increased 116 

Running  at  large  of  swine  in,  pro- 
hibited,      116 

Such  swine  to  be  forfeited,    116 

Disposition  of  forfeiture 116-117 

Person  aggrieved  by  seizure  of  swine 
to  have  appeal  to  Justice  of  the 
peace,     117 

Party  appealing  to  forfeit  40s.  where 
seizure  is  confirmed,    117 

Act  not  to  extend  to  any  part  of, 
northwestward  of  Livezey's  lane,..  117 

Act  to  prevent  the  trespassing  upon 
the  unenclosed  grounds  of  Passyunk, 
Moyamenslng,  Northern  Liberties, 
Bristol  and,    revived,    283 

GOLD.    See  Bills  of  Credit. 

Certain  acts  of  assembly  making  bills 
of  credit  of  the  U.  S.  legal  tender 
equal  to  gold  and  silver  suspended 
for  a  limited  time 204 

Act  not  to  extend  to  any  debt  or  con- 
tract made  after  November  1,  1779, 
upon  which  suit  has  actually  been 
brought 204 

Nor  to  sheriffs,  attorneys,  executors, 
guardians,    etc 204 

Act  to  suspend  laws,  making  the  bills 
of  credit  of  the  U.  S.  legal  tender, 
in  payment  of  debts,  equal  to,  and 
silver,  continued,    229 

Duration  of  act  limited,    229 

Value  of  bills  of  credit  compared  with 
gold  and  silver,   249-250 

Duties  under  act  for  an  impost  on 
goods,  etc.,  to  be  paid  in,  or  silver 
as  they  passed  in  1775  or  other 
money  equivalent 257 

Certain  war  taxes  to  be  paid  in,  or 
silver   only 335 


P»S«. 

GOLD— Continued. 

Proviso  as  to  persons  who  have  taken 

the     oath     of     allegiance     to     this 

state 335-336 

All  fines  imposed  by  acts  of  assembly 

to  be  recovered  in,  or  silver,  etc.,..  343 
Certain  war  taxes  to  be  paid  in  gold 

and  silver  only,    399 

GOVERNMENT. 

Act  for  the  support  of  the,  making 
excise  on  wine,  rum,  etc.,  more 
equal,   amended  and  continued,    ...  299 

Act  for  the  support  of  the 376 

Supreme  executive  council  authorized 
to  borrow  enough  to  defend  the  fron- 
tiers, and  for  the  other  exigencies 
of  government 492 

Loan  not  to  exceed  30, 000 £ 492 

Interest  thereon  not  to  exceed  6  per 
cent,    per    annum 492 

Duties  arising  on  liquors,  revenues 
from  sales  at  vendues,  fines  and 
penalties  from  naval  and  excise  offi- 
cers, and  moneys  arising  from  mar- 
riage, tavern  and  other  licenses, 
pledged  as  funds  for  the  payment 
thereof 493 

Supreme  executive  council  empow- 
ered to  apply  the  same  to  that  pur- 
pose,      493 

Faith  and  honor  of  the  state  pledged 
to  make  up  and  pay  off  any  defi- 
ciency  493 

Act  to  enable  the  supreme  executive 
council  to  negotiate  loans,  etc.,  for 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers  and 
support  of  government,   repealed,..  534 

GRAEME  PARK. 

In  Harsham  township,  Philadelphia, 
county,  forfeited  by  Henry  Hugh 
Ferguson,  traitor,  vested  in  Eliza- 
beth, his  wife 281-282 

GRAIN.    See  Exports;   Flour. 
GREAT  MUD  ISLAND. 

Vested  in  the  commonwealth 49 

GUARDIANS. 

The  suspension  for  a  limited  time  of 
certain  acts  of  assembly  making 
bills  of  credit  of  the  U.  S.  legal 
tender,  not  to  extend  to  attorneys, 
executors,  sheriffs,  or,  etc.,  204-205 
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GUARDIANS      OP      THE      POOR.    See 
Overseers  of  the  Poor;  Poor. 

GUEST,  HENRY. 

Given  sole  right  for  five  years  of 
manufacturing  oil  and  blubber  from 

materials  discovered  by  him,    132 

All  other  persons  prohibited 132 

Penalty  for  violation 132 

To  lodge  a  sample  of  materials  used 

with  the   clerk  of  assembly,    133 

And  also  to  publish  the  same 133 

GUN  POWDER. 

Not  more  than  25  lbs.  to  be  kept  stored 
in  one  house  in  Carlisle,   444 

H. 

HAWKERS. 

Male  persons  capable  of  bearing  arms 

not  to  be,   or  pedlars,    21 

Penalty  .for  violation 21 

Disposition  of  penalty 22 

Prior  act  repealed,    22 

HEALTH  OFFICER. 

Fees  of,  to  be  paid  in  wheat,  41 

HICKS,  GILES. 

Divorce    of   Giles   Hicks   and   Hester 

Hicks 268 

Authorized  and  empowered  to  re- 
marry  269 

HIGH   COURT   OF  ERRORS  AND  AP- 
PEALS. 

Established,    52 

Jurisdiction  of,   53-54 

To  be  composed  of  the  president  of 
the  supreme  executive  council,  the 
Judges  of  the  supreme  court,  the 
judge  of  admiralty  and  three  per- 
sons of  integrity  and  ability 54 

Appeals  from  supreme  court,  court 
of  admiralty  and  register  of  wills  to 

lie   to 64 

Justices  of  the  supreme  court  or  judge 
of  admiralty  not  to  sit  in  cases  heard 

and  determined  by  them,   54-55 

No  appeal  to  lie  to  the,  unless  the 
matter  in  controversy  exceed  the 
value  of  four  hundred  bushels  of 
wheat,    55 


HIGH  COURT  OF  ERRORS  AND  AP- 
PEALS—Continued. 

Appellant  to  give  security  in  double 
the  amount  in  dispute,  to  prosecute 
his  appeal  with  effect,    55 

Appellee  to  have  double  costs  where 
Judgment  is   affirmed 55 

Each  party  to  pay  their  own  costs 
where  the  Judgment  is  reversed,    ..    55 

Depositions  taken  before  the  register 
of  wills  to  be  in  writing  and  made 
part  of  the  record  in  appeals  to  the,    56 

Where  register  sends  an  issue  to  the 
common  pleas,  the  facts  decided  by 
the  verdict  of  a  jury  not  to  be  re- 
examined on  appeal,   56 

Appeal  from  decree  of  register  con- 
cerning validity  of  a  will,  etc.,  not 
to  act  as  a  supersedeas  where  exe- 
cutor gives  security 56 

Appeals  made  before  July  4,  1776  to 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  in  council 
and  not  determined  may  be  renewed 
in  the,    56 

Time  and  place  of  holding,   67 

May  compel  the  attendance  of  sheriffs, 
coroners  and  constables,   etc 57 

Appointment  of  clerk  and  register  of,    57 

Fees  of  clerk  and  register  of 67 

Time  of  taking  appeals  limited  to 
twenty   years 57 

Except  where  appellant  is  a  minor, 
feme  covert,  non  compos  mentis  or 
in  prison,    • 57 

Compensation  of  judge  of  admiralty 
and  three  extra  associate  Judges,..    58 

HIGH  SEAS.    See  Admiralty. 

HIGHWAYS.  See  Public  Highways; 
Streets. 

Palmer's  Lane  in  the  Northern  Liber- 
ties, vacated 174 

Northern  line  of  Vine  street  and 
southern  line  of  Cedar  street  to  be 
marked  out  by  regulators  of  Phila- 
delphia City  assisted  by  regulators 
of  the  Northern  Liberties,    487 

Expense  thereof  to  be  borne  propor- 
tionately by  the  said  city  and  dis- 
trict,     487-488 

All  streets,  etc.,  in  Philadelphia  dedi- 
cated to  public  use  declared  to  be 
highways,    489 
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HIGHWAYS  -Continued. 

All  streets  laid  out  by  supreme  ex- 
ecutive council  declared  to  be  high- 
ways  489 

No  length  of  time  to  bar  the  removal 
of  nuisances  from  public  streets,  .439-490 

Commissioners  to  remove  trees  grow- 
ing In  the  streets 490 

Penalty  for  obstructing  them  in  so  do- 
ing  490 

Regulations    respecting    grates    over 

vaults  in  streets 491 

HIGHWAY  TAXES. 

To  be  laid  and  assessed  according  to 
state  tax 140 

Act  not  to  extend  to  state  tax  on 
ready  money,    140 

Nor  to  prevent  appeals  or  alter  mode 
of   collecting  same 140 

Nor  to  alter  mode  of  taxation  in  coun- 
ties where  state  tax  has  not  been 
laid  within  twelve  months,    140 

Proceedings  of  appeal  from,    140-141 

Tax  on  real  estate  transferred  to  be 
charged  to  buyers,   140-141 

Goods  of  tenant  of  non-resident  owner 
subject  to  distress  for,    141 

Distress  to  be  deducted  from  rent,   ..  141 

Act  not  to  affect  existing  contracts 
between  landlord  and  tenant  as  to 
payment  of,    142 

Nor  to  repeal  aot  for  raising  additional 
sum   of  $5,700,000,    142 

Compensation  of  county  commission- 
ers and  assessors  to  be  satisfied  in 

wheat,    142 

HORSES. 

Auctioneers  to  keep  a  register  of  all 
horses  sold,  231-232 

Register  to  be  a  public  record  and 
open  for  Inspection,    232 

Auctioneers  entitled  to  a  fee  of  two 
dollars  for  every  inspection  of  reg- 
ister and  six  dollars  for  every  copy 
thereof 232 

Register  to  be  given  in  evidence  upon 
trial  respecting  property  of  horse, 
etc 232 

Sale  of  stolen  horses  by  auctioneers 
not  to  be  deemed  a  public  sale  In 
market  overt  so  as  to  change  the 
property    thereof 232 


Pas*. 

HORSE  STEALING. 

Defined H3 

Penalty  for  first  offence,    113 

Penalty  for  second  offence,    113 

Horse  thief  not  to  be  bailed  unless  by 

a  judge  of  the  supreme  court 113 

Certain  prior  acts  repealed 113 

HORSE  THIEF.    See  Horse  Stealing. 

HOUSEHOLDERS. 

Removing  from  one  township  to  an- 
other not  prevented  from  selling 
household  goods,  etc.,  by  public 
auction,   17 

L 

IMPARLANCE. 

More  than  one,  not  allowed,  ...137,295,616 

IMPORTS.    See  Tariff. 

Supplement  to  act  regulating  navi- 
gation and  trade,    418 

No  goods,  wares,  merchandise  pro- 
duced or  manufactured  by  Great 
Britain  to  be  imported  into  this 
state 419 

All  such  goods  to  be  confiscated,    ...  419 

One-half  to  go  to  informer  and  the 
other  half  to  the  commonwealth,    ..  419 

All  actions  under  act  against  im- 
porters to  be  brought  within  six 
months,     419 

Proviso  as  to  goods,  wares,  merchan- 
dise taken  as  prize,    419 

Such  goods,  wares  and  merchandise 
not  to  be  imported  from  neutral 
ports,    420 

Captain,  etc.,  of  vessels  to  certify  that 
imported  goods  from  neutral  ports 
are  not  the  growth,  product,  etc.,  of 
Great  Brita*n 420 

SUch  goods  to  be  confiscated  if  captain 
neglects  to  produce  certificate,  ...420-421 

Part  of  prior  act  regulating  naviga- 
tion and  trade  repealed,    421 

IMPOSTS.    See  Excise. 

Duties  on  imported  goods,  etc.,   253 

Imported  goods  together  with  the 
casks,  etc.,  to  vest  in  the  common- 
wealth, where  naval  officer  tenders 
to  importer  the  value  of  goods  and 
10  per   cent,    increase 253 
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IMPOSTS— Continued. 

Importer  liable  for  freight,  etc.,  ac- 
cruing previous  +o  landing,  etc.,  ...  253 
Commonwealth  to  recover  possession 
of  such  goods  by  action  of  detinue, 
trover  and  conversion,  or  replevin,  253 
Naval  officer  upon  due  entry  of 
goods,  etc.,  and  payment  of  or  se- 
curing the  duties  imposed  by  act  to 

grant  a  permit  for  landing 253-254 

Where  goods,  etc.,  remain  in  vessel 
ten  days  after  the  arrival  thereof, 
without  the  duty  being  paid  or  se- 
cured, master  to  deliver  same  to 
naval  officer  to  be  warehoused  and 
kept  at  owner's  risk  and  expense,..  254 
Naval  officer  to  keep  all  such  goods 
except  they  be  perishable  for  three 
months  and  then  have  them  ap- 
praised and  sold  at  auction 254 

Moneys  arising  therefrom  after  pay- 
ment of  duty  and  charges  to  be 
lodged  with  state  treasurer  for  use 

of  owner 254 

Masters  of  ships  not  to  unload  with- 
out  permit,    264 

Penalty  for  violation,    255 

Naval  officer,  his  deputy  and  assist- 
ants to  enter  vessels  and  suspected 
houses  in  search  of  concealed  goods 

liable  to  duty,   265 

In  case  of  opposition  or  refusal  naval 
officer  to  obtain  a  writ  of  assistance 
from  two  justices  of  the  supreme 
court  or  of  the  peace  and  break  open 

doors,  etc.,    266 

No  search  to  be  made  of  any  dwelling 
until  due  cause  of  suspicion  be  shown 
to  satisfaction  of  a  justice  either  of 
the  supreme  court  or  of  the  peace,.  255 
Persons  trading  In  the  Delaware  and 
coming  into  port  with  goods  in  ves- 
sels liable  to  duties  to  comply  with 

provisions  of  act 255 

River  vessels  not  required  to  pay  more 
than  two  shillings  for  exhibiting  a 
manifest  of  goods  liable  to  duty,   ..  255 
Master   refusing   to   exhibit   manifest 

to  forfeit   £1,000,    256 

Fines,   penalties  and    forfeitures    in- 
curred under  act,  how  recoverable,  256 
Application  of,   256 


Pace. 
IMPOSTS— Continued. 

In     actions     against     goods     seized, 
burden  of  proof  to  lie  upon  claimant 

instead  of  prosecutor,    256 

Claimant  to   enter  security  for  costs 

before  instituting  action,    256 

Naval  officer  or  person  sued  under  act 
may  plead  the  general  issue  and  give 
act  and  special  matter  in  evidence,  266 
Defendant  to  have  treble  costs  where 
plaintiff  becomes  nonsuit,  discon- 
tinues or  has  Judgment  pass  against 

him 256-257 

All  suits  under  act  to  be  brought  with- 
in one  year  from  time  of  injury,  257 

Naval  officer  to  keep  fair  accounts, 
etc.,  and  pay  over  balance  monthly 

to  state  treasurer,    257 

Naval  officer  to  submit  all  his  books 
and  papers  to  the  inspection  of  the 

president  and  council 257 

Naval  officer  to  annually  settle  his 
accounts   with   the   auditors  of   the 

public  accounts,  257 

Compensation  of  naval  officer,    257 

Duties  to  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver  as 
they  passed  in  1775  or  other  money 

equivalent,    257 

Fines,    penalties,    etc.,    to   be   levied, 

satisfied  and  paid  accordingly 257 

Bond  of  naval  officer,   257 

Sureties  on  such  bonds  to  be  approved 

of  by  the  president  and  council,  .257-268 
Bond  to  be  filed  and  recorded  with  the 
secretary  of  the  supreme  executive 

council 258 

Naval  officer  to  appoint  a  deputy, 258 

Act  not  to  give  authority  to  collect 
duty  on   common   salt,    gunpowder, 

etc.,    268 

Amount  of  loans  negotiated  under 
resolutions  of  May  29,  1780  to  be  set 
apart  in  hands  of  state  treasurer 
subject  to  orders  of  supreme  execu- 
tive council  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
charging such  loans   together   with 

interest  thereon 258 

United  States  authorized  to  levy  five 
per  cent,  ad  valorem  duty  on  Im- 
ports,      297 

Arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  wool 
cards,  cotton  cards  and  wire  for 
making  them,  and  salt,  excepted,..  297 
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IMPOSTS— Continued. 

Authorities  to  levy  a  like  duty  on 
prizes  and  prize  goods  condemned  by 
the  admiralty  court 297 

Congress  to  appoint  collectors  for  col- 
lecting: same,   298 

Moneys  arising  from  such  duties  to  be 
appropriated  in  payment  of  debts, 
contracted  on  the  faith  of  the  U.  S. 
for  the  support  of  the  present  war,..  298 

Act  to  continue  in  force  until  such 
debts  are  fully  and  finally  dis- 
charged,     298 

IMPRISONMENT. 

Penalty  for  counterfeiting  continental 
loan  office  certificates,  continental 
bills  of  exchange  or  paper  money  of 
the  United  States 16 

Without  bail  or  mainprise,  punishment 
for  trustees  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  neglect  or  refusal  to 
comply  with  judgment  of  justices  to 
deliver  up  books,  records,  etc.,  to 
successors,   29 

Officers  of  land  office,  etc.,  persisting 
in  refusal  to  deliver  up  books,  etc., 
after  being  convicted  in  oyer  and 
terminer  to  suffer,    89 

Punishment  for  contempt  before  au- 
ditors appointed  to  settle  public  ac- 
counts     77 

Without  bail  or  mainprise,  contingent 
punishment  for  captains  and  masters 
of  vessels  harboring  deserters,    223 

Six  months,  without  bail  or  main- 
prise, additional  penalty  imposed 
upon  militia-lieutenant  or  sub-lieu- 
tenant for  refusal  to  deliver  up 
books,  to  successor,   227 

Penalty  for  second  offence  in  refusing 
to  take  bills  of  credit  in  payment  of 
necessaries ,  goods ,  etc. ,    242 

Persons  refusing  to  accept  bills  of 
credit  equal  in  value  to  gold  and 
silver  for  goods,  etc.,  for  second 
offence  to  suffer  imprisonment  and 
forfeit  one-half  of  all  his  or  her 
goods,  etc.,   250 

Part  punishment  for  third  offence  of 
counterfeiting  brand  marks  on  any 
cask  of  flour 294 

Certain  insolvents  relieved  from,   ....  421 


Page. 

IMPRISONMENT— Continued. 

Tax  collectors  in  Southwark  failing  to 
account  for  moneys  received  to  be 
committed  without  ball  or  main- 
prise   516 

INDEMNITY. 

Act  for  procuring  an  estimate  of  the 
damages  sustained  by  the  inhabit- 
ants of  this  state  from  the  British 
troops 530 

County  commissioners  of  every  county 
Invaded  by  British  troops  to  direct 
assessors  to  notify  inhabitants  to 
furnish  accounts  of  damages,  etc., 
done  thereby  and  transmit  the  same 
to  commissioners 531 

Assessors  to  render  such  accounts 
where  inhabitants  refuse,  531 

Contents  of  account 531-532 

Commissioners  to  transmit  accounts 
to  supreme  executive  council 532 

Servants,  negroes  and  mulatto  slaves 
deluded  and  carried  away  by  British 
troops  to  be  included  in  accounts,   ..  532 

Charges  and  expenses  of  executing  act 
to  be  defrayed  by  the  common- 
wealth  633 

INDIAN  PURCHASE.    See  Land  Office. 

INDICTMENT. 

Penalty  imposed  upon  militia-lieuten- 
ants, etc.,  for  neglecting  or  refusing 
to  deliver  up  books,  accounts,  etc., 
to  their  successors  in  office  to  be  re- 
covered by  bill,  plaint,  information, 

action  of  debt,  or,    227 

Penalty  imposed  on  surveyor-general 
for  neglect  or  refusal  to  make  re- 
turns of  certain  lands  within  a 
limited  time  to  be  recovered  by,   ...  312 

INFORMATION. 

Fines  under  act  for  recovering  fines, 
etc.,  to  be  recovered  by,    137 

Certain  penalties  to  be  recovered 
by,    294-295 

Penalty  imposed  upon  militia-lieuten- 
ants, etc.,  for  neglecting  or  refusing 
to  deliver  up  books,  accounts,  etc., 
to  their  successors  in  office  to  be 
recovered  by  indictment,  plaint, 
bill,  action  of  debt,  indictment,  or,  227 
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INFORMATION— Continued. 

Penalty  imposed  on  surveyor-gen- 
eral for  neglect  or  refusal  to  make 
returns  of  certain  lands  within  a 
limited  time  to  be  recovered  by,   ..  312 

INFORMER. 

Reward  of,  concerning  counterfeiting, 
etc.,  of  bills  of  credit,  loan  office  cer- 
tificates or  bills  of  exchange 15 

To  receive  one -third  of  seized  goods 
attempted  to  be  unlawfully  ex- 
ported     44 

Against  quartermaster,  foragemaster, 
etc.,  purchasing  wheat,  etc.,  in  vio- 
lation of  act  to  receive  one-half  the 
penalty 182 

To  be  a  competent  witness  in  such 
case 182 

Reward  of,  concerning  counterfeiting, 
etc.,  of  bills  of  credit 189 

To  receive  one-half  the  penalty  for 
refusing  to  take  bills  of  credit  in 
payment  of  necessaries,  goods,  etc.,  242 

To  be  a  competent  witness  against 
parties  refusing  to  take  bills  of 
credit  in  payment  of  necessaries, 
goods,  etc 242 

To  receive  one-half  the  penalty  im- 
posed on  persons  refusing  to  accept 
bills  of  credit  equal  in  value  to  gold 
and  silver  for  goods,  etc. ,   260 

To  be  a  competent  witness  in  the 
trial  of  such  cases,    251 

To  receive  one-half  the  penalty  im- 
posed for  catching  fish  in  the 
Schuylkill  river  with  brush  nets,    ..  271 

To  recover  one-half  the  penalty  im- 
posed upon  inspectors  of  flour  for 
trading  in  flour 294 

To  receive  one-half  the  penalty  for 
raising  or  knowingly  uttering  raised 
bills  of  credit 307 

To  receive  one-half  the  penalty  im- 
posed on  persons  refusing  to  receive 
bills  of  credit  in  payment  of  live 
stock,  etc 306 

To  be  a  competent  witness  against 
such  offender,   306 

To  receive  one-half  the  penalty,  Im- 
posed on  surveyor  general  for  neg- 
lect or  refusal  to  make  returns  of 
certain  lands  within  a  limited  time,  312 


P&ge. 
INFORMER— Continued. 

To  receive  one-half  of  confiscated 
goods    attempted    to    be    Imported 

from  Great  Britain,    419 

Informer  to  receive  one-half  of  penalty 
for  laying  party  walls  in  Philadel- 
phia before  they  are  adjusted  and 
marked  by  the  regulators,    487 

INSOLVENTS. 

Certain  insolvent  debtors  relieved  from 
imprisonment  by  act  of  assembly,..  421 

INSPECTORS  OF  BREAD.    See  Bread. 

Powers  of 290 

INSPECTORS  OF  FLOUR.    See  Flour. 

Fees  of,  to  be  paid  in  wheat,  41 

Duties  of 291 

Compensation  of 292 

Owner  of  unmerchantable  flour  to  pay 

fees  of 292 

To  have  power  to  enter  on  board  ves- 
sels to  search  for  flour  Intended  to 

be  Illegally  exported,   294 

Not  to  be  hindered  or  prevented  from 

so  doing,    294 

Penalty  for  violation 294 

Not  to  trade  in  flour 294 

Penalty  for  violation,   294 

Penalty,  how  recoverable,   294 

Application   of  penalty 294 

Empowered  to  appoint  deputies,    294 

Oath   of   deputy,    295 

Oath  to  be  administered  by  a  justice 

of  the  peace,   295 

Certain  persons  appointed  throughout 

the  different  counties,    295 

Term  of  office  of 295 

Vacancies,   how  filled 295-296 

INTERNAL  REVENUE.    See  Excise. 

INVASIONS.    See  Militia. 


J. 
JAILS. 

Jails  throughout   the  state  vested  in 

the  commonwealth,    60 

Act  not  to  extend   to  old   temporary 

prison    in    Bedford 60 

Nor  to  the  old  jail  and  workhouse  at 
3rd  and  High  Sts.,  Philadelphia,   ..    60 
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Pace. 
JAILS— Continued. 

Supreme  executive  council  to  sell  old 
jail  and  workhouse  in  Philadelphia 
for  benefit  of  said  city  and  county,    51 
Certain  prior    acts    of    assembly    re- 
pealed     62 

JUDGMENT. 

Defendant  to  recover  treble  costs  in 
certain  cases  where  plaintiff  becomes 
nonsuit,  suffers  a  discontinuance  or 

has,  pass  against  him 256-7,  324 

Plaintiff  to  be  mulcted  in  treble  costs 
if  he  wilfully  delays,  discontinues  or 
has  judgment  or  verdict  passed 
against  him,  in  suits  to  condemn 
certain  goods  as  contraband,  503-504 

JUDICIAL,  NOTICE. 

Courts  to  take,  of  act  pardoning  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  Wilson  riots,..  119 


JURORS. 

Fees  of,  to  be  paid  In  wheat, 


40 


JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE.  See  Car- 
lisle, Borough  of. 

Three,  and  wardens  of  the  city  to  ap- 
point officer  for  granting  certificates 
to  chimney  sweepers  in  Philadel- 
phia, etc 8 

To  regulate  and  fix  prices  for  sweep- 
ing chimneys  in  Philadelphia,   etc.,      8 

To  have  jurisdiction  in  cases  to  re- 
cover penalties  arising  under  acts 
regulating  chimney  sweepers  in 
Philadelphia,   etc.,    8 

To  have  Jurisdiction  to  recover  penal- 
ties for  unlawfully  hawking  or  ped- 
dling where  the  amount  is  under 
60£ 21 

To  have  Jurisdiction  of  cases  to  com- 
pel trustees  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  to  deliver  up  books, 
records,    etc.,    to  successor,    29 

Any  two,  upon  complaint  of  the  over- 
seers of  the  poor  to  levy  a  tax  not 
exceeding  7s  6d  In  the  £  for  the  re- 
lief  of  the   poor 88 

Fees  of  the,  to  be  paid  in  wheat,   ...    40 


Page 
JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE— Continued. 
Where   runaway   slaves   are   brought 
back  proof  of  the  absconding  to  be 

made  before  two 72 

Party  aggrieved  by  seizure  of  swine 
found  running  at  large  in  Passyunk, 

etc.,  to  have  appeal  to,   117 

Party  appealing  to  forfeit  40s  where 

seizure   is   confirmed,    117 

To  have  jurisdiction  in  actions  of  debt 
under  fifty  pounds  by  tenants 
against  their  landlord  for  taxes,  ...  141 
To  issue  warrant  to  constable  and  two 
freeholders,  to  seize  provisions 
where  owners  refuse  to  sell  the  same 

for  the  use  of  the  army,    177 

Justices,  sheriffs  and  civil  officers  to 
assist  commissioners  in  carrying  out 
provisions  of  act  for  procuring  army 

supplies  for  1780 181 

Penalty  for  catching  fish  with  brush 
nets  in   the    Schuylkill   river  to   be 

recovered  before  two,    271 

Freeholders     in     each     township     In 

Washington  county  to  elect  two,..  274 
Of  Washington  county  to  hold  courts 
of  general  quarter  sessions,  gaol  de- 
livery and  county  courts  for  holding 

of    pleas 275 

To  administer  oath  to  deputy  flour  In- 
spector,      295 

Scalp  of  wolves  killed  for  bounty  to  be 

taken  before,    461 

Justice  upon  proof  that  wolves  are 
killed  in  same  county  to  grant  an 
order  for  the  bounty  on  the  county 

treasurer 461 

Persons  suspected  of    being    escaped 

prisoners  of  war  to  be  taken  before,  464 
Justice    to   commit    guilty    party    to 
county  jail,  and  immediately  notify 

the  war  office 464 

To  commit  persons  so  arrested  where 
they  refuse  to  give  a  satisfactory 
account  of  themselves  until  the  next 

quarter  sessions 465 

To  give  certificates  to  persons  who  ap- 
prehend prisoners  of  war,    465 

JUSTICES  OF  THE  SUPREME  COURT. 
See  Supreme  Court. 
Salary  of $77 
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Page. 
JUT  WINDOWS.    See  Carlisle,  Borough 
of;  Nuisances. 

1.. 
LABOR. 

Price  of  day  labor  to  be  fixed  by  gen- 
eral assembly 226 

Fines  and  penalties  for  neglect  of 
militia  duty,  and  militia  bounty  to 
be  ascertained  and  determined  for  a 
limited  time  by  such  rate,    226 

LAMPS.    See  Philadelphia,   City  of. 

LANCASTER,  BOROUGH  OF. 

Military   barracks   erected  In,    vested    . 

in  the  commonwealth 49-50 

The  public  storehouse  and  magazine 

in,  vested  in  the  commonwealth,  ..49-50 

LANDLORD  AND  TENANT. 

Goods  of  tenant  of  non-resident  owner 
subject  to  distress  for  taxes 141 

Distress  to  be  deducted  from  rent,...  141 

Or  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt,   ...  141 

Act  not  to  affect  existing  contracts 
between,  as  to  payment  of  taxes,..  142 

Nor  to  repeal  act  for  raising  addi- 
tional sum  of,   $6,700,000 142 

Tenant  where  wheat,  etc.,  reserved 
for  rent  due  is  seized  in  his  hands 
by  army  commissioners  may  tender 
amount  received  in  payment  to  land- 
lord  178 

Such  payment  to  be  a  good  discharge 
for  all  rent  due,    178 

Goods  and  chattels  of  tenant  to  be  dis- 
trained on  for  war  taxes,  etc.,  as 
well  as  the  owners  lands,  etc.,  240 

Tenants  paying  such  taxes  to  reserve 
them  out  of  rent,  etc.,  or  recover 
the  same  by  action  of  debt,    240 

Eighteenth  section  of  act  for  raising 
$5,700,000  obliging  tenants  to  pay 
taxes  over  and  above  their  rent  not 
extended  to  taxes  under  act 241 

Tenants  to  be  accountable  for  sums 
charged  on  lands  in  their  possession 
under  act  for  completing  the  quota 
of  the  federal  army,    263 

Tenants  to  discount  the  same  out  of 
their  rent,   etc.,    268 


Page. 
LANDLORD  AND  TENANT— Continued. 

Goods  of  tenants,  etc.,  to  be  subject 
to  distraint  for  war  taxes,    331 

Tenant  to  deduct  taxes  from  rent, 
where  he  is  compelled  to  pay  the 
same 331 

Or  recover  the  same  by  action  at  law,  331 

Act  not  to  alter  any  contract  between, 
concerning  the  payment  of  taxes,..  331 

Rents,  etc.,  contracted  since  Janu- 
ary 1,  1777,  to  be  sued  for  and  judg- 
ment obtained  and  execution  award- 
ed for  the  interest,  damages  and 
costs,    etc.,    339 

Tenant  in  possession  to  pay  certain 
taxes  and  deduct  the  same  out  of 
rent,    349 

Goods  of  tenant,  etc.,  liable  to  be  dis- 
trained for  war  taxes 391 

Tenant  to  deduct  taxes  from  rent 
where  he  is  compelled  to  pay  same,  391 

Or  recover  the  same  by  action  at  law,  391 

Act  not  to  alter  any  contract  be- 
tween, after  the  payment  of  taxes,.  391 

Goods  of  tenant,  etc.,  in  Carlisle  to 
be  liable  to  distress  for  taxes 436 

Tenants  to  deduct  such  tax  from  their 
rent  or  recover  it  by  action 436 

Act  not  to  alter  any  contract  between 
any  landlord  and  tenant  respecting 
the  payment  of  road  tax,   436 

LAND  OFFICE. 

Established 809 

To  consist  of  three  persons  known  as 
the  secretary  of  the  land-office,  re- 
ceiver-general and  surveyor- general,  309 

Where  to  be  kept 309 

Records  of  the  former  offices  to  be  re- 
moved into  and  kept  by  the 309 

Officers  of  the,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
general  assembly  and  commissioned 

by  the  president 309 

Term  of  office  of  officers,    309 

Fees  of  officers 309-310 

Officers  to  appoint  deputies,    310 

Bond  of  officers 310 

Persons  entitled  to  lands  within  the 
Indian  purchase  to  have  patents  on 
payment  of  purchase  money  and  in- 
terest,   etc. ,     310 
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Page. 
LAND  OFFICE— Continued. 

Where  surveys  have  not  been  returned 
to  the  former  office  an  order  of  sur- 
vey and  patent  may  be  obtained  on 

certain  conditions,   310-311 

Purchase  money  to  be  paid  to  the  re- 
ceiver-general,      311 

Times  of  payment,    311 

Manner    and    mode  of    proceeding  in 

case  of  refusal  to  pay,   311 

List  of  delinquents  to  be  transmit- 
ted by  the   officers  of  the,   to  the 

county  commissioners,    812 

Returns  of  certain  lands  to  be  made 

within  a  limited  time,   312 

Penalty  on  surveyor-general  for  neg- 
lect or  refusal  to  do  so,    312 

Penalty,  how  recoverable,   312 

Application  of  penalty,    312 

Form  of  patent 312-313 

Patent  to  be    recorded    in  the    rolls 

office,    313 

Lands  granted  to  be  clear  of  all  reser- 
vations and  restrictions,   etc 813 

Act  not  to  extend  to  grants,  etc.,  is- 
sued after  July  4,  1776,  for  lands 
within  ten  miles  of  Philadelphia  or 
within   three   miles   of   any   county 

town 313 

Nor  to  any  warrant,   etc.,   for  more 

than  five  hundred  acres  In  one  tract,  313 
Nor  to  any  lands  not  within  the  In- 
dian purchase,    313-314 

Supplement  to  act  for  establishing,..  349 
The  word  "location"  in  prior  act  de- 
fined,   360 

President,  etc.,  to  sign  warrants  of 
acceptance,  re-survey  and  parti- 
tion,    360 

Receiver  general  to  pay  all  moneys 
received  to  the  state  treasurer  once 

in   every  month 360 

Rate  of  exchange  at  which  the  re- 
ceiver general  Is  to  receive  the  £6 
sterling  for  every  100  acres  of  land, 

fixed,   360 

President,  secretary  of  the  land  of- 
fice, receiver-general,  surveyor- 
general  and  a  member  of  the  su- 
preme executive  council  constituted 
a  board  of  property,   408-409 


LAND  OFFICE— Continued. 

Board  to  determine  all  cases  of  Irregu- 
larity, etc.,  touching  escheats,  im- 
perfect  titles,    etc 409 

Secretary  of  the  land  office  to  receive 
caveats  and  with  advice  of  presi- 
dent appoint  days  of  hearing  and 
grant  citations  in  all  such  cases,   ..  409 

No  action  of  board  to  prevent  either 
of  parties  from  bringing  their  action 
at  law  for  the  recovery  of  possession 
or  for  damages  for  waste  or  tres- 
pass,      409 

Time  for  payment  of  purchase  money, 
under  act  for  establishing  a  land 
office  for  office  rights,  issued  before 
September  10,  1776,  extended  for  two 
years 409-410 

Surveyor-general    to    receive    returns 

from  late  deputy-surveyors,   410 

Fees  of  receiver-general,   410-411 

Parts  of  prior  act  repealed,   411 


LAND     PATENTS.    See     Land     Office; 
Patents. 


LANDS.    See    Attainder;    Forfeited    Es- 
tates; Proprietary  Estates. 

President  to  set  off  and  sell  at  pub- 
lic auction  enough  city  lots  to  re- 
deem residue  of  bills  of  credit  dated 
April  29,  1780,    318 

To  take  nothing  but  said  bills  of  credit 
Spanish  milled  dollars  or  gold  and 
sliver  in  payment,   318 

Purchasers  of  such  lots  to  have  Inde- 
feasible estates  in  fee  simple 318 

Grantees  to  plead  general  issue  and 
give  act  in  evidence  in  any  suits 
brought  for  such  lands,    819 

Such  evidence  to  be  final  and  conclu- 
sive against  any  such  claimant,    ..  319 

Just  claimants  claiming  under  Wil- 
liam Penn,  etc.,  to  receive  a  full 
equivalent  for  all  lots  so  sold 319 

Proceedings  by  claimants  to  secure 
rights,   etc.,   prescribed 319 

Costs  to  be  paid  by  the  state  where 
claimant  proves  the  justness  of  his 
cause,   320 
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LANDS— Continued.  *w- 

Claimants  to  secure  a  writ  from  the 
prothonotary  of  the  supreme  court 
and  have  unappropriated  lots  as- 
signed to  them  by  a  jury 320 

All  claims  against  the  commonwealth 
to  be  commenced  and  prosecuted 
within  a  limited  time 321 

Proviso  as  to  infants,  feme  coverts, 
persons  non  compos  mentis,  im- 
prisoned or  beyond  the  seas 321 

Manner  and  mode  of  taking  care  of 
city  lots  and  certain  lots  appurte- 
nant to  other  towns,  etc.,  pre- 
scribed  322 

Manner  of  proceeding  where  lots  are 
in  the  possession  of  private  persons, 
etc 322-323 

All  sums  against  persons  for  doing 
anything  in  pursuance  to  act,  to  be 
brought  within  twelve  months,    ...  323 

Defendants  in  such  cases  to  plead  the 
general  issue  and  give  act  and 
special  matter   in   evidence,    823 

Defendants  in  such  actions  to  recover 
treble  costs  where  plaintiff  becomes 
non-suit  suffers  a  discontinuance  or 
has  judgment  pass  against  him,    ..  324 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal  to  per- 
form duties  required  by  act,    324 

Penalty,  how  recoverable 324 

Application  of  penalty,   324 

Certain  lands  having  public  buildings 
erected  thereon  vested  in  the  United 
States  during  the  war,    46 

Act  not  to  justify  the  taking  of  lands 
without  consent  of  owner  from  and 
after  January  1,  1779 46 

United  States  authorized  to  remove  its 
buildings  from  such  lands,   46 

All  title  and  interest  of  the  United 
States  in  and  to  the  land  to  cease 
and  determine,  upon  removal  of 
buildings 46 

Owners  of  land  temporarily  vested  in 
and  occupied  by  the  United  States 
to  be  paid  a  reasonable  rent  for 
same,    46 

Rent  to  be  fixed  by  three  appraisers, 46-47 

Appointment  of  appraisers,    47 

Upon  termination  of  war  United 
States  to  remove  or  pull  down  and 
sell  all  its  public  buildings  which  it 
no  longer  requires,  47 


Pas* 

LANDS— Continued. 

United  States  empowered  to  purchase, 
hold  or  convey  lands,  etc.,  for  main- 
taining public  buildings 47 

All  such  lands,  etc.,  to  be  subject  to 
the  disposition  and  appropriation  of 
Congress,    47 

All  surveys  made  of,  without  license 
of  president  and  council  declared  to 
be  void 127 

All  surveys,  made  since  July  4,  1776  to 
be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  secretary 
of  the  supreme  executive  council  or 
be  void 127 

Time  of  filing  surveys  limited,  127-128 

Time  of  filing  surveys,   limited,    128 

Duration  of  act,  limited 128 

LAND  TITLES  See  Proprietary  Es- 
tates. 

House  and  lots  of  High,  Minor  and 
Sixth  Sts.,  Philadelphia,  formerly 
belonging  to  Joseph  Galloway, 
traitor,  vested  in  the  common- 
wealth,      48-60 

Certain  persons  appointed  to  purchase 
land  and  build  new  court  house  and 
prison  in  Chester  county,    143 

Old  court  house  and  prison  to  be  sold 
at  public  vendue,   143 

Certain  persons  empowered  to  exe- 
cute the  assurances  therefore 143 

Messuage  and  lot  of  ground  in  the 
town  of  Lisburn,  Cumberland  coun- 
ty, vested  in  John  Rankin 367 

Elizabeth  Allen,  widow  of  James  Al- 
len, empowered  during  the  minority 
of  her  son  to  grant  and  convey  sun- 
dry lots  of  land  in  the  town  of 
Northampton,  county  of  Northamp- 
ton  496 

LAW  OP  NATIONS. 

Prize  causes,  etc.,  to  be  judged  in  ad- 
miralty by  the,  and  the  acts  of  con- 
gress  97-98 

LEGAL  TENDER. 

Certain  acts  of  assembly  making  bills 
of  credit  of  the  U.  S.   legal  tender 
equal  to  gold  and  silver  suspended 
\  for  a  limited  time,   204 
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LEGAL.  TENDER— Continued. 

Act  not  to  extend  to  any  debt  or  con- 
tract made  after  November  1,  1779, 
upon  which  suit  has  actually  been 
brought,    204 

Nor  to  sheriffs,  attorneys,  executors, 
guardians,    etc.,    204 

Act  to  suspend  laws  making  the  bills 
of  credit  of  the  U.  S.  legal  tender, 
in  payment  of  debts  equal  to  gold 
and  silver,    continued 229 

Duration  of  act  limited 229 

Bills  of  credit  emitted  by  Congress 
made,  equal  in  value  to  gold  and 
silver 241-242 

Tender  thereof  to  be  good  notwith- 
standing any  contracts,   etc 242 

Perrons  refusing  to  take  bills  of  credit 
in  payment  of  debts,  etc.,  to  be  for- 
ever barred  from  suing  for  the  same,  242 

Persons  refusing  to  take  bills  of  credit 
in  payment  of  goods,  etc.,  to  forfeit 
double  the  value  of  article  exposed 
to  sale,    242 

Application  of  penalty,  242 

For  second  offence,  offender  to  be  im- 
prisoned and  forfeit  one-half  of  his 
or  her   property,    242 

Informer  to  be  a  competent  witness ,242-243 

Act  suspending  for  a  limited  time  the 
laws  making,  of  the  U.  S.  a  legal 
tender,  revived  and  continued 248 

Act  extended  to  landlords  and  debtors 
who  have  distrained  or  brought  suit 
for  rents  or  debts  due,   248-249 

Supplement  to  act  for  striking  £160,- 
000  in  bills  of  credit  for  the  support 
of  the  army,  etc.,  249 

Bills  of  credit  made,  in  all  contracts, 
debts,   etc.,    249 

Value  of  bills  of  credit,  compared  with 
gold  and  silver,    249-250 

Persons  refusing  to  accept  bills  of 
credit  in  payment  of  any  debt,  con- 
tract, etc.,  to  be  forever  barred  from 
suing  for  same,    250 

Persons  not  to  refuse  to  accept  bills  of 
credit  equal  in  value  to  gold  and  sil- 
ver for  goods,  etc 250 

Offenders  to  forfeit  double  the  value 
of  article  so  exposed  to  sale,   250 

Application  of  penalty,    250 


Pag* 
LEGAL.  TENDER— Continued. 

For  second  offence  offender  to  suffer 
imprisonment  and  forfeit  one-half  of 
all  his  or  her  goods,  etc 250 

Informer  against  such  offender  to  be 
a  competent  witness 251 

Bills  of  credit  received  by  public 
agents  for  any  taxes  or  public  dues, 
etc.,  to  be  accounted  for  at  the  same 
rate  as  received,    251 

Rate  of  exchange  between  continental 
currency  and  bills  of  credit  fixed,   ..  251 

Such  rate  to  be  continued  until  Feb- 
ruary 1,   1781,    251 

Supreme  executive  council  to  then 
publish  rate  of  exchange  between 
specie  and  continental  money 
monthly 261 

Such  rate  to  be  the  rate  between  con- 
tinental money  and  bills  of  credit,..  251 

Acts  of  assembly  making  bills  of 
credit,   suspended 266 

Act  not  to  extend  to  sheriffs,  attor- 
neys, executors,  etc.,  who  have  re- 
ceived money  In  legal  authority  In 
right  of  another,    266 

Act  not  to  prevent  bills  of  credit  from 
being  of  the  same  value  in  payment 
of  taxes,  etc.,  as  the  bills  of  credit 
of  the  U.  S.  Issued  prior  to  March 
1,    1780 266 

Debts  and  contracts  entered  into  and 
made  between  January  1,  1777  and 
March  1,  1781,  to  be  settled  accord- 
ing to  a  scale  of  depreciation 284 

Proviso  clauses  in  suspension  acts  of 
May  31,  1780,  Sept.  22,  1780,  and  Feb. 
20,   1781,   repealed,    284 

Mode  of  settlement  where  parties  can- 
not agree, 285 

Auditors  to  be  appointed  to  hear  and 
examine  the  parties  and  adjust  the 
controversies,    285 

Auditors  not  to  reduce  payments  made 
in  current  money, 286 

Where  tender  has  been  made  the 
credit  or  to  be  paid  only  the  value  of 
his  debt  reduced  to  specie  at  the  time 
of  tender,   285 

Debtor  prevented  from  paying  by 
creditor  absconding,  etc.,  to  have 
benefit  of  legal  tender 285 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Index. 


589 


Pa>p\ 
LEGAL.  TENDER— Continued. 

Auditors  report  to  have  the  force  of  a 
verdict,    etc 286 

Scale  of  depreciation 286 

Supplement  to  act  for  the  more  easy 
recovery  of  small  debts,  repealed,..  287 

Act  for  limitation  of  actions  suspend- 
ed during  the  close  of  courts  of  jus- 
tice and  the  time  of  any  suspension 
acts 286 

Certain  war  taxes  to  be  paid  in  gold 
or  silver  only 335 

Proviso  as  to  persons  who  have  taken 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  state  ,335-336 

Certain  bills  of  credit  declared  to  be, . .  306 

All  laws  declaring  bills  of  credit  to  be 
legal  tender,  repealed,    337 

Parts  of  such  acts  imposing  penalties 
for  refusal  to  accept  bills  of  credit 
in  payment  of  debts,  etc.,  repealed, 

337-338 

Repeal  not  to  extend  to  bills  of  credit 
emitted  under  acts  of  March  25,  1780, 
and  April  7,   1781 838 

Such  bills  to  be  received  in  payment 
of  all  lands  sold  by  the  state  ex- 
cepting forfeited  estates  only,   336 

Act  not  to  affect  any  tender  which  has 
already  been  duly  made,    338 

Debts,  etc.,  contracted  since  January 
1,  1777  and  not  satisfied  or  discharg- 
ed to  be  paid  in  the  particular 
money,  etc.,  specified  in  the  con- 
tract,       338 

Rents,  etc.,  contracted  before  Janu- 
ary 1,  1777  to  be  sued  for  and  judg- 
ment obtained  and  execution  award- 
ed for  the  interest,  damages  and 
costs,  etc 339 

Execution  not  to  issue  for  the  prin- 
cipal for  two  years  or  until  permis- 
sion be  given  by  act  of  assembly,..  839 

Interest  on  such  Judgments  to  be  paid 
annually,    340 

Defendants  not  having  sufficient  real 
estate  to  sattsfy  judgment  to  give 
security  for  the  same  before  depart- 
ing from   the  commonwealth 340 

Upon  neglect  or  refusal  to  give  se- 
curity court  to  award  execution  for 
the  principal  as  well  as  the  interest, 
«tc 340 
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Debts  exceeding  £50  contracted  before 
January  1,  1777  not  to  be  sued  for 
in  less  than  six  months  after  pass- 
ing of  act 340 

Proviso  where  delay  will  cause 
creditor  to  lose  debt 340 

Act  not  to  extend  to  revived  debts 
which  were  on  January  1,  1776  bar- 
red by  the  act  for  the  limitation  of 
actions 340 

Debts,  etc.,  not  barred  at  the  time  not 
to  be  now  barred  until  two  years 
after  passage  of  act,    841 

Agents,  factors,  etc.,  receiving  money 
and  applying  it  to  private  use  to  ac- 
count to  their  principal  for  as  much 
gold  and  silver  as  the  bills  of  credit 
so  received  were  worth  at  the  time 
of  application,    341 

Agents,  factors,  etc.,  to  render  an  ac- 
count under  oath  of  the  profit  or  loss 
made  on  such  moneys 342 

Principal  to  obtain  benefit  of  profit,..  342 

Agents,  etc.,  refusing  to  make  such 
oath  to  account  for  money  the  same 
as  if  applied  to  private  use,    342 

Fees  of  officers  and  fines  incurred 
under  act  to  be  paid  In  gold  and  sil- 
ver.     342 

All  fines  imposed  by  acts  of  assembly 
to  be  recovered  in  gold,  etc 343 

All  debts  and  contracts  entered  into 
after  March  1,  1781  to  be  discharged 
according  to  their  nature 848 

Contracts  for  old  continental  cur- 
rency, however,  to  be  liquidated  and 
paid  at  specie  value,   343 

Act  not  to  prevent  new  continental 
bills  of  credit  from  being  received 
in  payment  of  taxes  laid  under  act 
of  December  18,   1780 344 

Certain  war  taxes  to  be  paid  in  gold 
or  silver  only 399 

LEVIES.    See  County  Rates  and  Levies. 

LICENSES.    See  Tavern  Licenses. 

Of  auctioneer  in  Philadelphia  to  sell 
damaged  and  shipwrecked  goods,   ..    82 

LIEUTENANTS.    See    Militia;    Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers. 
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LIGHTING.    See  Philadelphia,  City  of. 

LIGHT  HORSE.    See  Militia. 

LIMITATION  OP  ACTIONS. 

Suits  against  persons  making  seizure 
of  vessels  laden  with  exports  to  be 
brought  within  three  months,    45 

Suits  on  bonds,  given  by  masters  of 
ships,  etc.,  for  faithful  compliance 
with  provisions  of  act  permitting  the 
exportation  of  flour  by  sea  under 
certain  restrictions  to  be  brought 
within  two  years,    245 

All  suits  under  act  for  an  impost  on 
goods,  etc.,  to  be  brought  within 
one  year  from  time  of  injury 257 

Act  for,  suspended  for  a  limited  time,  288 

All  claims  against  the  commonwealth 
for  things  done  under  act  for  the 
better  support  of  the  public  credit 
by  an  immediate  sale  of  the  lands, 
etc.,  to  be  commenced  within  a 
limited  time 321 

All  suits  against  persons  for  doing 
anything  in  pursuance  to  act  to  be 
brought  within  twelve  months,  823 

Debts  exceeding  £50  contracted  before 
January  1,  1777  not  to  be  sued  for  in 
less  than  six  months  after  passing  of 
act 840 

Proviso  where  delay  will  cause  creditor 
to  lose  debt,  340 

Act  not  to  extend  to  revived  debts 
which  were  on  January  1,  1776,  bar- 
red by  the  act  for  the,    340 

Debts,  etc.,  not  barred  at  that  time 
not  to  be  now  barred  until  two  years 
after  passage  of  act 341 

All  actions  against  the  importers  for 
importing  goods  from  Great  Britain 
to  be  brought  within  six  months,   ..  419 

All  prosecutions  for  laying  founda- 
tions of  party  walls  in  Philadelphia 
before  the  adjustment  and  marking 
of  the  regulators  to  be  brought  with- 
in one  year,    487 

All  suits  for  things  done  in  pursuance 
of  act  for  the  more  effectual  sup- 
pression of  all  intercourse  and  com- 
merce with  the  enemies  of  the  U.  S. 
to  brought  within  six  months 503 
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LIQUORS.    See  Excise. 

Excise  on,  after  May  1,  1780  to  be  paid 
in  wheat  in  like  manner  as  fees  of 

officers,    130 

Aot  to  permit  making  of  whiskey, 
etc.,  from  rye,  etc.,  under  certain 
restrictions,  etc.,  repealed 175-176 

LISBURN. 

Messuage  and  lot  of  ground  in  the 
town  of,  Cumberland  county,  vested 
in  John   Rankin 367 

LOAN  OFFICE. 

Penalty  for  counterfeiting  or  forging, 

etc.,  the  certificates  of  the,   15-16 

Mortgages  to  be  discharged  by  one 
trustee  of  the 109 

LOAN  OFFICE  CERTIFICATES. 

Declaration  in  behalf  of  this  state  re- 
specting continental  bills  of  credit, 
and 188 

LOYALISTS.    See  Forfeited  Estates. 

M. 

MAINPRISE.    See  Bail. 

MANSLAUGHTER. 

Forfeiture  for,  removed,   Ill 

Imprisonment  and  fine  added,  HI 

MANUFACTURES. 

Act  to  permit  making  of,  whiskey, 
etc.,  from  rye,  etc.,  under  certain 
restrictions,  etc.,  repealed 175-176 

MARKET-HOUSES. 

Wardens  of  Philadelphia  to  let  fer- 
ries, wharves,  public  landing  places 
and,    201 

Treasurer  of  wardens  and  assessors  to 
receive  rents  from  ferries,  wharves, 
public  landing  places  and,   201 

Clerk  of  the  market  to  collect  rent 
from  market-houses,  etc.,  and  pay 
the  same  over  to  the  treasurer  of 
the  wardens  and  assessors 201 

MARKET  OVERT. 

Sale  of  Btolen  horses  by  auctioneers 
not  to  be  deemed  a  public  sale  in, 
bo  as  to  change  the  property  thereof,  232 
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MARKETS. 

Burgesses,  etc.,  of  Carlisle,  to  have 
and  keep  two  markets  in  each  week 
and  two  fairs  in  each  year,   428 

MARINERS. 

And  seamen  not  to  be  subject  to  pen- 
alties under  militia  act ,   159 

MARSHALL.    See  Admiralty. 

Of  the  court  of  admiralty  not  to  sell 
by  public  auction  except  prize  ships, 
etc.,  and  perishable  goods 19-20 

To  make  out  an  inventory  of  prizes 
and  have  them  appraised,    20 

Inventory  and  appraisement  to  be  filed 
with  the- register  of  the  court  of  ad- 
miralty     20 

If  no  appeal  be  entered  execution  to 
issue  upon  entry  of  security,    20 

Mode  of  distributing  shares  of  prizes,    20 

Compensation  of  marshall 21 

Compensation  of  appraisers,    21 

MARSH   LANDS.    See   Schuylkill    Point 
Meadows. 

MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS. 

Fees  of  the,  to  be  paid  in  wheat,   ...    40 

MEADOW  LANDS.    See  Schuylkill  Point 
Meadows;  State  Island. 

MEMBERS  OF    ASSEMBLY.    See    Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

Wages    of,    878 

Mileage    of 878 

MEMBERS  OF  CONGRESS. 

Wages  of 377 

Mileage  of,    378 

MEMBERS  OF  SUPREME  EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL. 

Wages  of 377 

Mileage  of 378 

MIDDLE    FERRY    ON     SCHUYLKILL. 
See  Ferries. 

MIDDLINGS. 

Intended  for  exportation  to  be  brand- 
ed as  such,   380 

MILEAGE. 

Mileage  of  members  of  congress 377 

Of  members  of  the  supreme  executive 
council,    377 


pup. 

MILE  AGES— Con  tin  ued. 

Of  speaker  of  the  house,  877 

Of  members  of  the  assembly 878 

Of  clerks  of  the  assembly,   378 

Of  sergeant  at  arms  of  the  assembly,  378 

Of  door-keeper,   378 

Fees  and,  of  sheriff,  coroner  or  other 

process  server  and  witnesses 464 

Of  persons  apprehending  prisoners  of 

war,     466 

MILITIA.  See  Pensions;  Pennsylvania 
Line. 

Act  for  making  more  equal  the  burden 
of  the  public  defence  and  for  filling 
the  quota  of  troops,  etc.,  partly  re- 
pealed,        31 

President  in  council  to  appoint  a  lieu- 
tenant in  each  county 146 

Also  sub-lieutenants 146 

Lieutenants  to  give  bond  in  the  sum 
of  20, 000 £  for  faithful  discharge  of 
duties,    146 

Lieutenant  by  warrant  to  commanding 
officer  to  annually  secure  a  list  of  all 
male  white  inhabitants  between  18 
and  53,   146 

Delegates  in  Congress,  etc.,  excepted,  146 

Militia  to  be  divided  and  classed  by 
the  lieutenants 146-147 

Of  Northern  Liberties,  South wark, 
Moyamensing  and  Passyunk  united 
to  city  of  Philadelphia 147 

Of  Philadelphia  to  form  a  battalion  of 
artillery,   147-148 

Lieutenants  of  each  county  to  form  a 
corps  of  light  horse 148 

Light  horse  troop  of  Philadelphia  city 
limited  to  60  privates 148 

Light  horseman  appointed  a  commis- 
sioned officer  to  vacate  his  place  in 
the  horse 149 

All  horses  to  be  appraised  before  go- 
ing into  actual  service,    149 

Owner  to  recover  value  where  horses 
killed,    etc 149 

Election  of  commanding  officers  of  the,  149 

Qualification   of   officers,    160 

Names  of  persons  elected  to  be  sent 
to  president  and  council,    166 

Elections  for  officers  in  the  light  horse 
to  be  made  in  same  manner  as  in  the 
Infantry 150 
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Lieutenant  to  appoint  commanding 
officers  where  battalion,  etc.,  neg- 
lects or  refuses  to  elect 150 

Appointment  to   be  approved  by   the 

supreme  executive  council,    160 

Three  sergeants,  three  corporals,  one 
drummer  and  fifer  to  be  appointed 
by    commissioned    officers    of    each 

company,    151 

Officers,  etc.,  not  reelected  to  deliver 

up  arms,   etc.,    151 

One  chaplain,  one  quartermaster,  one 
sergeant,  one  adjutant,  one  quarter- 
master sergeant,  one  sergeant  major 
and  one  drum  and  fife  major  to  be 
appointed   by   field   officers   of  each 

battalion 151 

Pay  of  adjutant,  quartermaster  ser- 
geant,  drummer  and  fifer,    151 

Lieutenants  to  reimburse  captains, 
etc.,  for  moneys  paid  to  drummers 

and  flfers 152 

Commissioned  officers  of  each  com- 
pany to  appoint  an  almoner 152 

Almoner  to  provide  for  families  of  poor 

militia  men 152 

Lieutenants  and  sub-lieutenants  to 
render  accounts  and   make  returns 

to  supreme  executive  council,   152 

Penalty  for  neglect,    153 

Rank  and  precedence  of  the  officers  of 

the  city  and  several  counties,   163 

Exercise  days  of  the,  and  duties  con- 
nected therewith,    153-154 

Absentees  to  be  noted  and  fined,  ...154-165 

Fines,   how  recoverable 156 

Fines  to  be  paid  to  state  treasurer  and 

kept  as  a  fund 166 

Fund  to  be  used  in  relieving  suffer- 
ing in  the,    156 

Fines  to  be  kept  separate,   156 

Calling  out  of,  In  case  of  invasion  or 

rebellion,    156 

Order    of    calling    out    the    different 

classes,    166 

Time  of  service 167 

Pay  of  private  to  be  equal  to  a  day's 
labor,    15g 

Price  of  day's  labor  to  be  fixed  by 
quarter  sessions  and  become  the  rate 
for  payments  of  fines 158 


Page 
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Justices  of  quarter  sessions  to  send 
certificate  of  price  fixed  to  the  lieu- 
tenants.     158 

Militia  men  to  receive  three  days  writ- 
ten notice  of  their  being  called  out,  158 
Penalty  for  refusing  to  perform  tour 
of  duty,    158 

Masters,  fathers  ,etc,  to  be  account- 
able for  the  fines  of  minors  and  ap- 
prentices,      159 

Mariners  and  seamen  not  to  be  sub- 
ject to  penalties  prescribed  by  act,  169 

While  in  service  of  the  United  States 
to  be  subject  to  the  rules  of  the 
Federal   Army,    169 

Offences,  however,  to  be  tried  by 
court  martial  of  this  state 169 

President  of  the  supreme  executive 
council  empowered  to  pardon,  etc., 
person  convicted  under  act,   159 

Fine  for  non-attendance,  how  recover- 
able,     159-160 

Aggrieved  party  to  have  appeal  to  the 
common  pleas,    160 

Verdict  of  common  pleas  to  be  conclu- 
sive,       160 

Deed  for  all  real  estate  so  sold  to  be 
made  by  sheriff 160 

No  militia  man  to  leave  his  company,  160 

Penalty  for  violation, 160 

Militia  man  removing  from  one  bat- 
talion to  another  to  obtain  certi- 
ficate of  discharge  and  produce  it  to 
the  commanding  officer  where  he 
next  settles,   160-161 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal 161 

Enrolled  militia  men  to  prove  their 
age,    161 

Persons  having  estates  to  pay  15s  in 
every  £100  over  and  above  their 
other  fines  for  non-attendance 161 

Provision  for  ascertaining  amount  of 
such  estates 162 

Pay  of  lieutenants  and  sub-lieuten- 
ant,     162 

Provision  for  the  hiring  of  substitutes,  162 

Lieutenant  and  two  free-holders  to 
hear  appeals  of  parties  aggrieved  by 
things  done  in  pursuance  of  act,   ..  163 

Oath   of  freeholders 163 
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Penalty  for  buying  or  selling  anus,  etc,  163 

Deserters  from  the  enemy  not  to  be 
enrolled,    164 

Nor  to  be  subject  to  fine  for  not  serv- 
ing  in   the,    - 164 

Civil  process  not  to  be  served  on  offi- 
cers or  privates  while  going  to  or  re- 
turning from  review,    164 

Moneys  arising  from  act  to  be  used 
for  relief  of  disabled  militia  men, 
their  widows  and  children 164-165 

Provision  for  support  of  families  of 

militia  men  killed  In  service,  ....165-166 
Relief  not  to  exceed  half  pay  of  de- 
ceased officer  or  private,   166 

Penalty    for    misbehavior    of    officers 

while   on   parade 166 

Penalty  for  officers  neglecting  to  give 
orders  for  assemblylng  battalion,  or 

company ,    166-167 

Penalty  for  captains  neglecting  to 
make  out  a  list  of  persons  noticed  to 

perform  tour  of  duty 167 

Rules  and  regulations,  167-169 

Makeup  of  general  court  martial,   ...  167 
Make  up  of  regimental  court  martial,  167 
Convictions  to  be  had  on  two-thirds 
vote,    167 

Witnesses  to  be  examined  on  oath  by 
president  of  court  martial,    168 

Oath  of  members  of  court  martial,..  168 

By  whom  administered,    168 

Members  of  the,  called  as  witnesses 
and  refusing  to  give  evidence  to  be 
censured  or  fined,   168 

Officer  or  private  charged  with  trans- 
gressing rules  to  be  relieved  until 
trial 168 

Officer  or  private  aggrieved  by  com- 
manding officer  to  complain  to  lieu- 
tenant,      168 

Lieutenant  to  summon  regimental 
court  martial,    168 

Punishment  by  court  martial  limited 
to,   degrading,  cashiering  or  fining,  168 

Inferior  officer  or  private  injured  by 
captain,  etc.,  to  complain  to  com- 
manding officer,    168 

38— X 
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Commanding  officer  to  summon  regi- 
mental court  martial,   168 

Commanding  officer  empowered  to 
pardon  persons  court  martialed,   ...  169 

Militia  in  exercising  not  to  be  kept 
under  arms  more  than  six  hours  per 
day 169 

Not  to  meet  at  taverns  on  days  of  ex- 
ercise  169 

Fines,  how  recoverable 169 

Payment  for  services  where  no  special 
recompense   is   provided 170 

To  assist  In  collecting  fines  when  nec- 
essary,   170 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal,   170 

Provision  for  proceedings  against  de- 
serters,      170 

All  suits  under  act  to  be  brought  in 
the  county  where  the  offence  is  com- 
mitted  170 

Defendants  may  plead  general  issue 
and  give  act  and  special  matter  in 
evidence,    170-171 

Defendant  to  have  treble  costs  where 
plaintiff  becomes  nonsuit,  discon- 
tinues or  has  judgment  pass  against 
him 171 

Fines,  how  recoverable,  171 

To  be  collected  by  distress 171 

Aggrieved  parties  to  have  appeal  to 
common  pleas,   171 

Verdict  of  common  pleas  to  be  con- 
clusive,     172 

Former  acts  of  assembly  repealed,..  172 

Repeal  not  to  alter  powers,  etc.,  of 
present  lieutenant,  etc 172 

Retiring  lieutenant  to  deliver  to  sue- 
cessor  under  oath  an  account  of  all 
outstanding  fines,   etc 173 

Bach  company  of  the,  to  furnish  one 
man  for  the  formation  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers,    191 

Proceedings  where  militia  company 
falls  or  neglects  to  furnish  volun- 
teer  193 

Captains  of  militia  companies  to  notify 
companies  to  meet  and  carry  act 
into  effect 193 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal,   193 
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MILITIA— Continued.  Pa*e- 

Penalty  for  lieutenant  or  sub-lieu- 
tenant neglecting  to  perform  duty 
required  by  act 1M 

Each  company  to  furnish  two  men 
for  the  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  In- 
stead of  one 1W> 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal  to  col- 
lect militia  fines 197-llto 

Supplement  to  act  for  the  regulation 
of   the 225 

Price  of  day  labor  to  be  fixed  by  gen- 
eral assembly 226 

Fines  and  penalties  for  neglect  of 
militia  duty,  and  militia  bounty  to 
be  determined  for  a  limited  time  by 
such  rate,    226 

Act  not  to  be  construed  to  alter,  miti- 
gate or  discharge  any  fine  or  penalty 
already  accrued,    226 

Authority  of  the  quarter  sessions 
under  prior  act,  continued,  226 

Lieutenant  or  sub-lieutenant  neglect- 
ing or  refusing  to  deliver  up,  to  their 
successors  in  office,  books,  accounts,' 
etc.,   to  forfeit  10,000£ 227 

Forfeiture  to  be  recovered  by  indict- 
ment, bill,  plaint,  information  or 
account  of  debt 227 

Application  of  the  penalty,    227 

Upon  second  refusal  offender  to  suffer 
additional  penalty  of  six  months  im- 
prisonment without  bail  or  main- 
prise  227 

Parts  of  prior  act  repealed 227 

Act  providing  for  the  present  defense 
of  this  state 361 

President  to  call  out  enough  wagons 
to  transport  baggage  and  stores  of 
troops  called  out  for  the  defense  of 
the  state 61 

County  wagon  masters  and  constables 
to  perform  same  duties  as  required 
under  former  wagon  laws,    361 

Compensation  of  wagon  masters 362 

President  to  seize  and  impress 
wagons,  etc.,  if  sufficient  number 
cannot  be  procured  in  manner  pre- 
scribed by  act,    362 

President  to  seize  and  impress  arms, 
ammunition,  stores,  etc.,  when  nec- 
essary and  apply  the  same  to  public 
use 362 


MILITIA— Continued.  p**e 

Seizure  to  be  certified  and  the  value  to 
be    ascertained    specie 362 

President  to  billet  and  quarter  troops 
upon  public  or  private  houses 362 

President  authorized  to  call  out  all  of 
the  militia  without  respect  to 
classes 363 

Person  neglecting  or  refusing  to  per- 
form tour  of  militia  duty  on  call  of 
president  to  be  fined,   363 

President  authorized  to  draw  upon  the 
treasury  for  necessary  money  to  pro- 
cure arms  and  ammunition,  etc.,   ..  363 

President  authorized  to  impress  horses 
and  wagons,  etc.,  for  the  removal  of 
families  and  property  of  inhabitants 
of  Philadelphia,  Northern  Liberties, 
and  Southwark  who  are  in  actual 
service  against  the  enemy 363 

Duration  of  act  limited 364 

One  extra  company  of  the,  to  be  raised 
for  the  defense  of  the  frontiers  of 
the  state 373 

To  be  clothed,  etc.,  by  and  be  under 
the  direction  of  the  supreme  execu- 
tive  council 373 

Supreme  executive  council  to  appoint 
and  commission  the  officers  of  said 
company 373 

Officers  to  be  taken  from  those  of  the 
Pennsylvania  line  who  are  on  half 
pay 374 

Compensation  of  recruits 374 

Inhabitants  waylaying  and  annoying 
the  enemy  in  their  incursions  and 
depredations  to  be  entitled  to  militia 
pay  and  rations,   374 

Supreme  executive  council  to  draw  on 
the  treasury  for  such  necessary 
sums 374 

Forces  raised  under  act  to  be  bound 
by  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  374-375 

Supreme  executive  council  empower- 
ed to  order  all  of  troops  or  any  ex- 
pedition against  the  savages  or  other 
enemies  on  the  frontiers  of  the  state,  375 

Taxes  due  by  persons  driven  from 
their  homes  to  be  levied  proportion- 
ately on  the  other  parts  of  the  coun- 
ties,     375 
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MILITIA— Continued. 

County  commissioners  authorised  to 
exonerate  from  taxation  Inhabitants 
who  have  been  so  driven  off  and  dis- 
tressed by  the  enemy 375 

Also  to  exonerate  those  Inhabitants 
who  stay  on  the  frontiers  for  the 
purpose  of  Its  defence,   376 

Commissioners  to  transmit  to  general 
Assembly  a  list  of  the  names,  etc., 
of  the  persons  so  exonerated,  376 

MILLERS.    See  Flour. 

MONONGAHELA  RIVER. 

Ferries  established  on 471 

Declared  to  be  a  public  highway 472 

MONOPOLIES. 

Henry  Quest  given  sole  right  for  5 
years  of  manufacturing  oil  and  blub- 
ber in  manner  discovered  by  him,  ..  132 

All  other  persons  prohibited,  122 

Penalty  for  violation 132 

Sample  of  materials  used  to  be  lodged 

with  clerk  of  assembly 133 

Same  to  be  also  published,   133 

MOYAMENSING. 

Act  to  prevent  trespassing  upon  un- 
enclosed grounds  In,  Passyunk, 
Northern  Liberties,  German  town, 
and,  revived 116 

Penalty  for  suffering  beasts  to  run  at 
large  In,   Increased k 116 

Running  at  large  of  swine  In,  pro- 
hibited  116 

Such  swine  to  be  forfeited 116 

Disposition  of  forfeiture 116-117 

Person  aggrieved  by  seizure  of  swine 
to  have  appeal  to  justice  of  the 
peace,   117 

Party  appealing  to  forfeit  40s  where 
seizure  is  confirmed 117 

Militia  of  South wark,  Passyunk,  The 
Northern  Liberties  and,  united  to 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,   147 

Act  to  prevent  the  trespassing  upon 
the  unenclosed  grounds  of  Pass- 
yunk, Northern  Liberties,  German- 
town,  Bristol,  and,  revived,   283 
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Corporation  of  contributors,  etc.,  neg- 
lecting to  meet  annually  and  choose 
12  managers,  overseers  of  the  poor 
of  Philadelphia,  Southwark,  Moya- 
mensing  and  the  Northern  Liberties 
to  be  vested  with  their  powers,  etc.,  402 

Overseers  of  the  Poor  incorporated 
under  the  name  of  "The  Guardians 
of  the  Poor  of  the  City  of  Philadel- 
phia,"    402 

To  appoint  half-yearly  six  of  their 
number  to  superintend  the  alms- 
house and  house  of  employment, 
etc.,    403 

Such  six  overseers  to  be  exempt  from 
all  other  duties  as  overseers,  403 

Any  overseer  with  the  consent  of  one 
justice  of  the  peace  to  afford  relief 
to  the  sudden  necessity  of  any  poor 
person  not  exceeding  3£  in  three 
months,     403 

One-half  of  overseers  not  to  continue 
In  office  more  than  six  months  and 
their  successors  to  be  appointed  half- 
yearly,   403 

Penalty  for  neglect  of  overseers  to 
serve 404 

Overseers  with  the  approbation  of  two 
justices  of  the  peace  to  bnld  out 
poor  disorderly  persons 404 

Persons  over  forty  years  or  married 
exempted,    404 

Term  of  binding  not  to  exceed  3 
years 404-405 

Part  of  prior  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  made  perpetual 405 

Authority  of  mayor,  recorder  and  al- 
dermen of  Philadelphia  under  such 
act  vested  In  the  justices  of  the 
peace  of  said  city 405 

Act  for  the  better  relief  of  the  poor, 
etc.,   repealed 405 

Act  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  repealed,  405 

Act  for  the  better  employment  of  the 
poor  Incorporating  Passyunk  with 
Philadelphia,  Southwark,  Moya- 
mensing  and  Northern  Liberties  re- 
pealed  405-406 

MULATTOES.    See  Slavery. 

And  negroes  taken  as  price  upon  the 
sea  not  to  be  sold 101 
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MULATTOES— Continued. 

To  be  appraised  and  delivered  to  cap- 
tors,     1#1 

MUTILATION. 

Part  punishment  for  raising  or  know- 
ingly uttering  raised  bills  of  credit,  807 
N. 
NAVAL.  OFFICER. 

Fees  of,  to  be  paid  in  wheat,  40 

To  receive  one-third  of  seized  goods 

attempted  to  be  unlawfully  exported,    44 
Flour  of  wheat  not   to   be  laden  on 
board   any    vessel   until   master   of 
such  vessel  delivers  to,  a  memorial 

in  writing,  246 

Contents  of  memorial,   245 

Naval  officer  to  take  bond  in  double 
the  value  of  flour  to  be  shipped  for 
faithful  compliance  of  master  with 

provisions  of  act,    245 

To  then   grant  permit  for   lading  of 

same 245 

Ship  containing  flour  not  to  be  cleared 
until  master  produce  to  naval  offi- 
cer a  certificate  from  the  proper  offi- 
cer acknowledging  the  receipt  or 
tender   of  flour   for   the  public  use 

equal  to  one-third  of  cargo,   246 

Act  not  to  discharge  master  of  ship 
from  delivering  to  naval  officer  a 
true  manifest  of  the  lading  thereof, .  246 

Duties  on  imported  goods,  etc 263 

Imported  goods  together  with  the 
casks,  etc.,  to  vest  in  the  common- 
wealth where  naval  officer  tenders 
to  importer  the  value  of  the  goods 

and  10  per  cent,  increase,   253 

Importer  liable  for  freight,  etc.,  ac- 
cruing previous  to  landing,  etc.,  ...  253 
Commonwealth  to  recover  possession 
of  such  goods,  by  action  of  detinue, 
trover  and  conversion,  or  replevin,  253 
Naval  officer  upon  due  entry  of  goods, 
etc.,  and  payment  of  or  securing  the 
duties  imposed   by  act   to   grant   a 

permit  for  landing,   253-264 

Where  goods,  etc.,  remain  in  vessel 
ten  days  after  the  arrival  thereof, 
without  the  duty  being  paid  or  se- 
cured, master  to  deliver  same  to  ' 
naval  officer  to  be  warehoused  and 
kept  at  owner's  risk  and  expense,  ..  154 


NAVAL,  OFFICER— Continued. 

Moneys  arising  therefrom  after  pay- 
ment of  duty  and  charges  to  be  lodg- 
ed with  state  treasurer  for  use  of 

owner,    264 

Masters  of  ships  not  to  unload  with- 
out permit,    254 

Penalty  for  violation,   255 

Naval  officer  his  deputy  and  assist- 
ants, to  enter  vessels  and  suspected 
houses  in  search  of  concealed  goods 

*   liable  to  duty,    265 

In  case  of  opposition  or  refusal  naval 
officer  to  obtain  a  writ  of  assistance 
from  two  justices  of  the  supreme 
court  and  break  open  doors,  etc.,..  265 
Persons  trading  in  the  Delaware  and 
coming  into  port  with  goods  in  ves- 
sels liable  to  duties  to  comply  with 

provisions  of  act,    255 

River  vessels  not  required  to  pay  more 
than  two  shillings  for  exhibiting  a 
manifest  of  goods  liable  to  duty,  ..  256 
Master   refusing  to   exhibit  manifest 

to  forfeit  £1,000 256 

Fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures  in- 
curred under  act,  how  recoverable,  266 

Application  of,   256 

In  actions  against  goods  seized,  bur- 
den of  proof  to  He  upon   claimant 

instead  of  prosecutor,    256 

Claimant  to  enter  security  for  costs 

before  instituting  action,  256 

Naval  officer  or  person  sued  under  act 
may  plead  the  general  issue  and  give 
act- and  special  matter  in  evidence,  256 
Defendant  to  have  treble  costs  where 
plaintiff  becomes  nonsuit,  discon- 
tinued or  has  judgment  pass  against 

Wm, 256-267 

All  suits  under  act  to  be  brought  with- 
in one  year  from  time  of  injury,  ...  257 
To  keep  fair  accounts,  etc.,  and  pay 
over  balance  monthly  to  state  treas- 
urer  257 

To  submit  all  books  and  papers  to  the 
inspection  of  the  president  and  coun- 
cil,     267 

To  annually  settle  his  accounts  with 

the  auditors  of  the  public  accounts,  257 
Compensation  of 267 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Index. 


597 


Pag*. 

NAVAL  OFFICER— Continued. 

Duties  to  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver  as 
they  passed  in  1775  or  other  money 
equivalent,    267 

Fines,  penalties,  etc.,  to  be  levied, 
satisfied  and  paid  accordingly,  257 

Bond  of 257 

Sureties  on  such  bond  to  be  approved 
of  by  the  president  and  council,  ...  253 

Bond  to  be  filed,  and  recorded  with 
the  secretary  of  the  supreme  execu- 
tive council 258 

To  appoint  a  deputy,   258 

Act  not  to  give  authority  to  collect 
duty  on  common  salt,  gunpowder, 
etc.,    258 

Amount  of  loans  negotiated  under 
resolutions  of  May  29,  1780,  to  be  set 
apart  in  hands  of  state  treasurer 
subject  to  orders  of  supreme  execu- 
tive council,  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
charging such  loans  with  Interest 
thereon 258 

NAVIGATION.    See      Delaware      River; 
Delaware  Bay. 

Supplement  to  act  regulating  naviga- 
tion and  trade,    418 

No  goods,  wares,  merchandise  produc- 
ed or  manufactured  by  Great  Bri- 
tain to  be  imported  Into  this  state,..  419 

All  such  goods  to  be  confiscated 419 

One-half  to  go  to  informer  and  the 
other  half  to  the  commonwealth,   ..  419 

All  actions  under  act  against  Im- 
porters to  be  brought  within  six 
months,    419 

Proviso  as  to  goods,  wares,  merchan- 
dise taken  as  prize 419 

Such  goods,  wares  and  merchandise 
not  to  be  imported  from  neutral 
ports,    420 

Captain,  etc.,  of  vessels  to  certify  that 
Imported  goods  from  neutral  ports 
are  not  the  growth,  product,  etc., 
of  Great  Britain,   420 

Such  goods  to  be  confiscated  if  cap- 
tain neglects  to  produce  certifi- 
cate  420-421 

Part  of  prior  act  regulating  navigation 
and  trade  repealed,  421 
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NAVIGATION— Continued. 

Supplement  to  act  for  guarding  and 
defending  the  navigation  in  the 
Delaware  river  and  bay,   498 

Commissioners  appointed  under  prior 
act  authorised  to  borrow  20, 000 £  ad- 
ditional for  carrying  it  into  execu- 
tion,      494 

State  share  of  prize  money  appro- 
priated for  raising  and  supporting 
armament  for  the  defense  of  the 
navigation  in  the  Delaware  river, 
etc 494-495 

NAVY.    See  Pensions. 

Officers,  seamen  and  marines  to  re- 
ceive like  allowances  of  pensions  as 
the  army 63-64 

Widows  of  officers  of  the,  etc.,  also 
entitled 64 

NEGROES.    See  Slaves. 
And  mulattoes  taken  as  prize  upon  the 

sea  not  to  be  sold,   101 

To  be  appraised  and  delivered  to  cap- 
tors,      101 

NETS.    See  Brush  Nets. 

Limitations  and  restrictions  respect- 
ing the  catching  of  shad  by  seines 
or  nets  in  the  Schuylkill  river 271 

NEWSPAPERS. 

Rates  for  sweeping  chimneys  in  Phila- 
delphia, etc.,  to  be  published  in  one 
or  more,   8 

Auditors  appointed  to  settle  public 
accounts  to  give  public  notice  of 
their  appointment  by  advertisement 
in  some  newspaper  printed  in  Phila- 
delphia,        76 

Contents  of  such  notice,    76 

Register  of  admiralty  to  give  notice 
in  the,  of  the  day  set  for  trial  of 
prize  causes,    etc.,    99 

Supreme  executive  council  after  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1781,  to  publish  monthly  In 
the  Philadelphia  English  and  Ger- 
man, the  rate  of  exchange  between 
specie  and  continental  money 251 

Ten  days'  public  notice  to  be  given 
of  the  sale  of  goods  condemned  as 
contraband,  if  the  value  thereof  be 
under  50 £ 502 


Digitized  by 


Google 


598 


Index. 


Page. 
NEWSPAPERS— Continued. 

Like  notice  to  be  also  inserted  in  one 
of  the  Philadelphia  weekly  news- 
papers, if  the  value  exceeds  60£v  ..  503 

NIGHTLY    WATCH.    See    Philadelphia, 
City  of. 

NON  OBSTANTE  CLAUSE. 

Use  of 172,243,269 

NON-SUIT. 

Defendant  to  have  treble  costs  in  cer- 
tain suits,  if  plaintiff  becomes,  suf- 
fers a  discontinuance,  or  has  judg- 
ment passed  against  him,. 256, 257, 324, 448 

NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY. 

Act  for  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Bedford,  Northumberland,  West- 
moreland and,    114 

County  commissioners  and  assessors 
to  lay  state  taxes  by  former  returns,  114 

Commissioners  and  assessors  to  ex- 
onerate from  taxes  persons  driven 
oil  from  their  settlements  by  the 
enemy 114 

To  transmit  to  the  general  assembly 
a  list  of  the  persons  so  exonerated,.  115 

Deficiencies  arising  in  raising  quota 
of,  to  be  made  good  out  of  state 
taxes,    116 

Elizabeth  Allen,  widow  of  James  Al- 
t' len,  empowered  during  the  minority 
of  her  son  to  grant  and  convey  sun- 
dry lots  of  land  in  the  town  of 
Northampton,  county  of  Northamp- 
ton  496 

NORTHAMPTON  TOWNSHIP. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  in  Northampton  and  South- 
ampton, in  the  county  of  Bucks,  in- 
corporated,      626 

NORTHERN  LIBERTIES. 

Chimney  sweepers  in,  to  register  and 

obtain  a  certificate,    5-6 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal,   6 

To  wear  the  number  contained  in  their 
certificate  on  the  front  of  their  caps,      6 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal,   6 

Chimney  sweepers  in,  to  sweep  chim- 
neys within  48  hours  after  applica- 
tion,        7 


NORTHERN  LIBERTIES— Continued. 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal 7 

Rates  allowed  for  sweeping  chimneys,      7 

Penalty  on  persons  whose  unswept 
chimneys  in,  take  fire  and  blaze  out 
at  the  top,   7 

Penalty  where  chimneys  take  fire  and 
blaze  out  at  the  top  within  one 
month  from  sweeping,    7 

Chimney  sweepers  in,  to  pay  officer 
10s  per  day  for  granting  certificate, 
etc.,    7 

Officer  for  granting  certificates  to 
chimney  sweepers  in,  to  be  appoint- 
ed by  warden  and  three  justices,  ..      8 

Rates  for  sweeping  chimneys  in,  to 
be  regulated  and  fixed  by  justices 
of  the  peace,  8 

Rates  to  be  published  in  one  or  more 
newspapers,    8 

Penalties  arising  under  act  to  be  paid 
equally  to  overseers  of  the  poor  and 
officer  for  granting  certificates 8 

Provisions  of  act  limited  to  within  one 
mile  of  the  bounds  of  Philadelphia 
city,     8 

Military  barracks  erected  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  and  the,  vested  in 
the  commonwealth 49 

Act  to  prevent  trespassing  upon  unen- 
closed grounds  in  Moyamensing, 
Passyunk,  German  town,  and,  re- 
vived  116 

Penalty  for  suffering  beasts  to  run  at 
large  in,  increased 116 

Running  at  large  of  swine  in,  pro- 
hibited,     116 

Such  swine  to  be  forfeited,    116 

Disposition  of  forfeiture 116-117 

Person  aggrieved  by  seizure  of  swine 
to  have  appeal  to  justice  of  the 
peace,   117 

Party  appealing  to  forfeit  40s  where 
seizure  is  confirmed 117 

Militia  of  Southwark,  Moyamensing, 
Passyunk,  and  the,  united  to  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,    147 

Palmer's  Lane  in  the,  vacated,   174 

Act  to  prevent  the  trespassing  upon 
the  unenclosed  grounds  of  Pass- 
yunk, Moyamensing,  German  town, 
Bristol  and,  revived 283 
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Corporation  of  contributors,  etc.,  neg- 
lecting to  meet  annually  and  choose 
12  managers;  overseers  of  the  poor 
of  Philadelphia,  Southwark,  Moya- 
mensing  and  the  Northern  Liberties 
to  be  vested  with  their  powers,  etc.,  402 

Overseers  of  the  poor  incorporated 
under  the  name  of  "The  Guardians 
of  the  Poor  of  the  City  of  Philadel- 
phia,"    402 

To  appoint  half-yearly  six  of  their 
number  to  superintendent  the  alms- 
house and  house  of  employment,  etc.,  403 

Such  six  overseers  to  be  exempt  from 
all  other  duties  as  overseers,   403 

Any  overseer  with  the  consent  of  one 
justice  of  the  peace  to  afford  relief 
to  the  sudden  necessity  .of  any  poor 
person  not  exceeding  S£  in  three 
months,     403 

One-half  of  overseers  not  to  continue 
in  office  more  than  six  months  and 
their  successors  to  be  appointed 
half-yearly,     403 

Penalty  for  neglect  of  overseers  to 
serve,    404 

Overseers  with  the  approbation  of  two 
justices  of  the  peace  to  bind  out 
poor  disorderly  persons 404 

Persons  over  forty  years  or  married 
exempted,    404 

Term  of  binding  not  to  exceed  3 
years,    404-405 

Part  of  prior  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  made  perpetual 406 

Authority  of  mayor,  recorder  and  al- 
dermen of  Philadelphia  under  such 
act  vested  In  the  Justices  of  the 
peace  of  said  city,   405 

Act  for  the  better  relief  of  the  poor, 
etc.,   repealed 406 

Act  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  repealed,,  405 

Act  for  the  better  employment  of  the 
poor  Incorporating  Passyunk  with 
Philadelphia,  Southwark,  Moya- 
mensing  and  Northern  Liberties  re- 
pealed  405-406 

Fees  of  auctioneers  in  Philadelphia, 
Northern  Liberties  and  Southwark, 

468,469 
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Auctioneers  to  demand  and  receive  an 
additional  1  per  cent,  for  the  use  of 
the  commonwealth,   469 

Auctioneers  bond  to  the  president  to 
be  security  for  the  proper  applica- 
tion of  the  same,   469 

Revenue  arising  from  auctions  in 
Philadelphia,  Northern  Liberties  and 
Southwark  appropriated  to  the  sup- 
port of  government  and  the  admin- 
istration of  justice,  469,470 

NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

Act  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Northampton,  Bedford,  Westmore- 
land and,   114 

County  commissioners  and  assessors 
to  lay  state  taxes  by  former  returns,  114 

Commissioners  and  assessors  to  ex- 
onerate from  taxes  persons  driven 
off  from  their  settlements  by  the 
enemy,   114 

To  transmit  to  the  general  assembly 
a  list  of  the  persons  so  exonerated,.  115 

Deficiencies  arising  in  raising  quota 
of,    to  be  made  good  out  of  state 

taxes,    115 

NOTARY  PUBLIC. 

Fees  of,  to  be  paid  in  wheat,  41 

NUISANCES.    See  Carlisle,  Borough  of. 

Burgesses  of  Carlisle  to  remove  all 
nuisances  in  highways,  etc.,    427 

Buildings  erected  encroaching  on 
highways  in  Carlisle  prior  to  its  in- 
corporation as  a  borough  not  to  be 
deemed  nuisances,   430 

Persons  in  Carlisle  not  to  cast  dirt, 
earth,  etc.,  from  their  Improvements 
into  the  public  streets  without  re- 
moving same,    440 

Nor  to  cast  shavings,  ashes,  etc.,  on 
any  pavement  or  into  any  public 
street,     441 

Distillers,  soap-boilers  and  tallow- 
chandlers  not  to  discharge  foul  li- 
quor so  as  to  run  through  the  streets 
of  Carlisle,  nor  to  collect  and  keep 
putrid  fat,  etc 441-442 

Butchers  in  Carlisle  not  to  keep  gar- 
bage or  filth  at  or  near  Carlisle,  ....  442 

Carrion,  filth,  etc.,  not  to  be  left  on 
unenclosed  ground,    442 
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NUISANCES— Continued. 

No  length  of  time  to  bar  the  removal 
of  nuisances  from  public  streets  in 

Philadelphia,    489-490 

Commissioners  to  remove  trees  grow- 
ing in  the  streets 490 

Penalty   for   obstructing   them   in   so 

doing 490 

Regulations  respecting  grates  over 
vaults  in  the  streets  of  Philadel- 
phia,     491 

Part  of  act  directing  the  removal  of 
trees  out  of    the    streets,     etc.,   of 

Philadelphia,  repealed 611 

O. 
OATHS. 

Of  the  trustees,  etc.,  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, ..26-27 

Form  of  in  returning  estreats 136 

Of  members  of  court  martial,   16S 

By  whom  administered,    168 

Of  commissioners  appointed  to  procure 
this  state's  quota  of  army  provisions 

for  1780 177 

Of    election    officers    in    Washington 

county,    275 

Of  deputy  flour  inspector,    295 

To  be  administered  by  a  justice  of  the 

peace,    295 

Of  signers  of  bills  of  credit,   304 

Of  county  commissioners,   332 

Of  assessors,   332 

Of  office  of  burgess,  constable  and 
town  clerk  of  the  borough  of  Car- 
lisle,      428 

Of  comptroller  general 456 

OFFICERS.    See    Militia;     Pennsylvania 
Line;  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 
Serving   in   the  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers to  receive  same  pay  as  troops 

in  the  Federal  Army,   193 

Exempted  from  taxation  during  term 

of  service,    194 

OIL. 

Henry  Guest  given  sole  right  for  5 
years  of  manufacturing,  and  blubber 
from  materials  discovered  by  him,..  132 

All  other  persons  prohibited 132 

Penalty  for  violation,   132 

Sample  of  materials  used  to  be  lodged 

with  the  clerk  of  assembly,    133 

Same  to  be  also  published,   133 


Page. 

ONUS  PROBANDI.    See  Burden  of  Proof. 

ORPHANS'  COURT. 

Fees  of  the  justices  of  the,  to  be  paid 
in  wheat,   40 

Fees  of  the  clerks  of  the,  to  be  paid 
in  wheat,   40 

Widows  claiming  pensions  to  produce 
to  the,  a  certificate  of  husband's 
death  and  his  commission 60-61 

When  satisfied  of  the  justice  of  the 
claim  to  ascertain  the  same  by  way 
of   annuity,    61 

And  to  make  an  order  on  the  county 
treasurer  for  the  payment  thereof, . .    61 

To  examine  the  records  of  annuities 
every  three  months  and  send  list  of 
widows  entitled  to  county  treasurer,    61 

Clerk  of,  to.  transmit  a  copy  of  such 
list  to  the  secretary  of  the  supreme 
executive  council 61 

OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

One-half  of  fines  arising  under  act 
regulating  chimney  sweepers  in 
Philadelphia,  etc.,  to  be  paid  to,  ...      8 

One-half  of  penalties  accruing  under 
act  for  the  suppression  of  public  auc- 
tions to  go  to 17 

Two  justices  of  the  peace  upon  com- 
plaint of  the,  to  levy  a  tax  not  ex- 
ceeding 7s  6d  in  the  pound  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor 33 

To  bind  out  negro  and  mulatto  chil- 
dren born  of  slaves  where  they  are 
abandoned  by  persons  entitled  to 
them 69 

To  receive  one-half  of  forfeited  swine 
found  running  at  large  In  Passyunk, 
Moyamensing,  Northern  Liberties, 
Germantown  and  Bristol,   117 

One-half  of  all  fines,  forfeitures  and 
charges  imposed  under  act  to  pre- 
vent the  exportation  of  bread  and 
flour  not  merchantable,  etc.,  to  go 
to  the 295 

Corporation  of  contributors,  etc.,  neg- 
lecting to  meet  annually  and  choose 
12  managers;  overseers  of  the  poor 
of  Philadelphia,  South wark,  Moya- 
mensing and  the  Northern  Liberties 
to  be  vested  with  their  powers,  etc.,  402 
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OVERSEERS     OP     THE     POOR— Con- 
tinued. 

Overseers  of  the  poor  Incorporated 
under  the  name  of  "The  Guardians 
of  the  Poor  of  the  City  of  Philadel- 
phia,"   402 

To  appoint  half-yearly  six  of  their 
number  to  superintend  the  alms- 
house and  house  of  employment, 
etc 403 

Such  six  overseers  to  be  exempt  from 
all  other  duties  as  overseers 403 

Any  overseer  with  the  consent  of  one 
Justice  of  the  peace  to  afford  relief 
to  the  sudden  necessity  of  any  poor 
person  not  exceeding  3£  in  three 
months,   403 

One-half  of  overseers  not  to  continue 
in  office  more  than  six  months  and 
their  successors  to  be  appointed  half- 
yearly,    403 

Penalty  for  neglect  of  overseers  to 
serve,    404 

Overseers  with  the  approbation  of  two 
justices  of  the  peace  to  bind  out 
poor  disorderly  persons,    404 

Persons  over  forty  years  or  married 
exempted,    404 

Term  of  binding  not  to  exceed  3 
years,    404-406 

Part  of  prior  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  made   perpetual,    406 

OYER  AND  TERMINER. 

To  have  Jurisdiction  of  offenses  where 
officers  of  land  office,  etc.,  neglect  or 
refuse  to  deliver  up  books,  papers, 
etc.,    3g 

Traitors,  pirates,  felons,  etc.,  offend- 
ing upon  the  sea  to  be  tried  by  grand 
and  petit  Juries 104 

Trial  to  be  had  in  Philadelphia  court 
nouse 106 

Justices  of  the  supreme  court  and 
judge  of  admiralty  constituted  Jus- 
tlce»  of,    106 

Judge  of  admiralty  to  be  present  of, 
in  chief  Justices  absence,   105 

Persons  standing  mute  upon  arraign- 
ment to  be  deemed  to  have  pleaded 
not  guilty 105 


Pace. 
OYER  AND  TERMINER— Continued. 
Provision   for  trial  of   offences   com- 
mitted partly  on  land  and  partly  at 
sea,    105 

P. 

PALMER'S  LANE. 

In  the  Northern  Liberties,  vacated,..  174 

PAPER  MONEY.  See  Bank  of  North 
America;  Bills  of  Credit. 

Penalty  for  counterfeiting  or  forging, 
of  the  U.  S 15-16 

Different  emissions  of  paper  money 
declared  payable  in  arrearages  of 
taxes 473 

Received  by  tax  collectors  or  county 
treasurers  to  be  paid  into  state 
treasury  at  the  same  value  as  re- 
ceived  473 

PARDONS. 

Supreme  executive  council  empowered 
to  pardon  persons  convicted  of 
treason  or  other  felony  on  condition 
of  their  leaving  the  United  States,..  Ill 

Such  pardons  to  be  void  if  such  per- 
sons return Ill 

Of  all  persons  engaged  in  Wilson 
Riots 118 

To  be  construed  beneficially  as  to  per- 
sons charged 118 

President  of  supreme  executive  coun- 
cil empowered  to  pardon,  etc.,  per- 
sons convicted  under  militia  act,   ...  169 

Commanding  officer  empowered  to 
grant  pardons  to  persons  court  mar- 
tialed,   169 

PARENT  AND  CHILD. 

Fathers,  masters,  etc.,  to  be  account- 
able for  the  fines  of  minors  and  ap- 
prentices under  militia  act,   159 

PARTY  WALLS.  See  Carlisle,  Bor- 
ough of. 

Foundation  of,  in  Carlisle  not  to  be 
laid  before  obtaining  consent  of  reg- 
ulators to  do  so 431 

Builder  thereof  to  be  reimbursed  one 
moiety  of  the  cost  before  next 
builder  breaks  into  same 431 

Person  laying  foundation  of,  before 
viewed  by  regulators,  to  forfeit  5£,  432 
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PARTY  WALLS— Continued. 

No  foundations  of,  to  be  laid  in  Phila- 
delphia until  the  same  be  adjusted 

and  marked  by  the  regulators,   487 

Penalty  for  violation 487 

Disposition  of  penalty 487 

All  prosecution  to  be  commenced  with- 
in one  year  from  the  date  of  offence,  487 

PASSYUNK. 

Act  to  prevent  trespassing  upon  un- 
enclosed grounds  in  Moyamensing, 
Northern  Liberties,  Germantown, 
and,  revived,   116 

Penalty  for  suffering  beasts  to  run  at 
large  in,  increased,    116 

Running  at  large  of  swine  in,  pro- 
hibited,     116 

Such  swine  to  be  forfeited,   116 

Disposition  of  forfeiture 116-117 

Person  aggrieved  by  seizure  of  swine 
to  have  apepal  to  Justices  of  the 
peace 117 

Party  appealing  to  forfeit  40s  where 
seizure   is  confirmed 117 

Militia  of  Moyamensing,  Southwark, 
the  Northern  Liberties  and,  united 
to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,   147 

Act  to  prevent  the  trespassing  upon 
the  unenclosed  grounds  of,  Moya- 
mensing, Northern  Liberties,  Ger- 
mantown, Bristol  and,  revived,  ....  283 

Act  for  the  better  employment  of  the 
poor  incorporating  Passyunk  with 
Philadelphia,  Southwark,  Moya- 
mensing and  Northern  Liberties,  re- 
pealed,     405-406 

PAUPERS.    See  Overseers  of  the  Poor; 
Poor. 


PATENTS.    See  Land 

Persons  entitled  to  lands  within  the 
Indian  purchase  to  receive  patents 
on  payment  of  purchase  money  and 
interest,    etc.,    810 

Where  surveys  have  not  been  return- 
ed to  the  former  land  office  an  order 
of  survey  and  patent  may  be  ob- 
tained under  certain  conditions,  .810-311 

Form  of,   312-313 

To  be  recorded  in  the  rolls  office,  813 


Pact. 

PATENTS— Continued. 
*    Henry    Guest   given  sole   right   for   5 
years  of  manufacturing  oil  and  blub- 
ber  from    materials    discovered    by 

him 132 

All  other  persons  prohibited 132 

Penalty  for  violation 132 

Sample  of  materials  used  to  be  lodged 

with  clerk  of  assembly 133 

Same  to  be  also  published 133 

PEDLARS. 

Male  persons  capable  of  bearing  arms 

not  to  be  hawkers  or 21 

Penalty  for  violation,   21 

Disposition  of  penalty,    22 

Prior  act  repealed 22 

PENALTIES. 

Persons  having  estates  to  pay  15s  in 
every  £100  over  and  above  their 
other  fines  for  non-attendance  in 
militia 161 

Provision  for  ascertaining  amount  of 
such  estates 162 

For  quartermasters,  foragemasters, 
etc.,  purchasing  wheat,  etc.,  in  vio- 
lation of  act 182 

Of  commissioners  appointed  to  secure 
provisions  for  the  federal  army  for 
failure  to  make  monthly  returns  to 
president  of  the  quantities,  etc.,  de- 
livered to  commissary  general,   216 

Manner  and  mode  of  collecting  fines, 
penalties  and  forfeitures  under  act 
incorporating  the  borough  of  Car- 
lisle  447 

PENNSYLVANIA  LINE.  See  Public 
Defence. 

Half  pay  allowed  by  Congress  for 
seven  years  to  commissioned  offi- 
cers of  this  state  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  continued  for  life,   ..    59 

Rules  regulating  the  application  and 
payment  thereof,  59-60 

Widows  of  such  officers  to  receive  half 
pay  during  widowhood 60 

Widow  to  produce  to  the  orphans' 
court  a  certificate  of  husbands'  death 
and  his  commission,  60-61 

Orphans'  court  satisfied  of  the  jus- 
tice of  the  claim  to  ascertain  same 
by  way  of  annuity,   61 
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PENNSYLVANIA  LINE— Continued. 

And  make  an  order  on  the  county 
treasurer  for  the  payment  thereof,.    €1 

County  treasurer  to  pay  the  same  out 
of  state  moneys,  ' 61 

Orphans'  court  to  examine  the  records 
of  annuities  every  three  months,  and 
send  list  of  widows  entitled  to  county 
treasurer, 61 

Clerk  of  such  court  to  transmit  a  copy 
of  such  list  to  the  secretary  of  the 
supreme  executive  council 61 

Lands  granted  to  officers  and  soldiers 
to  be  exempt  from  taxation,    61 

Officers  to  receive  a  complete  uniform 
suit  of  clothes  annually,   61-62 

Prices  to  be  paid  by  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  state  for  provisions, 
fixed 68 

Supreme  executive  council  to  defray 
expense  of  procuring  and  distribut- 
ing: such  provisions,    63 

Officers  and  soldiers  entitled  only 
while  on  actual  duty,   63 

Officers  not  entitled  to  a  proportion  of 
clothing  or  stores  for  more  than  one 
commission,    63 

Officers,  seamen  and  marines  to  re- 
ceive like  allowances  with  the 
army,    63-64 

Widows  of  officers  of  the  navy,  etc., 
also  entitled,   64 

Provisions  made  for  children,  etc.,  of 
such  officers,   64 

And  also  for  the  invalids  from  the,.. 64-66 

Troops  entitled  to  benefits  of  act, 
enumerated,   65 

Persons  refusing  to  conform  to  ar- 
rangements and  regulations  as  may 
be  made  by  Congress  or  the  supreme 
executive  council  to  forfeit  benefits 
of  act,   66 

Disputes  concerning  persons  entitled 
to  be  adjusted  by  the  supreme  exe- 
cutive council,    66 

Supreme  executive  council  to  appoint 
auditors  to  settle  the  depreciation  of 
pay  accounts  of  officers  and  privates 
of  the 283 

Auditors  to  estimate  in  specie  all  pay 
received  by  such  officers  and 
privates,   288 


Page. 
PENNSYLVANIA  LINE— Continued. 

Auditors  to  give  officers  and  privates 
certificates  for  the  sums  due  in 
specie,    233-234 

Confiscated  estates  to  be  sold  on  or  be- 
fore July  1,  1781  by  the  proper  agents 
and  specie  certificates,  etc.,  received 
Inpayment,  234 

Certificates  of  privates  not  to  be  trans- 
ferred unless  attested  by  command- 
ing officer,    234 

Certificates  to  be  received  in  payment 
for  unlocated  lands,  etc.,   234 

Auditors  to  settle  the  accounts  of  all 
officers  and  privates  who  have  died 
In  the  service,   etc.,    235 

Widows  and  children  of  such  officers 
and  privates  entitled  to  certificates,  236 

Officers  and  privates  of  the  navy  In 
actual  service  entitled  to  all  benefits 
extended  to  the,  by  act,  235 

Officers  and  privates  of  this  state  made 
prisoners  in  actual  service,  also  en- 
titled to  benefits  of  act,   236 

Oath  of  auditors,    235 

Assembly  may  call  In  certificates  and 
pay  off  the  same,    235-236 

Moneys  received  from  sale  of  confis- 
cated estates  to  be  reserved  for  re- 
deeming certificates,    236 

All  such  certificates  so  received  by 
state  treasurer  to  be  kept  by  him 
and  cancelled  by  order  of  assembly,  236 

Scale  of  depredation  for  guidance  of 
auditors 236-237 

Pay  of  auditors 237 

Certificates  to  be  provided  by  supreme 
executive  council  and  delivered  to 
the  said  auditors 288 

Chaplains  and  surgeons  to  receive 
same  emoluments  and  benefits  as 
commissioned  officers 314-315 

To  be  entitled  also  to  half  pay  of  a 
captain  for  life 315 

Commissioned  officers,  chaplains  and 
surgeons  to  be  liable  to  be  called  into 
service  by  the  supreme  executive 
council  at  any  time,   315 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal  to  obey 
such  call,  815 
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PENNSYLVANIA  LINE— Continued. 

Additional  auditors  for  settling  the  ac- 
counts of  the,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
supreme  executive  council,    315 

Powers,  authority  and  compensation 
of  auditors,   315 

Supreme  executive  council  to  draw  on 
state  treasurer  for  sums  to  pay  off 
part  of  certificates  granted  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the 316 

Commissioners  appointed  by  supreme 
executive    council,    to    take    up   old     • 
certificates  and  grant  new  ones,   ...  316 

New  certificates  to  be  interest  bearing1 
and  negotiable,    316 

Old  certificates  not  taken  up  to  also 
bear  interest  and  be  negotiable,   ...  316 

State  treasurer  on  demand  to  pay 
holders  thereof  one-third  of  face 
value  and  grant  new  certificates  for 
the  balance,   31$ 

Supreme  executive  council  to  order 
sale  of  all  estates  forfeited  under  act 
to  adjust  the  accounts  of  the,  etc.,  317 

Such  sales  to  be  made  on  or  before 
May  10,   1781,    317 

Money  arising  therefrom  to  be  applied 
to  the  uses  and  purposes  specified  in 
act,    317 

Act  for  recruiting  the,  in  the  army  of 
the  U.   S 344 

2,700  men  to  be  raised  to  serve  in  the, 
for  18  months,    344 

Proportionate  quota  of  each  county,  344-346 

County  commissioners  to  transmit  to 
the  several  classes  under  act  of  De- 
cember 23,  1780  an  order  with  dupli- 
cate annexed,    345 

Order  to  contain  the  names  of  each 
and  every  person  containing  such 
class  and  require  each  class  to  de- 
liver one  able  bodied  recruit  within 
fifteen  days,    345 

Commissioners  or  assessors  empower- 
ed to  enlist  for  delinquent  classes...  845 

Such  classes  to  pay  the  costs  and  ex- 
penses  thereof,    345 

Commissioners  to  keep  a  book  in  which 
to  enter  in  numerical  order  the  sev- 
eral delinquent  classes,  etc.,    346 


PENNSYLVANIA  LINE— Continued. 
And  enlist  recruits  for  the  delinquent 
classes  according  to  their  respective 

numbers 346 

Oath  of  commissioners  and  assessors,  346 
Persons   enlisting  recruits   to   be  ex- 
empted from  militia  duty,   346 

Pay  of  recruits 346-347 

Provisions  for  adjusting  disputes  be- 
tween delinquent  classes  and  persons 
furnishing  recruits  as  to  the  amount 
which   such     delinquents   ought    to 

Pay,   347 

Supreme  executive  council  to  appoint 
officers  to  inspect  and  take  recruits 

in  charge 34*. 

Recruits  to  be  attested  before  some 
justice  of  the  peace  and  if  accepted 
delivered  by  the  proper  class  to  the 

nearest   officer,    347 

Officer  to  give  a  receipt  in  favor  of 

class  furnishing  such  recruit,  347 

Moneys  paid  by  executors,  guardians, 
etc.,  in  pursuance  of  act  to  be  al- 
lowed in  the  settlement  of  their  ac- 
counts  347 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal  of  coun- 
ty commissioners  to  perform  duties 

under  act,    347-348 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal  of  as- 
sessors    or    collectors     to    perform 

duties  required  by  act 248 

Manner  of  collecting  taxes  on  prop- 
erty owned  by  non-residents 348-349 

Tenant  in  possession  to  pay  taxes  and 

deduct  the  same  out  of  rent,   349 

Lands   to   be   sold   where   one  year's 

rent  is  insufficient  to  pay  such  taxes,  349 
Compensation  of  persons  appointed  to 

deliver  orders  to  the  several  classes,  349 
Act  altering  and  supplying  act  for  re- 
cruiting  the,    in    the   army    of    the 

United  States 364 

County  commissioners  to  levy  £20  on 
delinquent  classes  and  cause  the 
same  to  be  collected  and  paid  into 

the   treasury,    364 

County   treasurers   to   pay   the   same 

over  to  state  treasurer 365 

State  treasurer  to  hold  the  same  sub- 
ject to  orders  of  the  supreme  exe- 
cutive council  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
cruiting the,  365 
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PENNSYLVANIA  LINE— Continued. 

Recruits  enlisted  in  pursuance  of  act 
to  serve  at  least  eighteen  months,..  265 

Supreme  executive  council  authorized 
to  adopt  expedient  measures  to  re- 
cruit the,    365 

Act  for  recruiting  the,  continued,   ...  365 

Persons  apprehending  deserters  to  be 
excused  from  two  tours  of  militia 
duty,    365-366 

Officers  in  the  hospital  and  medical 
department  of  the,  to  receive  the 
same  benefits  as  military  commis- 
sioned officers,  etc.,  receive  under 
prior  acts 370 

All  such  officers  to  be  liable  to  be 
called  Into  actual  service  by  the 
supreme  executive  council 371 

Their  half  pay  cease  and  determine 
upon  their  neglect  or  refusal  to  re- 
spond to  such  call,    371 

Supreme  executive  council  to  de- 
termine claims  of  person  claiming 
benefit  of  act  and  direct  auditors  to 
settle  accounts,  etc.,  of  such  officers,  371 

Officers  and  privates  of  state  regi- 
ments, etc.,  captured  by  the  enemy 
entitled  to  full  depreciation  of  their 
pay  up  until  the  time  of  their  ex- 
change  372 

Widows  and  children  of  officers  of 
state  regiments  killed  in  battle,  etc., 
entitled  to  half  pay  of  such  officers,  372 

Officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  en- 
titled to  depreciation  certificates, 
enumerated,    468 

Artillery  officers,  etc.,  and  privates  of 
the  artillery  artificers  or  detached 
corpse,  inhabitants  of  this  state  also 
entitled  to  depreciation  certificates,.  459 

Comptroller  general  directed  to  settle 
depreciation  of  the  pay  accounts  of 
the  officers,  etc.,  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania line 460 

Supreme  executive  council  to  draw  on 
state  treasurer  and  turn  over  to  the 
comptroller  general  all  necessary 
sum  for  so  doing,   460 

Comptroller  general  in  settling  sums 
due  to  pay  one-third  thereof  in  bills 
of  credit  and  two-thirds  in  certifi- 
cates  460 
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PENNSYLVANIA  HOSPITAL. 

Unclaimed  shares  of  prizes  awarded  in 

admiralty  vested  in  the,   103 

Persons  entitled  to  receive  same  if 
they  apply  within  three  years,  103 

PENNSLVANIA  VOLUNTEERS.  See 
Militia. 

Each  company  of  militia  to  furnish 
one  man  for  the  formation  of  the,..  191 

Deserters  not  to  be  enlisted  in  the,  ...  191 

Terms  and  continuance  of  enlistment,  192 

Persons  enrolled  in  the,  neglecting  to 
serve  to  procure  substitutes 192 

Proceedings  to  procure  substitute 
where  such  person  refuses  to  do  so,  192 

Proceedings  where  militia  company 
fails  or  neglects  to  furnish  volun- 
teer,       193 

To  be  formed  by  the  president  Into  one 
or  more  regiments,    193 

Officers  of  the,  to  be  appointed  and 
commissioned  by  the  President,    ...  193 

Officers  and  privates  to  receive  same 
pay  as  troops  in  the  Federal  Army,  193 

Captains  of  militia  companies  to  no- 
tify companies  to  meet  and  carry  act 
into  effect 193 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal,    193 

Volunteers  neglecting  or  refusing  to 
perform  service  or  being  guilty  of 
desertion,  etc.,  to  be  subject  to  same 
punishments  as  are  inflicted  for  like 
offences  in  the  federal  army 194 

Penalty  for  lieutenant  or  sub-lieuten- 
ant neglecting  to  perform  duties  re- 
quired by  act 194 

President  to  issue  orders  to  commis- 
sioners of  purchase  for  necessary 
supplies  for  the,   194 

Persons  engaged  in  the,  exempted 
from  taxation  during  term  of  ser- 
vice  194 

May  be  discharged  by  the  president 
before  the  expiration  of  the  term  of 
enlistment,    194 

Each  militia  company  to  furnish  two 
volunteers  instead  of  one,   195 

PENSIONS. 

Widows  and  children  of  officers  of 
state  regiments  killed  in  battle,  etc., 
entitled  to  half  pay  of  such  officers,  372 
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PENSIONS— Continued. 

Chaplains      and      surgeons      serving 
throughout  the  war  to  receive  half 

pay  of  a  captain  for  life, 316 

Provision   for  support  of  families  of 

militiamen  killed  in  service,   165-196 

Moneys  arising  from  militia  act  to  be 
used   for   relief   of  disabled   militia 
men,  their  widows  and  children ,164-165 
Relief  not  to  exceed  half  pay  of  de- 
ceased officer  or  private,    166 

Half  pay  allowed    by    Congress    for 

seven  years  to  commissioned  officers 

of  this  state  in  the  service  of  the 

United  States,  continued  for  life,  ...    58 

Rules  regulating  the  application  and 

payment  thereof 69-60 

Widows  of  such  officers  to  receive  half 

pay  during  widowhood,    60 

Widow  to  produce  to  the  orphans' 
court  a  certificate  of  husband's  death 

and  his  commission,   60-61 

Orphans'  court  satisfied  of  the  justice 
of  the  claim  to  ascertain  same  by 

way  of  annuity .* 61 

And   make  an  order    on  the    county 

treasurer  for  the  payment  thereof, . .    61 
County  treasurer  to  pay  the  same  out 

of   state   moneys,    61 

Orphans'  court  to  examine  the  records 
of  annuities  every  three  months, 
and  send  list  of  widows  entitled  to 

county  treasurer,  61 

Clerk  of  such  court  to  transmit  a  copy 
of  such  list  to  the  secretary  of  the 

supreme  executive   council 61 

Lands  granted  to  officers  and  soldiers 

to  be  exempt  from  taxation 61 

Officers  to  receive  a  complete  uniform 

suit  of  clothes  annually,   61-62 

Prices  to  be  paid  by  officers  and  sol- 
diers  of   the   state    for    provisions, 

fixed,   63 

Supreme  executive  council  to  defray 
expense  of  procuring  and  distribut- 
ing such  provisions,   63 

Officers  and  soldiers  entitled  only  while 

on  actual  duty,    63 

Officer  not  entitled  to  a  proportion  of 
clothing  or  stores  for  more  than  one 
commission,    63 


PENSIONS— Continued. 

Officers,  seamen  and  marines  to  re- 
ceive like  allowances  with  the 
army,    63-64 

Widows  of  officers  of  the  navy,  etc, 
also  entitled,  64 

Provision  made  for  such  officers,  etc., 
children,   64 

And  also  for  the  invalids  from  the 
Pennsylvania  line 64-66 

Troops  entitled  to  benefits  of  act, 
enumerated,    65 

Persons  refusing  to  conform  to  ar- 
rangements and  regulations  as  may 
be  made  by  Congress  or  the  supreme 
executive  council  to  forfeit  benefits 
of  act,    66 

Disputes  concerning  persons  entitled 
to  be  adjusted  by  the  supreme  exe- 
cutive council,    66 


PHILADELPHIA,    CITY  OF.    See  Ger- 
man Society. 

Chimney  sweepers  in,  to  register  and 
obtain  a  certificate,    6-6 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal,   6 

To  wear  the  number  contained  in  their 
certificate  on  the  front  of  their  caps,      6 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal 6 

Chimney  sweepers  in,  to  sweep  chim- 
neys within  48  hours  after  applica- 
tion,        7 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal,  7 

Rates  allowed  for  sweeping  chimneys,      7 

Penalty  on  persons  whose  unswept 
chimneys  in,  take  fire  and  blaze  out 
at  the  top 7 

Penalty  where  chimneys  take  fire  and 
blaze  out  at  the  top  within  one 
month  from   sweeping,    7 

Chimney  sweepers  in,  to  pay  officer 
10s  per  day  for  granting  certificate, 
etc 7 

Officer  for  granting  certificates  to 
chimney  sweepers  in,  to  be  appoint- 
ed by  wardens  and  three  justices,.     8 

Rates  for  sweeping  chimneys  In,  to 
be  regulated  and  fixed  by  justices  of 
the  peace,    8 

Rates  to  be  published  in  one  or  more 
newspapers,    8 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Index. 


607 


Pag*. 
PHILADELPHIA,  CITY  OF— Continued. 

Penalties  arising  under  act  to  be  paid 
equally  to  overseers  of  the  poor  and 
officer  for  granting  certificates,   ....      8 

Provisions  of  act  limited  to  within 
one  mile  of  the  bounds  of 8 

Supreme  executive  counsel  to  commis- 
sion auctioneer  for  holding  public 
auctions  in 19 

State  House  at  6th  and  Chestnut  Sts. 
in,  vested  in  the  commonwealth,  ...    48 

Military  barracks  erected  in  the,  and 
the  Northern  Liberties  vested  in  the 
commonwealth,    49 

Act  vesting  court  houses,  jails,  etc., 
throughout  the  state  in  the  common- 
wealth not  to  extend  to  old  jail  and 
workhouse  at  3rd  and  High  Sts.,  in,    60 

Supreme  executive  council  to  sell  said 
jail  and  workhouse  for  the  benefit 
of,   and  county,    51 

Certain  acts  of  assembly  repealed,.. 51-52 

Charter  of  the  Second  Presbyterian 
church'  in,  continued  and  confirmed,    89 

Charter  of  the  German  Lutheran  Con- 
gregation in,  confirmed  and  amend- 
ed,        88 

Society  for  the  Relief  of  Masters  of 
Ships,  incorporated,    91-92 

The  American  Philosophical  society 
held  at,  incorporated,   121 

Taxes  in,  for  opening,  etc.,  roads, 
supporting  nightly  watch,  lamps 
and  pumps,  and  for  pitching,  etc., 
streets,  etc.,  and  for  regulating, 
etc.,  the  water  courses  and  sewers, 
to  be  laid  and  assessed  according  to 
state  tax,  140 

Wardens  of  the,  to  let  market-houses, 
ferries,  wharves  and  public  landing 
places,    201 

Wardens  with  assessors  to  levy  an  ad- 
ditional rate  not  exceeding  six  pence 
in  the  pound,    201 

Said  rate  to  be  collected  In  the  usual 
manner 201 

Treasurer  of  wardens  to  receive  rents 
from  market-houses,  etc 201 

And  all  other  Income,  fines,  etc., 
which  were  formerly  received  by  the 
treasurer  or  the  mayor  of  the,  201 
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Clerk  of  the  market  to  collect  rent 
from  market-houses,  etc.,  and  pay 
the  same  over  to  the  treasurer  of 
the  wardens,  and  assessors,    201 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal,  202 

Owners,  etc.,  of  ferries,  etc,  in,  to 
pay  their  rents  to  the  treasurer  of 
the  wardens  and  assessors 202 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal,   202 

Penalty  for  persons  receiving  money 
under  act  and  not  paying  the  same 
over  to  the  treasurer  of  the  wardens 
and  assessors 202 

Moneys  received  under  act  to  be  used 
by  wardens  for  purposes  specified  in 
•        act  regulating  nightly  watch,  etc.,.  202 

Wardens  empowered  to  purchase  a  lot 
on  the  north  side  of  Sassafras  street 
along  Delaware  river  for  a  public 
wharf 203 

Act  not  to  extend  to  the  estate  and  in- 
terest of  the,  in  the  middle  ferry  on 
Schuylkill  from  May  1.  1780  to  May 
1,    1781,    208 

Unless  wardens  agree  with  president 
in  council  to  keep  such  bridge  in  re- 
pair,  etc.,    203 

Act  not  to  annul  contracts  made  by 
supreme  executive  council  with 
quarter-master  general  of  the  U.  S. 
for  passage  of  men,  etc 208 

President  to  set  off  and  sell  at  public 
auction  enough  city  lots  to  re- 
deem residue  of  bills  of  credit  dated 
April  29,    1780 818 

To  take  nothing  but  said  bills  of  credit, 
Spanish  milled  dollars  or  gold  and 
silver  In  payment $18 

Purchasers  of  such  lots  to  have  inde- 
feasible estates  in  fee  simple,  318 

Grantees  to  plead  general  issue  and 
give  act  in  evidence  in  any  suits 
brought  for  such  lands,   319 

Such  evidence  to  be  final  and  conclu- 
sive against  any  such  claimant,    ..  819 

Just  claimants  claiming  under  William 
Penn,  etc.,  to  receive  a  full  equiva- 
lent for  all  lots  so  sold 819 

Proceedings  by  claimants  to  secure 
rights,  etc.,  prescribed,   319-320 
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PHILADELPHIA,  CITY  OF—Continued. 

Costa  to  be  paid  by  the  state  where 
claimant  proves  the  justness  of  his 
cause,   820 

Claimants  to  secure  a  writ  from  the 
prothonotary  of  the  supreme  court 
and  have  unappropriated  lots  as- 
signed to  them  by  a  Jury,   820 

All  claims  against  the  commonwealth 
to  be  commenced  and  prosecuted 
within  a  limited  time,    821 

Proviso  as  to  infants,  feme  coverts, 
persons  non  compos  mentis,  im- 
prisoned or  beyond  the  seas,   321 

Manner  and  mode  of  taking  care  of 
city    lots    and    certain    lots    appur- 
tenant  to   other   towns,    etc.,    pre-    ■ 
scribed 3*2 

Manner  of  proceeding  where  lots  are 
in  the  possession  of  private  persons, 
etc..    322-3*3 

All  suits  against  persons  for  doing 
anything  in  pursuance  to  act  to  be 
brought   within   twelve   months,    ..  123 

Defendants  in  such  cases  to  plead  the 
general  issue  and  give  act  and  spe- 
cial matter  in  evidence,   823 

Defendants  in  such  actions  to  recover 
treble  costs  where  plaintiff  becomes 
non-suit,  suffers  a  discontinuance  or 
has  judgment  pass  against  him,    ..  324 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal  to  per- 
form duties  required  by  act,  324 

Penalty,   how  recoverable,    324 

Application  of  penalty,    324 

Corporation  of  contributors,  etc.,  neg- 
lecting to  meet  annually  and  choose 
12  managers;  overseers  of  the  poor 
of  Philadelphia,  Southwark,  Moya- 
mensing  and  the  Northern  Liberties 
to  be  vested  with  their  powers,  etc.,  402 

Overseers  of  the  Poor  incorporated 
under  the  name  of  "The  Guardians 
of  the  Poor  of  the  City  of  Philadel- 
phia,"    402 

To  appoint  half-yearly  six  of  their 
number  to  superintend  the  alms- 
house and  house  of  employment, 
etc 403 

Such  six  overseers  to  be  exempt  from 
all  other  duties  as  overseers,    403 


Vug*. 

PHILADELPHIA,  CITY  OF—Continued. 

Any  overseer  with  the  consent  of  one 
justice  of  the  peace  to  afford  relief 
to  the  sudden  necessity  of  any  poor 
person  not  exceeding  3£  in  three 
months,   408 

One-half  of  overseers  not  to  continue 
in  office  more  than  six  months  and 
their  successors  to  be  appointed  half- 
yearly,   403 

Penalty  on  neglect  of  overseers  to 
serve,    404 

Overseers  with  the  approbation  of  two 
justices  of  the  peace  to  bind  out  poor 
disorderly  persons,    404 

Persons  over  forty  years  or  married 
exempted,    404 

Term  of  binding  not  to  exceed  3 
years,    404-406 

Part  of  prior  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  made  perpetual,    406 

Authority  of  mayor,  recorder  and  al- 
dermen of  Philadelphia  under  such 
act  vested  in  the  justices  of  the 
peace  of  said  city,    * 406 

Act  for  the  better  relief  of  the  poor, 
etc.,  repealed 406 

Act  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  repealed,  406 

Act  for  the  better  employment  of  the 
poor  incorporating  Passyunk  with 
Philadelphia,  Southwark,  Moya- 
mensing  and  Northern  Liberties  re- 
pealed  405-406 

Regulators  to  be  appointed  in  Phila- 
delphia by  4  justices  together  with  4 
street  commissioners,  486 

Filling  of  vacancies 486 

Appeals  from  the  orders  of  regulators 
to  lie  to  the  next  court  of  common 
Pleas 486-487 

Proceedings  on  appeal,    487 

Foundations  of  party  walls  not  to  be 
laid  until  same  be  adjusted  and 
marked  by  the  regulators,    ^ 487 

Penalty  for  violation 487 

One-half  of  penalty  to  go  to  street 
commissioners  and  the  other  half  to 
the  informer,   487 

All  prosecutions  for  such  violation  to 
be  commenced  within  one  year  from 
date  of  offence,    487 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Index. 


609 


rage. 
PHILADELPHIA,  CITY  OF— Continued. 
Northern   line    of    Vine    street    and 
southern  line  of  Cedar  street  to  be 
marked  out  by  regulators  of  Phila- 
delphia City  assisted  by  regulators 

of  the  Northern  Liberties 487 

Expense  thereof  to  be  borne  propor- 
tionately by  the  said  city  and  dis- 
trict  487-488 

Regulators  to  enter  in  a  book  to  be 
provided  for  the  purpose  all  their  di- 
rections, orders  and  awards  con- 
cerning boundaries  of  land,    488 

All  such  orders  and  awards  upon  no- 
tice to  parties  interested,  to  be  con- 
clusive unless  appealed  from 488 

Regulators  to  enter  in  same  book  all 
regulations  made  by  justices  and 
themselves  of  descents,  water 
courses  and  other  official  business, . .  488 
Awards  not  to  bind  minors,  persons 
non  compos  mentis,  covert,  im- 
prisoned or  beyond  sea,  or  other  per- 
sons without  notice 488 

Fees  of  regulators 488 

Regulators  empowered  to  enter  upon 
any  lot  or  land  in  order  to  survey 

and  measure  it,  489 

All  streets,   etc.,   dedicated  to  public 

use  declared  to  be  public  highways,  489 
All  streets  laid  out  by  supreme  ex- 
ecutive council  declared  to  be  public 

highways,    489 

No  length  of  time  to  bar  the  removal 

of  nuisances  from  public  streets, 489-490 
Commissioners  to  remove  trees  grow- 
ing in  the  streets 490 

Penalty  for  obstructing  them  in  so  do- 

in«T 490 

Penalty,  how  recoverable 490  • 

Disposition  of  penalty 490 

Regulations    respecting    grates    over 

vaults  in  streets,   491 

Fees  of  auctioneers  in  Philadelphia, 
Northern  Liberties  and  Southwark, 

468-69 
Auctioneers  to  demand  and  receive  an 
additional  1  per  cent,  for  the  use  of 

the  commonwealth 469 

Auctioneers  bond  to  the  president  to 
be  security  for  the  proper  applica- 
tion of  the  same 469 

39— X 
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PHILADELPHIA.  CITY  OF— Continued. 

Revenue  arising  from  auctions  in 
Philadelphia,  Northern  Liberties  and 
Southwark  appropriated  to  the  sup- 
port of  government  and  the  admin- 
istration of  Justice 469 

Part  of  act  directing  the  removal  of 
trees  out  of  the  streets  of  Philadel- 
phia, repealed,   611 

PHILADELPHIA  COUNTY. 

Palmer's  Lane  in  the  Northern  Liber- 
ties, in,  vacated 174 

PHILADELPHIA,  PORT  OF.    See  Naval 
Officer. 

PILLORY. 

Part  punishment  for  counterfeiting  or 
raising  bills  of  credit,  loan-office  cer- 
tificates or  bills  of  exchange,   16 

Part  punishment  for  horse  stealing, 
for  first  offence,    113 

Part  punishment  for  raising  or  know- 
ingly uttering  raised  bills  of 
credit    189,212,307 

Part  punishment  for  third  offence  o2 
counterfeiting  brand  marks  on  any 
eask  of  flour,    294 

PIRATES.    See  Admiralty. 

Traitors,  felons,  etc.,  offending  upon 
the  sea  to  be  tried  by  grand  and 
petit  Juries,    104 

Trial  to  be  had  in  Philadelphia  court 
house,   106 

Justices  of  the  supreme  court  and 
judge  of  admiralty  constituted  jus- 
tices of 106 

Judges  of  admiralty  to  be  president 
of,  in  chief  Justices  absence 105 

Persons  standing  mute  upon  arraign- 
ment to  be  deemed  to  have  pleaded 
not  guilty 106 

Provision  for  trial  of  offences  com- 
mitted partly  on  land  and  partly  at 
aea,    166 

Trial  and  punishment  of  subjects  of 
this  state  or  any  of  the  U.  S.  com- 
mitting piracy,  etc.,  under  foreign 
colors 222 

Persons  betraying  their  trust  at  sea 
to  be  convicted  and  punished  as 
pirates,    222 
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PLAINT. 

Penalty  imposed  upon  militia-lieuten- 
ants, etc.,  for  neglecting  or  refusing1 
to  deliver  up  books,  accounts,  etc., 
to  their  successors  in  office  to  be  re- 
covered by  bill,  information,  action 
of  debt,  indictment,  or 227 

Certain  penalties  to  be  recovered 
by,    294-296 

PLAINTIFF. 

To  be  mulcted  in  treble  costs  in  cer- 
tain suits  if  he  becomes  non-suit  suf- 
fers a  discontinuance  or  has  judg- 
ment passed  against  him,. 256-257, 324, 448 

To  be  mulcted  in  treble  costs,  where 
he  becomes  non-suit,  discontinues 
or  has  judgment  pass  against  him  in 
actions  under  militia  act,    171 

To  be  mulcted  in  treble  costs  if  he  wil- 
fully delays,  discontinues  or  has 
Judgment  or  verdict  passed  against 
him,  in  suits  to  condem  certain 
goods  as  contraband,    503-504 

Plaintiffs  or  defendants  in  actions 
brought  in  the  supreme  or  common 
pleas  courts  for  debts  in  case  of 
their  sudden  departure  upon  giving 
security  may  apply  for  special  courts 
and  have  their  cases  determined  at 
once,    417 

Defendants  in  supreme  court  entitled 
to  same  benefits  as  defendants  in 
common  pleas,    418 

PLEADING. 

Persons  sued  under  act  for  impost  on 
goods,  etc.,  may  plead  the  general 
issue  and  give  act  and  special  mat- 
ter in  evidence 256 

Defendant  in  certain  actions  to  plead 
the  general  issue  and  give  act  and 

special  matter  in  evidence 615 

POLICE.    See  Philadelphia,  City  of. 
POOR. 

Two  justices  of  the  peace  upon  com- 
plaint of  the  overseers  of  the  poor 
to  levy  a  tax  not  exceeding  7s  6d  in 

the  £  for  the  use  of  the 33 

Prior  act,  partly  continued,    33 

Fines  for  selling  by  public  auction 
without  a  license,  to  be  applied  to 
the  use  of  the 230 
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POOR— Continued. 

One-half  of  penalty  for  refusing*  to 
take  bills  of  credit  in  payment  of 
necessaries,  goods,  etc.,  to  go  to 
the 242 

One-half  the  penalty  Imposed  on  per- 
sons refusing  to  accept  bills  of  credit 
equal  in  value  to  gold  and  silver  for 
goods,  etc.,  to  go  to  the,  250 

One-half  of  penalty  for  catching  fish 
in  the  Schuylkill  river  with  brush 
nets  to  go  to  the,   271 

To  receive  one-half  the  penalty  im- 
posed on  persons  for  refusing  to  sell 
live  stock,  etc.,  for  bills  of  credit,..  306 

Authority  of  mayor,  recorder  and  al- 
dermen of  Philadelphia  under  such 
act  vested  in  the  Justices  of  the 
Peace  of  said  city,   405 

Act  for  the  better  relief  of  the  poor, 
etc.,  repealed 405 

Act  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  repealed,  405 

Incorporation  of  Passyunk  with  Phil- 
adelphia, etc.,  annulled,  405-406 

Corporation  of  contributors,  etc.,  neg- 
lecting to  meet  annually  and  choose 
12  managers;  overseers  of  the  poor 
of  Philadelphia,  Southwark,  Moya- 
mensing  and  the  Northern  Liberties 
to  be  vested  with  their  powers,  etc.,  402 

Overseers  of  the  poor  incorporated 
under  the  name  of  "The  Guardians 
of  the  Poor  of  the  City  of  Philadel- 
phia   402 

To  appoint  half-yearly  six  of  their 
number  to  superintend  the  alms- 
house and  house  of  employment, 
etc.,    403 

Such  six  overseers  to  be  exempt  from 
all  other  duties  os  overseers,   403 

Any  overseer  with  the  consent  of  one 
justice  of  the  peace  to  afford  relief  . 
to  the  sudden  necessity  of  any  poor 
person   not   exceeding   3£    in   three 
months,   403 

One-half  of  overseers  not  to  continue 
in  office  more  than  six  months  and 
their  successors  to  be  appointed  half- 
yearly,    403 

Penalty  or  neglect  of  overseers  to 
serve 404 
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POOR— Continued. 

Overseers  with  the  approbation  of  two 

justices    of    the    peace    to    find    out 

poor  disorderly  persons,    404 

Persons  over  forty  years  or  married 

exempted 404 

Term    of    binding    not    to    exceed    3 

years,    404-405 

Part  of  prior  act  for  the  relief  of  the 

poor  made  perpetual 405 

POOR  TAX. 

To  be  laid  and  assessed  according  to 
state  tax 140 

Act  not  to  extend  to  state  tax  on 
ready    money,     140 

Nor  to  prevent  appeals  or  alter  mode 
of  collecting  same,    140 

Nor  to  alter  mode  of  taxation  in  coun- 
ties where  state  tax  has  not  been 
laid  within  twelve  months,  140 

Proceedings  on  appeal  from 140-141 

Tax  on  real  estate  transferred  to  be 
charged  to.  buyers,  140-141 

Compensation  of  county  and  city  as- 
sessors,      141 

Goods  of  tenant  of  non-resident  owner 
subject  to  distress  for,   141 

Distress  to  be  deducted  from  rent,   ..  141 

Act  not  to  affect  existing  contracts 
between  landlord  and  tenant  as  to 
payment  of 142 

Nor  to  repeal  act  for  raising  additional 
sum   of  $5,700,000 142 

Compensation  of  county  commission- 
ers and  assessors,  to  be  satisfied  in 

wheat,    142 

PORCHES.    See    Carlisle,     Borough    of; 

Nuisances. 
PRACTICE. 

Plaintiffs  or  defendants  in  actions 
brought  in  the  supreme  or  common 
pleas  courts  for  debts  in  case  of 
their  sudden  departure  upon  giving 
security  may  apply  for  special  courts 
and  have  their  cases  determined  at 
once,    417 

Defendants  in  supreme  court  entitled 
to  same  benefits  as  defendants  in 
common  pleas,    418 

Act  not  to  prevent  plaintiff  or  de- 
fendant from  being  allowed  a  reas- 
onable time  to  procure  testimony,..  418 


Page 
PRACTICE— Continued. 

Persons  sued  under  act  incorporating 
the  borough  of  Carlisle  may  plead 
the  general  issue  and  give  act  and 

special  matter  in  evidence,   448 

In  cases  of  seizure  of  goods  claimed  to 
be  contraband 499-501 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCHES.  See  Sec- 
ond Presbyterian  Church. 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  SUPREME  EXE- 
CUTIVE COUNCIL.  See  Board  of 
Property;  Federal  Army;  Supreme  Ex- 
ecutive Council. 

The  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  the 
judge  of  admiralty,  three  persons  of 
integrity  and  ability  and  the,  to 
compose  the  high  court  of  errors  and 
appeals 64 

To  form  the  Pennsylvania  Volunteers 
into  one  or  more  regiments,  etc.,..  193 

To  appoint  and  commission  officers  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,    193 

To  issue  orders  to  the  commissioners 
of  purchase  for  necessary  supplies 
for  the  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,   ..  194 

To  discharge  Pennsylvania  Volunteers 
before  the  end  of  the  term  of  en- 
listment if  expedient 194 

To  appoint  commissioners,  to  pro- 
cure meat  for  the  federal  army,   ...  215 

Empowered  to  suspend  act  for  pro- 
curing an  immediate  supply  of  pro- 
visions for  the  federal  army  when 
circumstances  of  the  army  admit 
thereof,    218 

And  council  to  appoint  persons  to  ap- 
point muster  roll  of  vessels  in  search 
of  deserters,    228 

To  call  out  enough  wagons  to  trans- 
port baggage  and  stores  of  troops 
called  out  in  defense  of  the  state,..  861 

To  seize  and  impress  wagons,  etc., 
where  sufficient  number  cannot  be 
procured  fn  manner  prescribed  by  act,  862 

To  seize  and  impress  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, when  necessary  and  apply  the 
same  to  public  use 862 

To  billet  and  quarter  troops  in  public 
or  private  houses,   862 

To  call  out  all  the  militia  without  re- 
spect to  classes 863 
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PRESIDENT  OP  THE  SUPREME  EXE- 
CUTIVE COUNCILr-Contlnued. 

Penalty  to  neglect  op  refuse  to  obey 
call  of  the  president 363 

To  draw  upon  the  treasury  for  neces- 
sary money  to  procure  arms,  ammu- 
nition,  etc 863 

Authorized  to  impress  horses  and 
wagons,  etc.,  for  the  removal  of  the 
families  and  property  of  inhabitants 
of  Philadelphia,  Northern  Liberties, 
and  Southwark  who  are  in  actual 
service  against  the  enemy,   %63 

Salary  of 377 

To  be  one  of  the  members  of  the  board 
of  property 408-409 

Naval  officer  to  submit  all  his  books 
and  papers  to  the  inspection  of  the, 
and  council ,    257 

Sureties  on  bond  of  naval  officer  to 
be  approved  of  by  the,  and  coudcU,  257-258 

PRISONERS  OP  WAR. 

Inhabitants  enjoined  to  inquire  after 
and  take  suspected  persons  before 
justices  of  the  peace 464 

Justice  to  commit  guilty  party  to 
county  jail  and  immediately  notify 
the  war  office,    464 

Person  arrested  refusing  to  give  a  sat- 
isfactory account  of  himself  to  be 
committed  until  the  next  quarter 
sessions 465 

Justice  to  give  certificate  to  persons 
who  apprehend,   465 

County  treasurer,  upon  receiving  cer- 
tificate and  receipt  from  keeper  of 
prison,  to  pay  to  such  persons  their 
reward,  mileage  and  subsistence 
money,   466 

Persons  apprehending,  to  receive  eight 
dollars  reward  and  be  allowed  one- 
eighth  dollar  per  mile  mileage  and 
5-90  of  a  dollar  per  day  subsistence 
money 466 

Disputes  concerning  payment  of  same 
between  treasurer  and  claimant  to 
be  settled  by  two  justices  of  the 
peace 466 

County  treasurer  to  transmit  state 
treasurer  all  certificates  and  receipts 
so  taken  once  in  every  six  months,  466 
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PRISONERS  OP  WAR— Continued. 

State  treasurer,  upon  receipt  thereof, 
to  settle  the  same  with  the  super- 
intendent of  finance 466 

Penalty  for  treasurer  keeping  certifi- 
cates beyond  the  space  of  six 
months,   466 

Penalty  for  keeper  of  prison  wilfully 
or  negligently  suffering,  to  escape,  467 

Penalty  for  concealing,  aiding  or  as- 
sisting, to  escape . 467 

Penalty  to  be  divided  equally  between 
state  and  prosecutor,    467 

Guilty  parties  unable  to  pay  penalty  to 
be  publicly  whipped 467 

Act  not  to  affect  persons  who  receive 
prisoners  of  war  for  labor  from  the 
war  office,   467 

Persons  so  receiving  prisoners  to  enter 
their  names  with  the  next  justice  of 
the  peace  within  one  week,   468 

PRISON  KEEPERS. 

Penalty  for  negligently  or  wilfully  suf- 
fering prisoners  of  war  to  escape,  ..  467 

PRISONS.    See    Chester    County;    Jails; 
Washington  County. 

PRISON.    See  Washington  County. 

And  courthouse  to  be  erected  in  Wash- 
ington county,    275 

Certain  persons  authorized  to  select 
and  purchase  sight  for,  in  Washing- 
ton county 275-276 

Taxes  not  exceeding  a  certain  amount 
to  be  levied  to  defray  expenses  of 
erecting,    276 

PRIVATES.    See    Militia;     Pennsylvania 
Line;  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 
Serving  in   the   Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers to  receive  same  pay  as  troops 

in  the  Federal  Army,   193 

Exempted  from  taxation  during  term 
of   service,    194 

PRIZE  GOODS.    See  Prizes. 

PRIZES.    See  Admiralty. 
And  prize  goods  condemned  by  the  ad- 
miralty court  to  be  subject  to  the 
five  per  cent,  ad  valorem  duty  levied 
by  Congress 297 
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PROPRIETARY  ESTATES. 

Vested  in  the  commonwealth,   35 

To  be  disposed  of  by  the  legislature,..    85 
Estates,  etc.,  granted  by  a  proprietary 
to  other  persons  prior  to  July  4,  1776, 

excepted,    35-36 

Private  estates,  etc.,  of  proprietaries, 

confirmed,    36 

Proprietary  tenths  or  manors  survey- 
ed and  returned  to  land  office  prior 
to  July  4,  1776,  together  with  the 
quit  rents   reserved   thereout,    also 

confirmed 36 

Other  quit  rents  abolished 36 

Arrears  of  purchase  money  for  land 
purchased  of  late  proprietaries  to  be 

paid  to  the  commonwealth 37 

Former  acts  of  assembly  granting 
powers  and  privileges  to  proprie- 
taries, repealed,  37 

130,000£  donated  to  late  proprietaries,    37 
Time  of  payment  of  same,  prescribed,    38 
Officer  to  deliver  up  books,    papers, 
etc.,  on  demand  of  president  of  su- 
preme executive  counsel 38 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal,   38 

PROSECUTOR, 

To  receive  one-half  of  fines  accruing 
under  act  for  recovering  fines,  etc.,  137 

To  receive  one-half  of  penalty  on  per- 
son convicted  of  assisting  prisoners 
of  war  to  escape,   467 

To  receive  one-half  of  forfeited  swine 
found  running  at  large  In  Passyunk, 
Moyamensing,  Northern  Liberties, 
German  town  and  Bristol 117 

To  receive  one-half  of  penalty  for 
violation  of  act  for  suppression  of 
public  auctions 17,19 

Reward  of,  concerning  counterfeiting, 
etc.,  of  bills  of  exchange,  loan  office 
certificates  or  bills  of  exchange,    ..    15 

PROTECTION  OP  LAW.    See  Wager  of 
Law. 
Not  allowed 295,615 

PROVINCE  ISLAND.    See  State  Island. 

Vested  in  the  commonwealth,    49 

General  assembly  to  appoint  trustees 
for  the  management  of,   51 


Pas*. 

PROVISIONS.  See  Army  of  the  United 
States;  Bread;  Exports;  Flour;  Penn- 
sylvania Line. 

Prices  to  be  paid  by  officers  and  soldiers 
in  the  Pennsylvania  Line  for  pro- 
visions,   fixed 63 

Supreme  executive  council  to  defray 
expense  of  procuring  and  distribut- 
ing such  provisions, 63 

Officers    and     soldiers    entitled     only 

while  on  actual  duty,    63 

Act  for  procuring  immediate  supply  of 

provisions  for  the  federal  army,    ..  214 
Act  laying  an  embargo  on  the  expor- 
tation of,  by  sea,   continued,   228 

Act  to  revive  and  continue  act  for  lay- 
ing an  embargo  on  the  exportation 

of  provisions,  etc.,  repealed,   267 

Part  of  act  to  permit  the  exportation 
of  flour  of  wheat,  etc.,  repealed 326 

PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS. 

Act  to  compel  the  settlement  of  the,..    73 
Auditors  appointed  to    collect,    audit 
and  settle,  etc.,  the  accounts  of  late 

committee  of  safety,    75 

And  of  the  council  of  safety,  75 

And  of  the  accounts  of  all  other  per- 
sons entrusted  with  public  money,    75 
Auditors  to  direct   public  debtors   to 

pay  all  debts  to  the  state  treasurer,    75 
Certificate  of  auditors  to  be  conclusive 
evidence   in   action   of  debt  by  the 
commonwealth   to   recover    amount 

due 76 

No  set  off  to  be  admitted,   75 

Auditors  to  draw  orders  on  state  treas- 
urer for  balances  found  due  creditors 

of  commonwealth,    75 

Auditors  to  open  an  office  in  Philadel- 
phia and  employ  accountants,    76 

Compensation  of  accountants 76 

Auditors  to  give  public  notice  of  their 

appointment    by    advertisement    in 

some  newspaper  printed  in  said  city,    76 

Like  notices  to  be  read  in  the  courts  of 

quarter     sessions     throughout     the 

state,  76 

Contents  of  notice,    76 

Justices  to  cause  this  act  to  be  read 
in  the  quarter  sessions,   76 
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PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS— Continued. 

Auditors  to  prepare  books,  etc.,  and 
to  call  upon  former  auditors  for  their 
books,  etc 76 

Supreme  executive  council  may  direct 
auditors  to  attend  at  other  places 
within  the  state,    77 

Notice  thereof  to  be  first  given,   77 

Auditors  empowered  to  issue  sub- 
poenas and  attachments,    77 

And  to  commit  for  contempt,    77 

Fees  of  witnesses,  sheriffs,  etc.,  to 
be  the  same  as  in  the  inferior  courts,    78 

Auditors  to  levy  such  costs  and 
charges  upon  delinquents,   78 

Auditors  empowered  to  issue  an  at- 
tachment upon  the  return  of  non 
est 78 

Defaulters  upon  summons  to  be  bar- 
red of  all  set  offs  or  deductions  and 
to  be  liable  for  all  the  moneys  ad- 
vanced  78-79 

Proviso  where  auditors  grant  exten- 
sion     79 

Auditors  to  draw  on  state  treasurer 
for  necessary  charges  and  expenses,    79 

Filling  vacancy  in  office  of  auditor,  ..    79 

Compensation  of  auditor,    79-80 

Supreme  executive  council  to  draw 
orders  on  state  treasurer  for  pay- 
ment of  auditors,    80 

Certain  accounts  to  be  settled  by  com- 
mittee of  accounts,    80 

Certain  prior  acts  repealed,   80 

Repeal  not  to  affect  settlements  by 
former   auditors   or   commissioners,    80 

Auditors  to  grant  execution  to  collect 
outstanding 196 

For  want  of  sufficient  distress  de- 
fendant to  be  imprisoned  until  sums 

due  and  costs  be  paid 196 

Fines  on  delinquent  tax  collectors  in- 
creased,    196-197 

County  commissioners  and  assessors 
to  appoint    other    collectors  in    the 

place  of  delinquents 197 

Pay  of  county  treasurers  increased,..  197 

Pay  of  tax  collectors  increased,    197 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal  to  col- 
lect militia  fines,  197-198 
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PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS— Continued. 

Commissioners  of  purchases  to  appoint 
a  place  and  person  in  each  township 
to  receive  wheat  flour,  etc.,  for  the 

army 198 

To  notify  county  treasurer  of  such  ap- 
pointment,   198 

Wheat  flour,  etc.,   to  be  received  by 

such  persons  in  payment  of  taxes, . .  198 
Receipts   therefor  to   be  received   by 

tax  collector  in  discharge  of  taxes,  198 
County  treasurers  to  receive  such  re- 
ceipts in  payment  from  collector,...  199 
Where  certificate  exceeds  amount  of 
taxes  due,  collectors  to  give  receipt 

for  the  surplus 199 

Treasurer  to  keep  a  record  of  all  sums 
over  and  above  amount  of  taxes 
charged  against  persons  holding  re- 
ceipts,     199 

And  discount  the  surplus  with  inter- 
est to  collector  of  next  state  tax,..  199 
State  treasurer  to  receive  such  certi- 
ficates from  county  treasurers  and 
deliver  them  to  principal  of  the  re- 
spective   departments    from    whom 

the  payment  is  due,   199-200 

To  take  receipts  from  such  principals 
and  lodge  the  same  with  the  board  of 

treasury 200 

Office  for  auditing,  liquidating  and  ad- 
justing the  accounts  of  the  common- 
wealth instituted,   448-449 

Office  to  be  styled,  "the  Comptroller- 
General's  office," 449 

Powers  and  duty  of  comptroller-gen- 
eral,    449 

All  public  accounts  to  be  rendered  into 
the  comptroller  general's  office  and 
when    settled,    transmitted    to    the 

president  and  council,   449 

President,  etc.,  to  draw  warrant  on 
state  treasurer  for  any  balance  due 

by  the  commonwealth,  450 

Comptroller  general  to  enter  warrant 
in  his  books,  Indorse  and  deliver  It 

to  the  party  entitled 450 

Comptroller  general  to  recover  any 
balance  found  due  and  owing  to  the 
state,    450 
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PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS— Continued. 

Comptroller  general  to  form  abstracts 
of  the  names,  etc.,  of  the  persons 
who  have  received  money  of  the 
commonwealth  for  which  they  have 
not  properly  accounted 450 

And  to  direct  the  prothonotary  of  the 
county  wherein  such  persons  reside 
to  issue  process  against  such  per- 
sons  451 

Persons  so  summoned  neglecting  or 
refusing  to  exhibit  their  accounts 
to  be  liable  to  pay  the  full  value  of 
all  money  or  public  effects  which 
have  come  into  their  hands 451 

Auditors  or  other  persons  refusing  to 
deliver  up  public  books  or  papers 
upon  demand  of  comptroller  gen- 
eral to  be  liable  to  a  thousand 
pounds   penalty 452 

Method  of  recovering  balances  due  and 
owing  to  the  state,    452 

Money  so  recovered  to  be  paid  to  the 
state  treasurer,    452 

No  accounts  to  be  deemed  settled  until 
they  be  audited  by  the  comptroller 
general 453 

Comptroller  general  authorized  to  re- 
vise, etc.,  accounts  settled  by  the 
auditors,  commissioners  or  commit- 
tees of  assembly  and  report  sub- 
stantial errors  to  the  general  as- 
sembly,     453 

Comptroller  general  authorized  to 
summon  witnesses  and  commit  de- 
linquents for  contempt 453 

Fees  and  mileage  of  sheriff,  coroner 
or  other  process  server  and  wit- 
nesses  454 

Comptroller  general  to  issue  attach- 
ment for  absent  witnesses,    454 

Secretary  of  the  supreme  executive 
council  to  enter  into  comptroller 
general's  office  all  marriage,  tavern 
and  other  licenses 454 

Comptroller  general  to  debit  the  re- 
spective prothonotaries  therewith,..  464 

Prothonotaries  to  settle  their  accounts 
with  comptroller  general  once  in 
every  three  months,    454 
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Comptroller  general  to  select  such 
parts  of  accounts  as  are  properly 
chargeable  against  the  United  States 
and  institute  an  account  between  the 

United  States  and  this  state 454-455 

State  treasurer  not  to  issue  or  pay 
any  moneys  without  a  warrant  from 
the   president   entered   and  certified 

by  the  comptroller  general 455 

Exceptions 455 

Books,  papers,  etc.,  of  comptroller 
general  to  be  opened  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  committees  of  account,  455 
And  copies  thereof  be  furnished  to  the 
legislature  and  president  when  re- 
quired,     • • .455-456 

Salary  of  comptroller  general,   456 

Bond  of  comptroller  general,   456 

Oath  of  comptroller  general,    456 

Prior  acts  relating  to  public  accounts 

repealed,   456 

Act  to  be  publicly  read  in  every  court 
of  oyer   and   terminer   and   "quarter 

sesisons,    456 

John  Nicholson  appointed  comptroller 
general,    457 

PUBLIC  ACT. 

Act  pardoning  all  persons  engaged  in 
Wilson  riots  to  be  deemed  a 118 

PUBLIC    AUCTIONS.    See    Auctioneers; 
Public  Vendue. 
No  goods  or  other  property  to  be  sold 
by  public  auction,    vendue   or  out- 
cry,        17 

Exceptions 17 

Penalty  for  violation,   17 

Penalty,   how  recoverable,    17 

Disposition  of 17 

Act  not  to  prevent  such  sales  by  sher- 
iffs, executors  or  administrators  or 
householders  removing  from  a  dis- 
trict     " 

Public  auctions  allowed  by  act  to  be 
carried  on  in  Philadelphia  by  a  per- 
son commissioned  for  that  purpose,  18 
The  auctioneer  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia to  be  appointed  by  supreme  ex- 
ecutive counsel,   18 

Penalty  for  other  persons  holding,  in 
Philadelphia,    18 
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PUBLIC  AUCTIONS— Continued. 

Auctioneer  to  Inquire  into  offences 
against  acts  and  inform  against  of- 
fenders     19 

Auctioneer  to  recover  penalties  pro- 
vided by  acts 19 

Prosecutor  may  also  sue  for  penalties 

under  act 19 

Bond  of  auctioneer,    19 

Oath  of  auctioneer,    19 

Compensation  of  auctioneer,    19 

Marshall  of  the  court  of  admiralty  not 
to  sell  by,   except  prize  ships,  etc., 

and  perishable  goods,   19-20 

Marshall  to  make  out  an  inventory  of 

prizes  and  have  them  appraised,   ..    20 
Penalty  for    printing  or    advertising 

prohibited  sales,    21 

Prior  act,  repealed,   22 

Duration  of  act,    limited,    22 

Damaged  and  shipwrecked  goods  may 

be  sold  by,   81 

Auctioneer  in  Philadelphia  to  first  ob- 
tain a  license  from  council,    82 

Condemned  vessels  and  cargoes  to  be 
sold  by  marshall  at,  for  the  benefit 

of  the  captors 101 

Marshall  to  file  account  of  such  sales 

with  the  register 101 

Negroes  and  mulattoes  taken  as  prize 

not  to  be  sold 101 

To  be  appraised  and  delivered  to  cap- 
tors,    101 

Act  not  to  interfere  with  act  for  sup- 
pression of,    101 

Where  Imported  goods,  etc.,  remain 
In  vessel  ten  days  after  arrival  with- 
out duty  being  paid  or  secured, 
master  to  deliver  same  to  naval  offi- 
cer to  be  warehoused  and  kept  at 

owner's  risk  and  expense,    254 

After  three  months  naval  officer  to 
have  all  such  goods  appraised  and 

sold  at  auction 254 

Fees  of  auctioneers  in  Philadelphia, 
Northern      Liberties      and     South- 

wark 468-469 

Auctioneers  to  demand  and  receive  an 
additional  1  per  cent,  for  the  use  of 

the  commonwealth,   469 

Auctioneers  bond  to  the  president  to 
be  security  for  the  proper  applica- 
tion of  the  same,    469 


PUBLIC  AUCTIONS— Continued. 

Revenue  arising  from  auctions  in 
Philadelphia,  Northern  Liberties  and 
Southwark  appropriated  to  the  sup- 
port of  government  and  the  admin- 
istration of  justice, 469-470 

Goods,  etc.,  seized  and  condemned  as 
contraband  to  be  forthwith  adver- 
tised and  sold  at 502 

PUBLIC  CREDIT. 

Act  for  the  better  support  of  the,  by 
an  immediate  sale  of  the  lands 
therein  mentioned 317 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

Supreme  executive  council  authorized 
to  borrow  enough  to  defend  the  fron- 
tiers and  for  the  other  exigencies  of 
government,   492 

Loan  not  to  exceed  30, 000 £ 492 

Interest  thereon  not  to  exceed  6  per 
cent  per  annum,   492 

Duties  arising  on  liquors,  revenues 
from  sales  at  vendues,  fines  and  pen- 
alties from  naval  and  excise  officers, 
and  moneys  arising  from  marriage, 
tavern  and  other  licenses  pledged  as 
funds  for  the  payment  thereof,   ....  493 

Supreme  executive  council  empower- 
ed to  apply  the  same  to  that  pur- 
Pose,    493 

Faith  and  honor  of  the  state  pledged 
to  make  up  and  pay  off  any  defi- 
ciency,     493 

Act  to  enable  the  supreme  executive 
council  to  negotiate  loans,  etc.,  for 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers  and  sup- 
port of  government,   repealed 584 

All  moneys  due  for  Interest  In  the  loan 
office  appropriated  to  the  payment  of 
5,000£  borrowed  from  the  National 
Bank  of  North  America,    634 

PUBLIC  DEFENSE. 

Act  for  making  more  equal  the  burden 
of  the,  partly  repealed,    si 

PUBLIC  HIGHWAYS. 

Act  for  opening  and  repairing  public 
roads  and  highways  revived  and 
continued  for  5  years,    470 

PUBLIC  HOUSES.    See  Taverns. 
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PUBLIC    LANDINGS.     See    Southwark; 
Wharves. 
Wardens  of  Philadelphia  to  let  mar- 
ket-houses, ferries,   wharves,  and,.  201 
Treasurer   of   wardens  and   assessors 
to  receive  rents  from  market-houses, 

wharves  and 201 

Owners  of  ferries,  wharves  and,  to 
pay  their  rents  to  the  treasurer  of 
the  wardens  and  assessors,    202 

PUBLIC  NOTICES. 

Auditors  appointed  to  settle  public 
accounts  to  give,  of  appointment  by 
advertisement  in  some  newspaper 
printed  in  Philadelphia,    76 

Like  notices  to  be  read  in  the  courts 
of  quarter  sessions  throughout  the 


state,  

Contents  of 


....... 76 

notice,    76 


PUBLIC  ROADS. 

Act  for  opening  and  keeping  in  repair 
the,    revived    and    continued    for   5 


470 


years,    

PUBLIC     VENDUE.    See     Auctioneers; 
Public  Auction. 

Old  court  house  and  prison  in  Chester 
county  to  be  sold  at 143 

Marshall  empowered  to  sell  prize  goods 
at *24 

Mode  of  conducting  sale  and  distri- 
buting proceeds 22* 

Distribution  to  be  made  within  twenty 
days  after  end  of  sale 224 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal 224-226 

Vessels,  goods,  etc.,  sold  by  marshall 
and  not  paid  for  within  three  days 
to  be  resold 225 

First  purchaser  to  be  liable  for  all  loss 

occasioned  thereby 226 

PUMPS.    See  Philadelphia,  City  of. 

Q. 

QUARTER-MASTER  GENERAL. 

Contracts  made  between  supreme  exe- 
cutive council  and  the,  of  the  U.  S. 
for  passage  of  men,  etc.,  not  annul- 
led by  the  further  supplement  to  act 

regulating  nightly  watch,  etc.,  203 

QUARTER  SESSIONS.    See  Militia. 

Fees  of  the  clerks  of  the,  to  be  paid  in 
wheat,    *b 


Pact. 
QUARTER  SESSIONS— Continued. 

Act  to  compel  settlement  of  public 
accounts  to  be  read  in  the,   76 

Public  notice  of  appointment  of  au- 
ditors under  above  act  to  be  read  in 
the,     76 

Price  of  days  labor  to  be  fixed  by,  and 
become  the  rate  for  payment  of  fines 
under  militia  act 168 

Justices  to  send  certificate  of  price 
fixed  to  the  lieutenants,    158 

Millers,  bolters  and  bakers  to  provide 
brand  marks  and  enter  them  with 
the  clerk  of  the,  with  their  names 
and  places  of  abode,   289 

Penalty  for  violation 289 

Fees  of  clerk  for  making  such  entries,  289 

QUAYS.    See  Southwark;  Wharves. 

QUIT  RENTS.    See  Proprietary  Estates. 

Quit  rents  reserved  out  of  proprietary 
tenths,  etc.,  returned,  etc.,  to  land 
office  prior  to  July  4,  1776,  not  con- 
fiscated     86 

Other  quit  rents  abolished 36 

R. 

RANKIN,  JOHN. 
Messuage  and  lot  of  ground  in  the  town 
of     Lisburn,     Cumberland      county 
vested  in,    867 


RAISING. 

Punishment  for,  bills  of  credit, 


.189,307 


REBELLIONS. 


See  Militia. 
See 


Board    of 


RECEIVER-GENERAL. 
Property;  Land-Office. 
To  be  one  of  the  members  of  the  board 

of  property 408-409 

Fees  of,  410-411 

To  pay  all  moneys  received  to  the  state 
treasurer  once  in  every  month 360 

Rate  of  exchange  at  which  the  re- 
ceiver general  is  to  receive  the  £5 
sterling  for  every  100  acres  of  land, 
fixed,     350 


RECORDER  OF  DEEDS. 

Fees  of,  to  be  paid  in  wheat, 

RECRUITS.    See  Federal  Army. 


40 
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REGISTER  OF  WILLS. 

To  receive  like  fees  as  were  formerly 
due  to  register  general,    40 

Fees  of  the,  to  be  paid  In  wheat.....    40 

Appeals  from,  to  He  to  high  court  of 
errors  and  appeals 64 

Depositions  taken  before  the  register 
to  be  in  writing  and  made  part  of 
the  record  in  such  appeals 66 

Facts  decided  by  the  verdict  of  a  jury 
in  an  issue  directed  to  the  common 
pleas  by  the  register  not  to  be  re-ex- 
amined on  appeal 66 

Appeal  from  decree  of  register  con- 
cerning validity  of  a  will,  etc.,  not 
to  act  as  a  supersedeas  where  exe- 
cutor gives  security 66 

REGULATORS. 

Fees  of,  to  be  paid  in  wheat,  41 

To  be  appointed  in  Philadelphia  by  4 
justices  together  with  4  street  com- 
missioners  486 

Filling  of  vacancies 486 

Apeals  from  the  orders  of  regulators 
to  lie  to  the  next  court  of  common 
pleas 486-487 

Proceedings  on  appeal,    487 

Foundations  of  party  walls  not  to  be 
laid  until  same  be  adjusted  and 
marked  by  the  regulators,    487 

Penalty  for  violation 487 

One-half  of  penalty  to  go  to  street 
commissioners  and  the  other  half 
to  the  informer 487 

All  prosecutions  for  such  violation  to 
be  commenced  within  one  year  from 
date  of  offence,   487 

Northern  line  of  Vine  street  and 
southern  line  of  Cedar  street  to  be 
marked  out  by  regulators  of  Phila- 
delphia City  assisted  by  regulators 
of  the  Northern  Liberties,  487 

Expense  thereof  to  be  borne  propor- 
tionately by  the  said  city  and  dis- 
trict  487-488 

Regulators  to  enter  in  a  book  to  be 
provided  for  the  purpose  all  their 
directions,  orders  and  awards  con- 
cerning boundaries  of  land 488 

All  such  orders  and  awards  upon  no- 
tice to  parties  interested,  to  be  con- 
clusive unless  appealed  from,    488 


Pa««. 
REGULATORS— Continued. 

Regulators  to  enter  in  same  book  all 
regulations  made  by  Justices  and 
themselves  of  descents,  water 
courses  and  other  official  business,.  488 

Awards  not  to  bind  minors,  persons 
non  compos  mentis,  covert,  im- 
prisoned or  beyond  sea,  or  other  per- 
sons without  notice 488 

Fees  of  regulators,   488 

Regulators  empowered  to  enter  upon 
any  lot  or  land  in  order  to  survey 
and  measure  it,   489 

All  streets,  etc.,  dedicated  to  public 
use  declared  to  be  public  highways,  489 

All  streets  laid  out  by  supreme  ex- 
ecutive council  declared  to  be  public 
highways,    489 

No  length  of  time  to  bar  the  removal 
of  nuisances  from  public  streets, 489-490 

Commissioners  to  remove  trees  grow- 
ing in  the  streets 490 

Penalty  for  obstructing  them  In  so  do- 
ing,     490 

Penalty,  how  recoverable,   490 

Disposition  of  penalty,    490 

Regulations  respecting  grates  over 
vaults,   In  streets,    491 

Tenants  of  non-resident  owners  re- 
pairing grates,  etc.,  to  deduct  the 
cost  thereof  out  of  his  rent,   491 

No  new  vaults  to  be  dug  without  the 
consent  of  4  justices  of  the  peace  and 
the  majority  of  the  regulators,  ...491-492 

REGRATING. 

Act  for  preventing,  repealed,   175-176 

REPEAL.    See  Acts  of  Assembly. 

Of  laws,  declaring  bills  of  credit  to 
be  legal  tender,    837 

Not  to  extend  to  bills  of  credit  emit- 
ted under  acts  of  March  25,  1780  and 
April  7,    1781,    338 

RENT. 

Treasurer  of  wardens  and  assessors  to 
receive  rents  from  market-houses, 
etc 201 

Clerk  of  the  market  to  collect  rent 
from  market-houses,  etc.,  and  pay 
the  same  over  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
wardens  and  assessors,   201 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal 202 
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RENT— Continued. 

Owners,  etc.,  of  ferries,  etc.,  in  Phila- 
delphia, to  pay  their  rents  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  wardens  and  as- 
sessors,     202 

Bents,  etc.,  contracted  before  Janu- 
ary 1,  1777  to  be  sued  for  and  Judg- 
ment obtained  and  execution  award- 
ed  for   the   interest,    damages   and 

costs,   etc.,    339 

REPLEVIN. 

Imported  goods  together  with  casks, 
etc.,  to  vest  in  the  commonwealth 
where  naval  officer  tenders  to  im- 
porter the  value  of  such  goods  with 
10  per  cent,  increase 263 

Commonwealth  to  recover  possession 
thereof  by  action  of  trover  and  con- 
version, detinue  or 263 

Not  to  lie  for  good  seized  as  contra- 
band  601 

RESOLVE  MONEY. 

Different  emissions  of  paper  money 
declared  payable  in  arrearages  of 
taxes,    473 

Received  by  tax  collectors  or  county 
treasurers    to   be    paid    into    state 
*            treasury  at  the  same  value  as  re- 
ceived,     473 

REWARD. 

Of  informer  concerning  counterfeit- 
ing, etc.,  bills  of  credit,  loan  office 
certificates  or  bills  of  exchange,    ..    16 

For  prosecuting  to  conviction  counter- 
feiters, etc.,  of  continental  loan 
office  certificates,  bills  of  exchange 
or  paper  money  of  the  United  States,    16 

To  be  paid  by  state  treasurer  upon 
production  of  certificate  from  trial 
Judge 16 

For  capturing  runaway  slaves  to  be 
the  same  as  for  white  servants 
bound  for  years,   71 

Of  informer  against  quartermaster, 
foragemaster,  etc.,  purchasing 
wheat,   etc.,   in  violation  of  act,    ..  182 

Of  informer  concerning  counterfeiting, 
etc.,  bills  of  credit,  189 

Of  informer  of  offense  of  forging, 
counterfeiting,  raising  or  knowing- 
ly uttering  counterfeit  or  raised  bills 
of  credit 212 


Page. 
REWARD— Continued. 

For  apprehending  deserters,   214 

Informer  to  receive  one-half  of  con- 
fiscated goods  attempted  to  be  im- 
ported from  Great  Britain,   419 

Of  informer  against  persons  refusing 
to  take  bills  of  credit  in  payment  of 
goods,    etc 242 

Of  informer  on  persons  refusing  to 
accept  bills  of  credit  equal  In  value 
to  gold  and  silver  for  goods,  etc.,..  260 

Of  Informer  against  persons  catching 
fish  in  the  Schuylkill  river  with 
brush  nets,   271 

Persons  apprehending  prisoners  of  war 
to  receive  eight  dollars  and  be  al- 
lowed mileage  and  subsistence 
money 466 

Disputes  concerning  payment  of  same 
between  claimant  and  county  treas- 
urer to  be  settled  by  two  Justices  of 
the  peace 466 

Informer  to  receive  one-half  of  penalty 
for  laying  party  walls  in  Philadel- 
phia before  they  are  adjusted  and 
marked  by  the  regulators,   487 

RIOTS. 

All  persons  engaged  in  Wilson,  pard- 
oned,    118 

RIVER    BANKS.    See    Schuylkill    Point 
Meadows;  State  Island. 

RIVERS.    See  Delaware  River. 

Ferries  established  on  the  Youghio- 
gheny  river,   471 

Ferries  established  on  the  Mononga- 
hela  river 471-472 

Said  rivers  declared  to  be  public  high- 
ways,     472 

ROADS.    See  Carlisle,  Borough  of. 

Palmer's  Lane  In  the  Northern  Liber- 
ties,  vacated 174 

General  road  act  revived  and  continu- 
ed for  6  years,   470 

General  road  act  of  March  21,  1772 
not  to  extend  to  the  borough  of  Car- 
lisle,    437-438 

ROAD  TAXES.    See  Highway  Taxes. 
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ROBBERY. 

Defined,  110 

Punishment  of 110 

ROLLS  OFFICE. 

Land  patents  to  be  recorded  in  the,..  813 
RUM.    See  Excise. 
RUNDLE,  DANIEL. 

A  further  time  granted  to,  to  render 
himself  to  a  justice  of  the  supreme 
court  and  stand  trial  for  treason,...  280 
Attainder  stayed  upon  condition  that 

he  does  so  on  or  before  Dec.  31,  1781,  280 
Upon  failing  to  do  so  to  be  adjudged 
and  attainted  of  high  treason,  281 

S. 
SALARY.    See  Fees;  Wages. 

Of  president  of  the  supreme  executive 

council,    876 

Of  commander  in  chief 377 

Of  vice  presidents 377 

Of  chief  justice 377 

Of  justices  of  the  supreme  court 377 

Of  attorney  general,    377 

Of    secretary    of    supreme    executive 

council,    377 

Prior  acts  of  assembly  fixing  salaries 
of  government  officers  repealed,    ..  878 

Of  comptroller  general,    456 

SALTED      PROVISIONS.    See      Federal 
Army. 
Cattle,    sheep    or,    to    be   subject   to 
seizure   for  the   use  of   the  federal 

army,    215 

SASSAFRAS  STREET. 

Philadelphia  wardens  empowered  to 
purchase  a  lot  on  the  north  side  of, 
along  Delaware   river  for   a  public 

wharf,    203 

SCHUYLKILL     POINT.    See     Schuylkill 
Point  Meadows. 

SCHUYLKILL  POINT  MEADOWS. 

Owners  released  from  making,  repair- 
ing, etc.,  of  the  banks  of,  at  own 
expense  and  charge 477 

Managers  thereof  to  make  present 
needed  repairs  at  the  several  expense 
and  charge  of  the  owners  of  the 
banks  repaired 477 

Managers  to  inspect  banks,  etc.,  at 
least  every  three  months 478 


SCHUYLKILL  POINT  MEADOWS— Con- 
tinued. 

Managers  to  enter  upon  its  adjoining 
lands  when  necessary  to  make  re- 
pairs and  obtain  earth  and  other  ma- 
terials at  the  Joint  expense  of  all  the 
owners,    478 

Managers,  when  they  deem  it  neces- 
sary 1  to  make  new  banks  and  dig 
new  ditches  at  the  joint  expense  and 
charge  of  the  owners 478 

Managers  to  levy  taxes  for  repairing 
banks,   etc 478 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal  of  man- 
ager to  serve  after  being  duly  elect- 
ed  479 

Part  of  prior  act  repealed 479 

SCHUYLKILL  RIVER. 

The  further  supplement  to  act  regu- 
lating nightly  watch,  etc.,  not  to 
extend  to  the  estate  and  Interest  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  to  the  middle 
ferry  on  Schuylkill  from  May  1,  1780 
to  May  1,  1781,    203 

Unless  wardens  agree  with  president 
In  council  to  keep  such  bridge  in  re- 
pair,  etc 203 

Commissioners  appointed  for  clearing, 
etc.,  and  putting  In  execution  former 
acts  relating  thereto 270 

To  have  the  same  powers  and  to  per- 
form the  same  duties  as  commis- 
sioners under  former  acts,    270 

Surviving  commissioners  under  former 
act  to  turn  over  to  commissioners 
appointed  by  this  act  all  unappro- 
priated money,  books,  papers,  tools, 
etc.,    270 

Fish  not  to  be  caught  with  brush  nets, 
etc.,    271 

Penalty  for  violation,    271 

Penalty  to  be  recovered  before  two 
justices  of  the  peace 271 

Application  of  penalty 271 

Ail  brush  nets  in  the,  to  be  removed 
and  destroyed,    271 

Penalty  for  hindering  or  obstructing 
persons  removing  or  destroying 
brush   nets,    271 

Application  of  penalty 271 
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Put. 

SCHUYLKILL  RIVER— Continued, 

Limitations  and  restrictions  respect- 
ing the  catching  of  shad  by  seines  or 

nets,    in   the 271 

Part  of  prior  act  relating  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners,  re- 
pealed  272 

SECOND  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 
Charter  of  the  in  Philadelphia,   con- 
tinued and  confirmed 89 

Trustees,   reinstated,    89-90 

Elections  of  trustees,    90 

Annual   elections  to   be  held  on  first 

Monday  of  May,    90 

Nine  trustees  to  be  a  quorem,  90 

Empowered  to  hold  real  estate  not  ex- 
ceeding the  yearly  value  of  1,000 
bushels  of  wheat  for  each  house  of 
worship 90 

SECRETARY  OF  THE  LAND  OFFICE. 
See  Board  of  Property;  Land  Office. 
To    be   one    of   the    members    of   the 
board  of  property,   408-409 

SECRETARY    OF    SUPREME   EXECU- 
TIVE COUNCIL. 

Salary  of,  877 

Fees  appertaining  to  the  office  of  the, 
to  be  paid  to  state  treasurer  quar- 
terly,     877 

SEINES.    See  Brush  Nets. 

Limitations  and  restrictions  respect- 
ing the  catching  of  shad  by  seines  or 
nets  in  the  Schuylkill  river 271 

SERGEANT   AT  ARMS    OF    THE    AS- 
SEMBLY. 

Wages  of,    87g 

Mileage  of 878 

SERVICE  OF  PROCESS. 

Civil  process  not  to  be  served  on  offi- 
cers or  privates  while  attending,  go- 
ing to  or  returning  from  militia  re- 
view,   etc 114 

SERVITUDE.    See  Slavery. 

Contingent  punishment  for  counter- 
feiting, raising  or  knowingly  utter- 
ing raised  or  counterfeited  bills  of 
credit,  U 

Not  to  exceed  seven  years,  ..15,189-213,807 


P»«e. 

SEWERS.    See  Philadelphia,  City  of. 
Not  to  be  obstructed  in  the  borough 

of  Carlisle.    442 

Penalty  for  violation,  442 

SHAD. 

Limitations  and  restrictions  respect- 
ing the  catching  of,  by  seines  or  nets 
in  the  Schuylkill  river 272 

SHEEP.    See  Federal  Army. 

Cattle,  sheep  or  salted  provisions  to 
be  subject  to  seizure,  for  the  use  of 
the  federal  army,   216 

SHERIFFS. 

Not  affected  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties  by  act  suppressing  public  auc- 
tions,        17 

Fees  of,  to  be  paid  in  wheat 40 

Coroners,  constables  and,  may  be 
compelled  to  attend  sessions  of  high 
court  of  errors  and  appeals,   57 

Fees,  for  attending  before  auditors 
appointed  to  settle  public  accounts,.    78- 

Justices,  civil  officers  and,  to  assist 
commissioners  in  carrying  out  pro- 
visions of  act  for  procuring  army 
supplies  for  1780,    181 

The  suspension  for  a  limited  time  of 
certain  acts  of  assembly  making 
bills  of  credit  of  the  U.  S.  legal 
tender,  not  to  extend  to  attorneys, 
executors,  guardians  or,  etc 204-206 

Of  Westmoreland  county  to  act  in 
Washington  county  until  one  be 
there  chosen 278 

SILK  SOCIETY. 

Managers  of,  to  adjust  Its  accounts, 
sell  all  silk  remaining  in  their  hands, 
and  pay  over  all  net  proceeds  to 
Philosophical  Society,   474-476 

Subscribers  of  silk  society  entitled  to 
be  reimbursed  their  proportional  di- 
vidend by  applying  for  same  on  or 
before  Oct.  1,  1783 476 

Philosophical  Society  to  keep  all  sums 
unclaimed  by  such  proprietors  and 
redeliver  them  when  a  majority  of 
the  subscribers  revive  the  said  so- 
ciety,     476 
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SINGLE  MEN.    See  War  Taxes. 

Over  twenty-one  and  more  than  six 
months  out  of  their  apprenticeship 
to  pay  a  war  tax  not  over  six  pounds 
nor  under  45s,   330-331 

Over  twenty-one  and  more  than  six 
months  out  of  their  apprenticeship 
or  servitude  to  be  subject  to  certain 
taxation,   240 

SINKING  FUND.    See  Bills  of  Credit 

SILVER. 

Certain  acts  of  assembly  making  bills 
of  credit  of  the  U.  S.  legal  tender 
equal  to  gold  and  silver  suspended 
for  a  limited  time,    204 

Act  not  to  extend  to  any  debt  or  con- 
tract made  after  November  1,  1779, 
upon  which  suit  has  actually  been 
brought,    204 

Nor  to  sheriffs,  attorneys,  executors, 
guardians,  etc 204 

Act  to  suspend  laws  making  the  bills 
of  credit  of  the  U.  S.,  legal  tender, 
in  payment  of  debts  equal  to  gold 
and,  continued 229 

Duration  of  act  limited,   229 

Value  of  bills  of  credit  compared  with 
gold  and  silver 249-250 

Duties  under  act  for  an  impost  on 
goods,  etc.,  to  be  paid  in  gold  or, 
as  they  passed  in  1775  or  other  money 
equivalent,    257 

Certain  war  taxes  to  be  paid  In  gold 
or,    only,    335 

Proviso  as  to  persons  who  have  taken 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this 
state,    335-336 

Certain  war  taxes  to  be  paid  in  gold 
and  silver  only,    399 

All  fines  imposed  by  acts  of  assembly 
to  be  recovered  in  gold,  or,  etc.,   ...  343 

SLAVERY.    See  Slaves. 

Act  for  gradual  abolition  of,    67 

No  children  born  after  March  1,  1780, 
to  be  slaves,    68 

Such  negro  and  mulatto  children  to 
be  servants  until  28  years  of  age,..    69 

To  be  liable  to  correction  and  punish- 
ment and  entitled  to  relief  and  free- 
dom dues,  the  same  as  bond  ser- 
vants,         69 


Pa«e. 
SLAVERY— Continued. 

Overseers  of  the  poor  to  bind  out  such 
children  where  they  are  abandoned 
by  persons  entitled  to  them,   69 

All  slaves  to  be  registered  before  No- 
vember 1,  1780 69-70 

Negroes  or  mulattoes  not  registered  to 
be  deemed  no  longer  slaves,  70 

Fees  of  clerk  of  court  for  registering 
slaves,    70 

Owner  of  slaves  not  registered  to  be 
liable  for  their  support 70 

Unless  by  deed  of  record  such  slaves 
are  freed  by  him  before  attaining  the 
age  of  28 70 

Slaves  to  be  tried  for  criminal  of- 
fences like  other  inhabitants,   70 

Slaves  not  to  be  admitted  as  witnesses 
against  freemen,    70 

Jury  to  value  slaves  in  case  of  sen- 
tence  of   death 71 

State  treasurer  In  case  of  execution  to 
pay  owner  such  value  and  costs  of 
prosecution,    71 

Reward  for  capturing  runaway  slaves 
to  be  the  same  as  for  white  servants 
bound  for  years 71 

No  persons  to  be  deemed  slaves  ex- 
cept those  registered  as  above  di- 
rected     71 

Domestics  attending  delegates  in  Con- 
gress, etc.,  also  excepted,   71 

Act  not  to  give  relief  to  runaway 
slaves  from  other  states,    71-72 

Runaway  slaves,  etc.,  from  this  state 
may  be  brought  back  and  regis- 
tered     72 

Proof  of  absconding,  etc.,  to  be  made 
before  two  Justices  of  the  peace 
within  5  years,    72 

Negroes  or  mulattoes,  other  than  in- 
fants not  to  be  bound  out  for  more 
than  seven  years,    72 

Prior  acts  of  assembly  repealed 72-73 

SLAVES.    See  Slavery. 

Negro  and  mulatto  children  born  after 
March  1,  1780  not  to  be 68 

Such  negro  and  mulatto  children  to  be 
servants  until  28  years  of  age 69 

To  be  liable  to  correction  and  punish- 
ment and  entitled  to  relief  and  free- 
dom dues,  the  same  as  bondservants,    69 
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SLAVES— Continued. 

Overseers  of  the  poor  to  bind  out  such 
children  where  they  are  abandoned 
by  persons  entitled  to  them 69 

All,  to  be  registered  before  November 
1,  1780 «9-™ 

Negroes  and  mulattoes  not  registered 
to  be  deemed  no  longer  slaves 70 

Pees  of  clerk  of  court  for  registering,    70 

Owners  of,  not  registered  to  be  liable 
for  their  support 70 

Unless  by  deed  of  record  such  slaves 
are  freed  by  him  before  they  attain 
the  age  of  28,    70 

To  be  tried  for  criminal  offenses  like 
other  inhabitants 70 

Not  to  be  admitted  as  witnesses 
against  freemen 70 

Jury  to  value  slaves  in  case  of  sen- 
tence of  death 71 

State  treasurer  in  case  of  execution  to 
pay  such  value  and  costs  of  prose- 
cution to  owner,   71 

Reward  for  capturing  runaway 
slaves  to  be  the  same  as  for  white 
servants  bound  for  years,    71 

No  persons  to  be  deemed,  except 
those  registered  as  above  directed,.    71 

Domestics  attending  delegates  in  Con- 
gress,  etc.,   also  excepted 71 

Act  not  to  give  relief  to  runaway, 
from  other  states,   71-72 

Runaway  slaves,  etc.,  from  this  state 
may  be  brought  back  and  registered,    72 

Proof  of  absconding,  etc.,  to  be  made 
before  two  justices  of  the  peace 
within  Ave  years 72 

Negroes  and  mulattoes  other  than  in- 
fants not  to  be  bound  out  for  more 
than  seven  years,    72 

Prior  acts  of  assembly  repealed 72-73 

Person  taking  refuge  in  this  state  au- 
thorized to  retain  their  slaves,  ...367-368 

Owners  to  register  such  slaves  within 
six  months  after  their  arrival 368 

Such  slaves  not  to  be  sold  nor  retained 
In  Pennsylvania  more  than  six 
months  after  end  of  war,    368 

Act  not  to  enslave  any  person  who 
has  been  freed  under  previous  act 
for  the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery,  868 


Page. 
SLAVES— Continued. 

Inhabitants  of  Westmoreland  and 
Washington  Counties  who  claimed 
to  be  residents  of  Virginia  before 
settlement  of  state  boundary  dispute 
to  register  their  slaves  in  accordance 
with  act  for  the  gradual  abolition  of 
slavery,    on   or  before   January  21, 

1784 4*8 

SLUICES.    See  Schuylkill  Point  Meadows; 

State  Island. 
SOAP  BOILERS.    See  Carlisle,   Borough 

of;  Nuisances. 
SOCIETY  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF  MAST- 
ERS OF  SHIPS. 

Incorporated 91-92 

Present  managers  continued,    93 

Powers  and  duties  of  managers,   93 

Moneys  at  Interest  and  donations, 
etc.,  to  be  considered  as  capital 
stock,    83 

Contributions  and  annual  payments  to 
be  estimated  at  10s  for  a  bushel  of 
wheat 94 

General  and  special  meetings  of  con- 
tributors     94 

Notice  of  special  meetings  to  be  pub- 
lished in  Philadelphia  newspapers,.    94 

Majority  of  contributors  empowered 
to  adopt  by-laws,  etc 94 

12  managers  and  a  treasurer  to  be  an- 
nually elected,    94-95 

Treasurer  to  give  security,   96 

Powers  and  duties  of  treasurer,    95 

Security  of  treasurer  to  be  recorded  In 
recorder  of  deeds  office  in  Philadel- 
phia,        96 

Time  and  place  om  meeting  of  man- 
agers,        96 

To  keep  fair  minutes  and  publish  and 
lay  their  accounts  before  a  commit- 
tee of  assembly,    96 

Former  act  of  assembly  repealed,   ..96-97 

SOLDIERS.    See  Pennsylvania  Line. 
Lands    granted    to    officers   and,    ex- 
empted from  taxation 61 

SOUTHAMPTON   TOWNSHIP. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  in  Northampton  and  South- 
ampton, in  the  county  of  Bucks,  In- 
corporated,      526 
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SOUTHWARK. 

Chimney  sweepers  in,  to  register  and 
obtain  a  certificate,   5-6 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal,  6 

To  wear  the  number  contained  In  their 
certificate  on  the  front  of  their  caps,      6 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal 6 

Chimney  sweepers  in  to  sweep  chim- 
neys within  48  hours  after  applica- 
tion       7 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal 7 

Rates  allowed  for  sweeping  chimneys,      7 

Penalty  on  persons  whose  unswept 
chimneys  in,  take  fire  and  blaze  out 
at  the   top 7 

Penalty  where  chimneys  take  fire  and 
blaze  out  at  the  top  within  one 
month  from  sweeping,   7 

Chimney  sweepers  in,  to  pay  officer 
10s  per  day  for  granting  certificate, 
etc 7 

Officer  for  granting  certificates  to 
chimney  sweepers  in,  to  be  appoint- 
ed by  warden  and  three  justices,   ..      8 

Rates  for  sweeping  chimneys  in,  to 
be  regulated  and  fixed  by  justices 
of  the  peace,   8 

Rates  to  be  published  in  one  or  more 
newspapers 8 

Penalties  arising  under  act  to  be  paid 
equally  to  overseer  of  the  poor  and 
officer  for  granting  certificates,    ...      8 

Provisions  of  act  limited  to  within  one 
mile  of  the  bounds  of  Philadelphia 

city,   8 

Militia  of  Moyamensing,  Passyunk, 
The  Northern  Liberties  and,  united 

to  the  city  of  Philadelphia 147 

Corporation  of  contributors,  etc.,  neg- 
lecting to  meet  annually  and  choose 
12  managers,  overseers  of  the  poor 
of  Philadelphia,  Southwark,  Moya- 
mensing and  the  Northern  Liber- 
ties to  be  vested  with  their  powers, 

etc.,    4tt 

Overseers  of  the  Poor  incorporated 
under  the  name  of  "The  Guardians  of 
thePoor  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,"  402 
To  appoint  half-yearly  six  of  their 
number  to  superintend  the  alms- 
house and  house  of  employment, 
etc 408 
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SOUTHWARK— Continued. 

Such  six  overseers  to  be  exempt  from 
all  other  duties  as  overseers 40S 

Any  overseer  with  the  consent  of  one 
justice  of  the  peace  to  afford  relief 
to  the  sudden  necessity  of  any  poor 

♦  person  not  exceeding  3£  in  three 
months W 

One-half  of  overseers  not  to  continue 
in  office  more  than  six  months  and 
their  successors  to  be  appointed 
half-yearly 408 

Penalty  for  neglect  of  overseers  to 
serve *M 

Overseers  with  the  approbation  of  two 
Justices  of  the  peace  to  bind  out 
poor  disorderly  persons 404 

Persons  over  forty  years  or  married 
exempted *M 

Term  of  binding  not  to  exceed  3 
years 404-406 

Part  of  prior  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  made  perpetual 405 

Authority  of  mayor,  recorder  and  al- 
dermen of  Philadelphia  under  such 
act  vested  in  the  Justices  of  the 
peace  of  said  city 405 

Act  for  the  better  relief  of  the  poor, 
etc.,   repealed,    406 

Act  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  repealed,  405 

Act  for  the  better  employment  of  the 
poor  incorporating  Passyunk  with 
Philadelphia,  Southwark,  Moya- 
mensing and  Northern  Liberties  re- 
pealed,     405-406 

Fees  of  auctioneers  In  Philadelphia, 
Northern  Liberties  and  Southwark, 468-69 

Auctioneers  to  demand  and  receive  an 
additional  1  per  cent,  for  the  use  of 
the  commonwealth,   469 

Auctioneers'  bond  to  the  president  to 
be  security  for  the  proper  application 
of  the  same 469 

Revenue  arising  from  auctions  In 
Philadelphia,  Northern  Liberties  and 
Southwark  appropriated  to  the  sup- 
port of  government  and  the  admin- 
istration of  Justice 469-70 
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SOUTHWARK- Continued. 

Auditors  appointed  to  examine  and 
settle  the  accounts  and  certify  that 
the  sums  due  to  Luke  Morris, 
Thomas  Penrose  and  Abel  James  for 
the  purchase  of  lots  for  the  use  of  a 

public   landing,    481 

On  payment  of  sums  so  certified  the 
fee  simple  to  said  lots  to  vest  in  cer- 
tain  trustees,    482 

Trustees  not  to  obtain  any  rights  to 
said  lots  unless  they  pay  sums  cer- 
tified by  auditor  within  two  years,..  483 
Upon  procuring  title  trustees  to  lay 

out  streets  and  landings,   483 

Trustees    to    dispose    of    unnecessary 

parts  of  lots  at  public  sale,   483 

Trustees  to  mortgage  the  parts  re- 
tained for  public  use,    484 

Trustees  to  let  out  wharves,  quays 
and  landing  places  for  terms  not  ex- 
ceeding  7  years,    484 

Trustees  to  establish  rates  and  prices 

for  wharfage 484 

And  bind  all  tenants  to  observe  the 
same  rules  and  regulations  as  ten- 
ants of  public  landings  in  Philadel- 
phia are  bound  to  observe,    484 

Trustees  to  pay  off  Incumbrances  as 
soon  as  they  have  sufficient  means 
and  convey  the  premises  to  the  su- 
pervisors of  the  highways,   484-485 

Commissioners  appointed  to  purchase 
with  the  approbation  of  three  Jus- 
tices a  lot  or  lots  for  the  accommo- 
dation  of    Southwark    with    public 

landing  places,    513 

Commissioners  to  erect  wharves  and 

quays    thereon,    513 

And    if   necessary   to   mortgage   such 

lots  in  order  to  do  so,   513 

Commissioners  to  lay  out  landing 
Places,    513 

And  dispose  of  any  over-plus  at  either 
public  or  private  sale 613-514 

Commissioners  to  let  out  the  wharves, 
etc.,  establish  the  rates  of  toll,  and 
receive  the  rents,  etc.,   514 

To  apply  the  same  towards  discharg- 
ing all  incumbrances  on  said  lots,  ..  614 
40— X 
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SOUTHWARK— Continued. 

Commissioners  together  with  assessors 
and  freeholders,  to  levy  a  yearly  as- 
sessment   not    exceeding    1    shilling 

in  the  8 614 

To  appoint  a  collector  to  collect  the 

same 514 

Powers  of  collector,    515 

Duties  of  collector,   515 

Fees  of  collector,  515 

Penalty  on  persons  appointed  col- 
lectors refusing  to  serve,    515 

Penalty,  how  recoverable,   515 

Defendant  in  such  action  to  plead  the 
general  issue  and  give  act  and  spe- 
cial matter  in   evidence,    615 

But  not  allowed  protection  or  wager 
of  law  nor  more  than  one  impar- 
lance,      616 

Collector  failing  to  account  for  moneys 
received  to   be  committed,    without 

bail  or  mainprise,   516 

Filling  of  vacancy  in  office  of  collector,  616 
Bond  of  treasurer  of  commissioners,  516 
Two- thirds  of  commissioners  to  consti- 
tute a  board,   617 

Estate  in  lots  secure  under  act  vested 
in  the  commissioners  until  all  incum- 
brances are  discharged,    617 

Such  lots  to  then  devolve  upon  the 
supervisors  of  the  highways  who  are 
erected   into   a   corporation   for   the 

purposes  of  the  trust 617-518 

Three  additional  supervisors  to  be 
elected  at  the  first  election  after  the 
final  adjustment  of  the  commission- 
ers  accounts,    618 

SPAIN. 

Goods,  etc.,  imported  from  France, 
Spain,  or  the  United  Provinces,  not 
to  be  treated  as  contraband,   498 

SPEAKER  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Wages  of,    377 

Mileage  of,   377 

SPECIAL  MATTER.    See  Evidence. 

Defendants  in  actions  under  militia 
act  may  plead  general  issue  and 
give  act  and,  in  evidence 170-171 
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SPECIAL  MATTER— Continued. 

Persons  sued  under  act  for  impost  on 
goods,  etc.,  may  plead  the  general 
issue  and  give  act  and  special  mat- 
ter in   evidence 256 

Persons  sued  under  act  incorporating 
the  borough  of  Carlisle  may  plead 
the  general  issue  and  give  act  and 
special  matter  in  evidence,   448 

Defendant  in  certain  actions  allowed 
to  plead  the  general  issue  and  give 
act  and  special  matter  in  evidence,  516 

STATE  ARMS.    See  Flour. 

Merchantable  flour  intended  for  expor- 
tation to  be  branded  with  the 292 

STATE  HOUSE. 

In  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  vested  in 
the  commonwealth 48 

STATE  ISLAND. 

Act  for  better  repairing  banks,  dams, 
ditches,   sluices,   flood-gates S81 

Manager  and  treasurer  appointed,...  381 

Election  of  managers  and  treas- 
urer  381-382 

Managers  to  repair  banks,  dams, 
ditches,  and  flood-gates  and  make 
new  ones,    etc 382 

Costs  of  repairs  to  be  born  propor- 
tionately  382 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal  of 
owners  to  pay  their  share  of  costs 
assessed    against    them 382 

Managers  either  to  restrain  or  sue 
for  the  same,    332-383 

Managers  to  be  styled  the  Managers 
of  State  Island,    3g3 

Treasurer  to  be  styled  the  Treasurer 
of   State   Island 383 

Treasurer  to  give  security,    383 

Treasurer  to  hand  over  to  successor 
all  money  remaining  in  his  hands, 
under  penalty  of  £100,    383 

STATE  TAXES.    See  Federal  Army. 
Inhabitants  of  Bedford,  Northampton, 
Northumberland  and  Westmoreland 
counties  driven  off  and  disabled  by 
the  enemy  to  be  exonerated  from,..  114 


STATE  TAXES— Continued. 

County  rates  and  levies,  etc.,  to  be 
laid  and  assessed  according  to,   140 

Act  not  to  extend  to  state  tax  on  ready 
money,   140 

Nor  to  alter  mode  of  taxation  in  coun- 
ties where,  has  not  been  laid  within 
twelve  months 140 

Tax  collectors  to  receive  in  payment 
of  state  taxes  certificates  granted  to 
persons,  for  provisions  furnished  to 
federal  army 217 

STATE  TREASURER. 

Amount  of  loans  negotiated  under 
resolutions  of  May  29,  17S0,  to  be  set 
apart  in  hands  of  the,  subject  to 
orders  of  supreme  executive  coun- 
cil for  the  purpose  of  discharging 
such  loans  together  with  interest 
thereon 258 

To  pay  reward  to  party  entitled  for 
prosecuting  counterfeiters,  etc., 
upon  his  producing  a  certificate  to 
that  effect  from  the  trial  judge,    ...    16 

Moneys  recovered  through  act  for  re- 
covering lines,  etc.,  to  be  paid  to,..  138 

Compensation  of  for  receiving  and 
handling  same,    138 

Compensation  of  for  handling  bills  of 
credit 186 

Auctioneers  to  pay  1  per  cent,  of  gross 
receipts  to,  every  three  months,   ...  230 

Compensation  of  for  handling  bills  of 
credit,     .\ 304 

To  issue  bills  of  credit  and  pay  the 
same  according  to  the  drafts  of  the 
general  assembly,  etc.,  for  the  pub- 
lic use 305 

To*set  apart  £200,000  in  bills  of  credit 
for  the  purpose  of  exchanging  old 
continental  bills  if  credit,  etc.,   308 

STREETS.    See  Philadelphia,  City  of. 
Northern     line     of    Vine    street    and 
southern  line  of  Cedar  street  to  be 
marked  out  by  regulators  of  Phila- 
delphia city  assisted   by   regulators 

of  the  Northern  Liberties,   487 

Expense  thereof  to  be  borne  propor- 
tionately by  the  said  city  and  dis- 
trict,     487-488 
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STREETS— Continued.  Pw. 

All  streets,  etc.,  In  Philadelphia  dedi- 
cated to  public  use  declared  to  be 
highways,    489 

All  streets  laid  out  by  supreme  ex- 
ecutive council  declared  to  be  high- 
ways,      489 

No  length  of  time  to  bar  the  removal 
of  nuisances  from  public  streets, 489-490 

Commissioners  to  remove  trees  grow- 
ing in  the  streets,    490 

Penalty  for  obstructing  them  in  so  do- 
ing  490 

Regulations  respecting  grates  over 
vaults  in  streets,    491 

Part  of  act  directing  the  removal  of 
trees  out  of  the  streets  of  Philadel- 
phia, repealed,   511 

SUBSISTENCE  MONET. 

Of  persons  apprehending  prisoners  of 
war,     466 

SUBSTITUTES.    See     Militia;     Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers. 
To  be  procured  by  persons  enrolled  in 
the    Pennsylvania    Volunteers    and 
neglecting  or  refusing  to  serve,   ....  192 
Proceedings    to   procure,    where   such 
person  refuses  to  serve  or  get  one,..  192 

SUPERVISORS.  See  Carlisle,  Bor- 
ough of. 

Premises  containing  public  wharves  in 
Southwark  to  be  conveyed  to  the 
supervisors  as  soon  as  they  are 
cleared  of  all  insumbrances,  484-485 

Lots  purchased  by  commissioners  for 
public  landing  places  in  Southwark 
to  devolve  upon  the  supervisors  of 
the  highways  as  soon  as  they  are, 
cleared  of  all  incumbrances 517-51S 

Three  additional  supervisors  to  be 
elected  in  the  district  of  Southwark,  618 

SUPPLIES.    See  War  Taxes. 

Act  for  raising,   for  1781,    326 

Act  for  raising,   for  1782,    385 

Act  for  raising  additional,  for  1781,..  351 

Act  not  to  prevent  plaintiff  or  defend- 
ant from  being  allowed  a  reasonable 
time  to  procure  testimony '.  418 


Pas*. 
SUPREME   COURT.    See  High  Court  of 
Errors  and  Appeals. 

Act  empowering  supreme  executive 
council  and  justices  of  the,  to  ap- 
prehend suspected  persons,  con- 
tinued     31 

Fees  of  the  prothonotary  of  the,  to  be 
paid  in  wheat 40 

High  court  of  errors  and  appeals  to 
be  composed  of  the  president  of  the 
supreme  executive  council,  the  judge 
of  admiralty  and  three  persons  of 
integrity  and  ability 64 

Appeals  from  the,  court  of  admiralty 
and  register  of  wills  to  lie  to  the  high 
court  of  errors  and  appeals 54 

Justices  of  the,  or  Judge  of  admiralty 
not  to  sit  in  high  court  of  errors  and 
appeals  in  cases  already  heard  and 
determined  by  them 54-55 

Horse  thieves  not  to  be  let  out  on  bail 
except  by  a  judge  of  the,    113 

All  fines,  etc.,  to  be  estreated  into  the, 
every  April  and  September,   134 

Penalty  for  violation 134-135 

Schedules  to  be  delivered  yearly  to 
sheriffs  and  prothonotary  of  the, 
by  clerks  of  the  peace,    135 

Penalty   for   violation,    135 

Justices  to  award  process  for  levying 
fines,  etc 135 

Estreats  into,  to  be  returned  upon 
oath 136 

Form  of  oath 136 

Justices  to  view  estreats    and    cause 

prothonotary  to  enroll  them 137 

To   hear    complaints    of    immoderate 

fines,   etc.,   estreated 137 

To  appoint  a  clerk  of  the  estreats,   ..  137 

Duties  of  clerk 137 

Secretary  of  supreme  executive  coun- 
cil  to   certify   duties    arising    from 

tavern  and  other  licenses,    138 

Act  empowering  supreme  executive 
council  and  justices  of  the,  to  ap- 
prehend suspected  persons,  etc., 
continued,    182-183 

Jurisdiction  of  the  Justices  of  the,  to 
be  the  same  in  Washington  county  as 
In  other  counties,    274 
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SUPREME  COURT— Continued. 

Plaintiffs  or  defendants  in  actions 
brought  in  the  supreme  or  common 
pleas  courts  for  debts  in  case  of 
their  sudden  departure  upon  giving: 
security  may  apply  for  special  courts 
and  have  their  cases  determined  at 

once,    417 

Defendants  in  supreme  court  entitled 
to  same  benefits  as  defendants  in 
common  pleas,    418 

SUPREME  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL  See 
Board  of  Property. 

To  appoint  and  commission  an  auc- 
tioneer for  holding  public  auctions 
in  Philadelphia 19 

To  reserve  confiscated  estates  not  sold 
and  create  a  fund  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  provost,  etc.,  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,   24 

Such  income  limited  to  1,600£  per  an- 
num,        24 

Act  empowering:  justices  of  the  su- 
preme court  and  the,  to  apprehend 
suspected   persons,   etc.,   continued,    31 

Officers  of  land  office,  etc.,  to  deliver 
up  books,  papers,  etc.,  on  demand 
of   president    of,     39 

Fees  of  the  secretary  of  the,  to  be 
paid  in  wheat 40 

Wages  and  mileage  of  members  of 
the  to  be  the  same  as  wages  and 
mileage  of  members  of  assembly 
under  late  government 41 

To  suspend  act  preventing  exports  by 
sea  for  a  limited  time  as  soon  as 
it  becomes  unnecessary,    44 

To  sell  old  jail  and  workhouse  in 
Philadelphia  for  benefit  of  said  city 
and  county 51 

House  and  lots  on  High,  Minor  and 
Sixth  Sts.,  in  Philadelphia  former- 
ly belonging  to  Joseph  Galloway, 
traitor,  and  appropriated  by  prior 
act  to  the  use  of  the  president  of 
the,  vested  in  the  commonwealth,.. 48-60 

To  defray  expense  of  procuring  and 
distributing  provisions  for  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Line,  at  certain  prices 63 

Disputes  concerning  eligibility  of  per- 
sons claiming  pensions  to  be  ad- 
Justed  by  the 66 


SUPREME      EXECUTIVE      COUNCIIj— 
Continued. 

May  direct  auditors  appointed  under 
act  for  settlement  of  public  accounts 
to  attend  to  other  places  in  the  st&te 
than  Philadelphia W 

To  draw  orders  on  state  treasurer  for 
payment  of  auditors,    M 

To  appoint  a  judge  of  the  court  of  ad- 
miralty      9V 

To  appoint  a  register  of  the  court  of 
admiralty,    Iff 

To  appoint  a  marshall  of  the  court  of 
admiralty,    1*4 

Empowered  to  pardon  persons  con- 
victed of  treason  or  other  felony  on 
condition  of  their  departing  the 
United  States,    Ill 

Such  pardons  to  be  void  if  such  per- 
sons return,   .^ HI 

Secretary  of  the  to  certify  duties  aris- 
ing from  tavern  and  other  licenses 
to  the  supreme  court,    138 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal 138 

Commissioned  lieutenants,  etc.,  to 
render  accounts  and  make  returns 
to lot 

President  of  the,  to  have  the  power 
to  pardon,  etc.,  persons  convicted 
under  militia  act 15f 

Army  provisions  when  collected  by 
commissioners  to  be  transported  and 
delivered  untfer  the  direction  of,  .179-188 

Commissioners  to  cease  collecting 
army  provisions  when  ordered  to  do 
so  by  the,    181 

Monthly  returns,  to  be  made  by  army 
commissioners   to  the 18* 

Act  empowering  justices  of  the  su- 
preme court  and  the,  to  apprehend 
suspected  persons,  etc.,  con- 
tinued  182-188 

Contracts  between  the  quarter-master 
general  of  the  U.  S.  and  the,  for  the 
passage  of  men,  etc.,  not  annulled 
by  the  further  supplement  to  act 
regulating  nightly  watch,   etc.,    ....  MS 

Commissioners  appointed  to  procure 
provisions  for  the  federal  army  to 
deliver  same  under  directions  of  the, 
to  the  commissary  general,    216 
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SUPREME     EXECUTIVE     COUNCIL— 
Continued. 

Difficulties  arising-  in  execution  of  act 
for  procuring  provisions  for  federal 
army  to  be  referred  to  the 218 

After  February  1,  1881,  to  publish 
monthly  rate  of  exchange  between 
specie  and  continental  money,   251 

Bond  of  naval  officer  to  be  filed  and 
recorded  with  the  secretary  of  the,  268 

Amount  of  loans  negotiated  under 
resolutions  of  May  29,  1780  to  be  set 
apart  in  hands  of  state  treasurer 
subject  to  orders  of,  for  the  purpose 
of  discharging  such  loan  together 
with  interest  thereon,    258 

To  appoint  officers  to  recruit  and  re- 
ceive recruits,  etc.,  under  act  for 
completing  the  quota  of  the  federal 
army,    261 

Empowered  to  call  the  commissioned 
officers,  chaplains  and  surgeons  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Line  into  service 
at  any  time,  815 

To  appoint  additional  auditors  for 
settling  the  accounts  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Line,   315 

To  draw  on  state  treasurer  for  sums 
to  pay  off  part  of  certificates  grant- 
ed to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Line 316 

To  appoint  commissioners  to  take  up 
old  certificates  and  grant  new  ones,  316 

To  order  sale  of  all  forfeited  estates 
on  or  before  May  10,  1781,   317 

Authorized  to  adopt  expedient  meas- 
ures in  order  to  recruit  the  Pennsyl- 
vania line  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States 366 

One  extra  company  of  the  militia  to 
be  raised  for  the  defense  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  state 373 

To  be  clothed,  etc.,  by  and  be  under 
the  direction  of  the  supreme  execu- 
tive council 373 

Supreme  executive  council  to  appoint 
and  commission  the  officers  of  said 
company,    373 

Officers  to  be  taken  from  those  of  the 
Pennsylvania  line  who  are  on  half 
Pay 374 

Compensation  of  recruits,    374 


P««e. 
SUPREME      EXECUTIVE      COUNCIL- 
Continued. 

Inhabitants  waylaying  and  annoying 
the  enemy  in  their  incursions  and 
depredations  to  be  entitled  to  militia 
pay  and  rations,    374 

Supreme  executive  council  to  draw  on 
the  treasury  for  such  necessary  sums,  374 

Forces  raised  under  act  to  be  bound 
by  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States,   374-375 

Supreme  executive  council  empower- 
ed to  order  all  troops  on  any  ex- 
pedition against  the  savages  or  other 
enemies  on  the  frontiers  of  the  state,  375 

Taxes  due  by  persons  driven  from 
their  homes  to  be  levied  propor- 
tionately on  the  other  parts  of  the 
counties 376 

County  commissioners  authorized  to 
exonerate  from  taxation  inhabitants 
who  have  been  so  driven  off  and  dis- 
tressed by  the  enemy 375 

Also  to  exonerate  those  inhabitants 
who  stay  on  the  frontiers  for  the 
purpose  of  its  defense,   376 

Commissioners  to  transmit  to  gen- 
eral assembly  a  list  of  the  names, 
etc.,  of  the  person  so  exonerated,..  376 

Supreme  executive  council  authorized 
to  borrow  enough  to  defend  the  fron- 
tiers, and  for  the  other  exigencies 
of  government, 492 

Loan  not  to  exceed  30, 000  £ 492 

Interest  thereon  not  to  exceed  6  per 
cent,  per  annum 492 

Duties  arising  on  liquors,  revenues 
from  sales  at  vendues,  fines  and 
penalties  from  naval  and  excise  offi- 
cers, and  moneys  arising  from  mar- 
riage, tavern  and  other  licenses, 
pledged  as  funds  for  the  payment 
thereof,    493 

Supreme  executive  council  empower- 
ed to  apply  the  same  to  that  pur- 
pose,      493 

Faith  and  honor  of  the  state  pledged 
to  make  up  and  pay  off  any  defi- 
ciency,     493 


Digitized  by 


Google 


630 


Index. 


SUPREME  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL— 
Continued. 

Members  of  the  general  assembly, 
after  15  days,  to  make  out  a  list  of 
delinquent  assemblymen  and  trans- 
mit it  to  the,    507 

To  require  attorney  general  to  sue 
for  and  recover  from  such  delin- 
quents the  fines  prescribed  by  act,..  507 

Act  to  enable  the  supreme  executive 
council  to  negotiate  loans,  etc.,  for 
the  defense  of  the  frontiers  and  sup- 
port of  government,  repealed 534 

SURGEONS.    See  Pennsylvania  Line. 

And  chaplains  to  receive  same  emolu- 
ments and  benefits  as  commissioned 
officers,    314-316 

Entitled  also  to  the  half-pay  of  a  cap- 
tain for  life 315 

To  be  liable  to  be  called  into  service 
by  the  supreme  executive  council 
at  any  time 315 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal  to  obey 
such  call,    316 

SURVEYOR-GENERAL.    See    Board    of 
Property;  Land  Office. 
To  be    one   of  the    members   of    the 

board  of  property,   408-409 

To  receive  returns  from  late  deputy- 
surveyors,    ,m 410 

SURVEYORS  AND  REGULATORS.    See 
Carlisle,  Borough  of;  Regulators. 

SURVEYS. 

Made  without  license  of  president  and 
council  declared  to  be  void 127 

All,  made  since  July  4,  1776,  to  be 
filed  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  supreme  executive  council  or  be 
void,    127 

Time  of  filing,  limited,   127-128 

Filing  not  to  give  relief  to  which  party 
was  not  entitled  before  passing  of 
act 128 

Duration  of  act,  limited,    128 

SUSPECTED  PERSONS. 

Act  empowering  supreme  executive 
council  and  justices  of  the  supreme 
court  to  apprehend,  etc.,  con- 
tinued ,    182-183 


Pa«e. 

SWINE. 

Prohibited  from  running  at  large  In 
Passyunk,  Moyamensing,  Northern 
Liberties,  Germantown  and  Bristol,  116 

Such  swine  to  be  forfeited 116 

Disposition  of  forfeiture 116-117 

Person  aggrieved  by  seizure  of  swine 

to  have  appeal  to  Justice  of  the  peace,  117 
Party  appealing  to  forfeit  40s  where 

such  seizure  is  confirmed,  117 

Act  to  prevent  swine  from  running  at 
large  within  Passyunk,  Moyamens- 
ing, Northern  Liberties,  German- 
town  and  Bristol,  revived 283 

T. 

TALLOW    CHANDLERS.    See    Carlisle, 
Borough  of;  Nuisances. 

TARE.    See  Bread. 
TARIFF. 

On  imported  goods,  etc 253 

Imported  goods  together  with  the 
casks,  etc.,  to  vest  in  the  common- 
wealth where  naval  officer  tenders 
to  importer  the  value  of  goods  and 
10  per  cent,  increase,   253 

Importer  liable  for  freight,  etc.,  ac- 
cruing previous  to  landing,  etc 253 

Commonwealth  to  recover  possession 
of  such  goods  by  action  of  detinue, 
trover  and  conversion,   or  replevin,  253 

Naval  officer  upon  due*  entry  of  goods, 
etc. ,  and  payment  of  or  securing  the 
duties  imposed  by  act  to  grant  a 
permit  for  landing 253-254 

Where  goods,  etc.,  remain  in  vessel 
ten  days  after  the  arrival  thereof, 
without  the  duty  being  paid  or  se- 
cured, master  to  deliver  same  to 
naval  officer  to  be  warehoused  and 
kept  at  owners'  risk  and  expense,..  254 

Moneys  arising  therefrom  after  pay- 
ment of  duty  and  charges  to  be 
lodged  with  state  treasurer  for  use 
of  owner,    254 

Masters  of  ships  not  to  unload  with- 
out permit 254 

Penalty  for  violation,    255 

Naval  officer,  his  deputy  and  assist- 
ants to  enter  vessels  and  suspected 
houses  in  search  of  concealed  goods 
liable  to  duty,    256 
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TARIFF— Continued. 

In  case  of  opposition  or  refusal  naval 
o^lcer  to  obtain  a  writ  of  assistance 
from  two  Justices  of  the  supreme 
ccurt  and  break  open  d^ors,  eic,   ..  255 

Persons  trading  in  the  Delaware  and 
cc-ming  into  port  with  goods  in  ves- 
sels liable  to  duties  to  comply  with 
provisions  of  act,    255 

River  vessels  not  required  to  pay  more 
than  two  shillings  for  exhibiting  a 
manifest  of  goods  liable  to  duty,   ...  265 

Master  refusing  to  exhibit  manifest  to 
forfeit    £1,000,    256 

Fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures  in- 
curred under  act,   how  recoverable,  256 

Application   of,    256 

In  actions  against  goods  seized,  bur- 
den of  proof  to  lie  upon  claimant  in- 
stead of  prosecutor 256 

Claimant  to  enter  security  for  cost  bo- 
fore  instituting  action 266 

Naval  officer  or  person  sued  under  act 
may  plead  the  general  issue  and  glva 
act  and  special  matter  in  evidence,  2G6 

Defendant  to  have  treble  costs  where 
plaintiff  becomes  nonsuit,  discon- 
tinues or  has  Judgment  pass  against 
him,    256-257 

All  suits  under  act  to  be  brought  with- 
in one  year  from  time  of  injury,   ..  257 

Naval  officer  to  keep  fair  accounts, 
etc.,  and  pay  over  balance  monthly 
to  state   treasurer,    257 

Naval  officer  to  submit  all  his  books 
and  papers  to  the  inspection  of  the 
president  and  council,   257 

Naval  officer  to  annually  settle  his  ac- 
counts with  the  auditors  of  the  pub- 
lic  accounts,    257 

Compensation  of  naval  officer,   257 

Duties  to  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver  as 
they  passed  in  1775  or  other  money 
equivalent,     257 

Fines,  penalties,  etc.,  to  be  levied, 
satisfied  and  paid  accordingly,   257 

Bond  of  naval  officer 257 

Sureties  on  such  bonds  to  be  approved 
of  by  the  president  and  council, ..267-258 

Bond  to  be  filed,  and  recorded  with 
the  secretary  of  the  supreme  execu- 
tive  council 258 


Pose. 
TARIFF— Continued. 

Naval  officer  to  appoint  a  deputy,  ....  258 
Act  not  to  give  authority  to   collect 
duty   on   common   salt,    gunpowder, 

etc.,    258 

Amount  of  loans  negotiated  under  res- 
olutions of  May  29,  1780,  to  be  set 
apart  in  hands  of  state  treasurer 
subject  to  orders  of  supreme  execu- 
tive council,  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
charging such  loans  together  with 
interest  thereon,    258 

TAVERN  LICENSES. 

Fees  for,  after  August  9,  1780  to  be 
paid  in  wheat  in  like  manner  as  fees 
of  officers 130-131 

Security  to  be  given  in  the  same  man- 
ner  131 

Act  increasing  fees  on,  partly  re- 
pealed,      131 

TAVERNS.    See  Tavern  Licenses. 

Militia  not  to  meet  at,  on  days  of  ex- 
ercise  169 

TAXATION. 
Pennsylvania       Volunteers       exempted 
from,  during  term  of  service,    194 

TAX  COLLECTORS.  See  County  Com- 
missioners; War  Taxes. 

Fines  on  delinquent,  Increased,   ...196-197 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal  to  col- 
lect militia  fines,    197,198 

County  commissioners  and  assessors  to 
appoint  other  collectors  In  the  place 
of  delinquents,    137 

Receipts  for  wheat  flour,  etc.,  de- 
livered to  commissioners  of  pur- 
chases, etc.,  to  be  received  by,  in 
discharge  of  taxes,    198 

County  treasurers  to  receive  such  re- 
ceipts in  payment  from,    199 

Where  certificate  exceeds  amount  of 
taxes  due  collector  to  give  receipt 
for  the  surplus 199 

Treasurer  to  keep  a  record  of  all  sums 
over  and  above  amount  of  taxes 
charged  against  persons  holding  re- 
ceipts   199 

And  discount  the  surplus  with  interest 
to  collector  or  next  state  tax 199 
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TAX  COLLECTORS— Continued. 

State  treasurer  to  receive  such  certi- 
ficates from  county  treasurers  and 
deliver  them  to  principal  of  the  re- 
spective   departments    from    whom 

the  payment  is  due m-20Q 

To  take  receipts  from  such  principals 
and  lodge  the  same  with  the  board 

of  treasury,    ,.  200 

To  receive  in  payment  of  state  taxes 
certificates  granted  to  persons  for 
provisions      furnished      to      federal 

army,    ,217 

TAXES. 

Not  exceeding  Is  in  the  £  annually  to 
be  levied  in  Southwark  in  order  to 
discharge  incumbrances  against  the 

public  landing  places,  etc 514 

Tax  collector  to  be  appointed  to  col- 
lect   the   same,    614 

Powers  and  duty  of  collector,   SU 

Fees  of  collector 515 

Penalty  for  tax  collector  refusing  or 

neglecting   to   serve 516 

Penalty,   how  recoverable,    515 

Collector  failing  to  account  for  moneys 
received  to  be  committed  without 
bail  or  mainprize,   , ,  516 

TAXES.    See  County  Rates  and  Levies; 
Excise;    Military    Taxes;    Pennsylvania 
Line;  State  Taxes;  War  Tax. 
$2,500,000  in,  to  be  raised  monthly  for 

the  use  of  the  United  States 10 

Duties  of  the  several  and  respective 
commissioners,  collectors  and  treas- 
urers of  the  different  counties  in  col- 
lecting the  same 10-11 

Powers    of    commissioners,    collectors 

and  treasurers,    11 

Not  paid  in  the  months  they  become 
>T        due  to  be  collected  as  soon  after  as 

they  may  be,   11-12 

Collector  to  give  receipt  and  discharge 
for  monthly  assessments  paid  in  ad- 

V       vance 12 

Lands  granted  to  officers  and  soldiers 

exempted   from 61 

Inhabitants    of    Bedford,    Northamp- 
,          ton,     Northumberland     and     West- 
moreland   counties    driven    off    and 
disabled  by  the  enemy  to  be  exon- 
erated  from,    114 


TAXES — Continued, 

I'ennsylvania     Volunteers      exempted 

from,   during  term  of  service 1*4 

Wheat  flour,    etc.,   to   be  received  in" 
payment  oft    by   persons  appointed 

by  commissioners  of  purchases 198 

Receipts   therefor   to   be    received    by 

tax  collector  In  discharge  of  taxes,.  198 
County  treasurers  to  recede  sucJi  re- 
ceipts In  payment  from  collectors,.  139 
Where   certificate   exceeds  amount  of 
taxes  due  collector  to   give  receipt 
for  the  surplus 191 

Treasurer  to  keep  a  record  of  all  sums 
over  and  above  amount  of  taxes 
charged  against  persons  holding  re- 
ceipts  - ...  199 

And  discount  the  surplus  with  inter- 
est to  collector  of  next  state  tax,...  199 

State  treasurer  to  receive  such  certi- 
ficates from  county  treasurers  and 
deliver  them  to  principal  of  the  re- 
spective departments  from  whom 
the  payment  is  due ,   ...............  199-20* 

To  take  receipts  from  such  principals 
and  lodge  the  same  with  the  board  of 
treasury, 2M 

Monthly  taxes  levied  under  act  for 
raising  52,500,000,  etc.t  continued. 209 -2lt 

Monthly  taxes  to  redeem  525,000,000  of 
bills  of  credit  of  the  U.  S..  also 
continued,    ......  219 

Bills  of  credit  received  in  payment  of 
such  monthly  taxes  not  to  be  Issued 
again .,  61 

Such  bills  to  be  kept  by  state  treas- 
urer to  be  cancelled  and  destroyed,  210 

New  bills  of  credit  to  bear  Interest  at 
fi  per  cent. , ,.,.,„,,.„.  210 

Bills  of  credit  received  by  public 
agents  for  any  taxes  or  public  dues, 
etc.,  to  be  accounted  for  at  the  same 
rate  as   received , 251 

After  June  1,  1781,  to  be  paid  In  gold, 
silver  ot  bills  of  credit, 308 

Not  exceeding  Is  in  the  £  annually  to 
be  levied  In  Southwark  In  order  to 
discharge  incumbrances  against  the 
public  landing  places,   etc 514 

Tax  collector  to  be  appointed  to  col- 
lect the  same, 514 

Powers  and  duty  of  collector 515 
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TAXES— Continued. 

Fees  of  collector '. 616 

Penalty  for  tax  collector  refusing  or 

neglecting  to  serve,    616 

Penalty,   how  recoverable,    616 

Collector  falling  to  account  for  moneys 
received  to  be  committed  without 
bail  or  mainprise,    616 

TORIES.    See  Loyalists. 

TOWNSHIP  ASSESSORS.  See  County 
Commissioners;  War  Taxes. 

TOWN  CLERK.  See  Carlisle,  Borough  of. 

TRADE.  See  Bread;  Contraband;  Em- 
bargo; Exports;  Flour. 

Part  of  act  to  permit  the  exportation 
of  flour  of  wheat,  etc.,  repealed,  ...  326 

Supplement  to  act  regulating  naviga- 
tion and  trade,    418 

No  good 8,  wares,  merchandise  pro- 
duced or  manufactured  by  Great 
Britain  to  be  imported  into  this 
state 419 

All  such  goods  to  be  confiscated,   ....  419 

One-half  to  go  to  Informer  and  the 
other  half  to  the  commonwealth,..  419 

All  actions  under  act  against  im- 
porters to  be  brought  within  six 
months,   ; 419 

Proviso  as  to  goods,  wares,  merchan- 
dise taken  as  prize,    419 

Such  goods,  wares  and  merchandise 
not  to  be  imported  from  neutral 
ports 420 

Captain,  etc.,  of  vessels  to  certify  that 
imported  goods  from  neutral  ports 
are  not  the  growth,  product,  etc., 
of  Great  Britain 420 

Such  goods  to  be  confiscated  if  captain 
neglects  to  produce  certificate,  ...420-421 

Part  of  prior  act  regulating  navigation 
and  trade  repealed,    421 

TREASON. 

Attainder  of,  after  peace  with  Great 
Britain  not  to  disinherit  heirs  nor 
to  prejudice  any  one  except  the  of- 
fender  112 

Persons  charged  with,  may  be  pro- 
ceeded against  as  for  misdemeanor,  112 


Page. 
TREASON— Continued. 

A  further  time  granted  to  Daniel 
Rundle  and  Matthias  Aspden  to 
render  themselves  to  a  Justice  of  the 
supreme  court  and  stand  trial  for,..  280 

Attainder  stayed  upon  condition  that 
they  do  so  on  or  before  Dec.  31,  1781,  280 

Either  party  failing  to  so  render  him- 
self to  be  adjudged  and  attainted  of 
high,    281 

TREATY. 

All  subjects  of  His  Most  Christian  Ma- 
jesty entitled  to  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges stipulated  in  their  behalf  by 
the  11th  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity 
and  commerce  concluded  between 
him  and  the  U.  S.  of  America,  61t 

Act  to  take  effect  as  of  February  6th, 
1778,    610 

TREBLE  COSTS. 

Defendant  to  have,  where  plaintiff 
becomes  nonsuit,  discontinues  or 
has  Judgment  pass  against  him  in 
actions  under  militia  act,    171 

Defendant  to  recover,  in  certain  cases 
where  plaintiff  becomes  nonsuit,  suf- 
fers a  discontinuance  or  has  Judg- 
ment pass  against  him 266-67,324,448 

Defendant  to  recover  treble  costs  in 
suits  for  the  condemnation  of  goods 
as  contraband,  If  plaintiff  wilfully 
delays,  discontinues,  or  has  Judg- 
passed  against  him 603-504 

TREES. 

Growing  In  the  streets  of  Philadelphia 
to  be  removed  by  the  commissioners,  490 

Penalty  for  obstructing  them  In  so  do- 
ing  490 

Penalty,  how  recoverable 490 

Part  of  act  directing  the  removal  of 
trees  out  of  the  streets,  etc.,  of 
Philadelphia,   repealed 611 

TRESPASS. 

United  States  authorized  to  bring  ac- 
tions of,  to  protect  its  property,  ....    46 

Act  to  prevent  trespassing  upon  un- 
enclosed grounds  in  Passyunk,  Moy- 
amensing,  Northern  Liberties  and 
Germantown  revived  and  extended 
to  Bristol  township 116 
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TRESPASS—Continued. 

Persons  guilty  of  committing,  on  lands 
of  absentees,  etc.,  to  pay  treble 
damages 127 

May  be  flned  and  imprisoned  upon 
conviction   thereof,    127 

Duration  of  act  limited,    127 

Act  to  prevent  the  trespassing  upon 
the  unenclosed  grounds  of  Fas- 
syunk,  Moyamensing,  Northern 
Liberties,  Germantown  and  Bristol, 
revived,    283 

TROOPS.     See      Militia;       Pennsylvania 
Line;  War. 

TROVER. 

Imported  goods  together  with  the 
casks,  etc.,  to  vest  in  the  common- 
wealth where  naval  officer  tenders 
to  importer  the  value  of  such  goods 
with  10  per  cent,  increase 253 

Commonwealth  to  recover  possession 
thereof  by  action  of  detinue,  re- 
plevin or 253 

TUMULTS. 

All  persons  charged  with  engaging  in 
Walnut  street  tumult  on  October  4, 
1779,  near  James  Wilson's  house, 
pardoned 118 

Act  pardoning  such  persons  to  be 
deemed  a  public  act 118-119 


U. 
UNIFORMS.    See  Pennsylvania  Line. 

UNITED  PROVINCES. 

Goods,  etc.,  imported  from  France, 
Spain,  or  the  United  Provinces,  not 
to  be  treated  as  contraband,   498 

UNITED      STATES.    See      Pennsylvania 
Line. 
$2,500,000  to  be  raised  monthly  by  tax- 
ation, for  the  use  of  the,  10 

Duties  of  the  several  and  respective 
county  commissioners,  collectors  and 
treasurers  in  collecting  the  same,  ..10-11 
Powers  of    commissioners,     collectors 
and  treasurers,    11 


UNITED  STATES— Continued. 

Sums  not  paid  in  the  months  they  be- 
come due  to  be  collected  as  soon  after 
as  may  be rr «,..,.,  11-12 

Collector  to  give  receipt  and  discharge 
for  monthly  assessments  paid  in  ad- 
vance,      12 

Penalty  for  counterfeiting  or  forging 
the  paper  money  of  the,   ....... 15-16 

Certain  public  property  vested  in  the, 
during  the  war, 46 

Empowered  to  sue  trespassers,  etc.,  ..     46 

Act  not  to  Justify  the  taking  of  lands 
without  consent  of  owner  from  find 
after  January  1,   1779,    46 

Authorized  to  remove  its  buildings 
from  such  lands,    ,„.,    46 

Upon  removal  of  buildings  all  title  and 
interest  of  the,  in  and  to  the  lands 
whereon  the  buildings  were  erected 
to  cease, 46 

Owners  of  land  temporarily  vested  in 
and  occupied  by  the,  to  be  paid  a 
reasonable  rent  for  same, 46 

Rent  to  be  fixed  by  three  appraisers. 46-47 

Appointment  of  appraisers,    47 

Upon  termination  of  war  to  remove  or 
pull  down  and  sell  all  such  buildings 
which  it  no  longer  requires,   .... 47 

Empowered  to  purchase,  hold  or  con- 
vey lands,  etc.,  for  maintaining  pub- 
lic buildings,    47 

All  such  lands,  etc.,  to  be  subject  to 
the  disposition  and  appropriation  of 
Congress,    47 

Certain  acts  of  assembly  making  bills 
of  credit  of  the  U.  S.  legal  tender 
equal  to  gold  and  silver  suspended 
for  a  limited  time , 204 

Act  not  to  extend  to  any  debt  or  con- 
tract made  after  November  1,  1779, 
upon  which  suit  has  actually  been 
brought 204 

Nor  to  sheriffs,  attorneys,  executors, 
guardians,    etc ,..,204 

Act  for  funding  and  redeeming  the 
bills  of  credit  of  the,    205 

Monthly  taxes  to  redeem  S25.000.OOO 
of  bills  of  credit  of  the  United  States 
continued 210 
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UNITED  STATES— Continued. 

Act  suspended  so  far  as  respects  new 
bills  of  credit,  to  be  emitted  by  Con- 
gress until  majority  of  states  adopt 
resolves  of  Congress  of  March  18, 
1780 213 

Act  to  suspend  laws  making  the  bills 
of  credit  of  the,  legal  tender,  In 
payment  of  debts  equal  to  gold  and 
silver,  continued 229 

Duration  of  act,  limited,    229 

Authorized  to  levy  a  five  per  cent,  ad 
valorem  duty  on  imports,  297 

Arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  wool 
cards,  cotton  cards  and  wire  for 
making  them,  and  salt  excepted,   ..  297 

Authorized  to  levy  a  like  duty  on 
prizes  and  prize  goods  condemned 
by  the  admiralty  court,   297 

To  appoint  collectors  for  collecting 
same,    298 

Moneys  arising  from  such  duties  to  be 
appropriated  in  payment  of  debts, 
contracted  on  the  faith  of  the,  for 
support  of  the  present  war 298 

Act  to  continue  in  force  until  such 
debts  are  fully  and  finally  dis- 
charged  298 

All  Subjects  of  His  Most  Christian  Ma- 
jesty entitled  to  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges stipulated  in  their  behalf  by 
the  11th  Article  of  the  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  concluded  be- 
tween him  and  the  U.  S.  of  America,  610 

Act  to  take  effect  as  of  February  6th, 
1778,     510 

UNITED  STATES  BILLS  OP  CREDIT. 
See  Bills  of  Credit. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  THE  STATE  OF 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

Former  by  law  narrowing  original 
plan  of  the  college,  academy  and 
charitable  school  of  Philadelphia  de- 
clared void 24 

Supreme  executive  council  to  reserve 
confiscated  estates  not  sold  and 
create  a  fund  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  provost,   etc.,    24 

Such  Income  not  to  exceed  1,600£  per 
annum 24 


Pace. 
UNIVERSITY     OF     THE     STATE     OF 
PENNSYLVANIA— Continued. 

Such  reservation  to  be  laid  before  the 
general   assembly  for  confirmation,    24 

Confirming  of  such  estates  not  to  ex- 
tend to  establishing  estates  in  or- 
iginal  trustees,    etc.,    25 

Superintendents  and  trust  to  be  vested 
in  certain  named  persons,    24-25 

Such  persons  to  be  styled  "The  trus- 
tees of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania,"        26 

Powers  of  trustees,   26 

Filling  vacancy  where  trustee  neglects 
or  refuses  to  act,   26 

Selection  to  meet  with  approval  of 
general  assembly,   26 

Former  oath  of  trustees,  etc.,  super- 
seded ,    26-27 

Clauses  in  former  charters  directing 
trustees  to  make  rules,  ordinances 
and  statutes  not  repugnant  to  laws 
of  Great  Britain,  etc.,  repealed,   ....    27 

Trustees  to  review  old  rules,  etc.,  and 
frame  new  ones  consistent  with  the 
constitution  and  the  laws  of  this 
state 27 

Business  of  corporation  to  be  trans- 
acted and  determined  by  a  majority 
of  seven  of  the  trustees,  28 

Certain  matters  to  require  a  majority 
of  eleven  of  the  trustees,   28 

Clause  in  first  charter  limiting  trus- 
tees to  inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania 
residing  within  five  miles  of  the  col- 
lege and  academy  of  Philadelphia, 
declared  void,    28 

Trustees  to  have  power  to  sue  and  to 
be  sued,    28 

Former  trustees  to  deliver  up  books, 
records,  etc 29 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal,    29 

Trustees  declared  to  be  a  body,  politic 
and  corporate 29-30 

To  have  power  to  make  a  common 
seal,  rules,  etc.,  and  to  alter  and 
amend  them,   30 

Name  style  and  title  of  ofllcers  of  the 
University  of  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania,         30 

Trustees  to  submit  accounts  to  visitors 
from  the  general  assembly 30 
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UNIVERSITY     OP     THE     STATE     OF 
PENNSYLVANIA— Continued. 
Trustees  to    meet    annually    on    first 

Wednesday  in  December,    30 

Defect  in  prior  act  confirming  es- 
tates, etc.,  in  the,  cured,   126 

The  word  college  in  section  16  to  be 
construed   university 125 

UTTERING. 

Punishment  for  knowingly  uttering 
counterfeit  or  raised  bills  of  credit, 
loan  office  certificates  or  bills  of  ex- 
change,        15 

Punishment  for  uttering  forged,  coun- 
terfeited  or   raised   bills   of   credit, 

189,212,807 

V. 

VENDUE    See  Public  Vendue. 

VERDICT. 

Defendant  to  have  treble  cost  in  cer- 
tain cases  where  plaintiff  becomes 
non-suit,  suffers  a  discontinuance, 
or  has  verdict  passed  against  him,  448 

Defendant  to  recover  treble  costs,  if 
plaintiff  in  suits  to  condemn  certain 
goods  as  contraband,  wilfully  de- 
lays, discontinues  or  has  Judgment 
verdict  pass  against  him 503-504 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

Salary  of 877 

VINE  STREET. 

Northern  line  of  Vine  street  and 
southern  line  of  Cedar  street  to  be 
marked  out  by  regulators  of  Phila- 
delphia City  assisted  by  regulators 
of  the  Northern  Liberties,  487 

Expense  thereof  to  be  borne  propor- 
tionately by  the  said  city  and  dis- 
trict  487-488 

W. 

WAGER  OF  LAW. 

Not  allowed 137,295,516 

WAGES.    See  Militia. 

Price  of  day's  labor  to  be  fixed  by 
quarter  sessions  and  become  the  rate 
for  payment  of  fines  under  militia 
act 168 


WAGES— Continued. 

Of  members  of  congress,    877 

Of  members  of  the  supreme  executive 

council,    377 

Of  speaker  of  the  house,  377 

Of  members  of  the  assembly 371 

Of  clerks  of  the  assembly,  37S 

Of  sergeant  at  arms  of  the  assembly,  378 

Of  door-keeper  of  the  assembly 378 

Prior  acts  fixing  wages  of  government 

officers  repealed,   378 

WAGONERS.    See  Militia;  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers. 
In  actual  service  not  to  be  enlisted  in 
the  Pennsylvania  Volunteers 191 

WAGON  MASTERS.    See  Wagons. 

Duties  of ,  , 861 

Compensation  of,   8(2 

WAGONS.    See  Defence;  Militia;  War. 

President  to  call  out  enough  wagons 
to  transport  baggage  and  stores  of 
troops  called  out  for  defense  of  state,  3*1 

County  wagon  masters  and  constables 
to  perform  same  duties  as  required 
un&er  former  wagon  laws,  861 

Compensation  of  wagon  masters,   ....  362 

President  to  seize  and  impress 
wagons,  etc.,  if  sufficient  cannot  be 
procured  in  manner  prescribed  by 
act 862 

WAR.    See  Army  of  the  United  States; 

Militia;    Pensions;    Pennsylvania  Line; 

Prisoners  of  War;  United  States;  War 

Tax. 

Act  providing  for  the  present  defense 

of  this  state,    861 

President  to  call  out  enough  wagons 
to  transport  baggage  and  stores  of 
troops  called  out  for  the  defense  of 

the  state,   861 

County  wagon  masters  and  constables 
to  perform  same  duties  as  required 

under  former  wagon  laws 361 

Compensation  of  wagon  masters,    ....  362 
President  to  seize  and  impress  wagons, 
etc.,  if  sufficient  number  cannot  be 
procured  in   manner  prescribed   by 
act 362 
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WAR— Continued. 

President  to  seize  and  impress  arms, 
ammunition,  stores,  etc.,  when  nec- 
essary and  apply  the  same  to  public 
use,    362 

Seizure  to  be  certified  and  the  value 
to  be  ascertained  specie 362 

President  to  billet  and  quarter  troops 
upon  public  or  private  houses,    ....  362 

President  authorized  to  call  out  all  of 
the  militia  without  respect  to  classes,  363 

Person  neglecting  or  refusing  to  per- 
form tour  of  militia  duty  on  call  of 
president  to  be  fined,   363 

President  authorized  to  draw  upon  the 
treasury  for  necessary  money  to  pro- 
cure arms  and  ammunition,  etc.,   ..  363 

President  authorized  to  impress  horses 
and  wagons,  etc.,  for  the  removal 
of  families  and  property  of  Inhabit- 
ants of  Philadelphia,  Northern  Lib- 
erties, and  South wark  who  are  in 
actual  service  against  the  enemy,..  363 

Duration  of  act  limited 364 

All  goods,  etc.,  of  the  growth,  product 
or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain,  or 
of  any  country  under  the  dominion 
thereof,  or  any  goods  coming  from 
countries  .held  by  the  forces  thereof, 
to  be  considered  as  contraband,  ..  497 
#     All  contraband  to  be  liable  to  seizure, 

condemnation  and   confiscation,    ...  497 

Goods,  etc.,  taken  as  prize  upon  water 
and  condemned  as  such  in  a  court  of 
admiralty  of  the  U.  S.  excepted,.. 497-498 

Salt,  salt  petre,  gunpowder,  lead, 
etc.,  also  excepted 498 

Clothing  for  prisoners  of  war  also  ex- 
cepted  498 

Goods,  etc.,  Imported  from  l^ance, 
Spain,  or  the  United  Provinces  not 
to  be  treated  as  contraband 498 

Any  person  finding  goods,  etc.,  in  or 
moving  through  the  state  which  he 
believes  to  be  contraband,   to  seize 

the  same 498-499 

Proceedings  upon  seizure,  499-600-501 

Persons  desiring  to  defend    property 

seized  to  first  enter  security 601 

No  carriage,  beast,  boat  or  vessel  to 
be  condemned  unless  the  goods  con- 
nected therewith  exceed  10£,  601 

No  replevin  to  He  for  goods  seized,   ..  601 


WAR— Continued. 

Proceedings  before  Justice  to  be 
final 601-Mt 

Goods,  etc.,  seized  and  condemned  as 
contraband  to  be  forthwith  adver- 
tised and  sold  at  public  auction  by 
sheriff  under  warrant  of  justice,   ..  M2 

Ten  days'  public  notice  in  writing  to 
be  given  thereof,  if  the  value  be 
under  50  £ ,   502 

Where  value  of  goods  exceed  50  £,  like 
notice  to  be  also  inserted  in  one  of 
the  Philadelphia  weekly  newspapers,  6*S 

After  sale  Justice  to  deduct  all  ex- 
penses and  order  sheriff,  etc.,  to  pay 
one-half  of  residue  to  plaintiff  and 
the  other  half  to  county  treasurer,  60S 

County  treasurer  to  transmit  the  same 
to  state  treasurer,   601 

Fees  of  county  treasurer  so  doing,...  60t 

Costs   of   proceeding 6M 

All  suits  for  things  done  in  pursuance 
of  act  to  be  brought  within  six 
months,     606 

Defendant  to  recover  treble  costs  if 
plaintiff  wilfully  delay,  discontinue, 
or  have  verdict  or  judgment  passed 
against  him 603-604 

Persons  convicted  of  trading  with 
subjects  of  King  of  Great  Britain  to 
forfeit  1-3  of  the  value  of  goods 
seized  besides  the  goods  so  seized 
or  suffer  three  months  imprison- 
ment,      604 

Prosecutions  therefor  to  be  made  in 
any  court  of  quarter  sessions  or 
oyer   and   terminer,    604 

All  persons  coming  out  of  the  line  of 
the  enemy  into  this  state  without  a 
license  from  the  president,  etc.,  to 
be  imprisoned  by  any  justice  of  the 
peace 604 

All  such  intruders  to  be  fined,   504 

No  person  to  go  out  of  the  state  into 
the    lines    of    the    enemy    without 

proper  authority 504 

Penalty  for  so   doing 604 

Disposition  of  penalty,    604-506 

Act  not  to  affect  persons  furnished 
with  a  pass  from  any  of  the  other 
states,  if  same  be  approved  by 
president,    etc 6#6 
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Certain  act  of  assembly  repealed,    ..  605 

Duration  of  act  limited  until  close  of 
war,     BOB 

Act  for  procuring  an  estimate  of  the 
damages  sustained  by  the  inhabit- 
ants of  this  state  from  the  British 
troops 630 

County  commissioners  of  every  county 
invaded  by  British  troops  to  direct 
assessors  to  notify  inhabitants  to 
furnish  accounts  of  damages,  etc., 
done  thereby  and  transmit  the  same 
to  commissioners 531 

Assessors  to  render  such  accounts 
where  inhabitants  refuse,  531 

Contents  of  account,  531-532 

Commissioners  to  transmit  accounts 
to  supreme  executive  council,  532 

Servants,  negroes  and  mulatto  slaves 
deluded  and  carried  away  by  British 
troops  to  be  included  in  accounts,..  532 

Charges  and  expenses  of  executing  act 
to  be  defrayed  by  the  common- 
wealth,      633 

WARDENS. 

Of  Philadelphia  city  to  let  market- 
houses,  ferries,  wharves  and  public 
landing  places 201 

With  assessors  to  levy  an  additional 
rate  not  exceeding  6d  in  the  £ ,   201 

Said  rate  to  be  collected  in  the  usual 
manner,    201 

To  authorize  treasurer  to  receive  rents 
from  market-houses,  etc 201 

Clerk  of  the  market  to  collect  rents 
from  market-houses,  etc.,  and  pay 
the  same  over  to  the  treasurer  of 
the 201 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal 202 

Owners,  etc.,  of  ferries,  etc.,  In  Phila- 
delphia to  pay  their  rents  to  the 
treasurer  of  the,    202 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal,   202 

Penalty  for  persons  receiving  money 
under  act  and  not  paying  the  same 
over  to  the  treasurer  of  the,   202 

Moneys  received  under  act  to  be 
used  by  wardens  for  purposes  speci- 
fied in  act  regulating  nightly  watch, 
etc 202 


Pace. 
WARDENS— Continued. 

Empowered  to  purchase  a  lot  on  north 
side  of  Sassafras  street  along  Dela- 
ware river  for  a  public  wharf 203 

Act  not  to  extend  to  the  Interest  held 
by  the  city  of  Philadelphia  to  the 
middle  ferry  on  Schuylkill  from  May 
1,  1780  to  May  1,  1781 203 

Unless  wardens  agree  with  the  presi- 
dent in  council  to  keep  such  bridge 
in  repair,    etc 203 

Act  not  to  annul  contracts  made  by 
supreme  executive  council  with 
Quarter-master  general  of  the  U.  S. 
for  passage  of  men,   etc.,    203 

WAR  TAX. 

£93,640,  10s  to  be  raised  yearly  for  six 
years,  by  tax  on  estates  real  and 
personal 238-239 

Proportion  of  the  city  and  counties,  ..  239 

Provisions  of  act  for  raising  supplies 
for  1779  continued  and  extended  to 
levying  and  collecting  taxes  under 
act,     239 

Single  men  over  twenty-one  and  more 
than  six  months  out  of  their  appren- 
ticeship or  servitude  to  be  taxed,..  240 

Goods  and  chattels  of  tenant  to  be 
liable  to  be  distrained  \m  for  war 
taxes,  etc.,  as  well  as  the  owners 
of  lands,  etc 240 

Tenants  paying  such  taxes  to  reserve 
them  out  of  rent,  etc.,  or  recover 
the  same  by  action  of  debt,  240 

Eighteenth  section  of  act  for  raising 
$5,700,000  obliging  tenants  to  pay 
taxes  over  and  above  their  rent  not 
extended  to  taxes  under  act 241 

£200,000  to  be  raised,  levied  and  col- 
lected during  1781 326-327 

Proportionate  share  of  the  different 
cities  and  counties,    327 

County  commissioners  to  meet  on  or 
before  the  first  Tuesday  in  July  and 
Issue  their  warrants  to  the  assessors 
requiring  them  to  make  returns  of 
all  taxable  persons  and  their  prop- 
erty,   327-328 

Assessors  to  administer  an  oath  or 
affirmation  to  each  taxable  as  to  the 
truth  of  his  return,    328 

Form  of  oath,    328 
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WAR  TAX— Continued. 

Penalty  for  taxables  refusing  to  make 
returns  or  to  swear  to  the  truth 
thereof 328 

Assessors  to  find  out  and  return  prop- 
erty refused  to  be  returned,    328 

Lands  not  returned  to  be  charged  with 
all  such  taxes  in  the  next  assess- 
ment,      329 

In  case  of  vacancy  in  office  of  assessor 
county  commissioners  to  appoint,..  329 

Upon  receipt  of  assessors  returns  com- 
missioners to  quota  the  districts, 
etc 329 

And  within  six  days  thereafter  fur- 
nish the  assessors  with  a  transcript 
of  the  quota  charged  upon  the  town- 
ship, etc.,  to  which  the  assessor  be- 
longs   329-330 

Assessors  and  two  freeholders  to- levy 
and  assess  the  quota  of  each  town- 
ship, etc.,  on  the  persons  and  their 
estates  therein, 330 

List  of  the  different  kinds  of  property 
subject  to  taxation  under  act 330 

Such  enumerated  articles  to  be  rated 
at  what  they  are  bona  flde  worth,..  330 

Single  freemen  over  twenty-one  and 
more  than  six  months  out  of  their 
apprenticeship  to  pay  a  sum  not  over 
£6 .nor  under  45s,  330-331 

Trades,  professions,  etc.,  to  be  rated 
at  the  discretion  of  the  assessors 
and  freeholders,    331 

Goods  of  tenants,  etc.,  liable  to  be  dis- 
trained  for  such  taxes,    331 

Tenant  to  deduct  tax  from  rent  where 

he  is  compelled  to  pay  the  same,   ..  331 
Or  recover  the  same  by  action  at  law,  331 

Act  not  to  alter  any  contract  between 
landlord  and  tenant  as  to  the  pay- 
ment  of  taxes 331 

Oath  of  county  commissioners,    332 

Oath   of  assessors 332 

County  commissioners  to  appoint  a  tax 
collector  for  each  township,  ward 
and  district 332 

Commissioners  to  prefix  a  warrant  to 
collectors  duplicate,  etc 332 

Contents  of  warrant 332 


WAR  TAX— Continued. 

Assessors  and  collectors  to  notify 
commissioners  in  writing  within  two 
days  of  their  election  or  appointment 
as  to  their  intention  to  serve  or  de- 
cline the  office 332-833 

Failure  to  do  so  to  be  considered  as  a 
refusal  to  serve,    333 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal  of  as- 
sessors and  collectors  to  serve 333 

Where  owner  of  goods  distrained  on 
for  taxes  refuses  to  receive  the  over- 
plus collector  to  pay  the  same  to  the 
county  treasurer,    333 

County  treasurer  to  deduct  1  per  cent, 
and  give  notice  thereof  to  the  county 
commissioners  within  twenty  days,.  333 

Owner  to  have  the  remainder  dis- 
counted out  of  any  future  tax,  ..333-334 

Receipt  of  treasurer  to  exonerate  col- 
lector,      334 

Collectors  to  make  out  accounts  of 
their  seizures,  etc.,  and  settle  the 
same  with  commissioners,   334 

Compensation    of   collectors 334 

Commissioners  empowered  to  proceed 
against  delinquent  collectors,    334 

Collectors  to  pay  the  tax  charged  in 
their  duplicate  within  thirty  days 
after  the  day  of  appeal,   334 

Proviso  as  to  cases  where  he  has  been 
obliged  to  make  distress 334 

Respective  county  treasurers  to  make 
payments  to  the  state  treasurer 
within  certain  specified  times  after 
receiving  the  same  from  collector, 334-335 

Commissioners  to  transmit  copies  of 
the  assessment  to  state  treasurer 
within  thirty  days  after  day  of  ap- 
peal   335 

Compensation  of  county  commission- 
ers and  assessors,    336 

Compensation  of  collectors,    335 

Taxes  to  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver  only,  335 

Proviso  to  persons  who  have  taken 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this 
state,   335-336 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal  of  com- 
missioners to  do  their  duty  under  act,  336 

Penalty,  how  recoverable,   336 

Act  for  raising  supplies  for  1779,  ex- 
tended and  continued,    336 
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WAR  TAX— Continued. 

£80,000  to  be  raised,  levied  and  col- 
lected during  1781.    861 

Proportionate  share  of  the  different 
counties,   361-852 

To  be  raised  v  levied  and  collected  in 
same  manner  as  provided  for  in  sup- 
plement to  act  for  funding  and  re- 
deeming the  bills  of  credit  of  the  U. 
S.,    etc.,    368 

Said  act  continued  until  present  sup- 
plies are  raised,    362-358 

Bills  of  credit  of  certain  emissions  to 
be  received  in  payment  of,   358 

To  be  assessed  on  the  returns  made 
or  to  be  made  in  pursuance  of  act 
for  raising  £200,000  for  year  1781,363-354 

420, 297  £,  15s  to  be  raised  for  the  year 
1782  by  a  tax  on  estates  real  and  per- 
sonal,      385 

Proportionate  share  of  the  cities  and 
counties 385-386 

County  commissioners  to  meet  on  or 
before  April  15th,  and  issue  their 
warrants  to  the  assessors  requiring 
them  to  make  returns  of  all  taxable 
persons  and  their  property 888 

Each  township,  board  or  district  to 
elect  two  free-holders  to  assist  as- 
sessors in  levying  taxes,   etc.,    386 

Assessors  to  demand  returns  of  prop- 
erty and  make  returns  to  the  com- 
missioners,  etc.,    385-386 

Penalty  for  refusal  or  neglect  to  give 
returns,    387 

Assessors,  etc.,  to  search  records  to 
discover  concealed  property 387 

Lands  not  returned  to  be  charged  with 
all  such  taxes  in  the  next  assess- 
ment  388 

Penalty  for  concealing  property,  etc.,  388 

Upon  receipt  of  assessors'  returns  com- 
missioners to  quota  the  districts,..  388 

And  within  six  days  thereafter  furnish 
the  assessors  with  a  transcript  of  the 
quota  charged  upon  the  township, 
etc.,  to  which  the  assessor  be- 
longs  388-389 

Assessor  and  two  free-holders  to  levy 
and  assess  the  quota  of  each  town- 
ship, etc.,  on  the  person  and  their 
estates  therein, 3«q 


WAR  TAX— Continued. 

List  of  the  different  kinds  of  property 

subject  to  taxation  under  act,   389 

Such  enumerated  articles  to  be  rated 

at  what  they  are  bona  fide  worth, . .  39t 
Sums  raised  not  to  be  deemed  the  ex- 
act proportion  of  the  city  and  coun- 
ties until  the  same  be  correctly  and 
finally  adjusted  by  the  legislature,  39t 
Single  freemen  to  be  taxed  not  more 

than  6£  or  less  than  3£ 399 

Trades,  professions,  etc.,  to  be  rated 
at  the  discretion  of  the  assessors  and 

freeholders 39* 

Assessors  may  demand  security  from 

single  freemen 39* 

Single  freemen  failing  to  give  security 
to  be  committed  for  one  month  or 
until  he  enters  security  or  pays  the 

tax,    39# 

House-holders  upon  demand  of  as- 
sessor to  furnish  names  and  occupa- 
tions of   inmates,    391 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal,    391 

Disposition  of  penalty 391 

Goods  of  tenants,  etc.,  liable  to  be  dis- 
trained for  such  taxes,  391 

Tenant  to  deduct  tax  from  rent  where 

he  is  compelled  to  pay  same 891 

Or  recover  the  same  by  action  at  law,  391 
Act  not  to  alter  any  contract  between 
landlord  and  tenant  as  to  the  pay- 
ment of  taxes 391 

Oath  of  county  commissioners,  391-392 

Oath  of  assessors,    392 

County  commissioners  to  appoint  a 
collector  for  each  township,   ward, 

and  district,    392 

Commissioners  to  prefix  a  warrant  to 

collector's  duplicate,   etc 392 

Contents  of  warrants,    392 

Penalties,   how  recoverable,    392 

Assessors  and  collector^  to  notify  com- 
missioners in  writing  within  two 
days  of  their  election  as  to  their  in- 
tention to  serve  or  not,   393 

Failure  to  do  so  to  be  considered  as 
a  refusal  to  serve 398 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal  of  as- 
sessors and  collectors  to  serve 393 

Penalties,  how  recoverable 393 
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WAR  TAX— Continued. 

Persons  aggrieved  by  assessment  to 
appeal  to  county  commissioners,  ...  894 

Proceedings  on  appeal,    894 

Upon  refusal  to  pay  tax  collector  to 
distrain  for  same,    894 

Collector  authorised  to  break  open  In 
the  day-time  any  house,  trunk,  etc., 
In  order  to  make  distress,   394 

Collector  to  return  the  over-plus  after 
deducting  charges  to  owner,   896 

For  want  of  sufficient  distress  taxable 
to  be  committed,   395 

Collectors  collector  to  pay  to  the  coun- 
ty treasurer  the  whole  tax  charged 
In  duplicate  within  thirty  days,  ....  395 

Time  extended  In  cases  where  distress 
Is  necessary*   395 

Commissioners  to  lssu»  warrants  to 
the  sheriff,  etc.,  requiring  him  tc 
seize  the  bodies  and  estates  of  delin- 
quents  896 

Proceedings  upon  such  seizures 896 

Commissioners  may  sell  land,  etc, 
where  owners  neglect  or  refuse  to 
pay  the  taxes  assessed  thereon  with- 
in thirty  days  after  the  day  of  ap- 
peal,     397 

Where  owner  of  goods  distrained  on 
for  taxes  refused  to  receive  the  over- 
plus, collector  to  pay  the  same  to 
the  county  treasurer,    398 

County  treasurer  to  deduct  one  per 
cent,  and  give  notice  thereof  to  the 
county  commissioners  within  twen- 
ty days 898 

Owner  to  have  the  remainder  dis- 
counted out  of  any  future  tax,  898 

Receipt  of  treasurer  to  exonerate  col- 
lector  898 

Collectors  to  make  out  accounts  of 
their  seizures,  etc.,  and  settle  the 
same  with  commissioners,  898 

Respective  county  treasurers  to  make 
payment  to  the  state  treasurer  with- 
in certain  specified  time  after  re- 
ceiving the  same  from  collectors,   ..  898 

Compensation  of  county  commission- 
ers,       399 

Compensation  of  collectors 399 

All  taxes  to  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver 

only,    399 

41— X 
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WAR  TAX— Continued. 

Commissioners  neglecting  to  perform 
duty  under  act  to  be  fined  by  the 

supreme  executive  council,  400 

Compensation  of  county  treasurer,..  400 
Compensation  of  state  treasurer,   ....  400 
Commissioners  to  lay  a  bare  transcript 
of  the  returns  of  property  together 
with  a  pound  rate  and  sums  quota 

before  the  assembly 400 

Commissioners  empowered  to  employ 
clerks *00 

WARWICK  TOWNSHIP. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Warwick  township.  In 
county  of  Bucks,  Incorporated,    ...  619 

WARWICK  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 
The    Trustees    of    the    Presbyterian 
Church  in  Warwick    township,    In 
county  of  Bucks,  incorporated,    ...  519 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 

Erected 272 

Boundaries  of 272 

Privileges,  etc.,  of  the  inhabitants  to 
be  the  same  as  those  of  other  coun- 
ties  278 

To  be  divided  into  townships 273 

Inhabitants  to  choose  Inspectors,    ...  273 
Place  and  manner  of  conducting  elec- 
tions In,    278 

To   have   two  representatives  in   the 

general  assembly,    278 

Inhabitants  to  elect  one  counsellor, 
two  sheriffs,  two  coroners  and  three 

commissioners,     273 

Justices  of  the  supreme  court  to  have 
like  powers  and  jurisdictions  in,  as 

in  other  counties 274 

Jail  deliveries  to  be  made  in,  in  like 

manner  as  elsewhere 274 

Freeholders  of  each  township  in,   to 

elect  two  justices  of  the  peace,   ....  274 
Election  of  judges  of  elections  and  in- 
spectors,      274 

Duties  of  election  officers 274 

Oath  of  judge  of  elections ,    276 

Oath   of  inspector,    275 

Jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace,  276 
Justices   to    hold    courts   of    general 
quarter  sessions,   jail  delivery,   and 
county  courts  for  holding  of  pleas,  275 
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WASHINGTON  COUNTY— Continued. 

Time  of  holding  said  courts,   275 

Courts  to  be  held  at  court  house  when 

erected,    275 

Certain  persons  authorized  to  select 
and   purchase  site   for  court  house 

and  prison,    276-276 

To  cause  court  house  and  prison  to  be 

erected  thereon 276 

Tax  not  exceeding  £1,000  to  be  levied 
to  defray  expenses  of  building  court- 
house and   prison  in,    276 

Actions     pending     in     Westmoreland 
county  against   inhabitants  of,   not 
to  be  discontinued  by  reason  of  act,  276 
Justices  of  Westmoreland  county  au- 
thorized  to   issue   process    in    such 

suits  to  sheriff,  276 

Sheriff  directed  to  obey  such  writs 
and  return  them  to  justices  of  West- 
moreland county,    276 

A  collector  of  the  excise  of,  appointed.,  277 
Powers  and  duties  of  said  collector,  ..  277 
Collector   to   obtain  from  collector  of 
excise    of    Westmoreland    county    a 

list  of  the  arrearages  within,    277 

Bond  of  collector  of  excise 277 

Fees  and  perquisities  of  said  collector,  278 
Sheriff  and  coroner  of  Westmoreland 
county    to    discharge    their    duties 
within,   until  a  sheriff  and  coroner 

shall  be  there  chosen 278 

Bond  of  sheriff 278 

Bond  to  be  entered  in  the  office  for  the 

recording  of  deeds,   , 278 

Treasurer     appointed     for     receiving 

state  taxes  to  give  security,    278 

Treasurer     appointed     for     receiving 

county  levies  to  give  security,    278 

Such  persons  to  register  their  slaves 
in    accordance    with    act    for    the 

gradual  abolition  of  slavery 463 

Orphans'  court  clerks,  register  of 
wills  and  recorders  of  deeds  of 
Westmoreland  and  Washington 
counties  to  receive  from  late  Clerks 
of  Youghiogheny,  Monongahela  and 
Ohio  counties  all  public  papers, 
records,    etc 463 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY— Continued. 
Inhabitants  of  Westmoreland  and 
Washington  counties  who  produce 
certified  copies  of  taking  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  state  of  Vir- 
ginia before  the  settlement  of  state 
boundary  dispute  declared  to  be  free 
citizens  of  this  state 462-463 

WASTE. 

United  States  authorized  to  bring  ac- 
tions for,  to  protect  its  property,   ..    46 

Persons  guilty  of  committing,  on  lands 
of  absentees,  etc.,  to  pay  treble 
damages,    127 

May  be  fined  and  imprisoned  upon 
conviction  thereof 127 

Duration  of  act  limited 127 

WATCH.    See  Philadelphia,  City  of. 

WATCHMEN.    See  Philadelphia,  City  of. 

WATER    COURSES.      See    Philadelphia 
City  of. 

WATER  SPOUTS.    See  Carlisle,  Borough 
of;  Nuisances. 

WESTMORELAND  COUNTY. 

Act  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Northumberland,  Bedford,  North- 
ampton and 114 

County  commissioners  and  assessors 
to  lay  state  taxes  by  former  returns,  114 

Commissioners  and  assessors  to  ex- 
onerate from  taxes  persons  driven 
off  from  their  settlements  by  the 
enemy, 114 

.  To  transmit  to  the  general  assembly  a 
list  of  the  persons  so  exonerated,..  115 

Deficiencies  arising  in  raising  quota 
of,  to  be  made  good  out  of  state 
taxes,    115 

Inhabitants  of  Westmoreland  county 
and  Washington  county  who  produce 
certified  copies  of  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  state  of  Virginia 
before  the  settlement  of  state  bound- 
ary dispute  declared  to  be  free 
citizens  of  this  state,   462-463 
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WESTMORELAND       COUNT  Y— Con- 
tinued. 
Such  persons  to  register  their  slaves 
In     accordance     with    act    for     the 

gradual  abolition  of  slavery 463 

Orphans'  court  clerks,  register  of 
wills  and  recorders  of  deeds  of 
Westmoreland  and  Washington 
counties  to  receive  from  late  clerks 
of  Youghiogheny,  Monongahela  and 
Ohio    counties    all    public     papers, 

records,    etc.,    463 

WHARVES. 

Wardens  of  Philadelphia  to  let  mar- 
ket-houses, ferries  and  public  land- 
ing places  and,   201 

Treasurer  of  wardens  and  assessors  to 
receive  rents  from  market-houses, 
ferries    and    public    landing    places 

and 201 

Owners  of  ferries  and  public  landing 
places  and,  to  pay  their  rents  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  wardens  and  as- 
sessors,     202 

Philadelphia  wardens  empowered  to 
purchase  a  lot  on  north  side  of  Sas- 
safras street  along  Delaware   river 

for  a  public  wharf 203 

Commissioners  appointed  to  purchase 
with  the  approbation  of  three  jus- 
tices a  lot  or  lots  for  the  accommo- 
dation  of    Southwark    with    public 

landing  places 513 

Commissioners  to  erect  wharves  and 

quays  thereon,   513 

And   if  necessary   to   mortgage   such 

lots  In  order  to  do  so,  513 

Commissioners    to    lay    out    landing 

Places 513 

And     dispose    of    any     over-plus     at 

either  public  or  private  sale,   ....513-514 
Commissioners  to  let  out  the  wharves, 
etc.,  establish,  the  rates  of  toll,  and 

receive  the  rents,  etc. ,   514 

To  apply  the  same  towards  discharg- 
ing all  incumbrances  on  said  lots,..  514 
Commissioners  together  with  assessors 
and  freeholders,  to  levy  a  yearly  as- 
sessment not  exceeding  1  shilling  in 

the  £ 614 

To  appoint  a  collector  to  collect  the 
same,    514 
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Powers  of  collector,    515 

Duties  of  collector,    515 

Fees   of  collector,    515 

Penalty  on  persons  appointed  col- 
lectors refusing  to  serve 516 

Penalty,    how  recoverable,    515 

Defendant  in  such  action  allowed  to 
plead  the  general  issue  and  give 
act  and  special  matter  in  evidence,  515 
But  not  allowed  protection  or  wager 
of  law  nor  more  than  one  impar- 
lance  515 

Collector  falling  to  account  for  moneys 
received   to  be   committed,   without 

bail  or  mainprize,    516 

Filling  of  vacancy  in  office  of  collector,  516 
Bond  of  treasurer  of  commissioners,  516 
Two-thirds  of  commissioners  to  con- 
stitute a  board,   517 

Estate  in  lots  secure  under  act  vested 
in  the  commissioners  until  all  in- 
cumbrances are  discharged,   517 

Such  lots  to  then  devolve  upon  the 
supervisors  of  the  highways  who  are 
erected   into   a  corporation   for  the 

purposes  of  the  trust,  517-518 

.Three  additional  supervisors  to  be 
elected  at  the  first  election  after  the 
final  adjustment  of  the  commission- 
ers accounts,   518 

Auditors  appointed  to  examine  and 
settle  the  accounts  and  certify  that 
the  sums  due  to  Luke  Morris, 
Thomas  Penrose  and  Abel  James 
for  the  purchase  of  lots  for  the  use 

of  a  public  landing,   481 

On  payment  of  sums  so  certified  the 
fee  simple  to  said  lots  to  vest  in  cer- 
tain  trustees,    482 

Trustees  not  to  obtain  any  rights  to 
said  lots  unless  they  pay  sums  cer- 
tified by  auditors  within  two  years,  483 
Upon   procuring  title  trustees   to  lay 

out  streets  and  landings,   483 

Trustees  to   dispose    of    unnecessary 

parts  of  lots  at  public  sale 483 

Trustees  to  mortgage  the  parts  re- 
tained for  public  use,    484 

Trustees  to  let  out  wharves,  quays 
and  landing  places  for  terms  not  ex- 
ceeding 7  years 484 
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Trustees  to  establish  rates  and  prices 
for   wharfage,    484 

And  bind  all  tenants  to  observe  the 
same  rules  and  regulations  as  ten- 
ants of  public  landings  in  Philadel- 
phia are  bound   to   observe,    484 

Trustees  to  pay  off  incumbrances  as 
soon  as  they  have  sufficient  means 
and  convey  the  premises  to  the  su- 
pervisors of  the  highways,   484-485 

WHEAT.    See  Flour. 

Fees  of  certain  officers  to  be  estimated 
and  paid  in  wheat,  89-40 

Payment  to  be  also  made  in  lawful 
money  of  this  state  or  of  the  United 
States  in  sums  proportioned  to  value 
of  wheat,   40 

Offices  to  which  payment  of  fees  in 
wheat  shall  extend,  enumerated,  ..40-41 

Act  not  to  extend  to  fees  rated  by  the 
£  or  £100 41 

Compensation  of  county  commission- 
ers and  assessors  to  be  satisfied  In,  142 

Wheat  flour,  etc.,  to  be  received  in 
payment  of  taxes,    198 

Act  to  permit  the  exportation  of  flour 
of  wheat,  partly  repealed 267 

Parts  of  act  to  permit  the  exportation 
of  flour  of  wheat,  etc.,  repealed,  ..  826 

WHIPPING. 

Part  punishment  for  counterfeiting  or 
raising  bills  of  credit,  loan-office  cer- 
tificates or  bills  of  exchange 15 

Part  punishment  for  horse  stealing, 
for  first  offence,    113 

Part  punishment  for  counterfeiting, 
raising  or  knowingly  uttering  raised 
bills  of  credit 189 

Part  punishment  for  knowingly  utter- 
ing raised  bills  of  credit 212 

Part  punishment  for  raising  or  know- 
ingly uttering  raised  bills  of  credit,  307 

Persons  convicted  of  assisting  pris- 
oners of  war  to  escape  and  unable  to 
pay  fines  to  be  publicly  whipped,   ..  467 

WHISKEY. 

Act  to  permit  making  of,  etc.,  from 
rye.  etc.,  under  certain  restrictions, 
etc.,   repealed,    175-176 


WILSON  RIOTS. 

All  persons  engaged  in,  pardoned  by 

act  of  assembly 118 

Act  to  be  deemed  a  public  act 119 

WINES.    See  Excise. 

Excise  on,  after  May  1,  1780  to  be  paid 
in  wheat  in  like  manner  as  fees  of 
officers,    130 

WITNESSES. 

Fees  of,  to  be  paid  in  wheat,  40 

Slaves  not  to  be  admitted  as  witnesses 
against  freemen 70 

Fees  of,  for  attending  before  auditors 
appointed  to  settle  public  accounts,    78 

Informers  against,  quartermasters, 
foragemastere,  etc.,  purchasing 
wheat,  etc.,  in  violation  of  act  to 
be   admitted   as 182 

In  court  martial  proceedings  to  be  ex- 
amined on  oath  by  the  president,  ..  168 

Members  of  militia  called  as,  and  re- 
fusing to  give  evidence  to  be  cen- 
sured or  fined,   168 

Informer  against  person  refusing  to 
take  bills  of  credit  in  payment  of 
necessaries  of  life  to  be  a  competent 
witness 242-243 

Informer  to  be  a  competent  witness 
against  persons  refusing  to  accept 
bills  of  credit  equal  in  value  to  gold 
and  silver  for  goods,  etc.,  250 

Fees  and  mileage  of 454 

WOLVES. 

Act  to  encourage  the  killing  of 460 

Reward  for  killing 460 

Persons  killing,  to  bring  scalps  with 
ears  on  to  a  justice  of  the  peace  and 
make  proof  of  their  right  to  reward,  461 
Prior  act  repealed,    461 

WORKHOUSES. 

Court    houses,     jails,     prisons    and, 

throughout  the  state  vested  in  the 

commonwealth 50 

Act  not  to  extend  to   old  temporary 

prison  in  Bedford,    50 

Nor  to  old  jail  and  workhouse  at  3d 

and  High  Sts.,  Philadelphia,   50 
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WORKHOUSES— Continued. 

Supreme  executive  council  to  sell  old 
jail  and  workhouse  In  Philadelphia 
for  the  benefit  of  said  city  and 
county,  61 

Certain  prior  acts  of  assembly  re- 
pealed,        52 


WRITS  OP  ASSISTANCE. 

Naval  officer,  his  deputy  and  assist- 
ants to  enter  vessels  and  suspected 
houses  in  search  of  concealed  goods 
liable  to  duty,    266 


Pace. 
WRITS  OF  ASSISTANCE— Continued. 

In  case  of  opposition  or  refusal  naval 
officer  to  obtain  a,  from  two  jus- 
tices of  the  supreme  court  or  of  the 
peace,  and  break  open  doors,  etc,  265 

No  search  to  be  made  of  any  dwelling; 
until  due  cause  of  suspicion  be 
shown  to  satisfaction  of  the  justice 
either  of  the  supreme  court  or  of  the 
peace,   255 


YOUGHIOGHENY  RIVER. 

Ferries  established  on,   471 

Declared  to  be  a  public  highway 472 
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